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J  763.  7*HE  Afintflry  mt  popular  nvtth  the  nation — a  firong 
party  in  cppcfiticn  to  tkem  in  Parliament y  I .  T^he  King^  in  his 
fpeech  to  both  Houjes  of  Parliament^  commends  the  peace^  2*  . 
TZy  addrejjes  of  both  Houfes  replete  with  loyalty — the  peace 
idnanimoujly  approved  of  by  the  Lords f  and  by  a  great  majority  of 
"Votes  by  the  Commons ^  3.  Their  example  follo*ioed  by  the  mer» 
chants  of  the  city  of  London — the  city  of  London^  and  many 
ether  cities  and  tofvns,  prefent  mcjl  loyal  addrejfes  to  his  Majefly 
on  the  peace,  3.  The  Alini/ler  re/igns,  and  is  fucceeded  by  thi 
Right  Hon,  George  Grenville — Admirals  appointed  to  Jlations 
abroad — the  Duke  of  Tork  fails  with  Commodore  Harrifon  for 
Li/bon^  Gibraltar^  Alinorca^  and  the  coqfl  of  Italy,  4.  The 
JEarl  of  Egmont  made  Fitfl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ^  5.  Count 
d*Eflaing  feizes  on  Turk^s  ijland,  near  Hifpaniola — by  the  fpirit 
tf  the  Britifb  Miniflry^  the  French  obliged  to  relinqui/b  it^  7. 
The  Honourable  Captain  Byron  fails  on  a  voyage  of  difcoveryy  8» 

1765.  Adminiflration  refolve  to  tax  the  colonies  in  America f 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  rebellion  there — a  change  of  Admi-^ 
niflration — the  Spaniards  troublefome  to  the  Britijh  logwood 
cutters :  but  are  obliged  to  de/ifl^  9.  The  Parliament  meetSf 
and  repeals  the  American  flamp  a^y  1  o. 

1 766.  A  new  Aliniflry —  Captain  Byron  returns  from  his  voyage^ 
II;  and  makes  a  favourable  report  f  the  Falkland  iflandsy  12. 

J  767.    His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tork  dies,  13.    A  par* 
tial  change  of  Adminiflration,  14.   A  change  of  naval  uniform--^ 
frefb  taxes  laid  on  the  Americans,  15. 
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J'j6S.    Bifcontenis  at  Charlepcnvn^  South  CanliniJ — i he  Earl  of 
Chatham  rcfigns^  l6.     EnJ]  India  Ccwpr./jy  appcbits  three  Su^ 
prrv'tfors' to  go  to  IruJ'ta  to  redrcfs  grievances — they  fail  in  the 
Aurora  frigate — the  DireSJors  rcquejl  his  MajcJIy  to  fend  a 
fquadron  to  India — it  is  granted ;  hut,  on  refu/tng  the  commander 
cf  it  a  voice  in  their  councilsy  it  is  countermanded — Sir  John 
Eindfay  fcnt  to  India  with  a  fquadrcn  cf  frigates — the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  made  a  Rear-Admiraly  1 7« 
1769.    Captain  OHara  dies  at  the  ijland  of  Arguin,  ig, 
1770*    A  change  in  A dmini/f ration — Some  of  the  taxes  on  the 
Americans  repealed ,  but  the  tea  tax  continued  in  force^  20.  A 
ftttlement  formed  at  Port  Egmont  in  EalUand  i [lands,  21.  l^he 
Spaniards  difpoffefs  the  Britijh  by  force,  22.    A  war  threatened, 
and  rendezvoufes  for  feamcn  cpev.ed — id  fnl  cf  the  line  put  in 
commiffton — a  promotion  of  j^i^g'^^^lf^cers,  23*    Ercnch  Admi- 
nifiratu>n  inclined  for  ivar — difmijfed  by  the  King  of  France ; 
and  the  difpute  with  Spain  adjufcd,  26. 

1771.  Difptdcs  bctivecn  Great  Britain  and  her  Amcru  an  eohnies 
increafe,  27. 

1772.  The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  made  Secretary  of  St  ate  for  the 
American  Department — A  fmall  fquadron  fent  to  Denmark  to 
efcort  the  ^een  of  Denmark  to  Stade,  28. 

1773.  Use  Americans  grow  fncre  difemtented^  to  ivhich  the  con^ 
duEl  of  their  agent  in  LortdoH  greatly  contributed,  3 1 .  Half 
pay  of  the  Navy  Captains  augmented,  32.  The  King  revienvs 
the  feet  at  Portf mouth,  34. 

1774.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  fcnt  with  a  fquadron  to  the  Eajl 
Indies,  42.    Strong  meafures  adopted  by  Parliament  againft  the 
town  of  Bo/Ion  in  Nenu  England,  43.    Firjl  general  Congrefs 
held  at  Philadelphia,  45.    Vice-Admiral  Graves  fent  with  a 
fquadron  to  Bcjlon — the  Americans  appear  ready  to  revolt,  50. 

1775.  His  Majejly  iffues  a  proclamation  for  fuppreffng  rebellion 
a  f id  f edit  ion  in  America,  5;.  A  promotion  of flag-officers,  56. 
Hoflilities  between  the  Kinoes  troops  and  the  American  rebels 
ecmmcnee  at  Lexingion,  62.  77 1  rebels  Liie  pfl  ai  Roxh/ry^ 
near  Bojlcn,  67.    Ticonderago  and  Crown  Point  furprifcd  by 
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i'he  rebels y  69.  rebels  vtry  irouhhfome  in  ihe  netghhurhood 

cf  BojlcH — Second  general  Congrefs  tnety  and  formed  articles  of 
confederation  and  perpetual  union  of  ihe  United  States  of  Atne^ 
ricaj  70.  No  fupply  of  neceffaries  allowed  to  enter  the  town  of 
Bcflcn,  71.  Congrefs  rtfolr'>e  to  raife '^OyOOO  troops^  74.  Ge- 
fierals  Ho^ve,  Clinton^  and  Burgoyne^  arrive  at  Bo/Ion ^  7g. 
Ttf  rchih  taJce  pojl  on  Bunhr'^s  HUl,  75.  The  Kings  tvc-ps 
at  tack  the  Vi-bel  pojl  at  Bunker  s  Hill^  ivh'ich  they  carry,  r.ftcr  a 
great  lofs^  77*  General  Wci/bington  appointed  General  and 
Gomnumder  in  Chief  of  the  rebel  forces^  79.  Rebels  fcarce  of 
ammunition — Iry  ftege  to  the  ifland  of  Bermuda^  and  get  a  fupply 
cf  gunpowder  there,  80.  Various  aclions  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bojlony  and  in  the  harbour,  85.  An  enierprifc  under  Capiain 
Robinfon  fails  of  fuccefs,  88.  The  King*s  troops  bring  cattle 
from  Long  Ijland,  92.  The  rebels  at  New  York  carry  off^  the 
cannon  from  a  battery  fronting  the  feay  92*  Captain  IVaJIace 
cannonades  the  town  of  Newport^  Rhode  Ifland^  93.  Admiral 
Graves  and  General  Gage  inflruBed  to  take  or  dejlroy  all  veffcls 
belonging  to  the  revolted  Americcuis,  93.  Captain  MoueU  burns 
ihe  town  cf  Falmouth — the  Earl  of  Dunniore  extremely  aciive  in 
Virginia^  g^.  General  Gage  refigns  ihe  command  of  the  Kin^s 
army  to  General  Howe — the  province  of  Georgia  joins  in  the  re^ 
leliicn — his  Majeflys  Governors  forced  by  the  rebels  to  leave  their 
governmentf  97.  The  Canadians  invited  to  join  the  revolted 
colonies f  99.  Congrefs  refolve  to  invade  Canada f  1 00.  The 
command  of  the  troops  for  this  entetprife  given  to  General 
JMontgomery — Colonel  Arnold  fent  with  a  body  of  rebel  troops^ 
by  another  route,  againfl  ^tebecy  10 1.  Montgomery  lays  ftege 
to  Fort  St.  John — Ethan  Allen  defeated,  102.  General  CnrU- 
ton  repulfed — General  Montgomery  takes  Chamble  and  Fort  St. 
John,  103.  General  Carleton  abandons  Montreal,  and  retires 
to  Quebec — General  Montgomery  tahes  poffffon  cf  Montreal — 
Arnold  and  his  party  arrive  on  the  banks  of  the  St,  Lawrence, 
crofs  that  river,  and  appear  before  the  city  of  ^ebec — General 
Montgomery  forms  a  junclion  with  Arnold,  and  lays  ftege  to 
^iebec — Strength  of  the  garrifon,  106.    He  fuvtmons  ihe  place 
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1o  furreridcr — endeavours  tocnrry  it  by  rfcafadt'y  To8.  Monigc^ 
merj  killed j  Arnold  wounded  and  repulfedy  109.  The  rebels 
ium  the  ftege  into  a  tlociade,  110.  The  rebel  Congrefs  declares 
it  felony  to  corrcfpoud  with  any  of  the  Kings  fubjcclSy  and  en- 
deavours  to  cjlahlij}}  a  naval  force y  iii.  The  nhel  privateers 
injefl  Bo/lon  bay — Admiral  Shuldham  arrives  at  Bojlon  to  take 
the  command  cf  the  Jleety  1 1 4.  The  French  and  Dutch  fupply 
the  rebels  with  Jlores — the  Kin^s  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Par" 
liamenty  1 1 5 . 

1'J'/6-  An  acl  pajft  d  to  prohibit  all  intercourfe  ivith  the  North 
American  colonies  then  in  rcbcUiony  118.  Hejfan  and  Brunf- 
ivich  troops  talen  into  BritiJJj  pay,  119.  Afcjfage  from  the 
King  to  the  Houfe  of  Commonsy  1 20.  King's  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Par  liamenty  12  2.  Promotion  of  fag^offieers — Gene- 
ral Hcive  appointed  Commander  in  Chief  cf  his  Alajcjlys  forces 
in  the  Southcrny  and  General  Carleton  in  the  Northern  Provinces 
of  North  America  y  123.  Ships  put  in  ccmrai/fiony  ll^-  Bounty 
to  feamcn  increafed—fre  in  Portf mouth  dock-yard y  1  24.  The 
rebel  Congrefs  intent  to  recruit  their  army — Dr.  Frankiuis  ma- 
chines to  proteB  the  entrance  cf  rivers y  125.  Every  means  ufed 
to  alienate  the  affeBions  of  the  Americans  from  the  mother-country^ 
I  26.  Congrefs  fends  rtf dents  to  foreign  Courts — dijirefs  cf  the 
fleet  at  Boflcny  127.  Skirmi/h  at  Savannah  in  Georgia,  and 
fomefhips  brought  from  thence,  128.  General  Clinton  fails  for 
Cape  Fear — General  If^afhifjgton  lays  fiege  to  Boflon,  1 29.  Ge-- 
tJcral  Howe  evacuates  B'^flony  and  arrives  at  Halifax  with  the 
crmxy  131.  Proceedings  of  Lord  DunvwrCy  tjfc.  132.  Con- 
^efs  fends  a  fguadron  againfl  the  Bahama  iflands  in  hopes  cf 
feizing  the  gunpowder  in  the  magazines  there,  and  are  dif appoint- 
ed y  133.  AElion  with  the  Glafgow  frigate,  134.  TranfaEiions 
cf  the  Kings  fhips,  135.  AI,  de  Beaujeu^s  deftgn  of  relieving 
Quebec  dtfatedy  137.  Captain  Douglas  arrives  at  ^dcbec  with 
the  Kings flnps  ;  cn  which  the  rebels  raife  the fegCy  \'^'J  to  138. 
General  Carleton^ s  commendations  of  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  eommandy  139.  He  purfues  the  rebels y  140.  The  rebels 
attempt  to  furprife  a  corps  under  General  Frafer,  but  are  them- 
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felves  repulfed  iviih  great  Jofsy  141.  Montreal ,  Forts  Chamhle 
and  Si.  John^  movt  redfrom  the  n  bt  hy  nvho  retreat  with  great 
precipitation^  143.  ^e  Britijb  ufe  great  difpatch  in  eflahUJblng 
a  naval  force  on  Lake  Chawpfain^  14.'^  ;  ^f^d  fail  in  quejl  of  the 
rebel  fleet  under  General  Arnold^  14^.  T^he  rebel  fleet  defeated^ 
and  the  greatefl  part  of  them  taken  or  deflroyed^  146.  Britifi 
army  go  into  ivinier  quarters — the  rebels  defeated  at  the  Cedars^ 
and  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  made  prif oner y  147.  General  Carleton^ 
and  Captains  Hamilton  and  D:u<^laSi  rewarded  by  his  Majefly, 
148.  General  Clinton  proceeds  to  New  Torh^  and  afterwards 
to  Cape  Fear^  149  ;  is  joined  by  Earl  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  with  troops  fr^m  England,  1 49.  Proceed  to  Charlef- 
iawn.  South  CaroUna — the  army  land  on  Long  Ifland,  150. 
Ref'Jve  to  attack  the  fort  on  Suilivan^s  I/land — the  army  could 
not  afjijl  the  fleet,  which,  after  battering  the  fort,  is  repulfed 
vjith  lofs,  152;  and  fails  for  New  York,  153.  Thefguadron 
flationed  off  Boflon  karb&ur  cb/iged  to  retire,  by  which  fueans, 
fevtral  of  the  tranfports  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  154. 
T?;^'  Britifh  fleet  and  army  leave  Halifax,  and  arrive  at  Sandy 
Ho^  154.  Troops  land  Oft  Stai en  Ifland ;  and  Vice^Admiral 
Vifcount  Howe  arrives  from  England,  15^.  Commodore  Hctham 
and  the  foot  guards  arrive  at  Sandy  Hook,  I  ^6.  The  greatefi 
part  of  the  Britifh  army  land  on  Long  If  and,  1 7,  Afarcb  to 
attack  the  rebels,  158  ;  whom  they  defeat,  and  oblige  to  retreat 
to  Brooklyn  with  great  lofs,  \6l.  The  rc!\'fs  evacuate  Long 
Ifland,  and  efcape  to  New  Tork,  \6l.  The  Commiffwn:rs  for 
peace  addrefs  Congrefs,  162.  A  deputation  from  Congrefs  meets 
the  Commiffioners  at  St  at  en  IJland^  16  \>  The  propofed  accofn- 
modaiion  with  the  inf urgent s  fails  of  fuccefs,  163.  AUnfures 
taken  to  drive  the  rebels  from  New  Tork,  163.  The  Kings  trtops 
land  in  Kipp's  Bay,  164*  The  rebels  evacuate  New  Tork,  i6g. 
Some  incendiaries fet  flre  to  the  town  of  New  Tori,  \66.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  fleet  enter  the  North  River,  167.  General  Howe 
purfues  the  rebel  army  under  Wafljvigtonfrom  King^s  Bridge,  1 69. 
General  W afhingt on  takes  poj}  be  hind  the  Brunx,  i']2  j  where  he 
intrenches  his  army^marches  to  the  White  Plains^  173.  A 
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ccrps  cf  thf  reht  l  army  ilefiati  d  on  the  ianls  cf  ihc  BrutiXy  1 7^. 
General  li^ ajlyuigt'.n  retires  ivith  his  arwy  into  North  Ci^jllc^  ^  77* 
General  Hoiue  takes  meafures  to  drive  the  rebels  from  the  pofts 
they  held  on  New  Tork  IJlandy  178/  and  fucceeds^  1 80.  Fort 
Wajlj'ingion  obliged  to  ftirrender^  180.    Earl  Cor nwallis^  with 
M  djiaehment  of  troops ^  lands  in  the  Jerftes^  181  ;  tahs  Fori 
Lee,  182.    General  IVefbington  attd  his  army  crojfes  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  foon  after  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  van  of  the 
Britifh  army,  arrives  on  its  banks,   184.    Lord  CornwalUs 
pfls  a  corps  of  Heffians  at  Trenton,  185.    Colonel  Harcouri 
takes  General  Lee  prifoner  near  Bq/kingridge — General  Howe 
cantons  his  troops  in  the  Jerfies,  185.    General  Clinton  and 
Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker  are  fcnt  againjl  Rhode  I/land — 
which  they  take,   187.     A  body  of  rebel  forces  attacks  the  bach 
fetllcments  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  is  repulfed,  1 89.    Congrefs  bor- 
row money  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  1 9 1 .   Dr,  Franklin 
fent  to  France  by  Congrefs,  to  affume  a  public  charaEier  at  the 
French  Court,   191.    General  JVafhington  furprifes  a  brigade 
of  HeJJians  at  Trenton,  and  carries  them  prifoners  to  Philadel- 
phtay  193.     The  g^allant  bihaviour  of  Cdond  Maii'hood,  194. 
Congrefs  declare  the  thirteen  revolted  colonies  of  America  indepen- 
dent of  Great  Britain,  198. 
1777.    King^s  fp^ech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  199.  Amount 
of  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament,  200.    Motion  for  recon" 
eiliation  between  the  mother-country  and  revolted  colonies,  by  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  201.    Plan  of  operations  formed  by  Admi^ 
niflration  for  the  enfuing  catnpati^n,  202.    General  Bur^cy;ne  is 
appointed  to  command  the  army  that  luas  to  prccccd  frcvi  Ccnada 
by  Lake  Champlain,  204  ;  embarks  his  troops  at  Cumber/and 
Point — croffes  Lake  Champlain,  and  takes  pofl  at  Crown  Pointy 
205  ;  proceeds  againfl  Ticonderago,  207.    The  rebels  abandon 
their  works— one  part  of  their  army  retires  to  their  poji  at  fouth 
end  of  Lake  George,  208  ;  and  another  part  in  batteaux  by 
Skenefhorough,  209.    The  latter  are  purfued  by  a  corps  under 
General  Burgoyne,  overtaken  and fuffer  great  lofs,  210.  The  rebels 
defeated  in  fever  al Jkirmiffjes  by  General  Frafcr,  General  Rcidefeff 
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ItZj        Cohml  Hillf  212.    TL'  BniiJI}  armyt  nfter  under^ 

^7;.7^  gr.M/  fatlgucS^  arrives  at  F^r!  Ediv.trdf  214.  General 
HyiVJ^  during  the  winter^  forms  Jeveral  provincial  corps  at  Nnu 
y  ortj     I  ^.     Gc/wral  U'rjhingtzn  .j}jhiyhi-s  his  LwiJ-quarters  in 
the  Jerfiis^  2 1 6.    Lord  CornivaUis  reinforced  in  the  Jetftes  by 
a  brigade  from  Rhode'  Ifland,  2 1 6.     The  rebels  pofl  at  PeeVs- 
kill  dejirojed  by  Cohnel  Bird,  2 1 8.     General  Tryon  is  fent  on 
an  exp^'di/ion  agiiinj}  Danbury,  219;   dtjlroys  the  place — the 
rejcl  Gjfhr^jl  JVo:>Jlc'r  mortal rj  ivounded^  220.     Gcmral  Tryzn 
is  attacked  in  his  retreat  from  Kidgefield  by  the  rebels,  hut  beats 
them  off' — reaches  the  Hill  of  Campo,  and  embarks  his  troops^ 
221.    The  rebels  furprife  the  pofl  at  Sagg  harbour  in  Long 
IJlar.d^  iind  burn  all  the  BritiJ^j  vejfels^  2  2  2.     The  Britijh  army 
unable  to  take  the  field  early  in  the  feafon^  for  *want  of  camp 
equipage y  222.    The  rebels  receive  g^^nt  fupplies  from  France — 
Tht:  ythcl  artr.y  under  Gt  ru  ral  IVaJljington  takes  p'fl  at  jM/ddlc^ 
brook y  223*    General  Flowe  takes  iht  fuld,  niul  t  ncamps  in  vi^'W 
of  Wafhington's  arniy,  224*     IJfes  every  flratagem  to  bring  the 
rebels  to  aclion,  but  in  vaiuy  225.    General  Howe  retires  to 
Amho^,  and  gives  this  feigned  retreat  all  the  appearance  of  a 
real  one — General  IVa/hington  purfues  the  royal  army,  22 1;, 
General  Howe  puts  his  army  in  motion,  and  endeavours  to  get 
between  the  mountains  and  General  Wa/bington,  226.  ,  Jf^q/b~ 
ington  difcovers  in  time  the fnare  that  was  laid  for  him,  andf  by 
f creed  nrirehes,  regairs  the  tuzuutains,  22].     General  Hcu'C 
rmbarks  his  army  for  an  expedition  to  the  fouthiuard — the  rebels 
furprife  and  make  prifoner  Major-General  Prefcot,  the  com' 
mandcr  cf  the  Britifh  troops  at  Rhode  If  and,  228.  jidmirat 
Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe  fail,  and  enter  the  bay  of  Che^ 
fapeaif  cu  ichieh  Genend  ll'fjingicn  and  his  army  ir.areh  fr 
Penfylvania,  229.      The  rebels  attempt  to  furprife  General 
Campbell  at  Staten  Ifland,   but  are  repulfcd,  2*^0.  General 
Cltnton  makes  a  fuccefsful  irruption  into  the  jfeiftes,  232.  Ge- 
mrtd  Clinton  makes  a  fuccefsful  expedition  up  the  North  River — 
takes  Forts  Clinton  and  Alontgomery,  and  burns  Efcpus,  233 
238.  .  General  Burgoyne  embar raffed  to  find prcvficns  for  his 
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armyt  241.  Ddau.  ts  C^^I-jfi-:!  Jjiii.m  luilh  a  corps  Is  Bennhi^- 
ioTiy  ^uhcre  he  is  dtjcatcd,  241.  General  Harhnur  routed  by 
General  Si,  Leger  at  Fort  S/arjZL'ix,  242.  General  Artjold  re- 
lieves Fort  Staniuixy  243.  The  rebels  endeavour  to  get  pojfcffsm 
of  the  fori  at  Ticonderago,  but  are  difappointed — they  take  and 
burn  a  great  number  of  boats  on  Lake  George^  244.  General 
Burgoyne  advances  from  Fort  Edward^  and  arrives  at  Still- 
water,  nvhere  he  dif eats  the  rebels,  245.  General  Burgoyne  re- 
ceives letters  from  General  CHnt:>n,  but  finds  great  difficulties  in 
advancing,  246.  Another  bloody  battle  takes  place  at  Saratoga, 
in  which  the  rebels  ivere  partly  fucrefsful,  247.  General  Bur- 
goyne takes  a  ncv;  pofiticn,  248.  Calls  a  council  of  ivar,  249. 
They  unattiviouJJy  refolve  that  General  Burgoyne  flmtld  open  a 
ireaty  iviih  Gtntral  Gates — ihc  terms  are  adjujhd,  and  the 
Briiijh  army  fur  renders,  250*  Operations  of  the  fleet  and  army 
under  Lord  and  General  Hoice,  2^1.  The  army  lands  on  the 
mrth  fhcre  of  Elk  river — marches  and  encamps  at  Elk-head, 
252.  Lord  Cornwall  is  defeats  n  large  body  of  rebel  troops — the 
titmy  under  G till  ml  Hoive  advani  is  and cru/Jts  the  river  Brandy^- 
nine,  at  Chad^s  ford,  253.  The  rebel  army  dfeated,  25^. 
The  royal  army  advances,  and  the  rebel  a,rn:y  retires — a  party  of 
thim  dtfatid  at  Go/hen,  257*  General  IVaflnngton  retires  with 
his  army  to  Perkyomy  creek,  and  fecures  all  the  frds  cn  the 
Schuylkill — the  rebel  General  IVaytie  fur pr  fed  by  General  Grey, 
and  defeated  with  great  lofs,  2  ^8«  General  Howe  advances  to 
Germantown,  and  detaches  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Philadelphia, 
159.  The  rebel  naval  force  cannonade  Philadelphia — on  the 
ebb  of  the  tide  the  Delaware,  one  of  the  frigates,  grounded,  and 
is  captured,  260*  Lord  Howe,  with  part  of  his  fleet,  gets  up 
the  Delaware  as  high  as  Chejler,  and  takes  meafures  to  remove 
the  obflruSlions  in  the  river,  26 1 .  Poffeffion  taken  of  Billing^ s 
Point — Gctu  ral  Waflnngton  attacks  the  royal  army  at  German- 
town,  on  the  4ih  of  October — after  a  fevere  aciiofi,  the  rebels  are 
repulfed  with  lofs,  i6ti,  \  and  purfued  for  eight  miles,  264. 
The  opinion  of  an  American  hijhrian  of  this  battle,  264.  Captain 
Hamcnd,  with  great  lahur,  removes  paii  of  the  chevaux  de frifc 
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i:i  ihi  river  D.'Inw^n'^  266.    General  Hoivf  erecls  hattertes 
o^ainjl  the  rebel  fort  on  Alud  If.andj  and  detaches  Coloriel  Donop 
t3  attack  the  pcjj  at  Red  Bitr.l:^  267.     Cokml  Pomp  attacks  the 
encmx's  inirend.r.jcnts  at  Red  Bunh — is  msrtalh  ivotrnded^  and 
his  trccps  are  rtpy/ftd,  26S.     Si  vera!  of  the  JJjips  of  ivar  get 
thrzu^h  the  loicer  chevaux  de  frife  ;  but^  cn  the  ebb  of  tide,  the 
Augujla  of  64  gt4ns  and  the  Alerlin  JIocp  of  mar  are  grounded— 
JLord  Hoive  orders  them  to  be  burnt ,  269.    Some  of  the  war 
fhipsy  getting  thr^-i'gh  the  chevaux  de  fi'ift'y  join  in  the  attack  cf 
ihefrt  cn  JiluJ  f/?u/idj  Tchuh  ihi  rthils  iv^icunU  if.  the  ni^h/^ 
271.    General  Howe  fends  a  ftrong  detachment  under  Earl 
CornwaHis  to  attack  Red  Bank,  upon  which  the  rebels  abandon 
if.  111,    l^he  rebel  fleet  attempts  to  retire  up  the  Delaware^  m 
ivhich  n  ft  zv  fr.ps  fucc^ed — the  cfhers  retire  !o  their  ddflntkriy 
and  in  ihe  night  the  rehls  burn  ihtir  naval Jcrce,  273.  Gefuyjl 
Howe  endeavours  to  force  General  IVafhingicn  to  fight y  but  is 
clf appointed — takes  pofl  with  his  army  near  Philadelphia ^  274  ; 
and  foon  after  goes  into  winter  quarters — Succefs  cf  his  Alajeftys 
cruizing  fbipsy  276.    The  rebels  take  the  Fox  frigate,  279. 
She  is  retaken  by  Captain  Brifbane,  279.     Two  of  the  King^s 
frigates  wrecked,  282.    Events  on  the  Newfoundland  flat  ion  ^ 
283*    The  Leeward  Ifland  feet  attacked  by  the  Raleigh,  a  large 
rebel  fhip  of  loar,  bu*  fhe  is  heat  off,  284.    Succefs  of  his  Ala- 
jeftfs  cruiT^ng  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean,  286.    Succefs  of  his 
Mojeflfs  cruizing  fbips  in  the  Britifh  feas,  287> 
1778.     Pavtialiiy  of  the  French  t'j  the  ycvJtal  eoknit'S,  288.  His 
Alajefys  fpeech  to  buh  Houfes  of  Parliament,  289.    Number  of 
' famcn  v<Jtd,  291.    A  number  cf  reginunis  raifed,  293.  Five 
C^miffioners  to  be  fent  out  with  ample  powers  to  endeavour  to  make 
peace  with  the  thirteen  rebel  colonies — the  French  avow  their  ac" 
kfiyivli  dfing  the  rebel  colonies  a  free  and  Independent  State,  297. 
L,9rd  St7rm(mt,  the  BntfJj  Ambajfador  at  Paris,  his  intelligence 
an  this  head  difregardtd  by  tlx  Bniijh  AFiniflry,  297.    The  French 
j4mbajfador  ordered  to  leave  London,  and  Lord  Stormont  recalled 
from  Paris,  299.     Audience  given  by  the  Kirg  cf  Fratue  to  Dr, 
franklin  J  Air.  Deaney  and  Mr.  Leej  in  thi^ir  ptiblic  chiiracltrs^ 
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its  agtnts  fyr  ihe  Amcn.  ar:  St^:t^^s,  299.     DiLifcS  m       Bt'kifr  -  -  ' 
Houje  of  Lonls — //y  Earl  cf  Chaihani^s  pairktl:  fp^t-i  i:,  300.  '- 
Criiica! f.iuatkn  of  tbirt^s  in  Atiicrlcay  302.     lilcrc Jl:j.'S  of  iht. 
Hue  put  ifi  rDffp>ii//:  '7 — ii  pr:^m:!}cn  cf  fiag-rffjccrsy  3^5-     -"^^  : 
fx.ict  C:nntmJfioners  fill  fir  ylnwrua — tlx  Prof  rplru' frigate  fnt  . ::. 
to  <ii\itch  the  ni:,t\:v.:  of  the  Fi  jnch  fmndrcn  frcju  ^Tcuhn^  3^7  •  - 
Hh  Majtfy  viftts  the  r:\al  ii:L'h'\i:rds^  308.     The  rtbcl  Ccngrcfs^ 
iontrary  to  good  filth,  rf:>lvts  to  del  n:  ft  the  King\  Iraopj  that fur^ 
rendered  at  S^iraiogiJ,  7^1  Q,     ^!il:tjry  cp^ativ:s  tn  Pcf[fslvniiin^  : 
311.     Opf-raticns  at  Rhj^Ie   lihir.dy  315.     Tht' perur  ComtJilf 

'  f  oners  arrh*e  in  ^•'•.  rrVti,  ar.J  endicz^cirr  to  open  a  rt'gcdaticft  iv  'tth    _  , 
C^'ngtyfy   ivhieh  t{\-  Lztier  deelines  icith  giraf  artfice^   3^Q-  ^ 

-    Orders  reeeived  h  Sir  Hi".*y  C.'.rt.n  fr  the  r^v:<  Wi;/;;^;/  cf  Phfla- 
defpiHiJ'—fjtecfihe  Ki*:g'sf\:t  in  Kr>rth  Afnerica^  322.  The  royal 
army  evacuate  PhUadiiphia,  ard  erofs  the  n\Yr  D^hivare,  322. 
FcHo^ved  h\  the  rebel  ,ir*Ki  .wider  Generjl  11 'a  /hinzt^Ti,  He 
attaehs  the  rvyal  army  at  Jifiddlefsn,  hui  is  npi/ffedy  329.  The 
rcy.d  ,)rffr;  is  ferried  cz\r  to  Sandy  Hc^k  If  and,  ^29.  Sirurgc 
Oi'et/rrenees  in  the  ecnrfe  cf  thr  eafftp<rig:'f   330'    Lcrd  Heme 
reeeit'es  adviee  cf  a  Freni  h  fffUadrcn  ec//:ing  cn  the  ctafl  of  America^  ^ 
330  ;  /.;v\.r  his  nitafures  deecrdimdy,  33^*     ^ ^-^  Frcneh  feet  ar~ 
rives  off"  Sandy  HcJ,  332.     Kcl'le  fpirit  difplaytd  hy  the  BritiP) 
navy  and  army,  33 1.     Captain  Fulding  f  r.ds  a  reinforeement  tu 
Lord  Htmve  f  oftt  Halifax,  339.     Congrefs  determines  on  cn  ex- 
pedi:i:n  againjf  Rlxde  Jfand,  34c.  Difajlers  encountered  by  the feet 
under  Fiee- Admiral  Byrcn,  340;  who  is  freed  to  hear  airay 
for  Hal  fax — 5.r  Rohwt  Pigot  takes  vigcrot/s  meafures  to  defat 
she  enefnys  defgus  cn  Rhule  If  and,  341.     T'U^  French  fhips 
of  the  li fie  enter  Ncivport  harhoi4r,  342.     Britifh  frigates  order  ed 
to  be  burnt,  343.     French  fgtutdrcn  enter  Ne*ivpori  harbow,  and 
(annonade  the  Britifj  nrcrks,  344.  Lord  Hoive  and  the  lirilifj  feci 
appear  ff  Rhode  if  and,  34.4.    French  fttt  fail  out  of  the  h,:rkurj 
34 T[\  Brit'Jh  Mid  Frtneh fids  apprjaeh'each  other  in  order 
cf  battle,  347  ;  ere  f par. -.ted  by  a  form,  348  ;  both  feets  greatly 
damaged,  348.     Several  of  tlx  French  line  of  battle  fAps  attacked 
by  Britifh  fbips-^Al.  d^Fflaing  very  near  being  captured,  349  to 

350>  • 


CONTENTS. 


R  -.:jnr%  undc-r  GtntrJ  :rj  R^J^  I/^kJ, 

>'  .  r      Ne^^^rty  351.     Ttf  r.-ft  ^ i 

e- rru-:  m  ihcir  rrtr^^^  353.     Frtr.  h  fy.^J.rzn  fcTurn  iz 
F.--^  J  -J  ^dy        \  hui  fxn  nfur  pt-u'ccJ  /;  Bjr:    3  5  j  ♦    Frer^  h 
:r.'^.      B:  ':::i,   ^98.     A  fin.zll  Jq'judryi  of  fr.  -rtc!^  end  a 
7  trrjts  tmd^r  J^Ijj::r-G.  fUTaI  Grry^   attc  i  I-j'.rlr.w":, 
JLtiS:  rinfx::rjf  Is*^'.  3; 9.     Lcrd  Hy^iX  p:*rft/;s  th:  FreK.  *> 
/ir— /.v;  ;.A^  5/,  j^.':.'fu  cf  64  j^.vAV,  361.     L^d  H:zLJ 
i^'.z  iLzmund  zf  ih^  f-^^y  ^d  rdurns  to  EngLmd,  3^3.     77. /- 
Jdrrrd  Bxron  arrh^es  at  Sjnds  Hocky  364.     Z,?? ./  Cir.vir.?/  .  j 
irrupt hn  irrto  the  J^rfi^s^  'x  Aere  he  furprlUs  o  rrlr! 
i^*!  :*  drjgso/iSf  ccmmandcd  hy  C:hr:/  Bjyhr,  365.    A  fuc^ 
^'ij'jitl expediticfn  againji  Egg  harbc-i^Vy  366.     AJri.rrd  Byr:r: 
:n  a  cruize,  ^ft  hppcs  cf  j'd:':r:g  ;'v  "u  i'.b  dTjL:':*:^*s 
f-^i—thf  Scmrft't  of  64  gutis  is  'zcrirkid  cn  Cjp^  C:d,  369. 
J!.  iP Ejlain^  fails  frcm  B^J}o:i  io  the  //"V/?  Indus  ;  and  ubcut 
th<[[Xfne  tiric^  a?i  armr.mcnty  ttmLr  J\ir.hr'GffuraI  Grunt  end 
Cmmid'jre  Fi'-Ahaviy  fails  from  Sdnoy  Jfc^k pr  the  fame  pldcey 
371.    Ar.  cxpediiicfty  under  Captain  Parker  and  Cc/^::el  Cj/n/-' 
idlf  fent  a^ain/J  Gccrgia,  372;  its  fr-afs,  374,  iffe,  /^/'tw 
Admiral  Byron  fails  for  the  Wtjl  Indies  y  379.  Si.'ufsofthe 
cruizers  in  Anteriia,   380.     f^ice- Admiral  A[cntai:[u 
iai/s  th^  ijlandi  of  Aliguilon  and  St.  Pierre,  38  I.     SuiCifs  cf 
the  Britijh  cruizers  in  the  IVtfl  Indies,  383.    Jll.  d:  BouiHe 
takes  the  ifland  of  Dcminica,  38^.     Commodore  Ho!L\:tn  and 
General  Grant  arrive  in  the  Wef}  Indies,  388.  Rear-Admiral 
Barrington  takes  the  command  cf  the  fleet ;  and,  n'ith  the  trcops 
under  Ceneral  Grant,  attacks  tl^  ijland  of  St,  Luiia,  2^g, 
M.  d^FJlaing  ami  J/,  de  Bcuille  come  to  the  relief  of  the  ifland, 
391.     The  French  fleet  and  army  are  defeated  and  retreat,  and 
the  ijland  fur  renders,  392.    Prizes  taken  by  the  Britijlj  fleet, 
402.     Gallant  a^ion  hy  Captain  Rainier,  404.    Two  Britifj 
frigates  taken,  405,     Sir  Heflor  Alunro  lays  Jlege  to  Pondi^ 
cherry,  406.    Commodore  Sir  Edward  Ferncn  has  an  aSIion 
with  the  French  fquadron  under  M,  Tronjolly,  407.  Pondi- 
cberr^  fur  renders,  410.    Admiral  Kef  pel  with  a  Jlrong  feci 
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puistofea — iukes  Jqihc  Freitch  frigates^  411.  HgflHitus  c:m^ 
mtnce  hdween  Great  Britain  and  the  French  in  £urop:'y  414. 
The  French,  much  to  ikeir  honour ^  rcfotve  n:t  to  m'.lf.  lhat  up' 
ftd  navigator  Captain  Cook,  414.  The  Admiral  returns  to  Si. 
Hclens-^Jlrengtb  of  the  French  Jledy  414.  The  Bnii/l:>jud 
itmler  Admiral  Krppcly  and  the  French  fleet  under  the  C:  v.'/e 
d^Or-i'.uicrSf  come  to  ailionf  416.  //  is  indec'rfivey  and  the 
French  retreat ^  429.  Admiral  Keppel  and  his  fleet  return  {j 
F/!gL:nd,  430  ;  it  is  reinjcrctd  and  falls  agair. — the  Fnnrh 
fleet  tales  the  Fox  frigate  ^  431,  An  unfortunate  quarrel  takes 
place  between  Admiral  Keppel  and  Vice-Admiral  Pallifery  4;^  2. 
The  latter  accupf  the  frnitr  of  mifconducfy  4^5.  A fli'ong  vie- 
morial  prefcnttd  ty  the  Kiv.gy  fgiud  by  tivelve  Admiridsy  43  ^. 
Admiral  Kippt  l  hr'.iight  to  trial  and  niojl  h'^Tnurahlv  acfiuhii  dy 
4'^6.  Vice- Admiral  PalUJer  brought  to  trial  and  honourably 
ccquittedy  4;^7»  American  privateers  appear  cn  the  Iri/h  ami 
Britifh  coaflsy  439.  Gallant  aBion  of  Captain  Reynolds y  44 1» 
A  fquadron  under  Commodore  Rowley  detached  to  the  JVtfl 
Indies — the  London  Eafl  Indiaman  funky  442.  Sucafs  of  the 
Britifh  ci'uizers  and  privateers y  443.  Ships  added  to  the  royal 
navy,  44^. 

1 779.  The  Parliament  meets — heads  of  his  Majeflys  fpeech^  446, 
Number  of  f  ninrn  iKtedy  4|".  Spain  J'yifis  the  Freruh  and 
Americans  againfl  Great  Britain — and  the  Marquis  Ahno- 
dovary  the  Spanifb  AmbaJfadQTy  delivers  a  refcript  to  Lord  IVey- 
mouth  confmning  the  caufes  of  the  rupture  ;  whichy  by  ordt^  of 
the  Kingy  is  laid  before  toih  Houft  S  if  Parliament y  who  prf  ul 
mop  loyal  addrejfes  to  his  Majefly  on  the  cccaftony  448.  A  num- 
ber of  fnhfemcn  and  gcntliir.cn  rc.ifc  rtgimcnis,  449.  To  raije 
feamen  to  man  the  fleet  y  the  odicus  means  of  imprefftng  is  had  re- 
ccurfe  iCy  45  c.  The  French  fend  out  fleets  to  the  Eafl  and  W ijl 
Indies,  45  Rear-Admiral  ArbuthnU  fnt  tQ  iUnmaud  the 
fleet  in  North  America — Admirals  appOnted  to  command  fgua- 
dronSf  4e;o,  A  partial  change  iri  Adminiflrationy  453.  Brit  if) 
iaie  Tillicherryy  454  French  take  Senegal,  455.  Admiral 
Byron  forms  0  jun^ion  with  the  fleet  under  Rear-Adntiral  Bar^ 
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rinji^fvi,  4^7.  AI,  d'E/iaing  reinforced  by  a  jleet  umhr  the 
Cc/nU'  Gralpf  4^9.  prench  take  the  if,and  of  Si.  Vincent^ 
^60,  JIL  dEJldh/tr  at f arks  ond  tohci  the  ifland  of  Grcnrsda^ 
461.  Admiral  Byron  endeavours  to  fuccour  the  ifiatid  of  Gre^ 
thjda,  and  a  bloody  f^a-fght  takes  p/a  'f,  465  ;  ^ut  from  the 
^i'eat  fuperhrity  of  the  FrirhhJIit't,  AJmiriil  Bp'zn  is  chligid  i9 
ret  ire  f  469;  to  St.  Chrijlophtr'sy  470.  Rcar'Mmiral  Par^ 
ker  intercepts  a  [mall  French  fleets  47  Three  French  frigates 
taken^  473.  Succefs  of  the  Britifj  cruizers  in  the  Wefl  hidies^ 
474.  Captain  Luttrell  and  JlLijcr  Dalrymp'e  take  Omoay  484. 
Ri  marknble  gallantry  cf  a  Britijb  faihrf  487.  Succefs  of  the 
3riii/b  cruizers  ou  the  Jamaica  flat  ion — Progrefs  of  the  Lriiijh 
tr:i^ps  in  (rc^rgin,  49 1.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  detaches  Major-' 
General  Matt  hem  to  yirginia^  498  >  deflroys  many  magazines 
there,  501  >  returns  to  New  Torif  502.  Expedition  np  the 
North  River  under  Majsr-General  Vaughan^  503  }  its  face efs^ 
504.  Expeditions  fent  againfl  the  Ccnneclicut  co^fl,  505- 
Prig.-i.liir'Gir.rral  AfiJ^ran  takes  p^fl  r.t  M nglhigivaduci'y  an 
ifiand  in  Pcmbfcot  river ,  vjhere  he  fi  ts  aboui  building  a  fori^ 
510-,  is  aitacLd  by  the  rebel  f^et  a:ul  a  f^o-'g  h.  dy  of  ir^s-^ 
511.  The  rebel  Jleet  defeated  by  Sir  George  Collier — their  army 
Jlief  with  the  utmsfl prenpitatiQ:!^  q  13.  Don  Bernard  de  Gal" 
vez  takes  fome  Brilijh  pjjls  in  U'tjt  Florida,  5  1 6.  The  Ex- 
periment of  guns  taken  by  the  French ^  517.  Al.  d'Fjlaing^ 
*uj}th  a  great  fleet  and  arwy^  proceeds  againjl  Savannah  in. 
Georgia,  to  tuhich  he  lays  fegCf  518  ;  is  joint  d  by  a  reiul  arn:y 
under  General  Lincoln^  5*8;  endtaitours  to  carry  the  place  by 
affaulty  523  ;  is  repulfvd  ivith  great  Ifs,  52;  »  '-jifs  the  ftege^ 
529  ;  and  fails  for  Europe,  533.  The  French  defgnei  have 
KvlnUrcd  at  Rhode  Jfuvidy  533.  M,  Ejlalr.g  ddcchcs  fome 
Jbips^  and  all  the  trocpi  he  had  brought  ivith  him,  to  the  IVeft 
Jfidies  i  and  alfo  fent  feme  line  of  battle  Jhips  to  the  Chrfapeak, 
533.  Succefs  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  on  the  North  American 
Jlation,  534.  The  Ahntrcid frigate  taken  by  the  French  in  the 
Mediterranean,  536.  Rear- Admiral  Arbuihnot  fails for  North 
America — hearing  that  the  ifiand  of  J^rfey  luas  attacked,  pre- 
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cee8s  to  Its  relief y  538.  5/r  Thomas  Pye  ftnds  Captain  G'ldo'in 
nvith  Jcrm  frigates  to  the  rd'ief  of  that  ifland — meets  'with  the 
Experiment  of  50  gufis^  Sir  fames  Wallace ^  in  Boule  bay — 
meaf tires  concerted  by  them  to  defeat  the  enemy's  deftgnsy  539. 
Fall  in  ivlth  a  fleet  of  French  f  hates^  which  they  chace  into 
Coticale  bay,  540.  Attack  the  French  fhlps  and  defeat  them^ 
548.  A  fleet  under  Vice- Admiral  Darby  ordered  to  efcort  the 
fleet  under  Rear^Admlral  Arbuthnot  to  the  iveflivard — French 
feet  under  crOrviUiers  puts  to  Jen — fhcy  riufi  AJmira! 
Darby  s  fleet  J  luh'uh  rilurns  to  En^Iandy  542.  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  appointed  to  command  the  grand  feet,  543.  Spaniards 
bUisJi  up  Gibraltar y  ^44.  The  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  enter  the  Brltlfb  Channely  545  >  take  the  Ardent  of  64 
gunsy  545.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  the  grand  fleet  arrive  at 
Spithead — pairiotifm  of  the  Cornifb  and  Devonfhlre  gentlemen — 
the  combined  fleets  feparate — the  French  proceed  to  Brfl  and  the 
Spaniards  to  Cadiz,  547.  Succefs  of  fame  French  and  rebel 
priveUeerSy  ^49;  take  the  Serapls  of  44  gttnsy  550.  The 
Apollo  fi  igate  tahes  the  Ofcau  French  fi^aiCy  55  5*  Gallant 
oBions  by  the  Captains  commanding  the  Bf  itl/h  crulzers, 
^;6,  il^c,  Quebec  frigate  burnt y  561.  Arethtifa  frigate 
wrecked,  565.  Succefs  of  Britfj  privateersy  566.  LcJJes 
fuflained  by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  567.  Loffes  fuflained 
by  the  Dutch y  and  their  reprefentations  on  that  fubjecl,  569. 
Captain  Fielding  fcnt  ivith  a  fqucdron  to  Intercept  Admiral  Count 
Bylandy  who  was  efcorting  fome  Dutch  merchant  fhlps y  573. 
Falls  in  with  them — proceedings  thereon-^  Captain  Fielding 
brings  the  Dutch  merchant  fhlps  to  Spit  heady  t;"]^.  Loffes 
fuflained  by  the  Brlilfh  In  the  year  I779»  575*  Ships  added  t9 
the  Brli'fh  navy  in  I779>  576* 
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GREAT  BRITAIN, 

COMMENCING  FB,OM  THE  PEACE  OF  FOUNTAINBLEAU 

IN  1762^ 
'  ■  ■■iimiii 
1762. 

NoTWrrHST ANOING  the  very  great  iiiccefs^  which  had 
■ttenM  our  military  operations  tn  die  comrfe  of  the  lafl  years 

of  ihc  V  ,ir,  the  Miiuilry  were  far  from  being  popular  with 
the  nation  in  general*  A  mod  formidable  party  in  Farlia- 
ment  was  now  foraicd  againft  them :  and  as  it  was  compoiod 
diiefly  of  the  old  whig  fannfies>  who  had  been  in  power  fince 
the  accefHon  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  whom  the  people 
regarded  as  the  guardians  of  public  liberty,  imprellions  were 
readily  received  againfl  new  men,  whom  they  did  not  know^ 
and  in  whom  they  could  not  coniide..  The  kingdom  was  iwpt 
in  a  perpetual  ferment,  by  means  of  periodical  papers  and 
pamphlets,  in  which  the  Miniftry  were  plentifully  ubuicd,  and 
their  condu6b  reprefented  in  the  very  worft  colours.  Nor  did 
the  lacred  perfon  of  his  Majefty  efcape  a  &afe  of  the  obloquy, 
whkich  was  fo  copioufly  beftowed  on  hts  fenrants.  In  the  midd 
of  this  torrent  of  party  rage,  the  Parliament  met  on  the  26th 
of  November  J  and  a  formidabk  oppoBtion  wasexpe^^cd,  cfpe- 
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ciaDy  when  the  fubje^  of  the  peace  fhoiiM  come  into  diicuffbit. 

The  King  in  his  fpeccli  mentioned  It  in  ll.ioncj  terms  of  praifc, 
and  expreiTcd  his  hope  that  it  would  give  his  rarliament  entire 
iatisfa^ion.  The  condlitionSy  he  affirmedi  were  fuch,  that  there 
not  ovXj  was  an  immenfe  territory  added  to  the  Empire  of  Great 
Britain,  but  a  folid  foundation  laid  for  an  increafe  of  trade 
and  commerce  ;  and  the  utmoll  care  had  been  taken,  to  re- 
move all  occafions  of  future  difputes  between  his  fubjecls  and 
thofe  of  France  and  Spain,  whereby  fecurity  and  permanency 
were  added  to  the  bleiEngs  of  peace*  His  Majefty  concluded 
hts  fp^ech  in  the  following  words : — We  could  never  have 
"  carried  on  this  cxtenfive  war  without  the  greateft  union  at 
**  home.  You  will  find  the  fame  union  peculiarly  neceflary, 
m  order  to  make  the  beft  uie  of  the  great  advantages  acquir- 
ed  by  the  peace,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  economy 
which  we  owe  toourfelves,  and  to  our  pofterity»  and  which 
"  alone  can  relieve  this  nation  from  the  heavy  burthens  brought 
**  upon  it,  by  the  necefTitics  of  this  long  and  expenfive  war.** 

The  addreifes  which  both  Houiles  returned  to  his  Majeily 
were  replete  vrith  duty  and  loyalty,  and  gave  as  hearty  an  ap« 
probation  of  public  meafures  as  the  Minifter  could  have  wilhed- 
The  preliminary  articles  of  peace  having  been  by  his  Majefty's 
order  laid  before  Parliament,  their  merits  came  to  be  difcufled 
in  both  Houies  on  the  9th  of  December  j  and,  as  great  debates 
were  ezpe&d,  an  early  and  full  attendance  was  given.  In  the 
Moufe  of  Lords,  the  Duke  of  NewcalUe  made  a  long  fpeech. 
againft  the  peace ;  but  the  pcrfon  who  aflailed  it  with  argu- 
ments of  the  greateft  weight  u'as  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  who 
was  particularly  fevere  again (l  the  Minider,  as  the  promoter  of 
^at  he  denominated  fcandalous  and  diihonoarable  terms. 
The  Eari  of  Hardwicke  alfo  took  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion. 
The  Minifter  and  his  friends  defended  the  terms  of  the  peace 
with  ti^reat  ability  and  coolncfs  ;  anJ  when  the  c|ueftion  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  Dukes  of  Cumberland,  Devonihire,  Graf- 
ton, and  Newcaftky  and  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  finding  all 
oppofitioi)  in  vainy  left  the  Hottfe ;  by  wluch  means^thepeaoe 
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%a3  unauiniouOy  approved  by  the  Lords.  The  triumph  of  the 
Minifter  was  nearly  as  great  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  *,  where, 
k  was  thought,  he  had  to  ditad  not  only  the  thunder  of  Mn 
Pkti  but  alfo  the  oppofitbn  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Townlhend  ) 
who,  a  few  days  before,  had  refigned  his  employments.  The 
chief  attack,  however,  was  made  by  Mr.  Becktord,  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  London,  and  one  of  its  reprefentatives  in  Pariia- 
menty  who,  in  oppofition  to  has  coUeaguesi  fererely  cenfured 
iSbc  peace.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr*  Townfliend  joined  in  approha^ 
tion  of  it.  About  midnight,  the  queftion  for  the  addrefs  was 
put,  and  carried  by  tliree  hundred  and  nineteen  voices  againit 
iizty-five. 

Various  dtics  and  towns  piefented  addrefles  to  his  Majeft^f 
on  the  peace ;  among  others,  one  from  the  meKhants  of  Lon- 
don was  Icvcrcly  felt  by  the  oppofition,  becaufe  the  refpechibi- 
Jity  and  the  numbers  of  thoic  who  iiibicnbcd  it,  afforded 
powerful  evidence,  that  Government  was  at  this  time  well 
fupportedy  and  their  meafures  generally  approved.  The  ad^ 
drefs  of  the  city  of  London  was  vigoroully  oppofed  hy  the 
Ijord  Mayor  and  his  adherents ;  but  it  was  carried  againfl:  them 
by  a  confidcrable  majority  :  and  upon  the  Chief  Magiflrate's 
oliftinate  lefufai  to  prelcnt  it.  Sir  Charles  Afgiil»  as  Jcam 
Unens^  accompanied  by  many  very  reipe^abie  attendantSf  pre- 
lemed  it  to  the  King.  This  proceffion,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
merchants,  was  much  infulted  on  its  way  to  St.  James's,  by  a 
low,  and  as  wns  tuppofcd,  a  hired  mob. 

in  the  couric  of  thisfeifion,  the  Parliament  voted  1,560,000!. 
for  thirty  thoufand  feamen,  including  a  corps  of  marines,  and 
for  ordnance  for  the  (ea  fervice  during  the  current  year ;  they 
alfo  voted  for  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  his  Majeily's 
Ihips,  1 00, cool.  ;  and  for  paying  ofF  the  debt  of  the  navy, 
3,075,316!.  The  fum  total  of  the  fuppiies  granted  this  year, 
was  13,522,0391.  14s.  44d. 

From  thclc  liberal  fupplies,  and  the  great  majorities  by  which 
Admmiilration  carried  all  their  meafores  in  both  Houfes  of 
Pdriumcnt,  the  rciigiution  of  the  Miaiftcr  was  not  expelled 
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by  the  nation.  But  the  violence  of  paxty  rage  had  raifed  fuch 
a  ckimour  againit  the  £arl  of  Bitte>  that,  on  the  i6cho£  April 
1763,  he  fefigned  his  office  of  Firil  Lord  of  the  Treaftny; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood  refigned  his  oflkes 
of  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer.  His 
Lordfhip  was  fuccccded  at  the  Treafury  Board  by  the  Honour- 
able George  GienviUe,  wha  was  aifo  appointed  Chancellor  and 
Under  Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer.  James  Harrist  £fq;  had 
the  other  vacant  feat  at  the  Treafury  Board  and  on  die  23d  ' 
of  May,  his  Majelly  was  pleafed  to  appoint  John  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  George  Hay,  LL.D.  Hans  Stanley,  £fq;  John 
Lord  CarysfoTt,  Richard  Vifeount  Howe,  Henry  Lord  Digby^ 
and  Thomas  Pitt,  Efq;  to  be  Commilfioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Rear- Admiral  Sir  William  Burnaby,  in  the  Dreadnought,, 
was  fent  to  command  his  Majefty^s  fliips  on  the  Jamaica  ftation;. 
'  Admiral  Tynell,  in  the  Prineds  Loniisi,  to  the  Leeward  lilandsi. 
I^ear- Admiral  Lord  Colvil,  in  the  Romney,  to  North  Ame- 
rica ;  Commodore  Pallifer,  in  the  Gucrnfey,  to  Newfound- 
land and  Commodore  Thomas  Harrifon,  in  tlie  Centurion,  to 
the  Meditenranean^  His  Royal  Utghnefe  the  Duke  of  York 
defigning  to  viAt  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  hoifted  his  flag 
on  board  this  fhip,  and  witli  tlic  Commodore,  failed  on  the 
a3d  of  September  from  Plymouth  for  Lifbon,  where  he  arriv- 
ed the  3d  of  0£lober,  accompanied  by  the  Thames  frigate  and 
Valeur  iloop^  His  Royal  Highnefs,  who,  on  this  occaficm^ 
was  pleafed  to  make  nfe  of  hb  title  of  Earl  of  Ulfter,  met 
with  j!preat  attention  from  the  Court  of  Portugal.  He  failed 
from  tlience  and  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where  he  was  alfo  re- 
ceived with  CTcry  mark  of  lefpe^k  due  to  hts  tank.  Having 
completely  viewed  this  extraordinary  place,  he  proceeded  on 
the  28th  of  O^lober  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  and  arrived  there 
on  the  iith  of  November.  After  infpe£ling  tlie  fortifications 
of  the  Cadle  of  St*  Philip's,  he  failed  on  the  17th  of  the  iame 
month  for  Genoa,  where  Ike  arrived  on  the  28th.  Here  his 
Royal  Highnefs  left  die  fliip»  He  then  went  to  Rome,  and 
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from  ihence  vo  Venice.  At  both  places  lie  was  treated  with 
the  gieateft  rcfpecl  i  nTirl  every  exertion  was  made  to  tender  his 
ftay  as  agxteable  at  poffibie.  In  Auguft  17641  he  returned  to 
Genoa  ;  from  whieh,  on  the  1 7th  of  that  month,  he  failed  for 
Nice.  Fruiu  Nice,  he  proceeded  througli  France  :  and  em- 
barking for  Dover,  he  landed  there  oti  the  immedi- 
ately fet  out  for  London. 

His  Ma|efty  was  pleafed  to  appoint  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  to 
be  one  of  his  Frhicipal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  John  Earl  of 
Egmont  was  nominated  his  fuccefibr  as  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. 

Commodore  Psdiifer  was  very  a£kive  at  his 'government  of 
Newfoundland,*  and  faw  all  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty  of 

peace,  relative  to  the  filliery  there,  properly  fulfilled ;  which 
he  did  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  the  French,  at  the  iilands  of 
Mtqoilon  and  St.  Peter*s,  had  no  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with 
liis  conda^*   In  the  Weft  Indies,  the  fame  harmony  did  not 
fubfift  between  the  reprefentatives  of  the  two  nations ;  and  this 
is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  becomes  known,  thai 
the  unprincipled  Comte  d'Edain  was,  at  this  time,  GoTcmoiw 
General  of  St.  Domingo*   He,  on  the  firfl  of  June  this  year, 
ient  a  fliip  of  the  Kne,  accompanied  by  a  fnow,  a  floop,  and  a 
xcbeque,  from  Cape  Francois  to  Turk's  ifland,  (See  Note  i.) 
where  about  two  hundrc!  iMitlfii  fubje<f^s  were  employed  in 
making  fait,    Thefe  were  immediately  driven  from  their  faltn 
works  by  the  French,  their  huts  plundered,  and  themfelyes, 
with  what  vefleb  they  had,  about  nine  in  number,  carried  to 
Cape  Fran<;ois.    There  they  were  confined  one  night;  and 
next  day  allowed  to  depart,  but  on  the  exprefs  condition  of 
not  returning  to  Turk's  ifland.    From  the  number  of  white 
inhabitants  who  went  on  this  expedition,  and  the  fteps  pur- 
fued  by  M.  d'Eftatn,  it  appeared  to  be  the  deiign  of  the  French 
to  form  a  permanent  fettlenicnt  on  tlu^,  iiljiul. 

Wlicn  the  Britilh  MiniUry  were  informed  of  this  infringe- 
'  ment  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  a  debate  arofe  in  Council,  upon 
the  meafures  neceflary  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to  France. 
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Upon  this  occafion,  all  pidcnt,  with  an  exception  of  one  only, 
were  for  making  a  mild  remonftrance  to  the  Court  ot  \  cr- 
failles :  and  their  opinion  w^s  founded  upon  the  apprehenfion^ 
that  a  more  fpirited  condu£k  i^ig^^  induce  that  Court  to  bteak 
the  peace  j  or,  by  fome  unforcfccn  means,  precipitate  the  na- 
tion into  mcafures,  that  would  infallibly  terminate  in  a  recom- 
mencement of  hodilities.  The  perfon  wlio  ventured  to  fland 
fingle  in  his  opinioni  y^zs  the  late  Right  Honourable  George 
Grenville ;  a  name  as  illuftrious  for  acutenefs  of  difcemment 
and  probity  of  intention,  as  any  one  that  graces  the  records  of 
the  Britiili  Senate.  With  a  becoming  fpirit,  he  urged  the  ner 
ceflityof  an  oppofite  condu£i»  as  the  furelt  means  of  preferving 
the  peace ;  andy  by  his  arguments  convinced  them^  that  France 
had  been  unable  to  continue  the  late  war  any  longer ;  that  (he 
was  flill  incapable  of  entering  upon  another;  that,  ii  wc  did 
not  immediately  ihew  a  warm  refentment  of  her  behaviour  ot\ 
this  occafion,  (he  would  repeat  her  infults«  accompanied  with 
menaces,  which  pride  might  induce  her  to  realize  \  and  that 
filence,  or  tamenefs  on  the  part  of  Brita'm,  would  infallibly 
lead  to  a  rupture.  The  Council,  irnprefTed  with  the  truth  of 
thefc  obfervations,  delegated  the  whole  management  of  this 
bttfinefs  to  Mr.  GrenYiUe,  who  immediately  fent  for  Count  dc 
Gucrchy,  the  French  Ambaflador,  and  gave  htm  to  underftand 
in  plain  terms,  **  that  the  I  len  :h  lorees,  wlioluul  iiiv.ulcd  and 
feizcd  on  Turk's  iilandy  muit  immediately  evacuate  it,  and 
reftore  it  to  the  quiet  pofieifion  of  the  Britilh."  The  Am- 
baflador,  in  excufe  for  the  condu^  of  his  Court,  alleged,  that 
the  King  his  Mailer  had  claims  upon  that  ifland,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  enter  into  a  ncgociation  upon  ilwni.  To  this, 
Mr.  GrenviUc  peremptorily  anfwerecl; — <*  Whatever  claims  you 
may  havci  fet  them  up :  we  will  hear  them :  but  firil  the 
«  ifland  muft  and  fhall  be  reftored.  We  will  not  hear  of  any 
claims,  or  of  any  negociation,  while  it  remains  in  pofleiBon  of 
the  French.  It  is  abfurd  to  fcize  the  ifland,  and  then  talk  about 
*^  claims.  When  it  is  rellored  to  his  Britannic  Majefly,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  a  Gngle  word  about  claims  be  heard  or 
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*^  adiraacd."  He  concluded,  in  a  firm  and  determined  manner, 
to  this  cQeci : — Sir,  I  will  wait  nine  days  for  your  au£wer  ; 
^  in  which  tinic,  you.  may  fend  to  and  receive  advice  from  your 

Courtp  wheilier  the  King  your  Mafter  will  immediately  order 
*«  his  forces  to  evacuate  Turk's  ifland,  and  reftore  it  to  the  full 

and  quiet  pofTeflion  of  the  Britilh,  or  not :  and  if  I  do  not 
«  receive  your  anfwcr,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  fleet  now 
M  lying  at  Spithead  ihall  iiul  diredly  for  the  Weft  Indies,  to 
•*  aficrt  the  rightful  claims  of  Britain/'  M.  de  Guerchy  with- 
drew, and  foon  uiicr  r^iurncJ  to  Mr.  Grenviilc,  to  fliow  him 
the  diiipatclies  he  had  prepared  for  his  Court,  in  confequence 
of  their  conference  ;  and  Mr.  QrenviUe  gave  him  leave  to  infert 
in  thefe  difpatches»  the  converfatton  that  had  pafled  between 
them.  The  matter  was  fpeedily  determined)  as  the  meflenger 
whom  the  AmbafCidor  had  fent  to  Paris,  returned  to  Londou 
on  the  iixth  day,  and  brought  with  him  a  copy  of  the  orders^ 
%aed  by  the  French  Monarchi  for  reftoring  the  iflan4  to  the 
Britiiby  as  had  been  required.  Thus,  did  the  fpirited  condtt£b 
of  an  able  Minifter,  by  bringing  the  point  in  difpute  to  an  im« 
m;;dlatc  iiTuc,  not  only  cnfure  the  continuance  of  peace,  and 
ci\  ibliih  the  honour  of  his  country  ^  but  alfo,  obtain  the 
full  indemnification  to  the  Britilh  fubje^Si  for  the  lofles  they 
had  fuftamed  by  the  capture  of  Turk's  ifland  by  the  French. 
For  this  purpofe,  eftimates  were  ordered  to  be  made  out  j  and 
the  bufmefs  was  afterwards  adjufled,  by  the  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica and  the  Governor  of  St.  Domingo. 

The  general  run  of  events  which  occur  in  time  of  profound 
peace  vary  fo  little,  that  a  recital  of  them  becomes  tirefome : 
afici  lev/  or  none  of  tlicm  appear  of  any  great  importance?.  liut 
trifling  as  tliey  may  then  feemto  be,  they  are  frequently  follow- 
ed  by  a  train  of  confequences,  which  unperceivedj  unite,  and 
gradually  form  the  bafis  of  the  molt  momentous  concerns,  agi« 
tating  not  only  particular  kingdoms  and  ilates,  butalfo  whole 
continents.  This  obfervatiou  was  llrongiy  evinccil,  by  fonie 
laeafures  which  were  this  year  adopted  by  the  Britiili  Miniilry. 
The  general  peace^  which  was  at  this  time  eitabliihed  through- 
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•ut  EttropC)  and  for  the  happinefs  of  manktiidy  extended  itt 

influence  over  all  the  other  quarters  oi  the  world,  was  very 
favourable  to  a  defign  which  his  Britannic  X^jeity  had  long 
£onned»  of  folding  fome  Teflels  under  the  command  of  inteUU 
gene  and  enterprising  officers,  to  explore  fuch  parts  of  the 
globe  as  were  imperfe£lly  known,  and  if  poflible  to  afcertain 
the  truth  of  geographical  opinions,  which  were  by  many  con- 
iidercd  as  chimerical  or  at  beil  probkmaticalf,  Thefe  voyagers^ 
befides  their  deGgn  of  making  new  difcoveries,  and  of  afoertaio* 
ing  with  more  precifion  thole  already  made,  had  it  alfo  in  view 
to  fearch  for  obje£ks  which  might  enlarge  or  improve  our 
commerce. 

The  firft  who  wa&  fent  on  this  fcrvice  was  the  Honourabio 
Capuin  John  Byroni  in  his  Majefty's  ihip  the  Dolphin  of 
twenty  guns,  accompanied  by  the  Tamer  (loop,  conunanded 
by  Captain  Tatrick  Mow.U.  i^tiitics  other  inflriiciions,  Captaii. 
Byron  had  orders  to  make  an  accurate  furvey  of  fucli  iflands  as 
lay  to  the  eailward  of  the  coafk  of  the  mod  foutherly  part  of 
the  continent  of  South  America*  This  led  him  to  examine  widi 
great  attention  FalkUnd's  iflands ;  and  from  the  favourable  le* 
port  which  he  made  of  them  on  his  ret  urn,  meafures  were 
puffued  by  Adminiikration,  which^  by  their  confc^Vicnces,  had 
nearly  involved  the  country  in  a  war  widi  Spain.  Thefe  will 
be  confidered  in  their  proper  place«  ^ 

1765. 

The  next  event  which  falls  under  our  notice, '  and  which 
was  followed  by  confequences  of  ilill  greater  importance,  was 

the 

f  At  it  would  he  foreign  to  the  plaa  of  this  work  to  follow  thefe  nav^ton^ 
or  to  give  a  foil  account  of  all  the  particulars  of  their  fevcral  voyages,  which  were 
undertaken  by  order  of  government  from  the  year  1764  to  1793*  and  as  many 
dilboteiict  important  to  oavlgatioB  were  made  in  caafc(|iieiKe  <rf  thcie  hmdable 
cnierprixeiy  the  reader  who  may  chufie  to  pcrufe  it*  it  referred  to  a  brief  tccoont 
of  them  at  the  end  of  the  appendix.  He  will  there  find  that,  hj  their  meant,  more 
niefiil  gcogra{^ical  knowledge  had  been  acquired  during  the  period  above  men« 
tkiocdy  thaa  by  all  the  other  oationa  of  Europe  fince  the  days  of  CdumbiiiL 
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Ac  taxation  of  the  BritiHi  American  Colonies  by  the  famous 
Scamp  A£l.    Without  entering  into  any  detail  ot  the  argu- 
ments wkkk  wm  tMucedf  in  fnppoit  cither  of  the  meafuics  «£ 
G^iWTimeiit)  or  of  the  daims  of  the  Colonies,  it  will  be  fnlli- 
eicnt  to  obfervc,  that  the  party  called  the  Oppofition,  .4\ailcJ 
ihemfelves  of  the  difcontent  which  the  iiamp  acl  had  occa(io»-> 
«d  in  America}  tofeprohate  the  condo^  of  the  Minidry;  and 
that  llie  Americans  were  encouraged  hj  the  debates  in 
Britiih  Parliament  to  perfift  in  their  complaints,  ancl  to  urge 
their  demands  of  rcdrcfs.  In  the  month  of  July,  Mr.  Grenviilc 
and  his  friends  found  it  ncceiTary  or  thought  it  expedient  to 
lefign  their  placesy  and  were  focceeded  by  the  following  Noble- 
men  and  Gentlemen,  who  formed  the  new  Adminiftration,  viz. 
the  Mircjuis  oi  Rockingham,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafuivj 
Wiiluni  Dowdefwell,  Efq;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  :  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  and  General  Conway,  Secretaries  of  State; 
ihc  Earl  of  Wincfaeliea)  Preitdent  of  the  Council  $  and  the 
Doke  of  Kewcaftle,  Lord  Privy  Seal.    The  Eari  of  Morning* 
ton,  Lord  Chancellor  ;  a:ul  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  Firlt  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  remained  in  ollice. 

During  the  Adminiftration  of  Mr  GrenTiUey  the  Spanifii 
Governor  of  Jucatan,  Don  Philip  Ramires  d*£ftinz^  had 
driven  away  by  force,  the  Britiih  fcttlcr«  and  log  wood -cutterg 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras.  As  foon  as  the  Miniiler  was  inform- 
ed of  this  aggrefTinn,  orders  were  fcnt  to  the  Earl  of  Rochfort^ 
the  Britiih  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  to  make  the 
moft  fpirited  demand  for  redrefs.  This  demand  was  immedi*- 
ately  complied  with  by  his  Catholic  Majefty,  uLa,  in  the  mofl 
explicit  terms,  difapproved  of  the  Governor  of  Jucatan's  pro- 
ceedings, and  fent  an  order  for  the  Britiih  fubjc£^s  to  be  re* 
inftated  in  their  pofiefiions,  agreeable  to  treaty.  A  duplicate 
of  this  order  was  fcnt  out  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  William  Bur* 
naby,  Baronet,  commanding  his  Mnjefly's  fquiulrnn  on  the 
Jamaica  ftation.  He  accordingly  failed  in  the  Attive  frigate 
far  the  Spaniih  Main :  and^  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  dated  off  the  river  Balisc^  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras, 

March 
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March  26th«  1755)  informed  htm,  that  be  hid  feen  the  log. 
wood*cutCer8  reinftated  at  Rowley's  Bitet,  the  New  River,  and 

Ria  Honda,  by  the  Command  a  lU  of  Bacalar,  in  terms  of  an 
order  which  he  had  received  irgm  the  Governor  of  Jucatan. 
At  the  lEune  time.  Sir  William  received  a  moft  polite  letter 
from  Don  Alvarez,  die  rucceflbr  of  Don  Ramirez  d'Eftins 
as  Governor  of  Jticatan,  wherein  he  afl'iired  him,  that  the 
King  his  Mafter  dll.ipprnvcd  of  the  late  Governor's  condu€l, 
in  didurbing  the  logwood-cutters,  and  for  the  future  they 
ihottld  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  politenefs,  and  left  at  hberty 
to  ufe  that  trade  without  being  incommoded,  and  that  no  ex- 
tortion (hould  be  praclifed  on  any  Britifh  fubjedl.  This  matter 
l>eing  fettled.  Sir  William  Burnaby  proceeded  to  regulate  the 
logwood-cutters,  and  fixed  the  limits  of  their  trade  up  the 
rivers,  according  to  the  tftaties  with  the  Spaniards :  he  aUb 
drew  up  a  code  of  regulations  for  their  police  among  the  Bay- 
men  themfelves,  and  pui  tlic  fcttlemcnt  on  a  moll:  refpedlablc 
iooting ;.  Sir  William  Burnaby  having  iiuiilied  all  his  buhneis 
on  this  part  of  the  coaft,  returned  to  Jamaica,  taking  with  him 
the  troops  he  had  brought  from  that  ifland,  for  reinftating  the 
Baymen,  in  cafe  the  Spaniards  had  proved  refra£lory. 

The  guardOiips  lall  vear  and  this  were  chiefly  employed  in 
tranfportinc:  troops  to  and  irom  the  illand  of  Min^  rc:i,  Gib- 
raltar, the  Weft  Indies,  and  North  America;  his  Majefty  hav« 
ing  formed  a  plan  of  relieving  fuch  regiments  as  were  employ- 
ed on  foreign  fervicc,  by  which  the  whole  of  them  fliould  have 
their  turns  of  tliat  fervicc  by  rotation. 

The  Parliament  met  December  tlie  17th,  and  the  new 
Miniikry,  to  reconcile  their  condu^  to  the  language  which  they 
had  advanced  while  in  oppofition,  brought  in  a  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  »Stamp  Acl  i/i  Anicrua,  ivhii  h  ivas  pojpd  into  a  Lvuk 
But  in  the  fame  feflion  of  Parliament,  they  alfo  paffed  the  De- 
claratory A^,  and  thereby  dedroyed  every  pretenfion  to  popu-p- 
larity  among  the  Americans,  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aA 
was  probably  intended  to  produce  $  the  Americans  regarding  the 
dcdaratioii  of  what  they  cuiUiJcred  as  an  allumed  power,  to  be 

equally. 
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equally  injurious  to  tliem  with  its  a£ku<d  exertion.  And  km 
Mije(l]r*s  Minifters  had  the  mordficadon  to  find,  in  the  anfwext 
«rhidi  cane  to  the  official  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale»  le- 
^K^Ung  the  fcpeal  of  the  ftamp  ad>  that  this  boafted  conceifiok 

had  been  received  in  America^  with  a  coldiicfs  that  bv>rilere4 
oa  conteippt* 

1766, 

This  AdmiiiUiratlon  did  not  comiauc  long  in  power,  a  new 
one  being  appointed  July  1766,  at  the  head  of  which  the  g^reat 
Mr.  William  Pitt  was  fuppofed  to  (land,  although  he  had  only 
the  olHcc  ci  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal.  He  was  on  this  oc<«- 
caGon  created  Earl  of  Chatham.  Tlie  Duke  of  Grafton  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  tlie  Treafury:  and  the  Honourable  Charles 
Townfliend  was  made  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Eail 
of  Shelbume  and  General  Conway  were  appointed  Seccetariea 
of  St.u;:;  but  the  General  rcniaiiicd  in  oihcc  only  until  Dt-ccm- 
hcr,  when  he  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September^  his  Majedy  was  j^leafed  to  ap- 
pMnt  the  following  Admiralty  Board :  Sir  Chatles  Saunders 
K.  B.  Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  Charles  Townihend,  £fq^ 
SirWiiii*im  Mercdyth,  l^n  r.  John  Buller,  Efq*,  Henry  Vifcount 
Palmerilon,  and  Sir  George  Yonge^  Bare:  and  on  the  13th  of 
December^  he  appointed  a  new  Board  of  .  Admiralty*  coniiiti^g 
of  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  K.  B.  Charles  Townfhend* 
John  Buller,  Efqrs.  Henry  Vifcount  Palmerfton,  Sir  George 
Yonge,  Bart.  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Piercy  Brett,  Kiit.  and  Charici 
Jenkinfon,  Efq. 

The  Honourable  Captain  Byron  returned  this  year  from  his 
Toyage  round  the  world ;  and  from  the  report  he  made  of  the 
harbour  of  Port  Egmont  in  Falkland's  hlands,  Captain  John 
Macbride  in  the  Jafon,  accompanied  by  two  Hoops  and  a  llorc- 
ihip,  was,  foon  after  his  arrival*  fent  to  tajce  pofleihon  of  that 
placCi  and  to  form  a  fcttiement  there:  fuch  a  meafure  havingt  it 
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is  faid,  been  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  late  Lord  Anfon, 
Nor  was  the  defign  of  making  more  difcoveries  laid  afide,  the 
Dolphin  was  again  fitted  out,  her  bottoin  Hieathed  witfi  cop* 
peTj  and  the  command  of  her  given  to  Captain  Samuel  WaUts, 
who,  accompanied  by  the  Swallow  (loop  of  war.  Captain  PhtHp 
Carteret,  failed  for  the  South  Seas.  The  flag-ollicers  command- 
ing his  Majeity*8  fhips  on  foreign  ftations  were  relieved  by  the 
IdUowing  officers :  Sir  William  Burnaby  on  the  Jamaica  ft»- 
tioOf  by  Rear-Admiral  Parry,  in  the  Prefton  of  fifty  guns; 
!Rear*Admiral  Tyrrell  at  the  Leeward  ifiahds,  by  Vice- Admiral 
Fyc,  in  the  Pembroke  of  fixty  cruris;  Commodore  Hamlon, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  by  Commodore  Richard  Spry,  in  the 
Jexfey  of  fixty  guna  ;  Lord  Colnl,  on  the  North  American  fta-> 
tion,  by  Vice* Admiral  Dvrell,  in  the  Lauacefton  of  forty-four 
guns.  Admiral  Durell  dying  foon  after  lie  arrived  at  Halifax^ 
was  fucceeded  in  his  command  bv  Commodore  Samuel  Hood, 
kt  the  Romney  of  fifty  guns.  Commodore  Pailifer  was  con- 
txntied  tn  his  command  at  the  Newfoundland  ftation. 

In  conleqiience  of  a  petition  from  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
Royal  Navy  on  half-pay,  prefented  10  ihc  1  ioufe  of  Commons 
1^  the  Hon.  Captain  Hcrvey  this  year,  the  Houfe  came  to  the 
lefblution  of  prefeming  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  requeliing 
that  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  into  coo* 
fideration,  the  <;afe  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Nary  on  half-pay, 
and  to  make  fuch  further  provifion  for  fo  dcferving  and  uleful 
a  body  of  vo^^f  (not  exceeding  one  ihiUiiig  a-day,)  over  and 
abofc  their  prefent  half-pay,  (two  ihillings)  as  his  Majefty  in 
Ikis  wifdom  (hall  think  fit;  and  afliiring  his  Majefty,  that  the 
}ioufc  would  make  good  the  fame* 

17G7. 

On  the  i7ih  of  Sepiember  this  year,  his  Royal  Highnefs 

Edward  A  ugullus,  Duke  of  York,  next  brother  to  the  Kin|r, 
.  died  at  Monaco  iii  Italy.    He  was  born  March  the  14111,  1739; 

and. 
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ind,  in  March  1760,  cfeated  Duke  of  York  and  Attmny*  la 
1 76 1,  he  was  made  a  Rear-Adnural  of  the  Blue }  and  tn  17629 

Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue.  His  Royal  Highnefs  had  been  much 
fatigued  by  his  journey  through  tlie  fouth  of  France,  and  par- 
ticularly by  viitting  the  port  and  fortifications  of  l  oulon,  which 
took  him  Iwo  days  in  the  hotteik  weather  of  the  icafon.  Im. 
ne<&itety  after  this,  on  Thorfday,  September  the  3d,  he  em* 
barked  at  A:uibcs  for  Genoa  j  but  finding  himfelf  CAtiemcly 
heated  and  out  of  order,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  put  into 
Monaco^  wheit  he  iniUutly  took  his  bed.  At  firft,  his  diforder 
leemed  to  give  way  lo  the  remedies  which  were  applied  $  but 
on  the  ^  he  relapfed.   He  gave  orders^  that  in  the  event  of 
his  difeafc  increafing,  Doclor  James's  Powder  Ihould  be  given 
him.    They  were  accordingly  adminlllcred  to  him  on  the  tenth  • 
atidy  on  every  repetition  of  them  he  felt  fome  lelief,  until  a  very 
few  days  before  his  death,  when  there  appeared  fymptoms  of 

a  tnortlfication  of  his  bowels,  whicli  tcrmiirated  his 

During  the  courfe  of  his  painful  illiicfs,  he  belnved  with  the 
greatetl  fortitude  and  refignation.  The  Prince  of  Monaco  paid 
all  poiiible  honours  to  his  deceafed  guelb  The  body  lay  m 
ftate,  attended  by  his  Highnefs's  guards,  until  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 2Gtb,  wlicn  it  was  carried  in  grand  proccfLua  from  the 
palace  to  the  beach.  There  it  was  received  by  Commodore 
Bpry,  and  put  on  board  his  long-boat  %  where  a  canopy  cover- 
ed with  black  was  prepared  fdr  its  reception^  and  the  Royal 
Standard  was  hoiftcd  half-ftaflf  up.  This  boat,  with  the  mutes 
in  if,  was  towed  by  the  Captains  barges,  and  followed  by  the 
Commodore's  barge,  which  contained  his  Royal  Highnefs'a 
lervantSy  and  by  two  more  barges  for  the  remaining  officers* 
From  the  time  when  die  proceflion  fet  out,  the  Montreal  frigate, 
to  which  the  body  was  to  be  conveyed,  iircd  mintite-  gnas  uuiil 
it  was  received  on  board,  when  the  Royal  Standard  washoilled 
haif*ftaff  up,  and  the  minute  guns  ceafed.  The  Prince  of  Mo- 
naco continued  at  the  water-fide  until  the  body  wa»  on  board. 
The  garrifon  then  fired  two  rounds  of  cannon,  and  the  regi- 
ment two  yuunds  of  running  tire.    The  Moutieal  immediately 

failed 
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filtled  for  England,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  28th  of 
October,  and  on  the  30th  at  the  Norc ;  where  fhe  was  met  by 
liis  Majefty'8  yacht  the  Mary>  on  board  of  which  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  corpfe  Mras  put.  On  the  iecond  of  November  ic 
was  landed  at  (ircL-nwlch,  iruni  whence  it  was  conveyed  in  a 
hearfe,  in  grand  proceilioa^  to  the  Prince's  Chamber^  Whitc- 
liail*  During  the  temainder  of  that  day,  it  lay  there  in  ftate  ; 
and  on  the  tlurdi  at  ten  o'clock  at  night»  was  privately  interred 
in  the  royal  vault  in  K.  Henry  VIPs  Chapel.  The  body  was 
covered  with  a  hollaiid  flieet,  and  a  black  velvet  pall,  adoviiLHl 
with,  eight  efcutchcons  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  arms,  under  a 
canopy  of  black  velvet*  The  pall  was  fupported  by  Lords 
Le  Defpencer,  Boctetourt,  Brucci  and  Bofton,  two  on  each  fide. 
The  canopy  was  fupported  by  eight  Admirals,  four  on  a  fide,  in 
their  uniform  coats,  black  waiftcoats,  and  crapes  in  their  hats 
and  on  their  arms,  Thcfc  were  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  K.  B.;  the 
Duke  of  Bolton }  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  K.&j  Francis  Geary, 
Efq;  Thomas  Frankland>  Efq;  Sir  Charfes  Hardy,  Knt. ;  Sir 
Samuel  Cornlfli,  Bart.j  and  Sir  George  Brydgci  Rodney,  Biiu: 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  chief  mourner.  He  was 
dteScd  in  a  long  black  cloak,  and  his  train  was  borne  by  Sir 
Peter  Denis,  Bart.  His  fupporters  were  the  Dukes  of  Montagu 
and  Northumberland,  alfo  in  black  cloaks  \  and  his  aiiiftants 
were  the  Earls  of  Huntingduii,  Denbigh,  Peterborough,  Litch- 
field, Pomtret,  Orford,  Harcourt,  and  Deiawar. 

In  September  this  year,  a  partial  change  of  Adminiftration 
took  place,  and  fome  friends  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  came  into 
office.  Lord  North  fucceeded  the  lace  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend, 
as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Earl  Cower  was  made 
Prcfident  of  the  Council:  foon  after,  General  Conway  was 
fucceeded  as  Secretary  of  State  by  Vifcount  Weymouth. 

On  the  28th  of  July  this  year,  the  Lord  Cdmmilfioners  of  the 
Admiralty  fignified  his  Majefty*s  pleafure,  that  the  embroider- 
ed uniform  cloathing,  appointed  to  be  worn  by  Flag-Ofiicers,  and 
^  fuU-drefs  uniform  cloathing,  appointed  to  be  worn  by  Cap- 
tains, Commanders,,  zai  Lieutenants  of  his  Majcdy's  fleet,  be 

difcon^ 
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difcontinued  ^  and  that  the  frock  uniform  cloathiiig,  appointed 
alfo  to  be  worn  by  the  faid  officers,  be  altered  as  follows. 

The  Adnurals  frocks  to  have  narrow  lappels  down  to  the 
waift  5  fmall  boot  cuffs;  a  fingle  laceinftead  of  treble  lace  down 
the  fide  Ikirts  ;  to  be  lacetl  with  plain  moufquctaire  lace,  agree- 
able to  the  pattern  lodged  at  the  navy  office  \  and  in  all  other 
frfpe£U  to  be  the  fame  as  now  worn. 

The  Captains  and  Commanders  frocks  to  have  narrow  lap« 
pels  duwn  t(j  flic  waiil  \  aiui  ui  uil  utiicr  rcfpccls  to  continue  as 
they  are  now  worn. 

The  Lieutenants  frocks  to  have  narrow  lappels  down  to  the 
waift  ;  flafh  cuffs  like  the  Commanders^  (without  lace)  inftead 
of  roll  cuffs ;  and  in  all  other  ie^pe€U  to  condnne  as  tbey-are  now 
worn. 

In  the  courfc  of  the  year  i  767,  two  acls  of  Parliament  had 
been  pafled  in  England,  which  related  to  America :  the  firft,  im^ 
pofing  certain  duties  on  glafs,  painter's  colottrs,  and  teas  im- 
ported  into  that  country  ;  and  the  fecond,  appointing  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Cuftoms  to  be  rcfidcnt  there.  Thefe  laws  did 
not  fail  to  aggravate  the  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  oppofitioi^. 
which  had  already  been  roufed  in  America,  and  which  became 
moft  ungovernable  in  the  town  of  Bofkon  in  New  England* 

1768. 

At  Cbarleftown,  in  South  Carolina,  it  had  become  the  com- 

mon  pra(^^ice,  for  vefTels  to  omit  calling  at  the  Cuiioui-houfc  for 
the  neccir^ry  papers,  either  at  coming  into  port,  or  going  out 
of  it  $  and  the  officers,  who  knew  that  this  practice  was  con- 
tnry  to  the  law,  were  either  fearful  to  refift,  or  unable  to 
prevent  it.  But  Captain  Hawker,  of  his  Majefty's  floop  the 
Sardoine,  being  ftationcd  here,  and  having  rclolved,  that  the 
mailers  of  veflels  fliould  no  longer  proceed  in  this  manner  with 
impunity,  feized  a  fchooner  which  had  not  a  fingle  paper  on 
board.  This  piea(ure  not  opiy  enraged  all  the  mercantUe  people 

there. 
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there,  as  it  was  a  common  ewak  with  thems  bvt  it  went  £urtiier. 

Even  the  lawyers  of  tlie  province  poiitivLly  declared,  that  they 
would  not  be  empiojfcd  on  the  part  of  the  King,  but  would 
teadily  pkad  for  the  oppofite  fide*  The  CoUe^kor  of  his  Ma> 
jcdfs  Cuftoms  tnctuned  the-  difpteafure  of  the  mefdiants,  by 

becoming  furety  for  Captain  Hawker*s  carrying  on  the  profecu- 
tion ;  and  by  declaring,  that  he  would  not  in  future  overlook 
fuch  gbring  ine^hritiM  in  trade :  fo  fsnrxlid  they  cany  their 
xcfentment)  as  to  contribute  money  for  conducing  profecutioDs 
againft  the  Colle£^of  .  The  mob  ^reatened  deftni£lion  to 
tain  ILiwkcr  and  his  crew,  if  they  (liould  perfift  in  examining 
their  veiTels ;  but  the  Captain  diiregardcd  their  tlircats,  and  ad^ 
cd  with  fuch  ipirit*  as  compelled  them  to  provide  themielve^ 
with  the  neceflary  papers  from  the  Cttftom>hou£e. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  a  change  in  Adminidration  took 
place.  The  Earl  of  Chatham,  finding  that  he  did  not  polTcfs 
that  power  in  the  Cabinet,  to  which  he  thought  himfelf  entit- 
led as  WaiAer»  refigned  his  office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  %  and  the 
Earl  of  Shelbume,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  followed  hk 

example,  i  lic  llarl  of  Chatham  was  luccccdcd  in  ofiice  by  the 
£arl  of  BriHoI  *,  tlie  Earl  of  Shelburne,  by  Lord  Vifcount  Vv  ey' 
mouth  in  the  Southern,  and  Lord  Weymouth  by  the  Earl  of 
Rochfort,  in  the  Northern  Department.  As  the  affairs  of  the 
Colonies  were  every  day  becoming  more  important,  it  was  found 
expedient  to  appoint  a  Secretary  of  State  for  the  American  Dc- 
partmcotf  and  this  ollke  was  conferred  on  the  Earl  of  Hillf- 
borottgh^  who  aUb  preiided  as  firft  Commifiioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

A  relief  of  the  flap-olTiccrs  on  fe\-eral  ftations  took  place  this 
year.  Commodore  Arthur  Forreft  was  fent  to  command  his 
Majeily's  ihlps  at  Jamaica  *,  Commodore  Man  to  the  Leeward 
libnds  I  and  Commodore  Froby  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Great  complaints  having  come  from  the  Eaft  Indies  of  mif- 
conducl  in  the  icrvants  of  the  Lail  IndiA  CompAny,  the  Direc- 
tors adopted  the  refolution  of  fending  out  three  Supervifors, 
vcficd  with  the  moil  ample  authorityi  to  make  enquiries  into  all 
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abules  comniltted  there,  and  toredrefs  grievances.  The  gentle- 
men named  to  thefc  confidential  appointments  were  Henry 
Van&ttartt  Luke  Sarafton»  and  John  Ford,  Efqrs.  Theyem- 
barked  with  their  retinue  on  board  his  Majefty's  (hip  Aurora,  and 
goi  fafe  to  the  Cape  of  Good  llupc ;  but  after  their  departure 
from  tlience,  no  accounts  of  them  were  ever  received,  Tlie 
general  conjecture  concerning  their  unfortunate  fate  was,  that 
the  veflel  muft  have  been  confumed  by  fire.  Sir  John  Lindfay 
made  all  poflible  fearch  for  them,  at  every  place  where  he  thought 
they  miglit  have  been  (hipwrecked,  but  without  e{Fe£b.* 

Tlie  Diredlors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  requefted  Govern- 
menty  to  fend  fome  ihips  of  the  line  to  prote^  their  fettlement9 
in  India ;  and  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Majefly'$ 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  wrote  to  them,  that  their  requclh 
would  be  complied  with  ;  but  that  Ins  Miijefty  expelled,  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  fquadron  in  India  (hould  have 
'  a  Toice  in  all  Councils  where  peace  or  war  was  to  be  debated : 
on  the  recel]^  of  this  letter,  the  Dire^ors  called  a  Court  of  Pro- 
prietors, where,  after  nuich  ilebntt^,  it  was  refolved  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fevcniy-leven  votes  againlt  ninety-five,  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  fuch  fquadron  fhould  not  have  a  voice  with 
regard  fb  peace  or  war.  His  I^ajefty  therefore  countermanded 
the  order  for  equipping  the  (hips  of  the  line  defttned  for  this  fer- 
vice  ;  but  afmall  fquadron  of  frigates,  (See  Note  3.)  of  v  hicli 
the  Aurora  was  to  compofe  a  part,  was  fent  in  their  phice, 
under  Commodore  Sir  John  Lindfay,  who>  while  he  command- 
ed in  India^  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath. 

His  Majedy  was  plcafed  to  order  his  Royal  Ill^hnefs  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Rcar- 
Admiral  of  the  &lue»  aud  that  he  might  be  inilni^ked  in  the  evolu- 
tions of  a  fieet,  he  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Venus  frigate, 

and  put  to  fea  on  the  15th  of  June,  with  a  fquadron  0/  fmall 
ihips,—- (See  Note  4.)  After  cruizing  for  fome  weeks  in  tlic 
Chann^ii  he  returned  to  Sptthead. 

.  •        B  1769. 

*  Mr.  William  Falcooer,  the  Author  of  tbc  Marine  Di^ionary,  «ai  of  th« 
Wifldfid  Poem  the  Shipwreck,  wj.^  Pnrf^r  of  thh  unfortunate  fliip> 
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M£DIT£RRAN£AN. 

The  Montreal  and  Carysfort  frigates,  commanded  by  Cup- 
tains  Cofby  and  Vandeputi  being  at  Leghorn  on  the  1 7th  oi' 
April)  when  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  his  brother  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  arrived  there  $  the  Governor  of  the 

place  fent  notice  to  Sir  John  Dick,  liis  Majcdy's  Conful,  that 
theie  great  perfonages  intended,  as  foon  as  ihcy  liad  dined^  to 
go  on  board  the  frigates.  Of  this  Sir  John  imniediately  inform- 
ed the  two  Captains,  and  prefentlf  after  went  himfelf  on  board 
the  Montreal,  which  got  under  way  and  ftood  clofe  in-fliore, 
in  order  to  receive  thefc  illuflrious  vifitors,  who  were  coiiducl- 
cd  on  board  in  barges.  As  foon  as  tliey  reached  the  quarter* 
deck  of  the  Montreal,  both  frigates  fired  a  falute  of  twenty-one 
guns*  They  continued  on  board  near  two  hours,  during  which 
time  Captain  Cofljy  kept  his  fliip  under  fail,  and  on  pafling  by 
the  Carysfort,  fhc  alfo  got  ui^dcr  way,  anil  accompanied  the 
Montreal.  Their  UighiiciTes  exprefled  great  fatisfa£iion  with 
the  entertainment  they  received  on  board  the  frigates,  and  the 
Grand  Duke  introduced  Sir  John  Dick  to  his  Imperial  Majedy. 
When  thefe  illuflrious  vifitors  had  got  into  their  barges,  and 
were  rowing  to  tlic  fliore,  the  frigates  fired  a  falute  as  they  had 
done  when  they  came  on  board.  Next  day,  the  two  Captains 
landed  at  Leghorn,  and  were  prefented  by  Sir  John  Dick  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  Grand  Duke. 

AFRICA. 

Tlic  following  melancholy  affair  happened  on  the  lo.iII  of 
Africa.  In  conlcqucnce  of  orders  glv^u  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  hig  Majefty's  fliips  on  this  llation,  to  fearch  for  and 
take  ptffiefiion  <^  the  ifland  of  Arguin  ^  he  fent  Captam  Francis 
CHara  of  his  Majefty's  floop  the  Cygnet  on  this  fervtce  j 
who,  leaving  his  (hip  off  Cape  Blanco,  proceeded  in  an  arm- 
ed tender,  provided  for  the  purpofe,  and  iteercd  cloie  along 
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fliore,  in  hope«  of  falling  in  with  the  iHand.  On  tlie  nth 
of  June  he  m^t  with  a  boat,  in  which  were  fome  Moors,  who, 
difcovcring  by  the  colours  that  the  tender  was  Britifli>  cattle  on 

bo^rd,  affuring  Captain  0*Hara  of  their  friemlfhip ;  and  upon 
karning  what  was  the  object  of  his  fearch,  they  prollercd  to 
conduct  him  to  the  ifland  of  Arguin.  Their  offer  was  accept- 
ed, and  they  reached  the  ifland  on  the  14th,  The  tender  hav- 
ing atichored  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  (hote,  Cap- 
tain O'lL.ra,  attended  by  five  or  fix  of  his  crew,  landed  in  a  ' 
fmaU  boaf,  leaving  orders  with  tlie  commanding  officer  on 
board,  to  be  in  readiijcfs  with  hifi  guns  and  fmall  arms  to  fire, 
in  cafe  he  Ihould  be  attacked  by  the  natives ;  and  filing  the 
fignal  for  fo  doing  to  be  the  difcharge  of  a  piftol.  Captain 
O'll  ir.i,  oa  his  hiiuling,  was  recciveil  wiili  great  civility  by  the 
natives ;  to  whom  he  faid,  that  he  had  come  by  order  of  the 
King  his  Mailer  to  viiit  the  ifland,  and  to  hoiit  Hritilh  colours 
on  an  old  ruined  fort;  afluring  them,  that  he  did  not  intend 
the  leaft  haita  to  them  by  fo  doing.  They  appeared  not  to  rcKfh 
the  propol'il  of  lioifting  the  colours,  and  made  fome  little  bull  1  ; 
but  on  being  informed  by  the  Captain  that  the  King  his  Maiier 
had  fent  them  fome  prefents,  which  were  in  the  ihipi  and 
which  he  requefted  them  to  come  on  board  and  fee,  they 
became  pnclficd,  and  in  great  numbers  ran  to  the  beach  to 
bunch  their  boats  and  canoes,  to  accompany  him.  The 
commanding  ofhcer  of  the  tender,  upon  feeing  iliis  multitude 
of  the  natives,  and  not  obferving  Captain  O'Hara  among  them» 
thought  they  were  coming  to  attack  him,  and  unfortunately 
gave  orders  te  fire  all  his  guns  and  fmall  arms ;  by  which  above 
ivveiuy  of  the  naiives  were  killed,  and'many  more  wounded, 
ile  then  or«l<  red  the  cable  to  be  cut>  and  made  off  with  all 
pofiibic  fpccd.  On  tbis>  the  natives  attacked  Captain  CXHaray 
who  was  iligbtly  wounded  before  he  had  time  to  furrender 
himfclf.  1  he  Captain  and  his  men  were  made  prifoncrs,  and 
carried  up  the  country ;  and  although  he  foon  convinced  the 
natives  that  he  was  not  to  blame,  his  vexation  of  mind  pro* 
duced  a  fever,  which,  from  want  of  proper  affiftancci  car^ 
lied  him  ofi*  in  a  few  days.   Had  he  furvtved,  he  would  have 
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been  taken  to  Senegal)  a»  his  people  werej  and  there  ran-* 
fomed.  Some  imhappy  miftake  produced  thU  fatal  event.  The 

commanding  officer  on  board  declared,  that  he  heard  the  report 
of  a  pillol,  on  which  he  gave  orders  to  fire.  He  s^as  tried  hf 
a  Court-martial  and  acquitted. 

1770. 

» 

The  difputes  wiih  our  American  colonies  uiiiui  tunatcly  con- 
tinued ftiii  to  increaie  this  year;  and  an  affair,  trifling  in  itfelf^ 
had  nearly  involved  Great  Britain  in^a  war  with  Spain.  A 
change  took  place  in  the  Miniflry^  but  none  in  the  meafnres 
purlued  with  icfpc^l  to  America.  The  Duke  of  Graftcwi  re- 
figncd  his  office  of  Firft.  Lord  Commiliioner  of  the  Treafury^ 
and  on  the  28th  of  January,  Lord  North  was  appointed  ht» 
fttcceflbn  On  the  lath  of  April,  a  bill  repealing  the  duties  on 
painter's  colours  and  glafs,  imported  into  North  America,  re- 
ceived the  ruyal  afient  j  but  this  bil!  left  tlic  duty  of  threepence 
per  pound  on  tea  to  operate  as  an  internal  tax*  and  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  this  claufe  flumld  have  remained. 

Governor  Bernard  by  his  Majefty*s  order  returned  to  Eng* 
land,  and  was  followed  home  by  a  number  of  complaints  from 
the  AHbrnbly  of  Maflachufet's  Bay.  During  his  abfencc,  Liei*- 
tenant- Governor  Thomas  Ilutchifon  prefided  in  the  colony* 

On  the  26th  of  O^ber,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  appoint 
Thomas  Hutchifon,  £fq;  to  be  Captain-General  and  Governor 
in  Chief  of  the  pruvincc  of  MalVacimfct's  liay,  in  New  Eng- 
land, in  tlie  room  of  Sir  Francis  Ikrnard,  Bart^  Andrew  Ohvcr^ 
Efq;  to  be  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Thomas  Flucker,  Efq^  to 
be  Secretary. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  Lord  Vifcount  Liiburne,  Francis 
Holburnc,  £14,  ^:\d  the  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox,  were 
made  Commiflioners  of  the  Adnuralty,  in  room  of  Chariea 
Town(bend»  £fqi  Sir  George  Tonge»  Bart,  and  Sir  Pieicf 
Biett^  Knt.;  and  in  December  this  year^  George  Earl  of  Uali* 
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fax  WrtS  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  the  room  of  the  EarloIBriilolj 
and  John  Earl  of  Sandwich  one  of  his  Majedy's  Principal  Se^ 
cictano  a£  Sunt,  in  room  of  Lord  Weymouth. 

It  was  mendoned,  that  a  rupture  with  Spain  had  verj*nc9x]j 
taken  placw,  irom  the  followinj;  caufe.  Coniniodorc  Byron  hav- 
ing, on  his  return  from  his  voyage  round  the  world,  made  a 
faYOurable  report  of  a  har^HHir  he  had  difcovered  at  the  Maioaia 
or  FaUdand's  iflands,  fituated  not  far  diftant  from  the  eaftem 
entry  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan  in  Sooth  America,  which  he 
named  Port  Egmont,  in  lionour  of  the  then  Firll  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Captain  Macbride  in.the  Jafonfrigate,  attended  by 
two  ik)ops  and  a  ftoieAitp,  waa  foon  after  fent  to  take  po^ 
leffion  of  it.  The  fiore(hip  carried  out  ftoresy  fome  cannon^ 
and  a  portable  blockhoufe,  which  had  been  con(lru6ted  at 
Deptford,  and  wliich  admitted  of  beine  taken  to  pieces  and 
J^t  on  ibipboard.  After  Captain  Macbride's  ret  n  ,  lonie  floops 
of  war  were  occafionally  fent  thither.  At  the  dikance  of  a  few 
*  months  alter  the  Britiih  had  taken  pofleffion  of  Port  £gmont» 
the  French  made  a  fort  of  fettlement  on  the  eaft  part  of  the 
fame  ifland,  about  thirty  leagues  from  the  Britifh,  which  they 
called  Port  Louis ;  but  finding  it  of  no  material  advantage,  they 
c«figned  it  to  the  Spaniards,  who  Aamed  it  La  Solidad. 

In  autumn  176^  there  were  three  iloops  of  war  Rationed 
here,  viz.  the  Tamer,  Favourite,  and  Swift,  commanded  by 
Captains  Hunt,  Maltby,  and  Farmer.  The  ramer  being  on 
a  crnizc,  fell  in  with  a  fmali  veiTel  called  the  St.  Philip,  be* 
longing  to  the  King  of  Spain,  which  was  taking  a  furrey  of 
tlie  iflands.  Captain  Hunt  warned  the  commander  of  the  Spa- 
rifli  \eiicl  to  quit  the  ifl.mds,  as  tlicy  belonijed  to  the  King  of 
Creai  Britain  ;  upon  which  be  departed  :  but  in  two  days  after, 
he  lejcuned  the  Tamer>  at  a  harbour  in  the  ifland  on  which 
Xa  Solidad  is  fituated,  and  brought  an  officer  along  with  him, 
who  was  churned  with  tv/o  letters  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Spanifh  fettlement  to  Captain  Hunt.  This  ollicer  had  orders 
to  proteil  zgSLind  Captain  Hunt,  for  having  obliged  tlie  St. 
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Philip  to  mire  a  few  days  before;  and  alfo,  torequiiethe 
Britiih  to  quit  the  iflands  in  fix  months,  as  they  belonged  to 

his  Mafler  the  King  of  Spain.  Soon  after,  two  frigates  from 
Buenos  Ayres,  hnvincr  troops  on  b("i<u"ii  for  the  Spanilh  fettlemcnt 
at  La  Solidad,  arrived  at  Port  Kgmont.  They  pretended  to  be 
in  want  of  water ;  ihutaal  civilities  paiTed ;  and  when  fuppHed 
with  water,  they  departed.  Captain  Hunt  on  this  came  kpme 
in  the  Tamer,  to  report  what  had  happened.  He  arrived  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1770,  in  Plymouth.  On  the  2id  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Favourite  floop  arrived  at  Spithead.  In  the  Favourite 
came  paflenger  Captain  Farmer,  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  his  Chip  the  Swift;  (See  Note  5.)  and  who  by  letter 
informed  the  Secretary  of  the  Admirahy,  that  on  the  fourth 
of  June,  a  Spanifh  frigate  cillcd  the  Induftry,  li  ul  .uichorcd 
in  the  harbour  of  Port  Egmontj  that  her  Coniin  inder  had 
faid  that  he  was  on  his  voyage  to  Port  Solidad,  but  having 
been  fifty-three  days  from  Buenos  Ayres,  was  in  want  cif 
water ;  that  on  the  feventh,  four  more  Spanifh  frigates  ap* 
Tived,  nnd  a  bread  pendant  was  lioillcd  on  board  the  Induftry : 
Zind  having  difcovered  that  the  intention  of  the  Spaniards  was 
to  difpoflefs  the  Britifii  of  tliis  fettlenient,  he  landed  the  crew 
of  the  late  Swift  floop  to  defend  the  blockhoufe,  and  ordered 
Captain  Maltby  to  anchor  the  Favourite  as  near  it  as  he  could 
with  fafety.  But  finding,  from  the  ruinous  contliiion  of  t\\^ 
fortifications,  and  the  fmaUnefs  of  the  force  which  he  had  to 
defend  them,  that  he  could  make  no  effe^lual  oppodtion  to  fuch 
an  armament,  he  had  requefted  and  obtained  a  capitulation.* 

When  this  tranfa^ion  was  laid  before  the  public,  and  they 
learned,  that  the  Spaniards  had  not  only  prefumcd  to  fire  on 
one  of  his  Majefty*s  fliips,  but  had  the  infolence  to  detain  her 
twenty  days  after  they  had  obtained  po fie (Tion  of  Port  Egmont,  • 
and  to  enforce  this  detention,  had  ordered  her  rudder  to  be 
brought  on  (bore  $  the  whqle  kingdom  was  incenfed,  and  called 

loudly 

*  For  an  account  of  the  Span:fli  force  and  tcrmi  of  this  capItuUtion,  together 
vt  lth  tlie  correfpondcDce  that  toolc  place  between  the  commanding  officer^  vid^ 
^pf endlx.   (Note  6.} 
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loudly  on  Adn.iniftration  for  rcdrefs.  The  Spanifli  Court  had 
been  early  apprized  of  this  afiair^  by  letters  from  M.  Bucarellif 
the  Goveroor  of  Buenos  Ayies  ;  who,  on  the  return  of  the  two 
firft  frigates  to  that  place,  had  immediately  prepared  an  anna* 
ment  of  confiderable  force  to  difpoflefs  the  Britifli  of  their  fet- 
tlemcnt  at  Falkland's  ifland,  without  fo  much  as  waiting  for 
the  King  of  Spain's  orders  on  this  head.  At  lead  fo  the  Spa. 
nifh  Miniftry  arerred  $  and  the  Britifli  Court  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit this  repieientatbni  which  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of 
getting  lid  of  a*  difagreeable  bniinefs  in  a  handfome  manner :  if 
the  Spaniards  were  not  determiiicc],  at  uil  c  ents,  to  coaic  to 
an  open  rupture.  A  negociation  was  accordingly  begun ;  but 
that^  if  this  meafure  fiiould  fail  of  producing  the  wiihed  for  ac- 
OMnmodation,  we  might  be  prepared  to  meet  t]ie  worftf  rendez* 
Tonfes  for  inlifting  feamen  to  man  liis  Majedy's  Ihips  were,  on 
the  20th  of  Augud,  opened  at  London,  Portfmouth,  Plymouth, 
anti  the  other  principal  feaporls  of  the  kingdom  ;  fixtcen  fhips 
of  the  liae,  and  feyerai  frigates,  were  put  in  commilhon,  (See 
Note  7.)  and  a  great  augmentadoa  was  made  to  the  land  forces. 

Upon  this  occafion,  his  Majefly  thought  proper  to  appoint 
^e  following  promotion  of  Flag-OfEcers,  which  took  place  on 
the  i  8th  of  Odober,  viz* 

Honoufable  John  Forbes        ?  .  .  •  i    r  ,    -tti  • 
V      •  u  iiT       vf  i  Admirals  of  the  White. 

Francis  Holbume,  Efq;  3 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  Bart. 
Harry  Duke  of  Bolton 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight      ^Admirals  of  the  Blue; 

George  Earl  of  Northelk 
Rt.  Hob.  Sir  C.  Saunders,  K.  B., 

Thomas  Fye,  Efq-,  ^ 

Sir  Samuel  Comifh,  Bart.       V  Vice-Admiials  of  the  Red. 

Francis  Geary,  i-iq;  j 

■ 

SirGeo.  BrydgesRodney,  Bart.  ^ 

Sir  William  Bumaby,  Bart,    i  Vice- Admirals  of  the  White. 

fi  4  Sir 
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'Vice* Admirals  of  the  Blue* 


'  Rear- Admirals  of  the  Red, 


Sir  Fiercf  Bictt,  Knig|it 
Sir  John  Moore,  Bart. 

Sir  James  Douglas,  Knight 
bir  Jolm  Bcntley,  Knight 
George  Lord  Edg^cumbe 
Samuel  Graves,  Efq; 
William  Parry,  Efqj 
Honourable  Auguftus  Kcppcl  J 
John  Amherll,  Efq-,  "J 

His  R.  H.  Henry  Frederick,  *  C  Rear- Admirals  of  the  Wliitc, 
Duke  of  Cumberland         j  - 

And  tlic  following  Captains  to  be  Flag-Ofiiccrs,  viz. 

Sir  Peter  Denis,  Bart.  0  Rcar-Admirals  of  the  White 

Matthew  Buckle,  Efqi  3 
Robert  Man,  Efq; 

Richard  Spry,  Efqj  .  Rcar-Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

Kobcrt  Ilarlniul,  hlq; 

Richard  Lord  Viicount  Howe  - 

Several  Captains,  having  been  paiFed  over  in  the  above  pro- 
motion,  gave  in  a  memorial  to  his  Majelly,  ftating  their  fervices, 
and  the  hardlhip  of  this  fuperceflion  5  when  his  Majefty  being 
fully  f  itisnea  with  the  juftnefs  of  their  claims,  was  pleafed,  oi\ 
the  24th  of  Oaober,  to  order  the  following  further  promotiuu 
to  take  place,  viz. 

Sir  Geo.  Brydgcs  Rodney,Bart.  ^  yj^^^^^i^i,  ^  Uie  Red. 
Sir  WiUiam  Burnaby,  Bart.  5 
Sur  Picrcy  Brett,  Knt.  -l 

Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  and  K.B.  V  Vice-Admirals  of  the  White 

Sir  James  Douglas,  Knt.  J 
Sir  John  Bcntley,  Knt. 
George  Lord  Edgecumbe 
Samuel  Graves,  £fq; 
William  Parry,  Efqi 
Hon.  Aiij^uftus  Keppel 
John  Amhcril,  Efq*, 
His  R.  H.  Henry  Frederick, 
Duke  of  Cumberbnd  ^ 


►  Vice- Admirals  of  tlie  DIuc 
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Rear*  Admirals  of  the  White. 


Rear-Admirals  of  the  Blue. 


And  die  following  Csq;»tains  to  be  Flag-Officers^  viz.* 

Robert  Hughes,  ££q*.  Rear- Admiral  of  the  Red* 

Clark  Gayton^  Efq; 
}ohii  Barker,  £fq; 

Lucius  G  Brien,  Efq; 

John  MontagQy  Efq; 
Thomas  Craven,  Efq; 
James  Sayer,  Efq; 

And  to  rank  as  fuch  with  ofiiccrs  of  the  fame  flag,  according 
to  their  feniority  as  Captains.  The  Hon.  Captain  Samuel 
Barrington  fucceded  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  as  Colonel  of  Ma- 
rines. Commodore  Byron  was  made  Governor  of  Newfound- 
land. 

It  was  much  fufpeded  that  the  French  ISIiniflry,  who  were 
known  to  be  inclined  to  war,  were  Interfering  in  the  negocia- 
don,  and  endeavouring  to  draw  the  Spanifli  Court  into  their 

views ;  as  Prince  Maflerano,  the  CathoHc  King's  Ambaliutior 
in  London,  was  obfcrvcd  about  the  beginning  of  November  to 
change  his  language.  For  fome  time,  the  treaty  of  accommo- 
dation was  in  fufpenfe,  and  the  nation  expected  that  orders 
would  be  given  for  a  commencement  of  hoililities.  More  (hips 
were  accordingly  puL  in  conKi^aiFion  ;  lnilru£Hons  were  given  to 
fit  up  fcveral  three-decked  iliips  for  the  reception  of  flags,  even 

the 

*  This  kft  promotiop  made  the  Rcor-AdmiraU  rank  as  follows; 
Sir  Peter  Denis,  Btirt. 


Robert  Haghe%  Efq; 
Matthew  Bucl^Ie,  Efi^ 
Robert  Man,  £A|,  ^ 

Clark  Gaytoo,  Efq; 
John  Barler,  £fq; 
Ricfaud  Spry,  ETq; 
l«ciiit  0*Bricn,  £fq| 

John  Montagu,  Efq; 
Thomtt'Cmco,  Efq; 
Robert  Harland,  Efq; 
James  Sajer,  fifq; 
Rkhard  Vifcount  Howe 


'  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red. 


^Rear-AdmiraU  of  the  White. 


Rcar>Adnura1s  of  the  BIuc^ 
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die  Admirals  were  named  for  the  difimnt  commaiids,  and  Sir 

James  Harris,  (now  Earl  of  Malmcfbury)  who  was  the  Drkifh 
Miniftcr  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  hail  orders  to  take  leave  and 
withdraw:  in  fliort,  every  thing  indicated  an  immediate  war, 
(See  Note  S.)  But  all  of  a  fudden  the  negociatton  was  renew* 
ed ;  and  foon  after»  the  Prince  Maflerano  figned  a  Dedaradont 
"which  was  accepted  by  the  Court  of  Loiuion. — (Sec  Note  i  0.) 
The  prefervation  of  peace,  on  this  occafion,  was  entirely  owing 
•  to  the  late  King  of  France.  The  Spaniih  courier  with  the 
King  of  Spain's  ultimatum,  having  been  dire£^ed  to  take  Paris 
in  his  way  to  London,  the  King  of  France,  who  began  to  fufpe£t 
that  his  MInifters  were  exceeding  his  orders,  examined  tJie  dif- 
patches  himfelf ;  and  a  change  in  the  Frcncli  Minillry  imme- 
diately fucceeded.  Hie  Dukes  of  Choifeul  and  Prailin,  who 
had  long  dire£^ed  the  French  affairs,  were  difgraced.  The 
courier  was  fent  back  to  Madrid,  witli  a  letter  to  the  King  of 
Spain  wTittcn  by  the  King  of  France's  own  hand  j  wherein  he 
advifed  bis  Catholic  Majefty  to  remain  at  peace  with  Great 
Britain :  but  in  cafe  he  was  determined  againft  following  this 
adrice,  he  aflured  him,  that  he  muft  expe^l  noalGftance  from 
France  j  as  his  rcfulution  was,  to  take  no  part  in  the  war. 
This  had  the  deGred  dSedl,  and  once  more  brought  the  Spa« 
piards  to  reafon. 


1771. 

The  difputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Nortli  Ameri'r 
can  Colonies  ftiU  run  very  high,  and  the  ferment  was  in  no 
place  fo  great  as  at  the  town  of  Bofton  in  New  England.  The 

AfTembly  of  the  province  of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  by  fome  of 
their  rcfolves,  fhewcd  how  much  they  were  difpleafed  with  the 
laws  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  :  and  at  Bodan, 
It  was  refolved  not  to  receive  any  tea  from  England,  until  the 
duty  laid  on  it  ihonld  be  repealed. 

A  fquadron  was  fcnt  to  tlie  Eall  Indies,  untlci  the  command 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


S77I-         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  97 


of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Roliert  Harland ;  (See  Note  9.)  anotlier 

to  Jamaica,  under  liie  command  of  Vicc-Admirai  »Sir  Cj^orge 
Brydges  Rodney,  Bart. :  (See  Note  10.)  and  a  fmall  (ijuadron, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Stot  in  the  Juno,  was  difpacdi- 
ed  CO  receive  Port  £graont  from  the  Spaniards.  (See  Note  1  u) 
It  arrived  off  that  place  in  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber; and  C.i^^t.itn  Stot  next  mornin:^  obkrvinnr  Spanlfli  cuiuurs 
fijingy  and  troops  on  iliore,  fent  a  Lieutenant  to  know  ii  tiieie 
was  any  officer  there^  empowered  by  his  Catholic  Majeily  to 
make  leftitution  of  the  place  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  inftrac- 
ttons  which  he  had  received  from  his  Britannic  Majefty  for 
,  that  purpofc  ;  duplicates  of  which  he  was  ready  to  dcHver  to 
the  perfon  who  was  properly  inftrufled  and  empowered  to  re- 
ceive them.  He  was  anfwered,  that  Don  Francifco  dc  Orduna, 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Artillery  of  Spain,  was  fumiChed 
with  full  powers,  and  ready  to  effe^l  the  rcllitiitioa.  Don 
Fnnicirco  foon  after  came  on  board  the  Juno;  when  Captain 
Stot  delivered  to  him  his  Catholic  Majeily's  orders.  They 
then  proceeded  to  make  the  neceflary  arrangements;  and  hav* 
ing  enmined  into  the  fifuation  of  the  fettlement  and  ftorcs, 
and  interchanged  inventories,  on  Mcnd.iv  die  i(rA\  of  Sep- 
tember Captain  Stot  landed,  followed  by  a  party  oi  marines, 
and  was  received  by  the  Spaniib  officer,  who  formally  leikored 
Falkland  ifland,  Port  Egmont,  its  fort,  and  other  dependencies, 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  :  this  was  announced  by  hollling 
his  Majefty's  colours  on  the  fort.  The  next  day  Don  Francifco, 
with  all  the  troops  and  fubje^ls  of  the  King  of  Spain,  departed 
in  a  fchooner  for  Buenos  Ayres. 

Rear*Admiral  Sir  Peter  Denis  was  appointed  to  the  com* 

r.Uiiid  ui  Ins  Maj(.  lly's  fiiips  in  tl.c  Mediterraue.ui,  as  was  Rear» 
Admiral  Montagu  to  thofe  on  the  Nortli  Amcri^uia  itation ; 
and  a  fquadron  of  guardihips  was  fent  to  fea  to  cruize  for  a 
lew  vreeks,  under  the  command  of  Rear- Admiral  Spry.  On 
the  26th  of  January  this  year,  his  Ma  jelly  was  pleafed  to  ap- 
point John  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  he  Fiiil  Lunl  CLiiuiniifioncr  of 
the  Admiralty,  in  place  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke.    George  Earl 
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of  Halifax  tras  appointed  olie  of  bis  MzjcUfi  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State^  and  Henry  Earl  of  Sofiblk,  Lord  Keeper  of  the 

Priry  Seal.  The  Earl  of  IlaiiLix  dying",  his  Majcfty  on  the 
1 2th  of  June  ^ppoiiiied  the  Karl  ot  Sutiblk,  Secretary  of  State ^ 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton^  Lord  Privy  SeaJ* 

1772. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  his  Majefty  was  pieafed  to  appoint 
William  £arl  of  Dartmouth  to  be  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

American  Department,  in  room  of  the  Earl  of  Hill^bo^ough. 

111  confequence  of  a  revolution,  which  happened  in  January, 
at  the  Court  of  Denmark,  a  reparation  took  place  between  hi$ 
Danifli  Majeily  and  bis  Queens  fifter  to  our  mod  gracious  So* 
vereign;  and  her  Majefly  having  rcfolved  to  qiut  the  Daniih 
dominions,  .uui  rcfidc  ;it  Zcll  in  liiC  L.lLclor.uc  of  Hanover,  a 
fmnll  fquadron,  (Sec  Note  12.)  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Idacbride,  was  fent  to  condu6k  her  from  the  CaiUe  of  Cronftadt, 
gtear  Eifineur,  to  Stade.  When  the  fquadron  came  to  anchor^ 
the  Caille  falutcd  them  with  a  triple  difcharge  from  twcniy-feven 
pieces  of  cainion,  v.  hi^li  faluic  was  imuicuiately  returned.  Her 
Jdajefty  embarked  on  board  of  Captain  MacbHdc's  fliip,  accoiii- 
panied  by  bis  LxccUoicy  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  his  Majeiky's 
Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of  Copenhagen,  who  had  difplayed 
TtTV  pr<ai  ahilitics  and  7C.il  in  this  unloiiun  .ic  budnefs,  and 
lupportcd,  with  great  dignity  and  firmnefs,  tlie  honour  of 
hh  King  and  Country,  The  fquadron  arrived  at  Stade  oa 
the  (th  of  June,  where  her  Danilb  Majeily  was  lecetved  with 
c?ery  tokea  of  refpee>. 

O  I  i\\c  of  Au.,ui«.,  a  vlt^iiMi:  ilorm  luipp^ned  .u  liie  Leo- 
ward  iiiands,  on  \^  hicb  iUtion  Rcar-Adnntai  Tarry  command- 
ed his  Majefty \s  ihips  and  ^ikXs.  it  was  feit  wicb  particular 
jeterity  at  Engltlb  Harbour,  m  the  iflandof  Aiit]giia»  ^rime  the 
Admiral  then  was,  wfth  his  Majefty^s  flup  Qiaiham,  on  board  of 
\ihich  hi»  flag  trying,  tv>^\:tlKr  wiib  the  AcUve  and  Sea- 
boric 
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borfe  frigates,  and  Falcon  floop,  were  driven  afhore,  and  the 

ClLiili.irn  loft  her  forc-m  vil.    When  the  ftorm  abated  they 
were  ail  fortunately  got  off. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Rear-Admiral  Spry,  with  feven  fail 
of  tlie  line,  (goardihips)  and  two  frigateSf  (See  Note  13.)  was 
fent  out  on  a  cniizcy  in  order  to  exerctfe  the  men.  Commodore 
(now  Lo»uj  Sliiililiiain,  was  appoiiuetl  Governor  Ncwiuunil- 
land.  Gommodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes  relieved  Rear-Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland^  in  the  command  of  hia  Majefty's  (hips  In 
the  Eaft  Indies  s  as  did  Rear*Admiral  Gayton»  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  at  Jamaica ;  and  Rear- Admiral  Man>  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Peter  Denis  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  fpirit  whieh  tlie  North  American  colonies  difcovered  to 
refiil  the  a£ks  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  for  raifmg  a  revenue 
there,  was  applauded  by  fome  men  of  eminence  in  England,  by 
which  the  leaders  of  the  people  in  North  America  were  greatly 
encouraged  to  perfevere  in  their  oppolkion  to  the  mcafures  o£ 
Government.  The  people  of  that  country  were  alfo  very  gener- 
ally agreed  in  their  fentiments,  refpe^itng  the  mode  of  taxation 
which  the  Mintftry  had  adopted ;  and  the  men  who  principally 
ciiieckd  their  relolaiion,  were  poiTciled  of  very  confidcrabie 
;ibili[ie$.  But  unfortunately  for  both  countries^  his  Majcfty's 
Miuiiters  were  mifinformed  refpecking  the  general  concurrence 
and  unanimity,  which  to  a  great  degree  prevailed  among  the 
eolonifts ;  and  in  confequence,  viewed  the  refolutions  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  people,  as  the  acls  of  a  difcontcnted  f  it. lion, 
and  took  their  meafures  accordingly.  In  the  colonies  many 
meetings  were  held,  which  generally  ended  in  framing  ftrong 
remonftrances  and  violent  refolutions,  againft  importations  from 
Great  liiit.iinj  and  in  all  tliefc  nie  ifures,  tlic  town  of  Botlon 
look  the  lead.  At  fome  of  tlie  other  ports  in  America,  the 
people  were  lels  violent ;  but  in  general,  they  entertained  the 
iame  lentiments  refpeding  the  condu£l  of  the  mother-country. 

The  liws  enaded  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpofe  of  rc- 
llraininj^  ;mk1  icguiatiag  the  trade  in  the  colonies,  and  for  pre- 
Tciuiug  iinuggling,  had  been  long  looked  upon^  in  that  country^ 

at 
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was  called  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  accufed  of  having 
furreptttioufly  poiieiredlumfeif  of  thofe  letters,  which  were  faid 
to  be  of  a  private  nature,  although  they  referred  to  public  a^ 
fairs.  Do£^or  Franklin  would  not  give  any  account  how  he 
came  by  the  letters,  and  declared,  that  he  looked  upon  them 
a$  public  letters,  written  with  a  malicious  intention  of  miirc- 
prelenting  his  conitituents  to  the  Britiih  Government,  and  that 
he  coafideied  it  to  be  his  duty  to  tranfmit  them  as  he  had  done, 
for  the  information  of  the  Aflembly.  As  much  has  been  Lid 
for  and  againft  the  Do£Vor'8  conducl  in  this  tranfaclion,  the 
reader  i&  refierred  for  farther  particulars,  to  the  publications 
which  appeared  about  that  time,  upon  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 

On  the  pth  of  February,  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  prefented  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  Captains  of  his 
Majcily's  Navy,  praying  a  reafonable  increafe  to  their  half-pay. 
His  Lordihip  moved,  that  the  matter  contained  in  the  petition 
ihould  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  take  the  fame  into  con« 
(ideration.  He  then  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  the  grounds  on  which 
the  petition  was  founded  •,  and  pointed  out  tlie  manner  of  pay- 
ing and  providing  for  the  Captains  of  the  Navy,  from  the  time 
of  their  firil  having  any  regular  exiftence  as  a  corps,  to  that  of 
the  eilabliOiment  by  which  their  pay  was  at  prefent  fixed  :  and 
he  made  it  perfe6lly  clear  to  the  Houfe,  that  fioai  the  reign 
of  C^ecn  Elizabeth  to  the  year  17 15,  when  they  were  placed 
upon  their  prefent  eftabliihment,  they  were  always  highly  re^ 
warded  by  pofls  of  confiderable  profit,  by  particular  gratifica^ 
tions,  or  by  an  half-pay  double  to  what  they  now  received. 

Lrud  Nortii  oppofcd  the  petition,  but  it  was  10  wcli  uipported 
by  the  Honourable  Captain  Phipps,  (afterwards  Lord  Mulgravc)^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  (afterwards  Vifcount  Sydney)  i  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  and  others,  that  on  the  vote  it  was  carried  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee,  1 54  to  45.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  obfcrved  to  the 
IIoulc,  **  that,  however  well  eonvliucd  the  Chancellar  of  the 
«  Exchequer  might  bo,  ami  many  others  in  Admlniilration,  of 

the  impropriety  of  giving  way  to  the  prefent  application,  he 

Acverthelefs  thought,  that  the  rank  and  acknowk  d^  d  fervices 
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of  the  petidonersi  at  leaft  entitled  them  to  a  candid  hearing* 
M  Many  circumftances  might  come  out  in  an  inquirjr  of  fuch  a 
^  natttfe,  which  would  be  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  Houfe* 

**  In  the  year  1692,  the  pay  oi  d  Captain  in  the  Navy  was  il.  7s. 
"per  day,  with  an  allowance  of  twelve  fervants,  at  iixpence 
*'a-dayeach,  which  made  the  whole  il.  13$*   The  yearafter, 

a  diflferent  arrangement  took  place^  and  the  pay  was  raifed  to 

1 1.  109.  and  the  allowance  for  the  fenrants  ftruck  oft.  In 
•*  both  tliefe  inftances,  the  half-pay  was  fifteen  ftiiilings  per  day. 
"  in  the  year  1699,  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  Adminiltra- 

tion  being  embarrafled,  Parliament  infilled  upon  ahnoit  a 
*f  total  ledttdion  of  the  military :  the  Minillry  hit  upon  the  ex- 
^  pedient  of  making  a  faving  in  the  naval  department,  and  pro« 
"  poGtions  were  accordingly  made  to  and  adopted  by  the  Hoiife, 
«  that  the  full-pay  of  the  Navy  Captains  fliould  be  reduced  from 
*<|L  ios.to  iL^  with  which  like  wife  the  half*pay  lift  was  to 

conform.  But  though  this  tranfa£^ion  (lands  in  the  Journals 
^  of  the  Houfe  in  that  light,  the  Captains  on  full-pay  were 
"  ac\ual  gainers  by  it;  for  inftead  of  the  bare  il.  los.  they 

were  allowed  il.  actual  pay,  with  an  allowance  of  thirty-one 
«  fer?atttS|  which  in  the  whole  amounted  to  il.  15s*  6d.  per 

day.  Thus  a  foundation  was  in  part  laid  for  the  hardfliips 
« they  now  fufier,** 

Lord  Howe  brought  up  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
5th  of  Mar£h  j  in  confequence  of  which,  an  addrefs  was  order- 
ed to  be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  praying  him  to  take  into  his 
Royal  confideration,  the  (late  of  the  Captains  of  his  Navy  on 
half-pay,  and  to  grant  them  fuch  addition  thereto,  not  exceed- 
ing two  (hillings  a-day,  as  in  his  wifdoni  he  faw  proper,  and 
that  the  Houfe  would  make  good  the  fame.:^ 

Upon  his  Majedy's  having  determined  to  review  the  fleet  at 
Spithead)  twenty  (hips  of  the  line,  two  frigateSf  Sec*  were  or- 

voL  IV.  c  dered 

I  Rjr  thU  rclulution  of  the  Houfe,  the  half-pay  of  the  Captnhu  lit  il^c  N.ivy  19 
mIoUow^,  viz. — ^I'liirty  Cptiuiiii  iiC  lo  ihiUings  per  d<ty  cat^i. 

Fifty       iditto         8   ditto  ditto. 
AUdicreftofdieC<if  taint  at  6  ditto  ditto. 
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dered  to  alTeinble  there,  under  the  command  of  Vice  Admirals 
Pye,  Lord  Edgecumbe,  and  Rear-Admiral  Sj^y.*  On  Tuc(L 
day  the  tgth  of  Junei  the  King  wtdi  his  attendants  fet  out 
earfy  in  the  mcyming  from  Kew,  arrived  at  Poitfinonth  between 
fen  and  eleven  the  fame  day,  and  wasTeceircdbv  a  iov;il  falutc 
of  twenty-one  guns.  His  Majefty  then  proceeded  to  the  firfc 
harrier,  where  Major- General  Parker,  who  commanded  the 
garriibn  daring  the  Royal  refidence  at  Portfmooth,  deUirered 
the  keys  of  the  gani fon  to  htm ;  and  he  was  plea(ed  to  return 
them.  On  his  Mujcity's  entering  the  J.and-port-gatc,  he  was 
faluted  by  a  triple  difcharge  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  mounted  on  the  ramparts  of  Fortfinouth,  at 
Blockhouse  FoTt»  and  at  South-fea  Caftle. 

His  Majefty  proceeded  through  die  town,  out  at  the  Water- 
gate, to  the  Dock-yard,  and  arrived  at  the  Commiflioner's 
houfe  before  eleven  o'clock  ;  where  he  was  met  by  all  the 
Officers  of  State,  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty-, 
the  Treafuier  and  Commiflioners  of  the  Navy,  the  three  Adi> 
minis  of  the  fquadron  at  Spithead,  and  the  Mafter  and  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  the  Oi  tl nance. 

The  artificers  and  workmen  of  the  yard,  being  all  afietnbied 
before  the  houfe,  gave  three  cheers  as  his  Majeiiy  entered', 
then  difperfed  and  returned  to  their  feveral  employments. 

The  Governor's  houfe  in  town  was  next  honoured  with  hij 
Mafclly's  prefence,  attended  by  the  nobility  and  perfonsof  dif- 
tindlion  :  he  had  tliere  a  public  icvce,  at  which  a  great  number 
of  die  officers  of  the  navy  and  army  were  prefent,  and  many 
gentlemen  of  the  country,  come  on  this  occafion  to  pay  the^ 
duty  to  their  Sovereign. 

The  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Burgciles  of  the 
town,  waited  on  his  Majefty»  and  were  all  mod  gracioufly  re* 
ceivedt  and  had  the  honour  of  kiffing  the  King's  hand  \  after 
which,  his  Majl  fly  was  pleafed  to  confer  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood on  John  Carter,  Kl^i  the  Mayor  of  Portlmouth. 

When  the  levee  was  over,  his  MajeHy  returned  to  the  dock* 

prd» 

•  Sec  l^otc  16. 
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yard,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  one  o'clock,  embarked  in  a 
barge,  in  which  hia  Royal  Standard  was  ioinicJuucly  hoilicd. 
The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Firil  Commiffloner  of  the  Admiralty  | 
the  Earl  Delawar»  Goldftick  $  and  Lord  Robert  Bertie,  Lord 
of  the  Bed-chamber  in  waitings  embarked  in  the  fame  boat 

with  the  Kin^. 

HU  Majciiy  tlien  proceeded  to  Spithead,  attended  by  the 
barge  o£  the  Board  of  Admiralt^r,  with  the  flag  of  their  office  % 
the  three  Admirals  with  their  flags*  and  all  the  Captaina  of  the 
.fleet  with  their  pendants  in  their  barges* 

As  his  Majcily  pafTed  the  gam  I  on,  he  had  a  royal  LI  ate  of 
twcDty-onc  guns  from  Blockhoufe  Jb'ort,  Saluting  Platformj  and 
Sottth-fea  CaiUe. 

When  the  Royal  Standard  was  feen  from  the  fleet  at  Spit* 
head,  which  confided  of  twenty  (hips  of  the  line»  two  frigatesy 
and  three  Hoops,  moored  in  two  lines  abreaft  of  each  other, 
tl)e  whole  manned  ihip,  and  fainted  witli  twenty-one  guna 
each* 

The  Kbg  went  on  board  the  Barfleur  of  90  guns,  where  he 

was  received  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty ;  the  Captain  being  at 
the  head  of  the  accommodation  ladilcr,  and  tlie  fide  manned  by 
the  Lieutenants  of  the  (hips.  As  foon  as  his  Majedy  palled  the 
guard  of  marines  on  the  quarter-deck,  the  flag  of  the  Lord  High 
Admiral  which  was  then  flying  was  ftruck,  and  the  Royal 
Standard  hoilicd  at  the  main-top-maft  head,  and  the  union  flag 
at  the  mizen-top-mafl  Iicatl ;  on  fight  of  which  all  the  ihips, 
except  the  Barfleur,  falitted  with  twenty-one  guns  each. 

llie  ihip  being  ckared,  as  for  aaion,  and  the  officers  and 
men  at  their  refpeflive  quarters,  his  Majefty,  after  the  nobility 
who  had  come  ofi'  upon  ilub  occafion,  and  the  flag-oflicers,  had 
paid  their  duty  to  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  walked  fore  and 
aft  on  the  lower  gun-deck  and  took  a  view  of  tlie  whole. 

At  half  an  hour  after  three  o'clock,  his  Majefty  fat  down  to 
a  table  of  thirty  covers,  at  which  many  of  the  nobility  and  per- 
fons  of  diftinaion,  as  well  as  olliccrs  uf  the  navy  and  army  of 
kite  rank  of  Colonel  and  upwards,  were  admitted  to  the  honour 

c  2  of 

I 
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of  dining.    After  dinner,  the  Queen's  health  Uiiig  diaiik,  die  ' 
"whole  fleet  faluud  with  twenty-one  guns^  and  upon  his  Ma- 
jeily's  retireing  Irom  tabic,  tf^e  King's  health  was  Hkewife 
<iiank»  with  the  hke  ikliite*   The  iame  was  fepeateil  every  day, 
during  his  Majefty*s  continttattce  at  Portimoiith. 

At  fix  o'clock,  his  Majefty  went  into  his  barge,  attended  hf 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  the  Flag-Oflicers  and  Captaiiis  in  the 
lame  order  iii  which  they  came,  and  palled  along  both  the  lines 
of  ihtps,  each  ihip,  being  again  manned,  giving  three  cheers, 
and  filiating  feparately  with  tweiity*one  guns,  as  the  King  paf* 
led  hj  them. 

His  Majefty  then  went  on  bonrd  ihc  Augufta  yacht,  where 
he  was  again  received  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  The  Royal 
Standard,  with  the  Lord  High  Admiral's  flag  and  union  flag, 
•  were  immediately  hoifted,  as  they  had  heen  on  board  the  Bar- 
ieur,  and  his  Majefly  failed  into  the  harbour,  the  fliips  at 
Spithead  and  the  fortifications  faluiing  as  upon  his  Majellv's 
coming  out,  and  the  Admirals  and  Captains  attending  him  to 
the  harbour's  mouth ;  after  which,  they  returned  to  their  re- 
fpe£liTe  fliips.  His  Majefty  landed  at  the  dock  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine,  and  returned  to  the  CommiCBoner*s  honfe,  where  he 

rcfided  the  whole  time  of  his  Ihiy  at  Purtfmouth. 

Wcdncfday,  June  the  23d. — At  eight  o^ciuck  this  morning, 
his  Majefty  began  to  view  the  dock-yard,  the  ihips  building  and 
repairing,  and  the  magazines* 

At  eleven,  his  Majefly  went  into  his  barge,  attended  by  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  and  Navy  in  their  barges,  with 
the  flngs  of  their  refpecU^e  uliices,  many  of  the  nobilitv  in 
another  barge,  and  proceeded  up  the  harbour  10  view  ilie  flnps 
lying  in  ordinary.  His  Majefty  went  on  board  three  of  thofe 
fliips,  ynz*  the  Britannia,  a  firft  rate  of  100  guns)  the  Royal 
William,  a  iecond  rate  of  84  guns  ;  and  the  Defianfce,  a  third 
rate  of  64  guns.  At  half  .in  liour  :SttT  two,  he  rowed  down  the 
harbour,  and  proceeded  to  Spithead,  attended  by  the  Com* 
mifTioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Flag-Officers  and  Captains  in 
their  barges  as  before,  and  went  on  board  the  Barflewr,  wheic 
lie  dined. 

At 
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At  (ix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  went  from  the  Barfleur 
on  board  the  Augufta  yacht,  and  failed  towards  St.  Helen's  till 
near  eighty  and  then  ftood  an  for  the  harbour  i  but  it  falling 
calm^  .he  left  the  yacht»  and  was  rowed  to  the  dock-yard  in  his 
barge.  He  arrived  there  at  lulf  ju  hour  after  nine  ;  the  lliips 
and  fortifications  faluting  as  he  pafled,  and  the  Flag-Oiiicers  . 
and  Captains  attending  him  to  the  idouth  of  the  harbourj  as 
Chey  had  done  the  day  before* 

Thurfday,  June  the  24th. — ^His  Majefty  went  to  the  gun- 
ulurf  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  wiiure  he  was  received  by 
the  Maftcr-Generai  of  the  Ordnance^  the  Licutenant-General, 
and  principal  officers  of  that  department,  and  minutely  viewed 
the  magazines*  artillery*  and  ftores.  He  retomed  to  the  dock- 
yard at  feven,  and  viewed  fuch  parts  of  it,  and  of  the  magazines 
and  u'orks  carrying  on,  as  he  had  not  feen  before. 

At  half  an  hour  after  ten,  his  Majedy,  attended  as  beforCf 
by  the  Nobility  and  Coramilfioners  of  the  Admiralty  and  Nay y, 
went  in  his  barge  on  board  the  Venus*  a  frigate  of  36  guns* 
lying  in  ordinary ;  and  from  thence  to  Weovil,  where  he 
was  received  by  Captain  Pett,  one  of  the  Commiihonors  for 
Vicl  nailing  the  Royal  Navy,  and  the  officers  of  that  department. 
Having  received  a  royal  £Uttte  of  twenty-one  guns  from  the 
lines  at  Gofport)  and  viewed  the  brewery,  cooperage*  and 
rri.igazines,  lie  returiicd  to  the  dock,  lie  then  went  lo  tiiC 
Governor's  houfe,  and  had  another  public  levee. 

At  two  o'clock*  his  Majefty  went  off  to  Spithead*  in  the 
fame  date  as  on  the  preceding  days*  to  dine  on  board  the  Bar* 
fleur. 

Vice- Admiral  Pve  having,  in  purfnance  of  the  King's  plcafurc* 
been  this  day  promoted  to  the  rank,  of  Admiral  of  the  Blue* 
ktded  his  Majefty's  hand  on  the  quarter-deck*  and  hoilled  his 
flag  immediately  on  board  the  Royal  Oak*  which  was*  by  the 
King's  pcrmilhon,  faluted  by  all  the  (hips  prcfcnt  except  the 
Harflfur.  The  Admiral,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  him,  faluted  the  Xloyal  Standard  with  aU  the 
guns  on  board  the  Royal  Oak. 

c  J  His 
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on  the  Common^  ac  well  as  at  Gofport,  were  Ulummated  emf 

evening  during  his  Majefty's  ftay* 

liis  Majefty  was  plcalcJ  to  cxprcfs  the  highcll  approbation  of 
the  good  order  and  diicipline  of  his  fleet  j  die  excellent  condi- 
tion of  tlic  dock-yard,  arfenals»  and  garrifon  ;  and  the  regula- 
rity with  which  every  thing  was  condu€ked:  and  (howed  the  ut- 
moft  fatisfa^tion  at  the  demonftrations  of  loyalty  andafie£iiony 
with  which  he  was  received  by  all  ranks  of  people. 

Saturday,  June  26th,  iiis  Majefty  let  out  from  the  Commif. 
fioner's  houfe,  on  his  return  to  Kew,  at  three  quarters  after  fix 
o'clock}  having  been  gracioufly  pteafed  to  order  the  following 
fums  to  be  diftributed»  viz* 

To  the  artificers,  workmen^  and  labourers  of  the 

dock*yard,  vi^bualKng-oflicey  and  gun-wharf,  -   £,  1500 

To  the  companies  of  the  Barileur  and  Augufta 
yacht,  and  the  crew,  of  his  Majeily's  barg^,    -  -  350 

To  the  poor  of  Portfmouth,  Portfea,  and  Gofport,    -  250 

His  Majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  order  fome  other  fmaller  gra- 
tuities, and  to  releafe  the  prifoners  confined  in  Portlhumtii 

goal  for  debt. 

His  Majefty  was  faluted  by  a  triple  difcharge  of  all  the  cannon 
round  the  fortifications,  as  likewife  thofe  of  South- fea  Ca(Ue 
and  Blockhoufe  Fort,  and  by  t«renty-one  guns  on  paffing  Port- 
fea Bridge.  Many  thoufands  of  people  attended  the  chaife^ 
witli  tiic  loudcit  acclamatioiij,  to  the  end  of  the  Mayor's  jarif- 
dt£lion|  and  at  every  place  through  which  his  Majefty  pafied, 
there  were  the  ftiongeft  demonilrations  of  joy.  At  Godalming 
n  band  of  mufic,  accompanied  by  the  voices  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, fung  God  fave  the  Kbg,  the  whole  way  through  the 
town.  At  ( liiildford,  the  llreet  was  lined  with  the  inhabitants; 
and  the  gentry,  who  were  aiiemblcd  at  one  of  the  public- houfes, 
faluted  his  Majefty,  as  he  pafied,  with  the  colours  of  the  town. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  journey,  there  were  numerous 
aflemblies  of  people  in  every  place  where  his  Majefty  paiied,  ex- 
'  •  pre  fling 
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|ireffiog  in  the  warmeft  in«uier»  dieir  duty  and  aSkCklaOf  and 

their  joy  at  feeing  then  Sovereign. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  aftenioouj  the  iiing  arrived  in  per- 
k€i  health  at  Kew. 


His  Majeftf  was  pleafed,  on  the  twentf-eighth  of  March^ 
to  appoint  Vice^Admtral  Samuel  Grayed,  to  the  command  of 

his  (hips  employed  or  to  be  employed  m  North  Ameriea ;  and 
on  the  fecond  of  April,  to  appoint  the  Honourable  Thomas 
Gage,  Lieutenant-General  of  his  forces,  to  be  Governor  and 
Vke-Admiral  of  the  province  of  Maflachufefs  Baj  in  North 
America,  in  room  of  Thomas  Hutchifon,  Efq;  who,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  his  Majefty  luiving  complied  with  his  requcll  to  come 
to  England,  had  retired- 

A  fquadrotti  coniiftihg  of  feren  fail  of  the  line  (guardihips) 
and  a  frigate,  was  ordered  to  cruize  to  the  weftward,  under 
the  command  of  Vice^ Admiral  Sir  James  Douglas.*  This  fqua- 
dron  was  obliged  to  put  into  Plymouth  by  contrary  winds, 
-where  it  remained  a  (hort  time.  On  the  4th  of  July,  jult  as  it 
was  preparing  to  leave  that  place^  a  melancholy  accident  hap» 
pened  on  board  the  Kent.  The  guns  of  that  Ihip  having  been 
juft  fcaled,  a  part  of  the  wadding  is  fuppofed  to  have  fet  fire  to 
fome  gunpowder  and  cartridges  that  were  on  the  poop,  amount- 
ing to  near  three  hundred  and  iixty  pounds  weight,  moil  of  it 
in  chefts ;  fo  great  was  the  explofion  occafioned  by  this  accident^ 
that  the  poop  was  beat  down,  the  great  cabin  deftroyed,  and 
fifteen  beams  broken  01  fprung.  Six  men  were  blown  up,  three 
of  whom  w  ere  killed  -y  thirty-nine  men  wounded,  of  which  two 
died  in  the  hofpital ;  the  (hip  was  fet  on  fire,  and  in  great 
danger  of  being  confumed.  Captain  Fielding,  her  commander, 
difplayedmuch  prefence  of  mind  upon  the  occafion,  and  gave  his 
o.dtis  with  great  coolnefs  and  iudgjiient.  He  dircQcd  the  fignal 
of  diflrefs  to  be  hoilled,  when  all  poflible  aliiilance  was  direillly 
icnt  to  the  Kenty  by  the  other  ihips  of  the  fquadron }  the  flames 

were 
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were  prefently  extinguifliedi  and  the  dde  anfwering,  the  flitp 

was  towccl  up  Il  uiio/L  10  >A\:  dock-yard.  The  fhock  from 
the  expiohon  oa  the  poop  oi  tiic  Kent  was  To  vioknt,  as  to  oc- 
cafion  her  to  plunge  in  the  water  fome  feel  deeper  abaft  for  a 
few  muiutes.  On  examination  (he  iiras  found  fo  materially  in- 
jured,  as  to  be  unfit  for  proceeding  to  fea  with  Sir  James  Doug- 
las. Her  pLice  was  therefore  fupphed  by  theTorbay,  Captaia 
Francis  Samuel  Drake. 

Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  fent  to  command  the 
lieec  in  the  Ealt  Indies  j  ^  Rear- Admiral  ^Clark  Gay  ton  to  com- 
ouind  the  fleet  at  Jamaica ;  t  and  Rear-Admiral  Robert  hUn  txf 
command  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  f 

The  difpute  which  had  moH  unfortunately  fubfidcd  between 
the  Mother-Country  and  her  North  American  ColonieSt  appear* 
€d  this  year  to  take  a  more  ferious  turn  than  it  had  hitherto  done, 
and  aflbrdcd  but  too  much  rcafon  to  dread,  that  both  parties 
would  have  reeourfe  to  arms.  More  fhips  were  put  in  conimif- 
fiort,  and  houfe^  of  rendezvous  for  inliliiiig  feamen  were  opeii^ 
c4  in  London^  and  all  the  principal  ieaports  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  13  th  of  January^  but  the  King 
in  his  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  took  no  notice  of 
American  affairs.  The  fupplies  voted  for,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
US^otit  were  for  the  Navy,  1,904^9171. 4s.  3d.|  the  Ordnance, 
37iti24l.  178  yd.;  for  the  Army*  1,549,720!.  148.  8d.;  Defi. 
dencies,  552,457!.  3s  3c{.;  Mifcellaneous  Services, 60^25 2!.  13s. 
id.    In  all,  5,338,4721.  12s. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Lord  North  acquainted  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  that  the  King  had  fignided  a  defire,  that  the  papers 
lefpeding  the  late  unhappy  difturbances  at  Bofton,  and  other 
parts  in  America,  (hould  be  laid  before  Parliament.^  On  the  7th 
iic  prefentedthem,  accompanied  with  the  following  meflage  from 
the  King  to  the  Houfe:  iiis  Majedy,  upon  information  of  tlie 
"  unwarrantable,  pradkices  which  have  been  lately  concerted  and 
^carried  on  in  North  America,  and  particularly  of  the  violent 

"  and 
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"  and  outrageous  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  in 
« the  piovinceof  Maflachufet*sBay»  with  a  view  of  obftruding 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom^  and  npon  gromids  and  pre- 
tences  immediately  fubverliTe  of  the  conftitation  thereof  >  hat 
"  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  his  two  Houfes 
(i  of  Parliament ,  fully  confiding,  as  well  in  tiieir  zeal  for  the 
matntenaiice  of  his  authority^  as  of  their  attachment  to  the  com- 
mon  tntereft  and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions^  that  they  wtU 
**  not  only  enable  him,  efFe£tually  to  take  fuch  mcafures  as  may 
"  be  moll  likely  to  put  an  inimediate  ftop  to  the  f  refeiu  duoider, 
but  alio  take  into  their  ferious  coniideration^  what  farther 
«  regulations  and  peimanent  prorifions  may  be  neceflary  to  be 
eftablilhed,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  execution  of  the  bws, 
<«  and  the  juft  dependence  of  the  colonics  upon  the  Crown  and 
*«  Parlianieru  of  Great  Britain."  The  papers  then  delivered  con- 
lifted  of  one  hundred  and  m nc . 

It  appearing  to  the  Houfe,  from  the  documents  that  the 
Mnifter  had  laid  before  them  by  the  defire  of  his  Majei^y,  that 
die  town  of  Bullun  had  been  uncommonly  atlive  in  the  out- 
rageous proceedings  pointed  out  in  the  King's  meiTage  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ;  Adminiftration  determined  to  make  an 
example  of  that  place,  and  to  have  it  fufier  in  the  moft  fenfible 
manner,  until  it  fliould  return  to  its  duty,  and  make  conipcnfo- 
tion  to  thofe  who  had  fuflered  lofs  from  the  violent  proceed- 
ings of  Its  mobs.  A  bill  was  therefore  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment for  this  purpofe.  It  met  with  drong  opposition  in  bodi 
HottfeSs  but  the  Minifter  carried  all  his  points  by  great  ma* 
jorities;  and  it  finally  pafled  into  a  law,  and  receiYcd  the  Royal 
Aflent  on  the  31ft  of  March.  It  was  entuled,  An  to  dif- 
continue,  in  fuch  manner,  and  for  fuch  time  as  are  thereiu 
nentionedf  the  landing  and  difcharging^  lading  or  ihipptng  of 
goodsy  wares,  and  merchandife,  at  the  town  and  within  the 
haibour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  in 
North  America.  This  is  generally  knuwn  by  the  name  of  the 
Boilon  Fort  Ad,  atui  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  the  ficll 
day  of  June  this  year. 
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Tills  ill-advift'd  n.cafare  fervcd  to  complete  the  fyflem,  that 
had  unfortunately  been  pcrfidcd  in  by  his  Majeily's  Mtniilers 
for  £bme  yeai^  and  tended  to  alienate  the  afic£lions  of  the 
Americans  ftiU  farther  from  the  mother-countr|r«  General 
Gage  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  1 3th  of  May,  and  confirmed 
there  what  hdd  been  heard  of  tlie  liritifti  MiniOrv's  intentions» 
\i\\X\  regard  to  the  port  of  Bofton.  He  brought  tour  regiments 
cf  infantry  along  with  him.  The  people  of  Bofton,  ib  far  from 
being  intimidated  by  thefe  meafmes*  immediately  entered  into 

general  non-importation  and  a  non-exportatioii  agreement, 
to  and  from  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies.  They  alio 
made  their  cafe  known  to  all  the  other  colonies  \  and  the  an^ 
fwers  they  received  were  fo  extremely  favonrable,  as  to  en- 
courage them  to  bear  all  the  hardflilps  with  which  they  were 
threatened.  The  particular  vengeance  aimed  againli  Bodon, 
extended  itfelf  over  the  other  Britiili  provinces  in  North  Ame* 
rica»  and  was  fek  as  a  common  caufe.  So  far  were  they  from 
availing  diemfelves  of  the  commercial  advantages^  which  the 
blocking  up  the  port  of  Bofton  ofiered,  that  they  felt  her  fufler- 
ings  as  their  own.  And  as  they  were  animated  wuh  the  iurae 
fpirit  of  diipleafure  a  gain  il  the  Britilh  meafures,  tliey  coniider* 
ed  Boilon  as  Angled  for  the  £rft  victim  in  a  facri6ce»  which  was 
meant  to  be  general ;  and  they  determined  to  fupport  tfadr  f«f« 
fering  brethren. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe  Imprtiiions,  the  colonics  bceaa 
to  prepare  for  their  defence,  and  exerted  tliemiclves  in  buyuig 
iims  and  amrnvnitiont  and  in  training  themfelves  to  the  ufe  of 
thenu  The  Virginians  were  the  firft  who  fuggefted  the  neceffity 
of  holding  a  General  Congrcfs  at  Philadelphia ;  an  advice 
fraught  with  found  fenfc,  wliich  was  loon  after  carried  intocx- 
ccxition.  On  the  firfl  day  of  June,  the  port  of  ik>ilon  was 
blocked  up  in  terms  of  the  of  Parliament  \  and  to  mark  the 
general  fympathy  on  that  event,  the  fame  day  was  obferved, 
throughout  the  Dritiih  colonics>  as  a  day  of  general  prayer, 
failing,  and  humiiiAtion*    Ou  the  J4th^  a  Soknm  League  and 
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Covenant  was  entered  into  by  the  Americans  to  take  place  OB 
the  3 1  ft  of  Aaguft  foUowing* 
From  the  viofent  meafures  which  agitated  the  Aflemhiy  of 

Malfachufet's  Bay,  General  Gage  judged  it  proper  to  diflblvc  it, 
on  the  22d  of  June ;  and  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  he 
pobliihed  his  Proclamation  againli  the  Solen^i  League  and 
Cofcnant.  Thefe  impotent  efforts  on  the  part  of  Gorenunent 
ienred  no  good  purpofe»  and  pointed  out  to  die  Americans  the 
extreme  wcuknefs  of  the  executive  power. 

The  new  Council  for  the  province  of  MafTachufet's  Bay  were 
chofen  by  General  Gage,  on  the  15th  of  Anguft^  in  terms  of 
the  late  a£^  of  Parliament :  but  fo  enraged  were  the  people, 
againft  the  legiOatire  authority  aflumed  hy  Great  Britain  orer 
the  colonics,  that  aluiofl:  all  the  gentlemen  fo  appointed,  were 
obliged  to  refign  their  feats  at  that  Board  i  and  at  this  time, 
juries  at  Bofton  refufed  to  be  fwom  under  this  a£^.  Eyctj 
meafnre  indlcatied,  that  matters  were  coming  to  extremity.  On 
the  23d  of  Auguft,  General  Gagcifliied  a  proclamation,  iUia- 
If  forbidding  town-meetings  to  be  held,  except  hy  his  pcrmillioa. 
On  the  I  ft  of  September,  he  ordered  fome  gunpowder  to  be 
feizcd  at  Charieilown  and  Cambridge ;  and  on  the  2d,  he  di- 
n&ed  the  arms  and  ammunition  belonging  to  the  militia  of  the 
town  of  Bofton  to  be  delivered  to  him  ;  whereupon  the  Gd- 
Ycrnor's  company  of  cadets  d! (Landed  ihenifclves,  and  rcltored 
their  colours.  General  Gage  then  ordered  the  iflhmus/  which 
connects  that  town  with  the  continent,  to  be  fortified. 

The  firft  General  Congrcfs  of  the  American  Colonies  met  at 
Philai!el{)hia,  on  the  5tJi  ol  Septemher  this  ye  ar.  It  wa^  com- 
pofcd  of  fifty-two  Delegates,  viz.  two  from  New  iiampllurc, 
four  from  Mafl'achufet's  Bay,  two  from  Rhode  Ifland,  three 
from  Connedicut,  feren  from  New  York,  four  from  New 
Jerfey,  feren  from  Penfylvania,  three  from  the  Counties  on 
Delaware,  four  Ironi  Mai  \  laud,  feven  from  Virginia,  three 
from  North  Carolina,  and  five  fron»  South  Carolina. 
The  abilities  and  addrcfs  ^difplayed  by  this  AiTembly  hare 
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ifeldom  been  furpafled»  either  in  ancient  or  modem  timeflu 

Their  appeal  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  is  replete  with  ar- 
gument and  manly  fenfc,  and  was  well  calculated  to  make  the 
intended  impicilion*  It  may  £nce  have  been  lamented,  that 
their  fineerity  was  not  then  put  to  the  proof*  when  they  pre- 
ferred thb  requeft :  «  Phiee  us  in  the  lame  fituation  that  wc 
**  were  on  at  ^e  clofe  of  lad  war,  and  onr  former  harmony 

will  be  rellored."  Their  after  conduct  may  leave  room  to 
doubt  the  fmccrity  of  this  declaration  ;  but  the  Americans  will 
ieply»  that  as  it  was  not  then  accepted,  it  cannot  nowbe  quef- 
tioned*  When  the  Rubicon  was  pafled,  the  fword  alone  could 
terminate  the  difpnte .  In  the  different  addreiTes  which  the  Ame- 
ricans publiQicd  to  the  people  oi  Great  Britain,  to  the  people  of 
Irelandt  to  the  Canadians,  and  to  their  bretlireu  in  North  Ame- 
ricai  among  a  great  many  important  truths,  detailed  with  all  the 
force  of  eloquence,  there  are  feveral  exaggerations,  which 
leem  addrefled  more  to  the  paiGons  than  to  the  under  (landing. 
But  as  all  thefe  papers  were  laid  before  the  public,  to  them  tlic 
reader  is  referred  \  leaving  him  to  form  a  judgment  for  lumfclf 
on  the  merits  of  the  caule. 

Vic6>  Admiral  Graves  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  30th  of  Juncy 
in  his  Maje(l/s  ilnp  Prefton,  and  aflumed  the  command  of  the 
fquadron  \  which,  exclufive  of  the  flag-(hip,  conHfted  of  feven- 
ttcn  fhips  and  veflels,  of  u  liich  eiglit  only  were  at  Bofton,  the 
reit  being  difpcrfed  from  die  G  ulph  of  St.  Lawrence  to  Georgia. 
But  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  the  Frefton,  and  all  the  other 
Ihips  on  this  ftation,  were  manned  only  according  to  the  loweft 
peace  eftablifliment.* 

There  were  likewife  ^\  Bollou,  tliree  ilivilions  of  tranfports 
for  tiie  troops,  with  a  Lieutenant  of  tiie  Navy  having  the  fuper- 
intendenoe  of  each,  as  Agent  of  Tranfports,  viz.  Meifirs.  Bour- 
-  matter,  Dickenfon,  and  Gumming.  Thefe  vefiels  were  put 
under  the  dire6Hon  of  the  Conunander  in  Chief  of  the  land- 
forces  in  North  Anrerica  ,  which  is  the  full  inftancc  of  xlil^ 
fort,  that  wc  have  met  with  in  the  courfc  of  thefe  Memoirs. 

When  Admiral  Graves  was  under  a  necelhty  of  recalling 
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fome  of  hU  cnil2er8>  the  better  to  block  up  the  port  of  BoftoDt 
m  terms  of  the      of  Parlbment^  the  Americans  availed  them* 

fehres  of  the  weaknefis  of  the  fquadron,  and  procured  fuppHes 
to  an  afiouiihing  degree;  fo  that  it  required  more  flilps  than 
the  Admiral  could  fpare,  to  carry  the  Bofton  Port  A£^  into 
proper  execution.  To  render  this  a6t  of  as  little  ciie£^  as  poffible*^ 
moft  of  the  provinces  to  the  fouthward  of  Bollon  contributed  to 
the  relief  of  that  town,  and  appointed  Committees  for  uatif- 
niitting  their  donations  of  rice  and  other  proviiions  to  its  in*- 
liabitants. 

Admiral  Graves  did  ali  that  lay  in  his  power  to  attend  to  the 
Information  given  him,  of  veflels  coming  from  Europe  with 

prohibited  cargoes  on  board  j  but  the  ilrength  of  the  Ujuadroti 
under  his  command  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  great  and 
important  fervices  required  of  it.   He  duly  fent  notice  to  the 
fewcruizers  he  had}  to  be  watchful  on  their  refpe^ve  ftations  ; 
and  although  he  placed  his  ihipsat  Bollon  to  the  heft  advantage^ 
fo  fcjv(  urable  is  tlie  fituation  of  the  place  for  veflels  cfenpln^r  by 
di£^ent  channels,  that  notwith Handing  all  his  endeavours^ 
he  could  not  effe^kually  guard  all  the .  inlets  leading  to  that 
town.    Many  veilels  accordingly  pafied  unfeen,  which  fupplied 
Bofton  and  its  environs  with  ^oods.    The  CaptaiiTs  command- 
ing the  fiiips  ilatloned  at  tlic  various  chniinels  to  prevent  this 
tradC)  made  repeated  reprefentations  to  the  Admiral  on  this 
heady  and  informed  him  of  a  number  of  fmall  velTelsy  in  fpite 
of  cheir  utmoft  vigilance,  which  Hole  in  and  out  of  the  harbour 
during  the  night,  by  keeping  clofe  to  Hull  Point,  and  from 
thence  at  the  back  of  Puttock'b  illand,  in  by  liraintrec,  clofe  to 
Caitle  William.    Governor  Lepgc  of  Nova  Scotia  likewife 
made  flrong  applications  to  the  Admiral  for  a  naval  force^  as 
the  coafts  of  his  eztenlive  government  were  wholly  unguarded^  ' 
of  which  the  fiiuigglers  greatly  availed  ini  iiiiclvcs.    The  coafls 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  places  notorious  for  a  con- 
traband trade,  were  not  in  a  much  better  fituation.    TheVice*  r 
Admiral  was  induced,  from  thefe  confiderations,  to  write  to 
the  Admiraltyi  requeuing  that  a  reinforcement  of  frigates  and 
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Hoops  of  war  might  be  immediately  fent  to  him;  more  cfpeciaily, 
as  fevenl  of  the  ihip$  under  his  command  were  foul  and  ihort  of 
their  complement  of  mem  At  the  time  of  which  ve  are  now 
fpeakingy  the  Bofton  Fort  Bill  engrofied  every  perfon's  atten^ 
lion :  and  on  its  firft  arrival  in  America  it  was  difcovcred  to 
contain  defeats,  wlilch  in  a  confidcrable  degree  tended  to  de- 
feat the  defigns  of  the  Britiili  kgiHature.  In  particular^  the 
2£k  did  not  prohibit  veflels  from  going  out  of  the  harbour  in 
baltaft  ;  an  error  which  left  the  inhalntants  of  Bofton  in  pof- 
fe{Eon  of  a  very  valuable  branch  of  trade  in  bmlding  and  re- 
pnir'mp  iTiipping,  and  allowed  tliem  to  employ  a  great  number 
oi  handicrafts  and  other  people,  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand. 
This  prevented  that  general  diftrefs  among  the  lower  clafs  of 
peopki  hf  which  the  moft  undoubtedly  intended  to  bring 
their  rulers  to  fubmiilion. 

By  the  King's  inftni£lions  to  iiis  Governor  of  the  province 
of  MafTachufet's  Bay,  the  Admiral  commanding  his  Maje(ly'& 
fliips  in  North  America>  was  to  be  prefent  upon  all  confulta- 
tions  relative  to  maritime  afBiirs.  In  coniequence  of  this* 
General  Gage  defiied  that  the  Vice- Admiral  would  meet  him 
At  S.ilem,  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  to  conTuIr  on  the  contents 
of  a  petition  he  had  received  from  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boilon ;  and  alfO|  to  confider  whether  the  dona- 
tions of  rice»  &c.  from  the  other  colonies  to  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  came  under  the  head  of  visual  neceflary  for 
il.c  uic  .ind  lubfiftence  of  its  inhabitants,  as  meiuioiitd  in  the 
a6l*  Tlie  Admiral  accordingly  met  there  the  Governor,  the 
Commiflioners  of  the  Cudoms,  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  province ;  the  Chief  Juftice  having  declined  being  prefent, 
as  the  matter  might  come  before  htm  judicially.  Hiey  were 
all  clearly  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  authority  to  ftop  the 
launching  of  the  lliips,  or  to  hinder  their  departing  in  ballafl  ; 
nor  could  they  lawfully  prevent  the  donations  above  mentioned 
being  brought  to  Bofton,  as  the  injun£lion  of  the  a^  was  com- 
plied with  by  their  entering  firft  at  Salem. 

On  the  6th  of  Auguftj  the  fquadron  was  reinforced  by  the 
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ftnfral  of  the  Scarborough  frigate^  Captain  Chaddsi  in  eight 
weeks  from  England.    She  brought  dtfpatches  for  General 

Gage,  and  money  to  pay  the  troops  ^  bat  no  difpatches  from 
the  Admiralty  to  Vice- Admiral  Graves. 

To  fuch'an  alarming  height  was  the  difafiedion  of  the  people 
of  the  New  England  provinces  arrived^  that  it  was  very  dan* 
gerous  to  exprefs  among  them  the  lead  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jcrtv,  or  to  Great  Brit-ilii.  Difzulfcd  mobs  in  the  night,  iur- 
roundcd  the  houfcs  of  the  newly  made  Counkllors  of  the  pro* 
▼ince  of  Maifachufet's  Bay>  and  endeavoured  by  threatening 
their  lives  and  property*  to  compel  them  to  rcfign  the  King's 
appointment.  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  was  obliged  to  leave  hi^ 
houfe  and  fly  for  fafety,  with  his  family,  to  Bofton.  An  ad-  ' 
vertifcment  appeared  in  many  public  places  at  Boilon,  nearly 
in  the  following  words,  viz.  **  Any  one,  and  everyone  of  the 
^  Bar,  that  ihall  prefume  sifter  this  day  to  appear  in  Court, 
or  otherwife  do  any  bufinefs  with  the  Judges,  ihall  afliiredly 
"  fuffcr  death." 

A  mob  of  near  five  thou  fa -d  men,  moflly  armed,  afTcmbicd 
at  Cambridge  on  the  2d  of  September,  on  pnrpofe  to  oppofe 
the  new  laws«  They  likewife  committed  various  outrages 
againit  thofe  who  were  well  aile£led  to  Government)  many  of 
whom  were  fotced  to  feek  refuge  in  Bofton*  They  feized  tlie 
ShcrilT  of  the  county,  who  faved  his  life  by  fignlng  an  obliga- 
tion to  dcfiH  entirely  from  any  execution  of  his  othce  under  the 
new  laws  ;  and  they  purfued  a  Commillioner  of  his  Majefty'a 
Cuftoms  within  fight  of  the  military  guards  at  the  town>neck 
of  Bofton.  Such  outrageous  proceedings  indoeed  the  Vicc- 
Admiral,  at  tlic  requefl  of  (General  Gage,  to  order  the  Can- 
ceaux  brig  to  haul  into  the  creek  to  the  fouthward  of  Boflo!i, 
that  ihe  might,  if  neceflary,  afliii  the  King's  troops  in  defend- 
ing  the  ifthmus  which  leads  into  that  town  from  Roxbury,  in 
cafe  the  difaffe£led  provincinis  fhould  endeavour  to  force  them- 
feKcs  into  it  bv  that  w;iy.  1  u  fueh  a  heij.'ht,  indt^^nl,  h.iJ  thvir 
diiloyalty  arrived  in  the  New  England  provinces,  that  the  belt 
informed  were  of  opinion^  that  nothing  would  force  them  to 
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fubmiiTioiif  but  an  effe^al  interpofition  of  military  powtr^ 
Information  was  given  to  General  Gage»  that  the  Americans 
had  a  foundery  fititated  between  the  towns  of  Bridgewater  and 

Abingdoii,  where  ;i  number  of  c.umon  were  ready  for  immediate 
fervicc,  and  that  more  were  daily  preparing.  The  dellructioii 
of  this  work  would  have  been  feverely  felt  by  the  dtfafFe£led  ^ 
but  as  no  fteps  were  parfaed  for  this  purpofe,  it  is  prefumed^ 
either  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  did  not  approve  of  the 
feiUcrprizc,  or  that  his  inftruclioiis  did  not  authorifc  him  at  this 
time  to  have  recoarfe  to  fuch  (Irong  meafures.  Abingdon  is  about 
thirty  miles  from  Bofton  y  and  the  neareft  communication  to  it 
hy  water  is  at  the  head  of  North  River»  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Abingdon.  Goneral  Gage  having  ordered  the  loth  and  5 2d 
TCgiments  of  foot  from  Quebec  to  HoRon,  tranfports  were  hired 
to  bring  them  from  that  place  ;  but  fuch  a  fpirit  of  oppofitioa 
and  difloyalty  prevailed  among  the  people  at  Bofton,  that  no 
pilots  could  be  found  who  would  take  charge  of  the  veflels,  fo 
that  ihc  Vice-Admiral  was  obUged  to  fend  tlie  Mailer  of  the 
Tartar  frigate  on  this  duty. 

From  the  weakncfs  of  the  fquadron,  Admiral  Graves  had  the 
mortification  to  leam»  that  many  valuable  cargoes  of  contraband 
goods  were  landed  with  impunity  along  the  coaft  of  America* 
The  rebelhous  dcfigns  of  ihc  p^ioplc  became  every  day  more 
evident^  and  a  mob  attempted  to  remove  fome  pieces  of 
cannon  during  the  night  from  Bodon and  actually  carried 
fome  from  Charleftown,  which  place  may  be  regarded  as  a 
fuburb  of  that  town.  The  difiifFe£led  gave  out  at  the  fame  time, 
that  their  intention  was  to  fortify  a  can.p  in  t}ie  country  ;  and 
foon  after,  the  boats  of  the  Lively  and  Preflon  fcized  a  flat* 
boat  belonging  fo  the  Americans^  with  fix  very  good  guns»  fix 
pounders,  which  they  were  carrying  up  Charleilown  river,  and 
were  fuppofed  to  be  deftined  for  ihc  fume  fcrvice. 

I'rom  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  Admiral  Graves  forefaw 
a  great  likeliliood,  that  there  would  foon  he  a  want  of  artificers 
to  work  for  Government,  although  Boilos  abounded  with  ihip- 
wrightS)  failmakers,  caulkers,  &c.  He  therefore  wrote,  in  the 
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Rioft  prefling  termS}  to  Captain  Ayfcough  of  his  Majefty's  fkwp 
the  Swan,  then  at  New  York,  but  under  orders  to  return- to 

Bofton,  to  procure  fuch  work-people  as  might  be  ncccflary  to 
keep  ihe  fliips  under  his  comm^ind  in  proper  repair,  led  thofe 
at  BoRon  ihould  refufe  their  adidance.  This  precaution  even* 
tualfy  profed  of  great  ferrice  ;  for  after  the  ikirmiih  at  JLcxing* 
ton,  none  of  the  Americans  durft  work  for  the  King,  either  in 
the  navy  or  army  departments,  but  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 

The  great  attention  of  Commotlorc  (now  Lord)  Shuidham, 
wKo  commanded  this  year  at  Newfoundland^  well  dcferves 
notice.  Being  informed  of  the  violent  proceedings  in  the  pro^ 
▼ince  of  Mafibchufet's  Bay^  he  Judged,  that  a  reinforcement 
both  of  naval  and  military  forccy  however  fmall,  muft  be  very 
acceptable.  He  therefore  put  on  board  his  Majcfty's  fliip  the 
Rofe,  (Captain  now  Sir  James  Wallace)  two  companies  of  the 
<^5th  regimenty  and  fent  her  to  Bofton^  where  ihe  arriyed  the 
1 2th  of  0£h>her.  By  order  of  Vice-Admiral  Graves,  flie  was 
Rationed  to  truize  between  Bofton  and  the  eaft  end  of  Long 
inand,  and  to  winter  at  Newport  in  Rhode  Ifland.  Her  ar- 
rival there  gave  great  pleafure  to  all  the  friends  of  Government ; 
who  foon  experienced  the  eiFe£ls  of  being  thus  prote£led.  The 
imeotions  of  the  difafie£led  were  thereby  fntftrated,  and  a 
ievere  check  was  given  to  the  great  importation  of  prohibited 
goods,  whicli  liaii  tor  a  long  time  been  carrii-il  on  there  wuh 
impunity.  The  Rofc  being  alfo  near  to  the  harbour  of  Bolion, 
coiild  eafily  join  the  iquadron,  if  any  event  ihould  occur  that 
icquiicd  fuch  a  reinforcement* 

In  the  Provincial  Congrefs  held  at  Cambtid  gc,  it  was  fre« 
quciitly  and  flrongly  agitated  to  attack  the  King's  troops  im- 
mediately 'y  or  to  oblige  the  itdiabitants  of  Bolton  to  fet  hrc  to 
the  town,  and  then  abandon  it.  This  fcheme  would  certainly 
have  been  attempted,  if  fufficient  accommodation  could  luve 
been  fomul  for  the  inhabitants  in  the  country. 

The  Scarborough  friijatc  havin;;  been  Lnt  l.on :c  to  England 
trith  ditp  itihcs,  returned  once  ntore  to  lioilon  on  tlic  fame 
crraady  and  arrired  there  on  the  3d  of  December*    Among  / 
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tnhiet  papers  fent  oot  by  her,  was  a  priitted  copy  of  the  King*s 

order  in  Council,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  gunpowder, 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.  from  Great  Britain  to  America ;  and 
alfo,  orders  to  Admiral  Graves  to  take  the  moH  efiec^ual 
iKietfaods  for  preventing  the  importation  of  them  into  any  part 
of  that  cotmtry*  Soon  after  this,  his  Majcfty's  (hips  the  A(ia 
and  Boync,  alfo  arrived  at  Bofloii.  So  conridcr..bk  i  iLiaforcc- 
jnent  determined  Admiral  Graves  to  change  the  difpofition  of 
his  fquadron.  The  large  (hips,  with  a  floop,  and  a  few 
ichooners,  he  deemed  fufficient  for  the  harbour  of  fiofton  dur- 
ing the  winter.  And  fuch  Chips  and  veflels  as  could  be  fpared, 
he  ordered  out  to  cruize  along  the  coaft,  fpreading  them  iit 
fuch  a  manner  as  might  moil  efie£tually  prevent  illegal  trading,, 
as  we!i  as  guard  againft  the  arrival  of  arms  and  ammunition ; 
and  the  ftips  fo  Rationed  rendered  very  important  fervice* 

His  Majefty's  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
arms  and'  ammuniti;)ii  imo  his  North  American  tlominions,  w.is 
ijpeedily  reprinted  and  conveyed  to  all  the  principal  towns  on 
die  contuient.  The  leaders  of  the  people  repref^itcd  to  them, 
that  the  Britifli  Government  had  now  determined  upon  their 
dcftructioii,  and  that  they  ought  to  take  care  of  thcmfclvcs. 

Such  language  had  an  immediate  tendency  to  inflame  the 
people  (iill  more  againd  the  mother-country;  and  in  con- 
ftquence  of  it,  an  armed  mob>  on  the  14th  of  December,  fetzed 
en  the  cannon  and  ammunition,  (above  100  barrels  of  gun- 
Jiowder)  in  Cailic  WiLi.Lin  ..:.d  Mary  at  Portfinouth,  in  the 
province  of  New  Hampdiire.  The  Rofc  being  out  on  a  cruize, 
another  mob  came  down  the  river,  and  feized  on  the  cannon 
and  ammunition  in  Fort  George^  at  Newport,  Rhode  lOand, 
carrying  them  up  tothetOwn  of  Providence,  where  the  Aflembly 
cf  the  province  was  then  litLiiig.  Soon  .lucr  tins,  the  AfTcjnbly 
came  to  feveral  very  violent  and  hoitile  rcfolutions,  viz.  to  ap- 
point a  Committe  to  purchafe  300  barrels  of  gunpowder,  three 
tons  of  lead,  and  forty  thoufand  flints,  to  be  depofited  at 
Providence,  under  the  dirc^Hon  of  Darcle  Seifions,  Efq;  to 
order  Colonel  Nightingale  to  purch<tfe  four  brai:>  iieid-pieces ; 
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and  to  dired  the  pubhc  treafurer  to  borrow  money  for  the  pay- 
ineot  of  thefe  articles  ^  to  lemoYe  the  guns  and  artillciy  ftoics 
from  Fort  George,  at  Newport,  ^o  Providence ;  with  feverai 
others  that  had  the  fame  tendency:  fuch  as,  toraife  fonrcom- 

panics  of  fuklicrs  immciiiatcly  ;  to  diftribute  the  public  arnu 
to  the  di^erent  towns  of  the  province  ;  and  to  order  the  mihtia 
of  the  province  to  affemble  on  a  moment's  warning,  and  to 
march  for  the  protefllon  of  the  province,  or  to  the  aififtance  of 
any  of  their  fifter  CK^onies. 

On  the  return  of  the  Rofo  to  Newport,  Captain  V/alhcc 
■s^Mitcd  on  the  Governor,  and  afked  why  the  cannon  and  llpres 
had  been  removed  during  his  abfence  from  Fort  George  i  To 
which  he  very  frankly  made  the  following  anfwer :  «  To  pie- 
vent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  or  any  of 
his  fervants,  and  to  make  ufe  of  them  againft  any  power  that 
"  (houid  offer  to  molcft:  us."  Captain  Wallace  then  defired  to 
know,  if  in  the  courfe  of  the  King's  fervice,  he  fliould  require 
afijftance,  Whether  he  nright  expe^  it  from  him,  or  any 
others  in  the  government  ?  To  tfiis  the  Governor  replied,  that 
as  to  himfelf  he  had  no  power;  and  he  believed,  inrefpe£^  to 
any  other  part  of  the  goverim^ent,  the  Captain  would  meet  wit% 
iuxhing  but  oppoiition  and  difficulty. 


1775, 

■ 

The  advices  which  daily  arrived  from  America  muil  have 
convinced  the  Miniilry,  that  a  civil  war  was  on  the  eve  of 
breaking  cut.  A  bill  was  brought  iitto  Parliament,  which  le- 
cetved  the  Royal  Aflent  on  the  30th  of  March^     To  leftraio 

tl»c  trade  and  ii^niniLi'cc  of  the  four  New  Kni^land  provinces 
"  to  the  Britilh  dominions,  and  to  prohibit  ihcm  from  the 
«  Newfoundland  fifhery."  On  fartlier  advices  being  received 
of  ihe  condu£l  of  the  other  colonics,  and  the  meafures  pur- 
ibed  by  them,  a  like  bill  againft  the  colonies  of  New  Jerfey, 
PenfylvaJiia^  r'L;ryland,  the  Dcbwarc  Counties,  Virginia,  and 
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South  Carolina)  alfo  received  the  Royal  AiTcnt  on  the  3Qth  o£ 
April. 

A  confiderable  reinforcement  of  troops  was  dire£ied  to  be 
fent  to  General  Gage;  and  Major- Generals  Howe»  Clinton* 
and  Burgoync,  were  ordered  to  Bofton.    They  failed  from 

Portfmouth  on  the  20th  of  April,  in  tlic  CerbtTUS  frigate; 
and  as  foon  as  Adminiltratton  received  intelligence  tli.'t  hoiii^ 
lities  had  commenced,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  ordered  to  , 
embark  at  Corkci  and  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  £cec 
Bofton. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  the  Kint;  put  an  end  to  the  fcfTion  of 
Parliament ;  and  in  tlie  fpcech  wiiich  he  made  to  both  Houfcs 
on  this  occafion,  faid,     I  cannot  in  juftice  forbear  to  exprels 
«<  to  jcUf  my  entire  fatisfa^ton  in  your  condu£k  during  the 
courfe  of  this  important  feflton.  -  Toti  have  maintained,  with 
a  firm  .iad  (Icady  rt foluiu;;!,  ihc  iights  of  my  Ciouii  .uid 
**  the  authority  of  Parliament,  which  1  lhall  ever  confider  as 
infeparable ;  you  have  protected  and  promoted  the  com- 
metcial  interefts  of  my  kingdoms;  and  you  have,  at  the 
'    fame  time,  given  convincing  proofs  of  your  readinefs,  (as 
<«  far  as  the  conftituiion  will  allow  you),  to  gratify  the  wiflics 
'<  and  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  my  fubjecls  in  America  : 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  moll  falutary  etlccls  muil,  in 
the  end,  refult  from  meafures  formed  and  coudiu^ed  on 
fuch  principles.** 

The  Commons  during  this  feflion,  voted  eighteen  thoufand 
fcamcn  and  twenty-two  thoufand  land-forces,  exclufivc  of 
guards  and  garhfons,  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year.  The 
whole  fum  voted  amounted  to  5,556,4^3!.  2S«  lod.  The  von- 
dn£k  of  Adminiftration  appears  fomewhalt  unaccountable :  by 
the  fpecch  from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  by 
the  papers  and  letters  laid  before  Parliament,  and  by  all  tlic 
advices  from  America,  the  diilracked  Hate  of  that  country, 
and  its  determiaation  to  refilt,  feemed  to  be  confirmed ;  yet, 
the  number  of  feamen  required  for  the  fervice  of  this  year,  was 
two  dioufand  lefs  than  had  been  employed  in  the  laft ;  and 
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the  mJlUary  force  which  was  dellinecl  for  America,  was  far 
Ihort  of  the  ftrength  requifite  for  the  propofcd  coercion.  It 
kcmcd  Jis  if  the  Minillcr  h.-^d  Ionic  fetret  hope  of  accommoda- 
tiou*    I'cF^aps  iie  was  intimidated,  by  the  violence  with  which 
ihe  meafures  of  GoYemment  were  oppofed ;  but  more  prob- 
ably, he  was  miikd  by  the  jnifreprefeiitations  of  the  adherents 
to  die  caufe  of  Britain  in  America,  who,  viewing  tlungswith 
the  jaundiced  eye  of  prejudice,  deceived  botJi  themfelves  aud 
the  fervants  of  the  Crown.    This  appeared  to  be  ftrongly  ex- 
emplified in  the  confident  aiTertion  of  the  naval  minUter,  in 
h's  pbce  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  who  afiirmed,  that  the  low 
tllablilhmcnt  propofed  would  be  fuilicicnt  tueilcct  the  rcduc- 
•tioa  of  the  colonics  to  obedience  i  andfppjce  with  contempt  of 
Ihe  power  and  courage  of  tlie  Americans^  who,  he  faid,  weie 
Jindifciplined  and  incapable  of  difcipliue.    He  further  infi- 
nuated,  that  the  numbers  of  which  fuchboafls  hud  been  made, 
were  formed  of  fach  materi.ils,  and  fo  indifpofed  to  aclion, 
would  ojdy  add  to  the  facility  of  tlieir  defeat.    A  fliort  time 
proved  thefe  aflertions  to  be  as  ill-founded  as  they  were  illiberal  j 
for  foon  after  the  riling  of  the  Parliament,  an  account  of  the 
bloody  a^lion  of  Bunker's  Hill  was  received  in  England, 

All  hopes  of  reconciliation  between  the  parent  ilate  and  the 
revolted  colonies  being  now  at  an  end,  hisMajelly,  on  the  23d 
of  Attguft,  ifiiied  his  proclamation  for  fupprelling  rebellion 
and  (edition  in  Nortli  America. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  his  IM.ijeliy  made  the  following 
promotions:  January  lotii,  Wkijor-Gcncrai  Guy  Carieton  (now 
Lord  Dorchetler)  was  appointed  Captain-General  and  Governor 
in  Chief  of  the  province  of  Canada* 

By  his  Majedy's  command,  the  Admiralty  promoted  the  fol- 
lowing F'la^^-OdiLers,  viz.  Sir  'I'liom.is  I'ranklanJ,  Uarr.  and 
liarry  Duke  of  i^uiton,  Admirals  of  tiie  131  ue,  to  be  Adniinili 
of  the  White.  Francis  Geary,  £fq}  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red, 
10  be  Admiral  of  the  Blue.  James  Young,  Efq;  Sir  Piercy 
Brett,  Knt.  and  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  and  K.  B.  Vice-AdU 
jaiirais  of  :he  White,  to  bj  Vice- Adnuru'i  tf      Red.  Samuel 
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Graves  and  William  Parry,  Efqrs.  and  the  Honourable  Auguf- 
tus  Keppel,  Vicc-Admirals  ot  the  Blue,  to  be  Vice- Admirals 
of  the  White.  Sir  Peter  Denisy  Bart.  Matthew  Buckle,  and 
Robert  Man,  Efqrs.  Rear*  Admirals  of  the  Red,  tor  be  Vice- 
AdmiraU  of  the  Bkic.  Cl.iilc  G.iyton,  John  Darker,  ElVjrs. 
Sir  Richard  Spry,  Knt.  Rear-Admirals  of  the  AVhite,  and  John 
Montagu,  Efqi  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart,  and  James  Saycr, 
Hfq;  Rear- Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the 
Red.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
Iilue,  to  be  Rcav-Admlral  ot  the  White.  C.iptains  AH'alliing- 
ton,  Earl  Ferrers,  Hugh  Ti-nit,  Mohneux  Shuldham,  Efqra, 
^ir  Jofcph  Knight,  Knt.  and  John  Vaughan,  £fq;  to  be  Rear- 
Admirals  of  the  White ;  and  Captains  John  Lloyd,  Robert 
DufF,  John  Reynolds,  Efqrs.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Bart.  Hon- 
ourable John  Byron,  and  Auguftu*?  John  Earl  of  Briftol,  to  be 
Rear-Adcuirals  of  the  Blue.  April  4th,  Captains  Thomas 
Graves  and  Robert  Dtgby,  £fqrs«  were  appointed  Colonels  of 
Marines,  in  the  room  of  Admirals  Pigot  and  the  late  Earl  of 
Bfiftol.  April  6ih,  his  Majcfty  was  pleafed  to  nppoint  John 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  John  Buller,  Efq;  Henry  Vifcount  Palmer- 
ilon.  Lord  Charles  Spencer,  Wilniot  Vifcount  Lift)urne,  Henry 
Fenton,  Efq;  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Bart,  to  be  his  Commit^ 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  8ic,  Captain  Maurice  Siukhng  fucceed- 
ed  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ns  Comptroller  ot  the  Navy  j  and  on  the 
15th,  Rear- Admiral  Duff  was  appointed  Governor  aifd  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  Newfoundland.  Auguft  ift.  Captain 
Mariot  Arbiithnot  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commiflioners,  in 
quality  of  principal  ofTicer  of  the  n  ivv,  for  Naval  Affairs  in 
North  America,  to  refuie  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia.  Novem- 
ber 4th,  William  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  appointed  Lord  Privy 
Seal  i  Thomas  Vifcount  Weymouth  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State;  and  Lord  George  Sackville 
Gernnaine  to  be  one  of  his  Majcfly's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  named  for  the  American  Department* 

Rear-Admiral  Shuldham  was,  in  the  autumn,  ordered  to 
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proceed  ^i^^^^y  Boiion,  and  tliere  put  himlclf  under  the 
command  of  Vice-Admiral  Graves :  but  foon  aftetf  this  order 
iras  recalled ;  and  inftead  of  going  out  in  a  fubofdinate  capa- 
city, he  was  dircQed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Bofton,  and  there 
like  the  command  of  his  Majeiiy's  ihips  and  vellcls  on  tliac 
(lation. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Knt.  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a  fmall  fquadron»  deftined  to 

cfcort  Major-General  Earl  Cornwallis,  with  a  confiderablc  hv^y 
<ji  iiif;intry,  to  North  America.  Tliey  left  England  early  in 
Decembers  and  proceeded  to  Corkci  where  fomc  of  the  regt- 
tnents  -were  to  embark  j  but  owing  to  contrary  winds*  it  was 
the  naddle  of  January  1776  before  tkey  left  that  port. 


NORTH  AMERICA. 

The  fercrity  of  the  winter  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off  all  com- 
munication with  England ;  and  this  rigorous  feafon  was  (barcely 

ever,  w  hen  ht>(lilities  were  unfortunately  commenced  between 
the  King's  troops  and  the  coloniils. 

So  much  were  the  afie£^ions  of  the  Americans  now  alienat- 
ed from  the  mother-country*  that  whatever  orders  came  from 
his  Majefty's  fervants  were  not  only  difregarded,  but  received 
nvith  marks  of  difapprobation  and  refiiiance. 

Thus*  the  Secretary  of  State's  circular  letter  to  his  Majefty's 
Governors  in  America*  prohibiting  the  colonies  from  fending 
Delegates  to  the  next  General  Congrefs,  operated  as  an  excite- 
ment to  what  it  was  intended  to  prevent ;  and  the  people  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  reprefentatives  for  that  Ailciubly  with  greater 
keennefs  than  ever. 

On  the  26th  of  February*  General  Gage  fent  a  detachment 
of  troops  from  Bofton  to  Marblehead  to  feize  fome  cannon* 
uliich  he  was  informed  had  been  depofited  nearS.ilem;  but  they 
returued  the  next  day  without  having  fo. md  them.  The  Ge- 
neral was  more  focceisful  on  the  1 8(h  of  March*  when  a  party 
irhicfa  he  fent  out  feized  13,425  mufquct  cartridges*  and 

3000 
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3000  \hu  weight  of  ball,  which  the  provincial*  had  collef^ed. 

It  was  the  191I1  uf  ^fiirch  before  any  .uKices  were  vcctivcJ 
irosn  Englam!,  on  which  day  a  pacl '  r  arrived  ;  but  it  brougiit 
no  particular  iniiru^ions  eitlier  to  the  General  or  Admiral  how 
to  a€^.  It  only  conveyed  foroe  papers  to  the  latter^  with  in^ 
tcUigence  of  fome  veflels  loading  with  contraband  goods  in 
Europe,  whofe  deflination  was  iuppoled  to  be  ior  America^ 
that  the  Admiral  might  inilrucl  liis  cruisers  to  keep  a  il>arf> 
iooi^-oQty  and  tnteicepc  them  if  poi&ble. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  winter,- as  much  as  that  tenv 
pclluDUs  icafon  would  admit  uf,  the  Admiral  hud  ll.uioned  the 
iliips  under  his  comniaaJ  with  a  view  of  leizing  on  any  vciFels 
bringing  warlike  ftores  to  the  Americans:  but  the  coait  he  had 
to  guard  was  £b  very  extenfive^  and  abounded  in  phces  fo  well 
adapted  for  evading  his  cruizets,  that  they  were  not  fucce&fuL 

His  INIujedyVs  brig  the  Guipec  bciiit;  ll.itloncd  at  i  .ihnuuth, 
<ta  the  13th  of  February  four  of  her  crew  kized  the  boat  then 
lying  alongfidey  and  rowed  towards  the  fhore,  probably  with 
an  intention  to  delert.  Lieutenant  Hunter«  her  conounander, 
called  to  them  to  return,  but  was  only  anfwered  by  abufive 
language;  on  which,  lie  and  the  Mailer  lircd  fume  niuicjuets 
to  compel  them  to  obcdience»  and  wounded  one  of  the  men  iu 
the  boat.  The  other  three  vowed  aihore  to  Faimoutht  where 
'the  wounded  man  died»  and  they  deferted.  Such  was  the  re- 
bellious difpofition  of  the  people  of  this  place,  that  they  threat- 
cncd  to  dedruy  the  Gafpce,  or  any  other  of  the  King's  (hip* 
that  iliculd  come  there.  Lieutenant  Hunter  judging  it  unlafe  to 
fend  a  boat  on  fliore^  and  wiDiing  to  prevent  the  civil  power  at 
lUinouth  from  taking  cognizance  of  the  feaman'&  death,  left 
that  place  and  returned  to  liofton,  whcrj  he  was  trl^d  by  .1 
Cuui  t-niartial,  and  molt  honourably  acquitted.  Admiral  Graves 
feat  back  the  Gafpee  to  her  former  llation,  in  hopes  of  recover- 
ing the  deferters,  and  to  check  the  infolence  of  the  people  there 
for  threatening  the  King's  fhips.  He  afTured  them,  that  if 
they  comnrn'<.-d  any  .icl  oi  viuiciicc  agaiulL  ilic  perfon:^  of  any 
oi  hiii  Majclty'^  othcers  or  fcamcn,  or  dwUioycd  any  uf  tlie 
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ihips'  (lores,  he  would  take  the  fcvereft  meafures  to  dilVrefs 
<hcm.  This  for  a  while  had  the  defired  c&s£k  i  they  returned 
a  civil  anfwer  to  Lieutenani  Hunter's  letter^  informing  them 
of  the  Admiral's  refolntions,  and  the  crew  of  the  Gafpee  went 
alhorj  r.i  formerly  without  bein^  ir.ruhcd. 

The  people  at  Bofton,  iii  order  to  diilreU  his  Majefty's  fcr- 
vice  as  much  as  pofTible,  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent iht  pilots  refiding  chere>  from  taking  charge  of  any  of  the 
King's  fhips.  Many  were  driven  from  their  homes^  and  thfea^> 
«icd  with  death  if  they  difobeyed  thcfe  mandate^.  But  the 
Admiral,  ever  attentive  to  the  good, of  the  fer\  ice,  TCiained  ai 
many  of  this  uieiul  fet  of  men  in  the  fervicc  as  he  could}  sot 
only  keeping  more  of  them  oh  board  the  ^eet  than  weie  im- 
mediately neceflary,  a  meafure  which  proved  afterwards  of  the 
greateft  udKty,  but  holding  out  profpeds  to  them  of  futoxe 
provinon,  which  had  a  mofl  happy  c.iccV. 

In  fpring  this  year,  tiie  Americans^  who  were  difc  on  tent- 
ed ^th  his  Majefty's  govemment,  began  to  intercept  the 
msSoagtn  diat  were  tntrafted  with  letters  from  the  General 
and  Admiral  to  the  officers  ftationed  at  difierem  ports,  or  to 
fuch  as  rei:i^;i.ed  f^iiiiful  to  his  INLijeily's  goveriiiiKiK.  This 
obliged  General  Gage  and  Admiral  Graves,  for  the  greater 
lecrecy  as  well  ns  iecurttyy  to  fend  their  difpatches  to  the  di£- 
fcrent  ports  by  fea  j  an  additional  duty  on  the  fleet>  which  were 
abead^  fufficiently  employed.* 

Towanl  the  end. of  the  year  1774  and  the  beginning  oi  tins 
year,  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  the  four  New  England  provinces, 
particularly  in  and  about  Bodon,  began  to  wear  a  very  threat- 
ening alpc^.  The  mutual  jealouiies  aAd  difoantents  between 
the  parent  ftate  and  the  colonies  had  arrived  at  fnch  a  height,  as 
iiiuULcd  tliC  hitter  to  adopt  what  they  termed  proper  precau- 
tions. The  whole  of  the  province  of  Maiiachufet's  Bay,  as 
well  as  fereral  of  the  other  provinces,  were  a^uaily  piepaxii^ 
for  war  with  the  greateft  diligence }  uncommon  pains  were 
taken  to  difi($plinc  the  militia  and  minute-men  $  to  provide 

every 
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erery  man  vr\th  arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  co11e£l  magazines 
and  provinons,  ^c.  At  the  fame  time,  the  people  were  fo 
extremely  violent^  tliat  they  fcrupled  not  to  declare,  that  tliefe 
preparations  were  intended  not  onJy  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
the  Britiftiy  but  that  when  winter  fhould  fet  in^  and  the  Ice  be« 
come  ftrong  enough  to  bear  them,  they  would  come  in  a  body 
to  Boilon,  and  by  dint  of  their  numbers  turn  all  the  King's 
troops  out  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  they  continued  invariably 
to  oppofe  the  execution  of  the  new  laws. 

On  the  part  of  the  Britifli,  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  there 

was  but  a  very  iVn.iil  .amy  in  Buitun,  a:ul  that  they  only  took 
the  ufual  methods  of  guarding  againlt  furprife,  until  the  latter 
end  of  the  winter ;  when  it  became  abfoiutely  necefiary,  not 
altogether  to  (light  the  evidence  of  their  eyes  and  ears*  But 
all  that  was  then  done  was  to  augment  the  guards,  fentinels,  &c. 

However,  as  the  ice  during  tlie  winter  1774  did  not  liap- 
pen  to  freeze  hard  enough  to  ferve  as  a  bridge^  tlie  difaiVccled 
were  obliged  to  poftpone  their  intended  fcheme  of  turning  the 
King^s  troops  out  of  Bofton,  until  the  fpring  ^  when  they  gave 
out,  that  they  would  come  for  that  purpofe  in  whale-boats. 
Accordingly,  about  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  the 
Tories,  that  is  to  fay»  the  people  who  continued  welUatrcdled 
to  his  Maje(ly»  were  more  openly  perfecuted •  than  before; 
many  of  them  were  compelled  to  fly  into  Bofton,  and  things 
were  every  where  carried  witli  a  hi^h  hand  againft  the  Britifli 
Government :  fo  that  it  became  vilibie,  that  unlcfs  ihe  dilFer- 
ences  were  fpeedily  adjufted,  the  parties  mud  foon  come  to 
avowed  hoftilities. 

The  moft  fenfible  and  bed  informed  of  the  Eling^s  friends  in 
roiloii  were  of  opinion,  ihut  all  c  ommunication  would  foon  be 
cut  off  with  tlic  country,  and  die  oppofers  of  Government 
would  find  means  to  oblige  the  Britiih  forces  to  abandon  the 
town. 

In  order  to  prevent  being  taken  by  fuTprifc,  no  expcnce  was 

fjKircd  to  fortify  tlie  neck  of  land  which  leads  into  Boilon  from 
Koxbury,  and  a  very  watchful  eyd  was  kept  on  the  people  both 
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of  Charleftown  and  Bofton ;  thofe  in  the  latter  not  having  as 

yet  confeiued  to  be  difarmed.  Left  the  communication  v.  uli 
the  country  ftiould  be  cut  otV,  Admiral  Graves  gave  orders  to 
all  the  Hiips  of  war  at  Bodon  to  prevent  any  ftock  from  being 
taken  ofiF  the  tflands  in  the  harbour^  without  permiflion  :  and 
as  the  fitoation  of  things  became  more  and  more  critical,  he 
was  follcitoui>  to  guard-  the  town  of  Boflon  from  any  aLtcmpt 
that  might  be  made  againft  it  from  fhc  Cliarlcftown  fide.  He 
therefore  ordered  the  channel  of  the  river  to  be  carefully  found- 
ed )  and  finding  by  the  reportj  that  there  was  room  enough  for 
a  Ihip  of  the  line  to  fvring  at  low  water»  he  dire^ed  Captain 
Le  Cras  to  place  the  Somcrfet  cxa^lly  in  the  ferry-way  between 
tlie  two  towns.  Tlie  Somerfet,  by  this  pofuion,  not  only 
fcnred  to  overawe  Charlcltowiif  and  prevent  any  attack  from 
that  fide,  but  (he  would  have  enabled  the  General  to  emplojr 
a  greater  number  of  foldiers  in  the  defence  of  other  pofts,  had 
the  New  Englanders  prefumed  to  make  the  threatened  attack. 
The  fleet  under  the  command  of  Vice- Admiral  Graves  was 
greatly  difperfcd,  but  fo  dlfpofcd,  astoanord  all  the  proteclioa 
in  his  power  to  his  Majeily's  loyal  fubje^s  in  the  colonics.* 

General  Gage  having  received  undoubted  intelligence  of  a 
large  quantity  of  military  ftores  being  collc^^ed  at  Concord, 
llie  town  wl.crc  tiiC  Afjcnibly  uf  the  province  of  Mafl'acliuk  I'i 
Bay  had  met,  and  that  this  magazine  was  for  the  avowed  pur* 
poie  of  fupplying  arbody  of  troops  dcftined  to  a£t  in  oppofition 
to  his  Majcfty's  government;  Vtce-Admifnl  Graves^  on  the 
i8th  of  April,  by  dcfifc  of  tKe  General,  ordered  the  boats  of 
the  fquuiiioi*  lo  allcJiiLic  aloiigfiile  of  the  Boyiic  by  ciglit  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  their  officers  being  intlrufled  to  follow  tlic 
dire£lions  of  Lieutenant  Bourmaller.  About  half  pail  ten 
o'clock^  the  grenadiers  of  the  army  and  the  Hght>infantry»  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smiii  of  the  tenth  rcgi- 
niuiit,  and  M.tjoi  I'iicaiiii  ul  ih^  uiAimcs,  were  embarked  inui 
thefe  boaiSj  with  orders  to  dellroy  tlie  above  mentioned  iiores. 
The  troops  difembarkcd  at  tlie  entrance  of  Cambridge  river,  at 
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Phipfys's  hrmf  and  immediately  began  their  march.  General 
Gage  was  furroonded  with  too  many  fecret  enemies^  for  this 
meaAire  to  remain  concealed.  •  They  contrived  mean ^  to  fend 

advice  of  the  intended  enterprize,  and  llkcu  iic  of  their  fufpi- 
cionsy  that  besides  the  deilru^iop  of  the  (loresy  it  had  another 
and  more  important  end  in  yi^Wj  viz.  the  feizing  on  the  per- 
fons  of  John  Handcock  and  Samuel  Adams,  Efqrs.  twa  of  the 
Members  of  the  Aflembly  then  fitting  at  Concord, ^ho*had 
rendered  tliemfclves,  by  the  violence  of  tlulr  oppofition,  ex- 
tremely obnoxious  to  government.  Lieutcnant-Coionel  Smith 
had  marclied  only  a  few  miles,  when  he  found  the  whole 
covntry  alarmed  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  firing  of  guns :  on 
which  he  detached  fix  companies  of  light-infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Pitcairn,  to  kcurc  two  bridges  on  diflVrent 
roads  beyond  Concord.    Tliis  olhcer,  upon  his  arrival  witljinT 
two  miles  of  Lexington,  wliieh  might  be  about  four  in  the 
morning  of  the  ipthj  received  intelligence,  that  a  body  of  near 
five  hundred  men  tn  arms  were  afiembled,  and  determined  tv 
oppofe  the  King*s  troops.    On  galloping  up  to  the  head  of  the 
advanced  companies,  tlie  ofTicers  told  him,  that  a  man  advanc- 
ed from  thole  that  were  aflembled  had  prefented  his  miifquet, 
and  attempted  to  flioot  at  them  {  but  that  the  piece  had  fiaihed 
in  the  pan.   On  this,  the  Major  gave  dire^ions  to  the  troops 
to  move  forward  5  but  on  no  account  to  fire,  without  orders. 
"When  thev  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  vilbge,  they  obicrvecl 
about  two  hundroii  armed  men  drawn  up  on  i  green  :  and 
vhen  the  troops  came  within  ont  hundred  yards  of  them,  thefe 
men  began  to  file  off  towards  fome  ftone  walls  on  the  right 
fianlc.    Major  Pitcairn  called  to  them  to  difperff ;  the  King's 
troops  folluued  dicm,  and  the  Major  gave  orders  that  t'lcy 
ihould  not  fire,  but  endeavour  to  furround  and  difarm  the 
Americans.    A  fcv  of  them  who  had  leaped  over  a  wall,  then 
fired  four  or  five  (hot  at  the  troops,  wounded  a  man  of  the 
tenth  regiment,  and  (hot  Major  Pitcaim*8  horfc  in  two  places. 
Some  fliots  were  fired  from  otlicr  pl.ices  at  the  tame  I  line  ;  on 
wliich  tlic  light-infantry,  without  any  order  01  regularity, 
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began  a  fcaCtered  &€»  and  killed  iieveral  of  the  countiy  people  r 
but  their  fire  was  (Henced^  as  foon  as  the  authority  of  their 
officers  could  be  interpofed.    Soon  after  this  unfortunate 

tranfnclion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Snnth,  w.ih  tlic  troops  under 
h'li  command,  joined  Major  Pitcairn,  and  tlie  whole  marched 
OB 'for  Concord,  where  they  arrived  about  nine  o'clock. 
Bleflieura  Handcojqlc  and  Adams*  did  not  watt  the  arrif&l  of 
the  King's  forces,  but  moved  off  to  a  place  of  fafety*  GrcTit 
nun/oLTs  of  tlic  Lomurv  pco|)le  now  aflcir.blcd  on      the  neigh- 
bouring heights.    "While  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  with  the 
main  body  of  his  troops,  was  at  Concord  fearching  forcannoi» 
and  (lores,  he  detached  Captain  Parfoos,  with  fix  compaaieft 
of  light  ^infantry,  to  fecure  a  bridge  at  fome  dSlance  from  that 
place,  and  to  proceed  from  thence  to  certain  houfes  where  it 
W  as  fuppolcd  fonic  of  ilic  llorcs  wtrc  dit  puliicd.    Captain  Par- 
fons,  in  purfuance  of  thtfe  orders*  polled  tlifce  coinpanics  at 
the  bridge  and  om  fome  heights  near  it,  tuidertht  command  of 
Captain  Laurie  of  the  forty*third  regiment ;  and  with  the  re- 
mainder went  and  deilroyed  fome  cannon-carriage  wheels, 
powder,  8ic.     All  this  while  tlic  country  people  continued 
aUcmblmg  on  the  heights^  and  in  about  half  an  hour  after,  a 
large  body  of  them  began  to  move  towards  the  bridge.  The 
light  companies  of  the  fourth  and  tenth  regiments  then  defoend- 
ed  from  the  heights,  and  joined  Captain  Laurie  at  the  bridge  ; 
but  were  foiluv.  cd  by  tlie  p:o\  inciali  in  great  i.usrtocr',,  who 
fired  on  tlic  iving's  troops,  by  which  three  men  were  kilkd^ 
and  feveral  oilicers  and  men  were  wounded.    After  returning 
the  fire*  and  confulting  with  his  olficers«  Captain  Laurie  judg- 
ed it  prudent  to  retreat  towards  the  main  body  at  Concord : 
und  on  the  road  lie  was  joined  by  two  Lonipanic  .  ot  grciLuiiers. 
Captain  Parfons,  with  the  companies  which  h.id  remained  with 
him»  immediately  followed  Captain  Laurie,  and  marched  for 
Concord.    On  their  marchi  they  faw  the  three  men  who  had 
fallen  by  the  (hot  from  the  Americans  lyin^  on  the  ground,  one 
of  thcni  Tcdlpcd,  Ilia  head  much  mangled,  and  his  tars  cut  ofi*, 
though  not  quite  dead  ^  a  hght  which  greatly  inccnlld  the 
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lbMim»  and  ilruck  them  with  horror.  Colonel  Smith  deftroy* 
ed  al!  the  cannon  and  ftorts  he  could  find  at  Concord.  Both 

he  and  Major  Pitcairn  took  all  pofTible  pains  to  convince  the 
inhabitants,  tliat  no  injury  was  intended  to  them  ^  and  that  if 
Atj  would  open  their  doovd  when  required,  fo  that  fearch 
might  be  made  for  th6  military  ftoresy  not  the  flighteft  mifchief 
lliould  be  done  to  them.    Nor  had  any  of  the  people  the  h.uL 
reafon  to  complain ;  but  they  were  fuiky,  and  one  had  even 
^e  Infolence  to  (Irike  the  Major.   The  alanui  which  had  now 
become  general)  and  the  reports  of  oppofitton  which  the  King's 
troops  had  met  with,  foon  reached  Bofton,  witli  circumftances 
of  aggravation.    This  induced  General  Gage  to  fend  anotlicr 
detachment,  coafiding  of  eight  companies  of  the  fourth  regi- 
nent)  the  fame  number  of  the  twenty*third  and  forty-ninth 
regiments,  with  fome  marines,  and  two  field-pieces,  under 
the  command  of  Earl  Percy,  with  orders  to  march  ty  Cam- 
bridge bridge  to  Lexington,  and  to  fupport  the  detachment 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith*   Thia  was  a  mofi  fortunate 
ctrcumftance.   The  latter,  as  foon  as  all  his  detached  parties, 
had  rejoined  him,  began  his  march  from  Concord  to  Lexing- 
ton, on  his  return  for  Bofton    but  fcarce  had  the  troops  got 
out  of  the  town,  when  they  were  aflaiied  with  a  heavy  fire 
from  all  fides,  from  walls,  fences,  houfes,  trees,  bams,  &c« 
which  continued  without  intermiflion  until  they  were  met  by 
the  det:ichtrK!nt  under  Lord  Percy,  who  had  made  tl:e  grcatcfl 
hailc  to  their  aiTidance.    The  fire  from  the  field-pieces  at  firll 
checked  the  Americans ;  but  their  numbers  increafing  every 
minute,  they  hung  on  the  rear  of  the  King's  troops,  and  kept 
up  a  mod  galling  fire  until  they  reached  Charlef^own,  always 
keeping  thcinfelves  as  much  under  cover  as  poihble.  Confidcr- 
ing  how  very  much  fatigued  the  troops  were,  as  the  grcateft 
part  of  them  had  been  under  arms  all  night,  and  had  marched 
near  forty  miles  before  they  got  back  to  Charleflown,  itisaHonifli^ 
ing  that  the  lofs  they  fuilaiiici'  ums  fo  fm.ill-,  tlie  more  fo,  M  hcjiit 
is  remembered  by  what  numbci  s  tluy  were  attacked,  iioni  the 

moH  advantageous  pofitions^  for  the  fpacc  of  fifteen  miles.  On  this 

mcmor* 
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inemor.ible  occafion,  one  lieutenant,  one  fcrjeant,  one  dnim- 
DKtf  and  £xty-two  raok  and  file,  were  killed^  two  lieutenant'^ 
cohmclsy  two  captains^  nine  lieutenants^  two  cnfigns*  feycn 
leijeantsy  one  drummer,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-feren  rank 
and  file,  wounded  {  and  one  lieutenant,  two  ferjeant^,  and 
twenty-four  rank  and  file,  mifljng.  Three  pieces  of  iron  ord- 
nance were  delUoyed  bj  the  detachment;  fome  new  gun- 
carriages  and  a  great  number  of  carriage*wheels  burnt  i  and 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  flouri  gunpowders  mufquet-balls* 
and  other  articles,  were  thrown  into  the  river.  The  prorin- 
ciali  acknowledged,  that  they  had  thirty-eight  men  killed,  and 
Upwards  of  twenty  wounded,  on  this  occafion,  in  which  they 
aflened  the  King's  troops  to  have  been  the  aggrefibrs  $  but  this 
charge  was  as  ftrenuoull  j  denied  by  them,  and  retorted  on  the 
Americans. 

As  foon  as  Vice- Admiral  Graves  knew  thjt  the  King's  troops 
were  returning  by  way  of  Charleilown,  he  ordered  that  all  the 
marines  on  board  the  fquadron  Oiould  be  ready  to  land  at  a 
moment's  warning,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant^Colonel 
Jolmftonc  ;  and  they  were  accordingly  landed,  at  General 
Gage's  reqnofl,  at  Clm  ieltovvn,  in  cider  to  afUll.  and  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  detachment.  On  this  occafion,  his  Majefty's  (hip 
the  Somcrfct  proved  of  very  great  fervicc ;  as  from  the  ftation 
in  which  (he  was  placed,  (he  intimidated  the  difafie^d  inhabit 
fants  of  Charleftown  from  attacking  the  King's  troops,  whoj 
under  her  cover,  palled  over  to  Boflon  without  farther  molciU- 
tion.  Had  it  not  been  fur  this  proieclian,  it  is  probable,  that 
the  confequences  might  have  proved  very  fatal  to  loldiers  fo 
fo  much  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  whofe  ammunition  was 
nearly  expended,  as  they  would  undoubtedly  hate  been  attack* 
ed  by  great  numbers ;  and  if  the  infurjjcnts  had  fucceeded  in 
cuttintr  off  To  confulcrable  a  detachment  of  his  IVI.ijcliy's  forces, 
Che  gairifon  of  boHon  might  have  been  in  a  very  criucai  (itua- 
lion* 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  oprn  holltlities  at  Lextng* 
ton,  it  was  commonly  reported,  that  Admiral  Graves  had  urgrd 
¥0L.  iV.  E  General 
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General  Gage,  wltHout  lofs  of  timey  to  burn  the  towns  o£ 
Charleftown  and  Roxbury^  to  feize  and  cftablilh  poftg  upon 
Roxbury  heights  and  Bunker^a  Hill,  the  lattet  of  which  places 
the  rebels  had  begun  to  fortify ;  but  for  (bme  unknown  reafoms, 
the  work  had  been  dilVontinucd.  in  oppofition  to  this  propofal, 
the  General,  it  is  faid,  Rated  the  weaknefs  of  his  army,  which  the 
Admifal  o&ied  to  ftrtngthen  as  far  as  lay  m  his  power»  by 
landing  the  marines  that  were  on  board  the  fquadron.  And  if 
the  General  thought  proper  to  witluli  iw  the  64th  rcgimeni 
from  Cadlc  William,  he  ofTcred  to  garriion  it  with  his  f€amc% 
and  be  anfwerable  for  its  fafety.  How  weU-founded  this  re* 
port  was,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  fay  \  but  luld  fuch  a  plan 
been  fteadily  pui  luctl,  it  would  h.ivc  given  ihc  appcu  aiiLL;  of 
vigour  and  a^ivity  to  our  operations :  and  by  ferving  as  a  great 
check  to  the  proceedings  of  the  diiloyal  Americansi  it  might 
hare  induced  them  to  remain  a  long  time  quiet,  efpccially  when 
it  is  coniidered,  that  three  line  of  battle  fliips  lay  oppofite  to 
tlie  town,  and  that  the  warehoufes  were  full  of  goods.  It  h 
well  known,  that  Admiral  Graves  was  decidedly  of  opinion, . 
that  from  the  19th  of  April,  we  ought  to  have  commenced 
hoftitltieS)  by  hying  wafle  aU  the  circumjaoent  country. 

On  the  2cth  of  April,  Vice-Admiral  Graves  iilucd  orders, 
that  nil  fcows,  floops,  fchoonerSi  and  boats  of  every  defcrip- 
tion»  ihould  be  brought,  as  foon  as  they  could  be  picked  up^ 
and  kept  to  the  fouthward  of  the  long  wharf,  under  the  care 
of  a  guard,  and  that  none  of  them  fhould  be  allowed  to  pafs 
into  the  harbour,  (except  with  the  Kmg's  troops)  without  his 
leave  in  writing.  Every  (hip  was  now  kept  clear  for  a<ilioii, 
and  during  the  night,  boats  manned  and  armed  lay  akingfide  of 
each.  The  number  of  guard-boats  was  doubled,  and  proper 
jnftruftions  given  to  the  officers,  in  cafe  the  rebels  fliouKl  at- 
tempt to  force  the  linesj  fome  thoufands  o£  them  in  arms  having 
afiembled  at  Roxbury.  At  the  (amcrtime,  the  Admiral  ordered 
Captain  Le  Cras  to  acquaint  the  lele£^  men 

ofChar]eftown,thit 

ii  they  iuiicicd  the  rcbcU  to  take  poffeflion  of  their  town,  or  to 

vCTcdt  any  works  upon  tlie  heights,  the  bomerfct  would  fire  on 

them* 
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them.  Captain  Macartney,  in  Nantalket  road,  had  dire£iIons  to 
keep  a  ftrici  look-out  upon  Alderton.  Captain  Bifhop  was  ordered 
to  caotion  the  people  of  Marblehead  againft  aflifling  the  rebds* 
upon  pain  of  being  confidered  a9  fucb,  and  having  their  town 
deftroycd.  The  Falcon  floop  was  ovdeied  to  haul  as  far  into 
Callow's  creek  to  the  fouthward  as  poffible.  The  Captdn  of 
the  Nautilus,  otT  Magazine  Point,  was  iultrucled  to  arm  a 
Bat-bottoined  boat,  and  with  the  alTiilance  of  boats  from  the 
Other  fiiipsy  to  take  care  that  a  gnard  ihould  be  rowed  cvetf 
night  as  high  op  the  river  as  they  could  go.  The  Sonerfet 
was  to  prevent  any  perfon  from  crofling  the  river  without  the 
Governor's  pcrmiflion  ;  and  when  the  ferry-boats  were  after- 
wards allowed  to  ply,  not  to  fut)'er  any  arms  or  animunitioti  to 
be  carried  to  the  Charleftown  fide»  except  for  the  King's  forces  i 
and  after  gnn-firing  in  the  evenings  no  boat  was  allowed  to 
pafs,  except  thofe  rowing  ^ard.  The  Hope  Ichooner  was 
Rationed  U^Lween  Dorclieller  roint  jiul  CalUe  William,  to 
alarm  the  garrifon,  in  cafe  of  any  attempts  bciQg  niade  againit 
it  in  the  night ;  and  her  commander  was  ordered  to  concert 
fignals  with  the  cmnmandant  in  the  Caftle  for  that  purpofe* 
Another  iloop  arriving  foon  aftevy  was,  as  a  farther  iecnrity 
to  the  Caille,  fent  to  join  tl\£  Hope ;  and  lier  Capiain  likcwile 
received  full  directions  for  his  proceedings  upon  any  contin<i> 
gcncy. 

The  refoltttion  of  General  Gage  to  keep  the  woih^n  and 
children  in  the  town,  and  the  very  great  a£livity  of  the  gar-^ 

riioa,  .iiid  the  King's  troops  in  general  on  tLcii  fcveral  itations, 
were  the  means  tliat  moil  probably  prevented  Bodon  from  being 
attacked.  The  whole  country  round  was  in  the  utmoft  agita-fc 
don,  from  the  time  they  heard  of  the  engagement  between 
the  King's  troops  and  the  provincials :  and  there  was  great  rea« 
fon  to  believe,  that  the  ferment  whicii  fucccedcd  was  rather 
the  etFc£l  of  joy,  than  of  fnrprife  or  fear.  Mukiiudes  havinflr 
repaired  to  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  completely  equipped  for 
btttle,  there  took  poft ;  and  with  the  greatefl  alacrity  threw  up 
intftnchments.   Movements  fo  rapidi  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 

£  z  judicious^ 
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jodiciousi  had  much  the  appearance  of  being  the  refult  of  a 

preconcerted  and  well-di^cflLd  pl-.im 

Reports  were  circulated^  that  the  iiifurgents  had  refolved  to 
kotm  the  town  of  Bofton ;  to  feize  upon  and  deftroy  CaiUe 
WilUam ;  to  fortify  Point  Alderton ;  to  burn  all  the  flitps  of 
•^var;  ariti  to  cut  ofFevery  perfon  dilailccicd  to  their  caufc.  Some 
through  fear  believed  thefe  reports ;  and  many  were  inclined 
to  give  credit  to  what  they  wished  might  be  accompliflied.  They 
anfwefed  one  good  purpofe»  by  inducing  both  the  Admiral  and 
General  to  take  ever)'  precaution  in  their  power  to  fruftrate  fuch 
defigns,  being  convinced  that  the  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened  from  withou^y  would  have  been^  powerfully  aided 
hf  the  King^s  enemies  who  were  within  the  town. 
.  The  Admiral's  propofal,  for  poflefllng  and  fortifying  the 
heights  of  Charleftown,  not  having- been  rc  quicfccd  in,  it  im- 
inediately  occurred  to  him,  that  tiie  bomerlet,  wlncli  was  moor- 
ed in  the  ftream  between  the  towns  of  Bofton -and  Charleftown^ 
trottld  be  frequently  in  a  defencdefs  ftate,  confined  by  her 
fituation  in  a  very  narrow  channel  and  (hallow  water,  unable  to 
be  removed  except  upon  flood  tides,  and  then  only  by  warping. 
In  addition  to  thefe  unfavourable  circumftances,  fome  hours 
before  and  after  low  water,  her  guns  could  not  command  the 
heights  dbove  Charleftown,  from  whence  flie  might  be  annoy- 
ed. It  is  true,  that  the  infurgents  had  not  tlicn  difcovtred  any  in- 
tention to  occupy  them,  aud  complete  the  works  w  hich  they  had 
but  juft  begun  but  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  that  fo  advan* 
tageous  a  fituation  would  not  long  efcape  their  notice,  and  that 
they  would  loon  eredl  baUtrica  there.  The  Vice-Admiral  aflc- 
ed  and  obtained  General  Gage's  ptrmilhon,  to  throw  up  a 
battery  on  CopeVhill  in  Bofton,  for  the  fecurity  of  fuch  of  the 
King's  (hips  as  the  fervice  might  require  to  be  in  Charleftowi^ 
river,  and  to  man  it  with  his  failors  and  marines.  The  fitua-^ 
tion  of  this  hill  obvioufly  pointed  it  out  as  the  litteft  fpot  for 
the  purpofc  intended,  being  nearly  of  an  equal  height  with 
Bunker^s  Hill,  and  the  other  heights  near  it  on  that  fide  of  the 
fiyer^  and  directly  oppofed  to  a  commanding  eminence,  from 

whicli 
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which  the  Admiral  apprehended  the  SomerTec  might  be  fired 

upon,  at  a  time  when  (he  neither  could  make  rchftancc,  nor 
get  out  of  danger :  the  Admiral  undertook  to  erect  this  battery^ 
with  his  feamen  and  mar jne8»  as  from  the  fevere  duty  in  •  the 
town,  a  working  party  could  ill  be  fpared.  Lieat^naiitXcdonel 
James,  of  the  regiment  of  artillery,  faperintended  this  work ; 
and  when  fitiidted,  it  was  mounted  with  fix  twenty-four  poun- 
ders from  the  line  of  battle  ihips>  and  called  the  Admirar^ 
Battery. 

From  tbe  day  on  which  the  fltirmifh  at  Lexington  happened, 

al;  intcrcourfe  between  the  country  nnd  the  garrifon  of  I'ofton 
was  cut  offf  and  the  town  was  conipktcly  blocked  up  on  the 
land-fide.  General  Putnam  was  ordered  to  aflume  the  com- 
mand of  fiich  of  the  rebel  troops  as  had  aflemUed  at  Rox- 
bury  and  its  environs,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thoufand  men : 
ail  fuppiies  of  proviOons  or  fuel  were  ftriclly  prohibited  from 
ixring  carried  into  Boflon,  and  erery  ilep  was  taken  to  diftrefs 
the  King's  troops  as.  much  as  poflible.  The  a£liyity  and  alert* 
nefs  with  which  thefe  orders  were  executed,  (hewed  how  hearty 
the  people  were  in  the  caufe  for  which  they  had  taken  arms; 
and  the  courage  tliey  frequently  difplayed,  manifeiled  tiiat  they 
were  equal  to  any  enterprize.  Cannon  and  ammunition  were 
feported  to  be  the  two  things  which  the  infurgents  (lood  moft 
in  need  of ;  but  tli^y  iuoii  found  means  to  obtain  an  ample  fup- 
ply  of  both.  Though  General  Gage  had  got  intelligence  con- 
veyed to  the  Commandants  of  the  forts  at  Ticonderago  f  and 
Crown  Pointy  %  they  were  both  moft  O^amef ully  taken  by  fmv 
prife  by  a  handful  of  rebels,  headed  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Allen,  who  on  this  occaGon  aflumed  the  rank  of  a  Colonel, 
inthcfc  two  places,  the  infui  gents  found  a  great  fupply  of  can- 
non and  military  (lores :  and  foon  after,  the  Congrefs  adembled 
a  very  conGderaUe  force  there  for  the  inva(]on  of  Canada. 

Exaggerated  accounts  of  tlie  action  near  l.cAington  flew  with 
the  greatcft  rapidity  to  every  province  in  North  America ;  and 
together  with  the  comments  which  accompanied  themi  did  inil* 
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nite  mifchief  to  hh  Majedy's  authority  in  that  country.  The 

people  prepared  fot  refiftance,  inftantly  flew  to  arms,  and  in 
every  piovincc  where  the  fpirit  of  difafFcciion  prevailed,  it  was 
refolved*not  to  fupply  the  King's  ihips  or  troops  with  provi- 
fionsy  ftores^  or  even  with  fueL  Some  of  the  mod  violent  pro- 
ceeded Cb  far^  as  to  declare  offenders  againft  thefe  refolutions  to 
be  enemies  to  their  comury,  and  others  threatened  fuch  with 
the  puiiifhmcnt  of  death* 

His  Majeily's  Governors  of  moft  of  the  North  American 
provinces*  were  indebted  to  fome  fmall  (hips  of  war  for  their 
fafety.  The  incrcafmg  numbers  and  the  a£livity  ot  the  dif- 
afTected  Americans,  who  were  alTembled  before  the  town  of 
Bofton,  rendered  it  impoifible  for  the  Admiral  or  General  to 
fpare  them  a  naval  or  military  force  capable  of  affording  them 
|>rote£^ton ;  far  lefs  of  fiibduing  the  infurre£^ions  in  their  re* 
fpeclive  provinces.  The  Alia  of  fixty-four  guns  was,  liuwcver, 
fent  by  the  Admiral  to  aflill  Governor  Tyron  at  New  York.  In 
Virginia^  the  Earl  of  Dunmorei  with  a  handful  of  men»  perr 
formed  wonders  \  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the  public 
llores  at  AVilliairdburgli  conveyed  ua  bujrd  Ionic  linall  vcliels, 
in  the  night  of  tlie  zoih  oi  April.  But  the  inhabitants  foon 
after  taking  arms»  feized  on  the  remaining  magazines :  and  his 
JLordfhip  was  forced  to  take  refuge  on  board  a  (hip  of  war, 
A  like  fate  befcl  moft  of  his  Maje fly's  Governors  of  the  North 
American  provinces  this  year  j  the  greater  part  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Aflemblies  having  refolved  to  pay  them  obedience  no 
longer. 

On  the  loth  of  May,  the  fecond  General  Congrefs,  met  at 

Philadelphia,  ^t\cd  .igreeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  majoi  ity 
of  tlieir  countrymen,  ami  fuon  formed  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion and  perpetual  Union  of  the  United  States  of  America*  Wc 
will  now  return  to  Bofton,  the  grand  fcene  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary operations. 

About  the  20th  of  April,  General  Gage  intimated  his  inten- 
tion to  Vice- Admiral  Graves^  of  withdrAwing  the  remainder 
of  his  Majefty's  troops  from  Halifax,  and  bringing  them  to 

Boftott. 
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iBofton.  As  Halifax  was  the  only  naval  arfenal  on  the  American 
continent,  the  Yice-Admiral,  to  ptevent  its  being  left  in  a  de- 

fencelefs  coiiJicion,  fent  orders  to  Captain  Edward  Mcdows 
of  4hc  Tartar  to  remain  there,  in  order  to  prote<fl  that  har- 
bour, the  dock-yard  and  itores^  and  to  fupport  his  Majefty's 
OoTemment* 

A  party  of  the  4th  regiment  having  been  fent  during  the 
Vintei  to  Marilitield,  for  the  fafety  of  a  number  of  friends  to 
Government  in  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  the  Hope 
fchooner  was  ordered,  with  two  floops,  to  bring  them  to 
Bofton,  and  along  with  them  any  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  who 
might  defirc  to  be  removed. 

All  communication  by  land  bchig  flopped  by  the  rebels,  Ge« 
neral  Gage  reprefented  to  the  Admiral,  the  necefCty  of  having 
imail  veflels  to  carry  difpatches  to  and  from  New  York,  and 
occafion.illy  to  Pifcataway  and  Halifax.  In  confequence  of  this 
reprefentationy  he  purchafed  two  fchooners,  and  cilabliihed 
them  as  armed  veflels,  one  by  the  name  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
the  other  by  that  of  the  Halifax ;  conferring  the  command  of 
the  former  on  Lieutenant  John  Graves,  and  of  the  latter  on 
Johg  de  la  Touche.  It  was  with  the  utmoll  difficulty  that  the 
Admiral  obtained  thefe  two  fchooners,  on  account  of  the  fears 
of  the  owners  to  riik  their  veflcls.  The  difaffe£ted  Americans 
having  determined  to  prevent  the  King^s  army  and  navy  from 
obtainin?^  any  fupplics  of  provifions  and  fuel,  their  rulers  iflued 
their  proinbitions  to  that  effect  ^^  ith  fuch  fcverity,  that  moll 
of  the  vefiels  in  the  province  of  MaiTachufet's  Bay  were  dif-* 
mamled  and  laid  up. 

It  was  At  this  time  forbidden  at  Cambridge,  under  pain  of 
death,  to  fupply  the  town  of  Bollon  with  necefl'aries  of  any 
fort.  The  Admiral  gave  orders  to  his  cruizers  to  fecure  and 
bring  m,  every  veflel  with  provifions  which  they  (hould  meet  $ 
and  he  wrote  moft  preiHngly  to  the  Governors  of  Quebec  and 
Nova  Scotia  to  facilitate,  as  much  as  lay  in  their  power,  the 
fending  of  fupplies  of  freih  proviiions  and  oitiQi  neccil'aries  to 
j^oilon. 
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TIic  infiirgcnt  Americans,  with  atlonlOiing  pcrfeverance,  pur- 
iiied  their  avowed  deiign  of  cutting  off  every  poflTible  fupply 
from  the  friends  of  Government^  and  of  deftroying  what  thef 
could  not  carry  away.  On  the  27th  of  May»  they  burnt  a 
giL4.l  ihrA  of  hay  on  Hog  illand  ;  and  a  few  houri  after,  they 
Jamlcd  on  Noddles  iilandi  with  the  intcntipn  of  alio  burning 
the  bay  which  had  been  purchafed  for  the  army,  and  of 
adding  to  the  conflagration^  by  laying  in  aflies  a  ilorehoufe 
that  had  been  hired  when  his  Majclly*s  fliip  the  Glafgow 
was  on  (hore,  and  in  which  the  Admiral  had  dcpofiied  two 
large  cargoes  of  lumber,  until  an  opportunity  fhould  offer  of 
lending  them  to  Halifax.  The  ftorehoufe  alfo  contained  many 
other  articles,  which  it  was  of  great  confequencc  to  preferve, 
from  the  impoinbihty  of  having  them  replaced  at  this  juncture. 
There  were  likewiie  on  tiiis  illand  fix  hundred  fhccp,  feverai 
milch  cow9»  and  a  number  of  horfes,  moftly  private  property* 
The  Admiral,  eager  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  the  Ameri* 
cans,  w\iLii  he  obfcrv'cd  that  they  were  landed  upon  the  iiland, 
immediately  ordered  tiie  Diana  fchooner  (newly  arrived)  to 
fail  between  it  and  the  main ;  and  to  get  up  as  high  as  poihble 
to  intercept  them :  and  as  alEOance  from  the  army  required 
time,  he  direfted  a  party  of  marines  to  be  landed.  The  Diana 
entered  the  river  between  three  and  four  in  the  aiicmoun  ;it  * 
low  water,  ami  proceeded  to  Hog  ifland,  with  fome  interrup- 
tioo  from  the  rebels  on  all  fides.  Their  numbers  on  Hog  and 
Noddles  iilands  were  computed  at  feven  hundred  men.  Parties 
of  each  occafionally  attacked  the  Diana.  They  were,  how- 
ever, all  obliged  to  quit  Noddies  iiland,  without  domg  tlie 
intended  mifchief.  This  being  cfie£fced }  Lieutenant  Gravesj 
whom  the  Admiral  had  ordered  not  to  remain  in  the  river 
upon  the  turn  of  the  tide,  began  to  move  off:  but  being  re- 
tarded by  a  calm  which  unluckily  took  place,  the  boats  of  the 
fquadron  were  ordered  to  Ailid  the  Diana  by  towing  her  along. 
The  flow  progrcfs  "which  fhe  made  gave  time  for  the  enemy  to 
affemblc  ;  and  by  the  clofe  of  the  evening  the  whole  country 
\k2i  alarmed,  and  the  rebel  General  Fuinam  h.id  brought  tw^ 
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thoufand  men  with  ikkUpiece$  from  Cambridge,  with  whidi 
be  lined  the  ihore  uid  greatly  annoyed  hen  The  marines 
horn  the  fquadron  were  landed  on  the  ifland,  with  two 

three  pounders  from  the  Cerberus  ;  and  General  Gage,  tlic 
moment  it  was  in  his  power>  fent  two  pieces  of  axtiiiery :  bmt 
it  was  impoflihlei  though  in  fight  of  the  fleett  to  give  the 
ichooner  any  efie^^uat  alfiftance.  The  calm  cominued;  it 
grew  almoft  dark  ;  the  fire  of  the  rebels  increafed  ;  between 
eleven  and  twelve  at  nighty  (he  unfortunately  got  aground 
upon  the  ferry-ways  at  Winnifimmefti  and  die  tide  ebhio^ 
faft«  fendeied  every  effort  to  move  her  inefie£titaL  Ahoitf 
three  in  the  morning  ihe  fell  over>  and  her  crew  were  obliged 
to  abandon  her,  and  go  on  board  the  Britannia  armed  floop, 
which  had  been  lent  to  their  aiiiilance.  The  Diana  was  fooa 
after  burnt  by  the  rebels.  The  battle  was  renewed  by  Lieu* 
tenant  Graves  in  the  Britannia^  and  bSied  about  eleven  hoars 
from  hrit  to  lail,  in  which  there  were  two  men  killcu,  .lud 
ieveral  wounded  ^  the  commander^  oihcers^  and  crew  of  the 
Diana  icfaooner  were  tried  by  a  Court-martial  for  the  io£»  of 
the  vcflely  and  molt  hononrably  acquitted. 

After  this  difagrecable  alFair,  the  great  utility  of  the  battery 
crccicd  by  the  Admiral  on  Cope's-hill,  in  the  town  of  Boiion, 
was  difcovered.  The  corps  of  artillery  was  ordered  to  take 
poflefiion  of  it,  and  to  mount  on  it  fome  of  their  own  cannon^ 
thofc  belonging  to  the  men  of  war  having  been  returned  on 
board  ;  and  as  this  defence  was  now  conlulcrcd  .is  ci  1  ir.c  ir/i- 
portancc,  it  loli  its  former  name>  and  obtained  tiiai  of  the 

The  Admiral  now  found  it  neceflary  to  remove  tlie  Somerfet 

from  her  (latlon,  in  the  nanow  pailagc  butw^.-en  liollon  and 
Charleftown,  wivere  flie  had  been  of  great  uie,  as  ilic  was  in 
obvious  danger  from  the  declared  intentions  of  the  rebels  to 
bum  and  deftroy  her  ^  adefign  tliey  miglit  eafily  accompli(h» 
becaufe  (he  could  be  moved  only  by  warping,  and  that  on  a 
jjood  tide.  4>he  was  therefor^  ordered  to  anchor  oil*  Hancock's 
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wharf :  the  Lively  to  take  her  ilation  at  the  ferr]r>  and  tlic 
Merlin  to  go  to  Marblehcad  in  place  of  the  Lively. 

On  the  29th,  the  rebels  landed  again  upon  Nodtlles  Uland; 

firove  off  the  fliecp  and  cattle,  and  entirely  tlellroyed  all  the 
dweUingS;  bams,  itablcs,  and  out-houia  of  every  kind  in  the 
place* 

Captain  Linzee,  of  the  Falcon,  perceiving  an  Americatt 

veflcl  in  Cu/z-  rcrs  Bay,  fent  a  floop  to  kizc  licr,  which  (he 
did;  but  returning  with  hcr  prize,  Oie  was  attacked  by  avefiel 
ftom  Dartmouth,  taken  and  carried  in  there.  Thia  loft  Captain 
IJnzee  his  gunner,  Airgeon's  mate,  a  nudfiupman,  eight  Yea* 
men,  and  diree  marines,  who  were  canied  prifoners  up  the 
country. 

The  Afia,  Captain  Vandeput,  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  the 
S5th  of  May,  and  the  next  day  moored  before  New  York^ 
Captain  Vandeput  ordered  the  Ktng^s  FiCher  floop  to  remain  at 

the  Hock,  and  to  cruize  occaConally  for  the  packets  and  the 
troops  expected  to  arrive  there.  He  found  that  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Colden  had  rettitd  to  Long  Ifland,  and  that  the 
amthonty  of  Government  was  entirely  fufpended ;  the  direc- 
tion of  the  city  being  in  the  hands  of  rebel  Committees,  who 
allowed  tlie  Afia  to  be  fupplied  with  every  thing  wanted.  But 
as  no  dependence  could  be  placed  on  fo  precarious  a  fupply. 
Captain  Vandeput  received,  orders  to  take  the  firft  opportunity 
of  having  his  proviGons  completed :  and  Captain  James  Mon* 
tagu,  of  the  King's  FultLi,  was  dire^ed  to  do  the  lanir. 

The  rebel  Congrcfs  now  refolved  to  raife  an  army  oi  thirty 
ihoufand.men;  each  colony  giving  its  proportion  according  tm 
the  extent  and  number  of  its  inhabitants.  They  alio  agreed  to 
iflue  paper  currency  for  the  fupport  of  their  troops ;  to  publith 
regulations  for  raifrng,  nuiiuaiaing,  and  diicipiining  them  i 
and  with  a  view  of  extending  their  influence,  they  addrefTed  the 
Canadians  to  unite  in  their  caule.  On  the  24th  of  May,  a 
large  reinforcement  of  infantry,  and  a  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons, arrived  at  Boftoii  from  Ireland  :  Awd  on  the  26th,  lite 
Cerberus  frigate  aUb  ainvcd^  having  on  board  Major- Generals 

Howe, 
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Hawipf  Clinton^  and  Burgoync.  On  the  8th  of  June,  the 
Coogftfs  fefoived)  That  the  compa£fc  between  the  Crown 
«  and  the  people  of  Maflachufet's  Bay  Is  difiblved.''   On  the 

I2lh,  General  Gage  tlTued  a  Proclamation  at  Bollon,  cilabliih- 
ing  Martial  Law,  and  oifering  pardon  to  ail  peribiis  in  rebeliion^ 
excepting  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Handcock,  whofe  crimes 
were  confidered  as  of  too  flagitious  a  nature  to  admit  of  anj 
thing  fhort  of  condign  punifhment.  This  proclamation  render- 
ed thofe  two  gentlemen  (lill  dearer  to  their  countrymen,  if  poi^ 
fible,  than  tliey  were  before. 

At  dsy-bfcak  on  the  17th  of  June,  the  garrifon  of  Bofton 
were  alarmed  by  a  heavy  cannonade  from  his  Majedy's  ihip 
Lively,  whicli  proceeded  from  the  enemy  having  taken  pof- 
feiEon  of  Bunker's  Hill,  a  height  on  the  peninfula  of  Charlef* 
town,  and  which  they  had»  during  the  preceding  night,  forti-« 
fitfd  with  the  greateft  diligence.  >  They  were  difcovered  in  the 
morning,  creeling  a  battery  to  play  on  the  Ihipping  and  ihc  towii 
oi  Uuilon.  General  Gage  immediately  relolved  to  attack  and 
if  pol&ble  dillodge  them* 

It  was  intended  to  have  warped  the  Somerfet  nearer  to  i3k 
fliore,  that  the  troops  might  have  landed  under  cover'  of  her 
fire;  but  from  the  fliallownefs  of  the  water  this  plan  was 
abandoned.  From  this  caufe  the  large  (hips  could  give  no 
other  aid,  than  that  of  fending  men,  ammunition,  and  ftores 
to  the  fmaller  ones,  and  their  boats  to  aiBft  at  the  debarka* 
tion  of  the  forces.  The  Glafgow  frigate  and  Symmetry 
fchooner  kept  a  conflant  hre  upon  Charleilown-neek^  two 
Ccows,  (a  kind  of  flat-bottomed  lighters)  with  a  twelve  pounder 
in  each  end,  were  manned  from  the  ilitps  of  war,  and  under 
the  direction  of  Colonel  James  of  the  artillery,  went  as  near  to 
the  mill-houle  as  poilibie,  with  a  view  not  only  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  marching  frefh  forces  over  the  iilhmus  during  the 
a^ion,  but  to  annoy  thofe  who  were  routed,  and  to  prevent 
their  efcape.  This  plan  was  fruftrated  by  the  ebbing  tide,  which  • 
prevented  either  the  fcows  or  frhall  velTels  from  approaching 
within  th^  diilancc  neceHary  topcrfoim  the  Service  wixhcHl-dL 
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The  Livelyi  Falcoti)  and  Spitfire,  anchored  abreaft  of  and 
lielow  Charleftown,  covered  the  landing  of  the  troops^  and 
kept  up  a  wcl!-dirc£^cd  fire,  as  long  as  they  could  diftrefs  tho 

enemy  without  too  much  endangering  their  own  people. 

At  nine  in  the  morning,  the  Giafgnw  frigatCf  lying  o^New 
Fointy  and  a  battery  of  fix  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  ami  fome 
howitzers  from  CopeVhill,  opened  on  the  rebels.  The  perfever* 
ancc  with  which  they  coniiinicd  their  work,  nntwithftanding 
this  fcvcre  cannonade,  was  aflonifliing  i  and  would  have  done 
lionoar  to  veteran  troops.  By  General  Gage's  orders,  tea 
companies  of  grenadiers,  and  ten  of  light-infantry,  together 
with  the  5th,  38th,  43d,  and  5 2d  regiments,  and  a  propor- 
tional quantity  of  artillery,  under  the  eoniniand  of  Major-Ge- 
neral  Howe,  having  under  him  Brigadier- General  Figot,  were 
embarked  with  great  expedition,  and  landed  about  noon  on 
CUiarleftown  Point,  without  opposition,  under  the  prote^oa 
of  the  before  mentioned  fliips  of  war,  whofe  well-Jirecled  fire 
kept  the  infurgcnts  within  their  works.  Tlie  troops  formed  in 
excellent  order  the  moment, they  reached  the  ihore  :  the  light* 
infantry,  under  Brigadier  Pigot,  were  polled  on  the  right,  and 
the  grenadiers  on  the  left ;  the  5tli  and  38th  regiments  were 
drawn  up  in  the  rear  of  thofc  corps  ^  and  the  43d  and  5 2d  regi- 
ments made  a  third  line.  The  rebels  on  the  heights  were  ia 
great  force  and  ilrongly  polled.  Their  numbers  had  enabled 
them,  m  the  courfe  d  the  night  of  the  i6th,  to  throw  up  a  re- 
doubt and  other  works,  on  which  thev  L^J  mounted  e.iniuin. 
Thcfe  works  were  full  of  men  :  and.  they  had  alfo  poited  a 
large  body  of  troops  in  the  houfes  of  Charleilown,  which 
covered  their  right  flank.  Their  centre  and  left  flank  were 
covered  by  a  bread-work,  part  of  which  was  oannon- proof ; 
and  thcfe  works  reached  from  tlic  left  of  their  redoubt  to  the 
^yftic  or  Medford  river. 

The  very  great  appearance  of  the  enemy*s  ftrength  on  the 
heights,  aiid  the  large  columns  which  were  feen  pouring  to 
their  affi  fiance,  being  n  pre  Tented  to  General  Gage,  \ic  order- 
ed a  reinforcement,  cooi^Aing  of  iomc  compauic^  of  grenadiers 
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a:;d  light-infantry,  il.c  47th  rcgir.icr.r,  uiul  the  iirll  bnttnllon  o£ 
marines,  under  the  command  oi  Major-General  Clinton,  inak«> 
ing  SI  body  of  troops  of  fomethlng  more  than  two  thoufand  men. 
General  Howe,  on  being  joined  by  this  reinforcementy  formed 
the  corps  under  his  command  into  two  tines,  and  advanced  to- 
wards die  enemy's  works.  About  half  an  hour  after  three 
o'clock,  he  began  \m  attack  by  n  bride  cannonade  from  hit 
field-piecea  and  howitzers}  the  firft  and  fecond  lines  advanc<* 
tng  flowly,  and  frequently  halting,  to  give  time  for  the  artillery 
to  fire  with  n\orc  cllccl.  The  Jight-iufantry  were  dirc<fled  to 
force  the  left  point  oi  the  breail-work,  to  take  tlie  enemy  in 
flank ;  and  the  grenadiers  to  attack  in  front,  fupported  by  the 
5th  and  5  2d  regiments.  No  troops  could  behave  themfelves 
better,  or  exert  tlu  ir  ^  K  cs  more  to  execute  their  orders,  than 
hisMaJcfly's  did  upon  tliis  occafion  ^  but  the  rebels,  who  were 
Intrendied  to  the  teeth,  did  not  return  a  (hot  until  the  alTailants 
were  very  near,  when  they  poured  in  a  heavy  and  an  inceflTant 
fire  upon  them.  For  fome  time  they  wiihftood  this,  but  their 
lofs  of  ofhcers  and  men,  who  were  quite  expofed  to  the  enemy» 
becoming  very  great,  the  troops  recoiled  a  little,  and  fell  into 
dtforder.  General  Howe  and  the  other  olTicers,  with  the 
greatefl  intrepidity,  rallied  the  foldiers.  At  this  time,  the  Ge« 
iicr,:l  pointing  out  to  Admiral  Graves,  who  was  near  him,  thz 
mifchicf  which  his  left  wing  fuftaincd  by  the  enemy's  fire  from 
the  houfes  of  Charleftown,  the  Admhral  aiked  him,  if  he  wiihed 
to  have  put  place  deilroyed  ?  And  being  anfwered  in  the  af-* 
flrmative,  orders  were  immediately  fent  for  the  ihips  to  fire  red- 
hot  ball'^,  ^which  liad  been  prepared  with  this  intention)  and 
aiCo  to  the  CopeVluU  battery  to  Uirow  carcafT  s  into  Charlef- 
town.  Thefc  orders  were  inftantly  obeyed,  and  had  the  intend- 
cd  efie£V.  The  place  was  prefently  in  flames  $  the  fteeple  of  the 
church  being  compofed  of  wuod»  from  it  a  warm  and  wclU 
direcled  iire  had  been  kept  up,  ieil,  full  of  armed  people,  and 
all  in  a  blaze;  foon  after,  the  rebels  were  forced  to  abandon 
the  town.  At  thb  inftant,  General  Howe  renewed  his  attack  % 
and  noi\\  iUiiiaiiUmg  the  vAiiou^  impediments  thrown  In  the  way 
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of  tlie  Ktnjf 8  troops,  he  puffoed  his  point  and  earned  the  re- 
doubt. The  infurgcnts  were  then  driven  fuccenivcly  frcm  all 
iheir  works»  and  forced  to  abandon  the  peninfula,  leaving  five 
pieces  of  cannon  behind  tbenk  At  the  beginning  of  the  a^lipt^ 
•tke  rebels  had  at  kaft  five  tihoufand  men  1  and  the  lofs  they 
farLaiiied  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  confiderabk.  Many 
of  them  they  conveyed  oi\  in  waggons  during  the  conflick^  as 
only  thirty  of  their  killed  were  found  in  their  works*  when  die 
Kis^a  troops  forced  them  ;  among  which  number  was  their 
Commander,  Dofbor  Warren,  a  phyfician^  who  on  this  oc- 
cafion  had  acied  as  a  Major-Gcncral. 

In  this  a^ion»  the  lofs  fu^ained  by  the  Britiih  troops,  con- 
fidering  the  numbers  that  were  engaged*  was  great  beyond 
eiample.  Eif^hteen  oflkers,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred 
men,  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  and  fixty-eight  officers,  and 
ieven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  men,  were  wounded  jf  many  of 
whom  died,  or  were  completely  difabkd  from  farther  fervice^ 
Among  the  officers  who  died  of  their  wounds*  the  public  and 
the  fcrvice  fuftained  a  great  lofs  by  the  deaths  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Abercrombie  and  Major  Pitcairn. 

The  fpirit  of  difafFc(!^ion  to  his  Majefly's  Goyemment  hav** 
Ing  now  become  almoft  general  among  the  revolted  qobnies* 
on  the  iSth  of  June,  the  artificers  of  Bofton  refiifed  to  work 
t>ii  a  brig  then  building  for  his  Majcfty's  fcrvice.  The  Ad- 
miral iouud  it  necefiary,  and  the  Governor  gave  his  confenr, 
CO  order  an  imprefs  of  (hipwrights*  caulkers,  and  feapen.  By 
shis  means  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  were  co]le£V- 
'cd;  many  of  tl^.e  failors  were  retained  for  the  (hips  ot  w  r, 
and  the  anifieers,  after  fomc  days  conlinement,  confcnted  ta 
do  the  work  required,  and  were  releaiied.* 

Captain 

f  See  Note  S4* 

♦  From  the  rapid  progrt£*  which  difaffcclion  to  the  parent  (late  hzA  n^ide  in 
the  colonics  the  Admiral  found  it  im|  olfiblc  for  him,  wi^h  f)ie  few  Hiips  and 
Vi'fTi'U  under  his  command,  to  provide  a  lufT::  i'-nt  iiiMiibcr  of  criiiycrs  for  inter- 
cepting the  vncmy's  fupplici  uf  pi  ovihuiis  .uii!  iiiiljt^iy  Qorcs,  :n)d  at  the  fame 
lime  fliips  for  protcding  coinxncrcc  ar.U  th-  j  cfpcciaily  as  fcvcral  pf  his 
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CnptAin  (now  Sir  James)  ^Vai!nce,  with  the  Rofe  frigntc 
and  Swan  doopy  continued  at  lihode  I  Hand,  where  he  did 
important  fenrice  to  Govermncntj  not  only  by  keeping  diac 
Ubnd  in  obedience^  but  by  feizing  fnpj^iesr  of  pro¥i(ion$  in- 
tended for  the  enemy  at  PruviJcnce,  and  .fending  tliefe  to 
Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  and  army.  There  fuch  1  applies 
were  ranch  wantec^  becaufe  alloommnnication  with  the  coui^ 
try  wa$  cut  oBTi  and  the  few  who,  prompted  by  inclination  or 
allured  by  the  profpe£b  of  exorbitant  gain,  Tcntnred  to  bring 
in  provifions,  were,  when  difcovcred,  fevcreiy  puniihcd  for 
thi?  commerce  by  tlie  ruling  powers. 

The  a£kion  at  Bunker's  Hill  made  the  Congrefs  of  ijM  Te<- 
▼olted  colonies  fee  the  abfolnte  neceflity  there  was,  for  baring 
2  proper  perfon  to  comniaiui  ihcir  army  and  dire£l  their  mili- 
tary operations ;  and  in  this  important  budnefs,  they  did  not 
dikorer  lefs  penetration  and  judgment  than  they  had  done  ia 
moft  of  their  former  proceedings.  Their  dioice  feH  on  George 
Wafhington,  Efq;  of  the  prm'ince  of  Virginia,  whom  they 
appointed  Generaliflimo  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  their 
forces  in  America.  He  arrived  at  the  camp^  near  Cambridge, 
on  the  2d  of  July,  and  aifumed  the  command*  Time  has 
fiooe  fully  evinced  what  a  judicious  choice  Congrefs  made  on 
this  occafiun.  From  the  day  that  Mr.  Wafhington  dirc<fVed 
the  operations  of  the  Americans,  the  fatigue  and  dillrelTcs  of 
the  Britiih  in  Boftort  greatly  increafed  %  and  fo  completely  were 
they  hemmed  in,  that  a  ftop  was  put  to  all  offenfive  operations 
on  their  fide  :  while  on  the  contrary,  the  activity  and  courage 
difplayed  by  the  rebels,  rciuted  thofe  ill-founded  aiperfions  of 
want  of  fpirit  and  refolution^  which  had  been  thrown  out 
againfl  them  in  England. 

The  pofleflion  of  Bunker's  Hill,  which  was  now  made  n 

ftrong 

fquadron  were  ncctiTarily  employed  to  the  k  uthwar  J,  in  protcciing  the  perfont 
of  his  Majcfty's  fcrvants  and  fubjttfln.  From  the  fame  caul'c,  the  Admiral  had  it 
lot  in  hU  power  to  fend  any  vtffcl  to  the  northward  of  Halifax,  excq>t  the 
Gafpeebng;  the  Tartar  frigate  being  obliged  tarcouju  th;;rc,  for  die  protcAivi 
of  the  port,  the  dock- yard,  and  naval  florcs 


Digitized  by  Google 


8a  NAVAL  ANI>  177J. 

ftrong  forttfied  pod,  was  attended  with  its  inconvemencies. 

By  extending  the  quarters  of  the  army,  which  were  formerly 
Tcry  much  circumfcribed,  it  diyided  its  force,  and  nearly 
daubied  its  duty.  Blocked  up  by  an  enemy  whom  they  re- 
garded with  great  contempt,  but  whofe  a£tivtty'now  cut  them 
off  fruni  'aU  the  ixircl]iii.cat:i  they  fo  very  mucli  vvaTitcd,  and 
which  the  environs  of  Bofton  afforded  in  the  greatcfl  plenty; 
the  fituarion  of  the  Britiih  forces  at  this  period  moik  have  been 
filing  in  the  extreme* 

No  fbonerhad  the  Brltifli  firmly  eftat»li(hed  a  pod  on  Bun* 
ker's  Hill,  than  the  rehels  formed  one  directly  oppoHtc  to  it 
on  their  fide  of  Charlellown-neck,  which  kept  the  trrcps  there 
as  cloiiely  invefted  as  thofe  in  the  town  of  Bofton.  They  were 
alfo  indefatigable  in  fortifying  all  their  polls,  and  fo  alert  in 
guarding  then:,  thut  General  Gage  could  never  eiTccl  any 
thing  agaiud  them  by  furprife.  On  the  contrary,  they  fuc- 
ceeded  but  too  often  in  defigns  of  this  fott,  and  even  took  and 
burnt  the  guard^houfe  on  Boftoo^neclt. 

For  a  confidcraWe  time  General  Wafhington  was  To  fparin^ 
of  his  ammunition,  as  pUinly  to  indicate  that  he  was  fcarcc  of 
powder  ;  but  the  Congrefs  devifcd  means  to  obtain  a  fupply  of 
that  article)  before  they  had  any  commerce  with  the  Fiench  or 
Dutch  merchants.  Early  in  the  month  of  Anguft,  an  armed 
floop  from  rhlbdclphi.i,  and  a  fchooner  from  Cliarlcllo^vii  In 
South  Carolina,  repaired  to  the  iilaiid  of  ikrmuda,  ieized 
00  the  principal  magazine,  containing  one  hundred  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  which  they  carried  oE  This  fcheme  was,  in  all 
probability,  executed  by  the  connivance  of  fome  pretended 
friends  to  Government.  At  any  rate,  the  fituation  of  the  ma- 
gazine in  a  great  meafure  juflified  the  cntcrprizc,  as  it  was  far 
diftant  from  the  town,  and  had  no  dwelling-houfe  near  it. 

General  Gage,  having  ample  magazines  of  military  ftores 
in  Bolion,  often  cannonaded  and  bombar^lcd  the  enemy^s  ad- 
vanced polls  :  but  the  deilruction  of  a  few  lioufes,  and  the  lofs 
of  fome  men,  were  all  the  injuries  which  they  fudained  from 
ihefe  attacks.  Far  from  compelling  the  rebels  to  rcjtreatj  they  krv^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  fix 

cdonlf  to  fannfiariw  tiiem  to  danger.  £m  a  part  of  the  16* 
tnfijfceiiieiics  fent  firom  England  tended  to  embamis  theBritifii 

?nny.  A  regiment  of  light  drai^oons  which  arrived  at  Bolloii, 
2ud  which  bad  jiever  been  able  to  move  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  garrifon,  created  new  wants,  and  found  emplopaent  for 
ajDumber  of  ▼efleis  to  tranfport  hay  for  the  horfet.  Some  ot 
the  liay  collected  at  a  fmall  port  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  in  Nora 
tjcotia,  was  burnt  by  a  party  of  the  Americans.  That  the  hay 
which  grew  on  the  iflands  in  the  harbour  or  bay  of  Bodon,  aa 
well  as  die  cattle  which  grazed  there,  became  obje£ka  of  fie- 
qvent  contention  between  the  Britiih  troops  and  their  oppon* 
ents,  we  have  already  feen.  'i  he  enemy  having,  with  great 
kbour  and  afiiduity,  aifembled  a  number  of  itout  whale-boats, 
made  frequent  and  fuccefsful  incurOons  in  the  (light,  on  the 
diferent  iflands  where  the  live  (lock  coUe^ed  for  the  uie  o£ . 
the  Britifli  navy  and  army  were  kept,  and  either  killed  or 
canied  it  wholly  oiF.  Tliis  added  much  to  the  diilrefs  of  the 
9pny. 

In  this  (brt  of  infulting  war,  the  enemy  grew  daridg  from 
fttccefs.   They  burnt  the  Itght^houfes  fituated  at  the  entrance 

of  Bofton  harbour,  though  one  of  thefc  itaod  cm  m  ill  and,  ami 
had  a  ihip  of  war  Rationed  within  a  mile  of  it.  The  priucipai 
light'-hottfe  was  ordered  to  be  repaired :  and  artificers,  under 
the  protef^ion  of  a  finall  party  of  marines,  were  fent  to  per*» 
form  this  duty ;  but  they  were  furprifed  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy  from  the  continent,  and  all  of  them  carried  otV. 

When  the  ftrengtli  of  the  Britifh  navy,  which  had  then  no 
enemy  in  Europe  to  oppofe,  is  duly  confidered,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  the  greateft  aftonifliment,  that  a  force  had  not  been 
fent  out  with  Admiral  Graves,  of  iuihclcnt  llrcngth  to  have 
cnabkd  him  to  z£i  with  vigour  and  efiett*  If  this  had  beca 
done,  he  could  have  afforded  ample  prote£iion  to  the  ferranta 
of  the  Britifh  Government,  and  to  fuch  of  the  colonifts  as  eon» 
tinned  auacheil  to  Biit..;;i.  Ilo  could  alfo  hare  proted^ed  the 
magazines  cflabliftietl  at  the  diitcrcnt  ports  in  America,  and 
greatly  obltruded  the  eflbrts  of  the  infurgents  to  obtain  fup<« 
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plies  of  arms  and  all  forts  of  military  ftores.  The  fmaihieis  of 
the  force  allotted  for  this  ienrice  appears  to  be  the  more  un- 
accountable, as  Adminiitr.uicn  WaS  tarly  apprized  of  the  (Icps 
which  the  difcontented  coionies  were  taking,  and  of  the  num- 
ber of  ihips  they  were  preparing  in  their  ports :  nor  urtte  even 
ibe  few  (hipSi  deftiaed  for  the  American  ftation,  properly  fiip- 
pUed  with  mnral  and  ordnance  ftores.  The  Admiral  could  not, 
without  difTiculty,  arm  the  two  iciiooncrs  which  he  had  found 
it  neceflary  to  purchafe.  At  Halifax^  he  could  procme  only 
three  fonr^pounders^  He  was»  thereforej  obliged  to  take  nine 
fottr-poun^rafrom  the  gnns  brought  from  Caftle  William  and 
Mary  at  Pifcataway,  with  their  appurtenances;  and  alfo  to 
appropriate  to  the  fame  lervice,  the  quarter-deck  guns  of  the 
Tartar.  So  poorly  was  the  fifuadron  manned  and  equippec^ 
that  when  the  Cerberus  was  ordcwd  to  (ail  for  England,  the 
Admiral  caufed  her  marines  and  officers  to  hi  d.llribtffed 
among  fuch  ihips  of  the  fquadron  as  itood  molt  in  need  of 
them,  and  her  quarter-deck  guns,  with  the  ordnance  ftores 
belonging  to  them^  to  be  left  at  Bofton. 

At  Portfmouth,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  New  Hvmp^ 
fhire,  where  his  Majcfty's  (hip  the  Scarborough,  was  ilationed, 
the  people  were  much  difafre£led  fo  tlic  Britiih  Government. 
After  the  a£tion  at  Bunker's  HiU^  they  openly  refifkd  its  au- 
ffaority,  and  were  prefented  from  marching  a  body  of  forces 
ro  ufTift  at  the  blockade  of  Bofloa,  only  by  the  neccilitou:,  and 
impoverifhed  itate  of  the  province.  As  Captain  Barclay  was 
very  a^ire  in  reftraining  their  trade,  and  in  aflifting  his  Ma* 
je fly's  GovemoTf  the  people  tfaieatened  to  drive  away  or  to 
dcftroy  the  Scarborough.  They  planted  guns  again  ft  Govcr- 
jior  Wenfworth's  houfe,  which  compelled  him  to  fcek  for 
lafety  on  board  of  that  ilitp,  and  firtd  at  her  boats**  I  he  mea- 
fnre  often  recommended  by  Captain  Barclay,  of  feeuring  the 
money  in  the  treafury  belonging  to  the  province  by  putting  it 
on  board  the  frigate,  owing  to  iomL-  ncgie<fl,  had  been  iu  long 
delayed,  that  the  people  ieizcd  it  and  carried  it  off.  Soon 

after 
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after  tfut  event,  tliC  Captain  ciiiuuiuLlcd  Fort  Wiliiam  and 
Mary  near  Portfniouth.* 

The  fqisadron  being  in  want  of  boat8>  th^  Admiral  applied 
to  General  Gage  to  have  thofe  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  belong-- 
ing  to  the  difaffe^lecl  Americans,  delivered  up  to  bim  for  hia 
Majefty's  ufe.    To  tliis  his  Excellency  confcnted  ;  and  the  Ad- 
miral promifed,  that  when  a  legal  claimant  ihould  appear^ 
papnent  would  be  made  by  his  Majeftj's  naval  ftorekeeper^ 
according  to  the  accuftomed  prices  of  fuch  boats.   This  Ilep 
"^-as  the  more  neccfTary,  as  the  enemy  were  extremely  bufy  in 
colleding  a  great  number  of  whale-boats,  in  all  the  creeks  and 
harbours  round  fiofton^  and  were  exceedingly  troublefome  by 
their  nodiirnal  excurlibns  on  the  feveral  iOands  in  its  harbour 
and  bay.    About  this  time,  they  alfo  began  to  fk  out  armed 
vcfTcls,  anil  to  cruize  on  the  coall.    Thus  were  they  enabled 
not  only  to  watch  tlicir  own  homeward-bound  trade^  and  to 
dire^  their  veiTels  to  fteer  a  courfc  by  which  they  might  avoid 
the  Brtriih  cruizers,  but  alfo  to'malce  prizes  of  feveral  (hips  of 
that  nation  coming  to  Bofton  from  Iva^! nul,  and  from  the  Bay 
of  FunHy  with  proviilons,  hay,  and  fuel.    Some  armed  craft 
from  the  port  of  Mcchias  attacked  his  Majeily's  armed  fchooner 
BAargueritta,  commanded  by  Mr.  Moore,  a  midlhipman  be-' 
longing  to  the  Prefton,  when,  after  a  moft  obftinate  confltd, 
in  which  he  and  feveral  of  his  crew  were  killed,  and  many 
wounded,  the  furvivors  were  made  j^ri  toners  and  fent  up  the 
country*   The  defence  made  By  Mr.  Moore  and  his  crew  is 
the  more  meritorious,  that  his  fchooner  had  ho  carriage-guns  ; 
and  was  armed  only  with  fwivels,  blunderbufles,  arid  fmall 
arms.  She  was  cfcorting  tour  vcflels  with  fuel  to*  Bofton  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  wliich  the  enemy  captured  at  the  fame  time^ 
Parties  of  the  American  forces  being  very  troublefome  to  the 
pdft  on  Bunker's  Hill,  the  General  made  afff^ncation  to  the 

4 

AdfTiiral  fur  two  fc<'W!^,  or  large  open  fiat-botioir.ed  bouts,  to 
be  manned  and  armed,  and  itatiuncd  at  Charieliown-neck ; 

Fa  and 

•  The  rcarirr  will  find  in  thf  Appnuiix,  in  w  hut  manner  Vice- A  Jmlral  GrAVO 
&uuoocd  tli«  fleet  under  his  cQoaoiiuid  At  tUis  time.   (See  iiote  2 j  ) 
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and  fpon  alter>  for  a  tliird^  to  be  ftatiooed  at  Boffon-nedc,  a» 

outpoRs  to  the  army.  The  fcows  were  immediately  ordered 
for  this  fervicc  and  dire<fHons  given  for  the  Some  rfct,  iioync,. 
and  Predon,  to  fend  ia  turn  a  Lieutenant,  two  Mtdibipmen^ 
and  tfamy^five  feamen,  cm  tiiis  duty.  Thirty-fix  feamen  were 
alfo  put  on  board  the  Symmetry  apmed  tranfport,  and  appoint* 
cd  to  afTifh  in  puarclinp  the  mouth  of  Charles*  river,  and  the 
Falcon  Hoop  was  directed  to  atichor  between  Hull  roiiit  and 
Pettick's  Ifland.  Ordert  were  likewife  given  to  Captain  Lioxee 
to  examine  every  boat  or  veflet  that  pafled  ;  to  Ceize  all  that 
belonged  to  the  enemy  j  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  whale-boats>  which,  accordmg  to  report,  they  in- 
tended to  bring  acTOfs  the  idhmus  from  Weymouth  and  Dor* 
ehefter,  to  Kiogham  and  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Vice^Admiral  Graves  had  obferved,  that  the*(harp  conftnir- 
tion  and  prcat  draught  of  water  of  the  men  of  war's  boats, 
rendered  them  very  unht  for  the  neceiTary  and  frequent  fervicc 
of  going  vp  die  narrow  creeks»  which  abound  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bofton.  As  theie  creeks  were  in  many  places  fo  narrow  as 
not  to  2dnnt  of  their  turning,  and  fo  (hallow  as  to  endanger 
their  taking  the  ground,  it  was  often  hardly  pratlicable  for 
tfaem  to  retreat :  and  both  the  boats  and  their  crews  were  n» 
danger  of  falliiig  into  die  enemy's  hands.  To  obviate  theie  dif* 
advantages,  he  invented  a  boat  of  a  particular  conftni^onyr 
u  iiich  vva^  tiiirty-lix  feet  in  length,  twelve  in  breadth,  .uiti 
io  formed  as  to  row  with  cither  end  foremod.  Haring  thiP 
greaceil  draught  of  water  in  the  middle^  and  from  thence  gra^ 
dually  (haHowing  towards  the  extremities  by  means  of  her 
curved  keel,  flic  was  adiiiirably  formed  for  moving  quickly 
forward  or  backward,  without  the  necefTity  of  winding  round. 
Thus  ihe  couldf  in  all  cafest  approach  the  fliore  or  make  oflr 
from  it  with  c^ual  cafe  and  ijpeed»  as  oecafion  ihould  require. 
Her  peculiar  conftrtt£|ion  facilitated  even  her  turning,  where 
tliere  was  room.  She  mounted  a  four  pounder  at  each  end, 
had  eight  fwivels  upon  the  fideSf  rowed  with  twenty  oars,  ear- 
ned feventj-£ve  nien>  and  when  armed  and  accoutred  with  a 
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M^eek's  provi£ions  of  all  kinds  completCi  drew  only  nixie  or  ten 
iDcbet  of  water  at  molL.  She  was  fteemi  with  an  oar  in  a 
gnimmety  and  wcmld  oat-row  die  ieeteft  of  the  navy  barges. 
If  flic  (hoiild  happen  to  run  aground  in  the  cagcmefs  of  purfult, 
or  in  clic  night,  the  rowers  had  only  to  face  about  on  tlieir  pre- 
£cntieats,  or  upon  the  next  thwarts^  to  pull  in  the  contrary  dino- 
tioHi  and  (he  went  off  m  a  moment.  Each  bow  was  fecured 
hf  a  mantlet  of  ok  hides,  and  proof  againft  mufquetry,  and  the 
piece  of  ordnaiicc  placed  there,  by  moving  in  a  groove^  could 
be  pointed  in  any  direction. 

That  the  rebels  ihoold  be  well  informed  of  the  exaA  QtnU' 
1m  of  the  fleet  and  army  at  Bofton  is  little  to  be  woodeied  at^ 
'Confidering  the  nnmber  of  avowed  friends  which  they  had  in  the 
town;  but  it  is  matter  of  furprife,  that  notw  ithftaiuiing  the 
number  of  profeifed  friends,  which  Governmeni  wasfuppoied 
to  hate  on  the  continent  of  Americay  either  the  inclination  or 
the  power  was  wanting  in  them,  to  tranimit  fuch  intelligence 
of  the  dcfigns  of  the  enemy,  as  niiL:;lit  he  tlic  means  of  fruftrat- 
ing  any  ^f  their  depredatory  excurlions.  Witli  fuch  fccrecy 
and  difpatch  did  they  condud;  their  expeditions  to  the  iflands 
in  the  bay,  that  the  flames  of  the  houfes  and  the  hay  generaUy 
fare  the  firft  intimation  of  the  attack. 

In  the  month  of  July,  the  cJiemy  fent  one  hundred  and  fire 
boats  to  Long  illand,  where  they  landed  a  great  number  of 
fneni  who  took  and  earned  off  aU  the  (lock.  One  of  this  party 
was  a  leaman  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  floop  Fakout  who 
had  been  made  a  prifuner  by  the  enemy  in  a  vefFel  which  (he 
had  taken,  and  which  they  afterwards  retook.  He  had  been 
placed  by  them  as  a  fenttacl  i  and  while  they  were  employed 
ia  driving  off  the  ftock,  ^ncealcd  himfelf  until  they  left  the 
iOandy  when  he  fwam  to  a  canoe  laying  at  a  fittle  diftance  from 
the  Ihore,  and  by  that  means  got  an  board  the  Boyne*  This 
man,  whom  the  enemy  had  forced  into  their  ienrice,  was  the 
firft  who  gave  the  Admiral  and  General  an  exa£l  account  of 
their  having  collected  near  three  hundred  whale-boats,  whicht 
from  tkeir  lightnefi  ^nd  drawing  but  little  water^  could  not 
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only  row  much  failer  than  our  boats,  but  by  getting  intoihoal 
watet,  or  in  calms^  could  with  certainty  cffc^  their  efcape* 
Sereral  reports  concerning  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  were, 

about  this  time,  circulated  bv  the  iliLiilc^i  li  in  Boflon.  It 
was  faid|  that  they  intended  to  land  a  cuiifidcrable  body  of 
their  troops  in  the  night,  at  the  mofk  defencekfs  part  of  tlie 
'  town ;  to  co-operate  with  which,  their  army  at  Roxbury  would, 
lit  the  fame  time,  make  a  general  afl'ault  on  the  lines.  Thefc 
ciForts,  favoured  by  the  coniufion  which  they  would  orcafion  in 
the  ganifon,  and  by  the  aid  which  they  expe£leU  from  their 
friends  in  the  place,  might  enable  them  to  defeat  the  King's 
troops  and  obtain  pofleiSon  of  Bofton ;  or  they  would  attempt 
in  a  calm  niglu,  by  boarding  them  in  great  nunibcr*^,  to  lurprilc 
and  carry  ott  fomc  of  the  King'b  frigates.  This  iait  ilratagcm 
was  more  to  be  apprehended  than  the  former,  as  the  enemy 
could  not  fail  to  know,  that  the  complement  of  men  on  board 
the  principal  (hips  was  defc£live,  and  that  thcfeamcn  had  hard 
duty  to  {Krform.  The  Admiral  was  at  tliis  time  obliged  to 
keep  a  number  of  men  and  oiBcers  in  fiat-bottomed  and  floating- 
battery  boats,  placed  in  ihoal  water  to  flank  Bofton  and  Charkf- 
town-necks  %  to  man  a  large  armed  tranfport  and  a  floop  ;  and 
occahoailly  to  lend  men  to  the  tranfports  ordered  on  fervice, 
in  place  ol  thole  who  had  defcrtcd.  In  the  i^uadron,  tlie 
frigates,  iloops,  and  fchooners,  were  feldom  without  men 
drawn  from  the  line  of  battle  (hips,  which  by  that  means  were 
fometimes  unavoidably  left  in  a  weak  and  almoft  defenoelefs^ 
ihue.  From  the  wealcncfs  of  the  crews  on  board  the  frigates 
and  iloops,  their  oihcers  could  not  be  ealy  when  at  anchor 
near  an  aOive  and  numerous  enemy,  who  were  well  fupplied 
with  excellent  fmall  crafit.  To  this  detail  muft  be  added, 
that  feveral  of  the  fquadron  were  in  fo  bad  a  condition, 
fcarcc  to  be  able  to  keep  the  fea,  particularly  the  Tamer, 
Cruizer,  and  Scorpion,  which  lail  was  fo  defcdive,  that 
when  ordered  by  the  Admiral  to  anchor  off  the  lighuhoufe 
!firhlle  it  was  repairing,  to  prevent  it  from  being  totally 

de(lroy^4 


Digitized  by  Google 


1775*        MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  tf 


ddtrojed  hj  the  rebels,  her  cammaRder,  Captain  ToUemache^ 
made  a  ftrong  icpnfentaidon  of  uafitnefs  of  Ets  ihip 
§or  fiich  a  &fvioe>  where  the^  ran  the  gieaieft  hazard  e?erf 

night  of  being  boarded  by  the  enemy's  boats  :  "  The  Scorpion," 
f^ys  he,  "  is  almoll  the  only  veflel  in  his  Majelly's  icrvicc^ 
**  Ufoxk  which  an  enemy  with  oiily  fmall  arms  could  efie^  any 
ciecution  j  hat  (he  ig  without  waift,  and  her  decks  conie* 
M  quently  without  cover.  The  men  are  entirely  expofed  to  the 
**  enemy's  fire  i  nor  is  this  the  only  JiiiicuUy  in  tLicnding  her: 
from  the  negligence  of  the  builder  of  the  dock -yard  ihe  came 
from,  there  is  neither  eye^boit  or  ring-bolt  in  the  docks  to 
nm  the  guns  is,  and  not  eape£Ung  fuch  fervice,  the  floop 
^  wu  not  provided  with  netting  to  prevent  her  from  being 
•*  boarded."  Fortunately  the  Merlin  coming  in  irom  acruize^ 
the  Admiral  was  enabled  to  relieve  the  Scorpion,  which  was 
oidered  up  to  the  town  to  he  properly  fitted  for  fea. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  of  Auguft,  the  Symmetry  armed 
tranfport,  itationed  in  the  mouth  of  Charles'  river,  difcovered 
a  great  number  of  the  euemy'shoats,  rowing  very  loi  tly  towards 
the  town  of  Bofton,  whereupon  Ihe  made  the  private  fignal  i 
and  the  «nemy  finding  that  they  were  difcovered^  immediately 
ittned* 

Such  movements  of  the  enemy  gave  the  oilicers  of  the  navy 
great  uneafinefs,  left  thcfe  boats,  which  were  frequently  attend** 
eJby  laige  floQps,  which  perhaps  mig^t  be  fitted  vip  as  fire-fiiips, 
ftould  attempt  to  burn  the  large  ftips  While  at  andior,  and  far 
from  afliftance.  The  Cij^jiiis  of  the  Somerfet  and  Boyiic  rc- 
prefcnted  their  difagrecable  htuations  in  very  forcible  terms  to 
the  Admiral,  who  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  adminiftcr  the  re* 
lief  they  wtihed.  On  the  conttaryi  his  ftrength  was  diminiOied, 
Ibrthe  Somerfet  was  ^o  much  out  of  repair,  notwithftanding 
all  that  had  been  done  to  her,  that  the  Admiral  was  forced  to 
order  her  to  Halifax  to  hea\  e  down.  However,  before  ihe 
linled,  an  expedition  was  undertaken,  in  confei|uence  of  inteU 
ligtnce  that  the*  enemy  had  between  two  and  three  hundred 
irhaie-bo-ti  concealed  ia  a  wood,  on  tlic  baiiks  of  German 
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town  rivery  the  deftnidSon  of  which  was  an  obje^  of  the 

grcatell  importance.  The  command  of  the  cntcrprize  was 
giveii  to  Captain  Robinibn  of  the  Frefton,  who  had  all  the 
marines  of  the  fquadnm,  and  the  following  boats  put  under  his 
oonunandy  viz.  three  from  the  Somerfet,  three  from  die  Boyne, 
three  from  the  Prefton,  and  the  Scorpion's  pinnace  :  the  whole 
well  armed*  and  provided  with  every  thing  neccflkry  to  fct  fire 
CO  the  whale-boats.  They  lendezvoufied  aftem  of  the  Spit- 
fire armed  Hoopt  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  of  the  30th  of  Julyi 
and  from  thence  proceeded  down  the  harbour.  It  proved  a 
very  dark  night  ^  and  in  order  to  deceive  the  encmV)  the 
General  ordered  a  briflc  cannonade  to  be  kept  up  on  the  rebels 
poft  at  Rolburyi  from  Bofton  lines  and  Charleftown  camp,  and 
nlib  a  great  number  of  (hells  /o  be  thrown  at  the  fame  place 
during  the  night,  lu  hopes  of  leading  them  to  fufpciSl  thai  a 
general  attack  would  be  made  on  their  works  tlie  next  morn- 
ingt  and  of  thereby  preventing  them  from  fending  out  detach- 
ments to  oppofe  Captain  Robinfon« 

l  lic  channel  of  the  river  of  German  town  was  known  to  be 
intricate,  but  Captain  Robinfon  was  furnifhed  with  two  pilots 
^bo  knew  ths  navigation.  If  they  had  proved  faithful,  there 
lemains  little  doubt  that  the  enteqirize  would  have  fttcoee«lc<l* 
But  whether  it  was,  that  they  weie  dt(afie£led  to  the  Britiih 
intcrefl,  or  apprehenfive  of  their  fate  if  they  (houlci  luippcn  to 
be  made  prifoncr&  by  the  enemy,  it  is  certain^  that  they  became 
much  aUrmed  as  they  approached  the  ihore,  and  could  no 
longer  give  clear  dire^ions.  Every  method  to  infpire  them  with 
tourage  was  tried  to  iiu  purpofe:  rcw.u  Js  and  LhixuUnings  were 
alike  ine^etlual  i  they  continued  in  a  manner  petrified  :  and 
US  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  folcly  refted  upon  them,  then 
being  no  perfon  in  the  detachment  who  could  fupply  their  places 
It  became  neceflary  to  abandon  it ;  and  Captain  Robinfon,  with 
the  utmoft  reluctance,  w.is  obliged  to  rctre:U  down  the  river, 
which  he  did  a  little  before  day«break.  Ho  had  proceeded  bat 
%  ifaort  way,  when  he  was  alarmed  with  a  6ring  of  mufqiietry 
at  the  ]ight<boufe}  on  which  he  inftantly  rowed  towards  it 
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vidilus  whole  ^let^dnnent,  being  then  within  a  mite  or  two  of 
k:  Imttbe  wko  had  fimlhed  their  bufineft,  made  off  * 

at  hh  approach  at      as  'they  could,  acrofs  the  light-hoofe 

channel  to  HhII  beach,  all  of  them  efcaping  excepting  two 
boalSf  M'hich  CaptaLin  Robinfon^s  partjr  took.    They  were  a> 
f  ait  of  a  detachment  of  the  rebel  troops^  who  came  in  fort j 
whale-boats,  and  landed  on  the  iiand  to  deftroy  the  light- 
houfc,  which  was  then  repairing.    The  artificers,  wlio  were 
Americans,  and  guarded  by  a  party  of  marineji  commanded  bj 
aa^officcr^  had  been  obferved  to  give  the  foldiers  liqaor^  fo 
that  when  the  attack  was  made,  the  gieateft  port  of  the  guaid 
was  intoxicated,  and  unfit  to  make  a  proper  reliftance.  They 
were,  in  coiilequence,  foon  overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers, 
and  endeavoured  to  retreat  to  a  iloop  lying  otTthe  ifland,  which 
moft  of  them  reached}  but  in  their  hurry  the  floop  got  aground, 
which  being  perceifcd  by  the  enemy,  they  boarded  and  carried 
her.    Several  of  ihe  King*s  forces  were  kiiicil        wounded  j 
among  the  former  was  Lieutenant  Coulthurd,  who  command- 
ed the  party  o£  marines :  hb  body  was  found  on  board  of  one 
of  the  boats  taken  by  Captain  Rohinfon's  detachment. 

The  furprizing  of  the  party  fent  to  guard  the  light-honfc 
vexed  the  Admiral  very  much,  as  from  the  report  of  the  eii- 
^neer  who  had  been  fent  to  farvey  it,  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  thirty  marines  were  capable  of  defending  the  place 
agunft  a  thouiand  men  $  but  they  appear  to  have  been  folely 
intent  upon  p-rcicrviiig  ihcPiiiciveb  by  llight.  The  Prctton's 
boat,  commanded  by  a  midOupmani^  attended  them  ;  and 
Captain  Biihop  of  the  Lively,  in  Nantaiket  road,  had  direc** 
dons  to  give  them  all  poiZible  affiftance,  and  al(b  to  agree  upon 
lignals  to  be  made  in  cafe  of  danger,  but  thcfe  figttals  were  never 
made.  The  midfliipman,  who  lertainly  did  every  thuig  in 
his  power  to  make  the  foldiers  defend  the  light-houfc,  fortu- 
nately made  his  efcape  in  a  long  boat  with  two  men^  and 
although  dofely  puifued,  got  fafe  on  board  the  Lively.  8om^ 

of 

*  Ifr.  ChriftopW  Hele,  afterwarift  oiaJc  Lieotcnaat.  He  was  nRrormnatcIy 
Ucd  in  tite  gnat  lea  fight  off  the  iflasd  of  Doo)iiiica|  April  lath, 
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of  the  people  ruade  prifuiiciis  on  this  occafioii  efcaped  from  tlic 
enemy,  after  they  were  landed  at  Hull  beacii»  and  returned  ia 
Captain  RolAnfos's  boats. 

Captain  Linsec,  of  hit  Majefty's  ioop  the  Falcon,  being  on 
•  cruize  off  Cape  Anne,  on  the  8th  of  AuguH  diicovered  two 
ichooners  {landing  in  for  the  ihore.  He  m^Ac  Liii  after  tlicm, 
;ind  very  Toon  came  up  with  the  (lenimuil,  which  lie  took.  The 
other  got  intp  Cape  Anne,  or  Giouccfter  haibouTy  where  he 
followed  her :  and  when  he  had  come  to  an  anchor,  he  icnc 
lieiiCenant  Thoroborough  wkh  the  pinnace,  iong*boat,  and 
lolly-boat,  armed  and  manned,  to  bring  her  out.  The  Mafter 
of  the  Falcon,  at  this  time  arriving  from  fea  in  a  fmall  tender, 
was  ordered  to  ailiii  tiie  Lieutenant,  and  join  in  the  entcrprize. 
When  the  boats  had  paifed  a  point  of  focks  which  lay  between 
the  fliip  and  the  fchooner»  diey  teceived  a  very  faeatry  fire  Irom 
the  rebelt  concealed  behind  houfes  and  rocks;  notwithftand* 

ing  v.iiich.  Lieutenant  r]u)rtil)ni(>u^h  undauiucdly  proeeeded, 
boarded  and  took  poilelliou  of  the  Ichooner.  On  this  expedi- 
tion, he  and  three  other  men  were  wounded  frmn  the  fhore. 
Captain  linzec,  when  he  £iw  the  infurgems  firing  at  the  boats, 
ki  Older  to  draw  their  attention  smother  way,  aimed  his  fire  at 
the  town ;  but  Ending  that  this  expedient  had  not  the  defired 
effeft,  he  next  attempted,  by  landing  a  partv,  to  burn  it.  Among 
the  failors  fent  upon  this  fervke  was  an  American,  who  had 
hitherto  done  his  ditty»  bat  now  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  his 
countrysien,  fet  fife  to  the  powder  bef ote  it  was  fo  placed  as  to 
produce  the  intended  conflagradon,  and  thereby  frnftraled  the 
tntcrprize.  lie  then  deferted.  The  lofs  fuli.uiicd  in  this  ex- 
ploit was  one  man  blown  up.  A  iccond  attempt  was  made  to 
bum  the  town,  but  alfo  without  eifcd^. 

Captain  Linsee,  being  at*laft  convinced  that  he  could  not 
materially  ti^ure  the  town,  had  the  Lieutenant  and  his  party 
brou^^ht  on  board  aboui  four  o'clock,  under  cover  of  the  fire 
from  the  fchooner,  in  which  the  Mailer  now  commanded,  and 
in  which  he  was  obliged  to  remain,  on  account  of  the  damage 
which  the  boats  had  fuftaiyed  from  the  enemy's  ihot.  When 
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the  Captain  was  infomicd  of  the  Mafter*s  fituation,  he  fent  the 
prize  fchooner  to  ariLlii^r  ahtud  oi  liic  other,  and  to  veer  along- 
^de,  to  take  him  auii  the  people  away  j  but  haring  uo  o£^cer 
to  coiidti£l  this  eotarprize^  it  was  improperly  executed^  and 
thciefore  uafucceiiiliiL.  Meanwhile  the  A^ifteri  harraifisd  by  a 
Jieavy  fiie  fitrni  tacreafing  nuiiibeM»  and  (being  no  prorpe£l  of 
relief,  delivered  himfelf  up  tj  Uie  enemy  about  feveu  in  the 
evening,  along  wiifi  a  gunner,  fifteen  Teamen,  fevea  marines, 
one  boy»  aod  ten  prclicd  Ameiicans.  Oa  his  goiag  afUore,  the 
Iciiooficr  ient  to  his  iifiiftanoe  ran  in,  and  was  xeraken  by  the 
rebels. 

It  was  Captain  Ltniee's  conjeclure»  that  part  of  the  crew 
Lad  been  concealed  in  the  fchooner*s  hold  when  (he  was  i.i!.enj 
and  that  they  iud  feized  this  opportunity  of  regaining  their 
liberty.  The  enemy  likewise  took  the  pinnace  and  joUy-boat, 
liiiiee  fwifelsy  fane  fmall  9xv»%  and  two  fmall  anchorsi  with 
one  faawiier  intended  to  warp  out  the  Cchooner*  The  Falcon 
remained  at  anchor  till  licxt  morning,  and  then  warped  out  of 
the  harbour. 

Go  this  occafioa,  tlie  lo(i&  which  the  navy  fultained  by  the 
captuie  «£  the  British  failorsi  was  chiefly  to  be  regretted  $  be* 
€a«lc^  itt  America}  experience  had  fluiwn  how  difficult  it  was 
to  replace  them,  and  how  little  the  feamea  of  that  country  were 

tu  be  truiU'd. 

On  the  loth  of  Oclober,  Captain  Collins  of  his  Majcily^s 
iloop  the  Nautilus,  chafed  and  drove  afhore  near  Bererly  bar, 
a  fchooner  belongiag  lo  the  rebels^  which  he  intended  to  bunu 
But  while  he  was  preparing  for  that  purpoie,  the  tide  left  her; 

and  his  firing  at  her  brought  fuch  numbers  of  the  infurgents  to 
her  a iT; stance,  that  he  found  it  impoHible  to  execute  his  defign, 
and  therefore  deiilled*  The  Kautilus,  by  caiting  the  wrong 
waff- was  obliged  to  leave  an  anchor  behindy  and  unfortunately 
took  the  grouad.  While  in  that  (ituation,  the  enemy»  who  had 
bronght  fome  cannon  along  with  thcm^  fired  from  the  flioie 
and  hulled  her  Icveral  times,  llcr  fail-,  rigging,  and  niain-m^il 
3|rcrc  greatly  damaged,  and  two  oi  her  men  %founded.  'ilie 
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enemy's  guns  were  To  placed  between  rocks^  th.it  -no  certain 
wn  could  be  taken  at  them.  This  rendered  the  fire  returned 
hf  the  ik>op  of  no  arail*    As  foqn  as  flie  was  again  afloat 

Captain  Collins  put  to  ic.i. 

The  garrifon  o£  Bolton  being  Yttj  much  in  want  of  fiefii 
pronfionsj  fome  empty  traalports»  under  convoy  of  a  frigate^  a 
Aoop  of  war,  and  a  few  armed  veflelsi  were  difpatcbed  to 
Long  Ifland  foundy  in  hopes  of  there  procuring  a  fupply.  On 
the  nth  of  Auguft,  they  reached  Gardiner's  plain  and  Black 
idandss  from  whkh  they  brought  off  about  Bxty  fat  cattk, 
three  cows^  upwards  of  eight  hundred  flieep,  a  thoufand  pound 
weight  of  cheefe»  a  great  many  hogs  and  poultrji  and  with 
this  ilock  returned  in  fafety. 

Early  in  the  n^orning  of  the  24th  of  Auguflp  a  mob 
lembled  at  New  Yoirk»  and  carried  off  the  gmis  from  the 
battery  fronting  the  fea.  They  Itkewife  fired.  Ibrae  mufiittetry 
at  a  boat  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  ihip  Afia,  by  which  one 
znan  was  killed.  Captain  Vaadcput  on  being  informed  of  thh, 
ordered  a  broadfide  to  be  fired,  aiming  at  the  place  where  the 
mob  was  s^embled  \  but  it  did  not  prevent  their  Ttmonsg  the 
cannon.  Soon  after  this,  the  rebel  committees  at  that  place 
interdi^d  the  Kinj^'s  (hips  from  receiving  any  fupply  of  ireili 
provihons  from  the  ihore. 

At  Newport)  Rhode  Ifland,  Captain  Walhce  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  (hip  the  Rofe,  and  the  other  Ihips  and  veflels  under  his 
command,  continued  with  the  greateft  a£^iirity  to  didrefs  the 
enemy.  In  the  Secconet  FaiTage,  he  took  a  lloop  laden  with 
flour,  which  ihe  was  carrying  from  Philadelphia  to  Swaniea, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  dSfafleded  Americans.  He  alfo  took,  on 
the  30th  of  Auguft,  a  large  (loop  belonging  to  them,  which 
had  cfcortcd  fome  of  their  troops  employed  in  taking  the  ilock 
off  Black  ifland.  She  was  chafed  by  tlie  Rofc  and  her  tender 
into  Stonnington  harbour,  where  Ihe  run  dofe  to  the  wharf. 
The  tender  followed,  and  upon  coming  up  with  the  fioop, 
poured  a  bi  oadiidc  into  her.  The  Rule  loon  after  came  to  an 
anchor,  and  bringing  her  guns  to  bear  on  tlie  town.  Captain 
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Wallace  began  a  cannonnde,  which  he  continued  fcvcral  hours 
u  irh  very  littie  intermiil'ion,  and  fcvierely  damaged  many  of 
their  ftoie  and  dwelling-houfes.  He  boarded  the  (loop,  which 
he  carried  off",  together  with  two  fmall  reflels  laden  with  moU 
iiTcs  from  ihc  W  eil  Indies.  Having  wciglicd  inchor  on  the 
7iji  of  Odober^  he  faikd  with  his  little  fleet  from  Newport 
up  the  rirer,  entered  the  harbour  of  Bridol^  and  demanded  a 
fupply  of  three  hundred  iheep  $  which  the  inhabitants  leitiring, 
he  immediately  began  to  cannonade  the  towuy  and  continuing 
to  fire  for  upw  ards  of  m  hour,  did  confiderable  damage  to 
fevenl  of  the  houfes.  The  inhabitants  perceiving  the  mi£chie£ 
already  done^  lent  a  Committee  on  board  the  Rofe  to  accom- 
modate matters  with  Captain  Wallace,  who  then  made  the 
fignal  for  the  firing  to  ccafc  ;  and  after  agrcuing  to  accept  of 
forty  fheep)  which  were  deiivered  to  him  ne^t  morniiigf  lie 
veighed  anchor  and  left  the  harbour. 

The  increaOng  ftrength  of  the  revolted  colonies  at  diis  time, 
may  be  imputed  to  the  dilatory  condudl  of  Adminiflration,  lu 
omitting  to  furniih  tlie  Admiral  and  General  with  fufHcient 
powers  to  a£^  with  vigour  againfl  them.  If  the  Admiral  had 
been  anthorixed  to  feize  their  trading  veflelsi  with  which  the 
the  fcas  wete  co?ered,  their  lefources  would  in  a  great  meafure 
ha.\;  been  cut  oiT y  and  they  might  have  been  deprived  of  fliips, 
(which  they  afterwards  cogverted  into  privateers)  and  of  men 
for  naTigating  tliem.  Of  theiie  confequences  tbe  rebel  Con- 
grefs  appear  to  have  been  feniible,  when  on  the  22d  of  Jiily» 
they  refolved  thatiall  their  ports  (liould  be  ihut  from  the  loth 
ef  September.  But  it  was  not  until  the  4th  of  Ociuber,  tliat 
iLc  Raven  floop.  Captain  Staobope»  brought  out  inllru£iioni 
to  the  Admiral  and  General*  empowering  them  to  take  and 
deftroy  all  veflels  belonging  to  die  revolted  Americans,  and  to 
attack  ai.d  dc lUuhiL  futh  towns  and  ieaport^i  as  were  inimical 
to  his  Majelty.  The  Admiral,  in  expectation  of  luch  orders, 
bad  prepared  a  fquadron  of  fmall  velTelsy  with  a  fuitable  de- 
tachment of  marioesi  the  command  of  which  he  conferred  on 

Lidtt- 


Digitized  by  Google 


5>4  NAVALAND.  1775. 

Lieutenant  Mouat.f  Thefe  were  lying  at  anchor. in  Nantaflcet 

road  when  the  Raven  arrived,  and  no  time  was  loft  by  the 
Admiral  in  difp.itching  them  upon  the  intended  fervice.  Mr. 
Mouat's  orders  were  to  proceed  with  the  firft  favourable  wind^ 
and)  if  poffible^  to  begin  his  operations  by  entering  the  harbour 
of  Cape  Anne,*  and  by  bttrning  and  <leftroying  the  town  and 
/hipping.  He  was  next  to  attack  Beverly,!  IvLirblehead,  .Salem, 
Newbury4  Porffmouth,}  (New  Hampftiirc)  Jpfwichy  Saco» 
Falmouth  in  Cafco  Bay»  and  Mechias.l 

As  the  force  fent  with  Lieutenant  Mouat  was  but  fmall»  the 
Admiral  dire£lcd  him  to  a€^  with  caution  ;  and  although  all 
thcfc  plnccs  were  meniloned  in  his  inftru£\ions,  he  was  to 
attack  only  fiich  of  them  as  he  thought  he  might  with  certainty 
be  able  to  fubdue* 

The  wind  proving  unfavourable  for  entering  Cape  Anne 
harbour,  tlu  fqiiadron  arrived  \:\  the  hirbour  of  Fahnouth  on 
the  17th  of  October;  and  foon  after  that,  came  to  an  anchor 
before  the  town*  Mr.  Mouat  then  fent  an  officer,  with  a 
letter,  informing  the  inhabitants,  that  as  he  had  orders  to 
bum  the  town,  he  would  allow  two  hours  for  thetn  and  their* 
•  families  to  remove,  before  he  lliouK!  put  liis  orders  in  cxecu-. 
tion.  On  receiving  this  mefTage,  they  fent  deputies  to  nego- 
clate  with  him,  in  hopes  of  faving  it ;  ^nd  he  ofifered  to  fufpend 
hodilities  till  he  (hould  hear  furtbeifrom  Admiral  Graves,  on 
coiidition  that  they  wouid  fend  Imn  lour  can ia«^e -guns,  deliver 

up. 

f  Sec  Note  a6. 

*  The  people  of  that  pUce  had,  in  Augfnft  laft,  fired  upon  hi«  Majefty's  Hoop 
the  Falcon,  If  which  fevend  of  her  ereir  were  kUled  and  wtuoded,  nd  fiame 
lude  prifeoenti 

f  There  the  Nantflm  floop  hkt  been  cavionaded  and  ftdTered  much. 

f  Thi>,  as  a  phc-  of  fcctirity,  wa^  thcprcat  rendezvous  of  their  fiiipr''^!^  f^r 
the  Wcfl  Intiks;  Mid  iVoin  it  the  rcUtl  army  \va»  fupplied  with  a  Tarictj  of  at'* 
ticIo«,  collcdcd  from  I  ulniouth  and  other  parts  of  the  province. 

$  There  the  Scarbonn^'a  people  were  woaode^ 

I  There  hii  Maje^'s  armed  fchooner  Margveritta  wai  takes,  and  the  oflieer 
who  commaQded  her  killed ;  likewUV,  the  DUigeoc  fchoofier  (kisfid,  and  the 
•ficera  and  crew  made  ptifoBor^ 
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op  an  tbelr  fmall  arms  and  ammunition^  and  give  Iilm  fonr 

gentlemen  as  hoftages.  Thefe  demands  being  finally  rejected, 
about  half  pad  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  i8th,  he  began  a 
wann cannonade,  and  at  tlie  fame  time  threw  carcaiies  into  the 
town^  which  quickly  (et  it  on -life.  While  the  negociation 
was  pending,  the  inhabitants  had  Tcmorcd  their  moft  valuable 
c/Fe£ls;  but  tlic  pri;icipTl  part  of  the  to\rn  was  reduced  to 
alhcs,  and  only  about  one  hundred  of  the  woril  houfesy  favour- 
ed  cither  by  diftance  or  (ituationi  efcaped  definition. 

The  enemy  felt  this  lofs  very  feverelyy  as  the  ftorehoufes 
contained  magazines  of  provifions,  molafTes,  grain,  fait,  and 
ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebel  army  before  Dofton. 

The  coad  being  now  alarroedi  Lieutenant  Mouat  found  hi<i 
force  too  fmall  to  admit  of  his  attackingi  with  any  profpedl  of 
fuccefs,  the  other  places  named  in  his  tnftru£lions ;  and  his 
ftore  of  ammunition  being  moftly  expended,  lie  returned  to 
Bolton  on  the  2d  of  November^  to  wait  the  Admiral's  further 
orders. 

The  Earl  of  Dunmore  exerted  himfelf  to  the  ntmoll  to  bring 

about  order  in  his  government  of  Virginia ;  and  confidering 
the  fmall  force  he  had,  his  cflbrts  were  aftonilhing.  It  was 
not  however  poHible  for  him  to  withdand  the  increafijig  num- 
bers of  fcbelsy  that  daily  appeared  in  arms  againft  him*  He 
was  dierefore  compelled  to  retire  on  hoard  one  of  the  fhips  of 
war  j  from  wliich  he  made  excui  lu/iis  againft  the  difaffetHred. 
On  the  15th  of  October,  his  LordOiip  landed  with  a  party  oi 
about  eighty  men  near  the  town  of  Norfolk,  deitroyed  feven- 
teen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  brought  off  two  more,  which  had 
been  carried  from  the  town  by  the  infurgents,  and  concealed 
in  the  country.  On  the  i  ytb,  he  again  landed  fon^e  miles  from 
the  town,  and  marched  between  two  and  tliree  miles  into  the 
country,  where  about  two  hundred  (hirtmen*  were  coUe£led  to 
oppofc  him ;  but  they  fled  into  the  woods  on  the  appcrarance  of 
his  parly,  le  ivtng  behind  them  lomc  (va  iW  arms  niid  ammuni- 
tion, which  his  Lordflap  carried  oiF.  On  the  igth,  he  landed 
and  dcdroyed  ten  guns,  and  brought  off  lis.  This  happened  at 

the 

*  A  fijrt  of  liglit-uudiiuy. 
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die  dlftaace  of  two  miles  from  the  fea  coaft*  In  an  excarfion 
which  his  Lord(hip  made  on  the  2orh,  he  brought  off  fix  pieces 
of  ordnance;  and  in  anotncr  whan  he  made  on  the  day  foUow- 
iog»  he  brought  off  ten  pieces  of  caimou,  two  cohom  mortars, 
about  fixtj  mufquets,  and  a  great  quantity  of  cannon  balls  of 
difoent  fizes.  In  theft  landings,  his  Lordihip  made  feverat 
prifoners ;  among  whom  was  a  Deputy  of  theProrinctal  Con* 

TCntiun,  and  a  C«ipt:iin  of  the  muiuLe-inen. 

On  the  25th  of  the  lame  monthf  he  appeared  before  the  town 
and  port  of  Hampton,  in  Virginia.  The  iiiliabitants  being  pre- 
pared fbf  fuch  an  attack,  immediately  funk  boats  full  of  ftones 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  by  throwing  every  obiUde 
in  his  way,  took  fuch  other  meafures,  as  prevented  his  Lord- 
ihip from  beinir  able  to  difcmbark  his  land-forces.  During  the 
night,  a  paiiage  was  made  for  the  (hip  to  get  into  the  harbour^ 
'which  (he  accordingly  entered  next  morning  by  day-break,  and 
immediately  commenced  a  cannonade.  At  this  critical  time, 
the  inhabitants  were  relieved  from  their  fears,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
ftrong  dctnclinicnt  gi  liile  and  iiiinuic-aica^  iioiu  Williamf- 
burg*  An  exprels  had  been  difpatched  to  that  place,  when  the 
Jquadron  hr(t  made  its  appearance,  and  the  rebel  troops  had 
marched  during  the  night  to  the  a(fiftance  of  their  countrymen, 
who  now  made  fo  gallaoit  a  defence,  that  Lord  Duilmore  was 
obliged  to  draw  off  in  the  evening,  without  elFccliag  hi^  pur- 
pore. 

This  fort  of  war  made  the  infurgcnts  think  ferioufly  of  fomc 
means  of  prote^^ing  their  coafts;  and  in  this  bufinefs,  the 
rebel  Aflembly  of  the  province  of  Maflachufet^s  Bay  took  the 
lead.   They  pafled  an  a€k  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and 

reprifiil  .i^iinll  nrUilh  lliips,  and  for  cllablifhinj:  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty for  trying  an  !  condcnniiirc:  them.  In  this  law  their 
views  were  circumfcribed :  as  they  declared,  that  the  only  in* 
tention  of  it  was  the  defence  of  the  coafts  and  navigation  of 
America ;  and  extended  the  power  of  it  only  to  the  capturing 
of  fuch  (hips,  as  (hould  be  cmploycil  in  bringing  fupphci  Lo 
the  fleets  and  armies  acting  againil  them* 

The 

*  McD  who  were  to  tarn  oat  on  s  iDis]ite*e  mxaiap 
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The  eflcmy  having  thfcatened  to  iimdc  the  province  of 
NoviScodai  and  to  deftroy  the  King's  magacines  at  Halifax, 

a  reinforcement  of  troops  was  (ent  from  Bofton  to  that  place, 
and  Captaia  Le  Cras  was  ortlered  to  hoift  a  broad  pendant,  and 
tal»  command  of  the  King's  {hips  there.  He  was  alfo  inflru£t-> 
edtoailift  his  Majefty's  Goremor,  in^  putting  eveiy  thing  ia 
foch  Older  as  might  enable  them  to  defeat  111  the  dcfigns  of  tho 
rebels. 

General  Gage  having  obtaineil  Iiis  Majclly's  leave  to  return 
to  Eagland,  failed  from  Dofton  the  1 2th  of  O^ober ;  when 
the  command  of  the  Britifli  land*fbrces  in  America  devolved  on 
Alajor-Gciicra!  Howe. 

The  colony  of  Georgia,  notwithO-andiiig  the  particular  fa- 
vours which  Britain  had  conferred  on  it,  joined  the  general  con« 
iMleracy  \  and  his  Majefty*s  Governors  of  North  and  South ' 
Carolinas,  Virginia,  New  Jerfey,  New  York,  and  Hampfhire, 
Nfccrc  obliged  to  quit  ilicir  refpcclivc  places  of  rcfidence,  and 
retire  on  board  his  Majedy's  ihips.  The  Governors  of  all  the 
fouthem  cokmieSf  together  with  the  Governors  of  the  Bermudas 
and  Bahama  iflands^  had  made  repeated  applieation  to  Vice* 
Aiimiral  Graves  to  fend  them  fome  {hips  of  war  :  and  it  gave 
Him  the  greateil  uneafinefs,  that  he  was  unable  to  afibrd  them 
the  fuccour  which  they  fo  much  needed,  owing  to  his  fquadron 
being  ihort  of  the  complement  of  feamen,  and  inadequate  to 
the  ncccflary  duty  at  Bofton.  Even  the  ihips  of  war  which 
had  arrived  imnlcdiatcly  from  England  were  fo  poorly  fitted 
sut)  as  feldom  to  be  able  to  go  to  fea  without  repairs.*  Ic 
was  likewiie  very  improvident  to  allow  unarmed  tranfports^ 

VOL,  IT.  G  with 

^  A«  a  pAwf  of  thit,  w«  giTC  the  fcXkmivg  krter,  which  wit  written  to  Ad- 
fttnl  Graves  by  the  late  Captab  Pricey  of  hit  Majcfiy**  (loop  the  Viper,  on  be- 
bgordcrodtoica: 

*■  I  am  wf  mmdi  dtftrdTdi  for  Pfctty  Offieert,  u  well  ai  Wamntt;  tUf 
*CirpeMer  infirm,  aod  paft  duty  ;  my  Gunner,  made  from  a  livery  liarvaSt, 
IcaouMi  ner  giwncf ;  mj  Maflei  a  mao  ia  years,  oevrr  an  (Acer  bcCDret 
"  nide  from  a  B«  on  board  one  of  the  goardftip*,  be  thm  beeping  •  pnbUe- 
*  houfc  &t  Goijport.   Petry  Officers  1  have  but  one,  vho  owns  hiafclf  mad  at 

**  timftft 
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vich  cai^oes  of  militarf  ftotes  of  great  iraloe,  to  fail  from 

.  England  without  convoy.  Sevfral  of  them  were,  in  confc- 
C|uence  of  this  neel'jjcnt  con<?u£l,  taken  by  the  rebel  cruizers  v 
and  others  Cuiried  mto  their  ports  by  their  own  mailers  ur 
cuewSf  who  hoped  that  Gongrefs  woiald  UberaMj  reward  their 
treacber;.-  Thiis»  the  infurgents  got  viiexpe£ked  fuppUes  of 
the  arydes  whiel^  they  fo  mndl  wanted.  The  public  weie 
at  an  immenfe  cxpencc  in  provrding  airforts  of  (lores,  pro- 
viiions,  and  neceliaries»  for  the  Sect  and  army  ia  America  ^ 
bat  uD^OFtimafeelyy  the  reflels  on  board  of  which  they  weie 
put  were  Cb  long  of  iailiag  fxonv  England,  that  neither  the 
fleet  nor  army  reaped  any  benefit  from  them*  They  antTod 
on  the  Ar/icrican  coaft  when  ilrong  periodical  north-well  winds 
prevailed.  Thefc  blew  with  fuch  violence  this  year;  tJiat  nor 
one  of  the  veiTcIs  were  able  to  reach  the  portof  Boilon  v  wheic 
the  fituation  both  of  the  fleet  and  amy  became  every  day  moie 
and  more  nncomlbrtable* 

As  the  population  of  America  tncreafed,  and  its  Inhabitants 
beheld  their  rifmp  power  and  importance,  it  was  natural  for 
them  to  fpeculate  upon  circumflances  fo  flattering  to  their  na^ 
tbnal  ambition ;  and  to  ibrefee  and  foietel,  that  in  the  progrefa 
c»f  undefined  futurity,  America  muft  one  day  (hake  off  her 
dependiUGe  upon  Britain,  and  become  her&lf  a  great  and  tn« 
dependent  Empire.  Korean  it  M\nu[  of  i  doubt,  tliat  in  Ame- 
iica»  many  delighted  in  the  contempiatioa  of  fuch  a  profpe^, 
and  in  conrerling  on  the  probabilities  of  its  being  fome  day  tea* 
liflfed^  long  befaie  theie  was  any  dtfiigieeaent  with  the  parent 
ftate*  Familiarized  to  a  fpeenbtion  fo  plea  fin  g,  and  intereftcd 
in  the  hope  of  witOclLnp  to  great  au  cvcni,  the  miiuls  oi  the 
eoloxuiis  were  probably  more  irritable  than  they  would  otlier- 

wife 

«  tinK^  A  M4(ler*s  Mate  X  hvn  oor»  nor  wof  ose  t  cm  mie  i  Boatfwaio**  , 
•*  Mate.  Iha<«CBOt«ieperibiiIfloddttiift«iththechaiseQf  avdldi  Imi^ 
**'tBket*  bring  her  in. 

<•  I  dwaglit  it  my  duty  t»  inCDim  yon  tilhtt  ml  ftaie  of  tlie  iiip,  bdwt  Ae 

Mococded  to  lcs» 

"  1  am,  Itc 

«  DAVID  PRiC&  " 
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iHfe  have  been,  when  they  thouglit  that  the  Britifli  Govern- 
tnent  negk^d  their  complaints,  and  refufed  tedrefs  to  theit 
grievances.  Bot  wh^terer  might  have  been  the  otiginal  viewt 
ef  the  leading  men  among  the  Americatis,  when  the  firft  caufes 

of  difcontent  arofc,  the  progrefs  which  hoflilities  had  now 
made,  ajrgravated  by  the  occurrences  of  a  predatory  war,  had 
inflamed  the  vindictive  pafTions,  and  carried  both  parties  be* 
yood  the  bounds  of  teconciliatton.  The  dirafie£ked  Americans^ 
CBoooraged.by  the  ftahd  which  they  had  abvad^  made»  and  by 
tfieir  views  of  incteafing  ftrength,  looked  boldly  forward  tb 
the  coTifcquences  of  a  fuccefsfnl  ftruggle,  for  eltablifhing  an 
imiepcndcnt  government  of  their  own^  and»  anim;tted  by  tliele 
bopesy  determined  to  con6ne  their  operations  no  longer  to  de« 
fenfire  meafttres :  but«  in  their  turn,  to  aflsul  their  enemies 
where  they  uinpofed  them  to  be  moft  vubierable.  They  had 
tikcn  caic,  by  Hieir  c:r;iliai  ics,  to  be  well  informtil  of  the  dif*" 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  towards  them  :  and  they 
found  that  the  ftritlfh  Miniftry  were  deceived)  wheri  thev  fup- 
pofed  that  Che  conciliatory  a£^  of  Parliament^  paficd  in  the  1^ 
fefton,  had  attached  thd  Canadians  to  the  cavfe  of  Britain ; 
tnd  on  that  prcfumption,  had  fcnt  to  Quebec  military  (lores 
and  iaiall  arms  for  equipping  the  militia  of  that  province.  On 
the  contrary,  the  iniiabitants  of  Canada  were  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  the  eonceifions  of  Britain ;  and  in  particular,  were 
highly  difpkafed  with  the  unlimited  powers  which  had  beei& 
vetted  In  the  Governor^    Under  thefe  impreffions,  the  majority 

•f  then*  were  more  difpofcd  to  give  .i  i.ivourabk  reception  t6 
the  rebel  Americans,  than  to  co-operate  with  the  meaiurcs  of 
Government  to  refifl  them.  , 

In  the  invafion  of  Canada,  the  rebel  Congrefs  had  it  in  view 
Id  ftrengthen  their  caufe,  by  attaching  another  province  to  the 
American  league  j  and  they  were  encouraged  to  look  for  fuC- 
eefs  from  the  rmallncfi  of  the  I'irtiLii  force  under  Governor 
Carieton,  antl  from  the  probability  of  th.eir  being  joined  by  the 
dtfafie£ked.  The  hope  that,  by  pofieiTing  fo  important  a  co- 
tony,  they  might  obtain  a  more  favourable  compromife,  if  they 

G  t  Ihould 
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fliouUl  be  rcJuccd  to  tlic  necclTity  of  coming  to  an  accnm.i.oJa- 
tion  with  tlie  mother-country  ^  and  tlic  profpecl  of  ieizing  the 
grand  military  magazines  at  Qaebec»  ftimuUted  their  exertions 
to  oompiete  this  plant  before  any  fuccours  ibould  arrive  in  the 
fprin^  £som  England.  Thcf  determuied  to  mvade  Canad» 
from  two  different  quarters.  The  firft,  and  moft  formidable 
force,  was  to  proceed  from  Crown  Pnuit  j  and,  by  crofling  Lake 
'  Chunpiain  in  batteaux,  to  land  near  the  iile  aux  Noix.  After 
making  themfeirea  maftersrof  the  forts  on  the  river  Sorelli  they 
were  to  march  againft  the  city  of  Montreal,  whichi  as  1%  was- 
a  place  of  inconfiderable  (Irength,  they  fnppoied  they  contd 
eadly  t^ke,  and  then  full  iluwa  ihc  river  to  Quebec.  By  ihc 
time  of  their  arrival  there^  they  hoped  that  their  fccond  army 
might  alfo  be  before  lAit  city»  or  at  leaft  on  the  banks  of  tlic 
fiver  St.  lAnnrence;  and  ready  toco-operate  with  iheir  Ge> 
nerais  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,*  who  w^e  appointed  U> 
condu£l  the  rebel  army  from  Crown  Point^f  This  army  con- 
fiftcd  of  a  body  of  New  York  and  New  England  troops,  to  the 
amount  of  two  thoufand  hve  hundred  n^en.  Scarcely  were 
they  aflembled  there,  when  Aey  received  intelligence,  that 
Ibme  armed  veftb  of  confiderable  foice  were  preparing  at  Fort 
St.  John's,  to  proceed  to  the  lake  and  watch  their  motions. 
This  would  have  Ixeii  death  to  their  hopes;  for  as  they  li.ui 
only  batteaux  and  a  few  gun-boats,  they  could  not  pretend 
to  encounter  fuch  a  naval  force :  but  they  came  to  the  deter- 
mination ef  embarking  all  their  troops  and  proceeding  down- 
the  bke,  to  take  foch  a  polition  on  the  tfle  aux  Noix  as  woukl 
prevent  the  veueLs  frcm  entering  it,  and  from  thence  to  proceed 
:»gainft  Fort  St.  JtJm.  Having  accordiiigly,  on  the  uxth  of 
September,  fecured  this  important  pa(a,  tliey  proceeded  to- 
wards the  fort,  diftant  aboat  twelve  miles,  in  hopes  of  carrying 
it  by  a  cou^^  main  j.  but  in  this  they  were  difappointed.  The 
garriibn,  apprized  of  their  approach,  as  k)on  as  they  made  their 

appearance^ 

*  A  native  of  Irehsd.  who  tod  lut  jaSt  IbU  hit  compaoj  is  hit  Majcfij's 
i^th  regimeot  of  foot,  and  fettled  at  New  Xork;  wbere,  a  iinr  yean  bcfim^ 
kc  M  mankd  tbe  daugktcr  of  a  Mc.  JLivingfion. 

t  See  Note  17. 
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appearance,  began  fuch  a  warm  cannonadci  as  obliged  them 

to  retire  and  keep  at  a  diftance.  Soon  after  this,  being  aN 
tacked  by  fomc  Indians  in  the  Dritifli  intcreft,  tlicy  retreated  to 
their  aff  lam  at  the  llle  auxNoix ;  refolvtng  to  wait  there,  until 
their  artiOer^,  ftores,  and  reinforcements  ihouM  arriTC.  Te 
fcaften  their  arrtvaly  and  to  meet  fome  nations  of  Indians,  Ge- 
neral Schuyler  returned  to  Allnny,  where  he  fell  fick.  The 
chief  command  of  this  expedition  devolved  of  courfc  upon  Mr. 
Montgomery,  an  officer  of  Very  confiderable  abilities,  who  had 
ieen  a  deal  of  fenrice.  The  command  of  the  fecond  army^ 
which  Conjjrefs  defigncd  againft  Quebec,  was  given  to  Colonel 
Arnolt),  an  ofiicer  whofe  name  will  often  occur  in  the  courfc 
of  thefe  Memon-s.  This  force  confided  of  about  twelve  hun^ 
died  men,  who  left  the  camp  at  Cambridge  in  the  middle  of 
September,  and  marched  to  Newbury,  where  they  embarked, 
and  co  pied  along  about  forty  lengues  to  Gardiner's  town,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Kennebee,  in  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
Dure.  At  this  place  diey  quitted  their  fioops,  and  embarked  in 
two  hundred  batteaux,  carrying  their  (lores  and  proYtfions  along 
with  them.  iViliaps  few  inflances  Irave  been  recorded,  in  an- 
cient or  modern  hiftory,  of  a  military  exploit  that  does  more 
credit  to  its  condufler  than  this.  Whether  we  confider  its 
fpirit,  its  norelty,  the  difficulties  that  occurred,  the  hardihips 
fitftained  in  it,  or  the  conftancy  and  perfeverance  with  which 
it  was  executed,  all  fpeak  in  its  favour,  and  form  a  remarkable 
<^Tpl  n'  of  gcniu-^^,  adivity,  and  zeah^ 

While  General  Montgomery  continaed  at  the  Ifie  znx  Notx, 
he  difperfed  his  parties  over  that  part  of  the  country,  and  with 
gre^it  addrefs  prev.iiled  on  the  Indi;:ns  who  had  joined  Gencr.d 
Carleton  to  withdraw,  and  return  to  their  homes.  TI»c  fri^nd- 
6»p  of  the  favages  is  always  precarious,  and  little  to  be  depend- 

G  3  ed 

*  A  con^Iete  journal  of  Mr.  Arnolds  route  up  the  river  Kennebec  to  ill 
foorce,  and  Ticar  to  the  fource  of  the  river  ChcuJicra*.  to  which  river  they  coa* 
v«ycd  their  battcaux,  (lores,  &c.  and  fo  fell  down  with  the  ftream,  until  ihty 
took  pod  at  Point  Levi  oppolUe  to  Qjxtbec,  wouki  be  too  long  to  infcrt  in  t})c 
body  of  this  work  :  but  M  (fail  expedition  h  replete  with  curious  particulars,  for 
the  rcader'b  fati»fa^ioii«  a  particular  account  it  ii  infcrted  to  the  Appeodiz. 
i^Hott  a8.) 
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td  upon^  when  a  fuperior  enemy  makes  any  s^vantageotts  olfen 
them.        Montgomery  heing  joined  hy  tlie  reinforcement! 

he  cxpc£icd,  prepared  to  bcficgc  Fort  St.  John's  ;  into  which 
General  Carletcii  had  thrown  a  Itrong  garrifon,  confiiting  of 
the  greatefl  paru  of  the  leventh  and  twcnty-Cxth  regiments  of 
foot)  which  were  nearly  all  the  regular  troops  he  had  in  Ca» 
jiada*  The  place  was  well  provided  with  (lores,  and  he  gave 
the  command  of  it  to  Major  Ciiarles  Prcllon  of  the  twcnty-fixth 
legimeiit,  who,  he  was  fure,  would  make  a  gallant  defence, 
which  might  afibrd  htm  time  to  colle£k  and  arm  a  force  fuffir 
cient  for  raiiing  the  fiege.  At  this  period  did  the  adventurer 
Etlian  Allen,  who  Iiad  aflumed  the  title  of  Colonel,  draw  to* 
gether  a  fmall  body  of  rebel  American  troops,  and  fome  diff 
afie£led  Canadians,  and  with  the  utmod  confidence,  without 
the  orders,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  Genera^  Montgomery, 
march  againft  the  city  of  Montreal,  in  hopes  of  lignaltzing 
and  raifing  himfclf  into  importance  by  furprifing  it,  as  he  had 
done  the  fort  at  Ticonderago.  But  having  to  deal  with  an 
officer,  who  was  too  alert  to  admit  of  his  approaching  the  place 
unperceived,  he  received  a  check,  \irhich  completely  defeated 
his  cnterprizc.  On  the  twenty-lifth  of  September,  he  landed 
his  party  on  the  ifland  of  Montreal ;  and  a  few  miles  irom  the 
city  he  was  intercepted  on  his  march  by  the  militia,  under  the 
command  of  Britifli  oificers,  fupportrd  by  the  few  regular 
troops  who  were  in  the  town,  who  attacked  him  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  he  was  defeated  and  made  prifontr,  with  i\ciT 
forty  of  his  party.  This  fuceefs  gave  hopes  to  the  brave  Carie- 
ton,  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  compel  the  infurgents  to  quit 
the  province.  Indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  raife  a  force 
for  that  pupofe,  he  was  able  to  collef^  only  a  motley  crew, 
confuting  of  about  a  ihoiirnul  men.  With  thcfe  it  was  his 
intention  to  form  a  junction  with  Colonel  Maclean,  who  wa^ 
pofted,  with  about  three  Kindred  Scotch  Highland  emigrants^ 
newly  raifed,  near  the  influx  of  the  river  Sorell  {nto  the  river 
St.  Lnwrcfice  ;  but  in  his  endeavour?  to  execute  this  plan,  he 
was,  on  the  fccoiid  of  Oclobcr,  attacked  at  Longucii,  by  a 
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fbong  iletachment  of  the  lebelsy  who  eafily  repaifed  the  Ca« 
nadian  militia,  and  obliged  him  to  retiie  to  Montreal. 

General  Montgomery  now  proceeded  in  his  operations  with- 
out farther  interruption ;  his  numbers  being  fuch  as  to  com- 
mand all  the  country  to  the  banks  of  the  mer  St.  Lawrence^ 
and  the  Canadians  fupplying  his  army  with  plenty  of  all  forts 
of  provifions.    He  befieged  Fort  St.  John  in  form,  but  met 
%vith  greater  rcTi (lance  tliun  he  had  expe£led  :  and  finding  that 
his  aniiiery  was  too  light,  and  that  lie  was  likely  to  fall  Ihgrt 
dI  powder,  he  devifed«n 'expedient  to  remedy  both  thefe  de- 
le^.  He  had  been  informed  that  Fort  Chamble,  fituated 
feme  miles  down  the  Sorell  from  Fort  St.  John's,  was  not  in  a 
very  defenlibie  condition,  ^though  well  fupplicd  with  artillery 
and  (tores.    For  a  while  he  turned  the  ficge  of  Fort  St.  John 
into  a  blockade,  and  fat  down  before  Fort  Chamble,  which  was 
g arrifoned  hf  a  fmati  detachment  lyf  the  feventh  regiment,  com- 
manded by  the  Honourable  Major  Stopford.    The  pbce  being 
incapable  of  defence,  the  Major  was  under  the  nccoiTity  of  ca-» 
pitnlattng,  on  the  20th  of  O^ober.*   From  the  large  fnpplies 
t>f  artillerf  and  military  ftores  found  in  this  place.  General 
Woingomcry  was  lujw  ciiablcd  to  refume  his  operations  agaiaffc 
fort  St.  John,  with  much  greater  ctictl  than  before :  but  the 
garrifon  perfevercd  in  malnng  a  moft  obfttnate  defence,  and 
vnderwent  the  greateft  hardfhips,  both  from  a  fcatcity  of  pro- 
Tifions  and  fuel ;  till  at  laft,  having  no  profpeft  of  relief.  Major 
Predon  was  necefTitated  to  furrcnder  on  the  third  of  Novem- 
ber*   He  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  few  days  to  deliberate,  in 
•hopes  that  General  Carleton  might  be  able  to  make  fome  efibrt 
to  fav€  fhem  ^  but  on  account  of  the  latenefs  and  feyerity  o)F 
the  kaiun,  tins  was  i  tlulcd.f  As  fuoii  as  General  Montgomery 
became  maiterjpf  the  fort,  he  pufhed  forward  a  ibrong  detach- 
ment to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorell,  a  place  fortified  with  heavy 
artillery,  which  commanded  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the 
mer  St.  Lawrence.    The  rebels  got  pofleffion  of  it,  and  forced 
Colonel  Maclean,  with  his  emi'Trants,  to  rctjre  to  Quebec. 
Ceneral  Carleton  now  found,  that  it  would  be  impolTible  to 

G  4  prevent 

*  See  Note  19.  f  See  Mote  3a 
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prevent  the  city  of  Montieal  from  fallmg  into  the  hands  of  tho 
enemy.    He  therefore  caufed  a  great  quantity  of  military  ilores 

to  be  dcRioycd,  and  embarked  the  remainder,  wuli  Coloiiei 
I'relcot,  oil  board  of  eleven  vcflcls,  in  hopes  tliat  they  would  be 
able  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  rebels  poded  at  the  point  of 
the  Sorell»  and  fall  down  the  river  jto  Quebec*  Several  efforts 
were  made  for  this  purpofc  ;  but  the  infurfrents  were  fo  much 
0:1  Lii.ii  ^uavu,  .iiul  their  poll  was  fo  ucU  luppUcdwitli  iirtillci  y, 
that  ail  their  endeavours  to  proceed  down  the  river  were 
iinfuccefsful,  and  the  boats  were  obliged  to  retire  towards 
Montreal,  of  which  city  General  Montgomery  took  poflelTioo 
on  the  1 2tb  of  November.  General  Carteton  dreading  that 
his  little  fleet  mud  alfo  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  endea« 
voured  to  mnkc  liis  efcape  by  night,  and  gi  iting  into  a  row-boat 
with  muffled  paddks^  kept  clolc  to  the  nortli  ihorc,  and  for- 
tunately .was  not  perceived ;  by  which  meani,  he  reached 
Quebec  on  the  19th  of  November*  1*he  day  after  the  efcapo 
of  General  Carleton,  (November  17th}  the  rebels  were  making 
prcparntions  for  aii.ic^ing  the  veflels  j  on  v.Iiich  Colonel  Tref- 
cot  capitulated*  On  board  of  the  vcflcls  were  found  the  Co* 
lonely  eleven  other  cfficcrs,  one  hundred  and  twenty  foldiers, 
beOdes  failors ;  (even  hundred  and  Ci:^y  barrels  of  flour*  fiy 
hundred  and  feventy-five  barrels  of  beef,  three  hundred  and 
feventy-Hx  firkins  of  butter,  ihrcc  baiicls  uf  ^uiipowiicr  j  can- 
non, four  nine  snd  fix  pounders,  with  a  great  quantity  of  can- 
non*ihot  and  gun-carriages ;  eight  drclls  of  iinall  ufiiSf  and  a 
quantity  of  ammunition  j  two  hundred  pair  of  (hoes>^^d  t 
great  number  of  intrenching  took }  all  of  which  articks  prftw^ 
an  important  acquifition  to  the  infurgents.  licfurc  General - 
ivIout^onK-ry  entered  the  city  of  P^Iontreal,  the  ii^hnbiianib  had 
propolcd  articles  of  capitulation,  or  rather  a  lort  of  general 
treaty  but  he  entiTcIy  reje^led  it>  bccaufe  they  were  in  no 
ilate  of  defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capitulation^  and  were  un- 
able to  fulfil  any  conditions  into  which  they  might  enter.  In 
order,  however,  to  quiet  tiieir  raiiids,  Iccuic  ilicir  aiivc- 
ticr^s^  ];c  returned  tl^em  au  anfwer  in  writing ,  iu  which  he 

pledged 
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pkdged  his  honour^  that  the  continent^  army^  having  a  ge- 
nerous dtiHaiii  of  eveiy  of  oppreffioo  and  violence,  and  being 
come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  liberty  and  fecurity, 

would  maintain  in  the  peaceubU  pofil^irion  of  tlieir  property  of 
e?ery  kind)  the  indivi4uals  and  religious  communities  of  the  city 
of  Montreal ;  and  with  tbefe  afliirances  they  refted  perfe£tly 
latiified*  Here  he  got  hij  troops  properly  cloathed  for  the  feafon, 
and  the  laborious  enterprize  they  had  undertaken  ;  he  foan 
after,  began  his  march  for  Quebec,  with  about  three  thoufand 
men,  leaving  fome  men  in  the  forts  he  had  taken  and  at  Mon- 
treal, to  which  places  the  Congrefs  immediately  Cent  reinforce* 
ments,  under  General  Woofter.   In  the  mean  time,  Colond 
Arnold,  who  h.\d  with  great  perfcverancc  purfuca  hi^  mute,  o:i 
the  7th  of  November  he  arrived  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  river 
Sl  Lawrence,  uid  next  day  took  pofleilaon  of  Point  Levi,  dp- 
pofite  to  Quebec.   The  Lizard  frigate.  Hunter  lloop^  and  an 
armed  fcliooncr,  were  ordered  to  be  fo  flaiioiied  as  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  croihng  the  river,  and  all  the  boats  that  could 
be  found  were  prqperiy  fecured ;  but  the  Canadians  were  their 
friends,  and  not  only  fupplied  them  with  plenty  of  provifions, 
but  colleAed  thirlyofive  canoes,  in  which  they  conveyed  the 
greateft:  part  of  Mr.  Arnold's  troops  ncrofs  the  river,  in  the  niglit 
of  the  13th  of  November.    Next  day  he  cantoned  his  men  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  General 
Montgomery  with  his  troops  from  Montreal.    On  the  14th,  he 
fummoned  die  town  to  fubmi:  ^  Li::  ids  fl.ip^  was  lived  .lI  iiuni 
the  ramparts.    On  the  19th,  he  made  a  movement  towards 
Point  au  Tremble,  about  feven  leagues  above  the  city }  and  on 
that  very  day.  General  Carleton  fortunately  reached  Quebec, 
toAe  great  joy  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants,  and  inftantly 
took  every  meafure  in  his  power  to  make  as  vigorous  a  defence 
as  polhble.    He  convened  the  merchants  of  the  place,  who, 
having  very  valuable  property  there,  refolved  to  (tand  by  the 
Governor.  They  were  accordingly  embodied ;  as  were  a  corps 
of  Ca  nadian  volunteers.    Thefe,  wnh  one  company  of  the 
k?cnth  regiment,  a  few  artillery  men,  and  the  failors  bclong- 
mg  to  his  Majclly's  ihips,  and  the  tranfports  and  trading  vefi'els 
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then  at  Quebec,  conilituted  his  motley  garrilbn.*  The  Go- 
vernor dispatched  a  vcSci  for  £ogland  to  gnre  an  account  of  hit 
lituadoni  and  put  into  her  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder  and 
fmall  arms,  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  if 
hy  adverfe  accidents  he  fliould  be  compelled  to  furrender  the 
city.  He  alfo  obliged  all  perfons,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
who  would  not  cake  arms  in  its  defence,  to  quit  the  place.  This 
was  a  very  wife  precaution  5  for  by  it,  he  got  rid  not  only  of 
the  ufelefsbut  of  the  diLiiicciccl,  who  u'erenot  a  few.  It  prov- 
ed a  mod  fortunate  circumftance  lor  the  garrkon,  that  Colonel 
Arnold,  when  he  crofed  the  riTer  on  the  13th,  had  left  his 
fcaKng  ladders  with  the  troops  he  had  polled  at  Pcnnt  Levi ;  for 
if  he  had  marched  boldly  up  to  the  walls,  immediately  after 
his  letter  had  been  refufed  admittance  on  the  14th,  it  is  next 
to  a  certainty  that  he  might  haire  carried  the  place  by  efcalade : 
as  no  plan  of  defence  had  then  been  formed^  every  thhig  was 
in  great  confufion  and  uproar,  and  the  numerous  friends  the 
enemy  thai  had  in  the  city,  would  have  taken  a  decided  pait 
ill  liis  favour.  General  Carkton  alFigned  a  particular  (lation, 
for  each  of  the  corps  of  which  bis  ganifon  was  compofed  i  sill 
was  now  regularity  and  good  order :  the  King^s  (hips  were 
brought  into  the  harbour  j  their  men,  headed  by  their  own 
oiliceis,  were  landed,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a  formidable 
regiment  of  artiUeryt  which  perfoimed  wonders  during  the 
ficgc- 

General  Montgomery  and  Colonel  Arnold,  having  formed 

a  jun^iion  of  the  forces  under  their  refpc^Vivc  commands  at 
Point  au  Tremble,  appeared  belore  Quebec  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember; and  the  former*  elated  with  the  fuccefs  which  had 
luthcrto  attended  his  c^perationsi  fiacchctookup  atnuagainft 

his 
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his  SoverejgOi  fent  a  flag  of  truce>  accompanied  w  ith  a  note, 
worded  in  veiy  extraordinary  termsy  to  General  Carleton,* 
peremptorily  requiring  immediate  pofieifion  of  the  town.  The 

Governor  tre^.ted  it  with  the  contempt  which  it  Jcicrve.i,  uii.i 
would  not  receive  it>  refuting  to  have  any  intercourfc  with  the 
rebels  unlefs  they  came  to  implore  his  Majefty's  mercy«  Jifir. 
Montgomery^  finding  his  threats  made  no  impieffion  on  this 
worthy  veteran,  refolved  to  begin  his  operations  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  opened  upon  the  town  a  battery  of  five  fmall  murt.irb,  and 
(oon  after  another  of  iiz  pieces  of  cannon:  but  the  meul  of  both 
was  too  light  to  have  any  tScGt  on  the  fortifications.  At  this 
time  the  fnow  lay  deep  on  the  ground,  and  the  cold  was  tn* 
tenfe-,  yet,  the  rebel  iulJiijri,  bore  tiie  fatigues  of  the  fiege,  with 
a  fortitude  that  would  have  done  credit  to  veteran  troops.  TIic 
enemy's  General,  finding  that  he  was  not  likely  to  carry  his 
point  by  regular  approaches,  refolved  to  alter  his  mode  of  slU 
tack,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  place  by 
ftorm.  He  had  various  rcafons  which  flimulated  him  to  this 
attempt  He  wifbed  to  put  an  end,  if  poflible,  to  the  great  fa* 
tiguet  of  hisfoldiers.  He  feared,  that  as  their  time  of  fervice 
was  near  expiring,  he  might  foon  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep  tliCTii  from  demanding  their  difcharges,  difbanding,  and 
feeking  their  way  home.  He  was  aihamed  to  retreat  from  be- 
fore a  place,  whofe  garrtfon  he  had  treated  with  infulti  efpecial- 
ly,  after  the  aflurances  of  conqueft  which  he  had  given  to  Con* 
grefs,  who,  in  confequcnce  of  them,  regarded  Quebec  as  their 
own,  from  tlie  time  when  their  forces  laid  liege  to  it.  Ail  thcfc 
confidcrations  had  great  weight  with  Mr.  Montgomery :  and 
perhaps  he  thought  more  of  them,  than  of  the  dangers  he  rif« 
quedfromperfeveringin  lusdefign,  and  of  the  infufficiencyof  hts 
force  for  accomplilliing  fuch  an  enterprize.  He  continued  his 
fire  fromhi$  batteries,  rather  with  a  deiign  to  harrais  and  amufc 
the  garrifon,  than  from  any  profpe^  of  fuccefs  by  their  efie^s 
upon  the  place }  and  he  had  hopes  that  this  would  prevent  Ge»  ' 
geral  Carleton  from  penetrating  into  his  intentions.    He  wiOv* 
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€d  to  pvc  a  general  alarm  to  the  town;  but  liis  real  attacks 
were  dcilined  againft  the  upper  town  on  the  l.ind-fide.  Wlien 
all  was  ready  for  execution,  three  of  his  foldiers  deferte<l»  got 
into  the  to  WD,  and  gave  a  full  account  of  what  was  in  agita'* 
tion  to  General  Carlcton,  who  accordingly  took  every  meafnre 
fo  make  a  moft  vigorous  defence.  By  the  precautions  wliich 
JMr.  Montgomery  obicrved  to  be  taking  in  the  town,  lie  con- 
jectured that  his  fcheme  of  afiaolt  had  been  difcovered  i  but  he 
w?s  fo  prepoilefled  with  the  hopes  of  its  fuccefsy  that  he  would 
not  rchnquiOi  the  cmerprize,  and  determined  only  to  ahcr  th^ 
mode  of  it,  by  changing  his  principal  attacks  from  the  upper  to 
the  lower  town,  next  the  river.  There  he  fuppofed  they  would 
now  be  leaft  expected }  and  alfo  hoping  to  find  but  a  feeble 
oppofition,  he  thought  that  he  would  be  able  to' penetrate  into 
the  heart  of  the  place,  before  a  fufficient  force  could  be  af- 
fembled  to  repel  his  aflault.  The  morning  of  the  3 1  ft  of  De* 
cember  was  chofen  for  putting  his  plan  in  execution  $  and  at 
«n  early  hour  he  made  the  following  difpofition  of  his  forces. 
He  divided  them  into  four  unequal  detaelinients  :  the  two 
fmaikit  were  ordered  againit  the  upper  town  -as,  feints,  but  to 
go  near  enough  the  works  to  give  their  approach  all  the  appear* 
ance  of  a  real  attack ;  the  two  largeft  were  defigned  againil 
different  parts  of  the  lower  town,  and  to  a£l  with  eflecl.  1  Lc 
firft  of  thefe  divifions  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Montgomery;  the 
other  by  Mr.  Arnold.  The  attacks,  real  and  feigned,  were  to 
begin  at  the  fame  tone  %  and  this  Mr.  Montgomery  fuppofed 
would  fo  diftradt  the  garrifon,  that  either  he  or  Mr.  Arnold 
\rould  find  an  oppoitur.ity  to  terminate  the  undertaking  fuc- 
ceisfuUy.  Every  part  oi  the  town  appeared  to  be  equally 
thyeatened»  from  the  fide  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  along  the 
fortified  front,  and  round  the  bafon :  the  garrifbn  was  very 
aLrt,  but  it  was  not  in  the  Governor's  power,  for  fomc  tim^ 
to  determine  where  lie  w.i5  to  apprehend  the  greateft  danger. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft,  the  enemy's  troops  having 
paradedi  with  the  proper  officers  at  the  head  of  their  refpec- 
tive  detachmeots^  General  Montgomery  and  Colonel  Arnold 
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moved  off  fir  ft;  but  had  a  long  detour  to  make  before  they 
could  reach  the  places  they  intended  to  attack  :  they  were 
favoured  by  a  violent  Tnow  ftornn  and  about  five  in  the  mom-* 
ii^  Mr.  Montgomery,  at  the  head  of  the  New  York  troops» 
arrived  at  a  pLice  culLd  ^Viu^wJ  Merc,  immediately  under 
Cape  Diamond and  the  Hgtial  for  the  afTauit  having  been 
pvetii  it  cofumeticed.  But  the  rebels  had  been  difcovered  by 
a  Captain  of  the  Highlanders  going  his  rounds^  who  ordered 
bis  drum  to  beat  to  arms  j  on  which  the  garrifon  flew  to  their 
armS}  and  every  man  repaired  to  his  pofl  with  the  utmoft 
•lacrity.  This  was  the  fitoation  of  tilings,  when  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery and  his  attendants^  at  the  head  of  his  troops^  advanced 
to  the  aflatdt*  After  having  cut  down  fome  paKfades  which 
ojllru£led  their  way,  tlity  pii^lud  on  10  lUc  next  barrier  j 
where,  as  Toon  as  they  made  their  appearance,  fcveral  cannoit 
loaded  with  grape-ibot  were  difcharged  with  fuch  good  aim» 
^t  General  Montgomery,  his  aid^e*camp,  and  a  number  of 
private  men,  were  killed.  A  ii^uvy  iire  of  miifquetry  fiiccccd- 
ed,  by  which  iliis  detachment,  now  headed  by  a  Mr.  Canip» 
bell,  were  fo  feverely  galled>  that  they  were  glad  to  feek  for 
fafety  by  a  moft  precipitate  retreat. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Arnold  proceeded  to  put  his  order?? 
in  execution.  The  party  he  headed  was  compoied  chiefly  uf 
his  brave  aflbciates>  who  had  accompanied  him  from  New 
England,  fupported  by  fome  New  York  artillery.  Their  at- 
tack was  againil  that  parr  of  the  lower  town  called  the  Saut 
aux  IMatelot  :  they  penetrated  through  the  fuburb  called  3t. 
Koqucs,  and  afl'aulted  a  fmall  but  \rell-JcfeJided  battery, 
which  they  carried  with  confiderable  lofs,  after  near  an  hour's 
veG (lance.  Here  Mr.  Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a 
mufquet-bajl,  and  obliged  to  be  canied  to  tiicir  camp.  His 
fucceilbr  in  command  led  on  hi  .  men  with  tpirit  to  the  next 
barrier  i  but  by  this  time,  Mr.  Montgomery's  party  having 
been  defeated.  General  Carletoo  was  enabled  to  bring  a  very 
confiderable  force  againft  them.  A  great  refiftance  was  now 
xaadc  to  Uiem  in  iioin  ^  and  the  Governor  leaving  obfcrvcd 
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Iiofw  they  were  fituatcd,  ordered  a  ftrong  fortic,  accompanied 
by  fome  field-pieces,  to  be  made  at  tlie  fame  time,  under 
Capuin  Law8»  who  attacked  them  in  the  rear,  and  fent  in 
m^ny  prifoners*   Captain  M<Dougal  afterwards  brought  a  re« 
tnfercefnenc  to  Captain  Law6»  which  attacked  the  enemy  in 
the  poft  they  had  taken.    Nor  would  their  coiulitluu  have  been 
mended  by  attempting  to  regain  their  camp  ;  as  they  muf):  ne* 
cefiarily  have  taken  a  roiite^  where  they  would  have  been  ex- 
poled  to  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the  town»  at  the  diftance 
of  only  fifty  yards,  for  a  very  confiderable  length  of  way. 
Thus  difagreeabiy  circumftanteti,  and  hemmed  in  on  every 
Ada^  they  continued  to  make  refiftance  for  a  long  time  ;  wheit 
having  loft  a  nninber  of  men»  they  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war.   Thus,  the  corps  under  Mr.  Arnold  were 
caught  as  it  were  in  a  trap  j  liimlelf  and  a  few  others,  who 
were  wounded  and  carried  off  eariy>  were  all  tliat  efcaped : 
the  remainder  were  either  killed  or  made  priibners,  many  of 
tlie  latter  being  wounded.    On  this  occafion,  the  rebels  loft 
between  fix  and  feven  hundred  men,  and  about  fifty  officers,  in 
kiiled>  wounded,  and  priloncrs.    Governor  Carleton  fcnt  a 
party  who  feized  on  their  five  mortars^  and  one  6f  their 
cannon^  and  brought  them  into  the  town.   The  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  Britiih  during  this  aBTault,  confided  of  one  officer,  viz. 
lieutenant  Matthew  Anderfon  of  the  navy,  a£^ing  as  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  garnion,  and  four  men  killed,  and  feven  wounded. 
After  this  check,  the  enemy  withdrew  their  forces  to  the  dift- 
anceof  about  three  miles  from  Quebec,  and  there  fortified  them^ 
fclves  •,  but  kept       p!:ice  fo  efFe£lualiy  bleekailed,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  fupplies  from  being  thrown  into  it.  General  Carleton^ 
as  humane  as  he  is  brave^  treated  his  prifoners  with  great 
kindnefsy  and  permitted  the  body  of  Mr.  Montgomery  to  be 
huried  with  military  honours.   We  will  new  turn  from  the 
^arrifon  of  Quebec  to  review  the  occurrences  at  Bollon,  and 
leave  the  remaining  part  of  the  narrative  of  this  famous  fiege* 
until  we  come  to  treat  of  the  operations  in  the  year  i77t$. 
It  was  the  middU  of  November,  before  General  Howe  wm 
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able  to  get  the  army  under  his  command  into  winter-qnarters  ^ 
and  toon  after  tksit»  Major^  General  Burgoyne  faiied  for  £ng«* 
land,  m  Kb  Majeily*s  (hip  the  Boyne.  Upon  learning,  that  the 
Congrcfs  liad  ordered  a  large  body  of  their  forces  to  invade 
the  province  of  Canada,  General  Howe  was  extremely  defirous 
to  fend  a  reinforcement  of  troops  to  General  Carleton  at  Que- 
bec9  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  made  application  to  Vice»> 
AdmiTal  GraTes  for  a  ihip  of  war  to  efcort  them  thither.  The 
AclmirAl  uouM  have  complied  cheerfully  wiJi  this  requeff, 
but  the  feafoii  oi  the  year  was  by  tliis  time  io  far  advanced^ 
that  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  confult  with  fuch  of  the  navy 
officers  aa  had  heen  at  Quebec,  and  were  well  acquainted  wifh 
the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.    They  all  gave  it  as 
their  c^imon,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  a  fieet  of  tranfports  to 
pioceed  fo  late  in  the  feafon  to  Quebec  $  on  which  General 
Howe^  with  great  relu^ance,  was  forced  to  relinqniOi  the 
defign.    Some  frigates,  one  tranfport,  having  a  company  of 
the  7th  regiment  on  board,  and  fome  ordnance  fhips  and  vef- 
iieis,  arrived  ait  Bollon  from  England,  having  on  board  three 
componiea  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery.    An  ordnance 
(hip,  having  on  board  ftores  of  great  value  and  importance, 
after  being  fcveral  times  at  the  mouth  of  the  hathjur,  and 
under  the  efcort  of  a  (hip  of  war,  was  forced  off  the  coail  by 
lempeftuoiis  weather,  ftparated  from  the  King's  fliip^  and  at 
fail  taken  by  one  of  the  enemy's  fmall  privateers,  and  carried 
into  one  of  their  ports.    Had  the  three  companies  of  artillery 
been  diftributcd  on  board  of  the  ordnance  fliips,  this  difafter 
might  eafily  have  been  prevented.    The  line  of  battle  (hip* 
being  ordered  to  tetitm  to  England,  the  Vice^Admiral  fent 
the  Phoenix  of  forty.'four  guns,  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  jun.  to 
iclieve  the  Alia,  L\iptj:ii  Wtndeput,  at  New  York. 

About  this  tioie,  the  rebel  Congrcfs  licclarcd  it  to  be  felony 
for  any  one  to  correfjpond  with  the  King's  fttbje£t8 ;  and  exert>- 
ed  themfelves  in  endeavouring  to  eftabliih  a  naval  force  at 
Philadelphia  and  other  of  their  ports,  of  wliich  Jt  Mf.  Hopkins 
was  appointed  Commander  ia  Chief. 

Notwitb- 
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^otwididanding  the  winter  feafon  and  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  Admif^l  Gram  kept  his  fquadron  extremely  adive, 
and  fent  out  as  many  frigates  and  floops  as  he  could  poflihJy 

fpare  from  the  port  duty  at  Coflon,  to  cruize  lii  oicicr  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  privateers  from  picking  up  any  of  the  fhips 
wkh  fupplies  and  troops,  which  the  Admiral  and  General  fo 
Wiiottfly  expe£led  from  £nglaiid. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  his  Majefly's  Ibip  Fowey  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  Captain  George  Montagu,  while  cruizing  off  Cape 
Aiine,  fell  in  wuli,  and  after  a  chacc  of  two  hours  and  a  half, 
took  the  brig  WaOiington,  mounting  Qj,  iix-pounders,  four 
fonr-poundersy  and  ten  fwivels*  and  haring  a  crew  offerent^^ 
four  men.  jShe  was  commanded  by  Sion  Mardngaky  and  was 
equipped  at  the  expence  of  Congieis,  and  by  them  commiffion- 
cd.  She  was  the  firft  TdTei  taken  from  the  enemy  tkit  was 
a£luaily  fitted  for  war. 

In  order  to  difturh  the  Britiih  fifliers,  and  prevent  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  iiland  of  Su  John,  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
from  (ending  lumber  to  any  of  his  Maje(ly*s  iflands  in  the 
"NVcft  Indies,  the  enemy  fent  two  armed  fchooners  from 
Marblehead,  which  vifitetl  iomt  of  the  northern  ports.  After 
having  been  in  Canfo  road,  where  they  forbade  the  maflers  of 
feveral  vefiels  which  they  found  there,  to  carry  fupplies  of  any 
fort  to  his  Majefty^s  troops  at  Boilon,  or  to  any  part  of  his  Msk  . 
jefty^s dominions,  they  proceeded  totheifiandof  St.  John,  where 
they  took  a  fmall  vcfiel  on  board  of  which  was  forty  tons  of 
butter,  made  the  Lieutenant-Goiemor  of  the  iiland  a  priioner, 
and  took  him  away  with  them  \  on  pretence  of  his  inlilUng 
Yoluntcers  for  the  royal  army  and  the  militia  of  the  iiland. 
From  this  they  went  to  Barrtngton  harbour,  and  there  took  a 
fmall  veflel  laden  v.  tl;  fifh  ;  after  which,  they  returned  home. 
By  autunw  this  year  the  enemy's  privateers  were  amazingly  in- 
ereafcd  in  number ;  and  as  moft  of  them  were  exceedingly 
quickoiailing  ^tffcU,  they  became  very  daring,  and  even  came 
in  fight  of  his  Majedy's  Oiips  in  Bofton  bay,  which  made  the 
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fquatiron  very  alert  in  their  exertions  to  capture  them.    A , 
fimli  fleet  of  tnnfpofts^  under  eicort  of  the  Tartar  frigate^ 
hanog  hay  and  provifiom  on  board  for  the  ale  of  the  army^  - 
from  the  Bay  of  Funtly  in  Nova  Scotia,  arriTed  offBofton  on. 

the  23d  of  Kovcmber;  and  all  thcin  got  into  that  port  ex* 
cept  the  ihip  Hunter  and  u  brig,  which  heing  a  iittk  way 
tiiem»  and  the  wind  (hifttng  fuddenly,  were  obliged  to  come 
to  andior  without  the  harbour^  This  was  obfenrcd  by  two 
of  the  enemy's  privateers  wImlIi  li.ul  followed  the  convoy;  nntl 
fuppofing  that  no  iliip  of  war  woukl  be  able  to  come  to  the 
ftfhdince  of  the  tranfports,  they  attacked,  boarded,  aud  carried, 
them,  and  even  fet  one  of  them  on  (ire.  Captain  Parker,  o£ 
the  Phoenix,  who  commanded  in  Nantailcct  road,  made  the 
fignai  for  tfic  Raven  floop  to  (lip  and  go  to  the  aid  of  the  two 
tranfpoits,  which  was  inflnntly  obeyed.  This,  however,  would 
hare  been  of  no  avail,  if  the  whole  tranfa£^ion  had  not  beeit 
fortunately  obfcrvcd  by  Lieutenant  John  Bourmafter,*  agent 
of  tr.infports,  who  was  ihen  on  ho?.rti  of  the  I.mprefs  of  RuHia, 
a  large  tranfport  well-armed,  and  llaticmed  oil  the  rock  on 
winch  the  light-houfe  of  Bodon  (lood,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
tef^tng  the  artificers  em  ployed  in  repairing  it.  TJpoftobferving 
the  rebel  privateers  fire  at  the  two  veflels  at  anchor,  he  in- 
ftantiy  flipped  his  cable  antl  made  for  them  :  and  being  much 
neater  them  than  the  Raven  ikx>p,  he  arrived  in  time  to  retake 
both  the  tranfports,  and  toextingutfh  the  flames  of  theTeflel 
which  the  enemy  had  fet  on  fire.  The  privateers,  on  the  ap* 
proach  of  the  J'^mprefs  oflluJUa,  made  off  with  a  pref^  of  fail, 
and  efFc^led  their  efcape.  General  Jlowe  was  fo  fenlibie  oi;  tlie 
important  fervice,  which  Mr.  Bourmailer  had  rendered  td  the 
army  by  his  bravery  and  a^ivity  on  this  occafion,  that  he  next 
day  wrote  him  a  letter  of  thanks  ;  and,  wlien  Lord  Howe  came 
to  the  coniniaiul  of  the  fleet  on  this  Hal  ion,  made  his  Lordihip 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  this  ai\ion,  in  confeqttence 
of  which,  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  King's 
IWp.  On  the  29th  of  November,  the  Jupiter,  one  of  the 
VOL.  IV.  H  above 
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sbove  mentioiied  Utile  fleeti  commanded  by  Lietttenam  Dick* 
snCoiiy  agent  of  tvanfpom^  haying  a  cargo  oi  hay  on  boards  waa 
let  on  fife  by  %htnfiig :  and  notwi^ftandkig  every  effort  to 
fave  her,  was  entirely  confumed.  His  Majefty's  ihip  Mercury 
happened  to  be  near  her  when  this  accident  happened  i  and  the 
boats  which  ibe  fenc  to  her  affiftance,  pfo?ed  themean^ofiaT-* 
ing  all  the  people*  cseqpt  a  Colonel  Day  of  the  province  of 
Nova  Scptta,  a  firm  friend  to  Government^  who  waa  unfortu* 
nately  drowned. 

On  the  jotbof  December,  Rear- Admiral  Shuldfiam  arrived 
atBoiion^  in  his  Majeity's  (hip  the  Chatham  of  fifty  guns  ;  and 
on  the  27th  of  January  foUowin^^  Vioe-Admiral  Graves  de- 
Uveied  over  the  command  of  the  fi|uadion  to  him,*  and  failed 
ibr  England  in  ilie  PteiEoa. 

For  feveral  months  after  General  Wafliinjsrton  had  a  (Turned 
tlie  command  of  the  rebel  army  before  Bodun,  his  htuatiou  was 
extremely  cri^aK  A  great  fcardty  of  miUla(ry  ftoies»  patti* 
Ctthrly  of  gunpowder*  obliged  him  to  z€t  with  much  circum- 
^dion,  until  their  cniizers  brought  him  an  ample  fupply  of 
thefe  iinicks,  from  tlie  prizes  which  they  had  made  uf  orduance, 
tranlports,  ^nd  Aore(hips,  defined  ior  the  ufe  oi  the  Britifh 
army.  But  great  as  this  didrefs  was,  he  had  to  encounter  one 
ftill  greater :  the  time  of  fervicc  for  which  his  men  had  been 
inlifted  wai  expired^  aiid  an  army  muft  be  raifed  to  replace 
them.  All  this  was  (b  completely  and  fecretly  accomplifhed, 
that  although  the  Britifh  Geturnls,  with  an  army  of  twenty 
veteran  battalions,  and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  were 
within  icis  than  a  mile  of  the  rebels,  they  diicovered  neither 
iheir  want  of  gunpowder,  nor  their  diibonding  one  army  and 
lecruiting  another,  in  fufiicient  time  to  derive  any  important 
advantage  from  tlieir  diltrcfs.  It  15  hardly  poflibic  to  conceive 
how  fuch  occurrences  could  be  concealed  ;  but  the  facl  atfords 
nn  aftonifhing  proof,  at  once  of  the  attachment  and  EdcUty  of 
the  enem  y's  (bldieiB  to  the  cauic  in  which  they  were  engaged^ 
and  of  the  unanimity  of  the  provinces  ui  oppofing  the  meafiuet 
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irf  the  Bntifh  Government.  The  advantages  which  were  held 
out  by  the  Congrefs,  to  encourage  the  importation  of  gun^ 
powder  and  all  forts  of  military  (lores  for  tlieir  armyi  did  not 

fail  to  allure  the  French,  :ind  even  the  Dutch,  to  fupply  them, 
vith  thefe  articles,  although  the  States  General  had  ifTued  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  their  fubje^s  to  carry  on  fuch  traffic 
with  the  difaffedled  Americans. 

The  fituation  of  aflTairs  m  America  rendered  an  early  meeN 
ing  of  the  Parliament  abrolutcly  neceflary.  It  met  accordmg-* 
ly  on  the  26th  day  of  Ocluber,  when  the  King  made  the  foi«* 
lowing  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  s 

Mj  Lords  md  Gen^inMif 

'  ^  The  prefent  fituation  of  America)  and  my  conftant  deOtd 
^  to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and  afliftance,  on  ever)r 

•»  important  occafion,  have  determined  mc  to  call  you  thus 
*»  early  together. 

Thofe  who  have  long  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  inflame 
my  people  in  America  by  grofs  mifreprefentations,  and  to'in«* 
fiife  into  their  minds  a  fyilem  of  opinions  repugnant  to  th6 
••true  cnnllitution  of  the  colonic;,  and  to  their  fubordinatc  re- 
^  lation  to  Great  Britain,  now  openly  avow  tlieir  revolt,  hoiti-* 
**  lity,  and  rebellion.   They  have  raifed  trdops,  and  are  xtoU 
1e£ling  a  naval  force ;  they  have  feized  the  public  revenue; 
•*  and  alTumcd  to  themfelves  legiflative,  executive,  and  judicial 
*'  powers,  which  they  already  exercifc,  in  the  mod  arbitrary 
<*  manner,  over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  their  fellow-fub^ 
je£ls :  and  although  many  of  thefe  unhappy  peofik  may  ftitt 
^  retain  their  loyalty,  and  may  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fatal 
coi;k  quence  of  this  ufurpatiDn,  and  uiihtorefift  it;  yet  the 
torrent  of  violence  has  been  itrong  enough  to  compel  their 
"  acquiefccnce,  till  a  fufficient  force  (hall  appear  to  fupport 
**  chcmi 

«*  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  confpiracy 
•♦have,  in  the  conduttof  it,  derived  great  advantage  from  the 
«  difference  of  our  intentions  and  theirs.    They  meaiit  only  to 
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ainufe  by  vague  exppeffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  (latc^ 
and  the  ftrongeft  proteftations  o£  lajalt^r  to  iiie»  y/rhHk  tbej 
«  urere  preparing  for  a  general  leyolt.  On  our  part,  though  it 

was  declared  in  your  lall  feirion  that  a  rebellion  exillcd  within 

the  province  of  Mafl'achufet's  Bayj  yet  even  that  province  wc 
^  wiflied  rather  to  reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  The  reiblutions  of 
«  Parliament  breathed  a  fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  ;. 
^  conciliatory  propofitiont  accompanied  the  meafnres  taken  to 

enforce  authority,  and  the  coercive  acls  were  adapted  to 
•*  ca&s  of  criminal  combinations  amongil  fubje£^  not  then  ia 
•*  anns.  I  have  a£ied  with  the  fame  temper  ^  anxious  to  prevent^ 

if  it  had  been  poflrbley  the  effu(ion  of  the  blood  of  my  fub- 
•*  je£ls,  and  the  calamities  whic  h  are  infepamble  from  a  (late 
"  of  war  I  ftill  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would  have 

difcerned  ^  traitorous  views  of  their  leaders^  and  have  beeit 

conviocedf  that  to  be  a  fubjed  of  Great  Britain,  with  all-  ita 
•«  coi.ilqucnces,  is  to  be  the  freeft  member  of  any  civil  fociety 

in  the  known  world. 

**  The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more  genera^ 
'*  andismaaifeftlyearried  on  forthepurpofe  of  eftabliiliing  an 
independent  empire.    I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fatal  effeds 

of  the  fucccfs  of  fuch  a  plan.    The  objetl:  is  too  important, 
"  the  fpirit  of  the  Br  ltiik  nation  too  high,  the  refources  witk 
which  God  hath  blefi«d  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  l» 
» ituuiy  colonies,  which  (he  has  phnCbd  with '  great  induftiy, 
nurfed  with  great  tcndcrnefs,  coeouragwil  with  many  com- 
mercial  advantages,  and  prote£led  and  defended  at  much  ex* 
of  bioed  and  treafure; 
It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  (in  its  efiedls) 
of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  diforders  by  the 
mod  decifive  exertions.    For  this  purpofe,  I  have  incrcafcd 
my  naval  eitabliihment,  and  greatly  augmented  my  land^ 
•*  forces ;  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  the  leaft  burdeofome 
to  my  kingdoms. 

**  I  h.ivc  ^Ifo  the  fatisfa£liun  to  inform  you,  that  1  have  re- 
^  ^ved  the  mo^  friendly  o&eu  of  foreign  aihilancc  i  and  if  f 
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«f  flinll  m:vke  any  treaties  in  confequence  thereofj  th^y  (hall  be 
«  laid  before  ^ou.    And  I  have,  in  teflimony  of  my  afSe^ion 
for  my  people,  who  can  have  no  caufe  in  which  I  am  not 
«  equally  intcreftcd,  fcnt  to  the  garri(bns  of  Gibraltar  and  Port 
**  Mahon  a  part  of.  my  Electoral  lioups,  in  order  tlut  a  larger 
number  of  the  edabliihcd  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  be  ap- 
^  plied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority ;  and  the  national 
miltba,  planned  and  regulated  with  equal  regard  to  the  rights, 
**  fafety,  :hu1  proteclioii  of  my  crown  and  people,  may  give  a. 
*<  farther  extent  and  attivity  to  our  miHtary  operations. 

When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude  againft  whom 
this  force  will  be  dire^ked.  ihall  become  fenfible  of  their  er- 
roTy  I  (hall  be  ready  to  tecetve  the  milled  with  teademefs  and 
mercy  :  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which 
may  arifc  from  the  great  diflance  of  their  fituation,  arc!  to  rr-^ 
move  as  foon  as  poflible  the  calamities  which  they  fuffer,  i 
(hall  give  au^ority  to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot  to  grant 
•*  general  cr  paiiiLular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  luchnian- 
*c  ^^f^  and  toiuch  perfons,  as  they  fhall  think  lit,  and  to  rc- 
ceive  the  fubmiflion  of  any  province  or  colony  which  (hall  be 
difpoied  to  return  to  its  allegiance.   It  may  be  alfo  proper  to 
authorife  the  peribns  fo  commiflioned  to  reftore  fuch  province 
•«  or  colony,  fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  cxercifc 
**  of  Its  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  prote£lion  and 
iecurity  as  if  fuch  province  or  colony  had  never  revolted.** 

•*  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Cotmnons^ 

^  I  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  for  the  cnfuing  year 
4*  to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  rely  on  your  afie^ion  to  me, 

•*  and  vuur  vciolLiiiua  to  mainiaKi  tlicjull  lighib  ol  thij  country, 
for  fuch  iuppiies  as  the  prefent  circum (lances  of  our  afiairs 
«*  fcqnire.  Among  the  many  tmavoidable  iU  confequeaces  of 
^  thb  fdidlion,  none  aie&  me  more  fenflbly  than  the  extra* 
**  ordinary  burden  which  it  mud  create  to  my  faithful  fubje^ls.** 

3/y  Lords  and  Gentiemenf 

1  hivc  luily  opened  to  you  my  views  and  intciuijro.  Tlie 

H  3  «<  COU* 
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conftant  employment  of  my  thottg1it8»  and  the  moft  earaeft 

wifhes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly  to  the  fafety  and  happincfs 
**  of  all  my  people,  and  to  the  re-eltablilhment  of  order  and 
tranqailiity  through  the  feveral  parts  of  my  dominionsi  in  a 
clofe  connexion  and  conftitutional  dependence.  Ton  ke  the 
«*  tendency  of  the  prcfent  diforders,  and  I  have  dated  to  yoa 
the  meafures  which  I  mean  to  purfuc  for  fupprtiiing  them. 
Whatever  remains  to  be  done  that  may  further  contribute  t« 
this  end»  I  commit  to  your  wifdom.   And  I  am  happy  to  add, 
that)  as  well  from  the  aflurances  I  have  received,  as  from  the 
genera!  apptiarancc  uf  ailairs  in  Europe,  I  ice  no  probUnlity 
that  the  meafures  which  you  may  adopt  will  be  interruf  te4 
f '  by  difputes  with  any  foreign  power," 


1776, 


The  Speech  from  the  Throne  difclofed  the  intentions  o( 
Adminiftration,  and  very  warm  debates  enfued  on  the  addrefles  i 
but  that  of  the  Commons  was  carried  by  one  hundred  and 

feventy-fix  to  fcvciity-two,  and  that  of  the  Lords  by  fcventy-fix 
to  thirty-three.  On  the  1 6th  of  November,  Mr.  Burke  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill»  ^*  for  compofing  the  prefent  troubicsi 
and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts  in  Ame- 
rica but  his  motion  was  reje^ed  by  a  great  majortty^  tWQ 
hundrc:d  and  ten  beine  againft  it,  and  only  one  liundred  and 
five  for  it.  The  Miniller  brought  in  a  bill  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intcrcourfc  with  the  North 
American  colonies  then  in  a£hial  rebellion.  It  occafioned  great 
tlcbatcs  in  that  Houfe  as  well  as  in  tlic  liuulc  uf  Lords;  but  it 
was  carried  by  Itrong  majorities  in  both,  and  received  the  Royal 
A£knt  on  the  .23  d  of  December.  This  a£k  concluded  with  a 
daufe*  from  which  Adminiftration  formed  great  hopes  of  being 
able,  either  to  reftore  peace  in  America,  or  to  prevail  on  fuch 
numbers  to  withdraw  from  the  rebellion,  as  would  make  it  an 

(afy  matter  to  compel  thofe  who  might  Hill  perHit  in  their  dif- 

loyaltyj 
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loyalty,  to  fabmit  to  the  King's  awthority*  The  daufe  wa8 
this :    Hut  in  order  to  Encourage  all  welUafle^M  fyer(bns» 

in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  to  exert  ihcmfelves  in  fuppreiling 
"  the  rebeilioa  therein,  and  to  afford  a  fpecdy  proticlion  to 
"  thoCc  who  ase  difpofed  to  return  to  their  duty,  it  ihali  and 

*  may  be  lawful  to  aad  for  any  perfon  or  peribnst  appointed  and 
autborifed  by  his  Majefty,  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  to 
any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons,  by  proclamation  in  hia 

"  Majedy'a  name  to  declare  any  colony  or  province,  or  any 
county,  town,  port,  dillri<£^,  or  place,  in  any  colony  or  pro- 
vuice,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majefty :  and  from  and  after 
**  the  ilfuing  of  any  fuch  proclamation,  in  an.y  ui  tlic  aiorciaid 
**  colonics  or  provinces,  or  if  his  Majefty  lhall  be  gracioufly 
^  pleafcd  to  fignify  the  fame  by  his  royal  proclamation,  then^ 
horn  and  after  die  Ifliiing  of  fuch  proclamation,  this  z€t  with 

*  rcfpc6b  to  fuch  colony  or  province,  colonies  or  provinces, 

*  county,  town,  port,  diftrid,  or  place,  fhaiiceafe,  <ktcrmine, 
and  be  utterly  void.  . 

«  Provided  ahray^  diat  fach  proclamation,^  or  proclama* 

*  tions,  (hall  not  difcharge  or  fufpend  any  proceeding  upon  any 
^  capture  of  any  fuch  (hip  or  vcflel,  made  before  die  iidU  and 
•*  liTuing  thereof.** 

la  order  to  afiemble  a  very  great  military  force  in  America 
neat  campaign,  his  Majefty  entered  iato  Ifcaties  with  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefle  Ca^l,  the  D«ke  of  &rBnfwick,  and  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Heflc  CafTel,  iur  taking  a  body  of  their 
troops  into  his  pay-,**  and  Lord  North,  by  the  King's  com- 
mand, prefented  thefe  tseatiet  to  the  Commons  on  the  $th  of 
Febrvary,  who,  on  die  i^tli  of  the  iame  month,  took  lliem 
under  confideration.  It  was  movedy  that  the  treaties  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Supply  ;  and  Adminiilration  carried  their 
point  by  two  imndxtd  and  forty-two  againU  eigbty«eighc  la 

H4  the 
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the  Houfe  of  Lords  they  were  equally  fuccelsfu!:  the  treaties 
being  approved  by  one  hundred  aganill  thirty-two  votes.  A 
body  of  his  Majefty's  £ie£lorat  troopfi,  part  oi  which  were  dei» 
ttned  to  ferve  in  the  ifland  of  Minorcay  and  the  fcmalnder  at 
Gibraltar,  were  alfo  taken  into  Britifli  pay.  The  Parliament 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  twcnty-cirht  thoufaiid 
feamen,  including  hx  thoufand  ilx  hundred  and  fixty-live  ma- 
Tines>  and  fifty-flve  thoufand  hindmen,  by  far  the  greateft  part 
of  which  were  deftined  to  ferve  in  America.  The  fuppHes 
voted  for  the  year  1776  amounted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  feOioni 
109,154,230!.  4s.  4d. 

On  the  fecond  of  May,  Lord  North  delivered  the  following^ 
IdeiTage  from  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 

G£ORGE  R. 

«  His  Majefty,  relyinj;  o!\  the  experienced  zeal  and  afle£^ioii 
«*  of  his  f.iuliial  Commons,  ami  confidering  that,  during  the 
«  prefent  troubles  in  North  America,  emergencies  may  arife 
which  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  attended  with 
the  moft  dangerous  confeqnences,  if  proper  means  Ihould 
•*  not  be  UTiniediately  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  de- 
firous  that  this  Houfe  will  enable  him  to  defray  any  extraor- 
dinary  expences  incurred,  or  which  may  be  incurred,  on  ac* 
count  of  military  fervices  for  the  year  1 776,  and  fnch  as  the 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require.    And  his  Majeily  having^ 
•'judged  it  expedient  tu  iiliic  his  proclamation,  in  purfunncc 
*  -     of  an  atl  of  Parliament  palled  in  the  tourtccnth  year  of  hi& 
**  reign,  for  calling  in  the  remainder  of  the  deficient  gold  coin, 
«  doubts  not  but  that  his  faithful  Commons  will  enable  him  tg 
•*  make  good  the  charges  which  lliall  be  incuiied  in  this  fervicc^ 
^  whidi  cannot  be  at  this  time  afcei  tained.      '       G.  R.'* 

In  confequence  of  the  faid  MeiTage,  the  Houfe  immediately 

pafled  a  vote  of  credit  for  one  million. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  his  Majcity  put  an  end  to  the  feOion  of 
Parliament :  and  in  his  fpeech  to  botlt  iioufcs,  obferved,  tha( 
no  alteration  had  happened  in  the  ftate  of  foreign  affairs  fince 

^  tliwii 
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Aeir  meeting  ;  and  that  it  was  with  pleafure  he  could  inform 
diem,  that  the  adurances  which  he  had  received  of  the  dii'poii- 
tions  of  the  ieyeral  powers  in  Europe,  promifed  a  continuance 
of  the  general  tramquiUit  j.  He  concluded  his  fpeech  as  follows  : 

«<  Aly  Lords  and  Ge/UleMMf 

«  We  are  engaged  in  a  great  caufei  the  profecution  of  whtch 

«  mud  inevitably  be  attended  with  many  difhcultles  and  much 
«  cxpence  :  but  when  we  connder,  that  theeflenti.il  rights  and 

inrcrcfts  of  the  whole  empire  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
*^  ifiue  of  it,  and  can  have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but  in  that 
•*  conltitutional  fubordination  for  which  we  arc  contending,  I 

am  convinced,  th.u  you  will  not  think  any  price  too  high, 

for  tlie  prefervation  of  fuch  objects.  . 
I  will  (lUl  entertain  a  hope>  that  my  rebellious  fubjc£(s 

may  be  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  errors^  and  that,  Jiy  a 
**  voluntary  return  to  their  duty,  they  will  juftify  mc  in  bring- 
**  ing  about  the  favourite  wifti  of  my  heart,  the  reftoration  of 
««  harmony,  and  the  re-«(labli(hment  of  order  and  happincfs  in 

every  part  of  my  dominions.  But  if  a  due  fubmiOion  ihould 
^  not  be  obtained  from  fuch  motives  and  fuch  difpoittions  on 
**  their  part,  I  trufl  tli.it  I  fhnll  be  able,  under  the  bkffmg  of 
**  Providence,  to  eti'etluatc  it,  by  a  full  exertion  of  tlie  great 

force  with  which  you  have  intruded  me/' 

The  plan  oi  operations  this  year  in  America  was  upon  n  very 
large  iicalc  Major- General  Burgoyne,  who  had  returned  from 
that  cottniry  to  London  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  brought  the  Miniilry  fuch  autlientic  information 
of  its  (late,  as  would  enable  tliem  to  acl  with  the  gicateft  prof- 
pecl  of  fuccefs.  The  hrll:  part  of  the  plan  was,  to  lend  tlie 
General  back  to  America,  with  a  very  coniiderabie  force,  undeir 
the  orders  of  General  Carleton,  who  was  inftruOed  to  drive 
nhc  rebels  out  of  the  province  of  Canada  5  and  if  it  was  found 
ncccfl'ary  to  purfue  them  beyond  the  limits  of  that  province,  to 
detach  a  corps  on  this  fcrvice,  umler  the  coirmand  of  I^Icijor<- 
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General  Burgoync*   The  grand  army  in  America  was  to  eoiu 

iinuc  uiidci  the  command  oi  (Jciicral  lio\N't%  having  under  him 
«  Major-General  Earl  Percy,  and  waS  intended  to  a6l  againit 
New  York  and  .the  middle  proTioce5.f  The  troops  whkh  had 
left  Ireland  in  January,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
£arl  Comwallis,  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  under  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  had  orders  to  prix:ced  to  Cape  Fear  in  Virginia, 
there  to  meet  Major-Gcneral  Clinton,  who  was  to  take  the 
commandil  and  to  make  fuch  a  diverfion  to  the  fouthward,  as 
might  greatly  aflift  the  operations  of  the  other  two  Generals ; 
not  only  by  preventing  the  inlurgents  from  drawing  any  luc- 
cQurs  from  their  fouthern  confederates,  but  alfo  by  obliging 
them  to  fend  detachments  to  their  afliftance.  His  Majefty  at 
the  fame  time,  with  a  view  to  eSc€t  an  accommodation  with 
his  American  fubjedls,  on  the  3d  of  May,  app<^nted  Vice- 
Admiral  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  (Co^nniander  in  Chief 
of  the  fleet  in  America),  and  his  brother  the  Honourable 
General  William  Howe,  {Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army  in 
America),  as  his  Commiflioners,  with  full  powers  to  reftore 
peace  to  the  colonies,  in  terms  ui  die  concili  irnry  chiufc  in  tlic 
prohibitory  a£l  which  had  been  palled  this  leiiion  of  Farliament : 
and  Henry  Strachey,  Efqf  was  named  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
laiffion. 

On  the  fifth  of  February,  in  confequencc  of  his  Majefty's 
pleafure,  the  following  flag-oflicers  of  the  fleet  were  promoted, 
viz.  Sir  James  Douglas,  Knight,  George  Lord  Edgecumbe, 
Samuel  Graves,  £fq;  William  Parry,  Efq;  aitd  the  Honourable 
Auguftus  Keppel,  Vice-Admirals  of  the  White,  tobeVice- 
Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Amhcrll:,  Efq;  his  Royal  Highnefs  Henry  Frederick 
Puke  of  Cumberland,  Sir  Peter  Denis,  Bart.  Matthew  Buckle, 
Efq;  Robert  Man,  £fq;  Vice- Admirals  of  the  Blue,  and  Clark 
Gayton,  Efqj  Rear- Admiral  of  the  Red,  to  be  Vtce-Admirals 
of  tlie  White. 

John  Montagu,  £fqs  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart,  and  James 

Sayer^ 

•  Svc  Note  3  j.         t  Sec  Note  J4.  .      t  Sec  Note  35. 
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Sayer,  Efq;  Rear-Admtnils  of  the  Red,  and  Ridiard  Lord 

Vifcouiu  Howe,  Wafliiiigton  Earl  Ferrers,  Hugh  Pigot,  Efq; 
;ind  Moiineux  Shuldham,  Efq^  Rear-Admirais  of  the  Whui:^ 
to  be  ViGe->AdintcaU  of  the  Blue* 

John  Vaughan,  Efq;  Rear- Admiral  of  the  Whilet  and  Joha 
Lloyd,  Efq*,  and  Robert  Duff,  Efq;  Rcar-AdmiraU  of  the- 
Clue,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Reynolds,  Efq^  and  i>ir  Hugh  Pailifer,  Bart.  Rear- 
Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  White.  * 

Vice-Admiral  John  Montagu  was  appointed  Goremor  of 
I4cwfoundIand  ;  aiul  Vice-Adn.iral  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  on. 
the  5tii  of  March,  kifled  the  I'Ling's  hand  on  being  ippoiiitcd 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  ihips  in  North  America, 
in  the  room  of  Vioe-Admiral  Shuldham,  whom  his  M.jcily 
was  foon  after  pleafed  to  create  Lord  Shuldham  of  the  kiogdom 
of  Ireland. 

General  William  Howe  was  appointed  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North  America, 
from  Nova  Scotia  on  the  north  to  Weft  Florida  on  the  fouth, 

v  ithali  powers  and  a utliorities  thereunto  belonging,  and  General 
Guy  Carletoa,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
jeft]r's  forces  employed  or  to  be  employed  at  QuebeCf  and  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  provinces  bordering  thereupon.  Generals 
How  c  and  Carleton  were,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  liunuured 
with  the  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

On  the  fecond  of  May,  a  Commiffion  pafled  the  Great  Seal, 
authorifing  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty^  and 
other  Courts  of  Admiralty,  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  judicially 
proceed  upon,  all  captures  of  (hips,  vcrielb,  and  goods,  Ik*- 
loDging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  rebellious  colonies  in  Isiorth 
America. 

A  great  number  of  (hips  of  war  were  put  in  commlflion ;  zni, 

alfo,  a  number  ui  ihips  hired  as  tranfports  to  carry  the  troops, 
artillery,  horfes,  (lores,  and  provifions,  to  North  America* 
Early  ip  the  month  of  March,  Caputn  Charles  Douglas,  in  his 
)laje(ly's  fliip  Ids,  haviilg  on  board  a  companj:  of  the  twenty- 
ninth 
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ninth  r»gim6nt»  failed  for  the  relief  of  Quebec :  on  the  5th  of 

Aprii,  General  Buigoyne,  with  the  Britifh  and  Brunfwick 
troops,  failed  from  Purifmouth  for  the  fame  place.  On  the 
27th  of  tliat  monthf  a  thoufand  men,  detached  from  the  three 
regimenta  of  foot  guards  and  formed  into  abattalion,  together 
vith  fome  regiments  of  foot,  a  large  train  of  artillery,  and  the 
firft  diviiiou  of  the  lIciTian  troops,  fiileJ  from  Spitliead  for 
New  York,  cfcorted  by  a  fquadron  commanded  by  Commodore 
Hotham.  Thefe  were  foon  fallowed  by  the  (ccond  dirtfion  o£ 
Heffian  troops,  under  the  orders  of  General  Knyphaofen,  and 
the  fixtecnth  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  who  failed  alfo  from 
Spithead  for  New  York,  efcortcd  by  a  fquadroa  of  frigates, 
commandtd  by  Captain  Fielding. 

His  Majefty  increafed  the  bounty  for  feamen  to  enter  on 
board  the  fleet :  and  all  diligence  was  ufed  to  get  die  fhtps  put 
in  convimllion  properly  fitted  and  maimed.  To  expedite  this 
Service,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James  Douglas  was  appointed  to 
command  at  Portfmouth,  and  Vice-Admiral  Amherft  at  Ply- 
mouth. On  the  fourth  of  July,  the  King  of  Portugal  iflued 
an  cdi^,  by  which  he  prohibited  his  fubjc£ls  from  having  any 
intercourfe  with  the  Americans ;  and  on  the  feventh  of  0£ko- 
ber,  the  King  of  Spain  declared  his  refolution,  to  remain 
neuter  in  theconteft  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 

On  the  feventh  of  December,  a  great  fire  broke  out  in 
Portfmouth  dock-yard,  w  huh  wa^  iouiid  lo  h?vc  been  wilfully 
kindled  by  one  James  Aitken,  alias  John  the  Painter  •,  for 
which  he  was  tried  and  condemned^  and  on  the  7  th  of  March 
hanged  on  a  gallows  fifty  feet  in  height^  creeled  at  Portfmouth* 
This  mifcreant  had  undertaken  this  diabolical  mcafure,  with  a 
view  to  aid  thecaufeof  the  revolted  colonics  in  North  America. 
He  had  found  means,  jufl;  as  the  workmen  were  going  to 
dinner^  to  feciet  among  fome  hemp  in  the  rope-houfe,  a 
machine  contrived  with  great  art,  containing  combufUbles,  to 
which  he  fct  fire  ;  which  fpecdily  communicating  with  tlic 
hemp,  began  to  blaze  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  By  t^ie 
efibtts  of  the  oS^em  and  workmen  belonging  to  the  yard,  the 

garrifon. 
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garriron,  ^nd  the  fquadron,  the  fire  was  prevented  from 
ipreadingf  and  was  got  under  the  day  following  ;  but.  the 
tope-hoafe>  with  its  contentSf  was  entireiy  confamed. 

« 

AMERICA. 

The  rebel  Congtefs  again  afiemUpd  at  Phiiadeiphia,  and 
wcfc  very  intent  to  get  their  anny  recnitted  as  faft  as  pofiible. 

As  the  term  for  which  moft  of  their  troops  had  inliiled  wa.; 
nearly  expired,  great  rewards  ^'ere  offered  to  volunteers  who 
would  ferve  for  three  years ;  and  to  fuch  as  would  lerve  during 
the  war»  one  hundred  acres  of  land  were  to  be  allotted  at  the 
cftablifhment  of  peace.    They  made  a  great  number  of  regu- 
htions  fr>r  their  flate,  for  their  army,  for  raifiiig  money  for  the 
payment  of  their  troops,  and  for  carrying  on  the  war.  They 
alfo  paid  much  attention  to  their  naval  fbrce,  and  gave  great 
encouragement  to  the  fitting  out  of  pri\'ateers  and  letters  of 
marque.     But  knowing  how  ii^uch  ihc'w  principal  harhoursand 
livers  were  expofed  to  infult,  from  the  fupcnoriry  of  the  Bntiih 
navyi  they  adopted  an  expediont  for  the  defence  of  fuch  places^ 
by  finking  rasgcs  of  frames  or  machines  acrofs  their  mouths* 
which  made  if  extremely  dangerous  for  the  invader  to  force  an 
entrance  into  them.    Thefe  machines  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
invention  of  Dr.  Franklin,  to  whom  they  did  great  credit. 
They  were  temed  of  large  heavy  fquare  pieces  of  timber- 
Two  long  ones,  at  a  proper  parallel  diftance  from  each  other, 
formed  the  horizontal  biife  which  wastorefl  on  the  bed  of  the 
river.    Right  over  tliefe  were  placed  two  others  of  fimilar  fize, 
tifmg  from  toward  the  end  of  the  horizontal  bafe,  in  fuch  an 
angular  dire^Hon,  that  any  veflel  failing  againft  them  muft  be 
pierced  by  their  elevated  ends,  which  were,  for  that  purpofe, 
fonified  with  ilrong  iron  points,  but  dFd  not  appear  above  the 
furface  of  the  water.    The  degree  of  elevation  was  fuch  as  to 
gtre  the  greateft  leitftance,  with  the  lead  danger  to  the  tim- 
bers.   The  four  main  pieces  were  joined  to  each  other  by 
laany  Liaalvciic  oaci  ^  and  ilic  whole  was  fo  contrived,  that  its 

own 
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own  wetglit  and  the  weight  ad<W  to  h  when  funk,  Ihould 

prevent  it  from  being  broken,  forced  backwartl,  or  turned  over. 
Thefe  machines  were  called  by  the  Americans  chevaux  dc  frift: 
and  with  them  the  rivers  Delaware,  Hudfon'sor  North  River, 
near  New  Tork»  and  the  approach  to  the  town  of  Ptovidence 
in  Rhode  Ifland,  were  fortified.  To  rcnucr  ucccl's  to  them 
the  more  diiHcult  and  dangerous,  the  Congrefs  caufed  a  num- 
ber of  gallies  to  be  built,  and  armed  them  virith  heavy  cannoo» 
Thefe,  placed  behind  the  frames,  gave  great  annoyance  to  the 
war  ihips  when  they  approached  them.  Tlie  Americans  teap^ 
ed  much  benefit  from  the  invention  of  tlie  chevnux  de  frife. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  were 
iiTued  by  the  rebel  Congrefs  aigainft  Great  Britain  and  its  fub- 
jefis  $  and  their  privateers  and  cruizers  were  very  fuccefsful  in 

capturing  ftorcfliips  dcflincd  for  the  fleet  ami  nrmv  at  Bofton» 
Befides  the  general  meafures  of  hoiiility  againit  their  enemies^ 
or  of  prote£lion  to  their  own  poiTef&ons,  the  Congrefs  alfo  re- 
commended the  ftvdy  and  improvement  of  agriculture,  arts^ 
manufadures,  and  commerce,  in  die  United  Colonies.  Every 
device  was  ufcd  by  their  popular  leaders  to  increafe  the  diflikc 
of  the  colonifts  to  the  mother-country,  and  gradually  to  form 
their  minds  for  uniting  in  the  grand  defign  of  ere^ing  them- 
felves  into  a  feparate  and  independent  ftate.  So  fuccefsful 
were  their  efforts,  that  though  this  obje<Si  was  long  held  in 
deteftation  by  all  the  colonies  to  the  fouthward  of  Conne£iicur, 
the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  South  Carolina  determined,  in  April 
this  year,  Not  to  treat  witli  Great  Britain,  hut  through  the 
medium  of  Congrefs and  foon  after  that,  refolved  to  abjure 
her  legiflative  authority.  Similar  refolutions  were  atiopted  by 
the  Provincial  Congrefles  of  North  Carolina,  Maryland,  and 
New  Jerfey  \  and  alfo  by  the  inhabitants  of  Waterton  in  the 
province  of  MaiTachufet's  Bay,  and  of  the  town  of  Savannah 
in  Georgia.  Of  thefe,  feveral  recommended  independence  to 
the  General  Congrefs     one  ordered  the  prayer;,  for  the  King 

and 

>  *  The  Coogfcflci  of  North  OroBna  and  New  JcHey,  and  the  iahabitaots  and 
frecboUcn  of  Waterton  in  Madachufet't  Bar. 
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'    and  the  Royal  Famtlf  to  be  omitted  in  the'  choieh  ferrlce  $^ 
and  another  agreed  to  bum  their  town  and  ftipping,  rathea 

tli.iii  let  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Briti(h.:(  Thus,  iLipport- 
cd  by  the  prevalence  of  that  difloyalty  which  they  had  lo  fuc- 
ceiafuUy  fodered  in  the  country,  tlie  General  Congrefs,  on 
the  15th  of  Maji  lefolted*  That  eonGderiag  the  United 
Colonics  as  exclndedy  hj  the  captute  a^ts,  from  the  pro- 
"  ce£lion  of  the  Crown,  they  therefore  entirely  fuperfeded  its 
«  authority." 

Thefe  progrei&ve  meafures  having  paved  the  way»  and  the  ^ 
minds  of  the  people  being  prepared  for  it  by  vanons  pnblica-  * 
tionsy  the  Cbngieft,  on  the  4th  of  July,  formally  deelated  die 
United  Statdi  of  America  to  be  Independent  ^  abjuring  all 

allegiance  to  the  Britifh  Crown,  niul  rui-ounciiig  all  political 
connection  with  Great  Britain.  Tlus  lolcmn  declaration  was 
read  with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  in  every  town,  and  at  the 
head  of  their  troops  wherever  they  were  aflembl^ ;  and  everj  ' 
where  it  appeared  to  be  feconded  by  die  wiflies  and  the  inclina- 
tions  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  In  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  people  were  fo  overjoyed  and  inilamed  by  its  influence,  that 
they  proceeded  la  a  body  to  the  place  where  the  equellriaa 
ftatue  of  his  Majefty  ftood,  which  had  been  ere^ed  in  the  year 

and  immediately  overturned  it. 
*  In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  the  Congreis  fent  Refidents 
to  niult  of  the  Europi:aii  Cuu-ri;,  y  but  as  yct^  they  were  not 
Openly  received  in  a  public  c]iara£\eT. 

At  Bodon,  the  Britiih  ileet  and  army  had  remained  in  a 
very  difagreeable  (ituation,  from  the  want  of  (lores  of  aUnoft 
every  kind ;  but  this  was  little  fufpe£ked  in  Britain,  as  Ad« 
minidration  had  been  at  the  greateft  pains  to  fend  ample  fup- 
plic^  ol  every  thing  necelTary  ^ur  ihcu  ^.uiufurt  ajid  convenience. 
It  is  icarcely  poOibie  to  enumerate  the  various  articles  ihipped 
for  this  pnrpoCb ;  rum,  brandy,  wine  of  all  forts,  porter,  ale 
and  beer,  groceries,  live  ftock,  com,  hay,  ialted  provifions  o£ 

various 
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various  kiitdSt  coal8»  &c.   The  veflels  loaded  wkh  thefe  wcrtf 

ordered  to  f.iil  for  Bofton,  under  the  prote£^ion  of  proper  con- 
voy. Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  latenefs  of  their  departure 
from  England}  or  to  tlie  wederly  winds  continuing  to  blow 
miidi  longer  than  ufual)  is  uncertain  $  but  of  the  ikip$  which « 
carried  thcfc  tRimenfe  (lores,  a  few  only  ever  reached  their  tn- 
teuded  dfdination.  They  arrived  on  the  American  coall  nt 
the  worit  fcafon  of  the  year  for  gaining  any  of  its  harbours  » 
the  weather  was  uncommonly  tempeftuous:  many  of  them 
were  compelled  to  bear  away  for  the  Well  Indies*  and  others 
01  ihcin  were  taken  hy  the  enemy's  privateers,  almoft  within 
fight  of  the  harbour  of  Boilon,  The  lofs  of  fome  Chips  loaded 
with  coal  proved  a  great  fource  of  inconvenience  to  tlie  garri* 
lbn>  whoy  for  the  fake  of  a  icanty  fupply  of  fuel^  werCf  iti 
the  courfe  of  the  winter^  under  a  neceflity  of  pulling  down  a 
meering-houfe,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  wooden  Iioufes. 

General  Howe  fent  a  detachment  of  the  marine  corps,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Grant*  who*  efcorted  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fhip  Scarborough  of  tMrcnty  guns,  Captain  Barclay,  aMd 
ivJiViC  armed  veflels,  proceeded  to  Savanirah  in  Georgia,  :.i 
order  to  bring  off  fomc  ftiip?  and  velTels  which  lay  there  loaded 
with  rice.  The  militia  and  inhabitants  gave  them  ail  the  op« 
poiition  in  their  power ;  fome  blood  was  fpiltj  and  the  rebels 
contrived  to  bum  fcven  of  the  loaded  veflels :  but  Captain  Bar- 
clay brought  oiY  what  rcmai'.ied,  and  conducted  tlicni  to 
Bodon.  This  fupply,  with  the  c  it  rncs  of  a  few  of  tlie  fliips 
that  had  arrived  iafe  from  England*  afibrded  a  temporary  relief 
to  the  garrifon.  They  palled  the  three  firft  months  of  the 
winter  in  toler.ibie  (juietnefs.  For  this  they  were  iii^lebted, 
partly  to  the  feverity  of  the  weatlier,  which  was  unfriendly  to 
military  operations  i  partly  to  the  inactivity  of  the  Americans* 
which  was  owing  to  the  expiry  of  the  time  for  which  their  fol* 
diers  were  inlifled,  and  tl-e  neceflTity  of  fupplying  their  place 
by  new  kvies;  and  partly  to  the  Itate  of  tlie  rivers,  which 
were  not  fo  completely  frozen,  as  to  admit  of  large  bodies  of 
troops  marching  over  them  with  heavy  artillery.^  Early  in 

Januarys 
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January^  Major-Oneral  Ciiuton  and  a  few  companies  of.lighc 
infaatiy  embarked  at  Bodon,  and  failed  in  tranfportSi  under 
efcort  of  the*  Mercury  frigate,  for  Cape  Fear  in  North  Caro* 

Una,  where  he  was  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  ex- 
ptclcd  from  England  under  M.i^ur-Ocncral  JLarl  Comwailis* 

The  revoited  Americans  had  always  wry  early  intelligence 
of  what  pafled  in  the  BritiCh  Parliament  |  and  alfo»  of  the 
lleps  which  the  Mioiflry  intended  to  take  againft  them.  The 
Kinj3*s  fpccch  to  both  HoulV-,  at  fhe  opening  of  this  fcirion  of 
Parliament,  and  tiic  account  of  the  fate  of  the  petition  of  the 
Continenul  Congrefs^  excited  in  America  great  rage  and  in« 
dignation,  which  the  leading  people  were  cateful  to  inflame* 
Tiic  fpecch  was  publicly  burnt  in  t],c  rebel  camp  before 
Boilon  i  and  the  Congrcf^  to  ihew  their  diipieafure,  ordered 
their  national  colours  to  be  changed  from  a  plain  red  ground,  • 
which  they  had  hitherto  ufedi  to  a  flag  with  thirteen  ftripes, 
as  a  fymbol  of  the  number  and  union  of  the  colonics,  that  hjd 
thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  the  Britifti  down.  Upon  the 
ifctrival  of  fre(h  information  from  England,  their  Inveteracy 
Bgainil  the  mother^country  flill  increafed.  The  paihng  of  the  pro^ 
hibitory  a^,  and  the  intelligence  that  a  large  army  of  foreigners 
were  to  be  taken  into  Britiili  pay,  on  piirpolc  lu  icrve  iu  Ame- 
rica, roufcd  the  Congrefs  to  adopt  vinditlivc  meafures.  They 
immediately  difpatcbed  inftrudlions  to  General  Waihington, 
whofe  army  was  now  pretty  well- formed,  to  change  his  mode 
of  conduft,  and  with  all  poflible  diligence  to  commence  ofien- 
five operations  againft  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  the  Briti(h  fleet 
m  its  harbour.  Not  doubting  theit  ability  to  compel  General 
Howe  to  evacuate  the  city,  they  were  anxious  to  have  this  ac- 
eompUfhed  as  quickly  as  poflible,  that  their  army  might  be  at  ^ 
libfity,  9arly  in  the  fummer,  to  oppofe  the  numerous  aflaults 
which  they  cxpcdted  from  beyond  the  Atlantic.  They  were 
enabled  to  bring  a  formidable  artillery  againit  this  plac^»  hy 
the  great  fupplies  of  ordnance  which  they  had  obtained  from 
the  (hips  that  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  well  as  from  the 
forts  uf  1  icondcrago  and  Crown  Point  which  they  had  taken. 

VOL.  IV.  I  On 


Digitized  by  Google 


f3o  NAVALAND  1776^ 

On  the  fccond  of  Marchf  they  opened  a  battery  of  mortars 
from  a  place  called  Phipps's  Farm  ;  and  on  the  thtrd^  abatterf 
of  heavy  cannon  from  Dorchefter  heights,  wKkrh  gfeatif 
annoyed  the  garrifon.    Genera!  Howe,  determining  if  poflible 
to  remove  them,  embarked  the  grenadiers,  light-infantry,  and 
fix  battalionst  with  the  intention  of  landing  them  in  the  near 
of  the  enemy's  works^  and  of  attacking  their  battery  of  cannon 
A  ftrong  fortie  was  to  be  made  from  the  town  at  the  fame  time, 
in  order  to  fecond  thefe  operations :  but  fortunately  the  weather 
proved  fo  very  boiilerous^  that  it  was  impolhble  for  the  ihips 
to  leave  the  harbour  without  die  greateft  danger.  The  General 
therefore  propofed  the  attack  on  the  fixth;  but  as  the  bad 
weather  ftill  continued,  he  was  oblijjed  to  relinquilh  the  dcfigiu 
The  enemy  had  by  this  time  greatly  incrcafed  their  works  hi 
point  of  ilrength ;  and  General  WadiingtoUf  informed  of 
General  Howe's  intentions^  had  'colle£^ed  a  rery  large  body  of 
14s  bcft  troops  to  oppofe  him.    If  the  intended  enterprife  had 
taken  place,  it  therefore  v.  <  ultl  h.ivc  been  very  bloody,  and 
doubtful  in  its  iflhe.  From  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  it  was 
to  be  dreaded  that  they  would  poflefs  and  fortify  Noddles  and 
Hog  iflands;  by  which  means  they  might  render  it  very  infe- 
cure  for  any  (hip  or  veflcl  to  ride  at  anchor  in  the  harboor. 
The  fituatiou  01  General  Howe  was  as  difagreeabie  as  can  well 
be  imagined.    Placed  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  body  of  TegU' 
lar  troops,  which  he  well  knew  to  be  deemed  in  England  equal 
to  the  fervice  allotted  them,  he  dreaded  the  ccnfuie  of  his 
country,  if  in  fueh  circumftances  ho  fliouUi  abandon  the  town  : 
on  the  other  hand,  the  diilreiles  of  the  inhabitants  were  great 
beyond  meafure  ^  thohaidihips  o£  the  troops  were  feverely  felt  i 
their  finefh  provifions  were  all  expended ;  their  (lore  of  fait  pro* 
vifions  rapidly  diminiflied  j  and  lie  was  uncertain  when  a  new 
fupply  might  arrive,  as  he  had  not  heard  from  England  (ince 
the  end  of  Odlober.    The  confideratton  of  thefe  circumftances 
rendered  the  Geneiral's  mind  ib  nneafy»  that  he  relblved  to 
abandon  the  place,  and  fail  for  Halifax :  this  was  an  arduous 
talk.    He  had  to  embark  noi  only  his  army,  and  a  large  train 
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of  artillery^  but  alfo  foch  of  the  inhabitants  as  had  taken  armSf 
and  openly  declared  for  Ooyemment.   To  have  left  them  to 

the  mercy  of  their  irafcible  and  vindidftivc  countrymen,  would 
have  been  equally  ungrateful  and  impolitic.    The  embarkation 
therefore  refembled  a  rad  emigration ;  in  which  whole  fami<« 
lies,  witk  their  houfchold  goods,  embraced  the  opportunity  o£ 
retiring  to  a  place  of  fafety.    That  any  fort  of  treaty  took  place 
on  this  occafion,  be*^v  t  n  General  Howe  and  General  Wafli- 
ington,  has  been  djnicd  from  (o  high  authority,  that  it  may 
feem  audacious  to  afiert  the  contrary :  but  it  is  generally  be« 
licTed,^  that  when  the  former  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  aban- 
don the  place,  he  fent  fomc  of  the  (c\c£k  men  to  the  latter,  to 
inform  him  of  his  intentions,  and  to  tell  him,  that  if  his  attacks 
were  continued,  he  mufl  fet  fire  to  the  town  to  cover  his  re- 
treat.    Two  of  the  fele£l:  men  returned,  and  having  had  fome 
converfation  with  General  Howe,  went  back  to  Roxbury  *,  foon 
after  %vliicli,  the  firing  ccmIccI  oh  h^nh  iulcs.    The  cmh.irkjtioa 
took  up  more  than  a  week,  daring  which  time  tlic  GeneraPs 
temper  was  often  put  to  the  fevereii  trials :  but  his  fortitude 
was  truly  admirable.    He  found  it  impoiltble  to  remove  all 
the  heavy  cannon  and  mortars ;  but  rendered  thofe  which  he 
was  unable  to  carry  away,  as  unferviceablc  as  the  hurry  on  fuch 
an  occafion  would  admit.    What  could  be  eafily  removed,  and 
all  the  military  ftores,  were  embarked  on  board  the  tranfports ; 
the  Admiral  affording  every  affiflance  in  his  power.    On  the 
17th  of  M.'.reh,  the  laft  of  the  ^.irrifon  were  wiiliili  jwn:  ihnt 
the  foniiacations  of  Caflle  William  might  not  prove  of  any  ult: 
to  the  enemy,  they  were  blown  up ;  and  the  fleet  fcU  down 
the  harbour  to  Nantalket  road.    General  Wafhington  immedi- 
ately took  poflcflion  of  Boflon,  with  great  military  pomp ;  but 
being  uncertain  of  General  Howe's  dellination,  he,  the  fame 
day,  detached  a  confiderable  part  of  his  army  to  New  York, 
under  the  command  of  General  Ueathv 

The  fleet  and  army  from  Boflon  arrived  at  Halifax  the  third 
and  founh  of  April.  Rear- Admiral  Shuldhaiu  Jeu  a  fmull 
iquadron  in  Niiiitaikct  road,  under  liic  command  of  Captain 
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Banks  ill  the  Renown,  to  protect  the  fliips  wiiich  were  daily  eat- 
peded  to  arrive  from  £ngland»  and  to  efcort  them  to  UaliCix. 
•  General  Howe  being  in  expectation  of  his  brother^s  arrival  with 
tlie  long  lookcd-for  reinforcements  from  England,  diJ  not  dil- 
cmbark  the  whole  of  his  army,  but  kept  fuch  regiments  as  be 
could  not  conveniently  fM  quarters  for  at  Halifax  and  its  en* 
viri>n9|  on  board  the  tranfports.  As  foon  as  the  lealbn  would 
permit,  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  was  thought 
pradic.ibic,  General  Howe  detached  the  47th  regiment  to  tlie 
alFiH-ancc  oF  General  Carlcton  at  (^uchcc. 

General  Howe  remained  at  Habfax,  with  his  army,  until 
the  beginning  of  June ;  and  as  no  intelli^^cnce  of  the  fuccours 
from  England  had  readied  aim,  his  patience  v.  is  quit  ?  ex'iauil- 
ed.  He  accordingly  embarked  his  army  and  train  of  artillery  ; 
and  on  the  1 2th  of  that  month  put  to  ica,  efcorted  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Shuldham  and  the  greatell  part  of  the  fquadron  under 
his  command.  Great  hopes  were  entertained^  that  the^r  would 
fall  in  witJi  tlie  ilcet  under  Lord  Howe  at  fca.  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Maiiey  was  appointed  commander  of  the  troops  left  at 
Halifax,  and  Sir  George  Collier  of  the  (hips  of  war  there. 

The  naval  tranfa£lions  on  the  coail  of  North  America,  prior 
to  ilili  time,  were  as  follows.  The  Earl  of  Dunmore,  his 
Majclly*s  Governor  of  Virginia,  continued  to  the  utmolt  of  hisi 
power  to  harrafs  the  revolted  Americans  in  that  province.  The 
rebel  Committee  at  Norfolk  having  refufed  to  allow  any  frefli 
provifions  to  be  fent  on  board  his  Maje fly's  (hips  on  that  Na- 
tion, and  having  fired  tVom  tlie  fhore  upon  their  br-.its,  it  was 
refolved  to  avenge  this  holliie  condutt.  Previous  notice  uf  ihc  in- 
tended attack  vras  fent  aibore,  that  the  women  and  children  might 
be  removed  from  the  danger  which  threatened  the  place :  and  on 
the  1  ft  of  January,  his  Majefty's  fliip  Liverpool  of  twenty-eight 
guns,  Captain  Beikw,  with  the  Otter  r.nd  Kiiv^'^  I  ittier  Hoops, 
and  Dunmore  armed  (hip,  began  to  cannonade  it.  A  party 
ianded  fiom  thefe  veflelsy  let  fire  to  the  houfes  next  the  water  ; 
but  owing  to  the  fitoation  of  the  place,  and  the  dire£^ton  4»f 
the  wind,  the  damage  extended  only  to  a  part  of  the  town.  It 
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wottid  appear,  however,  that  the  difafie^ed  themfehres>  or 
feeing  the  lower  part  of  the  town  In  flame«,  fet  fire  alfo  to  that 

part  wliiwh  Lord  Duiimore  meant  to  have  fpared.  Nor  clid 
their  fury  ilop  with  this  outrage.  They  likewifc  burnt  fcveral 
houfcs  in  the  country,  and 'a  great  diitiUery  about  three  miles 
from  Norfolk,  in  which  was  a  large  dock  of  turn  and  molafles ; 
and  induftrioufly  fpread  a  report,  that  this  wa«  done  by  the 
King*>  k/uiiers  and  f  iilors,  doubtlcfs  with  a  view  to  IncrcMic* 
the  general  odium  againft  them*  After  thefe  exertions,  his 
liOrdOiip  finding  that  he  could  no  longer  be  of  fervice  to  his 
Majelly  in  Virginia,  joined  General  Howe  at  New  York, 

Lieutenant  Dau  lon,  commanding:  the  Hope  brig,  difcovcrcd, 
on  the  29th  of  January^  about  ten  in  the  morningi  a  fdiooner 
privateer  belonging  to  the  enemy,  at  anchor  off  Plymouth. 
Upon  his  ftanding  towards  her,  Ihe  immediately  got  under 
way,  and  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  enter  fcveral  of  the 
harbours  on  that  part  of  the  coaft.  The  Hope,  having  frullrat- 
eJ  all  thefe  attempts,  at  laft  forced  her  aihore  aboat  two  o'clock- 
Lieutenant  Dawfon  then  brought  the  brig  under  his  command 
to  anchor  as  near  her  as  the  depth  of  water  would  allow,  and 
l:cpt  up  a  fmart  iiie  on  her  until  fcvcn  in  ihe  evening,  when 
{he,  Eoatcd,  made  a  puih  to  get  into  North  River,  and  funk  in 
the  attempt*  At  day-light  next  morning,  Lieutenant  Dawfon 
endeavoured  to  bum  the  part  of  her  which  remained  above 
water :  but  the  country  people  having  by  this  time  allembled 
in  great  multitudes,  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  on  the  Hope  and 
her  beats,  from  fmall  arms  and  a  battery  of  cannon  which  th^y 
hadere^^ed  in  the  night.  It  was,  therefore,  judged  proper  to 
deiid,  efpecially  as  the  privateer  had  received  fo  much  damage 
as  would  effectually  prevent  her  from  cruizing. 

The  Congrefs  having  received  information  of  the  defencelefs 
fitnation  of  the  ifiand  of  Providence,  the  feat  of  government  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,  difpatched  their  fqnadron,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Hopkins,  in  hopes  of  feizing  upon  his  Majclly*s 
magazine  there  :  but  GovcrrK>r  Urown  having  got  intini.ition  of 
their  defign,  in  a  great  meafure  difappointcd  it,  by  having  ai« 
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mod  all  the  gunpowder  conreyed  away  in  two  floops,  the  daf 
before  they  appeared  off  the  town  of  Naflau,  (March  3d).  The 

place  being  in  no  condition  to  withfland  cither  an  attack  or  a 
fiege,  fiirrendered  on  the  firft  fummons.  Here  the  enemy 
found  plenty  of  cannon  and  mortai^s  j  but  to  their  gr^at  morti- 
fication,  only  fifteen  barrels  of  gunpowder,  wiiich  they  carried 
off.  They  alfo  made  Goyemor  Brown  their  prifoner,  and  were 
on  their  voyage  to  New  London,  v.  ]  ,cn  tlieir  fleet,  about  two 
in  the  morning  on  the  6th  of  April,  (off  Block  ifland)  fell  in 
with  his  Majeiiy's  ihip  Glafgow  of  twenty  guns.  Captain  Tyr- 
ingham  Howe.  About  half  an  hour  pad  two,  a  large  brig  of 
Mr.  Hopkins*  fquadron  came  fo  near  as  to  be  hailed  by  the 
Clafgo\c,  but  rccmed  to  hefitatc  what  aniwer  to  give  \  upon 
which  Captain  Howe  repeated  the  queilion,  "  What  are  ye? 

And  wh^t  are  the  other  ihips  in  company  ?"  They  then  an- 
fwered,  •*  the  Columbus,  and  Alfred  frigate  of  twenty-two 
**  guns  ami  immediately  a  haiul-grenade  was  thrown  out  of 
the  brig's  top  at  the  Glafgow,  which  was  returned  by  a  broad- 
fide  i  and  An  adlion  commenced.  The  brig  then  fiiot  ahead» 
to  make  room  for  a  large  ihip  with  a  top-light  to  come  along- 
fide  the  Glafgow.  At  the  fame  time,  another  of  their  (hips 
ran  under  her  ftcrn,  raked  her  as  ihe  palled,  and  tJ.eii  lulled 
up  under  her  lee-beam,  while  a  brig  took  her  iiation  on  her 
larboard-quarter,  and  a  iloop  kept  altering  her  pofition  con- 
tinually. At  four  o^cIock  the  fituation  of  all  the  enemy's  veflels 
was  changed  ;  tlielr  two  fliips  had  dropped  on  eacli  (juarter, 
and  a«brig  lay  aitern  keeping  up  a  continual  fire.  The  Glafgow 
then  bore  away  and  made  for  Rhode  liland,  when  all  the  rebel 
fleet  were  within  mufquet-fliot,  on  her  quarters  or  ftern.  Cap- 
tain Howe  ordered  two  ftem-chace  guns  to  be  run  out  at  the 
cabin  \\'indows,  from  whieli  he  kept  up  a  vw.rim  fire  on  the 
enemy,  who,  at  day- break,  on  the  17th,  were  found  to  con- 
fill  of  two  ihips^  two  brigs,  and  a  iloop,  all  fitted  lor  war,  and 
a  large  (hip  and  a  fnow,  which  had  kept  to  windward  from  the 
commencement  of  the  allien.  At  half  pall  fix  the  enemy 
hauled  tlieir  wiud  and  (leered  to  the  S.S.W*    hx  this  ad  ion, 
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die  Giafgow  had  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded,  by  the 
^cmy's  fmaii  arms. 

Rear-Admiral  Shuldham,  in  the  beginning  of  May^  had 
ordered  the  Roebuck  of  forty-four  guns,  Captain  Hammond^ 
and  the  Liverpool  of  twenty-eight  guns,  Captain  Bellew,  to 
ilation  thcmfelvcs  in  the  Delaware  ;  and  they  had  accordingly 
got  up  that  river,  as  high  as  Chrifiip.na  creek,  about  fix  miles 
above  Newcaftle*  On  the  9ih  of  that  month,  the  enemy  fent 
^own  from  their  ftations  at  Fort  or  Mud  Ifland,  a  number  of 
g.iUies  anil  gun-boats,  which  about  three  in  the  <iltcrnoon  at- 
tacked the  King's  fliips.  After  a  warm  cannonade  on  both 
fides,  which  had  laded  upwards  of  three  hours,  the  Roebuck 
gfoonded,  and  the  Liverpool  came  to  an  anchor  to  cover  hen 
The  battle  ceafed  with  the  day-light,  and  during  the  night  the 
Roebuck  got  afloat.  On  the  loth,  as  foon  as  the  tide  began 
to  ebb,  which  was  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy^ 
galiies  and  gun-boats  dropped  down  the  river,  and  re^mmeno- 
«d  the  attack.  The  King's  (hips  finding  it  impoffible  to  work 
up  ngainit  lioth  wind  aud  tide,  fo  as  to  get  near  enough  to  the 
Tcflels  of  the  rebels  for  their  cannon  to  have  a  proper  eile^, 
fell  down  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In  this  conflidi:, 
both  Ihips  received  confiderable  damage  in  their  mails,  huUs^ 
and  rigging,  and  had  feveral  men  wounded. 

The  Rofe  of  twenty  guns,  Captain  Wallace,  fell  in  with 
two  of  the  enemy's  privateers  off  Rhode  Ifland,  one  of  twenty, 
the  other  of  fixteeu  guns,  and  engaged  them  both  very  clofely 
for  a  confiderable  time ;  when  the  latter  funk,  and  the  former 
Ihcered  ofF.  The  boats  from  the  Rofe  faved  moft  of  the  pnva- 
teer^s  crew,  many  of  whom  entered  into  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

The  Pearl  frigate,  Captain  Wilkinfon,  took,  after  an  hour's 
tngagement,  a  ihip  of  fixteen  guns  and  ninety  men,  belonging 
to  New  York,  having  on  board  live  cattle  and  military  (lores. 
Moft  of  her  crew  inlifted  with  the  fleet.  The  Vulture,  a  pri- 
vateer helonging  to  the  enemy,  mounting  fourteen  guns,  was, 
after  exchanging  a  few  (hots,  taken  by  one  of  his  Majelly*s 
frigates.    The  MUford  frigate  took,  after  a  fliort  a(lion,  the 
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Yankee  Hero^  a  priTateer  of  eighteen  carriage  and  ten  fwivels 
guns*  The  privateer  had  four  men  killedi  her  Captain  and 
twelve  mtn  wounded. 

()a  ilic  death  of  Cjencial  Montgomery,  tli^^  comm.-.iul  of  tlic 
enemy's  forces  before  Quebec  devolved  on  Mr.  Arnold,  whom 
the  Congrefs  had  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  Br  i  ;  id  it  r- General,  It 
was  obiervedf'that  after  they  had  failed  in  their  attempt  to 
carry  the  city  by  aflault,  they  had  withdrawn  their  forces  to 
about  three  miles  dlftance  ;  that  they  had  cantoned  their  men 
ill  the  neiglibouring  villages,  and  were  a£live  only  ni  prevent- 
ing fuccours  from  entering  the  place.  General  Carleton  hav- 
ing permitted  the  baggage  belonging  to  the  enemy^s  oi&cers 
and  foldiersv  who  were  made  prifoners  on  the  31(1  of  Decem- 
ber, to  be  brought  to  them.  General  Arnold  availed  himfelf 
of  that  opportunity  to  attempt  to  enter  into  a  correfponder.cc 
with  the  Governor ;  who  uniformly  replied,  tliat  no  inter- 
courfe  could  be  admitted,  unlefs  they  came  to  implt>re  the 
2Gng*8  mercy.  M.  Beaujeu»  (a  loyal  Canadian)  endeavoured 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  to' relieve  the  town,  and  had  coUe^EU 
cd  for  that  purpofe  a  body  of  his  countrymen,  who  by  no 
means  iccunded  his  good  intentions;  for  his  advanced  guard 
falling  in  with  fume  of  General  Arnold's  detachments  on  the 
28th  of  March}  was  feized  with  a  panic  and  difperfed.  On 
the  31ft  of  the  fame  month  a  discovery  was  made>  that  the 
rebel  prifoners  had  formed  a  plot  to  efcape,  by  feizing  the 
guard  at  St.  John's  gate,  nnd  admitting  Mr.  Arnold  :  but  their 
delign  was  fortunately  difeovered»  and  effectually  prevented. 
In  the  beginning  of  ApriU'the  enemy's  army  began  to  leave 
their  cantonments  to  draw  nearer  to  the  town,  and  to  renew 
their  a^ive  operations  againft  it.  Qn  the  4th  of  that  month, 
they  opened  upon  it  a  bAttcry  ot  four  guns  and  one  howitzer, 
from  tlic  oppofite  fide  of  t!ie  1  ivcr  St.  Charles.  Their  intention 
was,  by  iiring  red* hut  balls  from  this  battery,  to  bum  the 
Shipping  as  well  as  the  town.  On  the  i^d,  they  commenced « 
bombardment  from  the  heights  oppofite  to  Port  St,  Louis,  but 
with  very  little  ciFccl,  as  their  batteries  fuffered  much  from 
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i!:c  ar:  il  :  y  of  the  garrifon.  On  the  3d  of  May,  about  ten  at 
night,  they  attempted  to  run  a  firc-ihip  into  the  Cul  dc  Sac  cr 
barbooTi  where  the  {hips  of  wnr,  and  ahnoil  all  the  other 
ihippmg,  wert  laid  up :  but  they  failed  in  the  attempt,  and 
the  vcflcl  burnt  to  the  water's  edge  without  doing  any  injury, 
ir  by  this  means  il»c:y  had  fucceeded  in  burning  the  rni]')a,  the 
luwer  town  muit  have  Hiared  the  fame  fate  ;  and  their  intend- 
ed plan  was,  to  have  availed  themfelvts  of  the  unaroidable  con* 
fufion  attending  fuch  an  occurrencei  by  again  «ttetnpii ng  to 
tarry  tlic  place  by  cfcaladc. 

The  6th  of  May  put  an  end  to  the  fuflferings  of  the  garrifon 
and  to  the  hopes  of  the  rebels,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Surprize 
frigate,  Ifis,  and  Martin  (loop,  in  the  bafon  of  CHi  cbec.  Tlie 
Ifis  had  failed  from  Spithcad  on  the  i  ith  of  March,  with  fuc- 
cours  on  board  for  the. relief  of  the  place,  and  tlic  grenadier 
company  of  the  29th  regiment.  She  made  the  iilandofSt. 
Peter  on  the  1 1  th  of  April :  but  had  the  greatest  difficulty  to 
pTofecnte  her  voyage.  Captain  Douglas,  who  was  animated 
wiih  all  the  zeal  whicli  fo  critical  a  fervice  vci]uircti,  cx;'rt.:d 
every  means  in  his  power  to  carry  the  lliip  forward  \  and,  by  m 
prcfs  of  fail,  forced  her  through  large  fields  of  ice  to  the  eitent 
of  fifty  or  (ixty  leagues,  till  on  the  21ft  he  got  clear  of  this 
impediment,  made  the  illand  of  AnticoUi,  and  oa  liic  Lwwc 
evening  entered  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

On  the  3cth  of  April,  the  Ifis  came  to  an  anchor,  in  a  fnow 
dorm,  near  the  Pilgrim  iflands$  and  from  thence,  as  the 
weathfr  cleared  up,  fignals  were  obferved  to  be  made  by  fuc- 
ceflive  IVnu  iks  fi oni  C.pe  to  Cape  tov/.ir.l .  Quebec.  Alter 
various  obitacies  from  calm  ,  fogs,  and  contrary  winds,  the 
Ifis  arrivedy  on  the  3d  of  May,  at  lile  aux  Coudresj  where 
fliewas  joined  by  his  Majcll  y'b  ilii;^  Surprize  and  Martin  floop, 
which  had  iuucd  lIic  ot  INIurch  ito'iw  Plymouth,  h.Tvin;^ 

hkcwilc  fuccours  on  board  for  Quebec.  Here  Captain  Douglas 
Sscured  all  the  French  pilots  he  could  \  and  as  every  minute 
Was  precious,  he  gave  orders  to  Captain  Ltn/ce,  of  the  Sur- 
prize, to  make  the  bed  of  hii  way  tu  CJ^.,.t,  aud  to  inform 

Governor 
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Governor  Carleton  that  he  was  haftening  to  his  relief.  Cap* 

tAm  Linzee  was  fo  forluii.iic  as  tu  arrive  in  view  of  the  town 
at  the  next  morning  |  and  after  anfwcring  the  private  fignal 
Drool  the  garrifon,  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bafon  of  Quebec^ 
ktween  the  enemy's  battery  on  Point  Levi  and  the  lower 
town :  foon  after  which,  the  lits  and  Martin  joined  the  Sor* 
prize.  The  fevcral  detachments  of  troops  and  marines  which 
they  had  on  board,  in  all  about  two  Imiulred  men,  were 
immediately  landed,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lord 
FeterQiam)  (now  £afl  of  Harrington).  General  Carletoa 
Tightly  judging,  that  the  impreflion  made  on  the  xebds  hy  the 
arrival  of  his  Majefty's  ihips  would  operate  very  powerfully  in 
savour  of  the  bcfieged,  inflantly  determined  upon  a  fortie. 
He  accordingly  failied  forth  at  the  head  of  nearly  eight  hundred 
men,  and  very  Xoon  came  in  fight  of  their  camp,  and  found 
them  bufily  employed  in  making  preparations  for  a  )Ttreat.  A 
^w  Ihot  only  were  exchanged:  for  on  General  Carleton'a 
prcfTmg  forward,  they  fled  wuh  ihe  grL..uit  piccipitation, 
abandoning  ail  their  artillery,  military  liores,  fcaling  ladders, 
and  petards.  Captain  Douglas  being  informed  of  the  enemy's 
retreat,  immediately  ordered  the  Surprize  and  Martin  to  pro* 
ceed  up  die  river  as  far  as  the  rapids  of  Richelieu,  to  rnnoy 
them  in  their  flighc  Aj  much  as  pofTible.  This  order  was  at- 
tended with  the  belt  effccl,  as  it  prevented  the  parties  of  ilie 
infuigents  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  river,  from  joining  in 
their  retreat  towards  Montreal.  Theyalfo  recovered  his  Ma- 
jedy's  armed  fchooner  Gafpe,  which  during  the  laft  winter 
had  fallen  into  the  rebels  hands,  and  had  been  funk  by  them, 
but  was  foon  weieheri,  and  found  not  to  be  materiallv  Hamnirfd, 
On  this  occafion  the  Mary,  an  armed  fchooner  of  the  enemy's,  . 
carrying  four  fix-pounders  and  fix  three-pounders,  was  tsktn, 
bat  her  crew  efcaped  into  the  woods*  The  condu£l  of  Ge- 
neral Carleton,  every  part  of  which  was  tranfcendently  meri- 
torious, efpecially  his  gallant  defence  of  Quebec,  raifed  him 
fo  high  in  the  favour  of  his  Sovereign,  and  in  the  efteem  of  his 
countrynipn,  that  they  beheld  with  fatisfadiion  the  fubiequent 

honoursy 
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honours,  with  which  the  King  fo  juiLly  ic  w.u  U  I  his  merit. 

To  do  juftice  to  the  merit  and  fervices  of  Coloiiti  Maclean^ 
Captain  Hamilton  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Lizard,  and  the  other 
officers  and  men  who  compofed  the  garrifon,  I  Qiall  tranfcribe 
the  commendations  beftowed  upon  them  by  their  gallant  com- 
munder  :  This,"  fays  this  excellent  oilker,  **  ended  our  liege 
<«  and  blockade  ;  during  which,  the  mixed  garrifon  of  foldiers, ' 
^  failorsy  Britiih  and  Canadian  militia,  with  the  artificers  from 
M  Halifax  and  Newfoundland,  ihewed  great  zeal  and  patience, 
«*  under  very  fcvcrc  duty  and  uncommon  vigilance,  indifpcn- 
**  fiblc  in  a  place  liable  to  be  ftormed,  bcfules  great  labour  no 
«  cefiary  to  render  fuch  attempts  lefs  practicable. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  doing  juftice  to 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Maclean,  who  has  been  indefatigabljr 

zealous  in  the  King's  fcrvice,  and  to  his  regiment,  wherein 

he  has  coUc^ked  a  luimber  of  experienced  good  officers,  who 
*'  have  been  Tcry  ufeful.  Colonel  Hamilton,  (Captain  of  his 
"  Majefly's  (hip  Lizard)  who  commanded  the  battalion  of  fea- 
"  men,  his  office  aiitl  jvicn,  difchargcd  their  duty  with  great 
**  alacrity  and  fpirit.    The  fame  thing  muft  be  acknowledged 

of  the  mafters,  inferior  officers,  and  feamen,  belonging  to 
^  his  Majefty*s  tranfports,  and  merchantmen  detained  here  laft 
**  fall :  only  one  (eaman  defertcd  the  whole  time.  The  nuiu  .i, 
*'  Dntifii  and  Canadian,  behaved  with  a  ileadiiiefs  and  reio- 
•*  lution,  that  could  hardly  have  been  expected  from  men  un- 
"  ttfed  to  arms.   Judges,  and  other  officers  of  Government, 

as  well  as  merchants,  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  every  tncon- 
*'  Kiiicnce  to  prefervc  the  town  ;  the  whuie  indeed,  upon  the 
«  occallon,  Hicwcd  a  fpirit  and  perfeverauce  tiiat  do  them  great 

booour. 

^  Major  Caldwell,  who  commanded  the  Britifli  tnilitia  aH 

winter  as  Llcutenant-Colonci  Conmrandant,  and  ib  bcarrr  of 
*'  thcfc  difpatches  to  your  Lordfliip,  has  proved  hiniiclt  a 
faithful  fubje^  to  his  Majclly,  and  an  a£live  r.nfi  diligent 
officer.  He,  and  indeed  almoft  every  loyal  fubjVtl,  arc  very 

coo- 
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•«  confidcrab^L'"  fufi'ercra  by  the  prcfcnt  hoUilc  iiivafion."  • 

Such' was  the  warm  language  of  the  Governor  of  Quebec  ; 
and  fuch  his  opinion  of  the  behdiviour  of  his  garrifbn. 

The  prefervation  of  the  capital  of  Canada  was  a  mod  import- 
ant object.  As  its  wcakucfs,  from  the  extent  of  its  fortifica- 
tionsi  was  well  known  to  General  Howe,  he  was  uneafy  at  not 
having  received  intimation  of  its  danger>  fufficiently  early  in  the 
feafon  to  have  enabled  him  to  fend  troops  to  its  relief  before  the 
winter  fhouM  fet  in.  The  nnoment,  therefore,  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  gulph  and  river  of  St.  Lawrence  became  pradlicable, 
he  detached  the  47th  zegimeot  on  this  fervice,  ^hkh  reached 
'  the  city  of  Qu^ebec  on  the  8th  of  May,  under  the  efcort  of  the 
Niger  frigate,  Captain  Talbot:  and  on  the  loih,  the  Triton 
frigate,  Captain  Lutwidge,  arrived  from  England,  having  fomc 
tTAnfports,  with  the  remainder  of  the  29th  regiment  on  board, 
and  fome  victuallers,  under  convoy. 

A  long  and  fevere  winter's  campaign  did  not  in  the  leaft 
abate  the  vigour  of  Lieneral  Cnrlcton  y  tor  as  loon  as  the  29th 
and  47th  regiments  had  rcfrcft.ed  thenifclves  on  iitore  after  tiie 
voyage^  he  embarked  on  board  tranfports,  and  on  the  20th  of 
Mny  proceeded  up  the  river  St*  Lawrence,  in  order  to  harraft 
the  rebels  as  much  pofTible  ;  leaving  ortlcrs  for  the  troops, 
daily  exped^ed  to  arrive  from  England,  to  follow  him. 

The  General,  in  all  his  operations,  was  well  feconded  by 
Captain  (afterwards  Sir  Charles)  Douglas  of  his  Majefty*s  Ihip 
Ifi  s,  the  fenior  naval  officer  on  this  ftation  ;  who,  that  no  ti^e 
might  be  ioii  in  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  province,  \m- 
mediateiy  after  the  raifing  of  tlie  fiege  of  Quebec,  (ent  down 
the  river  all  the  pilots  that  could  be  procured,  to  conduct  the 
tranfports  which  were  daily  expefted  with  General  Burgoync 
from  England.  He  alfo  provided  pilots  for  the  upper  river, 
placed  frigates  and  armed  veUels  in  proper  iiations  to  alhil  and 
efcort  them  :  and,  leait  the  tranfports  ihould  be  prevented,  by 

contrary 

•  Extrafift  from  Major-Ctncril  Carlct on'*  tetter  to  I  oT^  Ccoi-  c  n^m  ur-. 
•ne  of  lu»  M»]tft7*»  Pmclpal  Secrctaria  of  State,  dated  Qatbcc,  May  14th, 
177^' 
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contrary  winds,  from  faiiiiig  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  asid  the 
troops  thecebjr  obliged  to  difembark  and  proceed  by  l^nd^  he 
was  careful  to  have  other  veflels  commodioufly  ftationed  whh 
provt lions  for  tl.cm  on  their  march.  Their  pafl^ge  from  Eng- 
land hid  been  tedious,  and  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  May 
that  they  reached  Quebec.  They  remained  at  anchor  there  only 
ene  night,  and  proceeded  dire£lly  up  the  river  to  join  Generai 
Carleton,  who  had  ordered  the  troops  to  aflemble  at  the  town 
of  Trois  Rlvit^res,  about  midway  between  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal. When  they  arrived  at  that  place,  part  of  the  army  was 
dtfembarked  and  cantoned  there,  and  in  the  adjacent  villages 
on  the  road  to  Montreal,  and  the  reft  rem^^tned  on  board  the 
tranfports. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  when  the  tranfports  were  at  anchor, 
ai»at  three  miles  above  Trois  Rivieres,  under  the  prote£lion  of 
his  Maje fly's  floop  Martin,  the  rebels  attempted  a  very  boM 
enterprize.  They  embarked,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Thompfon,  upwards  of  two  thoufand  of  their  bed  men 
ill  hfty  large  boats  at  Scrcll,  and  crofling  the  river  St.  Lawrence,| 
landed  at  the  Point  du  Lai  before  day-light,  and  immediately 
marched  to  attack  the  Britiih  troops  at  Trois  Rivieres,  in  hopes 
of  furprifing  tlicm.  The  better  to  concciil  their  dellgn,  they 
rowed  pall  the  Martin  Hoop  of  way  and  tr.infports  in  tlic  river, 
only  taking  care  to  keep  out  of  reach  of  their  cannoru  Briga« 
dier-General  Frafer,  who  commanded  at  Trois  Rivieres,  was 
too  alert  to  be  tluis  entrapped  \  for  ilicy  luul  fcarcelv  begun  th.ir 
attack  on  the  out-pofl  of  the  6 2d  regiment,  when  he  put  him- 
kli  ai  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  with  the  ut- 
moft  expedition  towards  them,  leaving  orders  for  the  remainder 
to  follow  him.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anftruthcr,  the  moment  he 
liOAfd  the  firing,  h^ikned  at  the  head  of  the  62(1  regiment  to 
the  fupport  of  the  poft,  immediately  attacked  the  enemy,  was 
pitfimtly  ieconded  by  the  troops  under  Brigadier*  General 
Frafcr,  and  they  were  foon  after  reinforced  by  more  troops, 
who  brought  along  with  them  fome  field-pieces,  which  did 
mod  excellent  fcrvicc.  JUrigadicr* General  Ntfibit>  who  com- 
manded 
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Rianded  the  troops  on  board  of  the  (hips  in  the  river,  received 

the  iiril  inteliigence  of  what  was  going  on  by  the  firing  lie 
heard  from  the  (hore  ;  on  which,  he  inftantly  made  the  fignal 
for  the  troops  in  the  traiiiports  to  difembaik,  and  with  tlie 
greateib  difpatch  pufiied  a{hore>  (in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  de« 
tachment)  at  the  head  of  as  many  men  as  he  could  find  boats  to 
contain  them.  The  rebels,  who  were  by  this  time  retreating  be- 
fore lirigaiUer-Gener.il  Iraicr,  when  they  perceived  the  troops 
leaping  aihore  from  their  boatSy  and  their  retreat  in  danger  of 
being  cut  off,  fled  with  the  greateft  precipitation  through  the 
woods  towards  Montreal.   The  two  Brigadiers  purfucd  them, 
fceepnig  dofe  by  the  river  (ide,  in  hopes  of  getting  between  them 
aiul  ihcir  boats,  and  by  thefe  means  cutting  off  their  retreat. 
Brigadier  Nefbit  proceeded  as  far  as  Machiche,  and  Brigadier 
Frafer  to  the  Point  du  Lai,  and  thereby  fucceeded  in  intercept- 
ing a  very  confiderable  body  of  the  infurgents.  The  reft>  head* 
cd  by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  (who  had  been  an  officer 
in  his  Majclly's  fcrvice,  and  who  was  the  firft  that  fled  from 
the  aftion)  made  fuchfpeed,  that  they  regained  the  boats,  and 
puflied  off  from  the  fliore,  before  the  troops  under  General 
Frafer  could  come  up.  In  confequence  of  this^  Major-General 
Thompfon^  their  commander^  with  a  Cblonel  Irwin,  the  fecond 
in  command,  feveral  other  commiffioned  officers,  and  about 
two  hundred  private  men,  were  made  prifoners.    While  the 
King's  troops  purfued  the  enemy  along  the  ihore,  the  Martin 
floop»  and  tranfports»  failed  up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  high  as 
the  river  du  Loup,  by  which  means  they  intefcepted  two  of 
the  enemy's  boats  full  of  men ;  but  the  other  boats  had  got  too 
far  o{\\  and  made  their  ekapc.    In  this  ikirmifli,  the  rebeli 
had  a  great  many  men  killed.    For  the  prclcrvation  of  their 
wounded)  which  were  reported  to  be  numerous.  General 
CarletODt  with  his  ufual  humanity,  pubiiifaed  a  proclamation 
inviting  them  to  come  in  from  the  woods  and  furrender ;  to 
fuch  as  would  do  fo,  he  proffered  clemency  and  protection.* 
The  iofs  fuitained  by  the  Iving^s  troops  did  not  exceed  twelve 

or 

*  See  Note  36. 
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or  thirteen  in  killed  and  wouaded.  On  the  pth^  the  regiments 
were  sdl  at  their  fornier  (Utions.  Thofe  whofe  tranfports  had 
got  up  the  riw  wetc  embarked :  and  Brigadier-General  Frafer 
was  ordcrcti  to  m:irch  along  fliorc,  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
whole  tranlports  had  not  been  able  to  get  fo  far  up  the  St. 
Lawrence.  The  wind  becoming  fair»  the  fleet  failed^  and  ar« 
iiTed  the  evening  of  the  14th  off  Sorell,  from  which  place  the 
lear  of  the  rebel  forces  had  only  marched  a  few  hours  before. 
The  grenadiers  and  light-iiif.mtry  of  the  rc.::innents,  on  board 
of  the  tranfports,  landed  immediately,  and  were  fupported  hj 
the  troops  under  Brigadier  Neibit.  Next  morning  more  troops 
were  difembarked,  and  the  command  of  them  given  to  G&» 
ncral  Burgoync,  who  had  orders  to  purfue  the  enemy  up  the 
river  Sorell  to  St.  John's,  but  without  hazarding  any  things 
until  the  column  on  his  right  Aiould  be  able  to  co*operate  with 
htm.  « 

As  foon  a;;  regulations  could  be  made  out,  to  direct  the 
difl^erent  tranfports  in  the  progrefs  of  this  difiicuk  navigation, 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  failed  for  Longueil^  four  leagues 
(rem  Chamble :  and  had  the  wind  continued  fair^  this  coiumn 
of  the  army  would,  in  all  probabiiity^  have  arrived  that  night 
2t  the  place  of  its  deliiuation,  about  the  time  when  tlie  rear  ot 
the  rebel  army  was  retiring  from  Morureal»  unilcr  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Arnold.  The  next  day  the  troops 
were  di(embarked»  and  marched  by  La  Prairie  to  Sr.  John's. 
The  advanced  guard  of  this  column  was  condiicUd  by  Major- 
Ceneral  Phillips.  He  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  near 
St.  John's;  when  he  learned,  that  the  column  headed  by 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoync  had  taken  pofleflTton  of  the  re- 
doubts the  night  before.  Here  they  found  all  the  buildings  in 
flameb  y  the  craft  and  large  boats  which  the  inlurgents  could 
not  drag  up  ilie  rapids  of  Chamble,  togetlier  with  fomc  pro- 
viGons,  being  alfo  burnt.  Brigadier.General  Frafer,  with  the 
corps  under  hb  command,  reinforced  by  a  large  body  of  Cana- 
dians, foon  after  joineil  the  annv,  and  eu».  nnpcd  at  i>t.  John. 

By  far  Uie  moll  fatiguing  and  duiicultpait  of  4hc  campaign 

at 
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at  this  time  commenced  ;  the  objc£t  of  which  was,  to  obtnin  a 
naval  fuperiority  over  the  xebels  on  the  Lake  Chainplaln,  whicli 
was  now  to  become  the  (bene  of  conteft.  With  this  Tiew»  the 
frames  of  feveral  veflels  had  been  prepared  in  England,  and 
cnibarked  in  the  fliips  wliicli  were  fcnt  tins  fciifon  to  Ciin.ul.i. 
A  confuierable  detachment  of  lc'uiiieu»  from  his  Mnj city's  (hips 
and  tranfports  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  now  joined  the  army.* 
By  their  united  labours*  in  twenty-eight  days,  a  (hip  called  the 
Inflexible  was  recunllimflcd  at  St.  John'5.  She  mounted 
cigliteca  twelve  pounders,  and  was  the  hirgcd  velTcl  that  h.id 
appeared  on  Lake  Champiain.  In  the  ihort  fpace  of  fix  weeks 
there  were  built,  or  leconftru^led,  a  fleet  of  upwards  of  thirtf 
fighting  veflels  of  different  kinds  sn6  (izes,  nil  of  them  carry- 
in*^  cannon.  In  .uUlitioa  to  ihefe,  thirty  lon;j;  boats,  a  gon- 
dola weigiiiiig  thirty  tons,  ail  tlie  fiat-bottonud  boats,  and 
about  four  hundred  batteaux,  were  to  be  tranfported  over  land» 
and  drn  ec^ed  up  the  rapids  of  St.  Therefa  and  St*  John's ;  all 
ol  wIik  Ii  was  accompiiihed  with  ailoniiliing  vigour  uad  per* 
Severance. 

To  give  an  adequate  idea  of  thefe  difficulties,  and  of  the 
merit  of  the  exertions  which  furmounted  them,  the  following 

cxtra^l  is  taken  from  Captain  Douglas*^  letter  on  this  occafion 
to  tlic  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.       His  I-ACt  llcncy  the  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  and  the  other  Generals,  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  failors  of  his  Majedy's  ihips  and 
f«  tranfports  have,  (far  beyond  the  ufual  limits  of  their  duty) 
exerted  tlK-mfclvcs  to  tlie  utinofl  on  tiiis  great  niul  toilioiiie 
<<  occafion ;  nor  has  a  man  of  that  profciiion  uttcrcil  a  finglc 
«  word  expreifive  of  difcontent,  amidd  all  the  hardfiiips  they 
**  have  undergone,  fo  truly  patriotic  are  the  motives  by  which 
**  they  are  actuated.    To  crown  ihc  whole,  above  tw  o  hundred 
«*  prime  feamen  of  the  tranfports,  impelled  by  a  due  fenfe  of 
their  country's  wrongs,  did  mod  generoufly  engage  them* 
fclves  to  ferve  io  our  armed  veflels  during  the  expedition, 

»  and 
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and  embai^d  accordingly*   Such  hzYt  been  our  imienutting 
••toils,**  &c. 

The  uLmoll  diligence  having  been  ult:*]  in  the  equipment  of 
diss  fleet,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to  Captain  Thomas 
Fnngle  of  the  Lord  Howe  armed  (hip,*  it  proceeded  from  its 
ftation  near  the  l(k  aux  Noix»  and  entered  Lake  Champlain. 
The  CommcKlore  was  on  board  of  the  Marby  accompanied  hf 
General  Carleton ;  who  left  the  command  of  the  army,  then 
encamped  at  aiul  near  St.  John's,  to  Licuteiiaiu-General  Bur- 
^jncj^  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  embark  in  the  batteaux,  as 
foon  as  he  fhoold  deem  fuch  a  Ilep  proper.  Every  thing  being 
in  ieadinefs»  the  fleet  (ailed  in  queft  of  that  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  commanded  by  General  Arnold,  and  on  the  i  ith 
of  OOober  came  up  vvitli  them,  lying  at  anchor  under  the  ifland 
of  Valcour,  and  formed  in  a  (Irong  line,  extending  from  the 
iibnd  to  the  weft  fide  of  the  continent. f  The  wind  was  fo 
unfajottrabky  that  for  a  confideraUe  time,  the  gun»boats  only 
drald  be  brought  into  a£lion.  The  Carkton  fchooner,  com- 
mandeil  by  Lieutenant  Dacres,  by  much  perfeverance  at  lafh 
got  to  their  afTiflance,  and  for  feveral  hours  p;ave  and  fuftained 
a  very  warm  fire  ;  but  the  impracticability  ot  bringing  any  more 
of  the  fleet  into  a^lion,  induced  Captain  Fringle»  with  General 
Carleton's  approbation^  to  order  off  the  gun-boats  and  Ichooner  $ 
the  fnperiority  of  the  enemy's  force  oppofed  to  them  only, 
being  fo  very  great,  that  no  advantage  could  poOibly  be  gained 
by  continuing  the  cannonade.  Captain  Pringle  brought  the  - 
whole  of  his  fleet  to  anchor,  in  a  line  as  near  to  that  of  the  re- 
^Is  at  he  poflibly  could,  in  otder  to  cut  off  their  retreat ;  but 
the  extreme  darknefs  of  the  enfuing  night,  enabled  them  to  flip 
paft  him  unperccived  :  and  at  day-break  on  the  12th,  they  had 
got  a  confiderable  way  up  the  Lake.  Captain  Pringle  im- 
mediately made  the  fignai  for  the  fleet  under  his  command  to 
.weigh  anchor,  and  purfue  them.  On  the  i3ih  in  the  morning, 
the  vthel  fleet,  confifting  of  eleven  fail,  were  again  diicovered, 
making  for  Crown  Point.    After  a  c]iace  of  feren  hours,  the 
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Biarby  leaying  the  Carleton  and  Infleiible  a  fmall  diftancc 
aftenii  came  up  with  them  about  twelve  o'clock  j  andthougfar 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  was  fcarcely  m  fight,  immediately 

attacked  them  with  the  greatcfl  vigour.  The  action  Lifted  two 
hours  ;  when  five  gondolas  and  the  Congrcfs  galley,  in  which 
was  General  Arnold,  ran  a&ore.  The  Waftiington  galley^ 
with  Brigadier-Genend  Waeerton^  their  fecond  in  command^ 
had  a  little  befoie  (truck  her  colours.  The  infurgents  TefleU 
which  had  run  a(hore  were  immediately  abandoned,  and  blown 
up  by  the  rebels;  ui  tlomg  wlueli,  they  were  greatly  iavoured 
by  the  wind  blowing  off  (hore,  aiul  by  the  narrowncfs  of  the 
Lake.  The  remainder  of  their  fleet  efcaped  to  Crown  Pointy 
and  from  that  got  to  Ticonderago.  In  the  a£tion  of  the  i  ith» 
the  Royal  Savage  fdiooner»  of  tweWe  guns,  which  was  the 
largeftveflcl  the  rebels  had  on  the  Lake,  received  fo  much 
tlamage,  that  they  were*  obliged  to  burn  her,  and  one  of  their 
gondolas  was  funk.  On  the  iithy  another  of  them  was  taken. 
In  both  anions,  their  loTs  of  men  was  very  coniiderable :  but 
die  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  his  Majefty's  fleet  did  not 
exceed  forty.  Both  the  General  and  Commodore  were  very 
highly  pleafed  with  the  behaviour  of  die  oilicers  and  iiten  upon 
this  fervice  ;  and  Lieutenant  D.ieres,  who  fo  much  diitinguifli- 
cd  htmfeif  on  the  i  ith»  was  made  the  bearer  of  bolh  their  dif- 
patches  to  Government.  He  was  mod  gracioufly  received  by 
she  King,  who  ordered  him  a  handfome  preienti  and  dire£led 
that  he  ftiould  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Mafter  and  Coipmandcr. 

Immediately  after  tliis  vitflory,  General  Carleton  fent  orders 
to  General  Burgoyne  to  embark  the  troopst  <^Ad  follow  him  up 
the  Lake  to  Crown  Point ;  but  the  infurgents^  as  foon  as  they 
received  mformation  of  the  dilafter  that  had  befallen  their  fleets 
had  abandoned  the  place,  after  letting  fire  to  their  works  and 
houfes  there,  and  retreated  with  all  their  forces  to  l  iconderago. 
ConGdering  this  place  as  of  va(t  importance  to  their  future 
operations,  they  had  beftowed  much  pains  in  fortifying  it ; 
ere^d  a  wooden  bridge  acrofs  the  very  nanow  part  of  the 
Lake^  from  the  fort  to  a  ftroog  redoubt^  defended  by  camioti 
«  on 
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on  Mount  Independence  aiul  for  the  protedlion  of  the  bridge 
laid,  at  a  little  diltance  from  it,  a  chain' and  boom.  Here  did 
thef  bring  the  remnant  of  their  ihatteied  fleet ;  and  here  did 
they  exert  their  utmoil  efforts  to  reftore  theit  naval  ftrengtlr» 
\n  hopes  of  once  more  obtaining  a  fuperiority  over  the  Britifh 
on  the  Lake,  and  thereby  preventing  the  approach  of  hift 
Majefty's  forces  in  the  next  campaign. 

General  Carieton»  finding  that  the  feafon  of  the  year  wad 
too  far  advanced  to  undertake  any  new  operation,  contented 
himfelf  with  wliai  lie  had  done,  and  recrolTed  the  i.akc  with 
the  fleet  and  army  to  Canada,  in  order  to  prepare  ail  matters 
/or  an  early  profecution  of  hoitilities  in  the  following  yean* 

A  very  gallant  exploit^  in  this  part  of  America^  was  rendered 
ftill  more  confpicuous  by  the  extraordinary  eondud  of  Con* 
grefs.  Captain  Cieorge  Forfter  of  the  8th  replmcnt  of  foot,  of 
which  he  had  a  detachment  coniiiiing  of  about  iiity  men  under 
his  command,  had  coUe^ed  a  number  of  loyal  Canadians  and 
Indians,  and  proceeded  down  the.  river  St.  Lawrence :  with 
thcfc  he  unexpectedly  appeared,  on  the  19th  of  May,  before  a 
fmall  fort  at  a  place  called  the  Cedars,  forty-five  miles  above 
Montreal.  In  this  place  the  rebels  had  a  garrifon  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety  n\en»  and  two  pieces  of  cannon»  under  the 
command  of  a  Major  Butterfield.  Thefe  he  obliged  to  foi^ 
render  at  difcretion.  Captain  Forfler,  at  the  hazard  of  his  own 
life,  fnved  from  the  fury  of  the  Indians  the  lives  of  the  pnloners. 
Provifions  being  fcarcCy  and  having  many  additional  people  to 
maintain,  he  was  obliged  to  put  the  whole  on  Ihort  allowance. 
Tliis  very  much  enraged  the  Indians,  who  infifted  on  putting 
the  prifoners  to  death  ;  but  happily  the  Captain,  by  his  en- 
treatieSf  was  able  to  prevent  them  from  perpetrating  fo 
barbarous  a  deed.  The  day  after  the  fort  had  furrendered,  in* 
telligence  was  brought  that  a  large  party  of  the  enemy,  under 
a  Major  Sherburn,  were  coniing  to  its  relief  j  on  wlneli  the 
Canadians,  under  Meflirs.  Lorimer  and  Montigny,  and  the  In- 
dianS)  rallied  forthj  attacked,  and  after  fome  firing,  defeated 
them.   About  twepty  of  Ae  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded : 
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and  the  reft  were  obliged  to  furrehden  Before  the  pri(bnei* 
came  into  the  fort,  the  Indians  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  their 

wearing  apparel  from  them  :  but  as  foon  as  they  were  dcH^red 
over  to  Captain  Forfter,  he  protc^ed  them  from  all  farther 
violence.  General  Arnold,  after  he  was  forced  to  return  to 
Montreal  frmi  Quebec,  let  out  with  a  detachment  of  eight 
htmdred  men  for  the  CedarSf  in  oVder  to  refcue  the  rebel  troops 
who  were  prifuncrs  there;  but  he  met  with  io  mmy  dilhculues 
in  his  march,  that  before  he  had  got  half  way  he  was  glad  to 
return*  He  afterwards  entered  into  a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  prifooers  with  Captain  Forftcfi  on  the  good  faith  of  which 
their  people  were  fent  to  htm  ;  but  this  agreement  Congrefs  re- 
fufed  to  ratify,  on  the  frivolous  and  unjuft  preterit,  that  their 
ibldiers  had  been  iiripped  almofl  naked  and  ill-ufed  by  the  In- 
diansi  after  the  fort  had  funendered.  For  this  dilhonourable 
condu^,  they  met  Irtth  juft  and  general  cenfure. 

His  Majefty  was  highly  pkail  d  with  the  coiiducl  both  of  his 
fea  and  land  oHicers  in  this  part  of  Nortii  America.  General 
Carleton  (now  Lord  Dorchefler)  was  honoured  with  the  Order 
cS  the  Bath ;  Captain  Jdin  Hamilton  of  the  Liaard^  and  Cap- 
tain Charles  Douglas  of  the  Ifis,  were  created  Baronets  of  Great 
Britain;  Captain*  Mackenzie  and  Pringle  were  made  Pod- 
Captains:  and  the  crews  of  his  Majefty's  ihip  Ifis  and  the 
-oilier  fliipSy  who  had  exerted  themfelves  to  cany  them  forward 
tSrough  the  oppofmg  fields  of  ice  to  the  relief  of  the  city  of 
Quebec,  were  aliowt  d  double  pay  from  tUe  time  they  lefc  Eng- 
land to  the  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  that  city. 

Whilft  ihefe  tranfa^ions  were  palling  in  Canada^  and  the 
more  nonliern  parts  of  America,  odier  operations  were  going 
forward  in  the  fouthern  provinces,  which  have  an  equal  claim 
to  attention.  It  has  been  obfervcd,  that  in  January,  General 
Howe  had  detached  Major-General  Clinton,  with  a  few  com- 
panies of  grenadiers  and  light4nfantry,  from  Boft<m»  The 
General  embarked  in  the  Mercury  frigate,  commanded  by 
Captain  GrxiiK,  and  the  troops  in  tranfports.    They  failed 

from  iioiioni  and  came  to  anchor  at  Sandy  Hook  i  where  Go* 

neral 


Digitized  by  Google 


177^-         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  149 


neral  Clinton  had  an  interview  with  Goveraor  Tryon  of  New 
York,  and  other  friends  of  the  King,  who  had  been  obliged  to 

take  flielter  in  veflels,  and  to  feek  the  prote£lion  of  his  Majefty's 
(hips  ftationed  there.  After  learning  the  fituation  of  New  York 
and  the  adjoining  provinces,  the  General  once  more  proceeded 
to  fea  and  fteered  for  Hampton  in  Virginiai  where  he  met  with 
the  Earl  of  Dunmofe,  with  whom  he  held  feveral  conferences. 
He  then  failed  for  Cape  Fear  in  North  Carolina  where,  about 
the  middle  of  April,  he  was  joined  by  A|^ajor-Generai  Earl 
Comwallis,  with  the  troops  under  his  command  from  England, 
which  had  been  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker.*  Here  General  Clinton  took 
the  command  of  the  land-forces.  During  his  (lay  at  this  place, 
he  difembarked  the  troops  feveral  times,  and  after  allowing 
them  to  remain  fome  days  aihore,  re-embarked  them.  This 
was  done  both  to  relieve  the  men  from  clofe  confinement  at  fea, 
and  to  obtain  IreOi  provifions,  of  which  they  got  a  plentiful 
fuppl^  in  their  different  excurdons  into  the  country.  The 
commanders  of  this  armament  were  in(lru£led,  if  they  faw  that 
It  cmild  be  done  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  to  make  an 
attack  on  fome  of  the  revolted  provinces  to  the  fouthward,'  in 
hopes  of  favouring  the  operations  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
by  obliging  the  rebels  to  detach  a  great  part  of  their  forces  to 
oppofe  them.  With  this  view,  as  Charleftovrn,  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  South  Carolina,  was  confidered  as  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  infurgenls,  and  as  they  had  received  no  orders 
from  Admiral  ShuUlham  or  General  Howe,  either  to  form  a 
jundion  with  the  forces  under  their  Immediate  command,  or 
to  dire£k  their  attention  to  fome  other  obje^,  they  refolved  to 
attack  that  place. 

The  armament  accordingly  failed  from  C.spe  Fear  the  ill  of 
June,  and  anchored  otl  Charledown  bar  on  the  4th.  The  two 
following  days  were  employed  in  founding,  and  laying  down 
buoys  preparatory  to  the  forcing  their  way  into  the  harbour. 
On  the  7th,  all  the  frigates,  and  moil  of  the  tranfport  ,  got 
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over  the  bar  into  Five  fathom  hole.  On  the  pUi*  GSeneral 
Clinton,  with  about  dve  hundred  men,  landed  on  Long  Ifland ; 

and  on  the  loth,  the  Briflol  of  fifty  guns,  with  fome  difficulty 
got  over  the  bar,  and  joined  the  frigates. 

Bjr  the  15th,  all  the  troops  were  diienabarkcd  and  encamped  : 
and  meafures  were  concerted  for  making  a  conjun£t  attack.  The 
lebelsy  who  appeared  in  great  numbers,  were  daily  augment- 
ing  their  works,  on  which  they  mounted  a  great  many  cannon  : 
and  the  Congrcfs,  fufpccling  that  Charlcilovvn  miglu  be  the 
object  of  General  Clinton's  expedition,  fent  Major-General 
Lee  in  great  bade  to  take  command  of  their  troops  in  that 
fliftria. 

It  had  been  reprefented  to  General  Clinton  and  Sir  Peter 

Parker,  that  the  fortrcfs  which  wasciccled  on  Si;Hi\\in's  illanti, 
;ind  whicli  in  a  great  nicafure  defended  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  of  Charledown,  was  in  an  imperfe^  and  unfmiOied 
itate;  and  it  was  therefore  reiblved,  that  their  operations  ihould 
commence  with  an  attack  upon  it,  the  fquadron  battering  it 
from  the  fea,  while  the  army  at  the  fame  dme  ihould  endeavour 
to  tret  bcliind  it  on  the  land-fide,  and  endeavour  to  carry  it  by 
florm.  For  this  purpofe  it  was  intended,  that  the  troops  ihould 
ford  the  pafTage  which  feparates  Sullivan's  from  Long  Ifland» 
the  depth  of  which  had  been  founded)  and  according  to  report 
did  not  exceed  eighteen  inches  at  low  water.  But  when  this 
fervice  came  to  be  attempted,  it  was  found  either  that  the  re- 
port of  the  fliallovvncfs  of  the  ford  was  erroneous,  or  that  the 
attack  was  made  at  aii  improper  time  of  the  tide;  for  when  the^ 
troops  were  ready  to  march  to  fecond  the  operations  of  the 
fqoadrony  the  paflage  was  covered  by  feren  feet  of  water^  and 
ahc.:  ther  impra£licable.*  The  23d  was  firft  fixed  upon  for 
the  attack ;  but  the  wind  proving  unfavourable  prevented  it. 
Pn  the  2^thf  tlie  Experiment  of  lifty  gunsj  Captain  Scott,  ar-> 

rivedj 

*  A  writer  m  ho,  about  this  tirre,  undi  r  the  fij:^ati!rc  <»f  Cindi*.^  iiik-rtt  d  in 
the  public  papers  an  account  f>f  Char!'  ft<»\vn  harbour,  faid,  th-it  the  tlcpth  cf 
watc:  bct'svrcn  l.onj»  IflansI  Suilivai;"*  ifland,  i»  vtiy  much  iiiflucncc4  by  ih^ 
diiedlion  in  ^\bich  the  wind  hapycui  to  blow. 
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med,  and  was  got  over  the  bar ;  and  in  confcquence  of  this 
-acceiTion  of  ftrengtli,  the  Commodore  akered  the  arrangement 
of  his  fquadron.f 

The  weather  proving  favourable  on  the  28th,  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
at  half  an  hour  after  nine  in  the  morning,  acquainted  General 
Clinton  by  flgnaf,  that  he  was  to  proceed  to  the  attack  :  and  at 
half  an  hour  after  ten^  he  made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron  to 
we^h  anchor*    At  a  quarter  before  eleven^  the  Briftol^  Expe* 
rimentf  A£kivei  and  SoJebay,  brought  up  againft  Fort  Sullivan, 
the  Thunder  bomb,  covered  by  tlie  Friendfliip  armed  veflel, 
and  brought  the  falient- angle  of  the  north-eall  bailion  of  the 
fort  to  bear  N.  W.  by  N.    The  JSphynx,  A^eon,  and  Syren, 
were  ordered  to  be  place  d  to  the  weftwardy  to  prevent  fire-£hip8 
and  other  veflels  from  smnoying  the  {hips  engaged  abreaft  of 
the  fort,  to  tiiiila  k'  the  woiks  of  the  infurgents  as  much  as 
^ofllble,  and  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  if  they  ihould  abandon 
them :  unfortunately  thefe  firigatet  were  not  brought  to  their 
proper  ftations  ;  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  the  fliips 
ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  by  this  means  got  on  fliore  on  a 
fand  called  the  Middle-ground.    The  Sphynx  difengaged  her- 
feif  by  cutting  away  her  bowfprst  ^  and  as  it  was  not  yet  flood 
tide,  Ihe  and  the  Syren  were  warped  off.   All  endeavours  to 
get  the  A€^eon  afloat  proving  ineffe^^uaU  her  Captain  and 
officers  the  next  morning  judged  it  expedient  to  fet  the  fliip 
on  hre,  to  prevent  her  from  failing  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels. 

The  attack  began  by  the  Thunder  bomb  throwing  feme  (hellt 

at  the  fort,  as  the  fquadron  were  advancing  againft  it,  but  (he 
was  unluckily  placed  at  too  great  a  diftauce  to  be  of  any  fervicc. 
This  was  foon  perceived  by  Colonel  James  of  tlic  artillery,  who 
lematned  on  board  of  her  during  the  whole  time  of  the  a^ion  % 
and  he  endeavoured  to  remedy  this  defecfl,  by  ordering  an  ad« 
ilitional  quantity  of  powder  to  eacli  mortar.  By  tliefe  means 
few  iheils  reached  the  fort^  but  tiie  recoil  of  tiie  mortals  wa$ 
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fo  much  increafed,  that  their  beds  brolce  down,  and  the  veficl 
bccnnic  ufekfs  for  the  re(t  of  the  day. 

The  infttrgents  on  this  occalion  behaved  remarkably  wcUy  re- 
ferving  their  fire  until  the  (hips  were  within  potnt*blank  fhot, 
when  they  began  a  ftcady  aiul  unremitting  cannonade,  with  an 
aim  too  fatal  in  its  efFccls.  Thcfire  from  the  f(]uadron  was 
well  kept  upi  and  oftener  than  once  that  of  the  rebels  appear- 
ed to  flacken,  as  if  their  woiks  had  been  abandoned.  But  as 
the  King's  troops  were  prevented  from  advancing  by  the  tm- 
praclicabiHty  of  the  ford,  tlic  enemy  reinlurced  the  garrifon, 
and  the  fire  ironi  the  fort  was  renewed  with  frefli  vigour.  Never 
was  greater  bravery  fhown  than  the  fquadron  difplayed  on  this 
occa(ion«  In  the  beginning  of  the  aQioii,  not  a  man  on  the 
BriftoTs  quarter-deck  rfcapetl  b  inj^  killed  or  wounded.  Lord  ^ 
"William  Campbell,  Iiis  Majefty's  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
went  a  volunteer  with  the  Commodore  in  the  Driftol  to  the  at- 
tack>  faperintended  the  dire^ion  of  fome  guns  on  the  lower 
deck,  and,  together  with  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Captain  Morris, 
Lieutenants  Caulheld,  IMolloy,  and  Nugent,  and  ilie  reft  of 
the  ofTicers  and  men,  difplayed  great  courage  in  the  a£lion. 
The  (hips,  after  lying  nine  hours  and  forty  minutes  before 
Wnt  Sullivan,  were  ordered  oiF  by  the  Commodore,  all  of 
them  much  fliattcreiL  The  BriRol  liad  her  main-top-ma(t 
and  mizen-maft  fliot  away,  forty  men  killed,  and  feventy-onc 
wounded  :  Captain  Morns  had  his  right  arm  (hot  off,  and  was 
otherwife  fo  much  wounded,  that  he  died  a  few  days  afterwards* 
The  Experiment  had  twenty-three  men  killed,  and  fifty-fix 
wounded  J  among  the  latter  was  her  commander,  Captain  Scott, 
who  had  his  right  arm  Ihot  off,  and  with  great  dilBcuhy  re- 
covered. In  the  A^ive,  Lieutenant  Pike  was  killed,  smd  fix 
men  wounded :  the  Solebay  had  eight  men  wounded.  The 
Coniniodore,  on  this  oecafitMi,  n-ceivcd  a  ihor.g  tcn.iirjor.y  of 
the  fpirit  and  loyalty  of  the  mailers  and  fcamen  of  his  Majefty's 
tranfportSy  which  dcferves  to  be  remembered,  and  to  their  ho* 
nour  it  is  thus  mentioned,  in  Sir  Peter  Parker*s  public  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.       I  cannot  conclude  this 
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letter  witliout  rcm.irkinpr,  that  when  it  was  known  that  wc 
**  had  many  men  too  weak  to  come  to  quarters,  almoft;  all  the 
^  feamcn  belonging  to  the  tranfpons  ofiered  their  fervice  with 
a  truly  Britifh  fpirit,  and  a  ju{l  fenfe  of  the  caoie  wc  were 
engaged  in.    1  accepted  of  upwards  of  idiy  to  fupplv  tlic 
place  of  our  fick.    The  mafters  of  many  of  the  traniporis 
"  attended  with  their  boat$ ;  but  particular  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  Chamhersi  the  Mafter  of  the  Mercury/' 
Captain  Hope,  of  the  Fricndfliip  armed  Tcflel,  was  fent 
home  with  the  Commcdorc's  difpatches,  in  token  of  his  appro- 
bation of  the  courage  and  abilities  he'had  (hewn  on  the  day  of 
a^ion.  .  Captain  Reid  and  Lieutenant  Cauifield  were  made 
Poft -Captains ;  and  Lieutenants  Molloy  atid  Nugent,  Maften 
and  ConiinAnJers.    As  foon  as  circunutances  would  admit  of 
it»  the  army  was  re-embarked :  and  orders  arriving  from  tlic 
Commanden  in  Chief  for  the  armament  to  return  to  the  nordi- 
ward  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  the  whole  put  to  fda^  ind 
rived  on  the  14th  of  Auguft  at  Sandy  Hook,  near  New  Yorlu 
At  the  time  when  General  Howe  evacuated  lioflon,  rein- 
forcements of  troopsy  and  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  ilores^ 
were  daily  ^xpe£ked  to  aruTtf  from  Europe  for  the  ufe  <tf  the 
King's  fleet  and  army.   This  occafioned  a  fquadron  to  he  left 
in  N.intaiket  road,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Danks  of 
his  Majcfty's  fliip  Renown,  witli  orders  to  block  up  the  port  of 
BoiloUy  to  intercept  all  fupplies  intended  for  it,  and  to  dice^ 
all  ihips  or  veflels  deftined  for  the  Britifli  fleet  And  army,  to 
fleer  for  the  port  of  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia.    Captain  Banks 
remained  on  that  ftation  unmolcUcd  until  the  14th  of  June, 
when  General  WaChington  carried  into  eiFe<^\  the  meafure-.  he 
had  planned  for  diflodging  this  fquadron.   With  great  aflidui- 
ty  he  had  ere^led  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  on  Point  Aklerton, 
and  on  f^-vcral  iflands  which  commaiuUd  the  road,  and  had 
even  brought  a  thirteen  inch  mortar  to  bear  upon  the  ihip$« 
Early  in  the  morning  a  very  briik  fire  opened  on  the  fquadroui 
and  feveral  (hells  fell  very  near  the  fliips.    Captain  Banks  re- 
turned tlie  fire  for  feveral  houisj  but  finding  it  lainofnble  to 
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Majcl[ly*s  CommlfTioners,  to  General  Wailiington  at  New 
York.  The  oiTiccr  who  carried  the  letters  was  received  with 
gteat  politenefs  i  but  the  letters  were  returned,  as  they  were 
not  addrelled  to  Mr.  Waihington  In  his  public  capacity,  of 
Genera!  and  Commander  in  Qiief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
American  .States. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Auguit,  Commodore  Hotliam  mthe  Prcflon 
of  fifty  guns,  accompanied  by  fome  frigatesi  arrived  at  Sandy 
Hook|  having  under  his  efcort  the  tranfports  with  foot  guards 
and  Heflians,  alfo  the  camp  equipage  for  the  army ;  the 
.  troops  were  in  exceeding  good  health:  and  on  the  141!;, 
Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Lieutenant-General  Clinton, 
with  the  armament  under  their  command^  arrived  from  the 
fottthward«*  General  Howe  was  now  enabled  to  begin  his 
eperations,  and  to  a£t  upon  the  oflenfive  againft  the  enemy, 
and  he  made  his  arrangements  according!  y.f 

While  every  thing  was  preparing  for  making  a  defcent  on 
Long  Ifland,  Lord  Vifcount  Howc>  on  the  i5th|  detached 
Captain  Hyde  Parker,  in  the  Phoenix  of  forty-four  guns,  ac- 
companied by  the  Rofe  of  twenty  guns*  Captain  Wallace,  and 
by  the  Tryal  fchooner.  Lieutenant  Brown,  up  the  North 
River,  to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy's  works  on  that  fide.  This 
ferviee  he  performed  much  to  the  fatisfacllon  of  his  Lordiliip, 
having  gone  up  as  far  as  Tarytown,  which  is  twenty-five  miles 
from  New  York,  and  availing  himfelf  of  a  freih  eafterly  wind, 
rejoined  the  fleet  on  the  19th,  with  the  (hips  under  his  com- 
mand. As  the  Ihips  paiTed  and  repafled,  the  enemy's  batteries 
kept  up  n  licavy  cannonade  u^jon  ihcni,  bul  wiiiiuut  any  ma- 
terial efFccl. 

General  Ilowe  having  fignified  to  the  Admiral,  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  make  a  defcent  in  Gravefend  Bay  on  Long 
Ifland,  on  the  morning  of  the  2  2d,  the  necelTary  difpofitions 
of  t!ie  fleet  were  made,  and  fevcnty-five  flat-boats,  with  eleven 

battcaux  and  two  gallics,  (built  for  tliis  fcrvice,)  were  prepared 
for  landing  the  troops. 

Lord 

^  See  Nott  43.  f  Sec  Kote  44. 
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Lord  Howe  delegated  the  dirc£l'ion  and  fupcrlntendencc  of 
the  embarkation  of  the  army  from  Staten  Ifland,  and  of  the  in* 
tended  deicent,  entirely  to  Commodore  Hothamt  who  con* 
.  duded  this  arduous  fervice  with  thtf  greateft  difpatch  and  good 
conilud.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  the  troops 
which  were  to  compofe  the  fccond  and  third  debarkciuoii^  were 
put  on  board  traufports^  ient  up  from  tlie  Hook  to  Staten 
iiUnd  for  that  purpofe.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d|  the 
Phoenix,  Rofe,  and  Greyhound  frigates,  commanded  hj  Cap- 
tains  Parker,  Wallace,  and  Dickfon,  together  with  the  Thun- 
der and  Caicafs  bombs,  uiv^lcr  ihc  tiir^ction  of  Colonel  James, 
were  placed  in  Gravefeiui  Bay,  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
ftrmy. 

llie  flat-boats,  galUes,  and  three  batteaux,  manned  from 
the  (hips  of  war,  were  formed  into  nine  divifrons,  commanded 

refpc'c^ivcly  by  Captauis  \''iinclepiit,  Ma/Ton,  Curtis,  Caldwell, 
Phipps,  Caulficld,  Uppleby,  and  Duncan,  and  Lieutenant 
Reeve  of  the  Eagle.  The  reft  of  tlie  batteaux,  making  a  tenth 
dtirifion,  manned  from  the  tranfports,  were  under  the  condu^ 
of  Lieutenant  Briftow,  an  afliftant  agent  of  tranfports. 

As  foon  as  the  covering  (hips  had  taken  their  refpedive  (Na- 
tions, the  fiiil  embarkation  of  the  iroops  from  Staten  Ifland 
commenced.  This,  confifting  of  the  light-infantry  ^nd  the  fc- 
ferve,  both  forming  a  body  of  four  thousand  men,  and  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant*General  Clinton,  made  good  their 
landing  without  oppoHdon.  The  tranfports  with  the  brigades 
whicli  cumpofcd  tlic  Iccoml  debarkation,  cnnfiiling  of  about 
fivcthoufand  men,  mo\'ed  at  a  little  didancc  after  tlic  ilat-boats, 
gallics,  and  batteaux,  and  by  eight  o'clock  were  ranged  on  the 
outfide  the  covering  Chips.  As  foon  as  the  flat-boats  rttumed 
from  the  (bore,  their  debarkation  commenced,  and  was  fo  ex- 
peditioufly  e^^ed,  that  they  might  have  fupported  the  firft 
t'.iviiifm,  if  the  iniurrents  had  made  any  attack  uoon  them. 
The  trauipurts  with  the  rcniainder  uf  the  troops,  followed  the 
former  in  proper  fucceflion  ;  and  fuch  was  the  activity  of  Com- 
iQodofe  Hotharn^  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.  In 
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which  they  were  well  fecondcd  by  the  exertions  of  Captain  Bour- 
inr^  Rcr,  and  the  other  agents  of  tranfports,  that  befoie  noon 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon^  were  landed 
on  Long  Ifland. 

The  rebels  had  only  fmall  parties  on  this  part  of  the  coaft, 
who,  upon  the  approach  of  the  boats  with  the  King's  forces, 
retired  to  the  woody  heights,  commanding  a  principal  pafs  on 
the  road  from  Flat-bufli  to  their  works  at  BrooUyne.  As  foon 
us  the  army  was  landed.  General  Howe  detached  MajoroQe- 
neral  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Flat-bufh,  with  two  battalions  of  light- 
infantry  and  Colonel  Donop's  corps,  attended  by  fix  field- 
pieces  :  he  had  indru^tions  not  to  riik  an  attack  upon  the  pafs, 
if  he  ihould  find  it  occupied.  This  proving  to  be  the  cafe,  his 
Lordlhip  took  poft  in  the  village.  By  the  pofition  of  the 
army,  it  extended  from  the  Narrows,  through  Utiecht  and 
CJiMvefcnd,  to  tlic  village  uf  FLu-biid. 

On  the  25th,  General  ilowc  ordered  Lieutenant-General  de 
Heider,  with  two  brigades  of  HefTians  from  Staten  Ifland,  to 
join  the  army ;  leaving  one  brigade  of  his  troops,  a  detachment 
of  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  foot  from  Virginia,  and  fome 
convalcfcents  and  recruits,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dalrymple,  for  tlie  fecurity  of  that  ifland. 

On  the  26t]i,  tlie  General  having  fjgniiicd  to  the  Admiral, 
his  intention  of  advancing  that  night  with  the  army  towards 
the  enemy *s  lines,  expreiTed  his  wiOi  that  fome  diverfion  to 
favour  this  movement  might  be  attempted  by  the  fleet :  on 
t^  iiieli,  Lord  Howe  gave  orders  to  Sir  Peter  Park^i  10  take 
ixve  (hips  under  his  command,  and  proceed  with  them  towards 
the  city  of  New  York.  In  the  mean  time,  Lieutenant~Ge- 
neral  de  Heiftet  took  poft  at  Flat-bufli ;  and  in  the  evening 
Earl  Cornwallis,  with  the  Britiih,  drew  off  to  Flat-land. 
About  nine  o'clock  the  fame  night,  the  van  of  the  army,  com- 
manded by  LieuteiKint-General  Clinton,  confiiling  of  the  light 
dragoons,  the  brigade  of  light-infantry,  the  rcfcrve,  under 
Earl  Cornwallis,  (excepting  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  which 
was  pofted  to  tlie  left  of  the  Hcflians)  the  firft  brigade,  and 
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the  feventy-firft  regiment^  .with  foutteen  iield-pieceSi  began 
to  move  from  Flat-laod  acrofs  the  country  through  the  stew 

lots,  to  fcize  a  pafs  in  the  heights,  extenduig  from  eafl  to  weft 
along  the  middle  of  tlie  iiland,  aiid  about  thvuc  miles  from 
Bedford,  on  the  road  to  Jamaica^  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's 
left,  pofted  at  Flat-buih. 

General  CKnton  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  pafs  about 
two  hours  before  d;iY-break  on  the  27th,  halted,  and  fettled 
his  difpofition  for  the  attack.  One  of  his  patrols  failing  in  with 
«  a  patrol  of  the  enemy's  officers,  took  them  prifoners  :  and  the 
General  learning  from  their  information,  that  the  rebels  had  not 
occupied  the  pafs,  detached  a  battalion  of  light-infantry  to 
fee u re  it ;  and  advancing  with  his  cui  ^ks  upon  the  full  appear- 
ance of  day,  poflefled  himfelf  of  tlie  heights,  with  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition as  mud  have  enfurcd  fuccefs,  even  if  be  had  found  the 
infurgents  in  force  to  oppofe  him. 

The  bodv  of  the  army,  coiifuUr.g  of  the  guards,  the 

fecond,  third,  and  fifth  brigades,  with  ten  lie  Id- pieces,  was 
led  by  £arl  Percy,  marched  foon  after  General  Clinton,  and 
halted  an  hour  before  day  in  the  rear  of  his  corps.  The  country 
being  very  clofe,  did  not  admit  of  two  columns  marching 
abreafl:,  therefore,  Earl  Percy's  column  was  followed  by  the 
forty-ninth  regiment,  with  four  medium  twelve  pounders  ^  and 
the  baggage  with  a  feparate  guard  clofed  the  rear. 

As  foon  as  thefe  corps  had  pailed  the  heights.  General  Howe 
ordered  them  to  halt  ;i  little,  that  tlie  foldicrs might  take  fomc 
refreniment.  Having  dune  this,  they  continued  their  march, 
and  about  half  pad  eight  o'clock  arrived  at  Bedford,  in  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  left.  The  attack  was  immediately  begun  by  the 
light-infantry  and  light  dragoons,  on  large  bodies  of  the  rebels 
provided  with  cannon,  who,  h.iviiig  difcov».ied  the  mareh  of 
the  army,  were  fccn  quitting  the  woody  heights  before  men* 
tioned;  in  order  to  return  to  their  lines.  Thefe  were  now  driven  ^ 
back,  and  the  army  continuing  to  prefs  on  to  gain  the  enemy's 
rear,  the  grenadiers  and  33d  regiment  being  in  front  of  the 
colmnii,  foon  got  within  mufquct-lhot  of  the  lines  which  the 
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lebeU  had  thrown  up  at  Brookljrne.  Difregarding  a  wann  Bre 
of  cannon  and  iVnall  arms  from  the  enemy't  lines,  tfaefe  corps 
continued  eagerly  to  purfue  great  numbers  of  them  who  were 

precipitately  retiring  from  the  heights,  until  they  found  thcm- 
fclvcs  ck»fc  to  the  principnl  redoubt  of  the  rebels.  This  they 
immediately  prepared  to  ail'ault,  but  were  prevented  by  General 
Howe,  who  repeatedly  fent  them  otdera  to  draw  off,  with 
which  orders  they  fciadantly  complied. 

Lieittenant-General  de  Heifter  began  foon  after  day-break  to 
cannonade  the  eiu-niv  in  his  front ;  and  upon  the  approach  of 
the  right  of  the  Knig's  army,  he  ordered  Colonel  Donop's  corps 
to  advance  and  attack  the  rebels  poded  on  the  hill.  In  this  at* 
'  tack,  he  fupported  them  at  the  head  of  his  brigades*  The 
light-infantry  having  been  reinforced,  about  the  fame  time,  by 
a  confidcrable  detachment  from  the  foot  guards,  who  had  join- 
ed them  with  the  greatcll  al.^critv,  had  taken  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  were  warmly  engaged  with  very  fuperior  numbers 
in  the  woods*  But  on  the  approach  of  the  Hcifians,  the  rebels 
every  where  give  way,  and  were  completely  routed  in  that 
qnnncr. 

On  tlie  left,  General  Howe  placed  Major-General  Grant, 
with  the  fourth  and  fixth  brigades,  the  42 d  regiment,  and  two 
companies  of  the  New  York  provinciaU  with  orders  to 
advance  along  the  coaft,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  draw 
the  enemy's  attention  to  that  fide,  and  to  make  them  lefs  on 
their  guard  to  ihc  Jcii  of  their  own  army,  againll  which  tlic 
principal  attack  was  defigncd.  About  auchiight  he  fell  in 
with  their  advanced  parties  i  and  at  day*break  on  the  a 7th,  he 
met  a  large  corps  with  cannon,  very  advantageouily  poited. 
With  thefe  he  had  fome  (kirmiflitng  and  cannonading  for  fome 
hours,  until  the  firing  at  Brooklyne  gave  ifie  rebels  to  under- 
(land,  that  their  left  had  been  turned  and  forced.  Dreading 
that  their  right  might  thus  be  cut  off,  with  a  view  of  fecuring 
it,  they  made  a  movement  acrofs  a  fwamp  and  creek  that  cover- 
ed the  right  of  their  works  i  but  being  met  in  their  waj  by  the 

fecond 
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fecond  battalion  of  Brtttfli  grenadiers^  which  was  prefently  fup« 
ported  by  the  feventy-fird  regiment,  and  the  left  of  General 
Grant's  corps  coining  up  at  the  fame  timcy  they  fuftaincd  great 

lofs.  In  hopes  ot  niakiiijj;  their  efcnjK*,  majiy  of  tliem  plunged 
into  the  morafs,  where  feveral  were  lutibcatcd  or  drowned.' 
£arly  in  the  momtngi  Sir  Feter  Parker,  having  under  his  com^ 
mand  the  AGa,  Renown,  Predon,  Roebuck,  and  Repulfe, 
attempted  to  work  up  towards  New  York  ;  but  the  wind  hav- 
ing veered  to  the  northward  loon  after  day-break,  they  could 
not  proceed  fo  far  as  was  intended.  The  Roebuc.k  only, 
which  was  the  leading  (hip,  was  fo  far  advanced  that,  on  per- 
ceiving that  the  corps  under  Major-General  Grant  was  en- 
gaged w  1th  the  rebels,  (lie  was  barely  able  to  exchange  a  lew 
random  Ihot  with  their  battery  on  Red  Hook.  Higher  it  was 
impofiiblc  for  the  ihips  to  fetch ;  and  the  tide  of  ebb  foon  aftef 
fetting  ftrongly  down  the  river,  they  were  obliged  to  come  to  an 
anchor. 

General  Putnam  commanded  the  rebel  troops  on  Long 
ifland.  The  force  he  detached,  from  his  lines  at  Brooklyne^ 
was  computed  to  be  about  ten  thoufand  men.  Thefe  he  put 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Sullivan,  and  Brigadier- 
Genei.ils  Lord  Stirling  and  lUiell,  v.  lio  were  all  three  made 
pnloners  in  tliis  action.  The  lofs  which  tlie  rebels  luitained 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned,  was  upwards  of  two  thou- 
fand men.  The  prifoners  taken  from  them,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  amounted  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety-feven  men,  of  which 
niiit!  officer:)  and  lifty-eight  privates  were  wouiidech  'i  hey  alio 
loft  hve  field-pieces  and  one  howitzer^  On  the  part  of  the 
King's  troops,  five  officers  and  fifty-fix  men  were  killed,  and 
twelve  officers  and  two  hundred  and  forty-five  men  were 
wounded.*  The  Honourable  Lieutenaiu- Colonel  Moncktoii 
was  the  only  fieid-othccr  wounded.  He  was  lliot  through 
the  body,  but  foon  recovered.  General  Howe  w^s  highly 
plea(ed  with  the  condudl  of  the  ofiicera  and  meti  under  his 
command. 
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Notwithftandiflg  this  dircomfiture,  the  fpirit  of  the  rebtls 
was  not  broken ;  and  no  deferters  came  ofer*  |ko  give  the 
Britifli  General  intelligence  of  their  fituation  or  intentions. 
General  Waihington  either  was  in  the  lines  at  Brooklyne  when 
his  troops  were  forced  from  the  adjoining  l»ei^ht<;,  or  came 
there  foon  after,  and  gave  direttioiis  for  their  retreat  from 
Long  Ifland,  which  they  accompliflied  in  the  night  of  the  ipth, 
with  fo  much  pmclence  and  fecreqr*  that  they  had  nearly  aR 
reached  New  York,  before  their  design  was  difcovered  by  the 
Bririih  army. 

In  the  evening  of  the  27th|  General  Howe  encamped  his 
army  in  front  of  die  enemy's  works  i  and,  on  the  28th  atnighti 
hfoke  ground  at  fix  hundred  yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt  on 

their  left  :•  but  he  wns  loon  cafed  of  the  trouble  of  carrying  on 
regular  approaches,  by  the  rebels  abandoning  their  intrench* 
ments  at  Brooklync  and  Red  Hook  the  following  night.  On 
the  night  of  the  30th,  they  alfo  evacuated  Govemor^s  ifland; 
leaving  cannon  and  ftorcs  in  all  their  works.  With  fuch  pro- 
found iilence  did  they  embark  at  Brooklyne,  that  their  flight 
was  not  difcovered  until  day-break  of  the  30th,  when  the 
piquets  of  the  King's  army  took  pofieflton  of  their  hnes>  &c. 
The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy^s  army  were  then  in  boats  eroding 
ever  to  New  York,  and  a  few  fliots  c  liicU  at  tlicm  before 
they  reached  the  oppoiite  Oiore,  which  was  all  the  mokiiatioil 
liiey  received  in  their  retreat  from  Long  IHand. 

The  General  and  Admiral  con(idering  the  recent  fuccefe  of 
their  armsy  as  aflbrding  them  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
ncling  v.  ith  effe(fl,  in  their  capacity  of  Commiflioners  fur  re- 
lioriog  peace  to  the  colonies,  now  deemed  it  their  indiipcnfibic 
duty  to  take  fome  fteps  for  the  accomplifluncnt  of  fo  dcfirabie 
a  porpofe.  With  this  Tiew,  they  requefted  a  conference,  by 
addrefling  Fetters  to  the  Members  of  Congrefs  in  their  private 
capacities,  and  to  fome  geniiemeu  at  Philadelphia,  through 
the  means  of  Major-General  Sullivan,  who  went  theie  npoa 
his  parole.  The  Congreisi  although  the  Commiflioners  weie 
-  debarred  from  treating  with  tbcm  as  a  poUic  body,  agreed  to 
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same  a  deputation  of  their  number  to  hear  the  pfopofitiond 
which  they  had  to  offer.  Hiis  deputation  vas  accordingly 
appointed,  and  on  the  nth  of  September  wanted  upon  them 

at  Suteu  Iil\iKl,  bur  without  being  able  to  agree  upon  the 
preltminary  rnpulations,  which  the  Congrefs  thought  neceilary 
to  their  asking  with  fecurity  and  decidon. 

A«  the  propofed  accommodation  had  thus  failed.  Lord  and 
General  Howe  concerted  meafures  to  force  the  enemy's  army 
from  New  York.  With  this  view  five  frigates,  viz.  the  Phofr* 
nix,  Roebuck,  Orplicus,  Carysfort,  and  Rofe,  commdndcd  by 
Captains  Parker,  Uamoad,  Fauibaw,  liudfon,  and  Wallace^ 
pafled  that  town  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  September,  re* 
ceiring  a$  they  pafled  a  heavy  fiie  fronr  the  enemy,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  off  Bnihwyck  creek,  oppofite  to  Kipp's  bay  in  the 
Kali  River  i  where  it  had  bccu  determined  to  endeavour  10  laud 
the  King's  troops. 

The  flat-boats,  batteaux,  and  gallieS}  were  put  under  the 
diie£kion  of  Commodore  Hotham,  who  arranged  ^im  in  di« 
Yifions,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  C^ptainji  Vandeput^ 
Caldwell,  Dickfon,  Caulfield,  Phipps,  and  Molldy,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Howorth  of  the  Eagle,  aflifted  by  Lieutenants  Henry, 
Parry,  Chads,  and  Briliow,  agents  of  tranfports*  Thefe  were 
manned  from  the  two-decked  (hips  and  tranfpgrts,  and  ient  up 
the  river  at  different  times  from  Staten  Ifland.  By  keeping 
dole  to  die  fliore  of  Long  Ifland,  they  pafled  undiicoveied  by 
the  enemy  on  the  oppodte  (ide.  Nor,  on  this  occafion,  (hould 
the  very  great  merit  of  fix  mafters  of  tranfports,  viz.  Robert 
Roughead,  Richard  Fowler,  John  Randall,  Tliomas  Brown^ 
—  Chambers,  and  —Stuart,  be  forgotten.  They  volun- 
tarily oficred  to  conduct  the  Ihtps  they  commanded  wherever 
Lord  Howe  might  dire^.  Their  ofler  vras  accepted,  and  they  - 
were  fent  up  the  E.ill  River  on  the  14th,  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant:*  Knowks  and  Laird,  agents  of  tranfports. 
Their  veflels  were  appointed  to  take  on  board  a  number  of 
troqw  from  Bufliwyck,  who  might  be  at  hand  to  give  timely 
fupport  to  the  divifion  olf  troops  who  ihould  make  good  their 
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landings  and  who  weie  to  be  embarked)  for  that  purpofei  inr 
flat-boats  at  Newtown  creek. 

To  draw  the  attention  of  thecnemv  ns  much  as  pofTihle  from 
the  real  ohjc^X  of  attack,  Lord  Howe,  at  the  deiire  of  the 
General,  fent  another  detachment  from  the  fleet  up  the  North 
River,  viz.  the  Renown,  Repulfe,  and  Pearl,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Captain  Banks.  They  pafled  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
the  15th,  and  anchored  off  Bloomingdalc,  about  fix  miles  above 
the  town  of  New  York.  The  night  following,  tlic  rebels  fent 
four  fire  vcHels  fuccefTivoly  ngainil  tJiem  *,  but  with  no  other 
cflfe£^  than  obliging  the  Renown  and  J^earl  to  fliift  their 
ftations. 

When  the  enemy  abandoned  their  lines  at  Brooklyne,  and  re-  • 
treated  from  Long  Uland,  General  Howe  moved  tl.e  King's 
army  from  Bedford,  leaving  General  de  Heiilcr,  with  two 
brigades  of  Heflians,  encamped  upon  the  heights  of  Brooklyne^ 
and  one  brigade  of  Britifli  at  Bedford,  and  took  five  pofitions 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  NewtO¥m,  Bufhwyck,  Hellgate,  and 
Flulhing.  At  the  fame  time,  he  took  pollclljon  of  Montrcfor 
and  Buchanan  iflands  ;  on  which  he  erccled  batteries  againHE 
diofe  of  the  enemy  at  Horen*s  Hook,  which  commanded  the 
pafTage  at  Hellgate.  The  General  endeavoured  by  all  his  mo- 
tions, to  prepoilefs  the  enemy  with  a  belief  that  he  intended  to 
make  his  dcfcent  at  Stuyvefant's  cove,  Horen's  Hook,  and 
Harlem  :  and  they  accordingly  paid  their  greateft  attention  to 
thofe  places.  They  liad  alfo  a  body  of  troop^>  polled  in  the 
works  which  they  had  ereded  round  Kipp's  bay,  which  they 
Itgardcd  only  as  a  fccondary  obje^. 

The  pilots,  on  account  of  the  flrength  of  the  tides,  declined 
to  take  chvirge  of  the  covcving  (\\'ips  of  war  ih.it  were  to  be 
placed  towards  He  Urate,  in  order  to  ilraw  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  to  that  part  of  the  coaft.  Ail  the  five*  were  there forc» 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  placed  in  Ripp*sbay,  where  thej 
began  an  inceflfant  and  well-dire£l:ed  fire  againft  the  works  in  the 
bay,  which  they  compelled  llie  infrngeBts  to  abandon.  At^e 

fame 
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fame  tiine^  the  firft  divifion  of  the  army,  conCfting  of  the  light- 
infantry,  the  Briti(h  refervey  and  the  HeiHan  grenadiers  and 

cha^Tcurs,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Clinton, 
having  with  him  Lieutenant* General  Larl  Cornwallis,  Major- 
General  Vaoghan,  Brigadier- General  Leilie,  and  Colonel  Do-* 
nop!  embarked  at  the  head  of  Newtown  creeki  on  board  of  the 
flat-boats.  Condu£(ed  by  Commodore  Hotham,  and  the  navy 
Captains  acimg  under  him,  they  proceeded  down  the  creek  to 
Kipp's  bayi  where»  under  cover  a  briik  Hre  from  the 
frigatesy  they  made  good  their  landing  about  noon,  without 
oppofition  from  the  enemy.  General  Clinton  immediately  took 
pofl:  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  on  the  heights  of 
Intlenberg  :  in  doing  of  which,  Major-General  Vaughan  was 
wounded  in  the  thigh  by  2  random  (liot.  The  Heflians  wece 
ordered  to  move  towards  New  York,  and  in  executing  that 
^order,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the  rebels,  retiring  from  Stuyvei^ 
ant's  cove.  Some  firing  enfucd,  by  which  the  enemy  had  a 
Brigadier-General^  fome  other  officers,  and  feveral  men  killed 
and  wounded}  with  the  lofs  of  four  men  killed,  and  eight 
wounded,  on  the  part  of  the  Heflians. 

As  foon  as  the  fecond  debarkation  had  joined  the  firft,  Ge- 
neral iiowc  ordered  the  whole  to  move  forward,  and  attack  a 
ftrong  corps  of  the  rebels  ported  on  an  eminence,  about  three 
miles  from  Incienberg  towards  Kingibridge,  having  M^Gowan's 
pafs  in  the  rear.  When  they  faw  the  King's  troops  advancing, 
they  retired  to  the  iuaiii  body  of  ihcir  urmy  on  Morris's  heights, 
where  General  Walhington  had  taken  poit,  and  was  in  great 
fece,  having  at  lead  eighteen  thoufand  men  with  him  ^  ik 
thoufand  of  which  had  been  employed  at  the  feveral  bays  on 
Eaft  River,  to  oppofe  a  defcent  on  that  part  of  die  coaft.  B©. 
fidca  tluTe,  the  iniurgents  had  at  IcaH:  four  thoufand  men  in 
New  York,  under  General  Putnam  j  who  being  apprized  of 
the  danger  he  run  of  having  his  retreat  cut  off,  prudently  de- 
termined to  evacuate  the  town  with  all  pofBble  fecrecy  and  ex- 
pedition. Having  accordingly  obtained  guides  on  whom  he 
could  depciid,  he  put  his  garrifon  in  motion  as  fuoaai*  the  day 
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clofed ;  and  hj  the  route  in  which  he  was  conduf^ed,  he  avoid-* 
cd  all  the  poft$  of  the  King's  army)  and  joined  General  Wafli> 
ington  before 'day-break  the  next  morning.    As  foon  as  it  was 

known  th:it  tlie  enemy  had  abandoned  New  York,  IMaJur-Gc- 
neral  Robertfon^  with  a  brigade  of  infantry,  was  detached  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take  pofleihon  of  it.  The  pofi- 
tion  of  the  royal  army  on  the  night  of  the  I5thj  had  its  right 
to  Horen's  Hook,  and  its  left  at  the  North  River,  near  to 
Bloomingdale.  The  rebel  army  occupied  the  ground,  with 
ftrong  and  extenfive  works,  on  each  fide  of  Kingfbridge,  and 
a  ledoubt  with  cannon»  on  a  height  on  the  Jerfey  fide  of  North 
Kiver,  oppofite  to  the  Blue  BelL 

On  tlie  1 6th  in  the  morning,  a  large  detachment  of  tlic 
enemy's  troops  having  palled  under  cover  of  the  woods,  near  to 
the  advanced  pofts  .of  the  King's  anny>  by  way  of  Vandeiv. 
watei^s  heightf  the  fecond  and  third  battalions  of  light-infantry, 
fupported  by  the  Royal  Highlanders,  attacked  them  and  drove 
them  back  to  their  intrcncluncnts.  General  Waf]iin;;ron  hav- 
ing immediately  marched  a  corps  of  at  kail  three  thoufand  men 
to  their  fupport^  an  a^ion  commenced  $  on  which  General 
Howe  fent  orders  to  the  referve,  with  two  field-pieces,  a  bat* 
taUon  of  liclTian  grenadiers,  and  a  company  of  cliafTcurs,  to 
march  to  the  affidance  of  the  Britifii  troops  and  prevent  them 
from  being  furroundcd :  but  the  light-infantry  and  Royal 
Highland^rst  with  the  aid  of  the  chafiisurs  and  field-pieces,  had 
fepuMed  the  enemy  with  confiderable  lofs,  and  compelled  them 
to  retire  within  their  works.  On  tins  occafion,  the  enemy  was 
fppqrted  to  have  loit  about  three  hundred  men  in  killed  and 
wounded ;  and  among  the  former  a  ColoneL  The  King's  army 
liad  eight  officers  (lightly  wounded^  fourteen  men  killed,  and 
about  feventy  wounded. 

About  midnight,  between  the  20th  and  2 id,  fome  unprin- 
cipled zealots  to  the  American  caufc,  attempted  to  burn  the 
town  of  New  York.  The  flames  broke  out  at  the  fame  time 
in  diflerent  parts  of  the  city ;  matches  and  combuftibles  were 
foujid  aiduily  prepared  for  the  puipuic  i  uay,  wicuhco  were 
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"deteded  in  the  very  of  kindling  the  matches.  Some  of 
ihek  were  put  to  death  by  the  enraged  troops  *,  and  one  of 
them,  who  efcapcd  from  .1  fentinel,  had  the  Aud.u'ity  to  de- 
clare, that  he  would  again  embrace  the  lirll  opportunity  0£ 
fetting  fire  to  the  place.  As  the  wind  blew  high,  the  town 
*initft  have  been  totaOy  deftvoyedy  if  the  conflagration  had  not 
been  checked  in  its  progress  by  the  extraordinary  exertions  of 
Major-General  Robertfon,  with  the  trcwps  in  garrifon  under 
his  command,  and  the  brigade  of  guards,  who,  on  this  emer- 
gency, were  detached  irom  the  camp.  Notwitliiianduig  their 
vtmoft  efSoxts  to  fave  it^  about  one-fottrth  of  the  city  was  tfon- 
fumed. 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  artillery  (lores  were 

found  in  and  near  New  York :  .iiul  ilie  lofs  fullaiiicd  by  the 
King's  armjj  from  the  14th  to  the  21ft  of  September^  was  but 
imall.* 

After  waiting  two  days  for  a  favourable  wind,  on  the  a4th9 
Lord  If  owe  fent  Captain  Hamond  in  the  Roebuck,  accompani* 

cd  by  the  Emerald  and  Tartar  frigptt  s,  and  Carcafs  bomb, 
againfl  the  rebels'  pofl  at  Paulus  Hook,  fttuated  on  a  neck  of 
land  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  nearly  oppoiite  to  New  York,  On 
the  approach  of  his  Majefty's  ihtps*  the  enemy  abandoned  their 
works  and  batteries^  and  a  detachment  of  troops»  fent  by  Ce- 
neral  Howe  to  afiift  in  die  expedition,  immediately  landed,  and 
icizcd  ihcm  without  oppofition.  The  poflbflion  of  this  po(l 
was  of  the  greatelt  importance  to  the  King's  forces,  as  the 
fleet  could  now  enter  the  North  River,  and  co-operate  wkk 
the  armyi  without  being  annoyed  by  the  enemy^s  artillery. 

On  die- 8th  of  0£);ober«  about  four  in  th^  momingi  the 
rebels  made  an  attempt  to  furprize  the  King's  troops  (lationed 
on  Montrefor  iiland,  wliicli  might  be  regarded  as  an  out-poll 
to  the  army.  About  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  men^ 
under  a  Colonel  Jackfon,  with  two  field-pieces,  came  down 
from  Harlem  river  in  Ave  flat-bottomed  boats.  They  were 
£rft  obferved  by  the  Brune  frigate,  ilun  at  anchor  off  the 
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ifland,  wljich  fired  very  brifkly  on  them,  and  funk  one  of  tlieijr 
boats  full  of  men.  The  others  made  good  tlieir  landing  on  die 
illancl^  and  attacked  the  troops  poiicd  there,  vho  confided 
enly  of  a  company  of  the  7  lil  regiment^  but  they  behaved  with 
fuch  courage  and  firmnefs,  that  they  were  quickly  repulfed  and 
ihivcii  hack  to  their  boats.  They  liad  a  Major  11.;  ;]^:)',  and  a 
coniidcrable  number  of  men  killed ,  and  left  a  M^jor  and 
twenty-two  men  wounded,  who  were  made  prifoners.  Their 
commandant  was  alfo  wounded.  In  this  fkirmifli^  the  71(1 
regiment  had  four  men  killed,  and  (is  wounded. 

In  order  to  pre  vent  the  rebels  from  receiving  fupplles  by  the 
Korth  River,  Lord  1 1  owe  fcut  a  detachment  of  ihips,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  above  their  works  at 
Jeffrey's  Hook,  on  York  ifland:  as  they  had  been  attempt in^r 
to  block  up  the  channel  of  the  river,  by  means  of  their  wooden 
frames,  he  was  likewife  inflru6led  to  put  a  flop  to  that  opera- 
tion. It  was  the  9th  before  the  wind  ferved,  for  the  iliips  to 
proceed  on  this  fervice.  In  paffing  die  enemy's  works  they 
fuflered  confiderably  in  mads  and  rigging,  and  had  fome  men 
killed.^  Captain  Parker*s  little  fquadron  chafed  fome  of  their 
gallies  from  their  flations,  behind  the  lines  of  frames  and 
veiiels  which  they  had  funk  to  obilru£fc  the  paiFage  of  the  river. 
Two  of  thefe  he  took,  ojpe  mounting  a  thirty-two  pounder, 
with  fwivels  •,  the  other,  two  nine  and  two  four  pounders. 
Other  two  of  their  gallies,  with  fome  fmall  veflels,  favoured 
by  the  tide  and  weather,  got  into  flioal  water,  where  they 
were  prote^ed  by  their  works  on  ihore. 

General 

\  Return  of  tht  killed  an4  wounded  on  board  hU  Majvfiy*t  (b'fi,  in  paffing^ 
the  enemy *fi  batteries,  on  the  9th  of  OiSober,  17/6:  . 

Phainix. — Or.c  MiGfliipman,  two  fi.air.t.n,  o:.j  fiXNant,  ki  '.lJ  ;  one  Bontf\vi.in, 
ci.c  cary'uitir,  ti.'Tl.t  one  Itrvaui,  ui.c  ..tgio  moxj,  one  pti- 

T.itc  v.-r  uiuUJ. 

Roebuck. — Ort  Lit-UtcT  uiit,  oi;f  Midfliipman,  two  f.^Mur,  killed  ;  one  Mid-v 
fhipmuii,  i>»o  hamcn,  cnt  torpural  ot  m..ii;.ts,  wounded. 

Tartar.— Osc  Alidibipman*  kiUcd;  one  Lia:tcnitnt  of  xuariues,  Vhcutdcd. 

TbUL — Nice  killed ;  eighteen  wounded. 
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General  Howe,  afier  having  fully  reconnoitred  all  the  ene- 
my's works  and  poRs  in  front  of  his  army  on  New  York  ii]axi4» 
found  them  fo  flrong  hj  nature^  and  defended  by  fuch  Dum* 
bcrsy*  that  an  immediate  attack  upon  them  would  probably  be 
attended  with  fuch  lofs,  as  might  in  a  great  meafure  difable  his 
army  for  tlie  rcfl  of  t\\c  campaign,  while  the  rebeU  would 
ia&'tr  but  little  by  it :  and  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe,  he  could  fcarce- 
iy  hope  to  be  able  to  maintain  the  ground  he  had  gained*  He 
therefore  refolved  to  purfue  fuch  a  plan  of  operations,  as 
would  Lither  compel  Gcr.cr  il  AV.:{hington  to  quit  his  prefent 
flronghoid,  or  render  his  fituation  extremely  hazardous,  by 
cutting  •off  his  communication  with  Conne£licut ;  whereby,  as 
the  fleet  almofl:  entirely  interrupted  their  intercourfe  with  the 
JerCcs,  the  cneir.y's  army  nui(l  he:  To  licmmed  in  on  .ill  1h':cs, 
that  a  tiiTx  ly  retreat  only  could  pollibly  fave  them  from  deiiruc- 
tion.  No  time  was  to  be  loit,  as  the  rebels  were  buiiiy  pre- 
paring to  cilabliih  themfelves  where,  they  were  for  the  winiur. 
In  order  to  accomplifli  His  dcfign,  Lieutenant- General  Eaxt 
Percy  was  left  to  command  ua  New  York  iiland,  li  ivitiir  under 
him  two  brigades  of  Britifh  and  one  of  Heihan  hilantrjK, 
ilrongly  intrenched  near  Harlem,  to  cover  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  Commander  in  Chief,  with  the  reft  of  the  army 
on  the  ifland  of  New  York,  embarked  ia  ll.it- boats  and  other 
craft  in  Kipp*s  bay,  on  Uie  night  of  the  nth  ui  October,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Commodore  Hothamj  and  the  navy  Cap- 
tains appointed  to  condu^  this  fervice.  They  rowed  down 
the  river,  and  proceeded  to  the  eaftward ;  but  juft  as  they 
entered  tlic  dangerous  palTagc  called  llellgate,  a  tiiick  tog 
came  on,  from  which  every  ill  conre4Ucnce  was  to  be  apprc* 
hended.  It  fortunately  happened,  however,  that  the  only  in- 
jury fuftained  was  the  overfetting  of  an  artillery  boat ;  by 
which  accident,  two  ficld-pieccs  and  tl;i\t  men  w.ic  loft.  The 
hoits  prclied  iliiougli,  and  about  nine  in  the  morning  of  the 
i2th,  the  troops  were  landed  without  oppofition,  under  cover 
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of  tke  Carysfort  frigate,  on  the  pcninfula  of  Frog's-neck,  in 
the  Sound,  about  ten  miles  eailward  from  New  York.  la 
this  difficult  movement,  the  moj  was  happily  extricated  from 
their  perilous  fituation,  by  the  aAWity  and  good  omdtt£b  of 
Lord  Howe,  Commodore  Ilotham,  and  die  navy  Capuins  and 
ollicerSf  who  accompanied  the  troops.  At  this  place*  the 
anny  was  under  a  neceflity  of  waiting  five  days  for  (tores  and 
pnmfions*  This  delay  was  occalioned  partly  by  had  weaitfaert 
and  partly  by  the  tnnfporting  of  three  battalions  of  Helfians 
from  Statcn  lilandj  which  General  Howe  had  ordered  to  join 
the  army. 

General  Howe  judging  it  proper  to  move  the  aimy  to  the 
caftward  of  Frog's-neck,  the  light«infantry,  grenadiers,  and 

(ihcr  corps  of  the  firft  embarkation,  were  embarked  in  the 
flat-boats  on  the  i^th,  and  landed  on  Pell's-neck,  ulnch  is 
feparated  from  Frog's-neck  by  Hutchinfon  river.  The  reft  of 
the  army,  which  had  oniy  that  narrow  ftream  to  pafs,  weie  in 
a  few  hours  conveyed  over  it,  with  the  artillery  and  baggage. 
The  whole  immediately  advanced,  and  lay  that  night  on  their 
^rms ;  their  left  upon  a  creek  oppoUte  to  £aft  Chefier,  and 
their  right  near  to  Rqchelic. 

While  the  army  was  on  the  march  to  this  ground,  a  ikinnifli 
enfued  with  a  fmal!  party  of  the  rebels  poftcd  to  defend  a  nar« 
TOW  caufeway.  They  were  purfued  for  a  mile,  when  a*con- 
fiderable  body  of  their  troops  appearing  in  front,  po(Ud  behind 
ftone  walla  and  in  woodsj  the  General  detached  fome  compa« 
mcs  of  light-infantry,  and  a  part  of  the  n^afleurs,  to  diflodgo 
them.  In  this  they  cffeOu  illv  fuccecdcd  j  but  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mufgrave,  commanding  the  hrit  battalion  o£  light- 
infantry,  and  Captain  Evelyn  of  the  4th  regiment,  were  both 
woimded ;  the  latter  died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  much  rc« 
gTCtted :  three  foldiers  were  killed,  and  twenty  wounded. 
The  enemy's  lofs  011  thisi  occaGon  was,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel 
kilkd,  a  Major  wounded,  and  about  ninety  men  lulled  and 
wounded. 

The  1 6th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  under  the  command 
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of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harcourt,  (one  tranfport  excepted)  ar- 
med on  the  3d  at  Sandy  Hook.  They,  and  the  i  -jth  regiment 
of  light  dragoons,  joined  the  mnny  under  General  Howe  on 
the  20th  of  OAober:  On  the  21  ft,  the  right  and  centre  of 
the  Britifh  army  took  i  pi  iitlon  .il)OUt  two  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  Rochclle,  ou  the  road  to  the  White  Plains  Uic  Com- 
mander in  Chief  leaving  Lieatenant*Generai  de  Ueifter,  with 
two  brigades  of  Heffians  and  one  of  Britifh,  to  occupy  the 
former  ground.  lie  had  alfo  detached  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rogers,  with  his  corps  of  Rangers,  to  take  pofleflion  of  Ma- 
maioneck,  where  the  carelcfTnefs  of  his  fentinels,  on  the  21  ft, 
expofed  him  to  a  furprife  from  a  large  body  of  the  rehelt,  hf 
which  he  loft  a  few  men  killed  or  taken.  Neverthelefs,  by  % 
fpiriied  exertion,  he  rallied  his  men,  nnd  obliged  the  enen^y 
to  retreat,  leaving  behind  them  fome  prifoncrs,  and  feverai 
killed  and  wounded.  To  prevent  the  like  difafter  in  futttre^ 
General  Howe  ordered  Brigadier-General  Agnew,  with  the 
brigade  under  his  command^  to  fuftain  the  poil  at  Mamaro- 
neck. 

The  fleet  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fielding,  which 
efcorted  the  fecond  divifion  of  the'Heifians  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Knyphaufen,  and  the  regiment  of  Waldeckers,  arriv* 

cd  on  the  1 8th  at  New  York,  very  opportunely  to  aflift  Ge- 
neral 1 1  owe  in  his  operations  againit  the  enemy.  They  were 
landed  cm  the  22d  at  Myer's-neck,  and  ordered  to  Rochellet 
the  poft  communication  between  the  fleet  and  the  army,  these 
to  coTcr  the  difcmbarkation  of  the  ftores  and  provifions.  This 
pofuion  of  the  King's  troops  required  a  farilier  prov  ill  on  to  be 
made,  for  keeping  the  intercourfc  open  by  water  with  New 
York  and  the  pofts  in  its  environs.  Lord  Howe,  therefore^ 
ordered  the  Rofe  frigate  and  Senegal  iloop  to  reinforce  the 
frigates  and  fm.ill  armed  veflels,  formerly  flationcd  in  the 
Sound  for  that  purpofe.  The  Honourable  Captain  Pliipps^ 
with  fome  flat»boats  manned  from  the  fquadron,  was  ordered 
to  attend  the  army,  and  aifift  them  in  tlu  ir  movements  when 
occeflary.   When  they  marched  at  any  diftance  from  the  fea* 
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coafl:,  he  detached  all  the  men  he  could  pofliLly  fpare  along 
with  thcni,  to  afTid  the  corps  of  artillery  :  by  their  activity  and 
bmery  on  this  fervice  they  gained  great  honour.  Indeed^  the 
imabattng  perfcvcrancc  and  alacrity^  with  which  the  feveral 
ciaiic'sof  olhccis  vUui  ;^.imc:i  oi  the  fliips  of  war  and  tr.infports, 
fupported  a  long  attendance  and  an  unufual  degree  of  iatiguc^ 
confequent  on  the  various  movements  of  the  army,  were  great 
fceyond  example^  and  deferve  the  higheft  praife. 

Upon  the  movement  of  the  King's  army  to  Frog's-neck,  tlic 
enemy  detached  a  corps  to  White  Plains,  where  General  Wafti- 
angton  foon  followed  it^  having  quitted  his  pofition,  with  the 
Tcft  of  his  forces  about  Kingibridge»  with  fome  picciptta- 
iion.  Leaving  near  three  thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of 
Fort  \Vaihin^,ton,  on  New  York  illand,  he  extended  his  army 
in  one  line,  and  took  port:  behind  the  lirunx  river,  from 
Valentine's  Hili,  near  Kingibridge*  to  White  Plains^  in  de- 
tached campst  every  where  intrenched.  His  left,  by  this  po6« 
tion,  covered  an  upper  communication  with  Connecticut  and 
the  northern  colonies,  as  well  as  the  road  along  the  North 
River.  General  Howe  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  move 
towards  White  Plains,  and  endeavour  to  force  him  to  an  ac- 
tion ;  cfpecially,  as  from  their  fuperior  dtfcipline  and  better 
appointmciiti  lie  had  every  reaftui  10  expcc^l,  that  it  would 
prove  favourable  to  the  King^s  troops.  The  movement  of 
General  Wafliington  with  his  army,  from  the  neighbotirhood 
of  Kingfbridge,  proved  a  moft  fortunate  circumftance  for 
the  rebels  :  for  if  he  had  perfifted  in  keeping  behind  his  works 
there,  with  a  defign  of  prcferving  a  conwimnicatiou  with  the 
fouthern  colonies.  General  Howe  might  have  been  enabled  to 
liave  blocked  him  up ;  and  as  the  Britilh  fleet  would  have  co* 
operated  ^ith  the  army  by  means  of  the  North  River,  he  would 
have  entirely  tut  oil  his  retreat,  and  forced  him  and  las  troops 
to furrender  at  difcretion.  Irom  tiiis  tliia-reeablj  dilemma  he 
was  extricated,  by  the  fortunate  arrival  of  Major-General  Lee 
in  his  camp  near  Kingfbridge.  With  this  officer  he  held 
kvcial  confuitations:  and  as  they  had  commonly  but  too  cor- 
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red  inti.!Hp:c'ncc  of  General  Howe's  motions,  they  cndcavourctl 
from  iheic  to  penetrate  into  lus  deiigns.  Mr.  Lcc,  feeing 
clearly  the  hazardous  Gtuation  of  their  army^  urged  General 
Walhingcon,  without  lofs  of  timej  to  change  his  pofition,  »nd 
to  march  towards  White  Plains ;  a  rough,  ftony,  and  hilly 
tract  of  country,  which  ijrows  (till  more  rugged  in  the  interior 
partSy  where  the  hills  turn  luto  mountains^  and  where  the 
roadSf  as  you  advance)  become  rougher  and  more  difficult* 
By  this  change  of  pcfition,  the  General  might  at  any  time,  if 
prcfTcvl,  retreat  nito  this  tracl  of  country,  wi'Jiout  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  being  purfued,  and  ftil!  preferve  the  upper  communica- 
tion with  the  New  England  colonies  :  whereas,  if  he  had  re- 
mained where  he  then  was,  and  been  forced  into  a  general 
engngement,  the  lofs  of  a  battle  mi  .;ht  have  been  attended  with 
tlic  \v  erll  conrequences  to  the  revoked  colonies,  by  rendering 
his  retreat  into  the  Jerfies  aimoit  impraQicable.  iklides,  his 
troops  were  much  dejected,  by  the  many  fevere  checks  which 
they  had  received  in  the  courfe  oi  the  campaign,  and  by  a 
ccrJider.ible  reduction  of  their  numbers,  occafioned  boLh 
the  cafuaitics  of  war,  and  by  a  ficknefs  which  greatly  prevailed 
among  them.  Their  being  unaccu domed  to  the  practices  and 
habits  of  a  military  life,  the  exceflive  fatigues  to  which  they 
had  been  expoft  !,  poor  accommodations^  infufficient  cloath- 
ii.g,  and  a  fcarcity  of  fait,  had  alfo  contributed,  in  no  fmall 
Hc^rrec,  to  render  thtrn  unheakhy  and  difpirited.  General 
Wafhington  therefore  followed  General  Lee's  advicei  quitted 
Kingfbridge,  and  moved  to  the  eaflward. 

By  the  pofition  of  the  King's  troops,  they  were  inafters  of 
the  lower  road  through  Connc£licut  to  Rhode  Ifland  and 
Bodon ;  but  in  order  to  difpofiefs  the  rebels  of  the  upper  road> 
General  Howe  determined  to  march  to  White  Plains :  to  pre- 
ferve which,  he  was  in  hopes  that  General  Wafhington  would 
rllk  a  h:kttlc.  The  arrlv.il  of  Ciciiera!  ivii vnliaufen,  with  the 
fecond  cnnbarkation  of  foreign  troops,  enabled  the  Britilh  Ge- 
neral to  move  againit  the  enemy  in  great  force.  Geiteral  de 
Heifter,  with  his  corps,  having  orders  to  join  oft  the  march» 
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the  army  moved  in  two  columns  on  the  2;th  of  Oclobci,  and 
took  a  poGtion,  with  the  river  Brunx  in  front,  the  right  line  be- 
ing at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  White  Piatas.  The  le- 
belt  on  obferring  thts^  quitted  thetr  detached  camps  between 
Ktngibridge  and  White  Plains,  and  aflembled  dieir  whole 
force  at  the  latter  place,  where  they  took  poft  behind  intrench- 
ments  that  had  been  thrtjwa  up  by  their  advanced  corps.  In 
their  llrong  intrenched  pods,  their  forces  appeared  very  for- 
midable, and  prefented  a  front  equal  to  the  line  of  march  of 
the  royal  army,  which  had  the  deep  and  rapid  fiver  Bruns 
nintung  between  it  and  the  enemy,  and  the  North  RiTcr  at 
fome  dill.ince,  in  their  rear  i  while  General  Wailungton  had 
the  hilly  country  behind  him,  to  which  he  could  retreat,  if  he 
ihould  be  driven  to  that  ncceiTity,  and  where  the  ruggednefs  o£ 
the  country  was  fuch,  as  to  tender  a  fuccefsful  poifuit  of  him 
next  to  impofiible« 

Whilft  the  royal  army  vns  on  its  march,  the  enemy's  Ge- 
neral feveral  times  fcnt  out  fmall  detachments  acruia  the  iiruiix, 
both  to  harrafs  the  King's  troops,  and  to  obfcrve  th^ir  motions. 
This  occafioned  frequent  Ikirmiflies,  in  which  the  enemy  were 
always  beaten  back,  and  compelled  to  ihelter  themfelves  behind 
the  Brunx. 

General  Howe  liavir^g  fully  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  the 
tcbel  army,  proceeded  to  die  execution  of  his  plan.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  tlie  28th,  the  royal  army  was  formed  into  two 
columns,  and  marched  toward  the  enemy  $  the  column  on  the 
nght  being  led  by  Lieutenant-General  Clinton,  and  that  on  the 
left  by  Lieutenant-General  de  Heiftcr.  Before  noon,  all  the 
enemy's  advanced  parties  were  driven  b.^ck  to  their  works  by  the 
light- infantry  and  chaii'eurs  j  and  the  army  was  formed,  with 
the  right  upon  the  road  from  Mamaroneck  to  White  Plains, 
about  a  mile  firom  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and  the  left 
to  the  Brunx,  near  the  fame  diftance  from  the  left  flank  of  their 
intrenchments.  , 

General  Wailungton  had  polled  a  corps  on  a  commanding 
gioundi  feparated  from  the  right  flank  of  his  intrenchments  by 
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the  Bi  uiix,  which,  by  cli:iTi^itig  its  cuurTL:  nearly  at  right  angles, 
aifo  feparated  this  corps  m  fronts  from  the  left  of  the  King's 
armj. 

Colonel  RaiUe,       comoMUided  a  brigade  of  Heffians  on 

the  left,  obferving  this  pofidon  of  tbe  eneniyt  and  perceiving  a 
height  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Brunx  unoccupied  by  them, 
from  whence  their  left  flu\k  tniglit  be  gaUed»  took  poiTefiion  of 
it  with  great  alacrity :  Sir  Wiiliam  £rikine  acquainted  General 
de  Heifter  with  this  movement^  who  approved  very  much  of 
it.  Upon  viewini:  the  caemy's  fituation,  General  Howe  gave 
orders  for  a  battaUon  of  Hefllans,  which  was  to  be  fupported  by 
the  fecood  brigade  of  Britifh,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier* 
General  Leflie,  and  the  Heifian  grenadiers  from  the  rightt 
commanded  by  Colonel  Donop,  to  pafs  the  Brunx,  and  attack 
the  enemy's  detached  corps.  Colonel  Raille  was  at  the  fame 
time  dire£^ed  to  charge  the  enemy's  tiank,  as  tlie  Helhan  bat<« 
talion  advanced  upon  their  front*  The  pafiage  of  the  river  he-> 
ing  extremely  difficult,  the  28th  and  3  5th  regiments, .  who  were 
the  firil  to  fupport  the  Heflians,  forded  it  at  a  place  mofl 
practicable,  and  forming  on  the  oppoQte  bank  with  the  greateil 
fteadinefsy  although  all  the  time  expofed  to  a  fevere  fire^ 
afcended  the  ileep  hill,  and  in  defiance  of  all  oppofition,  rufli'- 
ed  upon  the  enemy  with  fixed  bayonets,  routed,  and  drove 
them  back  from  their  works.  Thcfe  two  brave  battalions  were 
initantly  fupported  by  the  5th  and  49th  regiments,  who  dif- 
played  the  fame  ardent  zeal  to  diftinguiih  themfelves.  The 
HelBan  grenadiers  aUb  coming  up  and  pafling  the  Brunx, 
afcended  the  height  wUh  great  alacrity,  and  in  the  bed  order. 

This  material  pod  being  gained,  the  HefFian  grenadiers  were 
ordered  forward.upon  the  heights^  within  cannon  (hot  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments ;  the  Brunx,  from  its  winding  courfe, 
being  ftill  between  them  and  their  right  flank.  The  fecond 
brigade  of  Briiilli  formed  a  liith'  in  the  rear  of  them  :  and  the 
two  brigades  of  Helliaus  on  the  left  of  the  fecond  brigade,  witk 
their  left  upon  the  road  leading  from  Tarrf town  to  White 
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The  ri^ht  and  centre  of  the  Britlih  .irmy  did  not  move 
ftoin  their  ground.  In  this  pofition,  the  troops  lay  upon  their 
arms  durLig  the  night :  and  with  very  Uttle  alteration  encamp- 
cd  the  next  day.  The  Britifli  and  Heilian  artillery^  and  all  the 
K.M  .:'s  troops,  engaged  upon  this  occafion,  greatly  clillinguifli- 
Cil  themfelves  ;  and  the  Coiiiniandcr  in  Chief  was  highly  pleaf- 
ed  with  the  behaviour  of  both  ofHeers  and  men.  The  lofa 
which  the  army  fuftained  in  this  a£^ion  was  but  fmall,  if  we 
conHdev,  that  the  rebels  occupied  ftrong  ground^  which  they 
had  fortified  ;  and  the  only  approach  to  tlicni  was  defended 
by  the  rapid  rivet  Brunx,  which  mull  be  palled  before  they 
could  be  forced  from  their  works.  In  palling  it,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Carr«  of  the  35th  regiment,  was  mortally  wounded.^ 

General  Howe  fully  intended  to  follow  up  his  blow,  and  to 
attack  the  enemy's  army  early  on  the  morning  erf  the  29th,  and 
every  thing  was  prepared  accordingly;  but  when  day»light  came 
it  was  'perceived,  that  they  had  drawn  back  and  taken  a  new 
pofition,  and  that  they  had  ufed  the  utmoft  diligence  to  render 
it  as  lecure  as  poflible,  by  throwing  up  many  ilrong  works  in 
the  front  of  their  camp.    The  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the 
other  general  officers,  liaving  reconnoitred  this  new  pofition  of 
the  rebel  army  with  the  utmoft  care  and  attention,  it  was  judg- 
ed proper  to  defer  the  attack  on  their  iiurcncliments,  initil 
fome  reinforcements  fliould  join  tlie  army.    Thcfe  were  im- 
mediately ordered.    Earl  Percy  was  dire<fled  to  detach  the 
fourth  brigade  of  Britifh  from  New  York  tfland ;  which,  with 
two  battalions  of  the  lixth  brigade  from  Mamaroneck,  joined 
the  armv  on  the  afteriioon  of  the  -^oth.    General  Howe  hav- 
ing  fixed  upon  the  next  day  for  the  attack,  a  difpofition  was 
made  accordingly ;  but  the  night  and  next  moniing  proved  fo 
very  wet^  that  there  was  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  its  being  poft- 
poned.    In  the  mean  time,  a  deferter  having  gone  over  to  tlie 
enemy,  gave  General  Wafliingtoa  notice  of  what  was  intend- 
ed, and  thereby  fruflratcd  the  fehcmes  of  the  Britilh  Com- 
mander.  The  'enemy's  General,  who  had  too  much  penetra- 
tion 

•  Sec  Nutc  47, 


biyiiizeo  by  Google 


i77d^         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  177 

don  not  to  perceive  the  danger  he  wat  ui,  averted  the  inttnded- 

blow  by  immediately  retiring  with  his  army  \o  NoithcaiUc,  u. 
mountainous  tract  of  couiUryy  leaving  a  very  itrong  rear  guard 
oa  the  heights  and  in  the  woodsy  about  a  mile  back  from  hit 
Uaes.  In  the  night  of  the  id  of  Novemberi  befove  he  moved 
off  with  his  troops,  he  had  fet  fire  to  all  the  houTes  in  and  near 
Vis  works,  moft  of  which  were  confumed.  Next  morning,  the 
heiihn  grenadiers  took  poiii^ilioii  of  hifi  iiUxcndimuit«|  and 
encamped  within  them. 

Every  motion  of  General  Wafliington  Indicated  that  hit  in* 
kntion  was,  if  pofTible,  to  avoid  coming  to  a  general  a£lion. 
He  had  the  flrongefl  rcafons  for  adopting  the  fytlcm  of  Fabiusj 
efpeeiail^Ti  if  Uc  thougiit  that  he  bad  an  Hannibal  to  oppoie. 
Ddays  produced  cfie^la  to  him  almoft  equivalent  to  vidories: 
at  the  fame  time,  he  did  not  redrain  his  troofis  from  fmall  ac« 
tions;  which,  whether  fuccefsful  or  ihe  eoiitriry,  were  o€ 
little  importance  to  the  caufe  he  had  efpouied,  but  which  fecv« 
td  to  familiarize  his  men  to  daoger^  and  to  train  them  for  enter* 
.  frife  when  an  unguarded  moment  flioold  occur,  that  smghe 
tnable  him  to  take  advantage  of  the  miilakes  or  inadvertencies 
of  his  adverfarics. 

General  Howx,  finding  that  it  would  be  to "no  purpofe  to 
purfue  the  rebels  into  the  faftnefles  of  Northcaftle,  detenmne4 
Id  take  meafures  for  driving  them  from  New^  York  iikind,  that 
his  own  army  mighi  have  more  convenient  winter-quarters. 
To  accompliOi  this,  Lieutenant-General  Knyphaufen  was 
ordered,  on-  the  28th  of  O^ober,  to  leave  the  regiment  of 
Waldecfc  at  Rochelle,  and  to  move,  with  the  fix  batulaons  of 
Hefliant  under  his  command,  towards  King's  Bridge.  He 
look  poll  at  Mile'b  Scjuare  and  Valentine's  Hill;  and  on  the 
2d  of  November,  encamped  on  the  iiland  of  New  York,  near 
to  King's  Bridge  \  the  enemy  having  quitted  the  heights  of 
f Oldham  upon  his  approach,  and  retired  to  Fort  Walhingtom 

On  tlic  3(1  of  Nuvciiiber,  Cuicral  Howe  orilerctl  his  army 
to  provide  three  days  forage  :  and  on  the  4lh,  he  detached 
Major*GeneraI  Gram,  with  tjlie  4th  brigade^  to  Mile's  %^quare 
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and  ValMr't  f's  Hill the  fixth  brigade  to  a  bridge  over  the 
Brunzy  in  Weil  Cbcfter»  near  De  Latacey'a  Milli  and  the 
Waldeck  regiment  to  another  pod,  three  miles  above  the  for- 
mery  on  the  fame  river.  On  the  6th,  the  army,  along  with 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  marched  to  Dobb*s  Ferry  on  tlic 
2>jorth  River»  where  they  encamped.  On  the  yth^  the  park  o£ 
artillery  moved  to  King's  Bridge,  under  a  ftrong  efcort  and  a 
detachment  of  chafieur%  where  it  joined  Lietttenant-Generaf 
Knyphaufen.  On  the  8th,  two  battalions  of  Hght-inlantry,. 
and  the  remainder  of  the  chaficurs,  with  four  licld- pieces,  took 
pok  between  King  s  Bridge  and  the  army.  On  the  loih,  a- 
brigade  of  He(Dans  was  fent  to  reinforce  Lieutenant-General 
Knyphaufen.  On  tiie  i  ith.  General  Howe  marched  his  armf 
towards  King's  Bridge ;  and  on  the  I3.th9  encamped  upon  the 
heights  of  Fordham,  forming  a  line  with  his  right  to  the  Bninz> 
upon  the  Weft  Chefter  road,  and  his  left  to  the  North  River. 
By  this  difpofition,  New  York  iHand  was  completely  invefted* 
While  the  King's  atmj  moved  to  Dobb's  Ferry,  General 
Waihington  fent  down,  from  his  ftrongholds,  fcveral  detach* 
ments  to  White  Plains^  where  they  burned  what  they  had  not 
before  dcriiv)  cd,  and  diftrefled  tlie  inhabitants  la  a  mod  wanton 
manner,  ti  ft^ib  fuppofed,  that  he  made  this  irruption  w  ith  a 
defign  to  divert  the  Britiih  General  from  attacking  Fort  Wafh- 
ington  t  or  by  inducing  him  to  march  a  latge  corps  againft 
tfaefe  deuched  partiesy  to  afibrd  the  garriibn  left  in  that  fort  an 
opportunity  Qf  efcaping,  and  of  forming  a  jun£Hon  with  him, 
before  [heir  communicuiion  fliould  be  completely  cut  oif.  Dur- 
ing the  time  that  the  royal  army  ren^aiucd  at  Dobb's  Ferry, 
General  Wafiiiugton  lent  a  large  detachment  over  the  North 
River  by  King's  Ferry  to  Jeifey :  and  the  troops  he  had  fent 
to  White  Plains  were  employed  in  intrenching  themfclves  there, 
and  ai  Crotton  Bridge,  auJ  ui  buiiuiiig  barracks  at  thofe  places, 
and  at  Peck*s-kill,  near  the  foot  of  the  highlands,  for  their 
winter  habitations.  But  General  Howe  was  not  to  be  diverted 
from  his  purpofe  by  theie  meafuve«»  for  Fort  Wafliingtoa  wa$ 
an  obje£t  of  fo  great  importance^  that  while  the  rebels  kept 
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pofTeflioa  of  it,  and  of  Fort  Lee  on  the  oppofite  fliore  of  Jerfeyi 
t^icy  were  aiiuoit  maflers  of  the  navigation  of  the  Nortli  Uivcr^ 
beiides  occupying  a  conHderablc  part  of  New  York  iiland. 
Picpaiatums  weie  therefore  made  for  a  general  attack^  and 
durty  flat*boats»  under  the  dire€^ion  of  Captains  Wilkinfon  and 
Idolloy,  palR-d  up  ihc  Nuiiii  River  on  the  night  of  the  14th, 
undiicovcrcd  by  the  enemy.  Every  thing  being  ready,  and  the 
attack  fixed  for  the  morning  of  the  i6th»  General  Howe  fent 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterfon»  Adjutant-General,  on  the  I5tfa» 
to  fummon  the  commanding  ofHcer  of  Fort  Waihington  to  fur* 
render,  and  to  warn  him  of  the  confcquenccs  that  muft  attend 
a  general  attack*  His  reply  was*  that  he  would  defend  l^m* 
felf  to  the  laft  extremity. 

The  General  having  therefore  no  altertiattve,  proceeded  td 
pur  his  plan  in  execution.  The  difpofition  he  made  on  tliis  oc- 
tiifion  was  as  follows :  four  attacks  were  determined  upon. 
The  iiril,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Knyp^ 
haufeoy  was  to  be  made  agatnft  the  enemy's  left,  on  the  ftde 
of  King^s  tf^idge,  in  two  columns,  formed  by  detachments 
fioia  the  Ileffians  uf  liis  corps,  tiic  brigade  of  Raiiie,  and  the 
regiment  of  Waldeck. 

The  fecond  was  to  be  made  by  the  iirft  and  fecond  batta- 
lions of  light-infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  guardsy  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Matthew.  Thcfe  were  to  land^ 
by  Harlem  creek,  upon  the  enemy's  right,  from  thirty  flat- 
ba^ts ;  and  -were  to  be  fupported  by  the  iirll  and  iecond  batta* 
lions  of  grenadiers  and  thirty-third  regiment,  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  Lord  Cornwaillis. 

The  third  attack  was  intended  as  a  feint,  tu  be  made  upon 
the  left  of  tlie  enemy's  lines  towai'ds  New  York,  by  the  4zd 
regiment,  which  was,  for  that  purpofe,  to  be  embarked  ia 
batteaux,  in  a  creek  oppofite  to  Colonel  Morris's  hou(e« 

The  fourth  attack  was  to  be  made  by  Lord  Percy,  with  the 
corp^  under  his  ct*mmand,  on  York  ifland  ;  he  was  to  aHault 
the  right  flank  of  the  rebels  intrenchuients  on  that  fide. 

The  field  artillery  and  batteries  being  properly  difpofed  for 
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die  dme  attacks  on  the  fide  of  King's  Bridge  and  Haileift 

creeks,  Licutenant-Gcneral  Knyp^i auk n  moved  forward  abouc 
noon  \  bat  having  to  pafs  through  a  thick  wood,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  very  advantageoufly  pofted,  it  was  ioine  time  bo* 
foft  he  ocmid  penetrate  it :  and  his  corps  was  of  confeqiienee» 
<br  a  confiderabte  time,  expeled  to  the  fire  ef  tfirec  pieces  of 
cannon.  As  foon  as  this  attack  began,  thc'Ught-infantry  nrnv- 
edy  and  landed  under  a  briik  fire,  before  and  after  they  lud 
qiutfied  the  boaiSi  firom  a  party  of  the  infiifgents  pofted  behind 
racks  and  trees.  By  getting  up  a  very  deep  and  uneven  hmnhw 
tain  with  their  ulual  aftivity,  they  foon  di(p>erfed  them^  The 
guardSf  folk) wed  by  the  grenadiers  and  33d  regiment^  landed 
without  any  lofs. 

Intetttgenee^  in  the  mean  timei  being  brought  to  General 
Howe,  that  Lord  Percy  had  carried  an  advanced  work,  he  lent 
orders  to  Lieutennr.t-Colonel  Stirling,  co^unanding  the  42d 
regiment^  to  endeavour  to  land,  and  directed  two  battalions  of 
ihe  fecond  brigade  to  fupport  him.  In  obedience  to  thefe 
wrdersi  he  immediately  advanced  with  great  peHeverance  in  - 
his  boats,  through  a  heavy  fire,  made  good  his  landing,  and 
inilantiy  forming  his  men,  he  forced  his  way  up  a  ftccp  height, 
which  was  well  defended  by  a  body  o£  the  cebds^  gained  the 
Ibmmity  took  a  hundred  and  feventy  priibners;  penetrating 
ocroft  the  iflsnd)  and  facilitated  Lord  Percy's  fuccefs  Sfrainlb 
enemy's  lines  uppofed  to  him,  whicli  Jiis  Lordflnp  paiicd. 

Colonel  Raiile,  who  led  the  right  column  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Knyj^iaufen's  attack,  having,  after  a  confideiabk  op- 
pofitiotty  forced  the  enemy  from  their  ftrongholds»  pulfaed 
fonrard  to  their  advanced  works,  and  lodged  hie  column  with- 
in one  hundred  yards  of  tlie  lorr,  from  whence  he  funnnoned 
them  to  furrender  i  and  perceiving  their  critical  iituation>  they 
icadily  defired  to  treat. 

Lieutenant-General  Knyphauien's  column,  haring  more  im- 
pediments to  encounter  in  pafling  through  the  wood,  could  not 
join  the  right  column  until  they  had  got  up  to  the  fort.  The 

tn^ji  upon  his  appearance^  funreodeied  pfifonen  of  waf^  to> 
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'the  niunber  of  two  thoofand  feven  hundred  ineiif  officers  in* 
<lndH ;  belides  the  prifoners  made  by  the  Royal  Highland 
¥eg5ment.    They  had  three  oificers  aiui  iiltv  nu  n  killed,  and 
£x  oilicers  aud  ninety  men  wounded,  in  the  ditierent  attacks. 

The  iofs  fuftained  by  the  King's  troopS|  on  this  fevere  piece 
-of  IcttKCf  was  not  fo  -great  as  there  was  reafon  to  have  appre- 
hended, confidcTing  the  enemy's  numbers  and  the  ftrong  ground 
which  they  occupied.  Cicneral  Howe  was  exceedingly  well 
plcafed  with  the  behaviour  of  the  ofiicers  and  men ;  and  ia 
complement. to  the  Uelfian  General)  to  whom  Fort  Wa&ing- 
ton  fnrrenderedy  he  changed  its  name  to  Fort  Rnyphaufen.* 

The  only  place  of  flrength  which  the  enemy  now  held  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  York,  was  Fort  Lee  in  the  province  of  New 
Jerfey>  fituated  on  the  North  River,  a^id  nearly  oppofite  to 
Fort  Knyphaufen.   General  Howe  refolved  to  attack  it  imme- 
4liately9  as  the  pofleiHon  of  it  woold  fecnre  the  entire  command 
of  the  North  River,  and  opened  a  road  to  penetrate  into  Jerfey. 
For  this  purpoiCf  Lord  Howe  fent  the  Honourable  Captain 
PhippSi  with  an  additional  nnmber  of  boats,  up  the  North 
Rhrer  to  Kingibridge,  in  the  night  of  die  lyih,  unpercerred 
by  the  enemy ;  and  the  next  morning  the  following  corps,  viz. 
ihc  firft  and  fecoiui  battalions  of  BritiOi  light-infantry,  two 
companies  of  chafleurs,  a  battalion  of  firitiih  and  two  battalions 
^  of  HeiTian  grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  guards,  the  33d  and 
42d  regiments,  with  their  artillery,  under  the  command  of 
IJcuteiiaiit-G vjn. Tal  Earl  Cornwallis,  made  good  their  laiiiliug 
on  the  Jerfey  fliore.    His  I^ordfliip  divided  the  troops  under 
his  command  into  two  divisions:  the  firft  of  which,  under 
Major-General  Vaughan,  landed  about  leven  miles  above  Fort 
Lee,  about  eight  o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  marched  dire£l> 
ly  towards  it;  the  fecond  diviiiuu,  lie.uied  by  his  Lordihip, 
went  up  tlic  eail  iide  of  the  river,  anil  landed  a  few  miles  be- 
low the  fort  I  by  which  movement,  the  whole  corps  was  land* 
ed  with  their  cannon  before  ten  o'clock.    The  feamen  diftin- 
^uifhcd  themfelvcs  remarkably  upon  this  occafion,  by  their 
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reatlincfs  to  drag  the  cannon  up  a  rocky  narrow  road,  for  about 
half  a  mile,  to  the  top  of  a  precipice,  which  bounds  the  Oiorc 
for  lomc  miles  on  tlie  wcfl  fide. 

Lord  G)mwallis  marched  immediately  a^inft  Fort  Lee, 
where  the  rebel  General  Green  commanded :  and  had  not  the 
enemy  been  apprized  of  hU  approach  by  a  countryman,  after 
he  had  advanced  a  confiderable  way,  he  would  have  furround- 
ed  upwards  of  two  tlioutaiid  of  their  troops  in  the  fort;  but  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  they  efcaped  in  the  utmoii  contuiion, 
leaving  all  their  artillery,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ftoies  and  pro* 
TiGonsi  their  tents  ftanding,  and  their  kettles  upon  the  fire.^ 
Their  baggage  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors ;  and 
fuch  was  the  rapidity  of  the  flight  of  the  rebels,  that  only  fix 
oflicers,  their  ftaff,  and  ninety-nine  of  their  privates,  were  made 
prifoncrs. 

When  General  Waihington  perceived  that  General  Howe 
liad  refolved  to  attack  Fort  Waihington,  he  crofled  the  North 
Kiver  with  a  part  of  his  army,  on  the  12th  of  November,  and 

itationed  himfclf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Lee.    The  army 
which  he  left  in  Northcallle  niiglit  amount  to  ten  thoufand ' 
continents!  troops,  and  three  tlioufand  militia,  under  the  com- 
inand  of  Major-General  Lee ;  but  the  time  of  fervice  of  nearly 
one  half  of  this  army  viras  within  a  few  days  of  expiring.  Ge- 
neral  Waihington  was  at  Fort  Lee  when  the  Britiih  army  at- 
tacked Fort  Wafliington,  and  felt  much  diflreflcd  when  he  faw 
his  troops'  fucceffiveiy  driven,  with  confiderable  lofs,  from  all 
their  polls.  When  it  was  taken  he  withdrew  pan  of  his  troops 
to  Hackinfack,  leaving  General  Green  to  command  the  forces 
left  at  Fort  Lee,  which  place  is  fituated  upon  a  neck  of  land 
about  ten  miles  long,  bounded  on  the  one  lide  by  the  North 
River,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Hackinfack,  and  Englifli-neijrh- 
bourhood  a  branch  of  it,  neither  of  which  are  ford  able  near 
the  fort.    The  neck  joins  the  main  land,  almofl  oppofite  to 
the  communication  between  the  (jorth  and  £ait  Rivers,  at 
Kingfbridge. 

When 

*  Sec  Note  49. 


Digitized  by  Google 


!$n4.         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  t^j. 

When  the  accounts  of  Lord  CornwalUs's  advancing  againft 
Port  Lee  was  brought  to  Genera!  Green,  he  was  in  bed  :  and 
'Without  waiting  for  orders  from  General  Wafhington,  he  di- 
TC^ed  the  troops  under  his  command  to  march  immediately^ 
and  to  fecnre  their  retreat,  by  pofleffing  themfelves  of  the  £ng- 
lifti-neighbourhoodi  and  at  the  fame  time,  he  fent  off  an  exprefs  '  ' 
to  (ici.eral  Wafhington  at  Hackiulack,  with  intelligence  of 
what  had  happened.  General  Green  conducted  this  retreat  in 
a  Tcry  able  mamien  Had  it  not  been  for  his  alertnefsy  all  the 
troops  in  and  about  the  fort  muft  have  been  either  cut  to  pieces 
or  nude  prifoners,  which  at  this  critical  time  v.  ould  have  prov- 
ed tlie  ruin  of  the  American  caufe :  for  it  wa$  the  dcGgn  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  form  a  line  acrofs,  from  the  place  of  land- 
ing to  Hackinfack  bridge^  and  thereby  to  incloie  the  whole  of 
ithe  enemy's  troops  between  the  Nordi  and  Hackinfack  rivers. 
<^ciieral  Wafliington  advanced  v.  Ith  fome  troops  to  meet  Ge- 
Jieral  Green  on  his  retreat;  and  boiii  took  poll  fo  as  to  fccure 
Hackinfack  bridge^  and  retard  a  purfuiti  if  any  (hould  be  made 
after  them. 

General  Wafliington  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  fafe  at 
Hackinfack.  Having  therefore  collected  what  forces  he  eouid^ 
which  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand  five  hundred  men>  he  re^ 
treated  on  the  22d  of  November  to  Newark* 

Earl  Cornwallis  hai^ng  fecured  Fort  LeCy  encamped  the 
troops  under  his  comiiiand  in  iu  vicinity.  On  the  iptli,  he 
deuched  Major-General  Vaughan,  with  the  liglit  infantry  and 
Britilh  grenadierSf  to  the  new  bridge  upon  the  Hackinfack  river, 
and  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of  the  i6thr€;§tment  of  light 
dragoons.  Thefe»  with  fome  companies  of  light*infantry, 
icoured  the  country  on  the  22d  ab  far  as  PiUick  river,  found 
it  every  where  abandoned^  and  received  intelligence,  that  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  enemy's  army  was  at  Aquakinunc. 

General  Howe  having,  on  the  24th>  farther  reinforced  Earl 
Cornwallis,  with  the  fecond  and  fourth  brigades  of  Brttilh,  and 
one  battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  his  Lordlhip  left  the  fecon4 
Wigade  at  lort  Lccy  and  proceeded  on  the  25 th,  with  the  i}viiii 
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body  of  his  corps,  to  Newbridge ;  from  whence  the  rebels  re- 
tired as  he  advanced.  On  the  28th,  he  reached  Newark : 
General  Wafhington  having  quitted  it  that  morning.  By  a 
forced  ndarchi  the  van  of  Lord  CornwallU'a  cprps  puflied  on 
to  Princetowni  and  reached  it  before  the  enemy  had  kit  it: 
but  on  its  .ipproach,  they  iaiUiiuy  retreated  with  great  precr- 
pitatioQi  having  hril  broken  down  a  part  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Raritoa  at  that  place^  to  retard  the  progrefa  of  the  King'a 
forces. 

Earl  ComwalHa  was  inflruded  not  to  advance  beyond 

Brunfwick ;  General  Howe  intending  only  to  pet  and  keep 
pofleiFion  o£  £all  Jciley.  This  prevented  his  Lordiliip  from  con* 
tinuing  hia  purfuit  of  General  Walhington ;  ^but  he  wrote  to 
General  Howe,  informing  him,  that  by  the  accounta  lie  ha4 
received,  great  advantages  might  be  obtained  by  pufhinj:^  on  to 
the  Delaware,  as  this  might  probably  lead  to  the  poficilioji  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  General  anfwered,  that  he  in-r 
,  tended  to  join  his  iiordlhip  immediately  at  Brunfwick  i  but  ht 
was  pfevented  from  accomplifliing  his  defign  until  the  6th  oi 
December,  when  he  brought  with  him  tlic  iuurih  uiigaJe,  com- 
manded by  Major-General  Grant.  On  the  7th,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis*s  corps  (the  guards  who  were  left  at  Brunfwick  excepted) 
snatched  to  Princetown.  On  the  8th»  they  proceeded  in  tw« 
dirifions.'  The  firft  advanced  to  Trenton,  and  trachcd  the 
Delaware  foon  after  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy's  army  had 
eroded  it  J  their  main  army  having  pafTed  the  preceding  daf 
and  nighty  and  taken  poft  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

Lord  Comwallisi  with  the  fecond  divifion  of  hi^  corps^ 
halted  at  Maidenliead,'  fix  miles  from  Trenton  j  «:k1  juarehed, 
at  one  o'clock  of  the  morning  on  the  pth,  to  Corriers  Ferry, 
thirteen  iniies  higher  up  the  Delaware,  in  cxpedlation  of  find^ 
ing  boats  there  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  crofltng  the 
river :  but  in  this  he  was  diftppointed  \  the  enemy  having  had 
the  prcc;iui.wa  to  deilroy  or  fecurc  all  of  them,  tlut  wi;re  fit 
for  being  employed  in  this  ferviee. 

His  Lordfliip  finding  it  imprad^icabie  to  croA  the  Delaware^ 

took 
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took  poll  at  Petinlngton,  and  dired^ed  the  other  dmfion  of  hit 
corps  to  take  poft  at  Trenton.  When  the  rebel  army  retreat- 
ed, General  Wafliington  wrote,  in  the  moft  prelFing  manlier^ 
to  Major-Gcneral  Lee,  who  had  crofled  from  Northcaftle  t% 
JetCey,  with  near  three  thonfand  men,  to  join  him  with  hit 
Corp?  immediately,  as  ilic  Icalt  delay  might  be  fatal,  l.uid 
Corn'vi'^is  in  the  mean  time,  anxious  to  gain  intelligence  of 
the  force  under  General  Lee,  fent  out  for  that  purpofc  a  patro^ 
confifting  of  thirtf  men  of  the  i6th  regiment  of  light  dragooni^ 
trader  the  command  of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colcmel 
Hnrcourt,  who  accomplifhed  his  Lordfhip's  wifhes  in  a  nKia*- 
ner  chat  refle^ed  the  higheil  honour  on  that  excellent  oihcec 
On  the  i3thy  fts  received  hitelligence  that  the  rebel  troopi^ 
|pndcr  the  command  of  Major-General  Lee,  were  encamped 
•  near  Balkingridge ;  but  that  the  General's  head-quarters  was 
at  a  conGderable  didance  from  his  camp,  and  that  his  guard 
was  fo  placed,  as  to  allow  of  accefs  to  the  houie  wherein  he 
lodged  without  their  knowledge^  The  Colonel  refolded  t» 
trail  hunfelf  of  dti»  infor^nation,  and  to  attempt  to  feize  upon 
his  perfon  j  >^  liicli  he  cffeiSled  without  obllacle  or  diiricviiLy. 
Mr.  Lee  being  completely  furprifed,  before  lie  had  time  to  make 
vefifttDoe^  or  give  any  alarm,  he  was  compelled  to  mount  be* 
hind  one  of  the  Colonel'a  troopers ;  and  was  in  this  manner 
i:ondu£^ed  to  Pennington, 

General  Howe  having  made  the  necefTiry  arrangements  for 
cantoning  his  army  in  the  Jerfies  for  the  winter,^  and  tlie 
weather  becoming  too  ievcre  for  the  men  to  keep  the  Eeld,  the 
atmy  hrol»  up  camp  on  the  14  th,  and  marched  to  their  te- 
fpeclive  ftations. 

The  General  very  juftly  regretted,  that  the  chain  of  canton- 
ments which  he  wa<;  obliged  to  occupy  was  rather  too  eatenfive 
for  the  ftrength  of  his  arm^ }  but  he  was  induced  to  polTels 
Burlington  to  cover  the* l^ottnty  of  Monmouth,  where  many  of 
the  inhabitants  profelKd  themfelves  to  be  loyal  tohi>  Majeily; 
ind  he  was  given  to  underllatid^  that  the  country  to  ti^e  fouth- 

w^rd 

•  See  Note  jo. 
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^mad  of  his  cantomnents  was  ia  general  difpofcd  to  fubmiu 
Perhaps  it  might  have  been  better^  to  have<leferred  taking  po^ 
feifion  of  Rhode  lihnd  until  the  fpring ;  which  would  have 

enabled  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  have  kept  more  troops  in 
the  Jevfics,  and  of  courfe  to  have  guarded  more  effectually 
againil  the  irruptions  of  the  rebel  forces  acrofs  the  Delaware. 
This  however  is  only  conje£kure :  for  he  may  have  regulated 
his  condu£^  on  this  oceafion,  entirely  from  die  inftmdiotts  dut 
liad  been  given  to  htm  ;  or  he  may  have  eonclnded)  firom  the 
weak  condition  to  which  the  enemy's  army  was  reduced,  that 
the  winter-quarters  of  the  royal  army  could  be  in  no  danger 
from  newly  raifcd  troops,  who  were  at  that  time  to  be  regarded 
only  as  miittia«  Towards  the  end  of  November  it  was  detei- 
mined  to  make  an  attack  on  Rhode  Ifland,  which  was  the 
principal  ftation  of  the  enemy's  naval  force,  from  which  iSbcf 
fent  fwarms  of  pnvaiccrs,  that  greatly  annuycil  ii)c  Britifti  com* 
merce  both  ia  America  and  the  Weil  Indies.  Tlie  command 
of  the  land-forces,  delkined  for  this  fervice,  was  given  to  Lieu- 
«enanfe^eneral  Ctinton.  They  conlifted  of  two  brigades  of 
Britiih  and  two  of  Heffian  troops,  with  fome  chafieursy.  lighlk 
infantry,  artillery,  Stc. :  the  command  of  the  oo-operating  fleet 
was  pivcn  to  Sir  Vctcx  Vaikct.*  Tlie  military  force  being  em- 
barked, Sir  Peter  dircifled  Commodore  Hotham  to  proceed, 
with  his  Majeily's  (hips  Brune  and  Mercury,  and  King's  Fiihei' 
Hoop,  together  with  the  tranfports  havii^  the  troops  on  hoard, 
by  way  of  the  Sound.  They  failed  on  the  ift  of  December :  and 
the  fame  day  Sir  Peter»  with  the  large  Ihips  under  his  eom- 
mand,  proceeded  by  way  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  coafting  along 
Long  Ifland,  on  tlie  5th  joined  Commouure  Hotlmm  in  Black- 
point  hAy  in  the  Sound.  This  place  had  been  moil  judiciouily 
chofcn,  ibr  the  prote£lion  of  the  tranfports  againil  the  violence 
of  a  ftrong  north-weft  wind«  that  had  blown  the  night  befoie 
the  arrival  of  the  line  of  battle  (hips. 

On  the  6th,  the  whole  fleet  weighed  and  turned  down  the 
-Sound.  The  wind  changing  to  W.S.W.  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing 
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ing  on  the  7th,  they  were  enabled  to  come  to  anchor  off 
Weaver's  core  in  Rhode  Ifland,  by  three  o'clock  in  the  after* 
noon.    On  the  Stfa,  the  fleet  again  weighed  anchor}  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Well:  or  Narrcganfet  PalBge,  being  led  bv  the 
Experiment  of  fifty  guns.  Captain  Wallace.    General  Cunton 
having  reconnoitred  the  coafl,  niade  a  difpofition  for  landing 
the  troops  i  which  was  ^ffe^ed  gt  day-bieak  on  thepth,  tinder 
cover  of  the  frigates :  the  difembarkatlon  of  the  army  being 
liUruiled  to  Captain  Caulfield  of  tlie  Briftol.     The  rebels 
made  no  oppofition  to  ihem  9  but  quitted  tiieir  works,  and  re- 
tiled  to  Briitol  Ferry.  Generai  Clinton  detached  the  grenadiers 
and  light-tnfantry  of  the  army  in  purfnit  of  them,  under  the 
command  of  Major-Gencra!  Prefcor,  whom  he  fupported  by  a 
Ijody  of  troops  commanded  by  LieuLciuiu-General  Karl  Percy. 
They  compelled  the  enemy  to  quit  a  iinall  fort  oppofue  to  Bridol 
Ferry,  and  to  retire  to  the  continent  with  great  precipitation. 
Ma^r-General  Prefcot's  corps  took  two  pieces  of  cannon  and 
feveral  prifoners.  '  General  Clinton  alfo  detaclicd  a  b.ittal  on 
which  took  pofl'effion  of  the  town  of  Newport,  the  capital  of 
the  iiland,  where  they  found  fome  cannon  and  itoreSy  which 
the  enemy  had  left  behind  them  on  their  flight. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  his  Majedy's  fhips  off  Rhode 
IlUiid,  three  large  privateers  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which 
lay  at  anchor  in  Newport  road,  ilipt  their  cables  and  puilied  up 
the  river  to  the  town  of  Providence  ^  where,  [with  feverai 
others,  they  were  efie£lually  blocked  up.   The  enemy  foon  ex- 
'  perienced  the  inconveniency  of  Rhode  Ifland  being  in  polTeflion 
of  the   King's  forces;  for  on  the   i8th  of  December,  the 
fquadron  retook  the  Betty  tranfport,  which  came  in  by  miiUke^ 
and  as  it  was  blowing  ikrong  from  the  weft,  endeavoured  to 
puih  up  the  river.    On  the  a8th,  a  fmall  privateer  appeared  off 
the  harbour,  on  which  Sir  Peter  Parker  made  the  Cerberus's 
fignal  to  flip  and  purfucher.    The  privateer  efc  ipcd  j  but  in  a 
few  days  the  Cerberus  returned  with  two  prizes,  and  a  brig 
which  (he  had  retaken. 

T^hc  Diamond,  Captain  Fielding,  fulcd  from  Sandy  Hook 
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0n  a  mtfze  on  the  37th  of  November ;  and  die  weather  foon 

after  obliging  him  to  pui  into  Maiiha's  Vineyard,  he  fcnt  his 
boat  aihore  with  a  flag  of  truce.    The  inhabitants  iuifered  the 
boat  to  come  within  gitn*ihot,  and  then  fired  upon  her;  hj 
wluch  means*  one  man  was  wounded.   To  pnnifli  this  piece 
of  treachcf    Captain  Fielding  landed  his  marines»  who  im« 
medtatelf  attacked  and  p«t  to  itght  a  party  of  the  etieniyp 
though  they  were  ftrongly  ported  on  a  hili  and  Ihchcrcd  by 
rocks  and  buflies,  from  behind  which  they  kept  up  a  brilk  fire. 
In  this  (kirmifh  Captain  Fielding  had  one  man  lulkdj  and  one 
wounded:  the  rebels  had  fear  InUedt  and  a  great  many  wound- 
ed. .  As  feon  as  the  enemy  fled,  the  marines  (et  fire  to  their 
iioufes  and  bamsi  and  brought  off*  fereral  oxen,  Iheep,  and  a 
IHimber  of  poukry,  .'^cc.    The  Diamond  proceeded  then  to 
Rhode  Ifland,  where  k>ir  Feter  Parker  ftationcd  her  off  Warwick- 
sicck.    On  the  morning  of  the  aoth  of  Fchruar)',  1 777*  itt 
bending,  to  the  tide  (he  got  aground.   This  difafter  was  feon 
|>erceiTed  by  the  *enemy»  who  prefently  brought  fome  eannou 
(Iwenty-four  pounders)  to  the  point  of  land  neareft  to  the  fpot 
where  (he  was  fixed,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  very  br ilk  fire 
upon  her  until  night.    The  Diamond  lay  all  the  while  on  her 
beamendsi  and  could  notbrin;:^  more  than  two  of  her  guns  to 
bear  upon  the  rebels.   Captain  Fielding,  who  in  this  trying 
fituation  behaved  with  the  greateft  intrepidity  and  coolnefs* 
ordered  moil  of  the  water  caflrs  to  be  ftarted,  and  got  anchoiis 
out,  to  endeavour  to  warp  the  fmp  oil,  as  foon  as  the  tide  fhould 
make.    Thefe  preparatory  meafures  being  taken,  regard lefs  of 
perfonal  danger^  be  kept.conftan^ly  on  the  quarter*deciL  to 
obfenre  what  might  occur ;  but  dire^ed  moft  of  his  men  to  go 
below,  as  their  expofing  themfelfts  to  the  enemy's  Aot  could 
be  of  no  lervice.   Fortnnately  for  his  Majefty's  fliip,  the  enemy 
took  very  bad  aim.    Moft  of  their  fhol  going  over  her,  not  one 
of  her  crew  was  ciihcr  kided  or  wounded  i  but  fcvcn  ihot 
pierced  her  bottom,  and  her  fore>top-mafl  and  rigging  were 
very  much  wounded  and  cut.   It  was  greatly  to  be  apprehend* 
ed,  that  the  enemy  would  fet  her  on  fire  in  the  night  j  the 
'greateft  exertions  were  therefore  made  to  get  her  o^  and  on 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  iZ^ 

the  ictum  of  the  tide,  flie  was  fortunately  got  afloat.  Too 
much  pnuTe  cannot  be  beftowcd  on  Captain  Fielding,  and 
officers  and  meOf  for  their  intiepid  and  a&ive  coiidud  upoa 
thit  occafion. 

In  the  month  of  Novemberj  a  fmallbody  of  the  rebel  troops 
made  an  imption  into  the  province  of  Nora  Scotia,  where  . 
they  were  joined  by  a  confiderable  number  of  difaff^ed  pcr<« 
fons,  and  by  almoft  all  the  ongmsd  French  fctdcrs.  They 
were  commanded  by  one  Jonathan  Eddy,  who,  on  the  20th  of 
thatmonth,  fent  a  funimons  toLIcutcnant-Colonel  Jofeph  Gore- 
tiacm,  commanding  in  Fort  Cumberland,  to  farrender  that 
|»]ace  direflly  *,  but  he  received  fnch  an  anfwer,  as  might  be 
cxpe£led  from  .1  fpiritcd  aiul  zciloub  olliccr.  Soon  after  this, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Goreham  received  a  reinforcement  of  men 
and  a  fuppiy  of  iiorcs  from  Halifax,  which  was  fent  him  by 
Major-General  Mafley,  and  efcorted  by  fbme  (hips  of  war  fent 
by  Sir  George  Collier.  Thtis  ftrengthened,  he  ordered  a  fally 
to  be  made,  under  the  coiiiniand  of  Major  Batt,  wlilch  was  fo 
Well  conducted,  that  feveral  of  the  rebels'  works  were  dellroy- 
ed,  and  ibme  of  their  cannon  taken*  Thi9  fuccefs  compelled 
tiiebefiegers  to  relinquifh  their  enterprife,  and  retire  from  the 
province  ;  and  the  difaffedled  perfons  difperic'd. 

When  General  Lee  was  made  prifuner,  the  command  of 
the  corps  which  was  under  his  orders,  devolved  on  General 
Sullivan  $  who  loft  not  a  moment  in  complying  with  General 
Wafhington's  injunctions,  to  crofs  the  Delaware  with  his 
troops  and  join  him  in  Pcnl  ,  ivauia. 

The  capture  of  General  Lee  >xas  attended  with  another  con- 
sequence of  fo  much  importance  to  both  armies,  as  to  merit 
panicular  notice.  As  General  Lee  had  borne  a  commtflion  in 
his  Majefty*s  fcrvice,  General  Howe  regarded  hi 
ferter,  and  refufcd  to  admit  of  his  being  exchanged,  in  terms 
of  the  cartel  mutually  agreed  upon  for  the  exchange  of  prl- 
ibners.  It  was  indeed  fuppofed  by  fome,  that  the  Britifli 
Cosmiander  in  Chief  a£led  on  this  occafion  by  particular  in- 
iUuctions,  which  uucdled  the  retention  ui  Lee,  in  the  event 
i>f  his  being  captured|  that  he  might  be  brought  to  pubhc  trial. 

In 
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In  oppofition  to  this  mcafure,  General  Wafhington  however 
infided,  that  General  Lee  ought  to  be  exchanged  ;  aircrting^ 
that  he  could  be  no  deferter,  as  he  had  Tcfigned  his  half-pay  in 
the  Britifh  fervice^  before  he  took  up  arms  ta  the  Ameiican 
ante :  and  dtelaring  at  the  fame  tiine,  tint  whatever  fteps 
might  be  taken  againft  the  General,  he  would  retaliate  on  z 
Biitiili  oilicer  of  the  liighefl:  i  .iiik  in  liis  culluJv.  To  n^akc 
good  this  threat,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  ot 
the  71ft  legiment,  was  lecalled  from  the  coancry  village  wfaeie 
'  be  was  at  large  on  his  parole,  lent  to  Bofton,  there  cloleij 
confined  in  a  dungeon,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 
This  difagrccuuic  tiV.ir  was  at  lalt  icnr.inaicd  :  iirft,  by  grant- 
ing a  proiKir  degree  of  liberty  to  General  Lee,  when  the  fame 
W3S  reflored  to  Colonel  Campbell }  and  ^ally,  by  exchanging 
the  pnfoners  and  reftoring  the  carteh 

The  conduft  of  the  American  caafe  at  this  time,  although 
•not  immediately  within  the  general  fcope  of  this  work,  attract 
p.iiiicular  attention.  They  wevc  Iccmingly  reduced  to  a  \cry 
low  ebb,  being  left  almoft  witliout  an  army,  and  encompalTed 
with  dangers  and  difliculties ;  notwith{Unding  which,  they 
preferved  a  firm  and  undaunted  countenance,  never  making 
any  advances  for  peace,  but  peffevering  in  fucfa  exertions  as  at 
length  cflfe£bially  rcftored  their  afl^irs  to  profperity  and  fuccefs. 
They  lu.d  experienced  the  nieoiuciiience  of  le\y::ig  troops  lor 
a  fliort  period  only;  and  determining  in  future  to  avoid  it, 
near  the  end  of  autumn  they  fct  about  raifing  eighty-three  bat- 
talions, to  ferve  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  To  en* 
courage  thefe  levies,  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  per  man  was 
x>ffered,  and  an  allotment  of  lands  was  deftined  to  every  foldier 
who  fliould  fer\e  until  the  rai:i;cation  of  a  pc  iCC,  iiid  to  the 
rcprefentatives  of  ihofe  who  fhould  be  llain  in  action.  Five 
hundred  acres  were  the  higheit,  and  one  hundred  the  lowed 
allotment.  To  prevent  improper  advantages  from  being  taken 
of  the  thoughtlefs  or  necelfitous  foldiers,  by  artful  or  defigning 
men,  the  lands  fo  allotted  v^re  declared  to  be  unalienable  dur- 
ing liic  cunimuance  of  the  war.    Previous  to  tliis  enacUnent 

they 
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they  had  infUtuted  a  law^  which  entitled  all  foidiors  and  fallors,. 
diiabled  ia  adkioni  to  half-pay  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Notwithftaading  all  diefe  encouragements^  their  new 
levies  went  on  heavily ;  fo  tliat  Congrcls,  in  November,  was  . 
obliged  to  change  the  propo fed  term  of  fervice  to  a  period  o£ 
three  years  only  :  allowing  the  fame  bounty*  but  withholdings 
the  aliotment  of  lands.  Stilty  their  progitfs  in  recruiting  was 
far  from  anfwering  their  expectations  and  intentions ;  until  the 
fuccefs  of  the  iiuk' fa  tig  able  Coiiiiiiaiuicr  la  Ciilcfof  their  armies 
at  lad  gave  a  fpur  to  their  cflbrts,  freed  them  from  many  o£ 
'  their  embarrafTmentS)  and  brought  by  his  means  the  willing 
lecmits  in  great  numbers  to  their  ftandard. 

Congrefs  alfo  finding  the  fums  raifed,  by  the  colonies  owtv 
ing  their  authority,  to  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofci  of  carrying 
•n  the  war^  refolved  to  borrow  four  millions  of  dollars^  at  four 
per  cent,  intereftj  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States ;  whick 
was  pledged  to  the  lenders  for  the  payment  of  both  principal 
and  iiitercft.  They  likewife  fent  Dr.  Franklin  to  France, 
accompanied  by  others  of  their  £rm  adherents^  with  full 
powers  to  aflume  public  characters*  whenever  they  ihould 
deem  fucb  a  meafure  beneficial  to  their  conftituents ;  and  to 
enter  into  alliances^  political  as  well  as  commercial,  with  fuch 
dates  as  (hould  be  difpofed  to  favour  the  caufe  uf  die  revolted 
colonies. 

Many  complaints  were  made  to  Congrefs  of  the  irregulari- 
ties committed^  in  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jerfey, 

by  tlic  ]ving*s  troops,  p.iiUcularly  by  the  HelTians.  Tlnic 
tlicy  were  careful  to  pubiilli^  no  doubt  with  circumiUnces  cf 
aggravation^  the  more  to  difcredit  their  enemies '  among  thei* 
aibciates  in  arms :  and  this  expedient  was  fuccefsful,  in  height* 
ening  the  deteftation  of  the  revolted  Americans  againft  the 
mihiary,  cfpctialay  agamlt  the  llciiiaus^  whom  tiiey  were 
taught  to  regard  with  horror. 

When  his  MajeCiy's  forces  had  compelled  General  Waihing- 
ton  to  retire  acroCi  the  Delaware^  the  Congrefs  was  then  af« 
iembled  at  PhiladelphiJi  and  by  his  advice  removed  to  Balti- 
more 
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more  in  Maryland.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  lebel  anns  this 
caaipatgn^  and  the  general  pardon  offered  by  his  Majcfty's 
Commiflioncrs,  encouraged  the  Quakers  to  join  their  influence 
to  the  IcfTer  or  Tory  Party,  who  adhered  to  the  caufc  of  the 
mother-country.  This  occafioned  great  difTenfion  in  the  city 
«£  Philadeiphia ;  inibmuch,  that  if  Lord  ComwalUs  had  been 
able  to  get  acrofs  the  Delaware  with  the  troops  ander  hia  orders, 
he  might  have  eilnbl:ll:cd  the  aiccndency  of  the  friends  of 
Government  in  the  metropolis  of  North  America :  for  when 
kis  Lordlhip  with  his  corps  appeared  on  the  oppote  banks  d 
the  rWer»  and  Congrefs  gave  orders  to  fortify  the  city,  the  loyal 
party  (at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Galloway  and  the  Allen 
fatTiily)  was  fo  powerful,  as  to  prevent  thefc  orders  from  being 
carried  into ejLecut ion.  General  Wafliington  bemg  informed  that 
things  were  in  this  ftatc»  immediately  detached  Lord  Stirling 
from  his  camp,  with  three  battalions,  to  fupport  the  avthority 
Li  Congrefs,  and  to  caufe  foriifieations  to  be  ercclcd.  This 
ftep  eflcctualiy  anfwercd  the  firfl  purpofe ;  but  the  deHgn  of 
iortifying  the  city  feems  to  have  been  laid  afidCi  as  perhaps 
pradicable  at  that  time. 

It  has  been  already  pbferved,  that  theicverity  of  the  weather 
had  obliged  General  Howe  to  break  up  his  c'amp,  and  put  hii; 
army  into  winter-quarters  j  and  that  the  line  which  hisiroops 
occupied  was  very  extenfive.  Kotwithftanding  its  great  extent^ 
lie  might  hope  that  in  the  event  of  an  attSick,  (of  which  how- 
ever lie  appears  to  liavc  had  v.o  ^pieion)  th.e  cantonments 
might  be  able  to  lupport  each  other,  untU  their  alTembled  num- 
bers fhould  become  fuifictently  powerful  to  fprce  the  rebels  to 
fetirc* 

General  Wafhincton,  who  never  failed  to  be  fnmilhed  with 

the  bell  info  rmation  of  every  pjrin  uiar  relating  to  his  oppon- 
<tius,  fom^ed  a  moil  mailerly  pbn  for  attacking  fevcral  of  the 
Britiih  cantonments  (ituated  on  the  Delavrarei  atone  and  the  fam^ 
time*  His  army  had  been  conCiderabW  Incieafed  by  the  anival 
of  feme  of  the  new  kvie^i,  and  he  was  determined  to  execute 
bis  dcii^a  before  it  couU  be  lufpci;lcd  by  his  adverfaries.  He 

loimed 
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formed  his  troops  deftined  for  this  fervlce  into  three  divifions, 
and  inarched  them  fo  as  to  arrive  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware 
on  the  night  of  Chriftmas-da^r*  Two  of  thefe  divifions  he 
placed  under  the  command  of  Generals  Erwing  and  Csidwal« 
lader  :  the  firft  of  which  was  ordered  to  crofs  the  river  at  Tren- 
ton Feny^  aboat  a  mile  below  that  town ;  and  the  other  dUl 
lower  down»  towards  Bordentown.  The  third  diviiion,  being 
the  principal  part  of  his  arm^y  was  condu^^ed  hf  himfelf,  haT<* 
ing  under  him  Generals  Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confided  of 
two  thoufaiid  feven  hundred  men,  attended  by  a  train  of  ar- 
tillery of  twenty  brafs  field-pieces.  With  this  corps  he  arrived 
at  M<Kinley*s  Ferry^  about  nine  miles  above  Trenton^  at  the 
time  appointed^  and  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  crodi  the 
river,  with  his  dlvifion  and  tlic  artillery,  before  midnight,  fo 
as  to  arrive  at  1  renton,  where  Colonel  Railie  commanded  a 
brigade  of  He(isans>  before  day«-light  the  neit  morning.  He 
foand  the  river  was  fo  encumbered  with  ice,  that  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  the  boats  could  make  their  way  to  the 
oppofite  fliorc,  which,  togetlier  with  the  extreme  fcvcrity  of  the 
weather,  made  it  near  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  he  was 
capable  of  beginning  his  march.  In  his  progrefs,  he  was  liko* 
wife  fo  greatly  incommoded  by  a  fnow  and  hail  dorm,  alfo  by  the 
flipperinefs  of  the  roads,  that  it  required  his  utmoll:  exertions 
to  reach  his  dc filiation  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

As  foon  as  General  Waibington  had  got  his  troops  landed 
on  the  Jerley  ihore,  he  formed  them  into  two  divifions,  one 
of  which  took  the  lower  road  to  Trenton,  whilll  ihc  other, 
headed  by  himfelf,  took  the  road  which  led  to  the  fame  place 
by  Pennington.  Meeting  with  no  obftacle  on  their  marcb» 
thongh  the  day  was  far  advanced,  they  were  clofe  to  Trenton 
before  they  were  obferved.  General  Wafhing ton's  divifion  at- 
tacked an  out-poft  at  fomc  dillance  from  the  luwn  :  the  other 
divifion,  at  the  fame  time,  drove  in  the  out>guards  on  their 
fide  \  and  the  furprife  was  as  complete  as  the .  enemy  could 
wiOl  On  the  firing  of  General  Wafliington's  cannon,  Colonel 
Railie  dctaciicd  his  own  regiiiicut  lo  lupport  the  plijuet  that 
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WM  firft  attacked ;  but  before  its  amvali  they  had  been  obliged 

to  retire  towards  the  town.    Meeting  in  their  retreat  the  regi- 
ment that  was  advancing  to  their  relief,  and  preiTing  upon  it« 
it  was  thrown  irno  fome  diforder  j  and  the  whole  were  under 
a  necci&ty  of  falling  back  to  Tienton.   Colonel  RaiUe»  having 
by  this  time  got  the  reft  of  his  brigade  under  arms^  was»  with 
the  moft  undaunted  courage^  advancing  at  their  head,  with  fix 
pieces  of  anillcrv,  aeninfl  the  rebels,  and  an  atlion  foon  took 
place  }  at  the  bcgmning  ot  which,  he  had  ilie  misfortune  to 
be  mortally  wounded.    Owing  to  the  difafter  that  befcl  their 
commander,  the  Heflians  fell  into  diforder,  were  forced  to 
abandon  their  cannon,  and  made  an  inefie£fcual  attempt  to  re- 
treat to  Princetown  :  but  by  this  time  the  rebel  troops  having 
nearly  furrounded  them,  the  regiments  of  Rallle,  Loll)erg, 
and  ICnyphaufenj  were  obliged  to  furrender  themfclves  pri- 
ibners  of  war;  the  whole*  including  officers,  amounting  to 
nine  hundred  men.   The  chafieurs,  light  dragoons,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  private  men,  with  a  few  others,  effe^b- 
ed  their  efcnpe  at  the  oppofite  luie  of  the  town.    Some  troops 
who  were  foraging  in  the  country  aifo  efcaped.    The  two 
other  attacks,  that  were  deiigned  to  be  made  on  the  Britiih 
cantonments  fituated  lower  down  the'  Delaware,  from  fome 
»     unforefeen  accident,  did  not  take  place ;  and  General  Wafli- 
ington,  aware  that  a  great  force  would  immediately  be  fent 
againft  him,  very  prudently  recroflcd  the  Delaware  with  his 
prifoners  tiie  evening  of  the  aclion.    The  lofs  which  Colonel 
Raiile^s  corps  fullalned  in  killed  and  wounded,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  did  not  eiceed  fifty  men.   The  prifoners  were  conduced 
to  Philadelphia,  into  which  they  were  marched  in  triumph. 
A  fight  fo  novel  and  onexpe£lcd,  failed  not  to  raifc  the  fpirifs 
of  all  the  adlicrents  to  the  American  caufe,  who  were  highly 
gratified  in  beholding  as  their  prifoners  Ueiliau  foldiers,  whom 
they  had  hitherto  regarded  with  terror. 

To  defpife  an  enemy  too  freq;uently  leads  to  fatal  coiw 
fequences ;  and  to  this  caufe  maybe  imputed  the  difafter  which  ^ 
beiei  die  brave  but  uixiortunate  RaiUe  at  Treatoii.    lie  uuiled 
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to  the  ule  of  the  bayonet^  at  which  the  enemy's  troops  vfct6 

fuppofcd  to  be  inexpert  j  but  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers* 
Had  he  kept  within  his  cantonments  in  conformity  to  his  orders^ 
the  enemy  might  have  found  it  very  difTicuk  to  have  forced  his 
pod.  On  the  part  of  General  Waihington  this  muft  ever  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  firft  military  exploits.  Pofterity  will 
fcarcclv  bciicvt^,  that  in  the  "depth  of  winter,  with  a  military 
force  iuppofed  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  annihilated,  and  a  broad 
river  to  crofs,  he  could  have  fo  completely  furprifed  fuch  a  large 
body  of  regular  and  well-difciplined  troops,  who,  not  many  days 
prior  to  their  defeat,  had  beheld  him  and  his  army  flying  before 
iJiem.  This  bold  (Irokc  totally  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in 
America  :  for  notwithftanding  the  ilrength  of  the  Britiili  army, 
the  caufe  of  the  mother*country  could  never  again  be  reftored 
to  the  favourable  fituation,  in  which  it  ftood  before  th^  un-^ 
happy  furprife  at  Trenton.  The  report  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Hellians  fooii  reached  General  Grant  at  Bruulwick.  He  im- 
mediately gave  orders  for  aflembling  the  Britifli  forces  and  ad^ 
vancing  to  Princetown,  where  he  was  fpeedily  joined  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  from  New  York  ;  who,  on  hearing  of  the  furprife 
at  Trenton,  had  poRponedlus  intended  voyage  to  England,  and 
hadencd  back  to  the  Jerfies.  By  this  time  General  Walhing* 
ton  had  received  fuch  confiderable  reinforcements,  that  he  once 
more  croiled  the  Delaware  with  his  army,  and  took  a  mod  ad- 
vantageous poll  tion  at  Trenton.  Lord  Coi  nwalli  .  h  iving  care- 
fully reconnoitred  his  camp,  faw  that  it  was  fo  (irong,  fo  well 
fortified  J  and  his  cannon  fo  judicioufly  placed,  that  any  inu 
mediate  attempt  to  diflodge  him  would  be  hazardous  and  inex- 
pedient. After  cannonading  him  for  a  few  hours,  he  ther(^- 
fore  took  poll  with  his  troops  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  January,  General  Waihington 
gave  Lord  Cornwallis  the  flip.  Having,  to  prevent  any 
fufpicton  of  his  defign,  ordered  the  fires  to  be  kept  up  in  his 
camp,  uiid  his  patrols  to  go  .i'o.,at  as  uTual,  he  marched  with 
his  army  a  little  after  midnight^  in  hopes  of  furpriling  a  brigade 
of  the  King's  forces  cantoned  at  Princetown.  To  avoid  falling 
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in  with  Lord  Coriiwallls's  poft  at  Maidenhead,  wliieli  \.iy  in 
the  direct  road  to  Princetown^  he  took  a  circuitous  courfe : 
and  ibon  afier  day-break,  met  the  very  brigade  which  he  had 
intended  to  furprife*   It  confided  of  the  1 7th»  4oth»  and  55th 
regiments,  and  had  juft  commenced  its  march  by  the  way  of 
Maidenhead  to  join  his  Lordlhip.     i  li*.  morning  was  foggy^ 
when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mawhood,  at  the  head  of  tl^e  17th 
regiment  in  the  van  of  thefc  troops,  encountered  the  enemy'd 
army.   Imagining  that  he  had  met  only  a  fmail  detachment, 
be  immediately  attacked  them  with  the  greateft  bravery :  but 
having  foon  difcovered  his  miftake,  with  the  moft  determined 
lefolution  he  Ciuirgcd  them  with  lixcd  bayonets,  fenced  his  way 
through  the  part  of  tlieir  army  oppofed  to  his  regmient,  and 
made  good  his  progrefs  to  Maidenhead.    In  this  gallant  achive- 
menthe  fuftamed  a  very  coniiderable  lofs  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed.  Among  the  former  was  the  Honourable  Capuin  William 
3Leilie,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Lcven,  a  moftprominng  young  man, 
much  lamented  by  the  whole  army.    The  bravery  and  abilities 
difplayed  by  Colonel  Mawhood,  on  this  occaiion,  defervedly 
gained  him  the  htgheft  applaufe.   Tlus  vigorous  attack  on  the 
enemy  fi>  completely  occupied  the  whole  of  their  army,  as  to 
afford  the  other  two  regiments  an  <  ^  portunityof  efie£ling  their 
retreat,  by  the  way  cf  i  iilHborough  to  Bninfwick,  with  much 
lefs  lofs  than  might  liave  been  expe£lcd.    In  ihis  rencounter 
the  enemy  had  a  great  many  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  former  was  one  of  their  beft  officers,  a  Brigadier-General 
Mercer,  from  Virginia.f 

Urn  fptrited  exertion  of  General  Wafliington's  obliged  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  follow  him  j  anJ  iiiOv.\. J  the  expediency  oi  with- 
drawing the  Britiih  troops  from  all  their  pulU  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  and  of  arranging  them  in  new  cantonments  lefs 
diftant,  that  they  might  be  able  readily  to  fupport  one  another 
if  attacked.  As  the  King's  magazines  at  Brunfwick  were  ap- 
prehended to  be  in  danger,  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  corps 
marched  with  the  utmoil  expedition  to  protect  them.  But 

General 

f  See  Note  5a. 
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General  Wafliington  wifliing  to  avoid  a  general  action,  to 
which  he.  was  convinced  the  troops  under  his  command  were 
YCTj  unequal,  iniiead  of  marching  to  Brunfwick,  croffed  the 
Millftone  river,  fpreadhis  army  over  the  Jerfies,  and  took  poll 
at  Newark)  (where  he  fixed  his  head-quarters,)  and  at  EHza- 
bcthtown  and  Woodbridge  ;  thus  commanding  the  coaft  op- 
poiite  to  Staien  iiiand.  In  thefe  towns  he  eflabliihed  his 
army  during- the  remainder  of  the  winter.  So  alert  were  his 
troops,  that  they  could  not  be  furprifed  :  and  fo  ftrongly  were 
they  pofted,  that  any  atteaipt  to  didodgc  them  by  force  mud 
have  been  attended  witli  great  hazard  and  lofs.  Of  all  the 
great  conquells  which  his  Majefty's  troops  had  made  in  the 
Jerfies,  Bninrwick  and  Amboy  the  only  two  places'o£ 
any  note,  which  they  retained  after  the  acHon  at  Princetown  j 
and  liowever  brilliant  their  fuccefTes  had  been  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  they  reaped  little  advantage  from  them  when 
the  winter  advanced,  and  the  contiguity  of  fo  vigilant  an 
enemy  forced  them  to  perform  the  fevereft  duty.  His  Majefty 
was  fo  well  pleafcd  with  the  abilities  and  a£livity  which  Ge- 
neral Howe  had  difplayed  this  campaign,  tliat  on  the  25th  of  ' 
Odober  he  conferred  upon  him  the  Moft  Honourable  Order  o.f 
the  Bath. 

When  the  campaign  was  over,  Earl  Percy  rctnrned  to  Eng- 
land on  account  of  his  health,  as  did  Licutenant-General  Clinton 
on  private  bufitiefis. 

1777. 

Tpte  declaration  of  the  Independency  of  the  Thirteen  re- 
volted Colonies  in  North  America,  which  was  made  by  Con- 
grefs  on  the  4th  of  July  laft,  afforded  great  fatisfa^ion  to  the 
ftates  unfriendly  to  Great  Britain.  It  promifed  them  an  op- 
portunity of  abridging  her  power,  by  cutting  ofr"  a  large  extent 
of  her  dominions,  v.'hcn  they  lliould  be  difpofed  to  acknowledge 
the  pretenfibns  of  her  colonics  to  a  free  and  independent 
government.   Things  were  not  yet  fufliciently  advanced  for  the 
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open  avowal  of  fuch  a  mcafure  j  but  circumflanccs  ftrongly  in- 
dicated, that  the  period  of  its  accomplifhment  was  fall  ap' 
proaching.  In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view  of  concealing  their 
intentions,  the  language  alFe£le<{  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Courts  of 
France  and  Spain  was  friendly  in  a  higli  degree.  But  the  great 
naval  preparations,  which  were  carrying  on  at  all  the  principal 
ports  of  both  of  thcfe  kingdoms,  led  to  ftrong  fufpicions  that 
their  profeflions  were  iniincere.  It  was  notorious,  that  the 
ports  of  both  had  become  afyluros  to  the  American  privateers  ; 
;ind  that  they  were  crowded  with  Britifh  prizes^  which  were 
fold  without  any  colour  of  difguife:  till,  on  remonftrances  being 
made  by  his  Majefty's  Mlnifters,  a  little  more  decorum  was 
obferved,  and  fome  check  apparently  given  to  thefe  practices. 
The  fame  tranHif^ions,  however,  were  (lill  clandeftinely  con- 
tinued. The  Britifli  Miniftry,  being  extremely  averfe  to  in* 
creafe  the  number  of  national  enemies  during  tins  unhappy 
civil  contention,  judged  it  expedient,  as  well  as  prudent,  for  a 
while  to  abftain  from  afTerting  the  dignity  oi  their  cuuntry, 
and  quietly  fubmitted  to  the  partiality  manifclled  by  France  and 
Spain  to  her  re?olted  fubje£is»  which  in  better  circumftances 
they  would  not  have  tolerated.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  where 
the  privateers  fitted  out  by  the  revolted  colonifts  were  moft 
fuccefsful  in  their  depredations,  they  were  openly  protefted  in 
Till  the  French  idands  :  and  even  French  iliips  took  American 
commiHions,  and  with  few  and  fometimes  no  American  fcamen 
on  board,  carried  on  vnrh  impunity,  a  war  againft  the  Britiih 
commerce. 

The  Parliament  was  early  afllembled.    It  met  the  31ft  oF 

OQober,  1776,  when  the  King  made  the  following  fpeech  tQ 
both  Houfes : 

Aly  Lords  and  Geni/emettf 

Nothing  could  have  afibrded  me  fo  much  fatisfa^tion  as  to 
have  been  able  to  inform  you,  at  the  opening  of  this  fefiion, 

**  that  the  troubles,  which  have  fo  long  diflrndlcd  niy  colonics 
"  in  North  America^  were  at  an  end  i  and  that  my  unhappy 

peoplcy 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777-        MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  199 


people,  recovered  from  tlieir  dcluflon,  had  delivered  thcm- 
««  felves  from  the  opprefllon  of  their  leaders,  and  returned  to 
**  their  duty :  but  fo  daring  and  defperate  is  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
«  leaders,  wfaofe  obje£^  has  always  been  dominion  and  power^ 
that  they  have  now  openly  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the 
•*  crown*  and  all  political  connexion  with  this  country :  they 
hare  rejected,  with  circunirLauces  of  indignity  and  infult, 
**  the  means  of  conciliation  held  out  to  them  under  the  autho- 
rity  of  onr  commifTion  *,  and  haye  prefamed  to  fet  up  their 
rebellious  confederacies  for  independent  ftates.  If  their  trea- 
**  foa  he  fufiered  to  take  root,  much  mifchief  muft  grow  from 
««  it,  to  the  fafety  of  my  loyal  colonics,  to  the  commerce  of  my 
•«  kingdoms,  and  indeed  to  tlic  prefent  fyftem  of  nil  Europe. 
*<  One  great  advantage,  however,  will  be  derived  from  the  ob- 
}t£k  of  the  rebels  being  openly  avowed,  and  clearly  under- 
ftood;  we  fliall  have  unanimity  at  home,  founded  tin  the 
general  convi£Uon  of  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  onr  meafuret. 

"  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,  by  the  blelTing  of  Divine 
«  Providence  on  the  good  conduct  and  valour  of  my  officers 
«  and  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  on  the  zeal  and  bravery  of 

the  auxiliary  troops  in  my  fervice,  Canada  is  recovered ;  and 
«  although,  from  unavoidable  delays,  the  operations  at  New 
•*  York  could  not  begin  before  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  fucr 
*•  ccis  m  iliat  province  has  been  fo  important  as  to  give  the 

iirongeft  hopes  of  the  moil  decifive  good  confequences :  but 
«*  notwitfaftanding  this  fair  profpe£^,  we  muft,  at  all  events^ 

prepare  for  another  campaign. 

«  I  continue  to  receive  alTur  inces  of  amity  from  the  fevcral 
^  «  courts  in  Europe  i  and  am  ufmg  my  utmoll  endeavours  to 
^  conciliate  the  unhappy  diiFcrence  between  two  neighbouring 
**  powers; -and  I  ft  ill  hope,  that  all  mifunderftandlngs  may  be 
«« removed,  and  Europe  continue  to  enjoy  the  ineftimable 
«  bleflings  of  peace  :  I  think  iievcrthelcfs,  that,  in  the  prefent 
*<  fituation  of  affairs,  it  is  expedient  that  wc  fliculd  b^  in  a  rc- 

fpcdable  ilatc  of  defence  at  home." 
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•*  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

«  \  will  order  the  eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid 

^  fore  you.  It  is  a  matter  of  real  concern  to  me^  that  the  im- 
«*  portant  confiderations  which  I  have  ftated  to  you  muft  neccf- 
farily  be  followed  by  great  expence  :  I  doubt  not,  however, 
but  that  my  faithful  Commons  will  readily  and  cheerfully 
grant  me  fuch  fuppties»  as  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  cf 
my  Crown,  the  Tindication  of  the  juil  rights  of  Parliamentt 
and  the  jpublic  welfare  {ball  be  iuuud  to  rti^uire.'* 

il/y  Lords  and  Gcntlcmeny 

In  this  arduous  conteft  I  can  ha^  no  other  obje^  but  lo 
promote  the  true  interefts  of  all  my  fubjeds*   No  people 
«  ever  enjoyed  more  happincfs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  goreni- 
**  ment,  than  thofe  now  revolted  pi  q\  luces  :  the  improvements 
«  in  every  art,  of  which  they  boail,  declare  it :  their  numbers9 
their  wealth,  their  ftrength  by  fea  and  land^  which  they 
think  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  make  head  agatnft  the 
whole  power  of  the  mother-country,  are  irrefragable  proofs 
**  of  it.    My  defire  is  to  reftorc  to  them  the  bleflings  of  hw 
•*  and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  Brltifli  fubje<3:,  which 
they  have  fatally  and  defperately  exchanged  for  all  the  cala* 
mities  of  war^  and  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  chiefs." 

Adminillration  appeared  to  iland  on  iurc  ground.  As  the 
motions  for  the  addrelTes  on  his  Majeily's  ipcech  from  the 
throne»  and  indeed  all  the  principal  motions  in  both  Houfes 
throughout  the  feifion  of  Parliament,  had  been  decided  by  con- 
fiderable  majorities  in  their  favour,  they  had  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  plans  they  ihould  propofe  for  carrying  on  the  war,  or 
for  cunciliating  peace  with  the  revohed  colonics  in  North  Ame- 
rica, would  be  adopted.  The  I'um  total  voted  by  the  Commons 
this  feifion,  amotmted  to  12,895,543!.* 

The  immenfe  depredations  of  the  enemy's  cruizers  greatly 
alarmed  the  trading  part  of  the  nation.   The  value  of  the  cap> 

turcs 
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tures  vliich  they  had  already  made,  was  cflii-Jintcd  ai  the 
enormous  fum  of  one  milHon  fterling.  To  afford  proper  pro* 
tedion  to  commercei  fixteen  fail  of  the  line»  and  a  great  many 
firigatcs  and  floops»  were  dieiefore  put  in  commiffion :  and  on 
the  6th  of  February  a  bill  was  paflcd,  empowering  the  Lord 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  grant  com  millions,  and 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  to  the  owners  or  maf^ers  of 
prWate  Ihips,  and  anthorifing  them  to  take  and  make  prises  of 
all  ireflels,  having  on  board  goods  or  efief^s  belonging  to  anj 
of  the  thirteen  revolted  American  cok  nics. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  Parliament,  by  that  illuftrious 
patriot  and  fbtefman  die  Earl  of  Chatham*  to  c&&  a  fcoon- 
ciliation  between  the  Mother-country  and  her  North  American 
Colonies.  His  motion  contained  a  propofal  for  making  a  fea- 
fonabk  conceflion  on  the  part  of  Britain*  which  might  conciliate 
the  a£Fe£lions  of  the  rerolted  Americans^  and  difpofe  them  to 
fctum  to  their  allegiance.  This  meafure  he  pfefled  upon  the 
Houfey  from  the  critical  fitvation  In  which  he  beheld  his  coun- 
try. He  painted  her  in  the  moi\  plowing  colours,  as  tottering 
on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  and  averred*  that  the  prefent  was  the 
only  moment  that  remained*  for  preventing  an  intended  union 
between  our  American  colonies  and  our  natural  enemies.  He 
predicted,  that  as  foon  as  our  rapidiy  I'.ccliiung  flrength  was 
fufficiently  weakened,  fuch  a  jundion  would  be  ciTccled,  and 
that  it  would  be  productive  of  coniequences  fatal  to  the  pn^ 
fperity  and  iafety  of  the  Britiih  Empire*  Happily*  in  this  par- 
ricular,  his  prediction  has  not  been  verified ;  but  it  was  on  a 
different  footing  that  the  Miniflry  oppoicd  his  motion.  Thcy 
contraverted  every  afi'ertion  he  had  made  with  refpc^  to  the 
ftate  of  the  American  colonies  and  of  Europe  $  but  experience 
foon  ihowed*  that  in  this  conteft  they  had  been  uniformly  in 
the  wrong.  Their  opinions  however,  or  rather  lLc  i  influence, 
prevailed ;  and  the  propofcd  plan  of  conciliation  was  rejected 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers*  by  a  majority  of  ninety-nine»  include 
ing  twenty-tliree  proxies*  againft  twenty-eighty  including  t^'O 
proxies. 
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The  plan  formed  by  Adminiftratlon,  for  the  enfuing  cam-  . 
paign  in  North  America,  appears  to  have  been,  to  make  at  the 
fame  time  three  grand  attacks  on  the  revolted  colonies,  with 
very  confiderable  and  well  appointed  armies.    By  thefe  means, 
it  was  hoped,  that  the  enemy's  force  would  be  fo  divided,  as  to 
render  it  unable  to  refifl  the  King's  troops  with  effect.  The 
firft  of  thefe  attacks  was  to  be  condudled  by  General  Howe, 
who,  with  a  great  part  of  the  army  under  his  command,  was 
dire£led  to  proceed  from  New  York,  and  endeavour  to  gain 
pofleflion  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.    The  fleet  under  Lord 
Howe  was  ordered  to  afTifl  him  in  this  expedition,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  northern  from  fending  any  fuccour  by  fea  to  the  fouth- 
cm  colonies.    The  fecond  army  was  to  march  from  Canada, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  ;  and  by 
means  of  Lake  Champlain  and  Lake  George,  and  the  Hudfon's 
river,  to  penetrate  to  Albany  :  after  which,  if  it  fliould  receive 
orders  to  that  efFe6\,  it  was  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.    To  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  this  arma- 
ment, to  fecond  its  operations,  and  to  diftradl  the  enemy's  at- 
tention as  much  as  poiTible,  General  Clinton,  who  was  to  be 
left  at  New  York  with  a  third  army,  was  to  fend  up  the  North 
or  Hudfon's  river  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  attack  the  enemy's 
fettlements  on  its  banks,  to  oblige  them  to  detach  forces  to  op- 
pofe  its  progrefs,  and  if  poflible  to  form  a  jundlion  with  General 
Burgoyne.  Lord  Howe  was  to  leave  a  confiderable  detachment 
of  his  fleet  at  New  York,  the  commander  of  which  had  in- 
llru6lions  to  afTift  General  Clinton  in  the  excurfions  he  fhould 
make  up  North  p.iver. 

It  is  but  doing  judice  to  his  Majefly's  Miniftry  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  they  were  very  afliduous  in  taking  every  meafurc 
that  could  enfure  fuccefs  to  their  plans.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  fleets  with  the  reinforcements  of  recruits,  and 
the  neceflary  ftores  of  every  kind,  were  long  detained  in  Eng- 
land by  contrary  winds.  Few  alterations  were  made  in  the  dif- 
ferent naval  commands.  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Vernon  was 
fent  out,  in  the  Rippon,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  his 
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Majefty's  (hips  and  veflefs  in  the  Eaft  Indies.*    On  the  28d)  of 

Apiil,  ill  purluancc  of  his  M?.jefty*s  orJcr,  the  following  pro- 
motion of  flag-officers  took  place,  viz.  Rear- Admirals  of  the 
Blue,  the  Honourable  John  Byron,  and  Auguftus  John  £ari  ol 
Briftol,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  White;  and  Captains 
George  Mackenzie,  Matthew  Barton,  Efqrs.  and  Sir  I'ctcr 
Parker,  Knt.  were  promoted  to  be  Rear- Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

Lieutenant- General  Clinton  having  come  home  on  his  private 
affairs  in  the  beginning  of  lait  winter,  his  Majefty,  in  token  of 
his  approbation  of  his  ferrices,  was  pleafed,  on  the  i  ith  of 
April,  to  invcft  him  with  the  Military  Order  of  the  B.uli, 
previous  to  his  return  to  North  America.  On  his  voyage 
thither,  he  was  accompanied  by  Major-General  Charles  Gief. 

NORTH  AMERICA. 

The  detail  of  naval  and  military  operations  in  North  Ame- 
rica this  campaign,  will  commence  with  the  proceedings  of  the 

northern  army  under  General  Burgoyne,  until  it  had  advanced 
acrofs  Lake  George.  When  the  fcvcrity  of  the  weather  had 
put  a  ftop  to  the  military  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada 
laft  year.  General  Burgoyne  returned  to  England  to  concert 
meafures  with  his  Majedy's  Minifters,  and  to  lay  before  them 
a  phui  he  had  projected  for  the  Canadian  army  durn:^  ilic  pre- 
fent  campaign.  This  army  was  accordingly  put  entirely  under 
his  orders :  and  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit,  he  era* 
barked  onboard  his  Majedy's  (hip  Apollo,  and  arrived  at  Qii^ 
bee  the  <Sth  of  May.  The  fame  day,  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  with 
itores  and  recruits  for  hii  army,  alfo  reached  that  phcc.  The 
General  immediately  repaired  to  Montreal,  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  which  he  afterwards  divided  into  three  un- 
equal bodies.f  One  of  thefe,  under  Sir*  Guy  Carlfeton,  was 
allotted  to  ilic  defence  oi  the  province.  The  largcll  part  was 
to  under  himlelf.  The  third  and  fmalleft,  confiding  of 
detachments  from  different  corps,  fome  provincial  troops,  and 

fome 
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fome  tribes  of  Indians  under  Sir  John  Johnfon,  was  put  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Barry  St.  Leger,  who  was  appointed 
to  a£l  as  a  Brigadier-General.  This  officer  was  ordered  to 
proceed,  with  his  motley  corps,  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and 
acrofs  Lake  Ontario  to  Ofwego ;  from  thence,  by  Wood  creek 
and  the  Mohawk  river,  to  endeavbur  to  makchimfelf  niafter  of 
Fort  Stanwix,  and  to  penetrate  by  Schcneiflady  to  Albany. 
General  Burgoyne*s  dcfign  in  planning  this  expedition  was, 
that  by  attacking  the  enemy  and  obliging  them  in  felf-defencc 
to  remain  at  home,  it  might  prevent  them  from  obftru6ling 
his  progrefs,  by  detaching  againft  him  the  militia  of  a  large 
tra6l  of  country. 

•  By  the  great  forefight  of  Governor  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Sir 
Charles  Douglas  of  the  navy,  fuch  ample  means  were  provid- 
ed for  efcorting  the  army  acrofs  the  Lakes,  that  as  foon  as  the 
ncceflary  arrangements  were  made,  General  Burgoyne  found 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  embark  his  troops  at  Cumberland  Point, 
and  proceed  over  Lake  Champlain.  In  this  expedition,  he  was 
well  feconded  by  Captain  Lutwidge  of  the  Triton,  who  was 
appointed  to  take  the  command  of  all  his  Majefty*s  fliips  and 
vefTels  on  the  Lakes.*  Having  difcmbarked  liis  men  at  Crown 
Point,  he  remained  there  a  few  days,  making  the  ncceflary 
preparations  for  moving  againft  Ticonderago,  where  the  ene- 
my were  pofted  in  great  force.  That  he  underftood  his  in- 
ftru6lions,  to  cfFcft  a  jun^lion  with  Sir  William  Howe,  not 
to  be  difcretionary  but  peremptory,  is  evident  from  the  follow- 
ing extraft  from  the  orders  lie  gave  his  army  at  Crown  Point, 
June  30th :  "  The  army  embarks  to-morrow  to  approach  the 
enemy.  The  fervices  required  of  this  particular  expedition 
"  are  critical  and  confpicuous.  During  our  progrefs  occafions 
may  occur,  in  which  nor  difficulty,  nor  labour,  nor  life,  arc 
to  be  regarded.  This  army  muft  not  retreat."  The  a6lual 
flrength  of  his  army  amounted  to  eight  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-threc  men;  his  park  of  artillery  ccnfifted  of  ten 
pieces,  viz.  two  light  twentj'-four  pounders,  four  medium 
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twelve  pounders,  two  eight  inch  howitzers,  and  two  royal 
howitzers.  The  field  train,  that  accompanied  the  army,  coiw 

ftftetl  of  four  medium  twelve  pounders,  two  light  twenty-four 
pounders,*  eighteen  light  fix  pounders,  fix  light  three  poun- 
ders, two  eight  inch  howitzers,  four  live  and  a  half  inch 
liowitzers,  two  eight  inch  mortars,  and  four  royals*  A  much 
larger  train  of  artillery  was  intended  to  have  gone  along  with 
it,  bat  from  the  impoiTibility  of  tranfporting  them,  they  were 
otherwife  difpofed  of.  f  When  the  enemy  learned  that  the 
Britiih  armament  was  approaching,  convinced  that  their  force 
on  Lake  Champlain  was  unable  to  contend  with  his  Majefty'ft 
fleet,  they  retired  to  Ticonderago.  General  Burgoyne  accord- 
ingly met  with  no  oppofition ;  and  after  a  pleafant  Yoyage  land* 
ed  at  Crown  Point,  where  he  halted  diree  days,  to  bring  up 
the  rear  of  the  armv,  to  eftablifli  mngnzlncs  and  the  hofpital, 
to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  and  to  make  all  the  necef- 
fary  arrangements.  On  the  30th  of  June,  he  ordered  the  ad« 
Tanced  corps,  confifting  of  the  Britifli  light^infantry  and 
grenadiers,  the  24th  regiment,  fome  Canadians  and  favages, 
and  ten  pieces  of  light  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Briga* 
diet- General  Frnfcr,  to  move  from  Putnam  creek,  where  they 
had  been  encamped  fome  days,  up  the  wed  (hore  of  the  Lake 
to  Four-mile  Point,  fo  called  from  being  within  that  diftance  o£ 
the  fort  of  Ticonderago.  The  German  rcjerre,  compofed  of  the 
Brunfwick  chafleurs,  light-infantry,  and  grenadiers,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Breyman,  were  ..i  iht  (aiuc  time  advanced  up- 
on the  call  fliore.  On  the  ift  of  July,  the  whuk  army  made 
a  movement  towards  Ticonderago,  the  right  wing  going  up  the 
weftem  ihore,  and  the  left  wing  keeping  pace  with  it  by  the 
caftem  ihore.  Brigadier  Frafer's  corps  occupied  the  ftrong  po(t 
called  Three-mile  Point  on  the  weft  (bore;  the  right  wii  -  uf  the 
army  encamping  at  Four-mile  Point  on  tlie  wefl  ;  and  the  left 
on  the  oppoliie  ihore.  iiic  Roy  id  George  and  Indexible  frigates, 

with 

*  The  light  twenty-four  pounden  were  of  a  eeoAradiM  fighter  by  eight 
iMtidred  weight  thia  medium  twelves,  aod  to  all  intentt  and  purpofb  fickk 
actiUcry.   Vide  General  Biugoyiie't  Kwiative,  fN^e  14. 
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with  the  gun-boats,  were  anchored  juft  without  the  reach  of  the 
enem^r's  batteries*  The  reit  of  the  fleet  had  been  for  fome 
time  without  dieir  guns^  that  they  might  aflift  in  carrying  pro- 

vifions  acrofs  Lake  Champlain.  * 

The  General  had  now  an  opportunity  of  reconnoitring  the 
portion  of  the  rebels,  and  obfcrved  them  poded  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  A  brigade  occupied  the  old  French  lineSt  upon 
the  height  northward  of  the  fort  of  Ticonderago.  Thefe  lines 
were  in  good  repair,  aiul  icvtral  intrenchments  behind 
them,  calculated  cliiefiy  to  guard  the  N.  W.  flank,  which  wis 
fultained  by  a  blockhoufe*  About  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  thefe 
worksy  they  had  faw-mills  protected  by  a  blockhoufe :  and  at 
the  entrance  of  Lake  George  there  was  another  blockhoufe, 
near  to  which  was  an  hofpital,  upon  tlie  rlglit  of  the  French 
ItneSi  and  between  them  anil  the  old  fort  were  two  new  blockp 
houfea,  and  a  confiderable  battery  clofe  to  the  water's  fide. 

The  infurgents  had  ^ftowed  great  attention  on  Mount  In- 
dependence, and  had  cflablillied  a  very  ilrong  poll  there.  The 
Mount  is  hi^h  and  circular ^  and  upon  the  fummit,  which  is 
plain,  they  had  ere^ed  a  ftar  fort  made  with  pickets,  and  well 
fupplied  with  artillery,  having  a  large  fquare  of  barracks  within 
it.  On  the  foot  of  the  Mount,  which  projects  confiderably 
into  the  water,  they  had  a  ftrong  iiurcnchment,  on  which 
were  mounted  fom&  heavy  artillery  pointing  down  the  Lake, 
flanking  the  battery  above-mentioned,  and  fuftained  by  another 
battery  about  half-way  up  the  Mount.  This  remarkable  hill  is 
dire£^ly  oppofite  to  and  liighcr  tiian  th.at  on  which  the  fort  of 
Ticonderago  is  built.  It  is  iltuated  on  a  point,  having  on  the 
weft  fide  the  river  flowing  from  Lake  George ;  on  the  eaft 
Wood  creek,  which  leads  to  Skenefborough ;  and  in  its  front, 
or  north  fide,  the  liver  which  conne<fls  Lakes  George  and 
Champlain.  Between  this  poft  and  Ticonderago  was  a  large 
and  flrong  wooden  bridge  of  communication,  which  was  fup- 
ported  by  twenty^two  ibnken  piers  of  large  timber,  at  nearly 
equal  diftances.  The  fpaces  between  tHem  were  filled  by 
feparatc  iloat*,  each  about  fii  ty  feet  long  and  twelve  feet  wide, 
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ftrongly  faftencd  together  by  chains  and  rivets,  and  alfo  fixed 
to  the  funken  piers.  Before  this  bridge  was  a  boom,  made  of 
very  large  pieces  of  round  timber,  bound  together  by  rivetted 
bolts  and  double  chains,  made  of  iron  an  inch  and  a  half  fquare. 
The  fQiith  iidc  of  the  Mount  is  rem  irkabiy  ftccp  :  and  the 
height  of  Ticonderago  concealed  the  bridge. 

On  the  fecond  of  July,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  a  fmoke 
was  obleived  towards  Lake  George :  and  the  Indians  brought 
in  a  report,  that  the  enemy  had  fet  fire  to  their  farther  block- 
houfe  and  abandoned  the  faw-mills  \  and  that  a  confiderable 
body  of  their  troops  were  feen  advancing  from  their  lines,  tCN 
wards  a  bridge  upon  the  road  which  led  to  the  right  of  the 
Britifh  camp.  A  detachment  of  the  advanced  corps,  under 
Brigadier  Frafer,  fupportedby  a  brigade  from  the  line  and  fomc 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Major-GeneralFhilhps,  were 
ordered  to  march  immediately  towards  Mount  Hope,  which-lies 
to  the  north  of  the  lines,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  pofition, 
^iiiJ  to  take  ativantagt;  ul  uiiv  poll  which  they  aiigiu  abaxidon, 
or  from  which  they  might  be  driven. 

The  Indians  under  Captain  Frafer,  fupported  by  his  com- 
pany of  markfinen,  were  dire£led  to  make  a  circuit  to  the  left 
of  Brigadier  Frafcr's  line  of  march,  and  to  endeavour  to  cut 
off  the  retrent  of  the  enemy.  Through  the  impetuofity  of  the 
favages,  this  deHgn  mifcarried.  1  hey  began  too  foon  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  in  front,  by  which  means  they  had  time  to 
make  good  their  retreat,  with  very  little  lofii.  Major-General 
Phillips  took  pofl,  witli  the  troops  under  his  command,  on 
Mount  iiope,  and  thereby  cut  oii  the  Americans  from  aE 
communication  with  Lake  George* 

On  the  3d  of  July,  that  Mount  was  occupied  by  the  corps 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Fraftr,  whicli  wjj  reinforced 
with  the  fird  brigade  of  British,  and  two  entire  brigadct»  of 
artillery ;  the  feveral  corps  were  puihed  on  ib  as  to  inveft  the 
poft  of  Ticonderago :  Major-General  Reidefel  advanced  on  the 
caft  to  Thiree-mile  Point,  and  the  rcfervc  of  his  corps  took  poft 
near  a  rtvukt|  on  the  cail  iide  of  Mouat  lodcpeodcncc.  The 
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canfionaded  tlie  camp  on  Mount  Hope,  and  diat  of  the 

German  referve,  moft  part  o£  the  d^y  \  but  without  doing 
them  any  material  injury. 

On  the  4th,  the  army  worked  hard  in  compkting  tfaetf 
conunuoicationsy  and  in  bringing  up  artillery^  tents»  baggage, 
and  provifions.  During  thefe  oi>erations,  the  enemy  kept  up 
a  furious  cannonade*  by  which  they  expended  a  great  deal  of 
ammunition  to  no  purpofe :  and  to  which  no  return  was  made* 
The  Thunderer  radeau,  with  the  battering  train  and  ftoi«a» 
arrived  this  day,  haying  been  warped  up  from  Crown  Point ; 
and  the  landing  of  the  artillery  immediately  commenced. 

Lieutenant  Twifs,  the  commanding  engineer,  having  beea 
ordered  to  reconnoitre  Sugar  Hill,  which  is  fitoated  to  the 
lbttth*weft  of  the  fort  of  Ticonderago,  reported,  that  it  had 
the  entire  command  of  the  works  and  buildings,  both  of  that 
Fort  and  of  Mount  Independence }  that  the  ground  might  be 
levelled  fo  as  to  receipe  cannon ;  and  that  a  road  to  convef 
them,  though  difficult,  might  be  made  pra^icable  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  hill  alfo  commanded  in  reverfc  the  bridge 
of  communication,  and  afforded  fo  complete  a  \iew  of  the 
enemy's  yeilels  and  fituation,  that  during  the  day  they  could 
make  no  material  movement  or  preparation  undiCcovered,  and 
that  even  their  numbers  might  be  counted.  The  importance 
of  this  poll  havl  not  been  overlooked  by  the  enemy,  vliolnJ 
held  a  council  upon  the  expediency  of  poileihng  it  \  but  reiin- 
quiihed  the  defign  from  an  idea^  that  to  eftabliih  a  corps  in 
force  upon  it  was  impracticable.  General  Burgoyne  vras  of  a 
contrary  opinion  :  and  after  receiving  Lieutenant  Twifs's  re- 
port, he  began  with  all  poflible  expedition  to  eftablifh  a  ftrong 
poit  there,  and  to  crc(5l  a  battery  for  heavy  cannon  and  eight 
inch  howitzers.  With  fuch  activity  was  this  arduous  work 
carried  on,  that  in  the  courie  of  the  next  day,  the  battery  was 
ready  to  open  upon  the  enemy.  On  obferving  the  rapidity  of 
his  a<lvances,  their  Commander  in  Chief  called  a  Council  of 
War,  who,  fearing  that  their  retreat  might  be  cut  off,  and 
that  they  might  at  iaft  be  compelled  to  furreader  at  difcretkm, 
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adopted  the  rcfolution  of  abandoning  all  their  works,  ipiLing 
their  cannon ,  and  retiring  witli  all  poUible  fpeed  to  their  firit 
pofts  at  the  fottth  end  of  Lake  George.  General  BmgoTiia 
liady  in  the  meaii  ume,  fixed  his  quarters  on  board  the  Royal 
George,  as  a  centrical  ittiiation  equally  near  to  both  wings  o£ 
his  army,  XV  hie  a  w.  re  itparatcd  by  the  river  that  joins  that  Lake 
with  Lake  Champlain.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6t!i,  lie 
was  inlbrnied  by  an  officer  fent  to  him  by  Brigadier  Frafer^ 
that  the  enemy  were  retreating,  and  that  he,  having  left  orders 

with  his  bii;t^.ulc  to  foiL)W  liaii  (juiLkly  poiliblc,  was  ;id- 
vancing  with  the  piquets  of  his  corps  to  purfue  them  by  land* 
General  Burgoyde,  on  thus  difcovering  the  deiign  of  the  Asne-> 
licansy  took  immediate  pofleflion  of  Ticonderago,  and  caufed 
the  Britifh  colours  to  be  difplayed  on  its  fort.  Repoling  entire 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  good  coiidu<ft  of  General  Frafer^ 
he  left  that  officer  to  profecute  fuch  meafures  by  land,  as  he 
might  deem  expedient :  but,  as  he  ha4  received  intelligence^ 
that  the  enemy  had  embarked  a  column  of  their  army  on  board 
two  bun  lrcd  and  twenty  b.utcaux,  and  were  retiring  towards 
Skcneiboroughy  under  tiie  protcciion  of  their  armed  gaUies^  ha 
determined  to  purfue  them  by  water. 

Commodore  Lutwidge^  and  the  officers  aiid  men  imder  hi$ 
command,  with  their  chara^leriftic  a£\ivity  and  courage,  im- 
mediately moved  forward  with  the  gun-boats  againft  the  enemy^* 
boooiy  and  with  great  dexterity  and  difpatch  cut  one  of  the  ia» 
termediate  floats*  Thus»  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  open- 
ed a  paiTage  fufficient  for  the  frigates,  notwithftanding  all 
the  Impediments  which,  with  infinite  labour,  tlic  enemy  had 
conilni^ed  to  render  it  impra^icable.  While  iliefe  opera* 
tiens  were  going  on»  Major-General  Reidefel,  had  pafled  t0 
Mount  Independence  with  the  corps  of  Breyman  and  part  of  the 
left  wing  :  and  was  directed  lo  fuilain  Bri^..ilicr-Gcncral  Frafer, 
or  to  act  more  to  the  left,  as  circumitances  might  require.  The 
Cxt7*£c«ond  regiment,  and  two  regiments  of  Brunfwickers» 
were  left  at  Ticonderago  and  Mount  IndependencCi  in  place  of 
detachments  cf  Brigadier-General  Frafer's  corps,  which  had 
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taken  polleffion  of  thefe  forts  and  ftofts  when  the  enenif 
abandoned  them;.   Thefe,  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  were 

ordered  to  follovv  up  the  river,  as  they  could  be  collected, 
^vithQut  regard  to  the  refpedive  places  of  their  corps  m  the 
line. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon,  General  Bur^oyne,  with  thr 

Royal  Ccoigc  and  Inflexible,  and  the  befl  l  nimg  ^;un-bonts  and 
batceattx^  .arrived  at  South  Bay,  within  three  miles  of  Skenei^ 
borough ;  where  the  enemy  were  polled  in  a  ftocaded  fort  oft 
die  topr  of  a  hill,  and  their  armed  galHes  at  the  falls  below. 

The  foremoll  regiments,  viz.  the  ninth,  twentieth,  and  twen- 
ty*firft}  inilantly  difembarked,  and  afcended  the  high  hilif 
with  an  intention  of  burning  the  fort,  and  cutting  off  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy  r  but  their  precipitate  flight  prevented  this  defign 
from  being  put  into  execudon;  The  enemy,  having  previouily 
prepared  conibultible  materials,  had  fct  fire  to  the  fort,  mills, 
ftorehoufes,  andbatt^aux;  and  the  party  which  performed  that 
*  fenrice  immediately  followed  the  main  body  of  their  troops* 
which  had  retired  when  the  Britifh  regiments  began  to  afeend 
the  hill.  A  great  quantity  of  provifions,  and  fome  arms,  wcic 
of  courfe  con  fumed  ^  and  a  large  proportion  of  their  oiTicexs* 
^E&^a^  ^>  either  burnt,  dedroyed,  or  taken.  The  gun-boats 
and  frigates  proceeded  to  Skenefborough  falls ;  where  Captata 
Ciirtcr,  with  part  of  his  brigade  of  gun-boats,  inmiediately  at- 
tacked the  rebel  fleet  with  fuch  impetuoHty,  that  two  of  ihcm 
were  foon  compelled  to  (Irike,  and  die  other  three  were  blown 
up.  The  lofs  which  the  enemy  fuftained  tn  the  diflferent  at- 
tacks this  day  was  never  exa^lly  known.  About  thirty  prifoners 
were  made,  among  which  v^  cre  two  wounded  ofiic  jrs.  Briga- 
dier-General Frafer,  with  his  corps  and  fome  of  the  molt  ad* 
Tanced  regiments,  continued  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy's  troops 
on  the  road  to  Caftleton,  till  one  o'clock ;  having  matched  in 
a  hot  day  from  four  in  the  morning.  During  iheir  march,  they 
picked  up  a  good  many  (Iragglers  i  from  whom  they  learnedf 
that  the  rear  guard  of  the  rebel  army  was  compofed  of  chofen 
troop  :^  and  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Franci^who  was  eftcem'* 
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ed  one  of  their  beft  officers.   While  the  men  were  tefreOiixig 

thcmfelves,  Major-General  Reicfcfel  with  a  coqis  of  Germans 
came  up  :  and  arrangemetu^  iiaving  been  made«|:or  continuing 
the  purfuit,  Brigadier  Frafer  again  moved  forward  with  the 
Britiih,  During  the  night,  they  lay  upon  their  arms  in  a  very 
advantageous  iituation. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  July,  Brigadier  Frafer 
began  his  march,  nnd  about  fix  o'clock  came  in  fight  of  the 
enemy's  fcottts»  who  after  firing  on  our  troopSf  retired  to  their 
main  body.  The  Brigadier  obferving  a  confiderable  height  un« 
occupied  by  tlie  enemy,  which  commanded  their  left,  ordered 
the  iight*infanrry  to  take  pofil'ilioa  of  it ;  and  tlie  enemy  per^^ 
ceiving  his  intention,  difpatched  a  corps  with  fimilar  orders* 
Both  met  near  to  the  fummit,  when  a  (hort  action  commenced  | 
but  the  Americans  were  foon  routed  and  forced  to  retire.  Near 
Hubcrton  they  were  confidciably  rcinlurced,  and  made  a  (land, 
forming  in  excellent  order.  As  foon  as  Brigadier  i^ralcr  rC"* 
oonnoitred  this  difpofition,  he  attacked  them  with  great  judg« 
ment  and  vigour }  but  as  they  were  more  than  double  his 
iiuiiibcr,  ihcy  maintained  their  ground.  Major-General  Reidefel^ 
who  prcilcd  to  come  in  for  a  fliare  of  the  glory  of  the  day,  ar^. 
living  to  his  afliilancey  and  taking  the  enemy  in  flank,  they 
gave  way  and  fled  on  all  fides  s  leaving  at  leaft  two  hundnpd 
men  killed  upon  the  fpot.  Among  thefe  was  Colonel  Franci^^ 
I  heir  commander.  M.ijur  Robert  Grant,  who  commamled  tlie 
Britifh  van  guards  was  alfo  killed.  The  enemy  had  befides^ 
near  fis  hundred  men  wounded,  -moft  of  whom  periihed  in  the 
woods  for  want  of  afliftance ;  and  one  Colonel^  feven  Captains^ 
ten  fub.ilterns,  and  two  hundred  and  ten  'm^n  were  made 
priioucrs.  1  heir  numbers  before  the  action,  by  report,  exceed- 
ed two  thoufand  men>  (Irongly  poited  i  while  tlie  corps  that 
Brigadier  Frafer  was  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  did  not  ex-, 
cecd  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men.  On  the  fame  day,  (July  7th) 
rrporis  having  been  brought  to  Geiu^.tl  liurgoyne,  by  the 
country  people  about  Skeneiboro ugh,  tliat  part  of  the  enemy's 
army  were  itill  retreating  towards  Wood  creekj  be  detached 
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tfie  9th  regtment  to  take  poft  near  Fort  Annev  and  to  obHenre 

their  motions.    This  was  cffc6bed  with  much  difficulty,  the 
roads  being  bad  and  the  bridges  broken  down.    The  General 
employed  the  remainder  of  the  troops  he  had  with  him  aH  thar 
4Kf2ind  nighty  in  dragging  Hfty  batteaus  over  the  falb>.  to 
cilitate  the  movement  of  the  red  of  the  firfl  brigade  to  dif« 
lodge  the  enemy  at  Fort  Ahne. 

The  day  following,  (July  8th)  the  General  leceived  a  letter 
from  Lieutcnant-Cdond  Hill,  who  commanded  the  9th  regi- 
ment, informing  him,  diat  the  enemy  had*  been  reinforced  in 
the  night  by  a  confidcrablc  body  of  frefh  troops;  and  that  he 
would  not  retire  before  them  with  his  regiment,  but  wonld 
maitttain  hi«  grounds  Ue  therefore  ordered  tlie  two  remaining 
segiments  of  the  firft  brigade,  under  Brigadier-General  Powell^ 
to  quicken  their  march  :  and  upon  receiving  farther  intelligence 
•f  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  he  diret^ed  the  20th  regiment 
alfo  to  advance^  and'  lent  Major-General  Phillips,  with  fbme 
pieces  of  artillery,  to  take  the  command.  Unluckily,  a  moft 
vident^ilofm  of  rain,  whieh  lafted  the  whole  day,  retarded  the 
march  of  thefe  corps,  and  prevented  them  from  reaching  Fore 
Anne  fo  foon  as  was  intended.  This  circumilance  afforded 
the  ninth  regiment  an  opportunity  of  diftinguiihing  itfelf,  by 
minGuning  its  ground,  and  by  fighting  and  repulling  a  body 
of  the  enemy's  troops  fix  times  its  numbers.  Colonel  Hill 
gained  great  honour  by  his<:ondu£l  in  this  action.  The  enemy 
finding,  that  after  repeated  attacks  they  could  not  force  the 
9th  regiment  in  front,  eiidea?ouied  to-  furround  it  i  and  fronk  * 
Aeir  great  fuperiortty  in  numbers,  much  was  to  be  apprehend* 
cd  from  this  attempt :  but  tlie  Colonel  prevented  them  from 
executing  their  purpofe,  by  changing  his  ground,  with  the 
gveuteft  calinnefs  and  brsYery,  in  the  fcry  heat  of  a6Hon.  The 
•nerny  afler  perfevering  in  the  attack  for  three  hours,  were  to- 
tally rcpulfed'  with  great  lofs,  and  fled  towmdi  Fort  Edward. 
When  they  retreated,  they  fet  fire  to  Fort  Atme  j  but  left  in 
good  repair  a  Ikw-miU  and  biockhoufe,  which  was  afterwards 
loftfled  by  the  Kin^^s  troops.  In  tlus  a^ni  the  9di  fegi> 
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fiient  took  about  thirtj  prifonersi  fome  ftores  and  baggage,  and 
the  ccriours  of  the  Hampfliire  regiment.  The  remains  of  the 
cnemjf's  army  from  Ticondcrago  rtailcmbicd  iiom  v;irioug 
parts  at  Fort  Edward. 

As  General  fiurgoyne'smny  was  much  fatigued,  -many  of 
Us  troops  having  wattted  provifions,  and  almoft  all  of  them 
their  tents  and  baggage  for  two  days,  he  ordered  it  10  halt  011 
the  9th  and  loth  of  July.  As  foon  as  they  were  fufficiently 
lefreihed  for  refuming  their  labours,  he  employed  them  in 
^)pening  roads  to  facilitate  thoir  march  towardsthe  enemy ;  and 
in  clearing  Wood  creek  of  fallen  trees,  lunkefi  ttones,  and 
other  obftacles,  that  might  obrtru£i  the  paflage  of  his  battcaux, 
in  which  he  was  to  conyey  his  artillery,  ftorcs,  camp  equipage^ 
and  provifions.  The  gacrifon  which  he  had  left  at  Ticonderago 
"was  bufily  occupied  in  getting  gun-boats,  batteaux,  and  ptovi- 
£011  vefll'ls  into  Lake  George,  for  ihc  purpofc  of  removing  a 
part  of  the  army,  which  had  been  ordered  to  advance  by  that 
route  to  efcort  the  principal  magaasnes.  His  intention  was  to 
aflemble  his  whole  fo«ce  at  Fort  Edward* 

Wood  creek  ceafes  to  be  navigable  at  Fort  Anne,  which  Ket 
about  fcventeen  or  eighteen  miles  from  Fort  Edward.  Even 
this  fhort  diflance  abounds  in  natural  obilrutiions,  to  which 
the  afiiduity  of  the  enemy  had  added  many  artificial  impedi- 
ments. To  overcome  thefe,  fo  much  preparation,  time,  toil, 
patience,  and  pcifevcrance  were  ncceirary,  tliat  though  the 
rebels  had  retired  with  the  principal  part  of  their  forces,  it  cod 
"diis  very  a^ive  and  vt£loriou8  army,  emulous  of  enterprife,  and 
in  high  fpirits,  the  labour  of  fifteen  days  to  reach  their  defti- 
nation.  Be  fides  the  obflacles  of  felled  trees,  which  in  this 
woody  country  were  every  where  nt  hand  to  obflni£^  the  road, 
frequent  natural  maifhes  and  numerous  creeks  of  water  inter- 
vened. Before  they  could  pafs  <hefe,  they  were  obliged  to  con- 
llru£l  forty  new  bridges,  and  to  repair  others.  One  made  of 
log- work  crofled  a  morafs  two  miles  in  extent. 

At  this  tin;c,  the  enemy  were  much  difpiritcd  from  tlie  fe- 
wre  checks  they  had  received,  and  were  not  in  a  condition  t« 
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give  CciiCral  iiurgoyne  any  matci  i.il  interruption  on  liib  nnrcli. 
Perhaps  too,  they  were  intimitiatcd  by  the  body  of  favngcs 
which  attended  the  Britifh  army.  Some  little  ikirmifliing  fre* 
qiientl]r  happened^  in  which  they  were  unifonnly  obliged  to 
Tetire ;  but  thcfe  advantage  were  xipt  obtained  without  \oU  of 
men  to  the'vi^torious  party. 

General  Bur^oyne  had  very  powerful  reafons  for  pieferring 
this  dire£l  but  laborious  route  to  Fort  Edward,  to  one  which 
was  much  more  cafy  though  very  circuitous.  He  could,  withr 
out  doubt,  have  returned  down  South  River  from  Skenefborough 
to  Ticonderago,  embarked  his  army  there  on  Lak/e  George, 
rowed  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  landed  it  near  Fort  George  5 
a  fort  creeled  on  the  flte  on  which  Fort  William  Henry  for- 
merly itood,  and  from  which  there  is  a  waggon  road  to  Fort 
JEdward.  He  obje^ked  however  to  this  route,  becaufe  its  length 
;ind  its  retrograde  dive^lion  might  damp  the  ardour  of  troops 
fluftied  with  vidory,  and  in  purfuit  of  a  flying  enemy  1  and  allow 
the  latter  time  to  recover  from  their  panic,  and  prepare  for  re- 
iiftancc.  Bcfides,  after  tlie  fatigue  of  a  tedious  voyage,  his 
troops  might  be  oppofed  in  landing,  and  perhaps  detained  by 
^  the  neceility  of  befieging  Fort  George  t  orif  its  garrifon  ihouid 
perceive  them  marching  dire£lly  to  Fort  Edvrard,  fearing  that 
'  its  retreat  would  infallibly  be  cut  off,  it  might  abandon  its  pod, 
and  by  retiring  to  tliat  iort,  reinforce  the  enemy. 

Every  tiling  happened  as  General  Burgoync  had  foreleen. 
General  Schuyler,  who  commanded  the  enemy's  troops  nt  Fort 
£dward,  where  he  had  been  endeavouring  to  colled^  the  militia, 
although  now'joined  by  General  St.  Clair  with  the  irmaina  of 
his  army  from  Ticonderago,  upon  findir.^-  ihat  the  Briiifh  troops 
were  advancing  by  the  way  of  Fort  Aniij,  il.cught  proper  to 
abandon  Fort  Ktlw  .»rd  and  retire  to  Saratoga,  which  he  did 
about  the  end  of  July;  Fort  Geor{:c  having  been  previoufly 
evacuated,  after  burning  all  the  veflcls  they  had  upon  Lake 
George,  by  which  the  navigation  of  it  was  left  entirely  free : 
and  by  the  time  General  Burgoyne's  army  reached  Fort  Edward, 
a  great  embarkation  of  provifiou^  (lores,  and  all  forts  of  n<;- 
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cefllirieS)  had  arrived  from  Ticonderago  at  FortGeorgey  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  for  the  ufe  of  die  King's  troop$. 

From  this  thne,  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  ccafes  to  be  a  conjun<n:  one,  and  confequently 
his  future  operations  do  not  properly  fall  within  the  tlcfign  of 
tl\is  work.  But  as  its  unfortunate  conclufion  had  a  Tcry  conii* 
derable  influence  on  the  fate  of  the  American  wari  the  cataf- 
trophe  which  attended  it  fliall  be  related  in  it§  proper  place* 
In  the  mean  time»  our  attention  is  called  to  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  at  New  York,  and  to  the  expeditions  which  were 
there  undertaken^  In  the  view  of  fecondiiig  General  Burgoyne's 
<^eratioa& 

NEW  TORK. 

The  reader  was  informed,  that  at  the  clofe  of  laft  cam* 
paign,  his  Majeily's  forces  retained  but  a  fmall  part  of  the 
Jorfies,  iStaten  and  Long  Iflands,  together  with  the  city  of 
New  York,  York  Iflandy  and  the  iflands  m  its  Yicinity.  Dur-? 
ing  the  winter.  Sir  William  Howe  was  bufily  employed  at 
New  York  in  forming  fcveral  provincial  corps,  which  included 
refugees  of  all  denominations,  cotifdling  of  Americans,  Britifli 
and  Irifh,  who,  for  their  loyalty,  had  been  obliged  to  abandon 
their  poficffions  in  America,  and  to  feek  prote£^bn  from  the 
King's  forces.  Thefe  new  levies  amounted  to  feveral  Choufand 
men,  and  were  placed,  during  their  temporary  ferrice,  upon 
the  fame  footing  as  to  pay,  fubfiftence,  and  cloathing,/  with 
the  cftabliflicd  regiments  in  the  royal  army.  As  a  farther  en- 
couragement to  the  private  men  and  non-commilTLOued  olhcers^ 
they  were,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  to  be  entitled  to  certain  pro- 
portions of  land,  according  to  the  rank  which  they  might  then 
hold.  This  meafure  was  fraught  with  found  judgment,  and 
proved  iLe  greatell  fcivicc  :u  r...iny  of  his  Majelly's  faitliful 
fubjccts.  Bcfides  adding  a  very  confiderablc  flrcngth  to  the 
royal  army,  it  afforded  a  prefent  provifion  to  many  who  had 
their  aU  in  ihis  unhappy  contefl,  and  gave  them  a  prufpx^ 
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of  fome  permanent  rccom pence  when  the  troubles  (liould  be  at 
an  end*  As  fome  time  would  be  requisite  to  complete  thd^ 
new  corps  in  dtfcipHiie»  fo  as  to  render  them  fit  for  field  fervioe, 
the  General  placed  them  in  the  city  of  Kew  York  and  adjacent 
iflands,  which  enabled  him  to  withdraw  moft  of  the  old  regi- 
ments hitherto  employed  in  the  defence  of  thefe  places.  Go- 
vernor Tryoni  who  already  in  his  civil  capacity  commanded 
the  militiay  and  who  had  taken  the  ntmoft  pains  in  its  eftabltflt* 
ment,  was  now,  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  new  levies,  under  the  title  and  rank  of  Major* 
General  of  the  Provincials. 

When  General  Waihington  had  eftablifhed  his  winter* 
quarters  in  the  Jerfies,  a  brigade  of  Briti(h»  and  fome  com^ 
panics  of  grenadiers  and  light-infrntry,  were  drawn  from 
jihode  liland,  and  fent  to  flrcngthen  the  corps  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Earl  Comwallis.  This  was  done  with  a  view  of  en* 
abting  his  Lordfliip,  without  weakening  too  much  the  pofts  of 
Brunfwick  and  Aniboy,  to  make  a  movement,  when  the  wea- 
ther fliould  prove  favourable,  againtl  the  enemy  polled  at 
Horrifbown.  Lieutenant-Geperal  Clinton  having  gone  to 
England)  Earl  Percy»  during  the  winter,  commanded  the 
troops  at  Rhode  lfland»  which  confided  of  one  troop  of  the 
17th  light  dragoons,  one  brig.ide  of  Britidi,  an.l  two  of 
Heilians  »  but  as  he  alfo  retiirucd  to  Britain  before  the  opening 
of  the  campaign*  this  command  devolved  on  Major*Genera| 
Prefcoty  who  ierved  under  him. 

While  both  armies  remnined  in  winter-c]iiarter<,  there  were 
frequent  fkirmiihes  between  ti)e  foraging  parties  of  the  rebels, 
and  the  detachments  employed  -in  efcorting  provifions  to  the 
King's  troops  cantoned  in  the  Jerfies.  In  thefe  rencounters, 
the  former  were  generally  defeated.  One  of  them  defer^-es  to 
he  particularly  mentioned.  A  party  of  the  forty-fecond  regi- 
ment, which  was  efcorting  fome  forage  waggons  from  Brunf- 
wick, was  attacked  by  a  great  number  of  the  rebels:  Sir 
William  Erfkine  marched  a  detachment  to  their  relief,  and  tak* 
ing  a  pofition  which  placed  tliC  Americans  between  two  fires, 
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obligccl  them  to  retre,it  in  great  confufion,  kavliig  beh^'eeti 
three  and  four  hundred  dead  upon  the  fpot.  A  coufiderable 
number  of  the  infnrgents  having  appeared  on  the  heights  above 
tile  Hght-houfe  at  Sandy  Hook»  Major  Gordon,  with  two 
hundred  men,  landed  behind  them,  attacked  and  defeated  them ; 
kiliing  fcveral,  and  taking  fevcnty-four  prifoners.  This  check 
obhged  them  to  abandon  all  that  part  of  tlie  county  of  Moo- 
mouth,  which  they  had  pievioufly  occupied* 

The  rebels  on  the  Weft  Chefter  fide  of  New  York  eolte^ed 
all  the  milltin  they  could  draw  together  from  that  diflricl:,  ar:t: 
from  the  New  England  provinces,  and  marched  with  thefe  to- 
wards King's  BrtdgCi  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  overrun  the 
ifland  of  New  York.  So  confident  were  their  expectations  of 
fucceCs,  that  they  had  provided  empty  waggons  to  carry  off  the 
plunder.  When  they  appeared  before  Fort  Independence, 
they  fent  a  fummons  to  the  Commandant  to  furrender ;  but  he 
icfnfed  to  comply  with  it,  and  ordered  his  cannon  to  be  fired 
upon  Aem.  On  obferving  foon  after  this,  that  General  Knyp- 
haufen,  who  commancictl  at  that  end  of  the  ifl.uid,  wao  al- 
fembiing  his  troops  to  attack  them,  they  fied  with  precipita- 
tion and  difperfed* 

The  rebels  werebnfy  during  the  winter  in  erecting  mills  and 
coliecling  magazhies,  both  of  which  they  were  carciul  to  place 
as  far  as  poihble,  out  of  the  reach  of  his  Majedy's  fca  and  land- 
forces.  Some  of  their  principal  magazines  were  formed  in  a 
very  mountainous  tra£l  of  country,  called  the  Manor  of  Court- 
land,  about  fifty  miles  up  the  North  River  from  New  York, 
and  not  far  from  a  phice  called  Peck'^-kill,  where  they  had  con- 
ftru£led  barracks,  large  ftoreiioufcs,  and  alfo  a  wharf,  st 
which  they  landed  whatever  they  found  necefl*ary  to  bring 
down  the  river.  The  magazines  at  this  place  and  its  vicinity 
vere  reprefented  to  Sir  William  Howe  to  be  of  fucli  magni- 
tude, as  to  juiiify  him  in  fending  a  great  force  agai nil  thcmi 
but  he  confidered,  that  before  fuch  force  could  be  got  in  readi- 
nefs  to  proceed,  the  rebels  would  have  notice  of  his  dcfign^ 
and  either  remove  the  ftores  beyond  hiii  rcatli,  or  xcinforc j 
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******       *  • 
dieir  poft  fo  (Irongly  as  to  make  him  pay  too  dear  for  hisfuc* 

cefs.  He  therefore  tiaerniined  lo  attempt  Peek's- kiil  by  luiv 
prife;  and  for  this  purpofei  ordered  a  detachment  of  five 
liundred  men  from  the  line  to  embark  in  tranfporti,  giving  the 
command  of  them  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bird  of  the  fifteenth 
regiment.  Lord  Howe  fent  along  with  them  Captain  Fergu- 
fon,  in  the  Brune  frigate,  attended  by  the  Dependence  and 
another  galley,  properly  fitted  for  the  occafion.  They  failed 
from  New  York  on  the  22d  of  Marchi  and  arrived  off  Peek's- 
kill  the  23d.  The  infurgents  fuppofed  the  force  under  Colonel 
T)\n\  to  be  mucli  greater  than  it  really  was  ;  and  as  foon  as  they 
faw  him  preparing  to  diiembark*  retired  about  two  miles  into 
the  mountains^  to  a  (Irong  pafs  which  commanded  the  road 
that  led  to  fome  of  their  mills  and  principal  magazines.  Not 
fiaving  lulTicient  time,  beiuu  uini  leiieat,  to  remove  their 
{lores,  they  fet  fire  to  their  barracks  and  ilorchoufes^  and 
thereby  rendered  ufelefs  the  only  wharf  at  which  any  effe£^8 
could  be  ihipped.  The  troops  accordingly  landed  without  op- 
pofition  ;  and  the  Colonel  finding  it  impoflible  to  bring  off  any 
part  ot  the  enemy's  magazines,  increafed  the  eonflagruiion,  by 
^  hich  all  the  ftorehoufes,  with  their  contents,  and  a  large  pile 
of  barracksi  were  completely  confumed.*  Coniidering  the 
enemy's  mills  and  depofits  as  beyond  his  reach,  as  foon  as  this 
leiviee  was  pcilormed,  he  re-enibnrkttl  ilie  troops  •,  and  after 
dedroying  fcveral  imall  craft  laden  ^itli  proviilons«  returned  to 
.  New  York. 

The  aAivity  and  courage  difplayedon  this  exploit,  did  great 
credit  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bird  and  Captani  Fergufon.  Its 
•cffcfts  I.ow  evcr  icll  idV  iliort  of  General  Howe'd  cjwpecUtloiis. 
He  had  been  led  to  believe  the  enemy's  magazines  to  be  of 
much  greater  magnitude  than  they  really  were,  and  therefore 
to  erttertain  hopes  of  materially  impairing,  by  this  blow,  their 
lekHirces  fur  the  approacliing  campaign.  On  difcoverlng  his 
niillake,  he  refolved  to  nv.\\:c  anotlier  ctfort  to  dcitroy  the  ma- 
jgazinesj  which  by  the  bcil  information  he  could  procure,  the 
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fcLels  bad  eftabliflied  at  the  town  of  Danbury,  and  other  places 

on  the  borders  of  Cc^ineclicut  contiguous  to  Courtl.iiul  Manor. 
An  expedition  was  accordingly  let  on  foot  >  the  plan  of  which 
was  faid  to  have  been  devifed  by  Governor  Tryon.  He  was 
fanguine  in  his  hopesi  that  this  plan  would  not  only  fecurc  all 
the  advantages  arifing  from  the  deftru£lion  of  the  enemy's  maga- 
zines, but  alfo  alTcrd  to  the  loyal  Inhnbltants  of  the  counuy» 
yiho  were  held  in  reitraint  by  the  luperiority  of  die  rebel  forces, 
an  opportunity  of  joining  the  King's  troops.  Sir  William 
Howe  therefore  conferred  on  him  the  command  of  the  land- 
forces,  and  put  under  him  two  adlive  and  able  ofTiccrs,  Urig.i- 
dier-Generals  Agnew  and  Sir  William  Erficine.  The  military 
defttned  for  this  fervice,  coniifted  of  detachments  from  the  4th» 
I5th»  23d,  27th,  44th,  and  64th  regiments,  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  American  Volunteers,  a  provincial  corps  commantlcd 
by  Colonel  Brown,  about  a  dozen  of  men  belonging  to  the  r^th 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  a  detachment  from  the  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  having  with  them  fix  field-pieces.  The  con- 
du£b  of  the  naval  department  of  this  enterprife  was  afllgned  to 
Captaiii  Duncan,  of  his  I\laje0.y's  fldp  Eagle,  wiio  iiad  under 
him  the  Senegal  and  4}wan  Hoops  of  war,  and  other  fmall  ciaft 
proper  for  fudi  a  fervice. 

The  troops  being  embarked  in  tranfports,  failed  froni  New 
York,  pafied  through  the  Sound,  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
25th  of  April  nrrived  od'  Norwalk,  a  town  in  the  province  of 
Conne£licut,  about  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Danbury.  As  they 
were  quite  unexpected,  they  immediately  landed  without  op- 
pofition  %  and  by  ten  o'clock  that  night  began  their  march  for 
Danbury,  which  they  reached  ncxi:  day  Ayoui  two  o'clock  in  tlje 
afternoon.  The  few  rebel  troops  that  were  in  the  place  lied  on 
the  approach  of  the  King's  forces,  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the 
country  people,  who  immediately  took  to  arms.  General  Tryon 
being  informed,  thaf  it  was  the  enemy's  intention  to  endeavour 
to  cut  OiF  his  retreat  on  his  return  to  Xorvvalk,  made  all  podihlc 
difpatch  in  obeying  his  orders :  and  as  no  carriages  could  be 
pocured  to  bring  off  any  part  of  the  mng  : nines  which  the 
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infurgents  had  formed  at  Danbury,  lie  was  under  a  neceffity  of 
letting  them  on  fire.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  fliimcs,  the  town 
was  unavoidably  burnt.  Early  on  the  27th,  the  detachment 
was  put  in  motion,  and  took  the  road  for  Ridgefield.  While 
the  General  was  executing  his  orders  at  Danbury,  the  enemy's 
Cenerals  Woofter,  Arnold,  and  SiUiman,  having  haftily  ar- 
rived from  different  quarters,  exerted  thcmfclves  to  collect  all 
the  militi.i  of  the  neighbouring  diflri£ls,  and  took  every  mca- 
,  fure  that  fo  fhoit  a  time  allowed,  to  interrupt  and  retard  the 
inarch  of  the  King's  forces,,  until  a  fufiictent  number  of  rebel 
troops  ihould  arrive,  to  fupport  them  in  the  defign  they  had 
formed  of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The  firft  of  thcfc  officers 
iiiing  upon  the  rear  of  tlie  detachment ;  while  Geiier  il  Arnold, 
by  making  a  little  circuit  and  crofling  the  country,  gained  their 
front,  and  a£luaUy  polled  himfelf  in  the  village  of  Ridgefield. 
The  Britiih  troops  however  continued  their  march,  although  at 
every  eminence  they  found  a  corps  of  the  rebel  militia  to  op* 
pofe  them.  Thefe  they  always  defeated,  though  not  without 
encountering  violent  oppofition.  In  one  of  thefe  Ikirmiflies, 
General  Woofter  was  mortally  wounded  ;  exhibiting  a  dilplay 
of  youthful  valour  at  the  age  of  fevcnty*  The  detachment  ap* 
proached  Ridgefield  about  noon :  but  General  Arnold,  who 
had  arrived  there  about  an  hour  before  them,  had  his  men 
bufily  employed  in  throwing  up  intrenchments  to  cover  his 
front.  General  Try  on  loft  no  time  in  attacking  them  uiih  his 
iicld-picces,  which  did  conliderable  execution,  as  their  newly 
thrown  up  works,  unable  to  withiland  the  cfieds  of  cannon, 
yielded  them  little  protedlion.  The  troops  rufliing  on,  xht 
rebels  were  forced  to  give  u  ay.  Oeneral  Arnold  in  this  action 
clirplaycd  the  greateft  courage.  His  horfe  was  fliot  under  him, 
v  ithin  a  fliort  fpace  of  the  furemoit  of  the  Briiiili  ranks ;  but 
difcngagini^  himfrir  with  great  dexterity,  he  drew  a  piftol  and 
Ihot  dead  the  foldier  who  was  running  to  plunge  his  bayonet 
into  his  body,  and  followed  his  troops  who  had  been  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

General  Try  on  remained  at  tlic  village  of  Rid^cfieid  during 
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the  nighty  and  refumed  his  march  early  next  morning.  The 
tnemj  who,  in  die  mean  time,  had  been  confiderably  relnforc- 

cJi  \v;Ji  troops  and  fome  fieiu-pieccs,  Lun  jfTcd  his  detachment 
exceedingly  on  its  march.  When  at  lad,  after  a  number  of 
fldnmibesy  they  leached  the  Hill  of  Compo,  contiguous  to  the 
fdace  of  embaikationy  the  rebels  with  more  determined  fpirie 
th.vA  ever  attacked  the  King's  troops ;  who,  facing  about,  gave 
them  a  moil  fc vcrc  fire,  which  they  foUowe  i  up  by  charging 
with  tlie  bayonet.  This  had  the  delired  cSk€t :  the  enemy, 
who  fu6i»ed  much,  were  unable  to  withftand  this  ibock,  it-* 
tired,  and  left  the  troops  to  embark  without  farther  roolellation. 

The  King's  forces  were  much  cxhauftcd  by  fo  long  a  march  : 
and)  although  they  had  carried  along  with  them  fixty  rounds 
of  powder  and  ball|  their  ammunition  was  nearly  expended* 
Tbetr  lofs,  howeTer,  was  not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  ex* 
pe<"iLd,  con-fitlcrlr.g  the  length  of  their  inaicli,  and  their  fre- 
quent combats,  with  couitantly  increafnig  numbers,  during  all 
its  pcogrefs.  In  theic  confiidls  the  enemy  had  one  General, 
three.  Colonels,  a  great  many  inferior  officers  and  foldSers  killed, 
and  a  propordonal  number  wounded.*  And  the  lofs  tlicy 
fu(\.untd  by  the  deliructlon  of  their  military  ilores^  could  not 
fail  of  being  very  fcnfibly  felt. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  troops  from  this  expedition^ 
the  rebels  had  learned  that  the  Britilh  CommifTaries  had  been 
for  fometime  employed  at  the  tall  end  of  Long  Ifland,  in  pro- 
curing forage,  fii  ain,  and  other  neceilaries,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  at  New  York }  that  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  had  been 
put  on  board  of  fmall  veflels  lyiiig  in  Sagg  harbour;  and  that 
tiitrc  ua  ,  ui.iy  .1  guard  of  one  hundred  foldiers  at  the  place, 
and  an  armed  fchooni  r  of  twelve  guns  to  prote^l  the  harbour. 
Con&iering  the  pra£licabiltty  of  deliroying  a  magazine  fo  weak* 
ly  defended,  General  Parfons,  who  commanded  their  forces  at 
Ncwhaven  in  Coruitxilii  ui,  oivLi^vi  a  tki^winnentof  two  huntlred 
men  to  attack  it :  and  gave  tiie  command  of  them  to  Licu- 
lsnant*Colonel  Meigs,  an  officer  of  merits  whO|  laft  year,  had 
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fignallzed  iiimfeli  in  General  Arnold's  expedition  againlk 
C)ni'l>ec.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  aftcnioon  of  the  3d  of  May, 
the  Colonel  with  his  party  embarked  at  Guildford  in  eleven  whale*  - 
boats }  and  at  the  fame  hour  of  the  following  morning,  landed 
about  three  miles  f^fom  Sagg  harbour.  Having  made  the  pro- 
per dlfpoliiiuiis  for  attacking  in  five  tliiiciciit  places,  he  marched 
forwi&rd  with  the  greated  order  and  filcnce,  till  he  was  uiihm 
twenty  yards  of  the  King's  troops.  He  then  dire£led  fome  of 
his  men  to  advance  with  fixed  bayonets,  upon  the  difierent 
barracks,  guards,  and  quarters  of  the  foldiers,  while  the  reft 
took  poffeffion  of  the  brigs,  floops,  and  other  vcflcls  lying  at 
the  wharf.  The  ahrm  foon^becamc  general,  and  an  Incefl'tnt 
£re  of  grape  and  round  lliot  was  kept  up  for  an  hour,  by  the 
armed  fchooner  of  twelve  guns^  which  lay  within  oiie  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  wharfs. 

So  complete  was  the  furprife,  that  notwiithflandlng  the  ut« 
moft  c:Torts  of  die  fchooner,  parry  burnt  all  the  veifcls  at 
the  wharfs,  killed  or  made,  prifoners  all  the  men  belonging  to 
them,  deftroyed  aboitt  one  hum! red  tons  of  hay,  large  quantities 
of  grain>  and  ten  hogflieads  of  rum,  befides  other  goods;  and 
made  prifoners  all  the  ibldiers  ftationed  in  the  place.  With 
fuch  difpatch  did  Colonel  Meigs  perform  this  fervicc,  that  he 
returned  to  Iscuhavcn  with  his  (ictachment  and  ninety  pri- 
foners, by  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  tlie  25th  of  JVlay. 

Though  the  feafon  was  now  arrived  when  the  army  ihould 
take  the  field,  Sir  William  Howe  was  unable  to  commence  his 
military  operations,  for  want  of  tents  and  field  cquip.ige.  AU 
that  he  could  attempt  was,  to  encamp  the  corps  under  the 
rf)!>iniaiul  o{  Lord  Coinvvaliia  in  the  Jeifies,  on  botli  fulcb  of 
the  Harilon,  on  the  hills  near  Brunfwick,  which  commanded 
that  river  and  its  communication  with  Amboy.  In  this  en* 
campment,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  hard  ex- 
pedient of  ufmg  their  old  tents. 

This  delay  proved  of  great  advantage  to  the  Americans.  The 
different  Rates  had  been  unable  to  furnifli  the  refpcclive  quotas 
of  men  and  armsj  which  Congrcfs  had  appointed  them  to  raife^ 
«  and 
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and  many  of  the  militia»  who  had  principally  carried  on  the 

operations  of  the  winter,  had  returned  home  ;  their  time  of 
fervicc  being  expired.  Others,  indeed,  more  generous,  or 
more  faogaine  to  the  common  caufe,  being^  informed  of  the 
danger  to  which  their  army  would  be  expofedi  if  they  ihould 
all  take  their  departure  before  the  arrival  of  the  eipe^ed  rein- 
forcements, ftill  remained  with  General  Wafliington  and  the 
other  commanders.  About  tiiis  time,  tlic  rebels  began  to  feci 
the  good  effe£ls  of  having  fent  Dr.  Franklin  to  France.  He 
arrived  at  Nantz  in  December,  and  immediately  negociated 
w.i'ii  lurnc  of  tlic  mo(l  wealthy  merchants  there,  on  ternvs  very 
advantageous  to  them,  for  a  fupply  of  arms,  cloathing,  and 
military  ftores  of  all  ibrts ;  and  knowing  that  the  revolted  co- 
lonies were  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of  arms,  he  fent 
them  a  large  ihip,  which,  early  in  the  month  of  March,  arriv- 
ed at  Porn  mouth  in  New  Hampihiic,  with  three  hundred  and 
(ixty-four  cheits,  containing  about  twelve  thoufaod  (tand  of 
arms.  She  brought  them  alfo,  a  thoufand  barrels  of  gtmpowder^ 
eleven  thoufand  gun-flints,  forty-eight  bales  of  woollens,  and 
n  fmall  t'Uaritiiy  of  haiuikerchi^  i*,  eottons,  linens,  and  other 
aiticks.  Nor  was  this  tiie  only  piece  of  good  fortune  attcad- 
iog  the  caufe  of  the  difafie£ied«  The  (iouthem  colonies  were 
in  almoft  as  much  diftccfs  for  want  of  arms  as  the  northern 
ones*,  and  in  the  moft  critical  time,  another  veflcl  arrived  from 
NuiUZ,  having  oa  bu*iid  fur  ihcir  ufe,  ten  thoulaud  iland  o£ 
(nuii  arms,  and  other  ruiiiury  ftores.  Thefc  feafonable  fup* 
plies  enabled  the  different  fnrovinces  to  arm  what  men  they 
had  rai£sd,  and  to  march  them  to  join  General  Wafhington, 
H.ivin?  received  li.cfi:  rciiilurecincnfs,  he  thought  himleji  iiron^ 
enough  to  kave  Morrntown  about  the  end  of  May.  Aecur- 
dingly  advancing  within  a  fe^  miles  of  brunfwick,  he  took  « 
poifeflicm  of  the  hilly  country  about  MiJdie-brook.  The 
llrength  of  Wis  pofition  was  mure  forniiiiablc  tliafl  his  numbers; 
for,  including  the  corps  under  the  tonunand  ol  Major-Gcneral 
Sullivan,  (who  lay  at  a  fmall  diilauce  from  bun),  his  corp$  of 
artiUcry,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  cavJry,  his  army  on  the 
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ninth  of  June,  amountrd  to  no  more  than  fcvcn  tlioufand  two 
huntlred  and  feventy-oae  men.  There  is  little  wonder  tliat 
with  fo  fmail  a  force  his  Generals,  at  a  Council  of  War  held 
at  thu  time^  refolTed  to  a£l  enthcly  oa  the  ddienfiYe. 

For  a  conGderable  ttniCy  ^le  TcinfofociDciits  of  men  to  the 
cnemy^s  army  came  in  very  (lowly,  efpecially  from  the  northern 
colonies,  who  wlic  ihcn  under  great  apprehcnfions  of  an  inva^ 
fion  from  Canada,  and  uncertain  where  the  blow  woald  fall. 
Albany,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Boflon,  were  full  of  terrors.  The 
hSL  had  pecialiar  caofe  of  alarm,  becaafe  its  port  was  foU  o€ 
BritHh  prizes,  whkh  alone  rendered  it  an  objed  of  importance  $ 
and  the  deteftatkm  and  abhorrence  of  the  mother-coontry  vras 
'  veiled  principally  again  ft  its  inhabitants,  as  the  chief  Icadcro 
ill  the  revolt  of  the  colonies. 

As  the  ieaibn  advanced,  the  honors  of  a  winter's  cunpaigtt 
were  forgotten }  the  levies  whieh  the  rebels  were  making  went 
on  brifldy,  and  their  army  in  the  Jerfies  daily  inereafed  in  num« 
bers,  the  nwa  regarding  the  liardilups  which  military  ferviccft 
ia  winter  always  bring  along  with  them,  as  evils  at  a  diftance 
are  commonly  viewed. 

It  was  the  i3tii  of  June  befoie  Sir  William  Howe  was  eo* 
abkd,  by  the  arrival  of  the  ftoeefliips  and  reemits,  to  take  tbe 
field  with  his  army.  After  leaving  a  ftrong  p  irrifon  in  New 
York,  he  encamped  his  troops  in  view  of  tlie  enemy.  Day 
after  day,  accompanied  by  his  beil  officers,  he  explored  the 
fituation  of  the  rebel  army,  and  the  di^^nt  pofts  tfaef  occn* 
pied:  but  he  found  them  fo  well  intrenched,  and  all  the 
avenues  leading  to  them  fo  ftrongly  defended  by  a  munefoos 
;irtiilery,  that  to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  tliem,  was  an  cn- 
tcrprife  of  too  much  difficulty  to  be  hazarded.  On  the  nnc 
hand,  the  iofs  attending  it  muil  be  very  great,  and  its  fuccefs 
nncertain;  while,  on  the  other,  the  lois  which  the  eiiemy 
mi^t  fuftain  could  be  but  very  trifling :  their  retreat  was  lecure 
and  eafy,  to  a  country  (HU  ftronger  than  dut  which  diey  now 
occapied,  and  Geuerab  Gatcs^  Aruold^  and  Parfons^  were  on 

die 


Digitized  by  Google 


I77>         MILITANT  MEMOIRS.  ^25 

the  banks  of  the  Nortk  River  with  a  confuierable  body  of 
imps,  ready  to  crofs  crrer  to  the  afiiftance  of  General  Waih- 
bgtcm  in  cafe  ol  need. 

In  vain  did  Sir  WilKam  Howe  u(e  all  his  endeavours  to  draw 
n\<:  Comai.iiulur  iii  Chici  ui  lIic  ciiciiiy's  army  from  his  ftrong 
holU  J  but  he  was  too  fcnGble  of  ita  advantage  to  be  allured 
from  it,  whilft  the  Britiih  s^rnif  continued  in  his  neighbour^ 
hood.  Th^  feafon  was  no^  advancing  very  fail :  and  either 
fomething  mnft  be  done  Kefc,  or  another  plan  mu^  be  tried  tp 
obtain  poffen'ion  of  the  city  ui  riiiladelphia.  Sir  William  there- 
fore determined  to  feign  a  retreat  ^  and  executed  this  device 
with  fuck  apparent  precipitation^  as  might  have  deceived  a 
greater  adept  in  the  art  ol  war  than  his  opponent.  On  the  aad 
of  }une,  he  can  fed  the  whole  of  his  army  to  fttire  towards 
Aniboy.  This  movement  produced  the  cfFcfls  for  which  the 
General  fo  anxiouAy  wifhed.  Uis  army  was  immediately  pur- 
fticd  by  krge  bodies  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command  o£ 
Generals  MaxwcU,  Lord  Stirling,  and  Monfieur  Conway.  The 
latter  had  been  a  C^onel  in  the  Iriih  Brigade,  who,  with  many 
more  in  the  French  fervice,  had  come  to  take  an  a^live  part 
againiL  Great  Britain  in  the  American  coateH:. 

When  at  Aniboy«.  Sir  William  Howe>  by  profecttting  mea« 
forss  preparatory  to  His  embarkation  for  Philadelphia,  whicli 
WIS  not  forefeen  or  fufpe£ted  by  the  enemy,  completely  mifled 
Gener.d  Wafhiugton.  He  ordered  the  bridge  which  was  pre- 
pared for  his  croihng  the  Delaware,  to  be  thrown  over  the  chan« 
nsl  that  feparates  the  continent  from  Staten  Ifland.  The  heavy 
baggage  and  all  the  incumbrances  of  bis  army  were  pa&d  ovef 
to  the  iflandy  cfcorted  by  fome  troops;  every  preparation  was 
m-iking  for  the  paii'age  of  the  rell  of  tlie  army,  and  the  General 
had  gone  to  New  York.  Intelligence  of  all  thcie  proceedings 
was  foon  conveyed  to  General  Waibtngton  ^  wbo^  after  judging 
from  appearances,  and  weighing  every  circttmftance,  was  con^ 
voiced  that  the  jctreat  of  the  BniiSh  anuy  was  real  uiui  not  pre- 
tended, and  that  it  mull  have  proceeded  liom  an  idea  of  the 
fuperiorlty  of  the  American  forces.   This  imagination,  with 
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other  concuTTent  circumftancest  fenred  for  a  whUc  as  a  Mind  to 

Mr.  Wafhington's  ufual  penetration,  made  him  lay  afide  the 
caution  with  which  lie  commonly  acfled,  and  kd  him  to  be- 
jUeve>  tiiat  when  he  gave  orders  to  his  troops  to  quit  the  hilly 
comttry,  he  was  piirftting  a  ftying  enemy.  Defirous  of  being 
nearer  bis  advanced  cor|ts  to  fttcconr  thenr  in  eafe  of  need,  he 
quitted  his  ftronghold^  and  took  poft  near  to  Qwble  town^ 

The  Britifii  General  now  thought  he  had  nearly  gained  his 
point,  and  therefore  determined  to  endeavour  to  get  between 
General  Waihmgton  and  the  mountainsy  and  if  poiiible,  to 
force  him  to  a  general  a£lioa  on  his  own  terms.  If  he  fliould 
letfcati  he  would  then  try  to  cut  off  fome  of  his  principal  de« 
tachmcnts,  and  be  at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  whatever  might 
occur.  He  accordingly  returned  immediately  to  Amboy  %  and 
on  the  26th  of  June  put  his  army  in  motion,  advancing  to- 
wards the  enemy.  The  column  led  by  Lord  Cornwaliis  \\  as 
ordered  to  take  a  conHderable  circuit  to  the  rights  and  by  turn- 
ing  the  enemy's  left,  to  obtain  poflelGon  of  fome  paifes  in  the 
mountains^  which^  by  their  fituation  and  commaad  o€  grwnd^ 
would  have  reduced  the  rebels  to  a  neceflity  of  abandoning  thae 
Arong  camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded  them  fo  great  fecuri- 
ty.  His  Lordiliip  having  difperfed  fmaller  advanced  parties  of 
the  enemy,  fell  in  at  ialt  with  the  corps  commanded  by  Lord 
Stirling^  conii(king  of  near  three  thoufand  n^^  ftrongly  pofted 
in  u  vroody  country,  and  covered  by  fome  artillery,  very 
jodidottlly  difpofed*  This  corps  lay  dire^lly  in  his  way,  and 
leemed  determined  to  maintain  its  groutid.  Lord  Comwallis 
therefore  inflantly  made  a  {liipolKion  ol  ins  tioops  for  attack- 
ing  it.  In  adrancing  to  atiion,  there  arofe  fuch  an  emulation 
between  the  Britiih  and  Hefllan  (bldiers,  that  all  the  obflacles 
wfaidi  had  been  thrown  in  their  way  immediately  yielded  to 
dieir  impetttofity.  Unable  to  withftand  the  (hock,  the  enemy 
vrere  routed  on  all  (des,  their  cannon  taken,  and  a  great  many 
of  their  men  killed,  and  left  on  the  field.  They  were  purfued 
as  far  as  Wcfiheld  ;  but  the  tliickncfs  of  the  woods  and  the  in- 
te&iie  heat  of  (he  day,  rendered  the  purfuit  of  Iktle  avaiL 
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In  the  mean  tixne*  General  Walhm^ton  having  received  in* 
formation  of  the  routes  which  the  Britiih  army  had  takea^  and ' 
of  the  fate  of  the  corps  under  Lord  Stirlingy  foon  penetrated 
into  Sir  William  Howe*s  plan  :  and  finding  that  he  had  heeft 
duped,  rcfi^lved  to  remedy  his  errors  while  it  was  yet  in  his 
power.  He  therefore  quitted  the  plains,  and  marching  with 
the  utmoft  fpeed»  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  regain  and  fecure  the 
pafTages  in  the  mountains ;  the  want  of  which  would  have 
cxpofed  him  to  the  neceflity  of  a  critical  change  of  pofition, 
which  could  not  have  been  executed  without  the  greateft  hazard. 

Sir  William  Howe  finding,  that  the  caution  and  prudence  of 
General  Waihington  had  rendered  his  fchemes  abortitre>  and 
that  he  adhered  too  firmly  to  his  plan  of  acting  on  the  defenfive» 
to  he  induced  to  hazard  a  general  engagement,  by  any  other 
means  tlian  fouie  very  clear  and  decided  advantage,  relolvedto 
change  the  theatre  of  the  war;  and,  agreeably  to  his  inftruc- 
iions»  to  endeavour  to  obtain  poflTeflion  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
fouthem  colonies.  To  proceed  from  Amboy  to  the  Delaware^ 
throutjh  a  country  entirely  liollilc,  .uid  with  lueh  a  force  as  the 
enemy  had  in  his  rear,  appeared  to  the  BritiCh  Commander 
highly  improper  ;  and  the  feafoh  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  no 
time  was  to  be  loft.  He  therefore  returned  with  his  army  to 
Amboy,  on  thefecond  day  after  its  expedition  agafnft  GenersA 
Wallun^^tcm,  aiul  on  the  next,  palled  it  over  to  Staten  Ifland, 
(29th  of  June).  Here  he  embarked  in  tranfports,  fuch  corps 
as  he  defigned  to  take  with  him  to  the  fouthward,*  amounting 
to  thirty-fix  Britifii  and  Heflian  battalions»  including  the  light- 
infantry  and  grenadiers,  with  a  powerful  artillery,  a  provincial 
corps  called  the  Queen's  Rangers,  and  a  reennent  of  light 
dragoons.  Seventeen  battalions*  with  a  regiment  of  iight  dra- 
goons»  (one  troop  excepted)  a  proportional  detachment  o£ 
artillery*  and  the  remainder  of  the  provincial  corps*  were  left 
at  New  York  and  the  adjoining  iflands,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenaut-General  Sir  Meiirv  Clinton.  Rhode  Ifland  was 
occupied  by  fcvcn  Britiili  and  Ueilian  battalionsi  one  troop  o£ 
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the  171I1  ch-.igoons,  and  u  detachment  of  aitillcry,  commanded 
(after  die  capture  of  Major-Gcncrai  Prefcot)  by  Major-GcncraT 
Figol.  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  commaiHied  the  that  efcoit- 
f  d  and  W9$  to  a£fc  in  concert  with  the  army  under  Sir  WslUm 
Howe :  Rear*  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker  commanded  the  fqiia^^ 
ton  flatloncd  at  Rhode  lOand  f  aa  did  Comnuxlorc"  HoLham 
tliat  itationed  at  New  YorL  Major-General  Mafley  command- 
ed the  tro<^9  at  Halifa^L  and  in  Nora  Scotia  1  and  Sir  Geor^* 
Collier^  the  Kin^a  fttps  and  veflels  on  that  ilatloa.*^ 

When  Sir  WiHbm  Howe  was  ready  to  put  to  fea  from  Sandy 
Hook|  he  received  a  piece  of  intelligence  \^iiichgave  him  very, 
great  uneaimeiik  It  was,  tiiat  on  the  loth  of  July,  a  fitiail 
pircy  of  thcenemy»  led  hj  a  Colonel  Barton»  an  oftcer  of  co&- 
fidbrable  merir,  had  come-  in  a  few  whale^hoats  from  Pro- 
vidence,  and  unperceived  by  the  guard-boats  of  the  fleet,  landed 
about  midnight  near  the  quarters  of  Major-General  Richard 
Prcfeot,  who  then  commanded  the  King's  troops  on  Rhode 
llland :  and  that  they  had  proceeded  with  fuch  dexterity  and 
IUence»  «•  to  furprife  the  General  and  his  aid«de-camp>  make 
them  prifoners,  and  convey  them  fafely,  through  all  the  perils 
th^K  lay  m  their  way,  to  the  continent.  This  exploit  excited 
much  exultation  on  the  part  of  the  enemyt  and  more  regret  on 
the  otiieriide  than  k  merited. 

So  many  and  fa  various- are  the  preparatory  fteps  to  firt  on 
foot  an  expedition  of  fuch  magnitude,  as  that  projecled  by  Sir 
WiiUam  Howe  to  the  fouthward,  that  notwithilanding  all  the 
diligence  exerted  by  the  Admiral  and  himfeif*  with  the  aid  of 
the  crews  of  a  great  number  of  the  tranfport  (hips»  it  was  the 
23d  of  July  before  the  armament  was  enabled  to  dej^urr  hom 

^^ndy  Hook. 

To  perplex  General  Wafliiiigtoii  as  much  as  polFibic,  and  to 
conceal  the  real  dcilination  of  this  cxpeditioa»  Sir  WUliam 
Howe  ordered  kmc  tranfports^  with  a  iliip  (cut  down)  to  wBt 
as  a  floating  battery,  to  proceed  up  North  River  a  little  before 

the  amUirk«4iion  wa$  completed.   This  fcuu  io  iuccecdedy 
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Chat  It  irtducdd  the  tebel  Getieriil  to  detach  a  confidmble  body 

of  troops  from  liU  arinj  acvoU  that  river. 

The  idiling  of  this  grand  fleet  excited  a  general  alarm  througl^i 
Ottt  the  contijient  of  North  America.  Bofton,  the  North  RiTcr, 
the  Delaware^  the  Chefapeak,  and  ercn  Charleftowtii  were 
alternately  fiippofed  to  he  the  objedls  ctf  it.   For  a  Gonfiderable 
cncral  WaOiington  was  quite  at  a  lof*  how  to  proceed. 
He  was  continually  difpatchmg  to  diiicrent  parts  of  the  coun- 
try exprefles  upon  exprefles,  with  accounts  of  his  fufptcton^ 
and  with  diredkms  to  put  thofe  places  in  the  heft  pofture  of 
<lefence.   Many  corps  and  detachmems  of  Ids  troops  were 
marched  and  countermarched,  according  to  the  intclHecnce 
CopYejed  to  him.    This  perplexity  evinced  the  advantage  and 
j>ropriety  of  proceeding  with  the  troops  by  fea ;  fince  thereby 
it  was  impoifible  Ibr  him  tO'difcorer  precifely,  where  the  blow 
would  be  (truck.    He  was  accordingly  obliged  to  remain  in  his 
prefent  pofition,  with  the  grcateft  part  of  his  troops:  and  if 
the  King's  army  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  a  quick 
voyage,  and  to  hare  been  landed  in  the  Delaware,  they  might 
hare  made  confidevable  progrefs,  nay,  perhaps  attained  the 
ultimate  objcQ  of  their  dcdirKitioii,  before  he  could  have  been 
in  a  condition  to  oppofe  to  them  any  effedlual  refiflance.  In 
this  erenty  his  caution  and  prudence  would  have  availed  him. 
iittle }  becanfe  their  progrefs  might  have  deprived  him  of  the 
<hoice  of  poftsy  by  which  he  had  hitherto  avoided  a  genend 
a£lion. 

As  foon  as  General  Wafhington  was  certainly  informed^ 
that  the  Britiih  fleet  were  obferved  to  (land  very  far  up  the 
Chefapeak,  immediately  forming  a  conjeduie  of  Sir  WiUiaBa 
Howe's  intention,  he  detached  General  Gates  to  Conne^ictit 

with  fome  troops,  and  (cm  a  train  of  artiliery,  and  fome  iji- 
fantry,  to  join  Major-General  Arnold,  with  orders  for  him  to 
proceed  with  all  poffible  difpatch  to  Saratoga,  to  oppofe  the 
Bfti(h  army  nnder  Lientenant-General  Burgoyne.    With  the 

remainder  of  his  army,  he  immediately  marched  acrofs  the 
Jer^es,  croflcd  the  river  Delaware,  and  repaired  to  Philadelphia, 
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that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  oppofe  Sir  WilUam  Howe^  who 
had  left  ^reAions  to  Lieutenant-Gencral  Clinton  at  New  York, 

to  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  either  to  effe£l  a  juiRtii>n  with 
the  army  under  Licutcnant-General  ljurgoyne  ,  or,  if  that  could 
not  be  done,  to  make  fuch  powerful  diverAons  up  the  North 
Rivert  as  would  compel  the  enemy's  General  a^ng  agasnft 
him  to  weaken  his  army,  by  fending  confiderable  detachments 
to  oppofe  thwir  prcgrcfs.  The  operations  in  the  ncighbouriiood 
of  New  York,  and  thofe  conducted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
the  officers  under  his  command,  (hall  be  the  (irit  obje£bs  of  our 
attention ;  the  narration  of  the  fequel  of  the  expedition  froni 
Canada  will  immediately  follow ;  and  after  that,  the  detail  of 
the  proLcedings  of  tlie  grand  armaments  under  the  two  Com- 
manders in  Chief. 

The  troops  ftationed  on  Staten  Ifland,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  John  Campbell,  having  frequently  made 
irruptions  into  the  Jcr'ies  and  brouj^ht  ofF  cattle,  General  Sul- 
livan, who  commanded  the  enemy's  forces  in  thcfc  parts,  de- 
termined to  retaliate  by  making  an  attack  upon  that  ifland.  He 
accordingly  fele£led  upwards  of  two  thoufand  of  his  beft  men 
for  this  fervice,  having  under  him  Brigadier-Generals  SmalU 
wood  and  de  Bore.  For  carrying  their  defign  into  execution, 
they  had  fixed  ou  the  2 2d  of  Augull  :  when,  after  fettling  all 
their  arrangements,  they  embarked  their  troops  at  Amboy  and 
£lizabeth-town  in  whale-boats,  hoping  to  perplex  the  Britiili 
General,  by  landing  at  once  on  three  diilerent  places.  The 
party  urnlcr  General  Sullivan  was  to  be  joined,  foon  aficr  land- 
ing, by  General  Small  wood  and  his  corps,  and  to  proceed  di- 
Te£kly  to  Richmond.  By  means  of  this  jun£lion,  they  confi- 
dently expelled,  that  they  (hould  fuccced  in  cutting  off  about 
three  thoufand  provincials  in  the  King's  fenric«.  It  fortunately 
happv  ii.  ^U  ho\\'evcr,  tirat  General  Suilivan's  plan  v.  .ib  not  clearly 
undcritood  by  his  fubordinate  general  oihccrs.  Accordingly,  after 
waiting  in  vain  for  the  jundlion  of  General  Smallwood's  c(ilps, 
he  was  obliged  to  march  for  Richmond  without  them.  General 
Smallwood  had  at  firft  fome  fucccfs,  hating  defeated  and  taken 

apart 


biyiiizeo  by  Google 


J777-         MILITART  MEMOIRS.  231 

a  p^rt  of  Colonel  Lawrence's  provincial  battalion  ;  but  hearing 
BOthiag  of  General  Sallivani  he  employed  his  time  in  embarks 
ing  his  prifoners  for  the  continent.   This  gave  leifure  to  the 
Bririlh  Commandant  to  coUeA  a  force  fufficient  to  drive  the 
enemy  ofF  the  ifland.    General  Campbell  accordingly  fent  ex- 
preffes  to  all  the  different  commanding  officers,  dire£iing  them 
to  maintain  their  pofts  to  the  utmoft  extre^nity)  and  informing 
them,  that  he  was  haftening  with  troops  to  dieir  relief.  The 
enemy  now  made  all  poflible  hafte  to  efcape.    Their  rear  guard 
was  attacked  with  great  fpirit  by  a  corps  of  loyal  provincials, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duiikin,  who  engaged  them  for 
aUnoft  half  an  hour }  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  with 
the  5 id  regiment  and  fome  field-pieces,  came  to  his  affiftance* 
The  caiiiioii  being  dircclcd  agaiiill  tlieir  boats,  all  that  remain- 
ed on  ihore,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  tifty,  were  glad  to 
farrender  prifoners  of  war.    From  another  part  of  the  ifland. 
General  de  Bore  got  off  to  Amboy  \  as  did  General  Sullivan, 
who  gained  very  little  credit  among  his  countrymen  by  this 
exploit.    His  only  trophies  were  about  thirty  geuilemen  whom 
he  had  made  prifoners.    Though  mod  of  thefe  were  quakers, 
and  were  not  in  arms,  but  had  retired  to  this  fpot  to  avoid  the 
calamities  ever  attendant  on  a  civil  war,  he  called  themTories^ 
and  fent  them  to  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 

In  this  attempt  on  Staten  Ifland,  iv>:uiy  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  hfty-nine  of  them 
were  made  prifoners  \  among  whom  was  one  Lieutenant*Colo- 
fiel,  three  Majors,  two  Captains,  and  fifteen  inferior  officers. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  defirous  of  performing  fome  efTe£^ual 
fcrvice,  with  the  forces  intruded  to  his  command  at  New 
York,  had,  with  this  view,  planned  an  irruption  into  the  Jer*. 
lies*  Ignorant  as  yet  of  the  particulars  of  Lieutenant-Generat 
Burgoyne's  progrefs,  but  informed  that  Sir  William  Howe  had 
eflc^ted  his  landing  at  the  head  of  Elk  river,  he  judged,  that 
by  preventing  the  enemy  from  fending  reinforcements  to  their 
troops  who  oppofed  thcle  commanders,  fueh  a  movcnieiu  mi^^ht 
at  this  time  prove  critical  in  aiFifting  both  armies,   if  he  fliould 
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meet  with  reiidance,  the  force  which  he  intended  to  allemble 
for  this  expedition  was  fo  great,  that  he  had  nothing  to  tkead 
from  any  number  that  could  probably  be  coUe^ed  to  z{k  againft 
ham :  or  if  he  Ihould  be  fufiered  to  proceed  unmolefte^  he 
might  avail  himfelf  of  that  advantage,  by  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain a  fupply  of  live  cattle  for  the  ui'c  of  tlu  army  uihlcr  h:s 
command.  He  accordingly  made  his  arrangements  for  this  ex- 
pedition }  and  fixed  on  the  1 2  th  of  September»  as  a  proper  time 
for  landing  his  troops  at  four  difieient  places.  One  party^ 
confiding  of  the  7th»  26tb,  and  5  ad  regiments*  the  Anfpach 
and  Waldeck  grenadters,  and  three  hundred  toyal  provificials, 
under  Brigadier- General  Cimpbcli,  were  defuned  for  E!i/ ibcth- 
town  Point.  A  fecond,  compoied  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fecruitsof  the  71ft  regimen rDmeconTalefcentS}  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon^  under  Captain  Drummond^  were  to  land  at 
Schuylei^s  ferry.  A  third,  comprehendii^  Captain  Enunerick's 
chafleurs,  five  companies  of  grenadiers  and  Hgbt^nfantry,  the 
57th  and  63^  regiments  of  Britifli,  the  Hefliaa  regiment  of 
Prince  Charles,  and  five  pieces  of  very  light  artilkTy,  com- 
manded by  iVlaj or- General  Vaughan,  were  to  fail  for  Fort  Lee. 
The  iaft,  amounting  only  to  four  hundred  loyal  provincials  and 
forty  marines,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camp* 
bell,  wdrs  intended  for  Tapan« 

General  Clinton  had  concerted  his  plan  fo  well,  that  while 
the  difTerent  detachments  could  iiavc  lupported  each  other  in 
cali:  of  need,  all  of  them  contributed  to  forward  the  general 
purpofe  of  the  expedition.  On  their  landing  they  found  the 
country  not  altogether  deftitute  of  defence*  There  were  in  it 
fome  rebel  troops,  who  had  a  few  pieces  of  cannon :  but  in 
the  fevcral  Ikirmlfhes  with  thefe,  which  occurred  in  different 
places,  the  King's  troops  ln\d  ilv.  ays  an  eafy  victory.  Once, 
indeed)  when  very  llrongiy  polled  behind  a  deep  ravine,  tlie 
enemy  made  fome  ihcw  of  maintainmg  their  ground}  but  on 
oblerving  that  General  Clinton  was  preparing  to  attack  them  in 
flank,  they  retired  into  the  woodSy  ami  gave  him  no  farther 
moledation.    As  the  weather  was  threatening  to  break,  and 
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tiis  men  had  no  tents  or  bl.mkcts,  and  ns  his  foraping  parties 
liad  coUe^ed  a  conOdcrable  number  of  cattle,  he  judged  it  ex* 
fiedieot  to  return  to  New  York,  With  this  view»  ht  coUe£ied 
his  whole  force  at  Newbridge  on  the  15th:  hut  unwilling  to 
impofe  any  unneccflary  hardfliip  upon  the  inhabitants,  by  de- 
priving them  of  too  many  of  their  cattle,  he  earned  along  vviik 
him  only  four  hundred,  including  twentjf  milch  cows  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hofpital^  four  hundred  iheep,  and  a  few  horfes*  On 
the  i6th»  General  Campbell  and  his  corps  iftarched  to  Bergen- 
Points  where  they  embarked  for  Staten  liland  i  and  Geiiti.d 
Vaughan,  with  the  remainder,  proceeded  to  Fort  Lee,  wheic 
they  crofled  the  North  River.  The  whole  reached  their  former 
ftatiom  by  two  o'clock.  Durii^  this  expedition.  General 
Clinton  'experienced  the  grcateft  ailiftance  from  the  navy»  which 
was  alvvavi  redely,  at  the  fcveral  places  where  the  troops  eija* 
barkedj  to  give  every  aid 'm  their  power. 

No  fooner  did  General  Clinton  return  to  New  York^  than, 
agreeably  to  his  inftrudiona,  he  fet  about  givn^  dd  to  the 
amy  under  Lieutenant-General  Bur-goyne,  which  he  fuppofed 
were  by  this  time  on  their  way  from  Lake  George,  and  ap- 
proaching the  Hudfon's  river«  As  foon  therdfore  as  Majo;* 
General  Robertfon,  after  an  uncommonly  tedious  paAage  from 
England^  had  arrived,  with  about  two  thoufand  recruits  and  m 
^at  fupplyof  ftorc8,  he  embarked  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
men,  with  the  defign  of  attacking  Forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton.  Thefe  two  forts,  feparated  from  one  another  only 
by  a  creek,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge  of  communscation^ 
are  lituated  about  Gzty  miles  above  New  York,  on  the  weft 
lidc  of  Hudfon's  or  North  River,  w  I.ich  they  were  intended  to 
command.  Coanriodore  Hotham  having  made  the  necefTary 
naval  arrangements,  the  flat-boats  and  batteaux  proceeded  from 
New  York,  on  the  3d  of  0£h>ber,  to  Spikedevtl  creek,  in 
three  diviiions,  under  the  naval  Captains  Pownall,  Jordan,  and 
Stanhope:  Captain  Pownall  havin-  i!.e  direction  of  the  whole. 
A  body  of  eleven  hundred  troops,  v,Jiohad  been  embarked  that 
^euing,  proceeded  to  Tarrytowiii  where  they  landed  at  day- 

bieakj 


/ 

Uiyiiizeo  by  Google 


234  N  A  V  A  L   A  N  D  1777. 

ft 

brtaki  and  occupied  the  adjotntng  heights.  A  fecond  di?ifion» 
of  nearif  the  fame  number,  marched  at  the  fame  time  from 
King's  Bridge  \  and  travelling  by  land,  formed  a  jimdiion  with 

thofe  who  had  gone  by  water.  Tiic  iljuadron,  under  C  ipt.iiii 
Ommancy,  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  moved  up  tiie  nv  r  to 
receive  them.  The  fmaller  part  of  this  fquadron,  namely  the 
gallies  and  armed  veCeis^  which  might  have  occafion  to  a^ 
feparately,  were  put  by  the  Commodore  under  the  dire£Hon  of 
i>ir  James  AVajl  icc  ,  and  the  benefit  both  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  river  and  of  Captain  Ommancy's,  was  fully  experienced. 

The  third  divifion  of  the  troops^  which  embarked  in  tranf* 
portSy  failed  from  New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  4th9 
imder  convoy  of  the  Prefton ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  tide 
arrived  off  Tarrytov.  n.    During  the  fame  night,  all  the  troops 
a(hore  were  embarked  in  tlie  flat-boats  and  batteaux  ^  and  a& 
the  .wind  continued  favourable,  the  whole,  with  Sir  James 
Wallace's  divifion  as  an  advanced  guard,  got  under  waj,  and 
reached  Vere-PIanVs  Point  at  noon  the  following  day.  The 
foldiers  in  the  flat-boats  \\  cr<j  landed  immediately  v/ithout  op- 
pofition,  the  enemy's  trocp  having  retired  as  they  approached, 
without  firing  a  (hot,  and  left  a  twelve  pounder  behind  them. 
Sir  James  Wallace,  with  his  divifion,  was  then  difpatched 
higher  up  the  river,  to  cat  off  the  enemy's  communication 
with  the  country  by  Peek's-kili  ferry.    By  day-break  on  the 
^th,  all  the  troops,  except  about  four  hundred  left  to  fecure 
Vere-Plank>neck,  were  difembarked  on  the  oppofite  Ihore  at 
Stony-Point,  from  which  they  had  to  march  about  twelve 
miles,  through  a  mouiu.iuious  and  rugged  road,  to  Forts  Clin- 
ton and  Montgomery.    The  fliips  and  tranlports  then  moved 
ilill  higher  up,  and  anchored  oppofite  to  PeekVkill  landing. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  advanced  fquadron  and  the  two  frigates 
^t  under  fail,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  Fort  Montgomery,  with 
a  view  only  to  make  an  appearance,  and  thereby  to  caufe  a 
divcifioa  m  favour  of  the  attack,  which  had  then  commenced. 

As  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed  on  Stony*Point,  General 
Clinton  arranged  them  in  the  following  order.   The  front  di» 

vifion. 


biyiiizeo  by  Google 


MILITARY   iM  £  M  O  i  R  S. 


irifioiit  confiftmg  of  the  5  2d  and  27th  regiments,  Loyal  Ame- 
tkans*  New  York  yolttnteers,  and  Emmerick's  provincial 
•chafleurs,  amounting  to  about  nine  hundred  men,  under  the 

command  of  Licutcnatit-Cnlonel  C.unpbcll,  who  had  under 
him  CoioiicI  Robinfoii  of  the  provincials,  were  put  in  motion 
in  order  to  occupy  the  pafs  of  Thundcr-hiil.    After  paffing  that 
mountain,  it  was  to  proceed  by  a  circuit  of  feven  miles  round 
the  hill,  until  it  (hould  get  clofe  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Montgo- 
mery.   The  fecond  or  ce  ntre  divifion,  whicli  was  compofcd  of 
the  grenadiers  and  light-infantry,  26th  and  63d  regimeutSy 
one  company  of  the  71ft  regiment,  one  troop  of  difmounted 
dragoons,  and  the  Heflian  chafleurs,  making  in  all  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Major-General  Vaughan, 
was  ordered  to  march  towards  Fort  Clinton,  and  to  cover  the 
corps  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell.    It  was  direcied  to 
co-operate  with  him,  to  get  clofe  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Clinton, 
while  he  got  behind  Fort  Montgomery ;  and  if  any  misfortune 
fliould  happen,  to  cover  the  retreat.    The  rear  divifion,  con- 
fifting  of  the  Royal  Fuzileers  and  Tromback's  Hcirian  regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Mnjor-General  Tryon,  was  to 
occupy  the  pafs  of  Thunder-hill,  and  to  keep  open  the  com* 
munication  with  the  fleet. 

From  the  inany  extraor^linary  (iiilicukies  which  the  firft  vli- 
viiionhadto  encounter  on  their  march,  in  the  courie  of  which 
every  natural  ob(lru£lion  was  aided  and  tncreafed  by  all  that  art 
could  invent,  it  was  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  before  it  reach- 
ed its  deilinatton :  but  as  the  corps  under  General  Vaughan 
was  in  readincfs,  the  attack  on  both  forts  immediately  com- 
menced.   As  the  enemy  were  well  prepared,  and  their  woika 
ftrong,  they  made  an  obftinate  defence.   Nothing,  however, 
could  withftand  the  ardour  of  the  royal  troops;  and  every  corps 
came  in  for  its  (hare  of  glory.   The  gallies  fired  into  Fott 
iMontgomery,   at    the  very   time   when  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell  aflauUed  it  on  the  land  fide.    He  was  unfortunately 
killed  by  the  enemy's  firft  fire :  but  Colonel  RobinCon,  who 
(hewed  himfclf  worthy  to  fucceed  fo  brave  an  officer,  perfcver- 
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«d  in  the  attack  until  he  became  mailer  of  the  place.  Fort 
Clinton  is  fituated  on  a  circular  height^  defended  hj  a  line  for 
mufquetryy  with  a  barbed  battery  of  three  guns  in  the  centre, 
«nd  flanked  by  two  redoubts.  The  approaches  to  it  were 
through  a  continued  ahhatis  of  near  four  him<lrc(l  yards  in 
lengthy  defenfive  m  its  whole  courfei  and  expoicd  to  the  fire 
f>f  ten  pieces  i>f  cannon.  Major^'-Generai  Vaughan  led  on  his 
tnen  to  the  attack  of  thi$  fort  with  great  fpirit ;  and  althtfi^li 
it  was  defended  with  rcfolution,  their  ardour  overcame  every 
-difliculty.  The  corps  under  Major-Gciicral  Tryon  gave  all 
'  poiUble  afiidance  to  the  aflailants ;  and  by  eight  o'clock  in  the 
^ning,  both  forts  were  in  their  pofleifion* 

The  royal  army  in  this  confli^  fuflfered  little  in  point  of 
numbers,  compared  to  what  might  h  ive  been  dreaded  from  a 
fcrvice  fo  feverc  1  but  tlie  iols  of  many  excellent  o&ccrs  was 
much  to  be  lamented. About  a  hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
fuppofed  to  be  killed  and  wounded }  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  weitt  made  prifoners.  Their  lofs  in  other  refpe^s  was 

immenfe. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  nighty  they  fet  hre  to  their  two  lhips» 
the  Montgomery  and  Congiefs»  fome  gallies  and  other  armed 
veflelsy  with  all  their  cannon  and  ftom  on  board*  Befides 
their  IbrtSy  ihips,  and  cannon,  a  floop  of  ten  ^ns  was  taken. f 
Every  article  belonging  to  their  laboratory,  wliicli  was  in  the 
greatefl  perfeclionj  other  iloreS|  fuch  as  port-hresi  matdui 
hamefs)  fpare  gun-carriages,  toolsi  inftrumentBy  alargequan* 
tity  of  provifionSf  and  the  boom  and  chain  which  tan  acrofs 
the  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  St.  Anthony's  Noie^  and 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  coll  70,000!.:}:  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  con<jucrors.  Another  boom,  near  Fort  Conditution,  which 
muft  like  wife  have  coft  much  money  and  labour^  was  rendered 
ufelcfs. 

On  the  7th,  General  Clinton  and  Commodore  Ilotham 

lummoncd 

•  Sec  Note  6t,  f  Scc  Note  6  ^ 

J  This  cliain  was  of  mofl  cxccllr :  :  v.  r  rl.n>anflifp ;  it  was  lent  to  Fnp!aiid, 
and  from  fhat  to  Oibrak^,  where  it  v\ai*  of  great  ufc  ia  protC(^^  [he  £tn^^\of 
»t  the  moius. 
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fiimmoned  Fort  Conftittttlon  to  fumnder ;  but  die  fort  fiied 

on  their  flag  :  on  which  they  refolved  to  chaflife  its  garrifon 
for  their  infolencc.  For  this  piirpofe,  they  caufcd  fomc  troop» 
to  be  embarkedj  under  the  command  o£  Major-Geneiral  Tryon^ 
wbo»  together  with  the  gailies  and  aimed  veflelsy  under  Sir 
James  Wallace,  were  ordered  on  the  Bth  to  proceed  on  this 
fjrvicc.  But  when  they  reached  the  fort,  they  found  that  die 
enemy  hrai  evacuated  it  in  much  confuTiun,  having  burnt  tiieir 
^lo^ehouf^^s  ;  but  left  their  cannon  unfpiked.  The  Commodore 
immediately  fent  orders  to  Sir  James  Wallace  to  proceed 
higher  up  the  river,  and  if  poflible  to  find  a  paflFaae  through 
the  chevuix  dc  frife,  between  i*olypu5  ifland  anil  the  mai:i. 

Early  m  the  morning  of  the  loth,  General  Clinton  detached 
Major-General  Tryon,  with  Emmerick's  chafieurs,  fifty  Yager^ 
the  Royal  Fuzileersy  and  the  regiment  oiF  Tromback,  with  two 
three  pounders,  to  deftroy  one  of  the  enemy's  (ettlements 
calicti  Conuiicctal  Village.  The  General  fucceeded  in  this 
expedition :  and  having  burnt  barracks  for  iiiteen  hundred 
mutUf  and  feveral  ilorehoufes  and  loaded  waggons^  he  lejoined 
General  Clinton  by  ten  o'clock  the  fame  night. 

On  the  14th  of  0£^ober,  the  General  lent  Major-General 
Vauglidii,  'v^ith  a  body  of  troops  in  baiitiaux,  efc  or  ted  by  Sit 
James  Wallace's  fquadron,  higher  up  the  river,  againit  the 
town  of  Kingftott»  vulgarly  called  Efopus,  where  it  was  re« 
ported  the  enemy  had  wy  confiderable  ftores.  They  arrived 
off  that  place  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  :  and  finding  diat  the 
ijifurgcntb  had  thrown  up  trenches,  and  nude  every  difpofl- 
tion  to  annoy  them,  the  General  deemed  it  expedient  to  attack 
them,  before  they  Oiould  have  time  to  ftrengthen  their  works» 
or  to  coUed  reinforcements.  He  therefore  landed  his  detach- 
ment immediately^  and  aflailed  their  batteries.  Having  driveit 
them  fruin  their  works,  and  fpikcd  and  dcftroycd  their  guns, 
he  advanced  dirc^ly  to  the  town  ;  at  the  entrance  of  which  he 
found  a  body  of  men,  with  fmall  arms  and  artillery,  drawn 
up  to  oppofe  him.  Inftantly  attacking  them  with  fpirit,  he 
touted  dicoii  and  feized  their  cannon*   On  entering  the  town, 
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the  enemy  fired  on  his  men  from  their  houfcs;  on  which,  he 
gave  orders  to  fct  the  town  on  fire :  and  it  was  entirely  con* 
fumed^  togetfaicr  with  a  confiJerablc  quantity  of  militaiy  ftofCS. 

During  dtb  tnuiia^ion,  Sir  James  Wallace  deftrofed  all 
die  enemy's  fliips  except  an  armed  galley,  which  run  upi  die 
creek. 

After  this  fen  ice  was  performed,  General  Cluuun  finding 
that  a  junction  with  General  Burgoyne's  army  was  imprac- 
ticahle»  letumed  with  the  Commodore  and  the  combined  ar- 
mament to  New  York.  On  his  arrival  diere,  in  coniequence 
of  orders  wluch  he  had  received  from  Sir  Wilfiam  Howe,  he 
embarked  die  recmits  lately  come  from  Britain  for  die  regi* 
mcnts  ferving  v.  itii  ihc  Commander  m  Chief,  and  fent  them 
to  join  the  army  at  Philadelphia.  They  were  accompanied  by 
Major-General  Leflie,  (who  had  recovered  from  a  broken  leg,) 
and  by  Brigadier-General  Pattifon,  who  was  to  take  com* 
mand  of  die  artillery  in  room  of  Brigadier-General  Cleavlani^ 
who  had  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England* 

It  wiU  now  be  proper  to  dircft  our  attention  to  the  progrefs 
of  General  Burgoyne's  opcrationsi  as  far  as  they  fall  within  the 
defign  of  this  work. 

Congrefs  had  little  reafon  to  be  well  pleafed  with  the  con* 
dn£l  of  their  General  Officers,  appointed  to  defend  die  frontier 
againft  wluch  he  a£ted*  Moft  of  them  were  ordered  either  to 
be  tried  by  Courts-martial,  or  to  attend  Congrefs  and  give  an 
account  of  their  cuiulucl.  Pviuj or- General  Arnold^  who  had 
behaved  with  fuch  intrepidity  at  Ridgefieid,  wa^  appointed  to 
take  the  commanr!  of  the  armyoppofed  to  General  Buigoyne, 
tttttil  the  arrival  of  Major«>Gencral  Gates,  who  was  nominated 
to  the  chief  command*  When  General  Arnold  joined  his 
army»  he  ordered  tt  to  fall  back  from  Saratoga  to  Still  Water, 
a  place  coni'd^rably  nearer  to  the  influx  of  the  Mohav»k  into 
tlie  Hudfon's  river.  This  movement  was  intended  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  lictk  army  under  the  commando!  Brigadier- 
General  St.  Leger,  who,  according  to  the  information  whidi 
he  had  received^  was  advancing  by  the  firft  of  thefe  rivers* 
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Bf  this  well  chofen  litiiatbny  he  greatlf  quieted  the  mtiids  of 

the  inliabitants,  which  had  been  much  agitated  by  the  dread  of 
our  Indian  allies ;  who  made  the  approach  both  of  General 
Burgoyae  and  St.  Leger  to  be  viewed  with  horror,  and  the 
Britiih  anny  to  be  deteited  in  thb  pan  of  America. 

General  Burgoyne  arrived  at  Fort  Edward  about  the  eod  of 
July  :  and  from  this  time  to  the  30th  of  Auguft,  his  army 
was  continually  employed  in  collecting  an  adequate  (lore  o£ 
proTiiions  and  ammunition,  and  in  bringing  forward  fome 
hatteaux  from  Fort  George  to  the  firft  navigable  part  of  Uud- 
fon*8  fiver,  a  diftanee  not  exceeding  eighteen  Englifli  miles. 
The  inteiiCc  heat  of  the  weather,  and  tlie  ftccpncli>  oi  the  road  i 
in  fome  parts,  with  their  very  bad  repair,  rendered  their  tod  op* 
prefHve  and  their  progrefs  fmall  and  flow.  Of  thehoriiBSy 
which  had  been  fuppUed  by  contra£k  in  Canada,  through  van- 
out  delays  and  accidents,  attending  fo  long  and  intricate  a 
combination  of  uud  diid  water  Carriage,  fcarccly  one-third  liad 
arrived  :  and  in  all  the  country  through  which  his  army  had 
marched,  as  well  as  in  that  in  which  it  was  now  encampedt 
he  had  been  able,  by  his  utmoft  exertions,  to  collc£^  only  fifty 
teams  of  oxen.  Thefe  refouices,  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
purpofe  of  forming  fuch  a  magazine  as  mighi  enable  him,  ac- 
cording to  his  inilru^kions,  to  advance  and  attain  the  objed  o£ 
the  campaign,  were  fcarcely  more  than  fufficient  to  fubiift  his 
army  from  day  to  day.  The  very  heavy  rains,  which  fell  at 
this  time,  greatly  increafed  his  difficulties*  Indeed,  the  impe« 
diments  to  the  fervice  were  fo  various  and  iiubborn,  that  after 
the  greated  eilurts  for  fifteen  fucceiUve  days,  he  had  not  above 
four  days  proviCons  in  (lore,  or  more  than  ten  hatteaux* 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  unceafing  embarrajBTments,  he  received 
intelligence,  that  Brigadier^General  St.  Leger  had  arrived  be- 
fore Fort  St  luwix;  againll  which  he  was  conducting  his  opera- 
tioQS.  He  inllantly  and  clearly  faw  the  great  advantages,  which 
might  eventually  refult  from  a  rapid  forward  movement  of  his 
army,  at  this  critical  juncture.  If  the  enemy  ihoald  detach  a 
body  of  fortes  to  oppofc  iiiigadier  St.  Lcgcr,  they  w  ould  be 
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tTierelif  phced  between  two  fires:  if  tlie  Briga<fier  flioukl  prove 

fucccfsfu},  liC  nii^'ht  be  tnablcd  to  aitain  the  object  of  his 
campaign  bf  puiliing  forward  the  Canadian  army  to  Albany  ^ 
M%  if  the  infiirgents  fhould  (lill  per  fid  in  oppofing  that  delign^ 
thej  muft  ftand  an  adion»  a^nd  if  defeated^  ctcSs  the  Hitdfon's 
rirer,  and  fetire  into  the  New  England  prorinces. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement  was  evi<knt  :  but  the  tl  :^ 
licuicy,  which  was  great  indeed,  lay  in  finding  means  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  To  fecare  a  daily  fiipply  of  provifiont  to  die 
armyi  it  would  he  neceflary  to  eftabltih  a  chain  of  poftt  all  the 
way  between  It  and  Fdit  George.  As  it  advanced,  thb  diftance 
muft  daily  increafc,  wliile  tlicic  pofls  v.'ould  ncccfl.irilv  become 
more  numerous,  and  their  Atuation  liable  10  many  variations. 
From  an  army*  greatly  reduced  by  many  battles,  and  by  ex* 
ceflive  fatigue,  it  was  impfa£Hcable  to  fpare  lb  many  men  as 
Ac  execution  of  this  mcafurc  would  require.  Befides,  every 
fupply  of  provifions,  would  rci^uirc  a  {irong  party  to  efcort  ic. 
This  would  continually  diminiih  his  force  ;  and  if  the  enemy 
Ihottkl  carry  any  one  of  his  pofts,  the  chain  of  conunQnicatioa 
would  be  broken,  his  fupplies  cut  oflF,  and  bis  wh<^  fcheme 
rendered  abortive.  Nor  caA  this  fcem  to  be  an  improbable 
event,  when  he  confiJcred  the  great  numbers  of  troops  which 
they  had  already  afiemblcd  to  oppofc  him,  and  which  were 
hourly  incTcafing. 

General  Burgoyne  was  therefore  reduced  to  the  attematiTe^ 
cither  of  dcvifing  fome  other  n  .aiis  of  procuring  a  fuyply  of 
provifions,  or  of  abandonmg  his  dcfjgn.  He  had  learned,  that 
the  New  England  provinces  fiimilhed  the  rebels  with  moll  of 
their  fupplies  of  live  cattle,  which  palfing  the  upper  part  of  the 
Conne£licut  riter,  tOiik  the  route  by  Manchefter  and  Arling- 
ton, until  tliey  rcKhcd  their  i^r^nd  depot  at  Bcr*nai^:on  ;  from 
which  (licy  ucrc  conveyed  to  their  army  as  occafion  required. 
As  tills  place  lies  not  aUn«xr  twenty  miles  from  Uttdlbn'9 
river,  he  fbimed  a  fcheme  of  iending  a  force  to  take  from  their 
depot,  fucha  fupplv  of  cattle,  a$  would  enable  him  to  advance 
with  his  army  in  ilxc  nuiu.cr  p:ejv^Uvi.    If  liiis  cnterprife 
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ihould  (ucceed,  it  coukl  not  fail  to  didrefs  the  tmmff  and  to 
oblige  cfaein>  either  to  det&ch  a  body  of  troops  to  reinforce 
their  poft  at  Bennington,  or  to  fall  back  to  Albany  for  fupplies. 

On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  tlic  General  therefore  detj^ched 
X^eutetiant-Coiouel  ii^um,  with  a  corps  of  lix  hundred  nicn,t' 
attended  by  near  one  huodred  Indians*  to  Bennington*  Writteft 
inftruf^tonS)  drawn  up  with  great  judgmentt  ^cre  delivered  to 
tlijt  oflicer  :  and  if  attention  had  been  paid  to  tliefe,  the  mif- 
fortuiie  which  hcfcl  his  dciachment  might  have  been  avoided. 
On  the  i4t]i,  the  army  moved  up  the  eaii  ihore  of  Hudlbn's 
river ;  a  bridge  of  rafts  was  formed,  over  which  the  advanced 
corps  pa^d,  and  c**Gamped  at  Saratoga  .*  Lientenant-Colonel 
IVrcyman  vv.is  polled  near  liUttou-liill,  and  was  diredlcd,  with 
the  corpsf  which  he  commandifd,  to  be  in  readincU  to  reinforce 
Lietttena)it'>Coluoel  hAum,  if  farther  itrength  ihonld  be  found 
icqaifite* 

l*he  Lieotenant«^o(oners  inarch  was  foon  dtfcoversd  by  the 

enemy  :  and  General  Stark,  who  commanded  on  the  part  of 
the  ini'ur^ents  in  that  country,  preparcdi  with  ail  the  forces  he 
could  coliedl,  to  cut  off  his  detachment.  Colonel  Baum  was 
deceived,  by  trading  to  a  nnoiber  of  people,  who  profe|led 
be  friends  that  they  might  the  cafier  betray  him.  Finding  that 
the  enemy  were  niucii  itrongcr  than  he  expelled,  he  intrenclv* 
ed  himfeif  upon  the  ground  wiiich  he  occupied.  On  the  i6thp 
he  was  attacked  on  all  fldcs  \  and  after  performbg  prodigies  o£ 
valour,  lofing  a  number  of  men,  and  he'm^  himfeif  wounded* 
he  and  his  troops  were  ohlij^cd  to  furrciulcr  priloners  of  war. 
He  had  not  neglected  to  lend  information  of  his  fuuation  to 
Colonel  Breymani  who  immediately  upon  receiving  k,  put  his 
corps  in  moiion  to  fupport  him ;  but  a  heavy  rain»  whicb 
fell  at  that  unhicky  momenr,  fo  clFe£lually  retarded  their 
march,  that  bcioic  they  could  reach  Bcnuiugton,  his  party 
VOL.  IV.  <L  ■  " 


•  Tv.u  hvir.i'r  tl  of  Rcid-,fc!'i  tlTn-.ouritrd  tir.tgoons,  1  \iji;;iin  Fiafcr's  nwtkf- 
fi'.fn,  the  C.i:i.  .1.^  vri!tintccr«,  and  a  dtUchmait  of  proviuciuh,  abonr  a  hnntircd 
Icdiaa*,       iv. o  Ij^^.'kt  ikld-pitc.i. 

I  The  B^ttDXw<i^k  grer.a<Iier»,  lislit-inf^ntry,  and  chalTeur*. 
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were  entirely  dtfcomfited.  Colonel  Breyman  finding  liis  cSoiis 
thus  rendered  ufeieiS|  returned  to  the  camp  at  Saratoga. 

The  rebels  were  not  mattentiTe  to  lelteve  Fort  Stanwiz.  A 
party  of  militia^  amduidiig^  to  between  eight  and  nine  hunghed 
had  been  col]e£led  by  a  General  Harkimer,  to  attempt 
to  raife  the  fiege  $  but  General  St.  Leger,  having  got  early 
notice  of  their  approach,  took  meafures  to  iiucrccpt  them.  On 
the  6th  of  Augud,  they  fcU  into  an  ambufcade,  and  were  nmt* 
ed :  General  Harkimer  and  two  hundred  of  his  men  being 
kilkd»  and  many  wounded,  the  feft  difpef fed*  This  n^ory 
was  bought  dear  by  the  Bfiti(b»  as  their  Indian  allies  had  up- 
wards of  thirty  of  their  principal  warriors  killed  in  the  a^^ion. 
.  So  little  had  they  been  accuitomed  to  fuflain  fuch  lofTes,  that 
the  furvivors  fufpe^ed  treachery,  A  circumllance  wliich  fcrr- 
ed  to  confirm  them  m  this  fufpicion  was,  that  during  the  heat 
of  the  battle,  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort  had  made  a  fally,  in 
which,  befidies  doing  other  mifehief,  he  was  fo  fuoceisful  as 
in  a  great  meafure  to  fack  the  Indian  camp.  From  this  time, 
the  friend(hip  of  the  Indians  to  the  Britifli  began  to  abate. 
They  had  been  allured  to  this  fervice  by  the  hope  of  plunder, 
and  by  a  promife  that  they  (hould  not  be  expofed  to  danger  $  ia 
both  of  which  they  were  difappomted*  The  fort  had  now  no 
piofpe^  of  relief,  and  next  day  General  St.  Leger  fummoned 
Jt  tofurrender,  but  the  Commandant  replied,  that  he  would  do- 
fend  it  to  the  lad  extremity.  The  General's  artillery  was  too 
light  to  reduce  lum  foon  to  thisiituation,  and  he  could  hope  to 
focceed  only  by  itarving  the  garrifon,  yet  he  continued  to  fire  at 
and  to  bombard  the  fort. 

No  fooner  «Bd  General  Gates  kam  the  fate  of  General 
Harkimer,  than  he  ordered  a  conGderable  detachment  from  his 
army,  under  Major- General  Arnold,  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Stan- 
wix.  When  that  oihcer  had  got  the  kugth  of  ScheoeO-ady,  he 
found  means,  by  a  fucceiiiful  device,  efie£lually  to  accomplifh 
the  fienrioe  upon  which  he  was  employed.  He  conveyed  intel- 
ligence to  General  St  Leger,  by  a  pretended  delerter,  that  a 
large  budy  of  uoops  wa^  advaacuig  to  the  relief  of  the  fort : 

and 
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311(1  .it  the  fame  time,  a  favagc  arrived  at  the  Iiullan  camp  with 
limiiar  information.  This  happened  about  tlie  2oth  of  Auguit» 
wikeii  a  great  defertion  of  the  Indian  allies  had  taken  place»  and 
the  difcontent  of  the  remainder  had  arUbn  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  General  St.  Leger  was  doubtfnli  whether  they  would  not 
turn  their  arms  agaiiill  the  Britifb  troops.  He  therefore  railed 
the  fiege  on  the  22dy  and  recreated  towards  Ofwego»  leaving  ' 
ali  his  artillery  behind  htm :  and  General  Arnold,  havuig  al- 
lained  the  obj6£t  of  his  expedition^  returned  with  his  detacL* 
ment  to  rejoin  the  rebel  army  at  Still  Water;  where  hit 
bravery  was  not  Ic lb  coulpicuous  tluii  it  had  been  on  the  ex« 
pedition  to  Daubury. 

Fortunes  who  had  fmiled  on  the  operations  of  General  Bur* 
goyne  until  the  unfortunate  affairs  of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Ben^ 
nington,  now  begin  to  forfakc  him;  and  when  he  faw  fuch 
iiifurmountable  diihculties  nrifing  from  his  pufhing  forward,  it 
is  to  be  lamented,  that  he  thought  himfelf  fo  tied  up  by  his  in- 
ftm^ionsy  as  to  be  (till  obliged  to  perfevere  in  his  endeavottrs 
to  form  a  junction  with  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  affair 
at  Bennington  had  greatly  raifed  the  fpirils  of  the  New  Eng- 
landers  ^  and  when  General  Burgoyne  advanced  to  Hudion's 
river^  and  had  thrown  a  bridge  over  it,  with  a  view  of  attack* 
tng  the  rebel  army  and  forcing  his  way  to  Albany,  they 
devifed  a  plan  to  cot  offThts  fupplies,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
itc&fCT  the  fortrefs  of  Ticondcrajro,  and  other  places  which 
thcf  had  ioSt,  While  the  General  found  fui&cicnt  employ-* 
meat  in  oppofing  the  efforts  of  Crenerals  Gates  and  Arnold^ 
they  feizcd  the  critical  minute  to  increafe  his  perplexities,  by 
letting  on  foot  an  entcrprife,  which  he  very  little  expedled. 
Their  means  of  making  this  effort  were  the  militia  of  the  upper 
parts  of  New  ilampihire  and  Connecticut,  which  had  bccii 
aflembled  with  great  induftry  by  General  Lincoln :  and  its 
objeds  were,  to  cut  off^  General  Burgoyne's  communication 
with  Canada,  to  recover  all  tlie  forts  they  liad  lolt,  and  once 
more  to  become  masters  of  the  navigation  of  Lake  George. 
Xk  manner  of  condu^ng  this  plan  was  left  entirely  to  Ge- 
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neral  Lincolfi>  who  employed  in  this  undertaking,  Colonels 
Brown,  Johnfton,  and  W  uacibury  ^  each  of  whom  had  a  de- 
tachment of  five  hundred  hkb  under  his  command.  Theib 
officers  €oiidu£M  tKeir  dpierations  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  foo- 
celsi  tliat  on  the  17th  of  September,  they  made  a  fwlden  and 
general  attack  on  the  carrying-place  lU  Lake  Geoigc,  Sugrti- 
hill,  aiias  Mount  Dehance^  TiconderagOy  and  Mount  Inde- 
pendence. The  officer  commanding  the  armed  Hoop  ftatkmed 
to  defend  the  carrying-placc»  and  the  officers  commanding  die 
pofts'at  the  8iigar-hiH  and  at  the  portage,  were  fmrpriM)  and 
a  confiderablc  part  of  four  companies  of  the  fifty-third  regiment 
were  made  prifoners.  A  biockhoufey  defended  by  Lieutenant 
Lovd  of  Che  53d  regiment^  was  the  only  pod  that  had  time  to 
ule  Its  arms  $  and  it  made  a  brave  defence,  till  the  cannon  taken 
from  the  furpriied  veflel  was  brought  agalnil  it,  when  tt  wts 
«!>bHged  to  lubmit.  The  rebels  fcized  above  one  hundred  and 
£fty  batteanxy  feveral  large  gun-boau,  and  other  water  crafr, 
and  even  got  pofleffion  of  the  old  French  lines  near  the  foit  of 
Ticonderago,  where  Brigadier-General  Powell  commanded-; 
but  afrcr  twice  fummoning  him  to  luii:v:jKlc;,  they  received 
fuch  an  anfwer  as  they  might  have  expe(Sted  from  a  vigilant  ! 
officer^  tntrufted  with  the  command  of  fo  important  a  poft. 
Other  nteans  than  negoctation  were  attempted  to  acconi|Ai(h  | 
their  purpofc :  attacks  were  repeated  for  four  days,  but  with-  j 
out  ctTecl,  and  they  were  at  lalt  obliged  to  retreat  wi;!  out  do- 
ing the  place  any  material  injury.  The  Brunfwick  regiment  ' 
«f  Prince  Frederick,  and  other  troops  ftationed  on  Mount  inde- 
pendence, behaved  widi  great  bravery;  and  there  Captain 
Taylor  of  the  21ft,  and  Lientenam  Bearcroft  of  the  24th  regJ- 
mcuts,  greatly  diiHngiiTflied  themfrlws.  Their  prefence  was 
accidental,  being  on  tlicir  way  to  Ute  army  from  t!  e  }  ofpitai, 
when,  with  the  ardficers  in  arms,  they  nndertook  the  deieace 
of  an  impoitant  battery* 

A  body  of  tlic  rebels  pnxxxded  acrof^  L..?..  George  by  means  | 
of  the  b  utcaux  they  had  feizcd  ;  and  on  the  24th  of  Septem-  ' 
ber,  attacked  Diamond  ifland  in  two  divifioos.   From  the  time  | 
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that  the  army  had  crofTcd  the  Hudfon's  river,  Captain  Aubrey, 
with  two  companies  of  the  47th  regiment,  had  been  pulUui  ac 
t^s  iflsmd,  16  a  better  fitmtion  for  the  fecuritj  o£  die  ftores  at 
the  ibiith  end  of  Lake  George  than  Fort  George)  which  lies  on 
tlic  tuii:!:i.'nr,  avA  is  not  tenable  ;lL^ilnu  artillery  and  numbers. 
With  his  Uttie  band  he  iK)toniy  repulfed  ti'.c  rebels,  but  getting 
into  die  gun-bc^ts  which  had  been  kft  at  Diaaaond  ifland  t9 
his  care>  psrfued  them  to  the  eaft  IhotCy  and  retook  Iwo  of 
tlieir  principal  veflels,  together  with  aU  the  cannon..  Such  was 
Ills  expedition,  that  they  liad  time  only  to  fct  £rc  to  the  other 
^atteaux,  and  to  retreat  over  the  mountains. 

The  bridge,  compofed  <rf  rafts,  which  General  Bnigoyne 
iiad  thrown  acrofs  the  Hvdfon^s  rmtf  having  been  carried 
away  by  a  flood,  a  new  bridge  of  boats  was  conftTTi6^ed,  and 
the  army  having  then  provifion  for  about  thirty  days,  paill^d  it 
on  the  13th  and  14th  of  5eptcml)cr.  On  the  i5tii,  he  began 
his  march  towaids  the  enemy  at  SttU  Water  $  but  having  many 
Mdlges  to  repair,  it  was  the  i8th  before  he  reached  that  place. 
H  iving  fully  reconnoitred  the  roads  and  paflages  leading  to 
their  works,  the  General  made  his  arrangements  and  moved 
'Ibrward  on  die  19th  :  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
an  obftlnate  and  bloody  battle  took  place,  which  eoncianed  liM 
'fmifet,  when  ^e  rd>els  were  forced  to  setire,  and  night  pre* 
^rented  a  purluit  or  the  capture  of  many  pnluncrs.  The  enemy 
did  not  move  to  any  great  diilance :  their  pofition  was  very 
ihong,  and  they  immediately  fet  to  work  to  fortify  what  thef 
deemed  the  weakeft  part  of  their  cncanqnncttL 

General  Burgoyne  foon  found,  that  no  advantages  would  rs- 
fnk  from  his  viclory  at  Still  Water.  The  infurgents  were  ftill 
undifmayed,  and  their  numbers  continued  to  mcrcafe  f  io  that 
it  became  expedient  to  txe€t  ftroag  redoubts,  not  only  feo  de- 
fend the  magazine  and  hofpital  againft  a  fudden  attack,  but  aUb 
to  prote^  them,  if  he  fliould  fmd  it  necelTary  to  marcli  the 
army  with  the  intention  of  turning  the  enemy's  left  Hank. 

A  mcflfcngcr  arrived  on  the  2 1  tt  at  heail- quarters,  with  a 
letter  in  cyphers  from  Sir  lienry  Qintnn  to  Gcnexal  BurgoyDe, 
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infenntng  him  cf  hb  intention  to  attack  Fort  Montgomery  in 

about  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  his  letter,  wliich  was  the 
loth  of  September.  The  General  km  back  the  mellenger  that 
lane  ni^ti  with  inftrudions  to  give  Sir  Henry  Qinton  the 
moft  ezafi  account  of  his  fituation,  to  ftaie  the  neceflity  of  his 
making  a  divcrfion  to  oblige  General  G  ates  to  detach  men  from 
his  army ;  and  alfo  to  inform  him,  that  he  intended,  if  pofliblc, 
to  wait  favourable  events  in  his  prefent  poiition,  till  the  i2tll 
of  Odober.  In  the  conrfe  of  the  two  following  dayst  be  fent 
off  two  ofltors  in  difgntfe*  and  other  confidential  peribns,  by 
did'crcnt  routes,  with  verbal  nitlfyires  to  tlic  fame  cllcUi  and 
in  the  mean  time,  continued  to  employ  as  many  men  as  could 
be  fpaied  from  other  duties,  in  fortifying  his  camp  and  watd^ 
Sag  the  motions  of  the  rebels. 

To  prolong  their  means  of  fobiiftence  as  much  as  poilible, 
the  General  judged  it  advifible,  on  the  3d  of  0£^ober,  to  di- 
minifh  the  foidiers'  ration  :  and  the  army  fubmilted  to  this  re- 
ftri£kion  with  the  utmoft  cheerfulneiii.  The  difficulties  of  a 
retreat  to  Canada  were  plainly  forefeen  $  and  eten  if  this  (hoold 
be  effected,  his  leaving  fuch  an  army  as  that  which  General 
Gates  now  commanded,  at  full  liberty  to  acl  againft  Sir  William 
Howe,  might  be  productive  of  dangerous  confequences. 

Thefe  confiderations  operated  powerfully  with  General  Bar* 
^yne,  and  determined  him  to  abide  events  as  long  as  podible. 
lie  rcafoned  thus ;  the  expedition  which  he  commanded  was 
evidently  meant  at  firft  to  be  hazarutd ;  circumllaiices  might 
lequire  that  it  (hould  be  dtvoteJ .  and  a  critical  jundlion  of  Mr. 
Gates's  force  with  that  under  Mr*  Waihingtont  might  poifibly 
decide  the  fate  of  the  war :  whUe,  on  the  contrary}  the  failnie 
of  his  junclion  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  or  the  prevention  of 
his  retreat  to  Canada^  could  only  be  a  partial  misfortune,  hi 
this  fituation,  things  remained  till  the  7th  of  O^ober :  when 
the  General  having  received^no  intelligence  of  the  expe^ed  co* 
operation,  and  his  intended  Uay  at  his  prefent  camp  drawing 
\vit])!n  four  or  live  days  of  a  clofc,  judged  it  advifablc  to  make 

a  movement  to  the  enemy's  ieft^  not  only  to  difcover  whether 
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there  were  any  pofiibk  means  of  forcing  a  paiTage,  if  it  (hould 
be  found  necefikrj  to  adTaiioe»  or  of  dtflodging  the  enemy  for 
the  convenience  of  a  letrett ;  but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  die 
aitny,  which  was  in  the  greateft  diflrefi  from  fcarcity. 

The  necefTary  arrangements  having  been  made  for  putting 
this  plan  in  execution,  the  army  was  put  in  motion :  but  this 
was  foon  perceived  by  the  enemy»  who  were  now  increafed  to 
near  fixteen  thoufand  men,  while  it  was  diminilhed  to  little 
more  than  a  fourth  part  of  that  number.  An  a£^ion  then  corn- 
mencedy  which  was  continued  for  fome  hours  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy :  the  Britifli  intrenchments  were  aiailed  by  the  rebels 
with  the  gteaieft  bravery  and  fldlli  General  Arnold's  fpirit  and 
a£tivity  is  this  a£Hon  did  him  great  honour;  he  was  however 
repulfed,  and  carried  ofi  the  field  wounded.  A  change  of  po- 
rtion became  neceflary :  and  the  retreat  was  covered  by  fuch 
corps  as  could  be  cotte£led»  under  the  orders  of  Major-Gene- 
ral  PhtUips  and  RetdefeL  The  troops  wtte  hard  ptefledf  but 
kept  in  good  order.  They  vms,  howeveri  bUiged  to  leave 
bcliiud  them  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  all  the  horfes  and  mod  of 
the  artillerymen  i  Major  WiiiiamSf  of  that  corps»  was  killed 
in  ^kis  unfortunate  battle. 

Scavoely  had  diey  entered  their  camp»  when  it  vras  ftormtd 
with  great  fury ;  the  rebels  attacking  the  Uncs  under  a  fevere 
fire  of  grape-{hot  and  fmall  arms*  The  poll  of  the  light-infan- 
try»  under  the  £arl  of  BalcarraSi  aflifted  by  fome  of  the  line» 
who  weie  ordered  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  intrenchments^ 
was  defended  with  great  fpirit,  and  the  aflailants,  led  on  by 
Gentral  Arnold,  \^'cre  repulied  ;  but  the  intrenchments  of  the 
German  referve,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bfeyman^ 
vho  vras  killed,  were  carried :  and  the  eHemy  thereby  gained 
an  opening  on  the  right  and  on  the  rear  of  the  King's  army* 
Night  put  an  end  to  the  a^ion. 

During  the  night,  General  Burgoyne  took  a  new  pofition 
with  his  army,  and  occupied  fuch  ftrong  groundf  as  prevented 
the  rebels  from  reaping  any  immediate  advantage  from  their 
recem  fuccefs.   They  were  obliged^  on  the  8th|  to  change 
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their  pofitioni  but  did  not  cboofe  to  renew  the  attack* 
The  lofs  fuHained  hy  the  King'ft  army  on  tiie  7th  vm  ^ety 
great  In  men,  as  well  as  ofRccre:  amon^  the  latter  was  Btig^ 

dier-Gcneral  Frafer,  who  did  not  long  fnrvivc  a  mortal  woun*] 
whicli  he  had  received  in  the  action.  His  deatli  was  fevrrciy 
fek  by  the  army,  in  which  he  wad  oniverfaily  eftecmed  aad  re* 
frardcdy  in  every  refpc<!>,  as  a  moft  complete  and  exceOefit  of- 
ii.LT.  The  mcafures  purfucd  by  the  rcutl^,  during  the  whole 
of  the  8th,  ihewed  the  great  nccefTity  of  a  retreat  to  Saratoga  j 
which  was  executed  in  the  mod  maiterly  manner.  The  army 
began  to  march  at  nine  in  the  evening:  the  van  guatd  being 
commanded  by  General  Rcidefcl,  and  the  rear  giiard  by  Major- 
General  Philhps.  A  heavy  rain,  ?,nd  various  encumbrances^ 
prevented  them  from  arriving  at  Saratoga  until  the  evening  of 
the  9th,  and  their  artillery  until  the  next  morning.* 

General  Burgoyne  now  found,  that  his  perplexities  IncvRii^ 
ed  every  hour.  The  (avd  over  tlic  Hudfoi^.'s  river  was  in  the 
poficliion  of  tlic  ciicmy,  who  had  polled  a  ilrong  corps  on  the 
oppofite  fide  to  fecere  it :  his  batteaux,  with  his  provilions  and 
military  ftotes,  were  prefently  attacked,  and  feme  of  them  loft : 
and  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  land  their  cnrgoes,  and  to  tranf- 
port  them  up  the  hill  on  which  his  army  w  is  now  pofted.  H« 
made  every  polTible  attempt  to  retrc  it  to  Fort  Edward,  and 
from  that  to  Lake  George ;  but  the  rebels  had  become  fo  nit* 
incrous,  that  they  had  fecurcd  all  the  pafies  and  eminenccs,  fb 
that  after  repeated  trials,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  de- 
fign.  To  thefe  misfoi  tunes  itmuU  be  added,  tliat,  bcHdes  the  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  King's  army  in  various  anions  and  fevcrc  ler* 
vice,  all  the  Indians,  and  almoft  all  the  Canadians  and  provin* 
cialr>,  had  forfakcn  them  a:..i  retired  to  their  home:>.  1  lais 
difagreeably  fituated,  General  Buriroync  held  frequent  consul- 
tations on  their  critical  lUte,  with  the  General  and  Field  0£> 
cers  under  his  command.  Tlie  enemy^s  army  extended  three* 
fourths  of  a  circle  round  them  5  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  it  was  protected  in  4II  parts  from  attacks.    It  whs 

therefore 
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dierefoTe  <leleniitiiecl,  t^at  theffing^s  anny  fliovld  take  tbeftrong- 

eft  poHtion  IP.  their  power,  fortify  their  camp,  uiul  waik.  u 
the  I3that  mght,  in  anxious  hope  of  fucccmrsirom their  fnetuk. 

Dining  this  dUagreeable  fafpenfe  the  men  lay  npoa  their  arms: 
the  camp  was  cannonaded  from  all  qttartert>  and  eren  rifle- 
ihot  and  grapc-fhot  came  into  every  part  of  the  li&es»  though 
without  anv  coiiHilcrablc  ciVccl. 

General  Burgoyue  ordered  an  exaci  account  of  the  provi* 
fioot  €0  be  taken :  and  on  the  J  3^  called  a  Council  of  War» 
whidi)  beGdes  the  General  Officers,  eonfifted  of  all  the  Field 
Oiiiccfi,  and  Captains  commnnding;  corps.  It  appdnreil  ro 
them,  that  by  hard  toil|  incefTant  eifort,  itubborn  acHon,  the 
defe^ion  of  the  Indians,  and  tl^  defenion  or  timidity  of  the 
Ctoadians  and  Provincialai  a  few  indifidnaU  only  eacepted, 
their  numbers  were  reduced  to  time  thourand  five  Irandred 

fightint^  men,  not  two  thoiifiind  of  winch  were  liritiflj.*  It 
M'as  alfo  found,  tlat  even  this  fmali  remnant  of  a  brave  artny, 
had  only  three  days  provifion  on  ihort  allowance  in  ftore }  that 
they  wete  difappoitited  in  the  lad  hope  of  any  timely  co-opera- 
tion from  other  armies  ^|  and  tliat,  dcilicuic  of  the  means  of 

retreating 

*  See  Koce  65. 

f  Whatew  fzp^ Nations  of  co-opentton  General  Burgt  ync  might  liarc  form- 
ed, BO  «leby  appear!  to  have  been  flmide  on  the  part  of  Sir  Htmj  ^incon.  In 
eoDpftoft  otpeditiont,  great  ■Uowaaoe  ought  ihirayt  cn  be  mwle  linr  tidei,  <ar^ 
Tcntf,  coocrary  windh  and  other  iocidenta^  which  frcfpcntljr  occur  to  retard  fudb 
fcnriecs.  Pom  Moutgomery  aud  Clinton  were  taken  on  the  6th  of  O^ober,  the 
daj  before  the  unfortunate  battle  at  Still  Water.  Commodore  Hntbam  tmme* 
diateljr  drtaehed  Sir  Jame»  Wallace  np  the  river,  to  try  if  it  was  pollibie  to  find  a 
foliage  for  th*  vdlda  and  boaia  throogh  the  chevaaz  de  fri(e,  between  Polypna 
•Hand  and  the  main,  the  efieAing  of  which  would  greatly  accelerate  their  pro- 
cccdinga.  To  execute  thcfe  orders  properly,  fome  time  muft  be  employed  in 
loandlng  to  difcover  the  paiTa^e,  and  then  in  remoTing  the  various  obftaclet 
whidi  the  enemy  had  thrown  in  the  way.  Tbefc  operations,  even  without 
taking  contrary  winda  into  the  accomit,  mnft  have  been  the  caufes  of  confidrr- 
able  dday.  General  Tryon  was  fent,  on  the  8th,  agunft  Fort  CooAitntiont  and  on 
the  9th,  agatnH  Continental  Village :  and  it  b  piefomed,  that  as  fuon  as  the  na- 
vtgatiott  of  the  Nurth  River  made  pra^icable.  General  Vuxt^lian  procccd«*i 
Upward,  and  joined  Sir  James  Wallace;  On  the  l6th,  !.r<>cv>»  w  •$  uttJcUii! : 
but  this  laft  operation  could  be  of  no  ufc  to  the  army  undrr  Gc|:cral  i$u/g»y:.e^ 
as  the  Convention  was  finally  feulcd  on  the  ijth  of  September. 
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fetreatlng,  they  were  furroundcd  by  fixtccii  thoufand  men. 
Under  thcfe  circumftances,  the  Council  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  that  Geocral  Burgoyne  ibould  open  a  treaty  with 
MajoT-Gcnml  Gates^  and  endeavour  to  obtain  the  moll  £ivovr«» 
able  terms-  of  which  their  piefent  fituation  would  admit.  Ao* 
cordingly,  that  evening  General  Burgoyne  difpatched  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  a  letter  to  General  Gates:  the  confequetice  of 
which  waSf  that  a  Treaty  or  Convention  was  enteied  on  neat 
day  between  the  two  Generals,  the  terms  of  which  were  finalljr 
fettled  and  adjufted  on  the  1 5th.  By  thefe  the  King's  foicesy 
after  marching  out  of  tin  ir  lines  with  ail  the  honours  of  war, 
were  to  pik  and  leave  their  arni$»  to  become  pnloners  of  war^ 
and  to  be  condu^led  to  Bofton  in  New  £ngland»  and  there  cs> 
changed.  It  wovkl  be  toa  tedious  to  infinrt  all  the  particulars^ 
relative  to  this  memorable  tranfa^^ton,  in  the  body  of  this 
work  :  the  reader  will  fitul  thcni,  togctlier  witii  the  various 
returnS}  &c.  in  the  Appendix.*  in  this  traniii£Hon»  much 
praife  is  due  to  the  generous  and  compal&onate  condu^  of 
General  GateSf  who^  when  the  Britifli  army  marched  out 
of  their  camp,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  ihe  Convention,  to 
pile  up  their  arms  at  Uic  place  appointed,  fo  difpofed  of  his 
troops>  that  not  one  under  his  command  was  to  be  feen.  He 
liad  purpolely  drawn  them  up  in  fuch  a  mannert  that  they 
could  neither  be  fpe£^ators  of  this  humiliating  fcene^  nor  have 
it  in  their  power  to  offer  the  fni.illcll  iniult  to  foldiers,  who 
iiad  been  as  much  dilimguillied  by  their  bravery,  as  they  now 
were  by  their  misfortunes. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame  fpirit  of  Honour  and  go* 
nerofity  which  influenced  the  condu£l  of  their  General,  in 
forming  and  executing  the  Convention  with  the  Bntifh  Com- 
mander, docs  not  appear  to  have  actuated  the  American  Cor*, 
grefs  in  their  after  conduA  to  the  furrendered  army.  They 
not  only  failed  to  perform  what  the  fpiril  of  the  Convention 
kcnied  to  require  j  but  appeared  to  forget  what  was  due  to 
the  oihcer,  who  had  conduced  their  arms  to  vidory  and  fuc- 

cefs. 

•  See  Not«  *6i. 
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GcCk  What  renders  this circumftance  the  more  remarkable  is, 
that,  on  other  trying  occafions,  this  boiiy  of  men  had  condu^l* 
sd  themfelfes  with  wifdons  fortitodc*  and  pidiitf • 

A  NARRATIVE  OF  THE  CONJUNCT  EXPEDITION 
AGAINST  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Thb  annaiiient»  under  die  command  of  their  Exeellenciea 
Vtce •Admiral  Lord  Viicownt  Hove  and  General  Sir  William 

Howe,'  failed  from  S.uulv  Hook  on  the  23d  of  July  ;  and  on 
the  31ft,  arrived  oiF  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  Having 
been  informed,  that  the  rebels  had  contrived  to  obftrud  the 
mTigation  of  that  rtter,  hf  obftaclea  which  could  not  without 
much  difficulty  be  remored,  his  Lordihip  and  the  General 
chofe  the  circuitous  courfe  of  faiUng  a  confiderable  way  up  the 
great  Bay  of  Cheiapeaky  of  entering  the  river  £lk»  and  en- 
deafouring  to  make  good  the  landing  of  the  army  near  the 
bead  of  that  ftieam  }  which  would  bring  it  (UU  nearer  to  Phi* 
ladelphb.  The  fleet  accordingly  made  fail  for  the  Cfaefapealc4 
but  unfortunately  did  not  enter  It  until  the  1 4th  of  Auguii, 
having  been  muc}i  retarded  by  calms  and  contrary  winds.  Oil 
the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  the  Roebuck,  Captain  Hamond, 
joined  the  Admiral  1  and  aa  be  bad  acquired  a  corre^  know* 
Jcdge  of  the  intended  navigation,  the  Liverpool  was  ordered 
into  the  (lation  of  the  Roebuck,  and  he  was  dire^ed  to  fiiperia- 
lend  the  pilotage  of  the  fleet* 

On  the  i5tb,  the  fleet  anchored  within  the  Capea  of  the 
Chefapeak :  and  on  the  T6th,  weighed  and  ftood  up  the  bay. 
On  the  lame  day,  the  Sphynx  took  a  brig  i rum  Janice  river, 
with  a  hundred  and  fifty  hogflieads  of  tobacco,  which  the 
Vico-Admiral  generouily  allowed  to  be  given  to  the  failora  of 
the  fleet. 

On  the  22d,  the  fleet  anchored  between  the  Safafras  and 

1  Ik  rlvors  :  and  on  the  23d,  the  Admiral  and  General,  attend- 
ed by  other  oiliccrs  of  rank,  were  employed  in  reconnoitring 

the 

•  Set  Not<  6?. 
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the  nHjacent  C0Jifl§,  nnd  fixed  on  the  l^th  for  landing  the 
arniv,  on  the  northern  Ih'  rc  of  tlic  Jilk  river. 

The  plan'  fixed  for  efie^ing  this  was,  that  while  the  larger 
Ihips  of  virar  ihould  remain  at  anchor^  the  debarkation  of  the 
troops  fliould  he  made  in  five  divlfions,  each  employing  a* 
many  fla|-bottomed  boats  as  coukl  be  landed  with  regularity  at 
cne  time;  This  fervicei  together  with  the  difpofition  of  the 
hovering  lhip»}  the  arrangement  of  the  hoatSf  and  all  other 
etrcumftanccs  relating  to  it,  was  intniftied*  to  Captain  Henry 
Diincnn,  with  t!ie  proper  navv  officers  under  him.  The  Roe- 
buck, Apollo>  Sphynx,  Vigilant,  Senegaiy  and  Swift,  were 
appointed  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops :  and  on  the  nomw 
ang  of  the  day  appointed,  the  flat-hoats,  with  the  inDiotry  of 
the  (iril  iliviliun,  avlv.inccd  up  tlic  Lll.,  .nid  were  followed  in 
fucceffion  by  the  tranfports  of  the  fecond  and  third.  The 
other  tranfports,  with  the  remaining  divt(ionS|'  were  aUb  or* 
dered  forward ;  and>  in  the  eourfe  of  the  day,  the  v^k^  army, 
with  the  necefiary  proportion  of  artillery  and  Acres,  was  com- 
pletely difembarked.  As  the  rebels  had  no  forces  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  the  nrmy  wns  Jandcd  oppofite  to  Cecil  Court* 
boafci  and  ahout  fix  miles  from  Turkey*pointy  without  oppoOtioo. 

Sir  William  Howe  was  informed,  that  General  Waftiinglon 
with  his  army  was  encamped  behind  Brandy^^  Licxk,  witii 
an  advanced  corps  on  White-clay  creek,  and  lhat  his  whole 
force  amounted  to  near  twenty  thoufand  men»  On  the  27th9 
he  iflued  a  proclamation,  offering  prote^^ion  to  all  who  had 
jiot  talcen  up  arms  i-ainft  the  King's  authority  j  inciting,  by 
alTuranccs  01  pardon,  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  rebellion  to 
return  to  their  duty;  and  entreating  the  peaceable  inhabitants 
to  remain  quietly  at  their  dwellings ;  declaring,  that  they  had 
no  caufe  to  fear  any  moleftation  from  his  troi>ps. 

On  the  28th,  the  General  moved,  with  the  grcatefl  part  of 
his  army,  in  two  coluians,  and  encamped  at  ]£lk-head.  One 
of  the  columns  marched  from  the  landing  place  by  the  wefteni 
iide  of  the  river.  He  left  a  corps,  confiding  of  three  brigade^ 
encamped  under  General  Knyphaufcn,  at  the  place  of  dcbarka- 
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tton,  and  one  brigade  in  commumcatioii  between  the  twa 

camps. 

This  Oi^rcr,  with  the  corps  under  his  onhr-.,  was  dirtffbcd 
cn  the  23d  of  September  to  join  the  army,  when  Sir  William 
Howe  divided  it  into  two  columns  \  the  command  of  one  of 
which  was  given  to  Ueutenant-General  Earl  Cornwallis,  andoC 
the  other  to  IJcutcnant-General  Knyphaufcii.  A  corps,  con- 
Ming  of  fix  battailous,  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Elk-head, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Grantj  to  pvefeire  the 
communication  with  the  fleet.   The  annj  moved  forward,  and 

joined  at  Pcncader,  a  place  fitnated  four  miles 
to  the  caflward  of  the  Elk,  on  the  road  to  Chrifticn  hridgc.  On 
this  day's  march}  the  HelTian  and  Anfpach  chafleurS)  with  the 
fecond  battalion  of  light-infantry,  who  were  at  the  head  o£ 
£arl  Comwallis'a  column,  fell  in  with  a  ehofen  corps  of  the 
rebels,  conriflinjy  of  a  thoufand  nu-n,  ndvantageoufly  poftcd 
in  the  woods,  and  attacked  and  defeated  tlicm,  with  the  lofs 
of  only  two  oihcers  wounded,  and  three  privates  killed  and 
nineteen  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  much  more 
con 6dcT able  :  they  had  upwarJsi  of  hhy  men  killed,  and  many 
iuore  wounded. 

On  the  6th,  Captain  Duncan,  who  fuperintendcd  the  naval 
department,  having  deftroyed  fuch  veflels  and  ftores  as  could 
not  be  removed  from  the  head  of  the  Elk,  Major-General  Grant 
kfl  that  Itation,  ami  joined  the  army.  On  the  tJth,  the  whole 
army  marched  by  Newark,  on  the  road  leading  from  Newport 
to  Lancafter,  and  encamped  that  evening  in  the  townfhip  of 
HolLeflen,  where  General  Waflungton  had  taken  pod,  havingr 
his  kft  to  Chrittien  creek,  and  liia  front  covered  by  Red-clay 
creek. 

in  this  (ituation,  the  two  armies  were  only  four  miles  aik 
funder :  but  early  in  the  night  of  the  8th,'  the  enemy  decam  p- 
ed, marched  by  the  LaiiCwitcr  road  from  Wflminj^ton,  and 
ibout  ten  o'clock  tlie  next  morning  crollld  13randywine  creek 
at  Chad's  ford,  taking  poll  on  the  heights  on  the  eaftem  fide 
of  dut  river* 

As 
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mencement  of  the  attack,  the  enemy  made  their  efcape.  A 
total  overthrow  of  their  army  might  probably  have  been  achiev- 
ed, if  there  Ii.ul  remained  but  ;i  fingle  hour  more  of  d a v- light. 

As  the  event  of  General  Knyphaufen's  attack  was  not  known 
before  it  was  dark,  the  third  brigade  was  not  brought  into 
action,  but  kept  in  referve,  in  the  rear  of  the  fourth  brigade : 
and  during  the  en^.  gemcnt  no  opportunity  of  employing  the 
cavalry  occurred.  Lieutenant-Gcncral  Knyphaufen,  as  had 
been  prcvioufly  concerted,  kept  the  enemy  amufcd  in  the  courfc 
of  the  day,  by  placing  cannon  fo  as  to  lead  them  to  (ufpeCl, 
that  he  meant  to  force  tliongh  he  did  not  really  intend  to  pafe 
the  lord,  until  tlie  attack  upon  the  enemy's  right  fliould  com- 
mence. Accordingly,  when  it  began,  Major-General  Grant 
erofled  with  the  fourth  and  fifth  regiments :  and  the  fourth  re- 
giment^  paffing  lirfl:,  drove  the  enemy  from  an  intrenchment 
and  battery  ;  and  took  from  them  three  brafs  field-pieces,  and 
a  five  and  hulf  inch  howitzer,  which  had  been  placed  there  to 
command  the  ford.  The  rebels,  after  this  work  was  carried, 
made  little  ftand  on  that  fide :  and  when  the  guards  appeared 
on  their  l  igl  .t  flank,  their  retreat  became  general ;  butdarknefs 
coming  on,  before  Lieutensnt-Gcncral  Knyphaufea's  coips 
could  reach  tiie  heights,  the  aclioii  ceaf^^d. 

The  infurgents,  who  had  at  lead  fifteen  thoufand  men  en- 
gaged in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  retreated  with  great  precipita- 
tion :  part  of  their  army  retired  to  Chcfter,  where  it  remained 
tint  night ;  but  the  greater  body  did  not  Hop  until  it  reached 
rhiiadelphia.  Their  lofs  in  this  adHon  was  very  confiderable 
in  officers  killed  and  wounded  \  they  had  alfo  about  three  hun- 
dred men  killed,  fix  hundred  wounded,  and  near  four  hundred 
made  prifoiurs.  The  Brltifli  army  loft  very  few  ofiicers,  and 
none  of  a  higher  rank  than  a  Captain :  cigh;y  men  were  killed, 
and  about  four  hundred  wounded.f 

The  army  lay  this  night  on  the  field  of  battle :  and  on  the 

I2th, 

*  Captain  (now  Colonel)  Jamrs  MoocrieOe,  of  the  Coipt  of  £cg 
at  a  guide  to  (he  4th  rcgaxient  when  it  paffcd  the  ford. 

\  Sec  Kou  68. 
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t2th,  Major-General  Grant,  with  the  firft  and  fecond  brigade 
marched  to  Concord.  On  the  1 3th,  he  wis  joined  by  the  light- 
infantry  and  Britifli  grenadiers,  under  Lord  Cornwallis ;  anct 
then  proceeded  to  Afhtown,  within  five  miles  of  Chefter.  Sit 
William  Howe,  on  the  fame  day,  detached  the  71ft  regiment 
to  Wilmington,  where  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  works  both 
to  the  land  and  to  the  river,  in  the  laft  of  which  works  they 
hiid  fcven  pieces  of  cannon.  Thefe  works  they  evacuated,  and 
Major  M*Donncll  took  poiTcflTion  of  the  place  without  oppofi- 
tion,  and  made  Mr.  M*Kinley,  the  new  appointed  Prefident  of 
the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  his  prifoner. 

On  the  14th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Loos,  with  the  combined 
battalion  of  Rhall's  brigade,  efcorted  the  fick  and  wounded  to 
Wilmington,  where  the  battalion  of  Mirbach  was  fent  on  the 
following  day.  The  army  moved  on  the  i6th,  in  two  columns, 
towards  Golhcn.  Having  received  intelligence  upon  the  march, 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  upon  the  Lancafter  road,  and 
trithin  five  miles  of  Goflicn,  Sir  William  Howe  determined 
immediately  to  attack  them,  and  gave  orders  for  both  co- 
lumns to  puHi  on.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  diredled  to  take  his 
route  by  Gofhen  meeting-houfe,  and  Lieutenant-General  Knyp- 
haufen  by  the  road  to  Donningtown  :  but  a  violent  fall  of  rain 
fctting  in,  and  continuing  the  whole  day  and  night  without  in- 
tcrmilTion,  the  intended  attack  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

The  firfl  light-infantry,  at  the  the  head  of  Earl  Cornwallis's 
column,  meeting  with  a  party  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guard, 
ibout  a  mile  beyond  GoOien,  defeated  them,  killing  twelve, 
ind  wounding  more,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  Nearly  about 
the  fame  time,  the  chafTeurs,  at  the  head  of  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Knyphaufcn's  column,  fell  in  with  another  of  the  enemy's 
parties,  of  which  they  killed  an  olTicer  and  five  men,  and  took 
four  officers  prifoners,  with  the  lofs  of  three  men  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  thus  apprifed  of  the  approach  of  the  army, 
ticcampcd  immediately  with  the  utmo(l  precipitation  ;  marched 
the  whole  nig!:t  of  the  i6th,  and  got  in  the  morning  of  the 

VOL.  IV.  R  follow- 
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following  day  to  the  YeHowr Springs,  haTing  all  dieir  imall  am* 

munition  damaged  by  the  exceffivc  r-iin. 

hi  the  evening  of  the  I7th»^  the  two  columns  encamped  near 
each  other  on  the  Lancaftcr  road.  On  the  iSth^  they  joined 
on  that  road  at  the  White  Horfe,  and  marched  to  Truduinii* 
From  that  place^  the  General  fent  a  detachment  of  light-m- 
fantry  to  Valley  Forge  upon  the  SchuylkiU,  where  the  enemy 
had  a  variety  of  (lores,  and  a  conGderable  magazine  of  floor: 
and  the  next  day,  by  his  orders^  z  confidcrable  body  of  troops 
took  poft  there. 

The  enemy  crofTed  tlie  Schuylkill  on  the  i^th  above  French 
creek,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  011  each  fide 
of  Ferkyomy  creek ;  from  which  General  WaOiington  detach* 
cd  troops  to  an  the  fords  on  the  Schuylkill,  placing  cannon  at 

Swedc'^  ford  aiul  tlic  foi'ds  bcluvv\ 

Having  received  intelligence  that  General  Wayne  was  lying 
at  about  three  miles  diiiance  in  the  woods»  in  the  rear  of  the 
lefl  wing  of  the  army,  with  a  corps  of  fifteen  bundled  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  Sir  William  Howe  detached  Major- 
General  Grey,  late  at  night  on  tlie  20th,  with  the  fecond  light- 
infiantry,  the  4 2d  and  44th  regiments,  to  furprife  this  corps; 
and  that  fervice  was  efledted  in  the  completed  manner*  That 
the  enemy  might  have  no  notice  of  their  approach  by  the  report 
of  arms,  General  Grey  gave  orders,  that  his  detachment  fhould 
not  load  their  mufquets ;  and  marching  his  men  with  the  great- 
eit  fiknce,  he  gained  the  enemy's  left  by  one  o'ckx:k.  He 
forced  their  out-fentries  and  piquets  by  the  bayonet  only,  and 
rulhing  in  upon  thtir  encampment,  directed  by  the  iigla  of 
their  fires,  he  killed  and  wounded  not  lefs  than  three  hundred 
<m  the  fpot,  and  made  between  feventy  and  eighty  prifoners» 
including  feveral  officers*  He  alio  took  the  greater  part  of  their 
arms,  and  eight  waggons  loaded  with  baggage  and  florcs. 
Upon  the  firft  alarm,  the  cannon  were  carried  off ;  and  ihc 
remainder  of  this  corps  owed  their  fafety  only  to  the  d;irk!iefii 
of  the  night*  Nothing  could  eiceed  the  good  condud  of  Ge- 
neral Ciey  on  tUs  occaCon »  aqd  his  detachment  alfo  behaved 
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with  the  greateft  gallantry :  they  loft  in  this  attack^  one  Cap 

taui  .iriii  tlr.  jc  jiuii  killed,  and  four  men  wounded. 

Ou  the  2 1  It,  the  army  moved  to  Valley  Forge,  and  encamp^ 
cd  upon  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill^  extending  from  Fatland 
ford  to  French  creek.  The  enemv,  upon  this  movement,  quit'* 
ted  their  pofition  -y  and  iii  liic  cvciuug  of  tins  day,  marched  off 
towards  Portigrove. 

General  Howe,  having  explored  the  banks  of  the  SchnylkiU^ 
ordered  the  grenadiers  and  light-infantry  of  the  guards,  on  the 
aftcrjioon  of  the  22d,  to  crofs  that  river  at  F.uhad  ford,  and  to 
take  poil :  and  looii  after  that,  he  directed  the  chafleurs  to  crofs 
at  Gordon's  fordj  oppolite  to  the  left  of  the  line  j  and  alfo  to 
take  poft*  The  army  was  put  in  motion  at  midnight  i  the  van 
guard  was  led  by  Lord  Comwallis  5  and  the  whole  crofTed  the 
river  at  Fatland  fnrd  wiihout  oppofition.  Major-General  Grant, 
who  commanded  tlic  rear  guard  with  the  baggage,  joined  them 
before  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d ;  when  they  were 
encamped  in  a  very  ftrong  pofition,  on  the  Monatomy  road, 
with  their  left  to  ihc  Scuylkill,  and  SroJiy-run  in  tlieir  front. 
The  General  detached  the  fecond  battalion  of  hght-infantry  to 
Swede^s  ford  \  and  on  its  approach,  a  fmall  party  of  the  enemy 
quitted  the  pbce,  leaving  fix  pieces  of  iron  cannoii  behind 
tliem. 

Ou  the  25th,  the  army  marched  in  two  columns  to  German* 
town,  about  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  there  encamped* 
Lord  Comwallis,  with  the  Bruiih  grenadiers  and  two  battalions 
of  Heffian  grenadiers,  took  pofleflion  of  Philadelphia  next  morn- 
ing. His  Lordfliip  gave  orders  immediately  to  ereci  three  bat- 
teries,  for  fix  medium  twelve  pounders  and  four  howitzers, 
to  a6l  againft  any  of  the  enemy's  (hipping  and  craft  that  might 
approach  the  town.  Thefe  batteries  were  not  finifiied  on  the 
27th,  uhcii  two  frigates,  a  number  of  gallics,  gondolas,  and 
other  armed  vedels,  came  up  from  Mud  llland,  ^nd  attaeked 
the  lower  battery  of  two  gune  and  two  howitzers*^  Unkv^gfilk 
frigate,  called  the  Delaware,  anchored  within  Sire,  Jifuidicd 
yards  of  the  battery,  and  the  other  frigate  fomewhat  more 
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diftafit ;  the  gallics,  gondolas,  and  ottier  Teflels^  taking  then* 
rcfpeclivc  ftations  as  they  could  h\\n<y  tlicir  guns  to  bear.  About 
ten  in  the  morning,  they  began  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  the 
ffown  as  aa  the  battery  \  but  the  tide  ebbingi  the  Delawarer 
grounded ;  upon  which,  l^e  (bvr  battalion  guns  of  the  gtena* 
ciitrs,  which  had  been  broughr  to  bear  upon  her  to  the  greatcft 
advantage^  did  fuch  execution,  that  in  a  (hort  time  ihc  ilruck. 
her  colours,  and  was  boarded  and  taken  by  the  marine  com* 
pany  of  Isght-infantryy*  commanded  by  Captain  Aveme. 

Brigadier.  General  Ctcavland,  who  attended  the  batteries  in 
pcrlon,  feeing  the  cfFe£t  of  the  battalion  guns  upon  the  Dele- 
ware,  turned  the  dire£lton  of  his  fire  to  the  fmaUer  frigates  and 
ifimd  veilels.  This  forced  aU  of  themt  excepting  a  fchooner, 
that  was  difabfed  and  driven  on  ihore,  to  return  to  their  formet 
ftatlons,  under  the  protcflion  of  the  fort.  Tho  fort  had  two 
Aoating-batterics,  in  the  manner  of  hulks,  of  confidcr^ble 
ftttligA,  befides  three  ranges  of  funken  machines,  which  thef 
called  ebevauk  it frife^  to  obftrtt£lr  the  paflage  of  the  river;  and 
the  loweft  row  was  three  miles  below  ihc  iui  r. 

Whilft"  thefe  operations  were  conducted  upon  land,  the 
ieel  under  X^oid  Howe,  after  havhig  diiembarked  the  troops, 
with  all  the  appuitenances  of  the  army,  remained  at  anchor  in 
the  Chefapeak,  near  the  mouth  of  the  riVer  Elk,  until  the  13111 
of  September',  when,  on  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy's  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Brandywine,. 
his  Lbrdfliip  determined  to  move  round  with  the  fleet  to  a  pro-- 
per  anchorage  in  the  Delaware,  having  previouily  difpatched 
thither  Captain  Hamond,  in  the  Roebuck,  wiih  the  Pearl, 
Liverpool,  and  Camilla  frigates,  to  as  occafion  might  oiicr^ 
in  ftipport  of  Sir  William  Howe's  operations. 

The  progvefs  of  the  fleet  dowir  the  bay  was  much  retarded' 
by  the  itate  of  the  weather,  aiul  by  the  intricacy  of  the  naviga- 
tion, which  does  not  admit  of  vefTels  continuing  under  fail  in 
the  night.    Although  they  failed  fsom  the  mouth  of  the  Elk  ob- 
tlit  T4th,  it  was  therefore  the  23d  before  they  tould  clear  the 
Capes  of  Vurgioia.    His  Lordlhip,  leaving  the  gieated  part  of 
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the  ieet  there,  vnder  the  care  of  Captain  Griffith  of  the  Non« 
fuch,  with  orders  to  follow  him,  pufhcd  forward  to  the  Delaware 
in  the  fiagle,  witli  the  Ifis  and  Vigilant,  and  a  fmall  divifion  of 
the  iranfpoTts,  having  on  board  foch  articles  of  provifions  and 
military  (lores  as  were  likely  to  be  fooneft  wanted  for  die  annyv 
After  meeting  wiili  very  tempcfLUous  weather,  he  arrived  in 
that  river  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  October;  and  the  diviiioa 
of  the  fleet»  under  Captain  Gri£thy  joined  htm  two  days  after^ 
wards.   Lord  Howe  got  off  Chefter  on  the  6th.   The  Ihips  of 

vvar  .in. I  traofports  were  .iiichorcd  in  ihc  moii  convenient  fitua* 
tions  along  the  weftern  Hiore,  from  Newcaftle  down  towards 
Reedy  Iflandi  the  fquadron  under  Captain  Hamond  hanring 
moved  Ingher  up  the,  river  as  the  armj  advanced* 

The  enemy  had  beftowed  great  labour  in  rendering  the  ap- 
proach to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  by  water,  as  ditficult  and 
dangerous  as  poflible.  They  had  funk  two  ranges  of  wooden 
frames  acrofs  the  rhrer^  to  obftrn^  the  navigation  np  to  it^ 
and  to  defend  thefe,  they  had  ereded  a  ftrong  redoubt  on  the 
Jerfey  fliore,  at  a  place  called  Billing's  Point,  on  which  they 
had  mounted  fome  heavy  cannon  :  and  they  were  ftiU  employ* 
ed  in  adding  to  their  works.  They  bad  likewifc»  on  the  fame 
fide,  at  a  place  called  Red>bank«  a  ftrong  work,  on  which  they 
had  hca\v  ciiinon,  to  dLftr.cl  the  upper  range  of  frames;  as 
ai(b  another,  for  the  fame  puij)oley  on  Mud  lHandi  ^tuated 
near  to  the  Fenfylvanian  fhore. 

When  lying  off  Chefter,  Oqptain  Hamond,  of  the  Roebnck, 
reprefcntcd  to  Sir  William  Howe,  that  the  pofleilion  of  Billing's 
Foint  would  put  it  in  \m  power  to  command  the  lower  chevaux 
de  frife,  or  wooden  frames  *,  and  that  he  would  be  thereby 
enabled  to  remove  as  much  of  them,  as  would  give  a  firee  paf- 
fage  to  the  ihips  of  war  and  tran^orts  to  proceed  lugher  up 
the  river,  to  aiiiil  in  reducing  the  enemy's  forts,  and  in  tlc- 
(Iroying  their  naval  force.  On  the  29th  of  September,  incom- 
pliance with  this  advice,  die  loth  and  42d  regiments  were 
detached  againft  that  pbce,  under  the  command  cyf  Lieutenant- 
Culonci  Stirling,  who,  on  tlie  ftrll  of  October,  c rolled  the  river 
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mrith  this  corps  from  Chefter^  proceeded  to  Billing's  Poiot,  asd 
took  pofleilion  of  the  fortifications:  the  enemy's  garrifon,  which 

confided  of  three  hiiiidreci  men,  having  on  his  iipproach  cv\.cu^:- 
ed  them,  after  fp iking  the  canuou  and  fctting  fire  to  the  b^- 
racks. 

On  the  3d  of  0£^oher«  Sir  William  Howe  fent  the  23d  regi* 
snent  to  Philadelphia,  widi  orders  to  proceed  the  next  day  to 

Chcftcr,  whcic  tlicy  were  to  be  joincU  by  the  ioth  and  42d 
regiments  on  their  return  from  Billing's  Pointy  and  to  form  aa 
efcort  for  a  convoy  of  provifions  to  the  army. 

General  Waflitngton,  having  been  reinforced  with  fifteen 
huiulred  men  from  reck's-kill,  ,nij  one  thoufand  from  Virgiula, 
and  having  received  intelhgencc  of  the  reduced  ftate  of  the 
force  under  Sir  William  Howe,  from  the  detachments,  fent  to 
Philadelphia^  Jerfey,  and  other- places,  determined  to  attack 
him  in  his  prcfcnt  pofitlon,  before  tlicfe  corps  could  have  time 
to  rejoin  his  army.  This  meafure  was  fuddenly  adopted,  and 
conduced  with  great,  fecrecy,  in  the  hopes  of  furprifiog  th^ 
royal  army  in  their  camp  at  German*town,  about  fixteen  miles 
from  Skippach  creek,  behind  which  the  enemy's  army  was  then 
encamped.  Accordingly,  General  Wafliington  put  his  army 
in  motion,  at  fix  o^clock  in  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  06lober| 
and  proceeded  towards  German*town.  This  village  formsi  for 
two  miles,  one  continued  (Ireer,  which  the  line  of  the  Britifli 
encampment  crofi'ed  ;it  right  angles,  near  a  mile  from  the  head 
of  it>  where  the  fecond  battalion  of  light-infautry  and  the 
40th  regiment  were  pofted,  as  an  advanced  corps. 

The  Britiih  army  was  arranged  in  the  following  manner. 
Licutcnunt-General  Knyphaufen,  Major-Gcncrals  Stern,  Grey, 
and  Brigader-Geaeral  Agnew,  with  feven  BritiQi  and  three 
Heihan  battalions,  and  the  mounted  and  difmountcd  chafieurs, 
yretc  upon  the  left  of  the  village,  extending  to  the  Schuylkill^ 
with  the  chafTcurs  in  front. 

Major-General  Grant  and  Brigadier- General  Matthew,  with 
the  corps  of  guards,  fix  battalions  of  Britifli  and  two  fquadrons 
of  dragoons,  were  upon  the  right ;  the  firft  battalion  of  light* 
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infantry,  and  the  Queen's  American  RangerSp  being  advanced 
in  front  of  this  wing. 

At  tbree  o'clock  in  the  momtog  of  the  4th|  the  patrols  dif- 
enemy's  approach :  and  npon  their  communicating 
this  intelligence,  the  army  was  ordered  immediately  under  arms* 
The  weather  was  extremely  favourable  to  the  enemy,  who  were 
perfe^ly  well  acquainted  with  every  inch  of  the  ground  which 
their  opponents  occupied :  but  although  their  plan  of  attack;  ^ 
was  for  a  cenfiderable  time  concealed,  the  refiftance  of  the  ai^ 
failed  -pofts  of  the  Klng^s  troops  was  fovigonms  and  Ipirited, 
tfiat  before  any  general  merfmres  for  repelling  them  could  be 
determined  upon,  the  a£lion  was  at  an  end. 

The  enemy  began  the  battle  foon  after  day^break,  by  attack- 
ing the  fecond  battalion  of  light-infantry  and  the  40th  regiment, 
which  were  polled  at  the  head  of  the  village*  They  foftained 
die  attack  for  a  confideraUe  time-*,  Init  being  at  length  over- 
powered with  nund>ers,  all  of  them,  except  a  part  of  the  40th 
regiment,  retired  into  the  rilhigc,  whtrc  I.icutenant-Coloncl 
Mufgrave,  with  fix  companies  of  the  latter  corps,  threw  him- 
fclf  into  a  large  (lorehoufe  in  the  £aioe  of  the  enemy.  Though  ^ 
fanroonded  by  a  brigade  of  their  troops^  who,  aided  by  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  immediately  attacked  him,  be  mod  gallandy 
defended  it,  until  Major-General  Grey,  at  the  head  of  three 
battalions  of  the  third  brigade,  turning  his  front  to  the  village, 
and  fupported  by  Brigadier- General  Agnew,  who  corercd  his 
left  with  the  fourth  brigade^  by  a  vigorons  attack,  and  with 
great  flaoghter,  repnllcd  the  party  which  had  penetrated  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  town.  The  5th  and  5;di  regiments,  firom 
the  right,  engaging  them  at  the  fame  time  on  the  other  fide  o£ 
the  village,  completed  their  defeat  in  tliib  quarter. 

The  regiments  of  Du  Corps  and  Donop,  being  formed  to 
fupport  the  left  of  the  fourth  brigade,  and  one  battalion  of 
Heilian  grenadiers  in  the  tear  of  the  chafletirs,  were  not  engage 
ed.  The  precipitate  flight  of  the  enemy  prcrentcd  the  two  firft 
40ips  from  eiueiing  into  action  ;  and  ti»c  iLu.ccld  uX  the  chaf*- 
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feurf»  in  itpdJing  «11  efibrta  againil  them  <m  that  fidc»  pro* 
cittded  every  occafion  for  aid  from  the  latter. 

The  firft  battalion  of  light-infantry,  and  the  piquets  of  tlic 
line  in  front  of  the  right  wing,  were  engaged.  Soon  after  ili©  ■ 
attack  began  upon  the  head  of  the  viUagei  tlie  piquets  wero 
obliged  to  fall  back  i  bnt  the  light-infantry,  being  well  fiip-^ 
ported  by  the  4th  regiment,  fuilatned  the  aflault  widi  fnch  de« 
termined  bravery^  tiiat  the  enemy  could  make  no  imprefEon  on 
them. 

Two  eolamns  of  theAmerican  army  ivere  oppoGte  to  tli9 
guards  and  the  17th  and  aStb  regimenUy  who  formed  the  righi 

of  the  Britiih  line. 

About  the  time  when  Major-General  Grey  had  forced  the 
enemy  In  the  village^  Major*Gcneral  Grants  who  was  upon  the 
Tight,  moved  up  the  49th,  with  fotir  pieces  of  cannon,  to  the 

left  of  the  4th  regiment ;  and  then  advancing  v  ith  the  rig}.; 
wing,  the  enemy's  left  gave  way,  and  was  purfued  for  four  or 
$ve  miles  through  a  (Irong  country. 

Earl  Cavnwailis,  who  had  been  early  apprised  at  PhibdeU 
pihia  of  the  enemy's  approach,  pot  in  motion  two  battalions  of 
Britifh  and  one  of  Mcinan  preiuuliers,  vviil^  a  fqiiadron  of  dra<r 
goons*  Getting  to  r,erman-town,  jail  as  the  enemy  had  been 
foffoed  ont  of  the  viliage,  and  joining  Major* General  Grey,  he 
put  himfelf  atthe  head  of  the  troops^  and  followed  them  eight 
irrAcs  on  the  Sklppjch  roail ;  bur  they  ret:c:it.nl  wirli  fo  much 
expedition,  that  he  was  not  able  to  overt  ikc  thcni.  The  gre- 
nadiers from  Philadelphiat  who  were  full  of  ardour^  although 
they  ran  moft  of  the  way  to  German-town,  had  not  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  in  time  to  have  u  lli.:re  in  the  adion.  The 
country  in  general  was  fo  ilrongly  inclofed,  and  fo  much  of  it 
covered  with  wood,  that  none  of  the  Britiih  dragoons  had  an 
opportunity  of  charging  the  enemy,  except  one  fmall  detach* 
^ment  pofted  on  the  right,  which  difplayed  great  bravery. 

l.cfl  a  Britiili  oHIccr  Ihould  be  fufpecled  of  giving  a  partial 
account  of  this  battle,  1  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  reader  an 
extract  from  an  author^  who,  on  mod  occafions  where  the 
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Americans  are  concerned,  feems  to  hare  had  good  Infomationy 
and  who  is  not  a  littk  partial  to  their  caufe.    "  The  fog  is  fo 
greaCj  chat  at  times  you  cannot  fee  more  than  twenty  yards 
before  jroiii  and  frequently  not  more  th^n  fifty*   It  oecafion* 
the  American  parties  miftaking  each  for  the  enemy,  and 
**  prevents  their  obfcvviiig  the  true  fituation  of  the   I  iitn, 
Owing  hereto  in  a  great  mevifure,  the  A'^ericans  quit  every 
u  part  of  the  town  >  and  when  General  Grey  have  pafled  it, 
advances  with  the  Bntifli  right  wing  upon  their  lefti  they 
Icivc  the  ficM  huRllv  M\d  entirely,  in  fpite  of  every  effort 
that  can  be  made  to  rally  them.    Lord  CornwalHs  arrives 
**  with  a  fquadron  of  light  horfe,  jufl  in  feafon  to  join  in  the 
«*  purfuit.    Green,  with  his  own  and  Stephens^s  divtfion,  hap- 
pens  to  form  the  lall:  column  of  the  -  l treating  Amcricina. 
*'  Upon  coming  to  two  roads,  and  thinking  it  will  be  fafiift, 
and  may  prevent  the  enemy's  advancing  by  cither  fo  as  to  gee 
«  ahead  of  him»  and  that  the  diviiions  may  aid  each  other  upon 
occafion,  he  makes  one  divifion  on  the  one  road,  and  the 
fecond  on  the  other.    While  continuing  his  retreat,  Pulalki** 
<(  cavalry^  who  are  in  his  rear,  being  fired  upon  by  theenemyt 
«  ride  over  the  fecond  divi(ion>  and  throw  them  into  the 
^  mod  diforder,  as  they  know  not  at  fird  but  that  they  are  the 
♦*  Britifli  dragoons.  •  The  men  run  and  fcatter,  and  the  Gc- 
^<  neral  is  apprehenfive  that  he  ihall  lofe  his  artillery.    He  can» 
not  coUe£k  a  party  fuAcient  to  form  a  rear  guard»  till  he  hits 
upon  the  device  of  ordering  the  men  to  lay  hold  of  eacli 
"  others*  haiul^.    This  anfwers.    lie  colleQs  a  number,  and 
**  by  tlie  help  of  the  artillery  brings  <he  enemy  to  give  over  the 
purfuit,  after  having  continued  it  near  five  miles/'* 
The  enemy  retired  near  twenty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle, 
by  feveral  roads  towards  Perkyomy  creek,  where  they  continu- 
ed fome  days  colk£king  their  fcattered  troops,  and  then  took 
up  their  old  ground  upon  Skippach  creek. 

In  this  a£^ion,  they  had  upwards  of  two  hundred  men  killed, 
fifteen  hundred  wounded,  and  four  hundred  made  prifbners : 

among 
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vmrnig  the  latter,  fiftf^four  officers ;  and  among  the  formerf 
General  Nafh.   The  King's  army  had  about  one  hundred  men 

killed,  and  four  hundred  wounded :  among  the  former  was 
IjDt^aiiier-Gcncral  Agncw  and  Lieutcnnnt-Colonel  Birti,  both 
mod  defervedly  regretted  by  the  whole  army.  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Walcot»  who  behaved  with  the  greateil  braYery,  was 
flangerottflf  w<Ninded.f 

In  this  arduous  campaign,  the  behaTiour  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Britifli  army  was  iuch,  as  ilrcw  iron\  Sir  William 
Howe  the  highcfl  encomiums.  In  his  public  letrer  of  October 
loth,  he  fays»     in  thefe  feveral  engagements^  the  fuccefles 

attending  them  are  far  better  voucherft  than  any  words  can 
^  convey,  of  the  good  condn£k  of  the  General  Ofiicers,  and  of 
^  the  bravery  of  the  other  oncers  and  foldiers.  The  fitigues 
♦«  of  a  march  exceeding  one  hundred  nules,  fuprorted  with  the 

utmoil  cheertulnets  by  all  ranks,  without  tents,  and  with 

very  little  baggage,  will,  I  hope,  be  efleemed  as  convincing 

proofs  of  the  noble  fpirit  and  emulation  prevailing  in  the 

army  to  promote  his  Majefty's  fervice*** 

When  Lord  Howe  arrived  off  Chefter,  he  learned  that  the 
fqiiadron  of  frigates,  under  Captain  HamonLl,  were  at  anchor 
off  Billing's  Point ;  where  the  fortihcations  creeled  by  the  ene^ 
my  had  been  effectually  deftroyed,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stir- 
ling and  ^e  detachment  under  his  command.  This  had  en^ 
abled  the  Captain  to  exert  his  fmall  force,  with  unremitdng 
afliduity,  in  endeavouring  to  cut  a  paflage  for  iLips,  through 
the  firll  range  of  frames  or  ch^aux  de  frife.  The  enemy  had 
Tcpcaledly  attempted,  by  £re»raftSj  gallies»  and  other  crafty 
to  prevent  the  faccefe  of  his  operations  ;  but  without  doing  any 
material  injury  to  the  frigates.  By  a  great.deal  of  ievere  and 
difficult  labour,  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  which'  he  was 
cxpolcd  to  perpetual  danger,  he  at.  length  opened  a  channel  la 
the  river  fuihcient  for  the  large  (hips.  Thus  did  he  put  it  in  the 
power  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe,  to  purfue  the  proper 
mcafures  for  driving  the  enemy  from  the  remaining  fortified 

worksy 
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"works,  which  they  had  at  great  expence  erected,  for  dcfcncU 
tng  the  other  obftru^ions  to  the  navigation  up  the  Delavare 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  This  was  a  (ervice  of  the  laft  im^ 
portancc  ;  for  while  thefe  forts  were  in  poflelFion  oi  the  cncnu, 
the  neceifary  communication  between  hh  Majeity's  fleet  and 
army  was  in  a  great  mcafttre  prevented. 

Their  defences  conftfted  of  an  incloied  work  on  a  flat  muddy 
iflaiitl,  named  Fort  I  (land,  a  little  below  the  entrance  of  the 
Schuylkill,  ftrcngthened  by  four  biockhoufes ;  and  of  two 
floattng-baiteriee  of  nine  guns  each,  and  twelve  or  fourteen 
gallies  mounting  heavy  caimon,  befides  many  other  armed 
craft  of  leiTer  forces  and  feveral  iire-flitps.  Oppofite  to  tlus 
inland,  on  the  eaflern  fhore  at  Red-baiik,  above  Manto  creek, 
they  had  alfo  a  (Irong  redoubt^  with  conitderabie  outworks ; 
imder  the  guns  of  which^  their  water  force  occafionally  found 
proteflion. 

Iii  ihe  front  of  thefc  defences,  to  the  extent  of  half  a  mile 
or  more  below  the  iiland,  the  channel  is  contra<tied  to  about 
the  breadth  of  a  hundred  fathoms*  In  this  narrow  part,  icve* 
ral  rows  of  the  chevaux  de  frife  were  funk,  fo  as'  to  render  the 
paflage  of  (hips  impracticable  :  and  no  attempt  could  be  made 
to  remove  the  upper  range  of  thefe  frames,  or  otherwile  to^ 
clear  the  channel,  until  pofieihon  was  obtained  of  both  iides  of 
the  nver. 

For  this  purpofe,  Sir  William  Howe  ordered  fome  batteries 
to  be  ere(fled  on  the  weflern  ihore,  to  didodge  the  enemy  from 
Fort  Ifland :  and,  at  the  f  imr  time,  detached  Colonel  Donop, 
with  three  battalions  of  Uefiian  grenadiers,  the  regiment  of 
Mirbach,  and  the  infantry  chafleurs,  to  attack  the  enemy's  poll: 
at  Red-bank,  vvljere  they  hail  about  eight  hundred  men  in- 
trenched. On  the  21  ft  of  Ottober,  this  detachment,  tinder 
the  diredlion  of  Captain  Clayton,  crolled  the  Delaware  in  flat- 
boats  from  Philadelphia  to  Coopei^s  ferry,  which  lies  diredly 
cppoiuc  10  the  city.  'Ihc  Colonel  marched  a  few  miles  th.:;c 
day;  and  on  the  2 2d,  in  the  afternoon,  cnme  before  Red- 
t^ank.   He  immediately  made  the  bell  difpolition  of  liis  troops, 
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»nd  in  the  mofl:  gaUant  manner  led  them  on  to  the  aflau}t» 
They  carried  an  extenfive  outwork,  from  which  diey  drove  the 

enemy  into  an  interior  intrcnchmcnt,  which  could  not  be 
forced  without  ladders,  being  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  with  a 
parapet  boarded  and  fraifed*  After  repeated  attempts  to  dif- 
lodge  the  Americans,  they  were  obliged  to  defifl ;  having  fuf- 

taincJ  confiderabic  lols  in  oiTicers  2nd  men  in  the  attack,  and 
liaving  been  alfo  much  galled  by  tiie  doati^g-battcries  and 
galUes. 

In  this  alTauIty  Colonel  Donop  was  mortally  wounded :  Lieo- 

tenant-Colonel  Minningerode  was  alfo  wounded,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Linling.  After  collect- 
ing an  the  wounded  that  could  be  brought  offj  he  marched 
that  night  about  five  miles  to  Cooper's  ferry  i  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23  d,  returned  with  the  detachment  to  camp.* 

It  had  been  concerted,  that  the  fliips  of  war  fliould  co-operate 
in  the  forc-mcntioncd  attack  on  Red-bank-,  nrxl  for  this  purpofe, 
the  Vtce-Admiral  had  intended  that  the  Vigilant  ihouM  pais 
through  a  Iballow  and  very  confined  channel  between  Hog 
jHand,  (next  below  Fat  iHand)  and  the  Penfylvaniun  fliore  ;  and 
that  (lie  fhould  arrive  at  her  (lation,  fo  as  to  atl  upon  the  rear 
und  kaft  defenfible  part  of  the  work,  when  the  troops  fliould 
commence  their  aflault.  As  the  circumftances  of  the  naviga- 
tion, for  reafons  already  ftated,  rendered  it  impracticable  fur 
a  more  formidable  armament  to  advance  in  that  dire£lion,  a 
diverHon  was  propofed  to  be  made  at  the  fame  time  by  the  ad- 
vanced frigates,  together  with  the  Ifis  and  Augufta,  in  the 
eailem  or  main  channel  of  the  river.  This  was  intended,  both 
to  cnc^nf^r  the  nttcniion  of  the  enemy  at  Fou  iii^nd  and  at  RlU- 
bank,  and  to  r<.>nrain  the  motions  of  their  gallics  and  odicr 
armed  crafty  which  had  been  accuftomed^  on  difcovering  their 
danger  from  our  batteries  on  the  weftem  Ibote,  to  retire  under 
the  pu^t.wlion  01  the.:  ^u/.>  .ir  Rcd-b.iv."^., 

Tiic  wind  coiuiuucd  from  the  northward  for  feveral  fuccef- 
Hvc  dayS|  which  prevented  the  Vigilant  from  proceeding  to  her 
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dation  at  the  time  intended.  The  Augufta,  Roebuck,  Liver- 
pool, and  Pearl,  wtrc  ncvcTlhkfs  ordered,  on  the  22d,  to  go 
aboTC  the  firft  line  of  tlie  chevaux  de  frife,  that  they  might  be 
in  readtoefs  for  fuch  fenricc  as  they.ihould  be  abie  to  render^ 
when  Red'bank  (hould  lie  attacked.  Captain  Reynolds  being 
fenior  ofTtccTj  cunmianded  tlie  advanced  fquadron. 

As  fooii  as  it  was  perceived,  in  the  evening  of  the  2  2dy  a 
Kttle  before  the  clofe  of  day>  that  Colonel  Donop  had  begun  . 
his  attack  upon  Red-bank,  Captain  Reynolds  with  his  fquadron, 
(to  which  the  M^rhn  had  been  added)  flipped  their  aiKliors, 
and  advanced  as  they  iay»  with  the  ilood-tidc  to  fccond  the  at« 
tack  of  the  trooipSy  who  were  then  feen  to  be  warmly  engaged. 
Unhappily^  howereti  owing  to  a  change  in  the  natural  courfe 
f  1  iliL  river,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  obftruclions  in- 
duilrioufly  fixed  in  its  channel,  the  Auguda  and  Merlin  ground- 
edf  at  fome  diftance  below  the  fecond  line  of  the  chcvaux  de 
Irize :  and  the  frefli  wefterly  wind,  which  then  greatly  prevail- 
ed,  checking  the  rife  of  the  tide,  they  could  not  be  got  afloat 
on  the  lubfcquent  flood. 

The  frigates,  although  the  guns  of  the  enemy's  gallies  had 
for  fome  time  been  chiefly  pointed  at  them,  endeaToured  to  corn 
tinue  the  diveriion  tn  favour  of  the  detachment  from  the  army  ; 
hut  the  night  advanced^  and  as  the  troops  were  repulfcdj  the 
hring  ceafcd. 

The  23d  exhibited  an  a£live  fcene.  Soon  after  day-break^ 
the  enemy  perceiving  the  fiiuation  of  the  Augufta  and  Merlin, 

began  an  uitLcilant  lire  on  tJieni  from  their  works,  t!o.\llnc-bat- 
teries,  and  fhipping ;  but  fortunately,  by  their  keeping  too  much 
aloof  with  their  water  force,  no  part  of  which  was  brought 
nearer  than  random  ihot  diftance,  the  injury  which  it  did  was 
very  inconfiderable ;  and  by  the  alertnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  of- 
ficers and  Teamen,  who  left  the  tranfports  and  iliips  of  war, 
nnd  attended  in  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  the  efforts  of  four  firc- 
fltipSy  which  had  been  diiedled  againit  the  Auguila,  were  ten- 
dered ineflfe£(ttal. 

The  Ifis  was  at  this  time  warping  througli  between  the  lower 
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tberavz  ie  frlze.  Empty  tranfpoits  had  been  ordered  up  ffom 
the  fleet,  and  other  preparations  had  been  made  for  lightening 

the  Augulla,  when  by  fome  accident,  moft  probably  occafion- 
ed  by  the  wads  of  her  guns,  (he  took  fire  abaft»  and  the  flames 
^iiead  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  all  endeavours  to  extingtiifli 
them  were  ineffe^oah  The  men  were  therefore  taken  out  of 
her  except  a  few,  who  periflied  when  flie  bkw  up.  Among 
this  unfortunate  number  were  the  Second  Lieutenant  Baldock, 
the  Chaplain,  and  Gunner.  The  Tailors  difplayed  the  moil  re- 
folttte  exertions  in  refcuing  fo  many  of  the  crew  as  were  fated. 

When  the  deftni£^ion  of  the  Augufta  appeared  inevitable, 
the  Vice- Admiral  wa&  under  a  nccclTity  of  ordering  the  frigates 
to  withdraw,  tliat  they  might  be  fecured  from  the  effects  of  the 
explofion :  and  as  the  Merlin  could  not  be  reicued  from  that 
danger,  her  crew  were  commanded  to  leave  her,  aodtofethcr 
oa  lire.    The  Ifis  dropped  down  nearer  to  Billing's  Point. 

As  the  wind  continued  for  fome  time  to  prevent  the  Vigilant 
from  palling  up  the  river,  by  the  only  channel  that  was  then 
practicable,  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  works  on  Fort 
111  i!id,  both  tlic  feamen  and  land-forces  availed  thcmfelvcs  of 
this  opportunity,  to  prepare  both  for  olTcnhve  and  defenfive 
operations.  While  the  army  were  bufied  in  ere£king  batterieSf 
and  in  getting  all  things  in  readinefs  for  the  attack  of  Fort 
liland,  a  detachment  of  the  officers  and  feamen  of  the  ihips  of 
>var  ami  tranfports,  under  the  conduct  of  Captain  Duncan  of 
tlic  £agle,  was  employed,  witli  unremitting  fatigue  and  j)erfe- 
verance,  in  conveying  provifions,  artillery,  and  (lores,  to  the 
river  Schuylkill,  between  Fortifland  and  the  Penfylvanlan  (bore. 
Jjix  iweniy-fDur  pounders  from  the  Eagle,  aiui  iour  tliiriy-two 
pounders  from  the  Somcrfct,  with  the  requifite  proportions  of 
ammunition,  were  removed,  and  mounted  on  difierent  batteries 
ere£led  by  order  of  Sir  William  Howe.  Owing  to  a  variety  of 
difficulties,  which  occurred  in  conftru£iing  thcfe,  on  ground 
very  unfavourable  for  fuch  operations,  they  could  not  be  open« 
ed  till  the  loth  of  November.  The  wind  at  la  ft  proving  fair, 
on  the  15th  of  that  momh|  the  Vigilant  armed  (hip,  carrymg 
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fixteen  tventy*£our  poundeny  an4  a  hulki  wtth  three  twenty** 
foQT  pounders,  commanded  by  Lieotenant  Botham  of  the  £agle» 

got  up  to  the  fort,  through  ihc  cliriiinLl  between  Province  ami 
Uog  i Hands  j  and,  aiFiiled  by  the  Roebuck,  Pearly  Liverpool^ 
and  ComwallU  galley,  and  fome  fmaller  armed  TefleU,  did  very 
great  fenrice  againft  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  Ifis,  being 
pliced  a.^  auv'.^iiitageouOy  as  the  circamftanccs  of  the  n.n-ii;  uioa 
of  the  cailcrn  channel  would  permit,  performed,  againit  the 
fort  and  gallies,  important  fervtces^  which  refle^ed  great 
honour  and  credit  on  Captain  Cornwallis  and  his  well-difciplin^ 
cd  crew.  Though  the  Somcrfct  could  not  be  brought  fo  far 
up  the  river  as  the  Ifis,  and  it  required  much  caution  to  get 
her  info  a  (lation  in  which  ihe  could  be  ufeful,  her  gun&  had  a 
powerful  effe£fc  \xpon  the  enemy.  Belides  the  fort,  and  its 
contiguous  batteries  and  blockhoufes,  two  floating-batteries,, 
(evcnteen  gallics  .u  nic  1  veflels,  and  a  battery  of  heavy  can- 
non on  the  Jerfcy  (bore,  incciiantly  played  upon  the  befiegers^ 
who  withftood  this  terrible  cannonade  with  the  mod  determine 
ed  refolution.  But  when  the  (hips  of  war,  with  the  Vigilant 
jiivl  the  hulk,  began,  in  conjun£bion  with  the  land  batteries,  to 
open  theii  hre  upon  the  enemy,  they  did  fuch  execution,  as  to 
convince  them  fpecdily,  that  all  their  efforts  to  fare  the  place 
would  be  inefie^  uaL  Dreading  the  confequences  of  an  afiault, 
they  evacuated  Fort  Idand  in  the  night  of  the  15th  :  and  the 
grenadiers  of  the  guards  took  poireilion  of  it  at  day-break  ou 
the  1 6th.* 

Sir  William  Howe  ezprriTed,  on  this  occafion,  great  fati^s- 
fa^ion  with  the  behaviour  of  the  troops  under  his  command  : 

and  in  his  letters  to  Europe,  declared  his  fenfe  of  the  arduous 
fervices  fo  checriuiiy  performed  by  tlie  naval  Commanders, 
o&cers,  and  fcamen,  whofe  gallantry  had  contributed  (b  much 
to  the  reduction  of  the  enemy*s  works. 

The  free  accefs  which  the  infurgents  had  to  their  fort,  by 
means  of  their  water  force,  ferved  iu  no  iniail  degree  to  pro- 
tradk  its  defence.   It  enabled  them,  when  any  of  their  guns 

were 
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were  rcuJcrccI  ufilcfs,  to  replace  ihcr.i  by  found  ones  during 
the  night ;  fo  tliut,  in  tiie  morning,  their  lire  was  as  complete 
as  if  no  fuch  accident  bad  occurred :  and  it  pot  it  in  tlicir 
powefy  fo  frequently  to  relieve  the  garrifon  by  frefli  troops 
from  the  Jerfcy  (horc,  as  to  divide  the  fatigues  of  the  ficgc 
among  their  whole  army. 

Their  loft  in  this  confli£l,  amounted  to  near  four  hundred 
men  killed  and  wounded ;  whereas  the  lofs  of  the  King's  forces* 
by  fea  and  land,  was  only  thirteen  killed  and  thiity  wounded. 

During  thefc  tr^iiuclions,  the  General  received  the  difagrcc- 
anle  intelligence  of  the  unfortunate  conciuQon  of  the  operations 
of  the  northern  army,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant^ 
General  Burgoyne ;  which  diftrefled  him  exceedingly.  As 
all  thoughts  of  co-operation  with  that  army  were  now  at  ai. 
end,  he  rcfolved  to  fecure  the  free  navigation  of  theDelawarc^ 
and  to  reduce  the  fort  at  Red-bank,  before  any  remforcemcnt 
from  General  Gates  could  join  General  Wafliington  $  as  fuch 
;i  junction  might  prevent  him  from  attempting  thefe  operations^ 
by  oblig'mg  him  to  keep  his  whole  force  in  Penfylvania.  He 
therefore  detached  a  corps  to  Chefler»  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Comwallis,  who  were  landed  on  the  ipth  at&ilfing-port ; 
-wliere  they  ,were  joined  by  a  corps  under  Major-Gencral  Sir 
Thomas  Wilfon,  having  witli  him  Brigadier-Generals  Leflic 
:tnd  Pattiibn,  who  had  arrived  a  few  days  before  from  New 
York. 

Ilts  Lordfliip  having  made  the  neceflary  arrangements, 

n^irched  to  attack  the  enemy  intrenched  at  Red-bank.  Upon 
his  approach,  they  fpiked  their  cannon,  evacuated  the  pott, 
and  retired  to  Mount  Holly ;  where  they  joined  a  corps  of  ob* 
fervation  detached  from  thetr  main  army,  and  encamped  at 
White  Marfli.  His  Lordfliip  found  here  a*  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  ftore*^:  f  and  having  dcmoiillied  the  imrenchments,  he 
returned  with  his  corps  by  Gloucciieron  the  and  rejoin* 
ed  the  army  at  Philadelphia* 
The  enemy's  Clipping,  having  now  no  longer  any  protedion 

from 
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from  dicir  £orts»  endeavoured  to  make  their  efcape  up  the  river. 
A  (hiportwo^  and  fevcral  of  their  gaUies,  on  the  night  of  the 
19th,  which  proved  very  favourable  for  fuch  a*de(ign,  pa  fled 

by  the  town  of  Phihdelphiii  unperceived.  '  The  rLpn  uiidcr  of 
their  nival  force  made  tlie  fame  attempt  011  the  iitght  of  the 
20th  $  but  being  difcoveiedf  thejr  were  intercepted  hf  the 
Delaware  fngate,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Watt  of  the  Roe« 
buck,*  who  attacked  them  with  fuch  vigour,  that  only  three 
or  four  of  their  gallics  cilVcted  theit  efcape.  The  reft  were 
obliged  to  fall  down  the  river  to  tlieir  old  Itntion.  Finding  it 
impoi&ble  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifli,  the  rebels  fet 
fife  to  their  whole  fleet,  which  then  confifted  of  two  sebeques^ 
the  two  fluatiHg  batteries,  and  fcver.il  fhips,  befides  fire  veflcis, 
and  other  fmall  craft,  amounting  in  ail  to  leventeen  tn  number. 
The  forts  and  ihipping,  which  had  hitherto  protected  the 
obftades  to  the  navigation  of  the  river*  being  now  difmantled 
or  dellroyed,  fucli  openings  were  made  in  the  difterent  ranges 
of  funken  frames,  as  admitted  the  imall  fliips  of  war  to  anchor 
off  the  town,  and  the  tranfports  and  iloreihips  to  lie  alongfi<Ae 
the  quays  of  Philadelphia  i  this  was  of  the  gfeateft  ferrtce  to 
the  army,  which  ftill  kept  the  field. 

General  Walliington,  having  received  a  reinforcement  of  four 
dK>ufand  men  mcl  fome  artillery  from  the  northern  rebel  army, 
drew  near  to  Philadelphiai  and  encamped  at  White  Marfh*  Sir 
William  Howe,  therefore,  put  his  army  in  motion  on  the  4th 
cf  December,  aiui  next  nu>i  iiing  took  poll  on  Chefnut-hill,  in 
front  of  tlie  riglit  of  the  enemy.  »>oon  after  this,  they  fent  a 
'Corps  of  at  leaft  a  thoufand  men,  to  attack  Lieutenant  •Colonel 
Abercrombie,  who  was  polled  in  front  of  the  Britifh  line  with 
two  battalions  of  ligiii-infaniry  j  but  the  iuiuigents  were  fo  im- 

voL.  IV.  s  mediately 

*  Limenant  Jmm  Watt  had  hccn  ap]kDinted  to  tUe  cammaod  of  the  Behn 
mwn,  hj  CaftMM  Hamond,  hefore  Iiord  Howe  arrived  from  Chefapcak  bay  ; 
•nd  btt  Lordibip  was  fo  well  pleafrd  with  hi»  behaviour*  that  he  contioved  him 
in  the  command^  and  took  the  Delaware  into  the  fcrvicc  an  armed  (htp. 
Captain  Watt,  a  few  years  after,  loft  hit  life  tn  the  fenrice  of  his  country  in  the 
laft  Indks,  being  tJien  Captain  of  the  Sultan  of  74  Z^^*' 
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mediately  routed  by  the  firft  onfet  of  the  feconJ  li  ittniion,  that 
only  a  part  of  the  firft  could  come  in  for  a  fhare  ol  the  action. 
The  mfttrgenta  left  between  thirty  and  forty  killed  and  wonad- 
td,  and  had  a  Brigadier-General  made  prifoner. 

After  reconnoitring  the  enemy's  right,  and  doing  all  that  lay 
in  his  power  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  without  dire^l- 
ly  attacking  their  intrenckmentB^  Sir  William  Howe  marched 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7thy  the  Tan  being 
commanled  by  Barl  Comwsllis,  and  the  main  body  by  Liet»- 
tenant-Genera!  Knyphaufen,  and  took  poft  on  Edp^e-hill,  a 
mile  from  the  enemy's  left*  On  this  hilly  the  van  guard  found 
SI  corps  of  a  thonfand  meni  chiefly  compofed  of  riflemen 
from  the  encmy'$  northern  army,  poded  with  cannon*  Lord 
Comwal lis  immediately  atrackcd  and  defeated  tliis  corps,  whictf 
loft  a  conhderablc  number  of  ofiicers,  and  with  dilhcuiry  far- 
ed ita  cannon.  The  thicknefs  of  the  wood  in  which  the  rebels 
were  pofted*  concealed  them»  at  the  commencement  of  tfaeac- 
'  tion,  from  the  view  of  the  Ught*infantry,  who,  owing  to  this 
circumftance,  had  one  officer  killed  and  three  wounded,  ami 
between  thirty  and  forty  men  killed  and  wounded^  by  the  &rft 
fire  which  they  received.  Variotia  other  IknrmiOies  took  placct 
in  which  the  enemy  were  always  defeated.  That  he  mtght 
bring  on  a  p^neral  engnjp^eiiu nt  to  advantage,  Sir  William  Howo 
explored  their  kit,  but  found  it  equally  ilrong  with  t}ieir 
right.  Perceiving  that  so  temptation  could  induce  General 
Waihington  to  quit  his  prefent  poiirion»  and  being,  unwilling 
to  expofe  his  troops  longer  to  the  weather,  at  fuch  an  inclement 
feafon,  witljout  tents  or  baggage  of  any  kind  for  olLccrs  or 
jaeni  he  returned  on  the  Sth  to  Philadelphia  *,  and  met  with 
no  mdelbtion  on  his  march.  Lord  Comwailis,  who  coa- 
manded  the  rear  guard,  did  not  quit  Edge-hiU  until  hear  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  j  and  arrived  in  camp  about  nine  thit 
evening. 

Another  ikirmifli  took  place  on  the  i  ith  of  December.  Lord 
CornwalHst  with  Major-General  Grant  onder  his  commandy 
.  palled  the  Scliuylkiii  at  day-break,  wuh  a  iirun^  curps  and  the 
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w^gjons  of  the  army,  to  colle£l  forage  for  the  winter  fapply. 
The  rebels  having  qviitted  their  camp  at  White  MaHh  fome 
hoars  before  his  Lord(hip  began  his  marcht  die  head  of  their 
army  fcli  iii  wuh  his  detachment,  at  a  bridge  which  they  had 
thrown  over  tlie  Schuylkill,  near  to  Matfon's  fordy  about  three 
miles  below  Swede's  ford,  and  fifteen  miles  diftant  from 
Philadslphia*  Oveir  this  bridge  the  enemy  had  pafled  eight 
hundred  men ;  who  were  immediately  difperfed  by  his  Lord- 
fhip's  advanced  corps,  and  part  of  them  were  obliged  to  recrofs 
it.  This  excited  fuch  an  alarm  in  their  army,  as  induced  them 
to  break  down  the  bridge*  His  Lordihip  proceeded  to  forage 
without  meeting  with  any  interruption,  and  roturned  to  camp 
ahout  nine  o'clock  tlif  fame  cveninjr. 

Soon  after  this»  Sir  William  Howe  detached  the  whole  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  confifting  of  three  battalions,  and  the  regi- 
ment of  Mirbach,  to  reinforce  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  New 
York,  and  then  put  hl.^  army  into  wmtcr-quartcis  in  the  town 
ef  Philadelphia.  The  rebel  army,  exceptmg  a  detachment  of 
twelve  hundred  men  at  Wilmington,  kept  the  field  during  the 
whole  winter,  and  were  hutted  in  the  woods  near  to  Valley 
Forge,  upon  the  Schuylhill,  about  twenty-fix  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia, in  a  very  ftrong  pofition.  This  ground  moil  certamly 
was  well  known  to  General  Howe,  who  either  occupied  it^  or 
was  very  near  it,  when  he  croifed  the  Schuylkill  on  his  route  to 
Philadelphia,  and  had  there  been  a  probability  of  attacking 
General  Walhingtoii  with  anv  profpect  of  Tuccefs,  he  would 
certainly  have  done  it.  The  care  with  which  tiie  dirtrefles 
of  the  rebel  foldiers  were  concealed  was  truly  admirable. 
When  General  Walhington  marched  his  army  to  take  poft  at 
Valley  Forge,  one- third  of  the  men  who  conipofed  it  were  in 
the  greaied  want  of  the  muit  neceflary  articles  of  cloathing, 
particularly  (hoes  and  breeches;  and  were  difabled  from  doing 
duty.  Short  as  the  diftance  was,  they  fuficred  very  much  in 
the  march.  Tlie  weather  was  intenfely  cold,  the  ground  cover- 
ed with  fnow,  and  the  route  of  the  ariny  could  have  been  trac- 
ed by  the  llains  of  blood  which  proceeded  from  the  feet  of  the 
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bare-foQted  foldiers*^  But  this  nioft  cOentb!  information, 
neyer  reached  the  ears  of  the  Britiib  General,  until  it  was  too 
]tto  for  liim  to  avail  himfelf  of  it.  The  want  of  proper  imeU 
ligencey  and  the  frequent  mifreprefentations  of  the  friends  to  (he 
Britifh  caufc  in  America,  were  productive  of  fatal  cilcds  to 
Government  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Thefe  conjun£k  operations  of  the  principal  Eeet  and  army  In 
America^  having  in  this  manner  terminated  for  the  feafon  i  it 
remuns  to  detail  fuch  naval  tianfa^ions  as  occurred  in  other 
plaees. 

A  iaiall  fqiKidron,  untlcr  the  command  of  Commodore  Ho* 
tham  in  the  rreiion,  failed  from  Rhode  liland  on  the  13th  of 
January,  on  a  cruize  to  the  fouthward.  On  the  26th,  they 
got  into  Lyniiphaven  bay,  within  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak» 
near  James's  river,  Virginia,  where  they  took  a  fmall  floop 
firom  St.  Euflatia,  having  on  board  forty  hogfheads  of  rum, 
and  ballafled  with  fait.  The  Com.modore  proceeded  up  the 
bay  to  Point  Comfort,  where  he  perceived  a  rebel  privateer, 
a  Ihip,  and  (everal  (loops.  On  feeing  the  Pre  don  making 
towards  them,  they  got  under  way,  ran  the  (hip  on  fliore,  and 
'  pulhed  with  the  otlier  veflels  into  (hoal  water.  The  Prefton 
came  to  an  anchor ;  and,  as  flie  holAcd  no  colours,  the 
enemy  fcnt  a  privateer  floop  to  reconnoitre,  and,  if  pof- 
dblc,  to  learn  whether  (he  was  a  friend  or  foe.  Upon  tlic  iloop 
coming  within,  proper  dillance,  the  Commodore  ordered  fome 
guns  to  be  fired  at  her,  when  (be  (truck,  and  was  taken.  He 
dien  put  a  Lieutenant  with  forty  feamen,  together  with  an 
officer  and  tv^xnty-four  marines,  on  board  of  the  prize,  with 
orders  to  attntk  tiie  privateer  and  lliip  :  which  was  immediately 
done.  The  privateer  made  oft':  but  the  ihip  was  boarded  and 
earned.  She  prpved  to  be  the  Farmer,  from  Baltimore  for 
Nantx,  laden  with  (ix  hundred  hog(heads  of  tobacco ;  a  new 
ihipt  with  a  crew  of  fifteen  men.  On  the  following  day,  the 
Pre  (Ion's  boats  took  a  fmall  rebel  vcilel,  which  Lad  on 
board  ten  barrels  of  ilour  and  150I.  of  their  paper  currency. 

Commodore 
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*  Commodore  Hotham  then  proceeded  to  the  Delaware)  at  tbe 
niooth  of  which  hp  took  feTeral  fmali  vcSch  of  Ihtle  Taliie» 

which  he  ordered  to  be  funk :  but  before  he  could  reach  his 
ftation,  he  was  forced  to  fea  by  a  (Irong  gale,  and  could  not 
regain  the  land  for  near  three  weeksj  when  he  at  lall  got  into 
the  rifeTy  and  there  came  to  an  anchor.  The  next  day  he  per- 
ceifed  a  large  TOflel  (landing  in,  which,  on  defcrying  the  Pref- 
ton,  fteered  up  another  channel,  where  thete  was  not  fuf- 
ficlent  depth  of  water  to  enable  that  fliip  to  follow  her.  He 
therefore  difpatched  his  tender  after  her;  on  the  appro?.ch  of 
which,  her  crew,  after  endeavouring  to  nm  her  aihore,  aband- 
oned her :  but  his  men  boarded  her  in  time  to  fave  her  from 
being  dcftroyed.  She  had  come  from  Fcince>  and  was  laden 
with  gunpowder,  arms,  lead,  and  other  articles,  for  the  nfeof 
i:ic  rcbch.  Her  cargo  origuuilly  coil  30,000!.  On  the  15th 
vi  March,  when  cruizing  off  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  he 
took  two  fchoonerSy  the  one  French,  the  other  American,  both 
laden  with  rum  and  molaSes.  The  Commodoie  then  fent  all ' 
the  prizes,  under  convoy  of  the  Daphne,  to  New  York.  Next 
day  he  gave  chace  to  a  brig,  and  took  her.  She  had  come  from 
riul  ulelphia,  was  bound  to  Cape  Francois,  belonged  to  a 
Frenchman,  and  had  a  cargo  of  upwards  of  feren  hundred 
barrels  of  flour,  and  was  immediately  fent  to  New  York.  Two 
days  afterwards^  he  chaced  and  took  another  brig.  She  mm 
from  Nantucketi  and  had  on  board  only  ten-  hogfheads  of 
fugar,  and  fifty  barrels  of  oil.  The  fugar  was  taken  out,  but 
the  oil  was  funk  with  the  veffel.  On  the  following  day,  a  fmall 
American  vcflei,  Jaden  with  flour,  was  taken  ;  but  as  it  blew 
very  hard,  (he  was  funk :  foon  after  which,  tbe  Prefton  return- 
ed to  New  York. 

Sir  George  Collier,  commanding  hisMajefly's  (hip  Rainbow, 
being  fenior  naval  officer  at  the  port  of  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia, 
having  received  advice,  that  on  the  1 6th  of  June,  a  party  of 
the  rebels,  fuppofcd  to  be  about  two  hundred  men,  had 
landed  in  the  river  Sr.  John's,  ordered  Captain  Hawker,  in  tiie 
Mermaid  of  twenty*etght  guns,  together  with  the  Gage  armed 
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floopi  and  Nova  Scotia  anned  fchooner»  to  proceed  with  th^  « 
tttmoft  expedition  into  that  river.  Major-General  Mafley  fent, 

at  the  fame  time,  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grant regiment  on  board  the  Mermaid.  Sir  George  alio  di- 
xeded  the  Vulture  floop,  and  Hope  fchooner,  from  the  hafon 
of  Minas  and  AnnapoliSi  to  join  Captain  Hawker;  and  a  de- 
tachment of  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Brigade-Major 
StedhuJin,  (who  likewife  was  to  have  the  command  of  ail  the 
parties  of  the  land-forces  employed  on  this  fervice»)  was  order- 
ed from  Fort  Cumherland  to  co-operate  in  this  expedition. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  Captain  Hawker  arrived  in  St.  John's 
road)  and  he  Icariicd,  tJiat  the  Vulture  (loop  was  in  the 
river.  He  foon  received  a  letter  from  her  Captain^  informing 
himj  that  the  enemy  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the  town,  fired 
upon  his  boatSf  and  wounded  fix  of  his  men  in  attempting  to 
land.  Upon  feeing  the  Mcrmnid  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  road, 
they  quitted  the  town,  and  pofled  themfeives  in  the  woods  rouud 
the  harbour.  Neither  the  Hope,  nor  any  of  the  armed  veflcls 
with  the  troops,  had  as  yet  arrived  from  Fort  Cumberland : 
but  Captain  Hawker,  neverthelefs,  thinking  that  he  had  a  fuf- 
ficient  iorce  to  attack  them,  jTiade  a  difpofition  for  that  purpofc. 
At  this  critical  time.  Major  Stedholm  arrived  with  his  detach- 
ment, landed  them,  took  the  command  of  the  troops,  and 
marched  into  the  woods  in  quell  of  the  rebels.  He  foon  found 
tliCiu,  and  attacked  them  fo  brillcly,  that  they  were  immediately 
put  to  tiight  j  but  being  better  acquainted  with  the  country  th^^ti 
their  purfuers,  they  made  their  efcape  by  gaining  their  whale- 
boats,  and  pttihing  up  the  river  above  the  falls*  The  lofs  on 
either  fide  was  inconfiderable. 

The  American  Congrefs,  having  eflablifhcd  a  iinall  naval 
force,  ordered  Commodc^c  Man  ley,  witli  lome  of  their  iliips, 
to  iea  on  a  cruize.  Having  failed  in  confequencc  of  thofe 
orders,  and  being  on  the  17th  of  June  off  the  banks  of  NcT" 
fouiuiiaiid,  the  Haadcock  and  BoUon  Ingatcs,  of  thirty-two 
guns  each,  fell  in  with  his  Majeily  :»  frigate  Fox,  commanded 
by  Captain  Patrick  Fothcringhanu  lliey  immediateiy  attack- 
ed 
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€ci  her,  and  in  the  midil  of  a  very  warm  engagement  whicli  eniu- 
^»  the  FoK  took  life  in  tbe  main*chaui6«  owing  to  fome  of  the 
vads  of  her  guns  having  lodged  there.  Upon  obferving  this,  the 
Air.cricans  ccafcd  lo  fnc,  until  the  flamcti  wltc  l xiinguilhcd : 
Mvheti  the  battle  was  renewed  with  greater  keennefs  than  be- 
foie.  After  an  a£lion  of  two  hours,  the  Fox  was  reduced  to 
a  mere  wreck ;  and  unable  to  contend  any  longer  againft  fo  fu- 
perior  a  force,  (he  (Iruck,  having  loit  a  good  many  men. 
Among  the  killed  was  tlic  Honourable  James  John  Napier, 
JLicutenant  of  Marines. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  as  Commodore  Manley  was  condu£ling 
Ihs  prize  to  Bofton,  he  fell  in  with  his  Majefty's  ihip  Rainbow, 
<:ommandeci  by  Sir  George  Collier,  havmi;  in  company  the 
Victor  brig.  Sir  George  immediately  gave  chace  to  the  re- 
bel Ihips  and  their  pnxe  i  which,  miftaking  the  Rainbow  for 
a  fine  of  battie  (hip,  ftood  from  him.  He  neared  the  enemy 
COnfidcrably  ;  aiul  at  daj'-bre^ik  on  tlie  7th,  pot  figlit  of  thcni 
again,  with  a  (loop  in  company,  tiiat  had  jomed  them  in  the 
night.  At  this  time,  they  were  about  five  or  Gi  miles  ahead  of 
the  Rainbow,  which  continued  to  chace,  and  was  gaining  on 
them  faft.  They  then  quitted  the  floop  and  fet  her  on  (ire  ; 
the  three  war  fliips  goin  ;^  olT  in  a  regular  line  of  battle  ahead, 
and  fetting  top-gaiiant-royals,  and  every  iail  that  could  be  ufeful 
to  them. 

A  little  after  fix,  another  (ail  was  difcovered  from  the  Rain- 
bow, ftanding  tovvartis  the  enemy's  lliips.  Tiiouj^a  llie  hoilled 
Britiih  colours,  and  hred  two  guns  to  leeward,  as  (he  did  not 
anfwer  the  private  fignai  notwithftanding,  great  doubts  were 
entertained  whether  (he  was  one  of  Commodore  Manley's  fleet. 
In  chacing  (he  crolTed  the  Rainbow  at  four  miles  diftance,  being 
on  contrary  tacks  but  as  foon  as  (lie  could  fetch  the  wakes  of 
the  enemy's  ihips,  (lie  put  about.  About  ten,  the  rebeU 
Ihips  went  away  laiking :  and  a  little  before  eleven,  feveral  (hot 
were  exchanged  between  the  flernmoft  of  them  and  the  (Iranger, 
which  proved  to  be  his  M.ijelty's  iiiip  i  lura,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain (now  Admiral)  Briibaue.  Soon  Alter  ilut,  they  (Icod  on  difn 
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ferent  courfes ;  and  fome  more  firing  cnlued  at  dhlcrciit  time% 
as  they  manoeuvred,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  Flora  follow- 
ed the  fiiip  that  (he  was  moft  likely  to  overtake  ^  Sir  George 
Collier  continued  in  purfuit  of  the  largcit,  and  by  means  of  night- 
glalTes  kept  figlit  of  lic^r  during  the  night  j  at  day-brcdk  on  the 
8th  got  within  a  mile  of  her^  aud  at  lour  o'clock  began  to  fire 
the  bow-chace,  and  gave  occafional  broadOdes  as  his  guns  could 
be  brought  to  bear.  At  half  paft  eight,  the  Rainbow  got  with- 
in hail  of  thechacc  ;  and  Sir  Gcori^e  infouncd  than,  ihat  ii  they 
expeftcd  quarter,  they  mull  llrike  ininietliately.  Mj,  Alanky 
took  a  few  minutes  to  confider  what  he  ihould  do :  and  dofing 
this  paufe,  the  breeze  frefhened  a  little.  Edeavouring  to  avail 
htmfclf  of  this  circumflance,  by  fetring  fome  of  his  fleering 
fails  on  die  other  fide,  in  the  hope  of  elTecling  his  efcape,  a 
broadfide  was  fired  into  his  (hip,  and  he  immediately  (inick 
his  colours.  Thus*  after  a  chace  of  thirty*fix  hours>  was  takea 
the  Handcock  frigate,  appertaining  to  Congrefs,  mounting 
thirty-two  puns,  moftly  twelve  pounders,  and  having  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-uine  men.  Her  complement  was  two  hundred 
and  ninety ;  but  the  remainder  were  on  board  of  the  Fox.  Mr. 
Haynesy  Firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Rainbow,  was  fent  to  take 
pollcilion  of  the  in  wliich  he  found  Captain  l  oiliciing- 

ham  of  the  Fox,  wit^  forty  of  iiis  crew.*    The  Handcock  was 

a  large 

•  Captain  Fothcrirp;ham,  foon  :iftrr  his  arriv?*!  in  Englatid,  was,  m  tlu-  \d  of 
March,  1778,  tried  fnr  rhc  lofscf  hi^  Mr-jiOy's  iaip  the  Fox,  by  a  Court-n\nrtial, 
affcmblcd  on  board  of  the  Centaur  in  Pordmouth  hieThour.  Sir  Thonia"*  Pyr, 
A<.Im:rai  of  the  Whirc,  was  Prcfidcnt ;  and  Captains  John  £vans,  Andrew  Wilk- 
iiifon,  Charles  Midtiitton,  Richard  King,  Jonathan  Faulkner,  Mark  RobinfoOt 
Rjchard  Edwards.  ]<Am  riHot,  Dighy  LKrt,  Honourable  Frederick  Mattland* 
Honoarable  John  i.cvclon  Gmvcr,  ;  r;d  George  Bowycr,  were  Mcn:bers  of  the 
Court.  The  fcnttr.cc  v\"is  as  follows.;  'i  hai  it  appears  to  tlus  Court,  thai  C.ip« 
tain  Piiritk  f  othtringham  :i6ttd  in  ever}'  rcfpccl  as  a  fcamon  and  an  oCF.ccr,  m 
condudirg  and  dcfiTf'.irjr  his  M..ivUy'&  (Lip  Fox,  under  conitnond  :  That  it 
appears  to  this  Court,  th_i  he  v!id  not  j:^ivc  her  up,  until  fhe  was  become  dc» 
fcncclcfr  and  unntanagcabie  ;  and  then,  with  the  concnrrrnce  of  the  other  oQtccrs. 
That  any  funiicr  dtfcnic  vi  the  Fox  woufd  have  bti^u  ijaiTiciual,  and  would  only- 
liavt  fiiaiBccd  the  lives  0*  the  pcc|^Ic  ;  «i;d  ihsu  the  ivSL  cX  the  olEccxs,  ai^d  ibc 
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a  large  frigate^  quite  uew,  and  although  foulj  it  was  owing 
chiefly  to  tnifmanagement  of  her  Captw^  that  the  Rainbow 
came  op  with  her,  aa  flie  proved  a  very  fwift  failer.   She  was 

purchafed  by  Govemmenty  and  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  by 
the  name  of  the  Iris. 

Sir  George  Collier  proceeded  with  his  prize  to  Halifax^ 
whercy  on  his  arrival,  he  had  the  pleafure  to  find  the  Fiora» 
which  had  reached  that  port  a  few  da^s  before  bkn.  and 
brought  wuh  her  the  Fox  frigate,  whicii  ilie  had  retaken.  The 
enemy's  iiiip  that  clRclcd  her  efcape  was  the  Bofton. 

The  province  of  Nova  Scotia  being  threatened  with  an  inva* 
Hon  from  the  eaftem  parts  of  New  England,  Sir  George  CoUkr, 
ill  tlic  Rainbow,  accompanied  with  the  bioiule,  Mermaid,  and 
Hope  floop,  under  his  conunaud,  failed  from  Halifax  to  Ma- 
chias.  He  arrived  there  on  the  ijth  of  Auguft,  and  nett 
morning,  though  oppofed  by  a  brific  fire  of  fmall  arms  from 
each  fule  of  the  river,  and  from  the  fort,  he  Lmded  the  marines 
from  the  war  (hips.  They  advanced,  and  after  a  trifling  le- 
fiftance*  took  and  deilroyed  the  fort>  togetlier  with  three  nna^ 
gaziness  containing  flour»  ricci  tanned  leatheri  hidesi  Oioes^ 
anminnittofi,  and  odhcr  articles  $  alfo  feveral  fmall  vefiels,  and 
a  corn  mill,  with  a  large  quantity  of  corn.  The  war  lliipg 
took  a  floop  of  eighty  tons,  laden  with  lumber.  Sir  George 
Collier  left  the  Blonde  at  Machias,  in  hopes  of  intercepting 
fome  veilels  ezpeded  there  from  Bofton,  with  {koxcs  and  provi- 
flons  :  and  proceeded  along  the  coalt  of  New  Ilampfliire  and 
New  England.  While  on  that  iervice,  he  took  and  dellioyed  a 
ihip  ready  to  fail  from  Sheepfcut  river>  with  a  cargo  of  mafia  for 
France ;  alfo  three  brigs,  eleven  Hoops,  and  fifteen  fchooners* 

The  Apollo  of  thirty-two  guns.  Captain  Fowiiail,  took  the 

i^rccdont 

flip's  company,  did  every  thing  in  tlitir  I'tnvcr  in  drfcrdinrr  md  prcfcrvin^  tlie 
£hip  ^gaiiift  f<i  fiiprrior  a  frsrcc.  That  llu*  Court  do,  tiicrclore,  adjudge  Captaia 
Fothcringham,  hi$  oiTu  t  r^  aiui  pcnpK',  to  be  honourably  acqgktcd|  andthejarc 
b^rohy  Ivonourably  acquitted  accordingly. 

Signed  by  all  the  Court  a*  above  mcfitiooed  ;  ard  alio  by  X^liomas  Bii.AccU, 
Deputy  Jud^c  Advocati^ 
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Freedom  biig  privateer  of  Boflon,  of  twelve  guns,  and  a  hua- 
<lred  and  one  men.  RIany  of  the  cruizing  fhips  were  very  fuc- 
cefsful,  particularly  the  13runc,  Captain  Fergufon,  wlio  took 
fome  fliips  of  confiderable  value.  The  Milford  of  twenty-eight 
guns,  Captain  Ford,  bcfules  four  privateers  and  upwards  of 
fifty  trading  veflels,  took  the  Cabot,  an  American  veflel  of  war 
of  fixtecn  guns,  which  was  purchafed  by  Government,  and 
added  to  the  Briti(h  Navy. 

On  this  Ration,  the  Royal  Navy  fudained  feveral  loflcs  in 
fhips,  officers,  and  men,  exclufive  of  the  lofs  of  the  Augulla 
and  Merlin  already  mentioned.  The  Repulfe  of  thirty-two 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Henry  Davis,  having  been  on  a 
cruize  off  the  Bermudian  iflands,  where  (he  had  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful,  was  unfortunately  overtaken  by  a  violent  gale  on  her 
return  to  New  York,  in  which  (he  foundered,  and  ail  on  board 
periihed. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  the  Syren  of  twenty-eight  guns, 
Captain  Tobias  Furneaux,  was  wrecked  on  Judith  Point, 
Rhode  Ifland ;  the  crew  were  faved. 

The  Liverpool  of  twenty-eight  guns.  Captain  Henry  Bellew, 
was  wrecked  on  Long  Ifland ;  and  the  Cruizer  (loop.  Captain 
Parry,  was  wrecked  on  the  coaR  of  South  Carolina,  but  tl^c 
crews  of  both  (hips  were  faved, 

NEWFOUNDLAND  STATION. 

Vtce-Admiral  Montagu  commanded  his  Maje(ty*s  (hips 
and  vefTcls  on  this  Ration.*  The  armed  brig  Penguin,  often 
guns,  ten  fwivels,  and  forty-five  men,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant John  Lloyd,  on  the  15th  of  AuguR,  off  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  fell  in  with  a  rebel  brig  privateer  *,  and, 
after  a  fmart  a<5lion  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  forced  her  to  Rrike. 
She  was  called  the  Retaliation,  belonged  to  Beverley,  mounted 
twelve  guns,  (four  of  which  were  fix  pounders)  eleven  fwivels, 
and  two  organ  guns  ;  and  had  a  crew  of  fixty-fix  men,  of 

which 
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which  two  were  killed,  and  her  Commander  and  eleven  men 
were  wounded.  The  Penguin  had  one  man  killed  ^  and  the 
mafter,  a  midfliipmaq^  and  fi?e  men^  wounded.  Both  Vcffds 
wcic  muck  damaged  in  their  huIU,  fails>  and  rigging. 

The  Bienfailaiit  of  fixty-four  guns,  Captain  Macbi  ide,  took, 
the  Amcricaii  Tartar,  a  privateer  belonging  to  ihe  rebels,  of 
twenty-four  gun9»  and  two  hundred  men. 

The  Veftal  of  thirty-two  guns.  Captain  James  Shirley,  and 
Pegafus  of  eighteen  guns.  Captain  Hamilton  Cure,  oa  rlu  / 
voyage  to  this  ilatiop,  both  found^r^dj  ajid  all  on  boai4 
jperiifaedt 

WEST  JNDiES.— LEEWARD  ISLANDS, 

On' this  ilation,  his  Majeiiy's  ihips  were  coxnmanded  hf 
Vice-Admiral  Topng.f 

The  PeaTer  floop  of  fourteen  fiz>pounders,  and  one  hundred* 
jiul  tu'e«ty-fivc  men,  commanded  by  Captain  James  Jones, 
near  th^  tiland  of  St.  Lucia,  iiell  m  with  and  fought  a  rebeX 
priTateqr  very  clofely,  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when 
ihe  ftmck.  She  proved  to  be  the  Qliver  Cromwell  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  fourteen  of  which  were  nine  pounders,  ten  fwivels, 
ten  cohorns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  n)en.  In  the  adtiou 
flie  had  twenty  men  killed,  and  as  many  wounded  i  and  her 
rigging,  mafts,  and  fails,  much  damaged.  On  board  the 
Beaver,  only  two  men  were  wounded.  Soon  after  the  capture 
ot  tills  vcllcl,  Captain  Jones  returned  to  England  ;  aiul,  for  his 
good  condu£k  and  bravery,  was  promoted  to  the  conunaud  o£ 
the  Penelope  of  twenty-eight  guns. 

The  homeward-bound  trade  from  this  part  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  under  tonvoy  of  liii,  Majelly's  (hip  Canicl  of  twenty- 
two  guns,  (nine  pounders)  commanded  by  the  Ilpn.  Captain 
William  Finch,  and  the  Druid  and  Weaiel  floops^  command- 
ed by  Captains  Petef*  Carteret  and  Samuel  Wanes,  on  the  4tK 
of  September,  in  N.  latitude  40^  33^,  W.  longitude  50*  1 

was, 

f  See  Note  74. 
t  The  Druid  of  fourteen  aad  Weafel  of  fixtcen  gttn% 
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was  chaced  by  the  Raleighi*  a  rebel  frig.ue  of  great  force. 
The  fleet  was  at  that  time  much  difpexfed.  The  frigate  fteeied 
for  the  Druldi  which  was  five  miles  aftcm  of  the  Camel,  in 
the  rear  of  the  fleet,  repeating  the  fignal  for  the  (hips  to  go 
under  the  Camers  ftern,  and  obliging  them  to  bear  down. 
The  Wcafcl  was  employed  on  the  fame  duty  to  leeward,  and 
almofl  out  of  fight.  As  foon  as  Captain  Carteret  perceived 
that  the  Raleigh  was  in  chace  of  the  fleet,  he  prepared  his 
(hip  for  a^ion,  and  turned  all  hands  to  quarters.  At  five 
ii'rli'Ck  ihe  cainc  within  piflol  (hot  of  the  Druid,  hailed  her, 
deiircd  her  to  ilrike  to  the  American  ilag,  hoiRed  her  colours, 
and  began  to  engage.  The  6r(l  broadfidc  mortally  wounded 
Captain  Carteret,  and  killed  his  Mafter.  The  command  then 
devolved  on  Lieutenant  John  Bourchier,  who  engaged  the 
enemy  with  great  fpirit  and  refolution.  At  fix  o'clock,  (he  made 
fail  ahead.  Tiic  Druid  did  the  fame,  and  Lieutenant  Bour* 
chier  endeavoured  to  keep  her  broadfide  on ;  but  his  rigging 
and  fails  were  fo  much  damaged  as  to  be  almoft  ufelefs.  As 
her  head-fails  only  were  of  fervice,  the  Druid  edged  way,  and 
kept  tlic  Raleigh  nearly  on  her  bow,  till  twenty  minutes  pafl: 
fix.  She  then  had  the  wind  abaft,  fhccred  off,  hauled  down 
her  colours,  and  made  fail.  Lieutenant  l^urchier  now  at- 
tempted to  wear  the  Druid,  and  rake  the  enemy;  but  his 
rigging  was  fo  entirety  difabled,  that  he  could  not  execute  his 
Intention.  He  therefore  endeavoured  to  purfue  her :  but  hav- 
ing four  feet  ten  inches  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  his  mads, 
yards,  and  falls,  In  a  moft  lhattercd  condition,  he  was  obliged, 
to  dcfin  i  and  at  half  pad  feven  o'clock  to  bring  to,  in  order  to 
repair  the  fhot-holes  between  wind  and  water,  and  to  clear  the 
wreck  and  pump  the  Ihip. 

About  tills  time,  another  war  fliipl-  appeared,  and  joiard 
the  Raleigh.  The  Camel  and  Weafcl  gave  chacc  to  bothj 
but  the  enemy's  (hips  being  clean,  they  could  not  come  up  with 
them*  They  therefore  returned  to  protect  the  fleet,  which  had 
been  much  expofed  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  during 

\i'hich 

^  *  of  thirtf-two  gun$,  Dine  acd  twelve  pounderik 

f  The  AUrcd  of  twenty  gum,  nine  poundcn* 
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which  the  rebel  (hips  had  kept  in  fight.  The  CaptainSj  however^ 
managed  fo  welU  that  the  enemy^s  ihips,  notwithftanding  their 

fuperior  (Irengtli,  did  not  take  one  of  the  fleet  committed  to 
their  care. 

In  the  a£lion  the  Druid  loil  her  Captain,  whofe  left  thigk 
was  fliattefed  by  a  (hot ;  he  underwent  amputation^  but  died 

the  morning  of  the  5th:  the  Madcr  and  five  mm  \vc:\:  LiUedp 
and  four  died  of  their  wounds  in  a  few  days  ^  Lieuteuaut  James 
Nicolfon  of  the  marines*  Mr.  Polfon,  furgeon*s  mate*  and 
nineteen  men,  were  wounded.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
were  (b  well  pleafed  with  the  gallant  behaviour  of  Lieutenant 
Bourchier^  that  they  confirmed  him  in  tlie  command  of  the 
Druid. 

The  Antigua  floop,  conmianded  by  Lieutenant  Billy  Douglas** 
fell  in  with  the  Blackfnake  prlTateer,  of  twelve  guns  and  fizty 

men,  which  he  took  after  a  moft  dcfpcr.itc  tng.\gement :  for 
which  gallant  adtioui  he  was  fooa  after  made  a  Mafier  and 
Commander. 

WEST  INDIES.— JAMAICA  STATION. 

ViCE-AoMiaAL  Gayton  comm.indetl  his  Majefly's  fliips 
en  this  ftation.f  He  had  appointed  Mr.  Jordan*  an  a6ling  Lieu- 
tenant, to  the  command  of  the  Racehorfe  fchooner  of  ten 
guns,  (thr«-^c  pounderr.)  el^Iit  fwiv<fls,  ii^d  four  muiquetoons, 
with  thirty-feven  men.  This  oliictr,  on  a  cruize,  fell  in  with 
a  rebel  privateer  called  the  Guelt»  carrying  fifteen  guns 
and  (ixteen  fwivels,  with  between  ninety  and  a  hundred  men* 
engaged  her  upwards  of  two  hours,  when  he  rcfolutely  board- 
ed and  carried  her.  iici  Commander  liad  a  cominiiTion  from 
Congrefs,  but  her  men  were  almoil  all  French;  of  whom  fix- 
teen  were  kiUed^  and  forty  wounded,  in  the  a^on.  Onboard 
the  Racehorie,  only  one  man  was  killed  and  eight  wounded. 
The  cruizcrs  were  extremely  active  on  this  ilation,  and  carried 
in  a  great  number  of  prices  to  Jamaica. 

MEDITER- 

*  Now  Rear*Ailmiral  of  the  Blue. 

f  Sec  Ncte  7J. 
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MEDITERRANEAN. 

■ 

The  fquadron  on  thisilation  was  commanded  by  Vice-Ad* 
iniral  Maoi*  and  the  crmzers  were  very  alert.   His  Majefty's 
frigate  Levant  of  twenty-eight  guns,  Captain  George  Murray, 
being  on  :i  cruize  in  the  month  of  June  oil  tlic  coafl:  of  Portu- 
gal, feii  in  with  a  rebel  privateer,  with  a  brig  (her  prize)  in 
company*  and  immediately  gave  chace  to  them.   In  two  hours 
the  frigate  got  alongfide  of  the  privateer;  when,  after  an 
a£biofi  of  ten  minutes,  in  which  tht  enemy  had  one  man  killed 
and  three  wounded,  ii\c  (truck  :  and  proved  to  be  the  Vigilant 
cf  fourteen  gans.    As  the  weather  was  moderate,  and  as  Cap* 
tain  Murray  perceived  that  the  brig  was  making  off,  he  orders* 
ed  the  Lieutenant  and  people  whom  he  had  fent  on  board  of 
il\c  prswiucr,  to  *.ul  all  the  lanyaiils  of  her  flirouds  and  it  ays, 
i:\  order  to  prevent  her  carrying  fail,  white  the  levant  purfucd 
the  brig  i  which,  after  an  hour's  chace,  he  took  without  op* 
pofition.  She  proved  to  be  the  Mayflower,  from  LKbon  bound 
tv^  Briilol,  and  had  been  taken  the  day  preceding.    As  foon  as 
I'r.o  prifoners  were  Ihitted,  both  vcflcls  made  fail  towards  the 
Vigilant  prixe,  and  joined  in  about  two  hours.    She  was  foou 
lo  much  rtpaiTcd  as  to  be  able  to  make  fail.   On  fearching  her 
Papons  it  was  found,  that  the  Mailer's  name  was  Richard 
'^*}.itc.4r,  .Hid  that  Ihe  had  been  fitted  out  at  Dunkirk.  Tlic 
Captain  ient  both  his  prizes  to  Gibraltar,  continued  his  cruize, 
and  in  a  few  days  gave  chace  to  a  fiiip  deeply  laden.   He  foon 
came  up  with  hev,  and  on  firing  at  her  fhe  ftruck.   She  prov- 
td  10  be  an  American  veflTel,  called  the  Pitt,  of  two  hundred 
tons  burden,  Edward  Shears  mailer,  fitted  out  at  Cherburg, 
and  Wund  to  Boflon,  having  on  board  two  brafs  mortars,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  fwivels,  bar  iron,  ihot,  snufquets,  &c.  fup* 
pofed  ro  be  worth  3000L  (leriing. 

The  Raven  Hoop,  on  her  pafTage  from  the  Weil  Indies, 
took  and  brought  into  Gibraltar,  an  American  (hip,  called  the 

Vengeance, 
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Vengeance,  of  ten  carriage  and  fix  fwivcl  guns,  with  a  valuable 
cargOj  confining  of  rtce»  tobacco,  indigo,  &c. 

NAVAL  TRANSACTIONS  AT  OR  NEAR  liOMIi. 

The  Lords  CommiiTioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  received 
information,  tliat  a  rebel  ihip  of  war  was  foon  to  fail  from 
France  with  difpatchcs  for  Congrcfs,  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant 
J.  lm  HizlI),  l.  Kinianding  his  Majclly's  cuticr  Alert  of  ten 
four  pounders,  ten  fwiveis,  and  fixty  men,  to  put  to  Tea  and 
endeavour  to  intercept  her.  On  the  19th  of  September,  at  fi?e 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Bazely  had  the  good  fortune  to 
pet  fight  of  her,  W.  by  S.  fourteen  leagues  from  Ufhant,  two 
djys  after  fhe  had  f.iiled  from  iVlurl.iix.  ITc  inunedlatcly  gave 
chace;  at  half  pail  feven  got  clofe  alongfide  of  her,  and  com* 
menced  an  a^ion  which  laded  until  ten,  when  (he  bore  up,  and 
made  fail.  As  foon  as  he  had  got  his  rigging  fome'what  repaired, 
he  renewed  the  chace,  got  up  with  Ins  opponent  again  about 
one  o^clock,  when  the  a£iion  recommenced  and  continued  very 
hot  until  half  pall  two,  when  fhe  (truck.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Lexington  a  rebel  brig  of  war,  armed  whh  (ixteen  gun^ 
twelve  fvvivels,  ..lul  cighty-foui  men,  commanded  by  one 
Johnfon,  She  had  feven  men  killed,  eleven  mounded,  and 
her  rigging  much  cut.  On  board  the  Alert  only  two  men 
were  killed,  and  three  wounded,  one  of  them  mortally.  For 
this  piece  of  good  fcrvicc,  Mr.  Bazcly  was  made  a  Mailer  and 
Commander.  The  enemy,  before  they  ilruck,  threw  the  Jii- 
patches  overboard. 

Several  of  the  cruizing  finps  of  the  line  fell  in  with  French 
Ihips  of  war  of  the  fame  force.  They  frequently  fpoke  to  each 
other  ;  but  as  few  of  no  con^jilinient^  pafild  on  fuch  octafions, 
it  waR  generally  conjectured  that  there  was  little  friendihip 
fubfiding  between  the  two  Courts. 

On  the  nth  of  November,  a  fmall  fquadron,  under  the 
command  of  Ca^)laia  Digby,  wa»  fciu  uii  a  ciu;zc  to  tlie  weft* 

ward. 

*  Mow  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Vbiie. 
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ward.*   Tliey  returned  to  Engkind  on  die  26th  of  Deceniber* 

On  the  27th  of  that  inonth>  another  fmall  (quadron^f  under 

Captain  Samuel  Huud,  was  fent  alfo  to  cruize  to  the  weft  ward, 
where  they  remained  till  the  middle  of  January*  and  then  came 
home* 

* 

1778. 

The,  narrative  of  the  naral  and  mihtary  traufaciions  of  this 
year  requires  extraordinary  attention*  and  necefiarily  invohet 
fome  political  difcufiionsy  explanatbry  of  the  caofes  which  led 

Great  Britain  into  a  war,  firft  with  France,  aud  then  with 
Spain. 

The  French  nation  had  uniformly  (hewn  a  very  great 
partiality  to  the  caufe  of  the  American  colooies»  from  the  mo* 
menr  that  their  difputes  with  Britain  became  ferioiis.  Large 

iaSfLiiptionsI  had  been  made  among  th'  wealth v  in  that 
coijury,  for  purchafing  iire*arms,  cannon*  and  mUiury  ilore» 
of  all  kinds,  which  were  conveyed  to  America,  to  ftrengthen 
the  colonift$  ngainft  the  mother-country.  This  difpofition  was 
fvv  v  iiy  encouraged  by  the  Court,  a:.d  by  M.  lie  S:^rrine,  tlx 
MiuifK  i  ut  Marine,  who  foftered  it  with  care.  Befides  the 
l^'ncml  intention  of  reducing  the  yery  great  profperitj  of  Bri- 
taiui  which  all  the  maritime  ftaces  regarded  with  fome  de- 
;;vn.v  of  i  .iK^uty,  the  French  Court  and  nation  probably  had  a 
view,  in  the  cvciU  ot  a  reparation  between  her  and  her  colonies, 
ti>  fccui«  to  themfclves  a  preference  in  the  commerce  with 
America,  by  eftabliihing  an  early  claim  to  her  frieodiiiip. 

France  now  began  to  arm  in  all  her  principal  ieaports, 
wiiliout  haviiig  any  rcafonabie  pretext  lur  lucli  conduct. — 
Thi*  fufliciently  indicated  her  hotliliiy  to  Great  Britain,  al- 
ready confiderably  weakened  by  the  bad  fncceis  which  had  . 
hitherto  attended  her  arms,  and  by  the  aeceffity  of  contiaiiia|^ 
tu  cuiploy  a  large  proportion  of  her  forces  abroad.    The  Amc^ 

ficaa 
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ricait  Cbngrefe  hvA  fmt  fe?grai  confiieie«tial  men  to  Europe, 

with  authority  to  nfVuinc  public  chara£lers,  and  to  adl  as  their 
agems.  Dr.  Franklin  and  §omc  others  were  known  to  be  at 
Pjfist  aiKl  rhe  French  Court  coimiffcd  at  their  refidesce  in 
that  eit^  None  of  thefeocamwnces  conUdcape  the  ohferva- 
tiori  of  fuch  a .1  able  ?.iiniilcr  as  i^ord  Stormont,  then  Ambaf- 
f^ilor  nt  the  Courr  of  France^  who  failed  not  to  give  the  Britiili 
Miniftry  the  eariieft  and  bed  intelligeace  on  the  fubjed.  8f 
feme  (Irange  fatality^  however,  the  impoetaat  infiomtttion  aad 
oibfiil  fu^geftiohs  whieh  he  ient  were  dHrefatdbd  \  while  the 
falfe  profeffioiis  of  an  infidious  Court  were  credited. 

Such  was  the  re  of  affairs  with  refpecl  to  France  :  and  no 
accoont  either  of  Sir  William  Howe's  iuccefies  in  Ftnfylvania^ 
or  of  ^  dfTafters  of  the  nofthem  anmy,  andct  General  D«r« 
goyne,  hi!d  reachecJ  P^ngland  on  the  20th  of  November,  1777^ 
when  ParHamcnt  met,  and  both  Houfes  were  aildrefied  b)(  hifr 
Majefty,  in  the  foltowiaig  Speech  from  the  Thtonc : 

ASy  Lords  and  GeutUmtn^ 
**  It  is  A  great  fatisfdclion  to  nic,  tliat  I  can  have  rccourfe  to 
the  wifdom  and  lupport  of  my  Parliament,  io  this  conjunc* 
tnrcj  when  the  continuance  of  the  rebe!lfon  in  North  Ame* 
"  rica  demands  oni  moll  feiiouo  attcntioii.   The  powers  which 
"  you  hare  intraAed  me  with,,  (or  the  fuppvelCon  of  this  re* 
"  vclt,  have  been  faithfully  exerted  ;  and  I  have  a  juft  con- 
"  fiilence,  that  the  condu^  and  cotitage  of  my  officers^  and 
the  fpiifit  and  intrepidity  of  tof  fercc8»  both  hy  fea  and  km^ 
will,  undei  the  hleding  of  Dmtie  Providence^  be  attended 
"with  i  T^porrant  fuccefs  :  but  as  lam  petfuaded  that  you  will 
*^  fee  the  necelhty  of  preparing  for  fuch  further  operations,  aa 
**  the  contingencies  of  the  war,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the  rebels 
^  may  under  expediesty  I  ani»  lor  that  purpofe,  puHukig  tho 
proper  meafures  forltecptng  my  land-forces  complete  to  their 
*  prefpnt  cftabliflunent :  aiwi  if  I  fbouid  have  occalion  to  ivipm 
^  creak  ^Mi,  by  contra£HTig  any  new  eagagement8»  I  rely  00 
^  your  aeil  and  pinUic  fpirit  to  enable  me  to  make  them  good. 
▼01;  IV.  T  "  I  re- 


N  A  V  A  L  A  N  JD-  ijjj, 

I  receive  repeated  aiTuraQceB  from  foreign  powers  of  their 
pacific  dtfpoTitions :  my  own  caonot  be  doubted :  but  at  this 
time,  when  the  amaments  in  the  porta  of  France  and  SpaiA' 
continue,  I  have  thoufrht  it  adviiable  to  make  a  eonfiderable 

«  niigmeiitatlon  to  my  uav.;!  iurtCy  as  wcl!  to  keep  my  king- 
doms  in  a  refpectable  (late  of  lecurity»  as  to  provide  an 
«  adequate  prote^ton  for  the  eitendve  commerce  of  my  fub* 
"  jt€ti :  and  as  on  the  one  handt  I  zm  detemiaedy  that  the 
^  peace  of  Europe  (hall  not  be  dtftorbed  by  me  $  fo  on  the 
other,  I  will  always  be  a  faithful  guardian  of  the  hououi  oi. 
«  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^*' 

« 

.      Gentkinen  of  ibe  Houfe  of  Comnions^ 

I  have  ordered  the  eftim'atea  for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid 
«  before  yeo.  The  various  (ervices,  which  I  have  mentioned  ta 

•*  you,  will  undouhtcdly  require  br^e  fu|>jiliej»  j  and  noiliinjr 
"  could  relieve  my  mind  irom  the  couccm9  which  I  feel  for  the 
heavy  charge  which  they  mud  bring  on  my  faithful  people^ 
but  die  perfe£l  conviction  that  they  are  neceffary  for  the  wet> 
fare  and  eflential  interefts  of  my  kingdoms^" 

*'  My  L&rdt  and  GitHlemiftf 

"  I  will  fteadily  purfuc  the  meafurca  in  which  w^  arc  engage 
^<  ed»  for  the  re-eftabitfliment  of  that  conftitutional  fubordina* 
**  tiont  which)  with  the  bleffing  of  God  I  will  maintain  through 
**  the  feveral  parts  of  my  dominiena :  bat  I  fiiall  ever  be  watdw 
•*  ful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  eiluhun  of  the 
**  blood  of  my  (nhjcOis,  and  the  calamities  which  are  inlcparable 
**  from  a  ftate  of  war*  And  I  (till  hope»  that  the  deluded  and 
**  unhappy  mnltitade  will  return  to  their  allegiance :  and  that 
^  the  remembrance  of  what  they  once  enjoycJ,  the  regret  of 
•«  whiit  tlu  y  iiavc  loft,  and  the  fcviin^^s  of  what  they  now  fuf- 
"  fer,  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny  oi  their  leaders,  will  rekindle 

in  their  hearts,  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  and  of 
^  attachment  to  their  mother-country ;  and  that  they  wiU  ea» 

able  mci  with  the  concurreocc  and  fupport  of  my  Parli»« 

«  ment^ 
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ment^  to  accomplilby  what  I  ihall  cpnlicler  as  the  greateft 
«  happinefs  of  my  life»  and  the  greatefl  glory  of  my  icign,  the  ' 
xeftoration  of  peace»  order,  and  confidence,  tb  mj  American 

«*  colonies." 

The  addrefTes  in  each  Iloufe  were  moved  for  in  tlic  ufual  flik  : 
hut  were  not  carried  without  long  and  violent  debates.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  there  were  for  the  addrefs  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  y  ^g>n"il  it,  eighty-fix.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
it  was  ftrenuoully  oppofcd,  particularly  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
\*ho,  iiiuiiig  other  things,  uverred,  *•  that  our  coafls  were 
^  daily  infuitcd ;  that  our  merchant  iliips  were  deilitute  of 

prote^ion  i  that  we  had  not  above  hvc  thoufand  troops  in 
**  Britain ;  not  more  in  Ireland   and  not  above  twenty  fliips  o£ 

the  line  manned  and  lit  for  fervice :  while,  on  the  contrary, 
**  our  fonnidablc  and  inveterate  enemies,  the  two  leading 
*  **  branches  of  the  Hcufc  of  Bourbon,  had  a  powerful  navy, 

their  coails  lined  with  troops  on  all  fides,  and  tlicir  inten- 

tions  were  known  to  be  hoftilc/'  Tliefe  aiTertions  drew  a  re- 
ply from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. He  averted,  that  there  were  then,  forty-two  fliips  of 
the  line  in  commiirion  in  Gre.it  lir.L..i;i  ;  that  tliirty-fivc  of  them 
were  completely  manned,  and  ready  for  fca  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing that  with  rcfpeck  to  the  other  icf en,  the  complements  o£ 
which  were  not  yet  completed,  there  were  but  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  (eamen  and  feven  hundred  marines  wanting:  that 
in  America,  there  were  ninety-three  (hips  and  veflcls  of  war, 
(;1  wJtieh  fix  wcie  of  the  line  :  and  that  our  whole  naval  force, 
fit  for  a^ual  ferviec,  confuted  of  hfty-four  ihips  of  the  line, 
and  nearly  two  hundred  frigates.  Hoops,  and  vellels  of  war  i  a 
force  fuperior  to  what  France  and  Spain,  if  they  were  fo  in- 
clined, which  however  he  was  fure  they  were  not,  could  bring 
againft  us.  The  addrefs  was  carried  by  eighty-four  conteati,  and 
thirteen  proxii^s  \  not-couicJits,  twcnty-elglit. 

Mr.  Duller,  one  of  the  Lords  Commiiiioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
moved,  that  fixty-thoufand  feamen,  including  eleven  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  marines,  flioutd  be  employed 
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for  the  year  1 778 :  and  the  grants  of  this  feflion  of  Parltamentf. 

for  the  navy,  amounted  to  5,001,395!.  r6s. 

It  was  not  until  the  3d  of  December,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  American  Department,  was  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge m  die  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  information  had  been 
received,  but  not  ofiidally  at  his  office,  of  General  Burgo)me's 
difaftcr  at  Saratoga.  The  Houfr  received  the  inielligonce  with 
aftoniOiment,  and  the  Miniilry  were  fubjeded  to  a  moil  fevere 
cenfure  for  diexr  condu^,  from  the  gentlemen  m  oppofition* 
The  fceeis  of  hoth  Hotifes  took  ^ace  on  the  roth :  and  on  die 

15th  of  the  fame  montii,  the  London  Gazette  cor.l.nned  tlie 
difmal  accounts  of  the  unfortunate  termination  of  the  Canadian 
expedition.  The  Parliament  met  again  on  the  20th  of  Janvarj,. 
1778 ;  by  which  time,  the  Miniftry  had  Icttled  the  meafbres 
which  they  intended  to  adopt.  Hie  fofs  which  the  nation  had 
lullaincd  by  General  Burgoync's  misfortune,  iorced  AdmiTii- 
ftration  to  make  confiderabie  alterations  in  their  plan  of  opera- 
tions for  the  enfutng  campaign.  They  were  not  fo  fangutne 
as  fonnerly,  in  their  hopes  of  reducing  the  lebeDious  cohmies 
to  obedrence  by  k>rcc  of  arms,  ahhough  that  meafnre  was  not 
wholly  rclinquiftied.  The  fucceifcs  of  the  fouthern  army,  had 
hj  no  means  equalled  their  expectations :  and  tliey  now  cleartj 
faW|  diat  Great  Britahi  had  not  fo  many  real  friends  in  Amo* 
ties  as  had  been  reprefented  to  diem,  in  reports  which  tfaey 
li.id  received  with  unreferved  confidence.  To  reinforce  the 
army  fcrring  in  North  America,  by  adding  to  the  number  of 
foreign  troops  aheady  employed,  was  a  meafttre  not  to  be  at- 
tempted %  bodi  as  it  was  found  to  be  an  cnormonOy  expenfive 
mctliod  of  levying  men,  and  as  the  German  Princes,  who  had 
hired  out  their  legions  for  this  fer?rce,  had  great  difficulty  in 
iKCping  them  complete.  Recruiting  for  thefe  regiments  was  aMb 
much  difcouraged,  by  fevera)  of  the  German  potentates :  aad' 
one  of  the  moft  confidend»le  of  them,  (for  whom  Britain  had  ex* 
pciuk  il  millions)  abfolutcly  refuied  a  priflaiije  throus:h  a  fkirt  of 
his  dominions  to  fome  troops  atlually  in  the  Brinih  pay.  To 
fefent  this  indignity  wis  beyond  the  picieRt  abilities  of  the 
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ilate  ;  but  the  difTiculty  w  is  lurmountcrd  by  cliang'mg  the  route 
of  the  troopsy  who  were  obliy!,ed  to  make  a  circuitous  march^ 
hj  wluch  mudi  time  was  loiL  Thosgh  Adfniiiiftrsiiioii  hsid 
Tcfolved  to  make  great  conccffiont  Co  the  AiMcricanSt  and  to 
offer  fuch  terms  as,  in  tlieir  judgment,  could  not  fail  of  effc«f^- 
ing  an  accommodation  |  they  coniidered^  that  the  fured  metliod 
of  attaining  this  end  would  be»  hj  fiiowing  the  diicootented 
colomftsy  tiiat  concitiaHoa  was,  on  ihsh  patt^  mther  a  iMtier 
of  choice  than  of  neeeffity ;  and  that  the  tneans  of  eoiVi pulfion 
were  ftill  in  their  power.  For  thio  plIrpol^.',  ihey  law  it  uecci- 
fary  to  have  another  army  :  and  to  obviate  the  difiicuhies  of 
Taifing  it,  they  tried  a  new  expedient.  They  teMred  to  have 
lecourfe  to  the  xeal  of  their  partic«lar  lnenda»  and  to  the  ir- 
dour  of  fuch  communities  as  might  view  in  a  patriotic  light, 
the  coercive  meafurcs  whicii  they  had  promoted  agamil  the  re- 
volted colonies.  If  this  plan  ihould  prove  fttcceCsful,  k  would 
enable  Government,  on  eafy  terms,  not  only  to  replace  the  anpf 
which  had  funendered  at  Saratoga,  hot  alfo  to  complete  die 
different  corps  ferving  in  America,  which,  by  lieaths,  wounds, 
ikknefs,  and  deiertion,  had  fufFered  fo  comiderable  diminu* 
ttoO}  that  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  take  the  field.  Its  fuceefs 
exceeded  their  moft  fanguine  expeckatioiis.  ia  England,  tame 
men  of  high  rank  and  tnflnence  gave '  it  their  hearty  fupport ; 
and  the  wealthy  merclKints  and  n^mufaclurers  contributed 
largely  to  forward  it.  A  regiment  was  railed  at  Liverpool, 
another- at  Mancheiier ;  and  at  other  places  large  ftthfcrtpliona 
were  filled,  for  the  purpoie  of  recruiting  his  Majelly's  lopees. 
In  North  Britain,  the  In  me  fpirit  appeared  :  the  Dukes  of 
Hamilton,  Argyle,  and  Arhol,  and  Lords  Scaforth  and  Mac- 
dona  Id,  rai/ed  each  a  regiment,  as  did  the  cities  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glafgow. 

Although  affairs,  in  this  refpe^,  accorded  with  the  wiihes 

of  Adiiiin ilh uion,  it  cannot  be  lu^ij  nfcil,  that  they  were  fo 
much  at  their  eafc  as  tliey  afledlcd  to  be  i  for  tliey  ware  now 
fully  informed  of  what  was  palling  at  Paris,  where  the  agents 
0S  the  Americans  were  endeavouring  to  ncgociate  a  commcr- 
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cial  treaty  with  1<  ranee.  As  foon  as  certain  accounts  of  ihe 
rdifcomfitttte  of  General  fiurgoyne^a  army  reached  thcCe  agentSa 
they  got  this  treaty  concluded  ^  by  fuccefsfully  reprefenting  to 
the  French  Minillry,  that  in  confequencc  of  this  event,  the 
Americans  were  in  full  polTellion  of  the  Independence  taey  had 
claimed.  They  had  likcwifc  obtained  informationy  that  the 
Britiih  Mintfter  intended  to  fend  CommiiTioners  to  Aroericai 
invefted  with  the  moft  ample  powers  to  treat  with  the  revolted 
colonics,  aiul  wiih  authority  tooflferthcni  iIk^  iwoii  favourabie 
terms,  as  foon  as  an  a6l  of  Parliament  dould  be  paiTcd  for  that 
purpofe.  They  accordingly  reprefented  to  the  French  Miniilryi 
that  now  or  never,  was  the  time  for  them  to  ftrike  their  long 
intended  ftrokc.  They  ftated,  that  if  fuch  conciliatory  pro- 
pofuions  fliould  reach  America  before  they  had  openly  cfpouf- 
cdhercaufe,  many,  in  that  country^  who  were  unfriendly  to 
the  war,  and  averfe  to  a  total  Ceparation  from  Britain,  might 
be  dtfpofed  to  adopt  them ;  but  that  if  France  (hould  appear  u 
her  avowed  protector  and  ally,  Con^rcfs  wouKl  enabled  to 
jcjctt  the  otfcrs  of  the  parent  ftate,  and  the  people  woaldwith 
confidence  continue  their  reiiftance  to  the  armies  of  England. 
In  this  event,  they  averred,  that  their  countrymen  would  be- 
come the  eftabltihed  friends  of  the  French,  aiid  perfift  with 
fpirit  in  the  contcfl  fondly  cherilTiln^  the  liope,  that  iiutain, 
opprcifed  by  the  immenfe  debts  llic  liad  contracted,  and  en- 
feebled by  the  numerous  defeats  (he  had  fuliained,  would  be 
unable  to  cany  on  the  war  with  vigour.  M,  de  Sartine  fo 
powerfully  fecondcd  the  rcprcfentations  of  the  American 
agents,  that  in  a  ftiort  time  another  treaty  of  alliance,  private, 
couhdemial,  and  in  its  tendency  very  menacing  to  this  coun- 
try, was  concluded.  It  has  fince  appeared,  that  Lord  Stor* 
mont  gave  very  early  intimation  to  Miniftry  of  thefe  tranf- 
aOions. 

The  Parliamrnt  met,  after  the  Chriilmas  rccefs,  on  tlie  20th 
of  January ;  and  both  parties  renewed  their  hodilitics  with  tiic 
keeneft  animofity,  on  every  piece  of  public  buiinefs  that  was 
brought  bcfoje  them.    At  laft,  on  the  1 7th  of  February,  Lord 
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Korth  iiiuoLluccd  his  propoiitions  for  conciliating  the  Ameri- 
cans to  die  mother-country.    After  giving  the  outlines  of  what 
lie  cspeded  iwm  the  preicot  ftate  of  America  %  be  iamented, 
diat  die  events  of  die  war  ha(l*proved  far  lefs  fortunate  than, 
in  his  opinion,  they  fliould  have  been  :  and  afTirmed,  that  the 
force  employed  by  GovernmciU  was  io  great,  £0  completely 
equipped,  and  in  aM  refpe^a  fo  amply  provided  for,  as  to 
mrrant  both  him  and  the  country  in  forming  ezpe£^adong  of 
iiiecefsy  greatly  beyond  what  had  been  realized.    But  to  thefe 
«vents,  and  not  to  thofe  cxpeclation  ^  he  faici,  he  muCi  make 
Im  plan  conform :  and,  as  tl^  foundation  of  his  conciliatory 
icfaeme,  he  propofed  to  briiig  into  Parliament  Iwo  bill6»  under 
die  following  dtles.   ^  A  Bill  for  declaring  the  intentions  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Brkain,  concerning  the  excrcifeof  the 
^*  right  of  impofing  taxes  within  liis  Majcfty's  Coloiiies,  Pro- 
«  vinces,  ami  Plantations  in  Norih  America  :^And  a  Bill  to 
**  enable  his  Majeily  to  appoint  Gommiffionerst  with  fuificient 
*^  powers  to  treaty confiilt,  and  agree  upon,  the  means  of  quiet- 
**  ing  the  diforders  now  iubhiling  in  certain  of  the  Colonies, 
**  Pianutions,  and  Provinces  of  North  America/'    Lord  North 
then  informed  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  intended  to  appoint  Fi?e 
CommiHionersi  and  to  inveft  them  with  very  estenGve  powers. 
They  Ihocdd  be  enabled  to  treat  with  the  Congrefs  by  name,  as 
if  it  were  a  legal  body,  and  fo  far  to  give  it  autlienticity,  as  to 
fuppoie  all  its  a£is  and  conceflions  binding  on  all  America  i 
to  treat  with  any  of  the  Provincial  Ailemblies»  upon  their  pre- 
lent  conftitudons ;  and  with  any  iodtviduals  in  their  prefent 
civil  capaeities  or  military  commands;  with  General  Wdih- 
ington,  or  any  other  oihcer.    They  fliouid  have  a  power  to 
order  a  iufpeniion  of  arms;  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  all 
laws  ;  and  to  grant  all  forts  of  pardonsi  immunitiest  and  tc* 
wards.   They  (hould  have  a  power  of  reftoring  all  the  colonies, 
or  .my  of  them,  to  the  form  of  its  ancient  conilitution,  as  it 
ftood  before  the  troubles:  and  in  any  of  thofe  where  the  King 
nominated  the  govemors,  council,  judges,  and  other  mngt- 
firatcSf  to  nominate  fuch  at  their  difcrction,  until  his  M  ji  ily's 
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further  pleaiuTC  ihouid  be  known.  He  obicrvcd,  that  (be  fie- 
ficieacy  of  power  in  the  former  Comnuffiowt  had  been  ob- 
je6(ed  to,  and  Congriefs  had  inMed  on  dieir  idknoaMgmeBt 

of  their  title  to  independence,  previous  to  entering  into  anv 
treaty  whatibevcr.  Thefe  preteniions,  h&uid,  Oiould  miw  be 
admitted,  and  aUowed  to  cxift,  «otil  fhe  tfeatjr  had  iccetted  iu 
final  nrtlficadon  by  the  King  and  ParUanient  of  Great  Bntaio* 
The  Oommiffioners  fhonld  atfo'be  iaHro^bed  tm  negocute  for 
fome  reafonahlc  moderate  contribution,  towards  the  com- 
mon czpencc  ot  the  jbmpiie  when  reuii^ied  \  and  to  takeaway 
all  pretext  lor  tiot  termtoating.  this  unhappf  4ifibre«oei  the 
contribtttion  was  not  4o  be  kiiGiUd  on  aa  a  fine  ^tm  ffmof  die 
treaty:  but  if  the  Ameiieans  (liould  refuie  {o  reafonabie  and 
equitable  a  propofition,  tltey  could  not  hereafter  look  for  fup- 
port  from  that  part  of  tlie  Empire,  to  the  cspence  of  aBhkh 
they  had  tefufed  to  -contribute. 

Snch  was  Ae  plan  of  AdminiftratioBt  ^  healing  the  m- 
happy  diiic fences  thai  lubiiilcd  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
>}ortli  American  colonies.  Whoever  cootiders  it  deliberately 
will  fee,  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  Britain  to 
enilaveher  American  lubjef^s,  (hough  fiich  an  tafimutioa  had 
been  artfully  propagated  in  many  of  the  colonies. 

Thefe  bills  did  not  pafs  through  the  liout'e  of  Commons 
without  very  fevere  cenfure :  and  during  their  progvefa,  feveral 
*  -alterations  were  made  in  diem,  both  in  the  committee  and  at 
their  report*  VHiether  tt  proceeded  from  a  -change  of  opinion, 
or  from  whatever  other  caufe,  the  powers  which  they  e^ve  to 
the  Commiihoners  were  much  more  limited,  than  thofe  whkh 
the  Mtntfter  had  at  Mi  propofed.  The  opposition  ftaaed,  that 
immediate  decifion,  on  the  part  of  the  perfons  wlio  wece  to 
condu^  the  treaty  in  America,  might  be  indifpenfibly  necelFary 
to  the  fuccef{»  of  their  ncgociations ;  that  il^u  was  the  only 
cnrcumtlauce  which  coald  a^brd  an  oiienixbie  mocire,  cither  for 
demanding  or  granting  fuch  powers  as  the  bills  weve  imeodcd 
to  convey  ;  and  that,  if  the  treaty  was  to  be  fettled  in  Biitaan* 
ihii  woalii  be  liiv'ii  propcrl;'  done  by  ruriiameut  itiVif.  .  They 
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accordiagl^  complained,  that  whik»  by  palltug  thdc  bills, 
Padiamesic  divefted  idelf  of  moft  importaiit  powm,  inftead  of 
confeiring  thoa  on  ks  Cofnmtflioner»9  who  were  to  s£l  abrosd* 

it  rcfcrvcd  them  at  home  in  the  hands  of  Miniftcrs,  whoaiiglit 
afterwards  u(e  them  as  they  (houid  think  ilt.  In  this  (late  they 
were  carried  to  the  Lords,  on  the  3d  of  March»  and  on  that 
daf  read  a  firft  tune*  Some  fevere  obfervattotis  were  made 
8pon  tliem  in  their  progreik  through  the  Honfe;  hut  ther 
were  'd  lc<c0:ul  time  on  the  5th,  pafi'cvl  on  tli^  oth,  .uui  oa 
the  1 1 th  received  the  itoyal  Afient.  On  the  i3th  of  Aprii, 
the  JCiiig  ordered  Letters  Patent  to  be  paiied  under  the  Great 
Seat  of  Great  Brkain^  cosftkuting  and  appointing  Frederick 
Eaii  of  Carlifie,  Kn^of  theThiUle*,  Richard  Lord  Vifcotmt 
Howe  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  5  SirWlill:\ni  Howe,  K.  B. 
Lieutcnant-Gcner.il  of  hisMajcfty's  f  rees,  and  Gcnerai  ofhia 
Ma^kfs  fioioea  in  America  onlf }  Wiiitam  £den»  E{qi  one  of 
theCommiffionera  Ibr Trade  and  Phmtationa;  and  George  John- 
iloiK ,  Lfq;  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  ;  to  be  his  Ma  jelly's 
CommiiiioDcrs  to  treaty  conlult,  and  agree  upoOt  the  n^enna 
of  quietHig  the  diforders  now  fubliding  in  certain  of  hia  I^Ia- 
jefty'a  CdomeSy  Pbotaiionsi  aod  Provinces  in  North  America* 
Adam  Fergufoo*  £%  waa  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
miffioncrs. 

The  time  was  now  arrived,  when  tlie  French  ^Unillry  were 
to  throw  off  the  maic»  and  openly  to  arow  their  coiine6lion 
with  the  American  States,  aa  an  independent  government.  On 

the  i3tli  of  March,  two  days  after  the  conciliatory  bills  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  affcnt,  the  Marquis  de  Noaiiles,  the  Frencii 
AmbaiTador  at  the  Britiih  Court,  in  the  name  and  at  tlu  dcHrc 
of  his  MaftoTi  delivered  to  Lord  Weymouthi  one  of  his  Ma- 
jedy's  Principal  Secretaries  of  Sute,  a  Declaration,  which  corn* 
pictely  verified  tlie  intelligence  furmerly  tr  infiiiittctl  from  Turis 
by  Lord  Stormont,  and  to  which  Adminiilration  had,  unfor- 
tanafiely,  not  been  plcafed  to  bcilow  the  attention  which  its 
impoftance  demanded** 

Lori 
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Lord  North,  by  hb  Majdly's  order,  acquainted  the  Hoale 

of  Commons,  that  next  d;»y  he  was  to  prefent  a  Meflage  from 
.  the  King  to  that  Honfe  ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  he  delivered  the  Royai  MeiTage,  accompanied  with  a 
copy  of  the  French  Declaration.*^  After  informtng  the  HoulC} 
that  in  confequence  of  this  ofienfive  coiiimuiticatMMi»  the  Khig 
liad  fent  orders  to  his  Amhiiliador  to  withdraw  firom  the  Court 
of  France,  he  laul,  "  That  his  Majclty  was  pcrfuadcti,  the 

juliicc  and  good  iaith  of  his  conduct  towards  foreign  powers, 
«  and  the  fit^rcrity  of  his  wifties  to  prcfenrc  the  tranquillity  of 

£uiope»  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  the  world ;  and  that  he 

trufted,  that  he  fliall  not  ftand  lefponfibk  for  thedtftmrbenca 
'  ^  'of  that  tranquillity,  if  he  ihould  find  hinlelf  called  apon  to  ve* 

fcnr  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  utijufl  an  aggrelTion  on  the  honour 
«<  of  his  Crown,  and  the  eOential  rights  of  his  kingdoms  ;  coo- 
**  trary  to  the  mod  folemn  alTurances,  fubveriive  of  the  law  of 
«  nationst  and  injunoot  to  the  rights  of  every  fovereign  power 

in  Europe.  His  Lordfliip  concluded  by  faying,  that  his  Ma- 
«<  jcfty,  relying  with  the  firmeft  confidence  on  the  zealous  and 
*'  affe(^lionatc  fupport  of  his  faithful  people,  is  determined  to  be 

prepared  to  exert,  if  it  Ihall  become  neceiTary,  aU  the  force 

and  reibuices  of  his  kingdoms }  whichy  he  tmftsy  will  be 
^*  found  adequate  to  repel  every  infult  and  attack,  and  tomain- 

tain  and  uphold  the  power  and  leputation  of  this  country.** 
On  the  fame  day,  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth  delivered  a  Hmilar 
Mcffii^e  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  When,  in  confequcncc  of 
thefe  meiiages»  the  addiefics  came  to  be  moved  for  in  both 
Uouies,  very  warm  debates  enfued  i  and  Admtniftratton  were 
noft  feverely  ceofured  for  their  condu£l,  as  it  refpeded  not 
America  only,  but  France.  'f*he  Minifter,  however,  carried 
the  addrefs  in  the  lloufc  of  Commons,  by  two  hundred  and 
fixty-thrce  againfb  one  hundred  and  thirteen^  and  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  by  eighty-four  and  11  xteen  proxies,  againd  thirty-four 
and  two  proxies:  and  both  Houiies  gave  his  Majefty  the  warmcft 
afluranccs  of  fupport  againft  the  attempts  of  his  enemies. 

The 
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'   The  French  Ambafliicioi        urJcrcJ  tu  kavc;  London  •,  and 
silthough  no  declaration  of  war  followed  that  order,  every 
sneafure  was  purfuedi  at  if  that  ionnalky  had  been  obienred,: 
more  ibips  were  immediately  put  in  commiiliony  and  an  a£fc 
was  pafledy  enabling  his  Majefty  to  call  out  and  a£emble  the 
militia.    But  the  French,  who  had  been  long  meditating  this 
blow,  were  bLforehand  w  'nh  us  in  every  thing.  They  hat;  nuiich- 
cd  large  bodks  of  theii  forces  to  iiicir  fea-coails  oppofite  to 
England^  avowed  their  intention  of  invading  theBritini  domi- 
nions; and  made  gteat  difpatch  in  equipping  at  Toulon^  m 
fleet  of  twelve  (aii»  of  the  line,  and  a  number  of  frigates^  the 
command  of  which  had  been  given  to  M.  d'Eftaing.  Little 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  deiUiution  of  this  fquadroii, 
as  II        pubUcly  known  that  M.  Girardy  who  was  iuvciled 
with  the  chara^ker  of  AmbaHador  from  France  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  had  embaiked  in  it.   In  order,  faoweTcr, 
to  obtain  certain  information  upon  this  fubjed^y  a  frigate  was 
fent  to  cruize  off  the  Straits  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mediterranean, 
with  OTderi>  to  return  to  England,  as  fooTt  as  he  could  afecrtniii 
thecourie  which  it  might  take,  afar  read  ang  che  Atlantic  ocean. 
It  is  now  known^  that,  on  the  i6th  of  December^  t777>  M. 
Giiard  had  delivered  to  the  agents  of  Gmgids  at  Paris*  the 
preliminaries  of  a  treaty  between  France  and  America;  and 
that,  on  the  6ih  of  Febi^.iry,  1770,  i^is  treaty  was  figned. 

On  the  2ii\  of  Mareh,  a  public  audience  was  given  at  V^- 
faiUeSy  by  the  King  of  France,  to  Dr.  Franklin*  Mr.  Deane» 
an4  Mr.  Lee,  in  their  public  characters,  as  Agents  of  the 
American  Congrefs.  They  were  introduced  by  the  Compte 
de  Vergennes,  and  received  with  the  ufual  formalities.  This 
iludied  liiiult  was  given  to  Great  Brua-.i,  in  confequence  of 
the  King'<;  Amballador  being  ordered  to  quit  Paris,  and  tlic 
French  Ambadador  to  leave  London.  Notwiihdanding  tlie 
profefiions  of  peace  which  the  King  of  France  had  made,  im 
his  declaration  to  the  Britifli  Court,  he  ordered  a  powerful 
fleet  to  be  equipped  at  Ikeft,  and  gave  the  command  of  it  to 
Id.  d  Orviliiwrt). 

The 
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The  7th  of  April  wis  the  day  fixed  bj  the  Houfe  of  Isorda 
for  finifliitig,  tn  their  grand  OMnmittee,  their  inquiries  into 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  :  and  in  the  great  and  intercfting  debate 
to  which  this  fuhjc6t  gave  rife,  the  Lords  in  oppolition  divided. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  a  long  fpeechi  ftfierted,  that  tons 
Americsi  was  loft ;  that  her  independence  was  eftabltflied  as 
firmly  as  that  of  other  ftates  ^  and  that  die  only  thini^  whidi 
wifdom  and  pruJciicc  now  di(J:latcd,  was  th.it  wc  ihould  attend 
to  the  prcfervation  and  improvement  of  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  £mpire.  This,  he  faid,  would  be  bed  efie£ked  by  an  im- 
mediate peace  with  Ametica,  and  by  a  Ittnm  to  fiiciidfliip 
with  oar  late  fellow-fiibjeds.  After  affirming,  that  in  the 
prefcnt  circir.il  ir.crs  of  the  nation,  the  grand  obje£l  of  Bririlli 
policy,  was  to  prevent  America  from  growing  into  habits  of 
comie^on  with  France  $  he  concluded,  by  moving  an  addiefs 
to  his  Majefly,  reprobating  in  the  ftrongeft  tsrmst  the  mea- 
fores  which  Adminiftration  had  purfued  with  refpe6i  to  the 
civil  war  in  America,  and  by  wliich  they  had  tnniiihcd  the  glory 
of  tiie  Empire^  and  plunged  it  into  inextrtciible  diificTiitTes. 

Lord  Weymouth  replied  to  his  Grace  i  and  when  he  fat 
down,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  rofe.  For  the  bit  time,  that  great 
Statefninn  now  appeared  in  the  Dritifh  Senate  ;  but  never  wjs 
the  power  of  his  eloquence  fo  ftrongly  felt,  liis  looks  were 
exprelfive  of  the  feeble  ftate  of  his  body,  and  his  utterance  was 
frequently  difficult,  interrapted,  and  broken  1  bnt  hit  more 
than  ufual  energy  of  language,  (hewed  that  he  fpake  horn  the 
heart.  After  reprobnting,  in  the  fevcreil  terms,  the  condu£k 
of  France,  he  exclaimed.  Could  we  forget  that  we  were 
Engliihmen  ?  We  had  withftood  various  efibrts  of  the  &o«r« 
bon  compa^,  and  why  ihould  we  now  give  up  all,  without 
rndeavouring  to  prevent  our  ioflcs,  without  a  blow,  without 
an  attempt  to  rcfcnt  the  infults  oHcred  us  ?  If  France  and  Spain 
were  for  war,  why  not  try  the  ilTue  with  them  ?  If  we  fell  in 
the  conteft,  we  ihould  fali;decently,  and  like  men*  Shall  £ng* 
H^men,  continued  his  Lordfhip,  fufler  the  infults  of  France 
y\iih  dartardly  puhilanimity  ?  Siia!l  they  fay  to  live  Moufc  of 
Bourbon,  ukc  all  we  havcj  and  let  us  live  in  ignominious 

fecurity  f 
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fecurity  ?  This  is  not  language  for  ai  Britfm.  It  neter  (hould 
be  his  language.  There  \rerc  yet  refources  within  ourfelves, 
to  oppofe  fuch  an  iafolcnt  invafion  of  national  right.  He  sc» 
probated  the  idea  of  de^iairmg  wider  any  chrcumftancca  ^  amt 
faid,  that  he  believed  diere  weie  yet  within  our  power,  efiee« 
tual  means  todiipcl  the  gathering  llorm,  though  he  wcuM  not: 
aver  that  he  knew  them.  He  regretted,  that  he  wanted 
Arength  and  abilities  to  ghre  his  King  and  cottntry  cfie^aal 
aSiftance  at  this  feriotts  moment  \  bvt  he  eould  jtiftly  deelaiet 
the  fincerity  of  Ms  dcfire  to  fupport  their  caufe. 

Haying  ipoken  with  fomc  enthufiafm  upon  thefe  topics,  he 
reverted  to  the  fubjedt  of  American  independency.  After  re« 
calling  to  the  view  of  the  Hotife»  the  extent  and  revenvft  e£ 
the  eftate  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  when  his  prelent 
Majcfly  came  to  the  ihrone,  he  alked,  What  r;gL;  tLe  HouLa 
of  Parliament  had  to  deprive  the  Prince  of  Wales,  tlic  Bilhop 
-  '  of  CHhabnrgt  and  the  other  riGng  hopes  of  the  Royal  Family, 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  thirteen  Ametican  provinces  ?  Befbie 
he  could  agree  to  taVe  away  from  any  of  the  heirs  of  the  Prtn«> 
cefs  Sophia's  body,  what  they  had  a  legal  and  natural  riglu  to 
expect  and  to  poflefs,  he  declared,  that  he  wo'ild  fee  the 
Prince  of  WaleSy  the  fiifiiop  of  Qfnabiiig>  and  the  icft  of  the 
young  Princes,  brought  down  to  the  Committee,  and  hear 
them  confent  to  lofc  their  inheritance.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he 
was  exceedingly  ill  j  but  as  long  as  he  could  crawl  down  to  the 
Houfe,  and  had  (Irength  to  raife  himfelf  on  his  crutches,  or  to 
lift  up  his  hand^  he  would  vote  againft  giving  up  the  depen- 
dency of  America  on  the  Sovereignty  of  Great  Britain  t  and  if 
no  other  Lord  would  coincide  in  opinion  with  hira,  he  would 
fingly  proteft  againtt  the  meafurc.  He  never  was,  nor  ever 
would  be,  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America;  but  had 
always  wiflied  to  place  them  on  a  fore  and  permanent  bads. 
To  this  fpeech  the  Duke  of  Richmond  replied  ;  and  when  he 
fat  down,  Loid  Chatham^s  great  foul  teemed  to  be  agitated 
with  fome  important  thought.  He  attempted  to  nfe  ;  but  his 
feelings  proved  too  ftrong  for  his  debilitated  conllitution  ;  and 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly  prelTing  his  band  on  his  breaft,  he  fainted.  The 

whole  Houfc  wjb  ill  ihe  grcatcft  .il.inn  ;  the  bar  was  c'.<  ucd, 
and  the  windows  were  thrown  opoii.  Very  fortunately.  Dr. 
Brocklefby  happened  to  be  below  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  attending  to  this  important  deb^e,  when  his  Lord(hip 
dropped.  He  flew  imiiiediately  to  his  relief;  and  exerted  all 
his  ikiil  Tor  the  recovery  of  fo  illuftrious  a  charaOcr.  By  his 
endeavours,  he  was  foon  reflored  to  life  :  and  on  the  arrival  o£ 
Dr.  Addington,  (bis  Lordlhip's  familf  phyfician)  both  the 
medical  gentlemen  thought  it  expedient,  to  remove  his  Lord-, 
(hip  no  farther  than  to  Mr.  Strutt's,  (the  Clerk  of  the  Houfc 
of  Lord^)  y  \cili  in  his  prefeatly  very  feeble  dlualion,  he  ihouid 
be  unable  to  bear  the  jolting  of  a  carriage. 

The  whole  nation  appeared  to  be  interefted  in  the  Earl  of 
Chatham's  recovery,  and  for  fome  time  they  were  flattered  in 
tiicir  hopes  ;  but  his  complaini-,,  .aui  a  worn  out  coniruutii>'n, 
bafRed  all  medical  Ikill  i  and  this  truly  great  mm  died  ai  his 
villa  of  Hayes,  in  Kent,  on  the  nth  of  May  following,  in  the 
feirentieth  year  of  his  age. 

It  may  juflly  be  faid,  that  he  died  in  the  fervice-of  his  coun- 
try :  and  the  beautiful  compiiinent  paid  by  Mr.  Pope  to  the 
late  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham,  might  with  great  propriety  be 
applied  to  the  dying  efforts  of  the  patriotic  Earl  of  Chatliam  i 

,  And  you,  brave  Cohham,  to  the  latefl  breath 
Shall  find  your  ruling  palfion  (Irong  in  death  : 
Such  in  thofe  moments  as  in  all  the  pafl. 
Oh  !  fave  my  Country,  Heav'n  fhall  be  yotir  lafl* 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  left  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

the  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  that  the  awful  event  which  they 
kad  now  witnefled,  muft  have  made  lo  itrong  an  imprelhon 
on  their  Lordfliips'  feelings,  as  to  render  them  indifpofed  to 
proceed  further  in  the  debate  )  and  that  he  would,  therefore^ 
propofe  an  adjournment.  His  propofal  was  adopted,  and  the 
Houfc  aujuurned  till  the  next  day.  The  debate  was  then  re- 
newed i  and  when  Uie  queilioa  was  put,  tlie  motion  for  the 

addrefs 
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aJdref^  was  rcjctlcvl,  thirty-three  being  for  it,  antl  fifty  agaiafi: 
it.  In  the  cour{e  of  this  feflion,  fixty  thoufand  icameo,  in- 
cluding elereti  tboufand  eight  hundied  and  twenty*nine  ma^ 
rineS)  were  ▼oled  for  the  year  1778. 

On  the  3d  uf  June,  his  IMajclty  put  an  end  to  the  fcflion  of 
Pariiament.    it  is  neceflary  only  farther  to  obferve»  that  Ad^ 
iatniibation»  regarding  the  terms  which  they  meant  to  ofo  ta 
the  revolted  pro?lnces  in  a  Tery  favourable  point  of  view»  vrere- 
of  opinion,  that  the  fpecdy  pubUcation  of  them  in  America 
might  induce  the  infurgents  to  embrace  the  bleilings  of  peacc^ 
fo  advanugeoufly  brought  within  their  reach«  Accordingly^ 
in  the  month  of  December,  1777*  they  (ent  rou^  draughts 
of  the  conciliatory  bilU  to  New  York^  with  orders  to  reprint 
thtrm  there,  and  to  ciiculate  tht'ia  jy  all  poilibk  mc.ins  in  the 
colonies.    The  good  intentions  of  Adminiftration,  however^ 
were  defeated  by  the  vigilant  countera£tion  of  the  rebel  Con* 
grefs,  who  publiihed  a  copy»  which  they  had  obtained,  of  the 
intended  acts  of  the  Eritifh  Parliament,  accompanied  witli 
their  own  remarks  and  obfervations.    Thefc,  dr;iwn  up  with 
ability  and  addrefs,  were  intended  to  defeat  the  dciigns  of  his 
Majefty's  Miniiters  \  and  were  foon  followed  by  an  addrefs 
from  CongreO^  exhorting  the  people  of  America  to  perfever- 
ancc  in  their  contefi  wiih  Grc  ii  iiritain.    It  was,  nev<.'rthelcfs, 
the  opinion  of  many  wcU-iniormed  colonics,  that  the  argu- 
ments and  influence  of  Congrefs  might  have  failed,  and  that 
they  might  have  felt  the  expediency  of  coming  to  terms  with 
his  Majefty's  CommifTioncrs,  if  Simeon  Deane,*  brother  to  one 
of  their  agent^i  at  Parh,  and  tlicir  fpccial  n.ciycngcr,  had  not 
at  this  critical  time  arrived,  wirh  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  of  thr  ir 
negociadons  at  the  Court  of  Verfailles ;  and  witli  copies  of  the 
treaties  of  friendfliip  and  alliance  concluded  between  France  and 
America.    Tlu:  a^lvant.t^cs  rcfuliing  from  thefc  wci':  bijzoncd 
forth  to  tlu:  Americans  ^  and  the  conceiTjons  pruil^red  by  the 
mother-country,  now  become  objecti  of  deteltatbn,  were  con- 
tcmptuoufly  reje^led.    They  conlidered  their  independence  as 

guaranteed 

*       arriTci  at  York-covm,  where  At  Cor gr.f*  wtrc  affflr.bki,  oo  the  id 
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guaranteed  and  confirmed,  bj  the  friendlhip  of  France;  and  they 
accordingly  prepared  to      in  fupport  of  it|  wkh  new  Tigour 

and  refolutlon. 

The  loU  of  the  northern  army,  under  General  Burgoyne^ 
was  a  blow  mod  feverely  .felt  in  England^  and.  which  greatif 
cramped  Admmiftmtion  in  their  fatBic  plan  of  operations; 

but  tlic  certainty  of  hofttlities  with  France  obliged  them  to 
have  rccourfe  to  meafurcs,  which  they  would  otherwife  have 
been  very  averfe  to  adopt.  Among  the  flrfl  of  thefe  were,  the 
orders  fent  for  evacuating  the  city  of  Philadielphtay  and  re- 
moving both  the  fleet  and  army  to  New  York.  This  meafttre 
has  been  much  bbmcd  :  and  has  been  mentioned  ns  one  caufc, 
why  fo  iittlc  attention  was  paid  to  the  conciliatory  propofitions 
by  the  Congrefsi  who,  it  was  faid»  coohl  fcarcefy  be  ezpe£kd 
to  negociate  with  Commi(!ioners  attended  by  a  retreating  army. 
A  fliort  tiii.L  }u>vvevcr  proved,  that  to  this  menfure  the  prcTer- 
vation,  both  of  the  BritiOi  fleet  and  army,  might  be  attributed. 
J^et  thofe  who  blame  this  ftep  confider^  that  the  army  of  the 
rebel  Americans  had  acquired  a  great  acceflion  of  flreogthy  as 
well  as  of  nrms  and  artillery,  by  the  Convention  of  Saratoga ; 
and  that  their  whole  united  force  would  foon  have  been  cli- 
re£led  agatnilJPhiladelphia*  A  fmall  extent  of  country  around 
that  city»  was  all  that  could  be  faid  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  the 
Britifh  troops  in  Penfylvania ;  and  this  territory  was,  by  no 
means,  capable  of  furnifhing  fubfiflcncc  for  fo  large  m  army, 
as  had  been  cantoned  in  its  capital  and  neighbourhood.  The 
Aeet|  at  this  time»  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  Deh- 
ware ;  but  in  all  probability)  that  command  would  not  have 
been  of  long  cominuancc  :  for  if  the  Britifh  naval  force  In 
America  had  remained  divided  between  that  river  and  New 
Tork»  as  it  had  been  during  the  laft  campaign,  M.  d'£f(aing 
would  Jiave  found  it  an  eafy  matter  to  have  deftroyed  all  the 
Ihips  of  war  and  tranfports  at  the  northern,  and  could  then 
have  empl' yea  Ins  whole  force  againfl  thofe  at  the  fouthern 
ilation.  From  his  acting  in  conjuuttion  with  General  W«iih- 
ington,  the  fuperiority  of  whofe  army  in  numbers  would  have 
enabled  him  to  commsmd  both  fides  of  the  tvKt,  the  moft  fatal 

eonfc- 
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confequetices  to  the  Btitifh  affairs  were  to  be  apprehended* 

The  f.Kfl  is,  that  the  American  agents  at  Paris  had  exhibited 
thefc  flattering  hopes  to  the  view  of  the  French  Miiiillry}  and 
that  their  accomptifliment  was  the  ofarje^  of  M«  d'EfUing's  tm« 
mediate  purfuit.  The  timely  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  difap* 
poini^^J  ihcfe  expectations  and  the  union  of  the  two  armies  at 
New  York,  enabled  Adminiikration  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
our  Weil  India  poileiDonSi  and  to  protradi  the  defjgns  of  the 
enemy. 

Many  more  fhips  of  the  line  were  put  in  commiffion  ;  but 
owing  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  number  already  employed  in 
America^  and  to  the  want  of  the  aid  of  the  American  feameUf 
(now  unfortunately  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale)  rery  con* 
fiderable  difficulties  occurred  in  manning  thenu  A  number  of 
new  levies  were  mule,  the  militia  of  England  were  cmbntiicd, 
and  the  defence  of  Scotland  wj<;  committed  almofl  entirely  to 
four  regiments  of  fencibles,  raifed  in  that  country  by  the  Dukes 
of  Boccleughy  Gordon,  and  Argyle,  and  the  Countefs  of  Su* 
therland.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding,  and  he^inniiig 
of  this  year,  moil  of  the  Fiag*OlHcers  were  relieved  on  their  re- 
fpe£kive  iiations,  and  replaced  as  follows :  Rear-Admiral  Duff 
was  fent  to  the  Mediterranean ;  Sir  Peter  Padcer  to  Jamaica  ; 
R'.  ir-Ailmiral  Barrington  to  the  Leeward  llUnds  j  and  as  Loid 
Howe  had  rcquefted  to  be  recalled  from  America,  Rear- Admi- 
ral Gambier  was  ordered  to  that  ftation :  but,  on  tho  French 
declaring  their  delign  to  aid  his  Majefty's  enemies,  Vice- 
Admiral  Byron,  with  a  (Irong  fqu^idron,  was  ordered  to  take 
the  command  in  North  America. 

His  Majefty  was  plcafed,  on  ihe  23d  of  January,  to  order 
the  following  promotion  of  Flag-Ofiiceri,  viz.  John  Reynolds, 
Efq;  Sir  Hu^h  Pallifer,  Bart.  Honourable  John  Byron,  and 
Ayguilus  John,  Earl  of  iiridol,  Rear  Admirals  of  the  WJute, 
to  be  Rear- A(^ni:rals  of  tlie  Red. 

George  Mackenzie,  Efq;  Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  and  Sir 
Peter  Parker,  Knt.  Rear-Admirals  of  (lie  Blue,  to  be  Rear- 
Admirals  of  ihc  While. 

VOL.  IV.    '  And 
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And  the  foilovvirig  Captains  were,  at  the  fame  time,  pro* 
moted  to  the  rank  of  Flag-OiUcersi  viz.  the  Honoarabie  Samuel 
Barrington,  Marriot  Arbuthnoty  Efq;  Robert  Roddam,  Efq; 

and  George  Darby,  Eftj^  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  White. 

John  Ccinipbell,  Efqj  Chrillopher  Hill,  Efq*,  James  Gani- 
bicr,  Efq;  William  Lloyd,  Efqj  Francis  William  Drake,  Efqj 
Sir  Edward  Hughes^  Knt.  and  Hyde  Parker  fenior^  £fq$  to 
be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  liis  Majcfly  was  plo  ifL-ii  to  order 
the  following  further  promotion  of  Flag-OlRcers,  viz. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy»  Knt.  George  Earl  of  Nonheflc,  Sir 
Thomas  Pye,  Knt.  and  Francis  Geary^  Efq;  Admirals  of  the 
Liiic,  ciiul  Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  Bart,  and  Janiei,  Young:, 
Efqi  Vice- Admirals  of  the  Red,  to  be  Admirals  of  the  White. 

Sir  Piercy  Brett^  Knt.  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  and  K.  B.  Sir 
James  Douglas,  Knt.  George  Lord  Edgiecumbe,  Samuel  Graves, 
Efq;  William  Parry,  Efq;  Honourable  Auguftus  Kcppel,  John 
Amherfl,  Efq;  and  his  Royal  Higluicl:^  Henry  Frederick,  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  Vice-Admirals  of  the  Red,  to  be  Admirals  of 
the  Blue. 

Sir  Peter  Denis,  Bart.  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Robert  Man, 

Efq;  Clark  Gayion,  Efq-,  and  John  IMontagu,  Efq;  Vice-Ad- 
mirals of  the  White,  to  be  Vice-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

Waihington  Earl  Ferrers,  Hugh  Pigot,  Molineux  Lord 
Shuldham,  Vice-Admirals  of  the  Blue,  and  John  Vaughan, 

Efq;  Rear-Adnuiai  of  the  Red,  tu  be  Vice- Admirals  of  il\c 
White. 

John  Lloyd,  Efq$  Robert  DuiF,  Efq;  John  Reynolds,  Efq; 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Bart.  Honourable  John  Byron,  and  Auguftus 

John,  Earl  of  Briflol,  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red,  to  be  Vice- 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

George  Mackenzie,  Efq;  Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,'  Knt.  and  the  Honourable  Samuel  Barrington,  Rear- 
Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red and 
John  Campbell,  Efq;  and  Chriftopher  Hill,  Efqi  Rear- Admi- 
rals of  the  Blae^  to  be  Rear- Admirals  of  the  White. 

Captain 
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Cat>tain  Rowley  fuccecded  Rcai'-Admiral  Barringtoti,  as 
Colonel  of  Marines  *,  Captain  Samuel  Hood  fucceedtd  Rear- 
Adrr  ir  il  Gambier,  as  Commiflioner  of  Portfmouth  dock-yard; 
and  Captain  Richard  Hughes  fucceeded  Rear-Admirai  Ar* 
buthnot,  as  Commiflioner  of  the  dock-yard  at  Halifax  in  Nova. 
8c()tla.  Sir  Thomas  Pye  was  appdiiir^^d  Purt-Admira!  at  Portf- 
mouth \  as  was  Lord  Shuldham  ai  I'lymouth)  and  Kear-Admi* 
ral  Roddam  atSiieeniefd.  >  % 

On  the  22d  of  April,  his  Maje(ly\s  (hip  the  Trident  of  fixty- 
four  guns,*  commanded  by  Captain  John  Elliot,  having  on 
board  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  AViiliam  Eden,  Efq;  and  George 
Johnftone,  Efq;  his  Majefty's  Commiflioners  for  reiloring  peace 
to  the  revolted  colonies  in  America^  failed  from  St.  Helen's  for 
Philadelphia  ;  and  foon  after  that,  Rear-Admiral  Gambier  was 
difpatched,  in  ihc  Ardent  of  ftxty-four  guns,  to  New  York. 

Adminiftration  were  foon  informed  of  the  failing  of  the 
French  fquadron  from  Toulon:  and,  anxious  to  have  theearlielt 
intelligence  of  its  real  deftination,  the  Proferpine  frigate. 
Captain  Sutton,  wjs  difpatched  to  cruize  oiT  the  mouth 
oi  the  Straits  oi  Gibraltar,  and  to  watch  its  motions  when 
it  ihottid  enter  the  Atlantic.  In  the  mean  time  Vke*Admi« 
ral  Byron  was  ordered  to  hotft  his  flag,  and  to  be  ready  to 
pruceeJ  to  fea  with  a  llrong  ftjuadron,  in  puriuit  i>l  M.  d'Lf- 
taing's  fleet.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  tliat  he  had  not  been 
fent  to  North  America  at  leail  iix  weeks  or  two  months  fooner  ^ 
but  the  uncertainty  of  the  deftination  of  the  Toulon  fquadron 
prevented  this  from  being  done.  If,  inftead  of  (leering  nght 
acrofs  the  Atlantic  ocean,  it  had  procecdcti  to  Bred,  and  form- 
ed a  jun^ion  with  the  enemy's  ihips  in  that  harbour,  it  might 
have  proved  too  powerful  for  any  naval  force  that  England  was 

u  2  able 

*  WhUft  tbcTridrtU  by  «t  anchor  at  St.  Helen's,  TotlM  vilbm  cut  the  collar 
of  die  main-ftay,  and  the  gamoMn  of  the  bowfprit.  If  this  had  not  been  pro- 
vidcntiaUf  dafcovered  in  proper  timr,  the  inaftt,  even  in  a  flight  gale  of  wind, 
would  have  gone  by  the  board*  the  fliip  would  have  been  rendered  incapoble  of 
proceedii^  on  hct  voyage,  or  in  a  ftrotig  gale  n^.i;^ht  have  foopdered.  Thi*hortid 
pice?  of  mifchief  was  diicovcred  only  an  hout  before  fhe  failed. 
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Me  to  aflen^y  m  tbe  Meoce  of  Admiral  Byron^s  fleet,  and 

enabled  the  enemy  to  aifh  without  control  in  the  Britifh  fcas. 
To  ihew  the  comparative  ibrength  of  the  BritiHi  and  French  fieet$ 
at  thia  ttmci  the  leader  Wiefencd  to  Note  81 :  for  the  number 
«£  llrips  which  had  been  hwkt  up  iince  the  peace  in  1763^  he 
may  look  at  Note  82 :  and  at  Note  83,  will  be  found  the 
ftrength  of  the  fleet  of  Spain.  The  confideraiion  of  all  thefe 
ftatements  will  (how,  that  Briuin  had.then  bat  too  little  reafon 
to  boaft  of  the  fttperioritj  of  her  naval  force,,  and  that  her 
Marine  Minifter  ihonld  at  all  times  be  extremely  cautious,  not 
to  break  up  line  of  battle  (hips  until  new  ones  are  ready  to  re* 
place  them.* 

In  order  to  haften  ewtxf  pieparatiott  for  the  enfuing  campaign, 
lits  Majefty  made  a  tourtoSheemefsand  Chatham,f  andlboo 

after  vifitedPortfmouth,  and  reviewed  the  ilcet  in  th^t  harbour. 
On  this  occa(ion,  by  the  account  given  in  the  London  Gazette, 
Ihe  following  Admirals  had  their  flags  as  under: 

Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  on  board-the  Princefs  Amelia. 
Admiral  the  Honourable  Augudus  Keppel,  on  board  ilic 

Prince  George  of  ninety  guns. 
Vice* Admiral  John  Montagu^  oh  board  the  Europa  of  fizty* 
_  four  guns* 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart,  on  board  the  Queen 

of  ninety  guns. 
Vice*Admirai  Sir  Hugh  Palliicr,  Bart,  on  board  the  Ocean 

of  mnety  guns. 
Rear*Adnural  the  Roifourable  Samuel  Harrington,  on  boaid 

the  Prince  of  Wales  of  feventy-four  guns. 
Rear-Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  on  board  the  Royal  Oak  of 

fcvcnty-fourguns. 
Commodore  John  £yanS|  on  board  the  Invincible  of  fimnty* 

four  giuis,  I 

*  Ever  fincethe  peace  in  ii  fiat  fieen  the  ftrenmi  endeavsarcf  tis 
Gtom  of  ftiBcc  ad  Spua  to  increife  tbdr  aaval  Ibrcp^ 

I  See  Auiiuul  RcgUler  for  1778,  Appendix  to  the  Chrooick. 
^  f  ora  lift  of  tbe  fleet,  ifis  i4vtc  84^ 
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His  Majeftjy  while  at  Portfmcmlhy  created  Captain  Samiiel 

Hood,  the  ConnnifHoner  of  the  <lock«yard  there,  and  Captain 
Sir  Richard  Bickcrton,  who  fteered  his  Majefly's  barge,  hoth 
3t  this  and  his  former  vifit  to  that  port,  Baronets  of  Great 
Bikain  i  and  confeired  the  honour  of  Knighthood  npon  Dighf 
Dent,  £fq;  Captain  to  die  fenior  flag*  He  alfo  ofdeved  a  pni» 
motion  of  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Midd^ipmcn.J 

Orders  had  been  fent  to  commence  holtiiities  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  againft  the  French  in  the  £ail  Indies  (  and  the  Alia  o£ 
6xty-four  guns,  eicorted  die  trade  for  that  part  of  the  globe. 
Convoyb  were  likewifc  appointed,  for  the  trade  to  the  coail  o£ 
Africa  and  the  Weft  Indies.  Vice-Admiral  Byron,  who  had 
been  appointed  fucceiTc^  to  Vice* Admiral  Lord  Vifconnt  Uowe» 
as  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  ihipa  and  itSeh  m 
North  America,  was  ordered  to  hoift  his  flag  on  board  the 
Princefs  Royal  at  rortimouth,  and  to  repair  to  Plymouth^ 
where  his  fquadron  was  to  aSuakAt,  and  to  be  ready  to  fail  at 


0J 

f  M^ftm  and  Commanders  made  Poft-C  ^p^nnf. 
^kotbooj  Paxrey,  I'honias  Gaborion,  and  l-armcry  Epworth. 

I.jciirmantt  made  Mailers  atid  Coamandere. 


a  n9« 


Thomaa  MaiihaII»  Princcfs  Ajnclia, 

Wiliisiii  George  Fairfa,   Prince  GtatgBf 


Thomas  Crcfpna, 
John  ReynoUk, 
^tartiii  Cole, 
Robert  Simontoo, 
Philip  Patton, 
David  CoUint, 

Hickurd  Trotter, 


Queen, 
Ocean, 

Prince  of  Waica, 
Royal  Oak, 
Invincible, 

Snrdwich,  en  bonrd 
of  \s  hich  (he  Queen 
vifitcd, 


Atdaata,  16  gUM* 

Alert  cutter,  xo  gum. 
Vefiivius  bomb,  x6 
Ranjrer,  8  gima 
Wolfe,  8  guiMb 
Aldemey,  12 
IPxvii.  bomb,  16  guns. 
Alfred,  armed  ihip,  aogunL 

QueoB,  aimed  fii^,  aogm. 


Thanuu  Uicka, 
PhiUp  WaUh, 


r  Augulla  yacht, on  board  -v 

<  which  was  the  Lords  of  V  Hclctu  brig,  14  guns* 

^  the  Adinirahf-  J 


iJic  Adinirahy, 

Rattlcfnakc  cutter,  Hoop,  ^..—^ 

Midihipmcn  made  Lieutenants,  viz.  one  from  each  flag^fliip;  one  from 
the  Sandvv'ich,  and  one  from  the  yacht.  S.  Ball,  P.  Kciley,  H.  Pullon,  C.  P, 
Price,  J.  Wathcrfton,  R.  Thomat,  J.  Bird,  P.  Pomy,  J.  Bcogaugb,  JLord  Rubot 
MaiuMn»  La^  Charles  Fit2£ei«id 
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a  moment's  warning.    He  was  joined  there,  by  Rear^Admiral 

Parker  and  Commodore  Evans,  who  brought  with  them  fevcral 
Ihips.  M.  d'Eftaing  failed  from  Toulon,  with  twelve  fail  of 
the  line  and  three  large  frigates,  on  the  1 2tli  of  April  ^  but  it 
was  the  idth  of  May  before  he  got  out  of  the  Straits  of  t]ie 
Mediterranean.  He  was  foon  after  that  difcovered  by  Captain 
Sutton,  in  the  Profrrpinc  frigate,  who  had  been  fcnt  to  watch 
liis  motions,  and  who  returned  with  nil  pofTible  expedition 
to  £ngland|*  to  inform  the  Miniftry  of  what  he  had  obferred. 
In  confequence  of  the  intelligence  which  he  brought,  orders 
were  fent  to  Vice- Admiral  Byron  to  procecil  imnictl lately  iur 
North  America,  with  thirteen  fail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate. 

He  failed  from  Plymouth  the  9th  of  June.  Whether  it  was 
owing  to  Its  having  been  badly  equipped,  to  its  having  fteeied 
an  improper*  courfe  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  or  to  what  other  caufe 
its  diftrefs  (hould  be  afcribed,  it  may  not  be  cafy  to  determine  j 
but  this  fquadron  was,  in  fa£^,  peculiarly  unfortunate.  Soon 
ttftsr  it  left  the  land,  it  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  in 
which  it  fuffered  much:  many  of  the  Ihips  fprung  their  mads, 
and  had  tlicir  rigging  othcrwife  greatly  damaged  ;  and  they 
were  fo  mudi  difperfed,  that  they  had  nearly^  fallen  an  cafy 
prey  to  the  very  fleet  which  they  were  intended  to  purfue, 

NORTH  AMERICA. 

In  America,  the  contending  armies  continued,  during  the 
winter,  in  the  fame  (ituation  in  which  they  were  at  the  end 

ol  ihc  cnmpaign  1777.  '1  he  Coiigrcfs  remained  at  York- 
town,  and  directed  matters  with  a  high  hand,  efpecially  with 
regard  to  the  detention  of  the  gallant  army,  which  had  been 
obliged  to  furrender  to  their  forces  at  Saratoga.  They  detain- 
ed it  at  Bofton  on  the  mofl  frivolous  and  vexatious  pretences ; 
and,  in  this  inflance,  departed  from  the  noble  and  manly 
fpirit,  which  on  other  occaiions  appeared  in  their  conduct. 
At  laft,  on  the  8th  of  January,  they  came  to  a  lefolution,  that 

the 

•  captain  Sutton  foilowtd  tJic  French  fleet  ninety  Icapies  in  the  Atlantic,  tad 
left  them  in  kt.  34^,  and  lung.  7^ :  h«  arrived  at  the  Admiralty  oa  ihc  6ih  of  Jiuie* 
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the  embarkation  of  General  Burgoync  and  his  army  fhould  be 
fufpendedi  until  a  diftindfc  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  Con« 
ventton  at  Saratoga  (hould  be  properly  notified  to  thcm^  by  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain. 

Lord  Howe  continued  in  the  chief  command  of  the  fleet  on 
this  ilation  and  Sir  William  Howe  at  the  hea  itfae  amy. 
As  foon  as  the  feafon  would  admit  of  military  operations^  the 
latter  fent  out  fcvcral  detachrnents,  to  range  the  country  for 
many  miks  round  Fhibdelphia  and  in  the  proTincc  of  Jcrfey^ 
to  open  the  communication  for  bringing  in  fupplies^  and 
to  colle£^  forage  for  the  army.  Thefe  detachments  were  in 
general  fuccefsful ;  and  their  behaviour  gained  his  approbation. 
One  of  them,  confifting  of  three  battahons  and  a  provincial 
corps,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mawhood,  on  the  27th 
of  Marchj  made  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  New  Jerfey,  near  to 
Salem  %  and,  after  difperfing  the  forces  co!le£^ed  in  that  part 
of  the  country  to  oppofe  them,  obtained  a  very  large  fupply  of 
forage,  which  they  condu£led  without  lofs  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  Lieutenant*Colonel  Abercrombie  was 
detached,  with  four  hundred  light-infantry,  three  hundred 
rangers,  and  a  party  of  light  dragoon??,  to  furprifc  a  corps  of 
the  rebels,  which  confilled  of  nine  hundred  men,  under  the 
command  of  a  Brigadier-Genenl^  and  was  poded  about  feven- 
teen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  This  fer? ice  he  executed  with 
Ikill,  adlivity,  and  bravery.  He  condu£led  his  march  with 
fuch  filence,  that  they  were  completely  furprifed.  Without 
allowing  them  time  to  execute  arrangements  for  defence^  he 
inftantly  attacked  them  with  the  greateft  vigour^  and  com* 
pletely  defeated  them  y  killing,  wounding,  and  taking,  a 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  including  officers:  with  the  lofs  on 
his  part  of  only  nine  wounded.  The  route  would  have  been 
far  more  fatal  to  the  enemy,  notwithftanding  their  precipitate 
flight,  if  the  long  march  of  the  infantry,  in  cfle^ing  this  fur- 
prife,  h.id  not  dlfablcd  tl.cm  from  making  a  vigorous  purfuit. 

The  rcbcU  being  employed  in  prepariiig  vcifcb  and  fm  <!l 
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cvaifty  along  the  Jerfej  Oaotc  of  the  river  Delaware^  and  alCo  in 
ere£Ung  magaxinesy  the  Admiral  and  General  refolved,  if  po£» 

fible,  to  deflroy  them.  For  this  purpok,  they  ki  on  foot  a, 
conjunQ  expedition,  in  which  the  troops  were  to  be  connmamU 
ed  by  the  Honourable  Major  John  Maitland,  and  the  naval 
force  hj  Captain  John  Henry.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  of 
May^  the  fecond  battalion  of  light-infantry,  with  two  field- 
pieces,  were  embarked  in  eighteen  flat-boats  ;  and,  efcortcd 
by  the  HuHar,  Cornwallis,  Ferret»  and  Philadelphia  galiiesy 
the  Viper  and  Pembroke  armed  fchooners,  .and  four  gun«boatSf 
they  proceeded  up  the  Delaware.  The  wind  blowing  down 
the  river,  vitli  mucli  ralii,  aiul  the  ebb  making,  when  they  had 
advanced  twelve  miles  they  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor, 
and  remain  in  their  pofition  till  five  o'clock  next  morning.  At 
this  hour  they  gpt  under  way,  failed  up  the  river«  and  by  noon 
were  abreaft  of  Whitehill,  where  Major  Maltl.md  reTuIvcril  to 
make  a  defcent.  Captain  Henry  accordingly  made  a  dilpoii* 
lion  of  the  gailies  and  craft  to  coTcr  the  landing  of  the  troops  $ 
which  was  tfk€tcd  without  oppofition^  though  the  infurgents 
appeared  in  force  with  cavalry  and  foot,  but  chiefly  with  the 
former.  As  foon  as  the  field-pieces  (dirce  pounders)  were 
landed,  Major  Maitland  began  his  march  to\^'ards  Borden* 
town,  diftant  about  two  miles.  The  Americans  kept  retreat* 
ing :  but  at  a  creek,  over  which  the  Britifli  troops  were  ob* 
liged  tocrofs  by  a  dam,  p.irt  of  which  wu  s  of  wood,  they  made 
a  iland,  feemingly  rcfolved  to  defend  the  pafs.  They  had  a 
ficld-piece»  with  which  they  attempted  to  break  down  the 
dam;  but  the  light-infantry,  pufliing  forward  with  their  ofual » 
.intrepidity,  preventc4  ilic  accomplifliment  of  their  dcfign.  A 
warm  fire  now  commenced,  wiiich  ended  in  a  precipitate 
retreat  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  Abandoning  their  field^piecC) 
which  they  had  been  able  to  fire  only  once,  they  run  to  a 
battery  of  five  guns  vilnth  tlicy  had  in  the  town,  and  which 
lud  been  placed  in  luch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  iliips  from 
coming  up  the  river.  The  light-infantry  drove  them  alfo  horn 
that  battery  j  where  they  left  fourteen  killed  on  the  fpot.  Near 
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the  pince  wiicre  the  troops  had  diCcmbarkccI,  Captain  Henry, 
witK  his  gallies  and  gun-boats^  burnt  two  of  the  eneaiy's  frU 
gatcs»  VIZ.  the  Waihiogtoa  pierced  for  thirty-two,  and  the 
Effingham  for  twenty-etght  guns ;  together  with  a  brig  and  m 
floop.  As  foon  as  the  King's  troops  hr.il  obtained,  pol]l-l]ion  of 
Borden-town,  the  gallies  and  craft  moved  to  tiiat  place,  where 
they  alio  burned  feveral  large  ihips  and  privateers.*  The 
troop3  were»  in  the  mean  time,  employed  in  burning  and  de- 
ftroying  four  (lorehoufes,  containing  large  magazines  of  pro- 
viGons  of  all  forts,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  tobacco,  fomc 
military  floret  and  camp  equipage.  Unfortunately  the  fire 
vas,  hf  fome  accident,  communicated  from  the  ftores  to  the 
hottfe  of  a  Mr.  Burden,  a  Colonel  in  the  rebel  fervice,  and  it 
was  coiifumed,  together  with  his  furniture.  Captain  Henry, 
with  the  gallies,  went  up  CrofwcU  creek,  wl  crc  lie  deilroyed 
feveral  vefleis  of  force.  He  alfo  reconnoitred  Watfon*s  creek, 
with  a  Tiew  of  deftro  v  ing  the  enemy's  gallies  there  j  but  this  ht 
found  impr  iclicable,  as  the  rebels  had  lunk  iiiem  in  fo  deep 
uater,  that  they  were  hidden  at  the  lowed  ebb. 

The  country  was  now  much  alarmed  by  this  expedition : 
and  die  enemy,  fuppoGtig  that  Major  Maitland  would  march 
•to  Trenton,  had  affembled  there  in  great  foree.  To  confirm 
them  in  that  opinion,  and  to  prevent  them  from  tliinking  of 
fttccouring  any  other  place,  he  moved  forward  in  that  direction. 
Captain  Henry,  with,  the  gallies  and  other  veflels,  rowing  up 
along-fhore  as  he  advanced ;  but  embarking  the  troops  in  the 
flat-boats,  he  crofled  the  river,  and  landed  in  the  evening  on 
the  Penfylvanla  (hore,  where  he  took  poft  fo  as  to  cover  the 
naval  force.  Early  next  morning,  he  marched  to  Bile's  iiiand 
creek,  where,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  gallics,  he  burnt 
feveral  veffels,  particularly  two  loaded  with  tobacco,  rum,  and 
military  ftores.  About  two  o'clock  the  troops  proceeded  to 
Briftol}  and  after  a  march  of  thirteen  miles,  arrived  there 
about  five  in  the  evening.  Having  burned  all  the  enemy's 
VciTeis  they  found  there,  they  again  ei.  barkcd  1::  the  flat-boat* 
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at  riiiifc^  and  eari^  next  morning  landed  at  PhiUde]|^Ut 
without  lofing  a  man  iii  this  exploit. 

In  the  feveral  excurlions,  which  the  different  detachments 
from  tiic  jrniy  ni.ulc  through  the  winter,  in  the  environs  of 
Philadelphia,  many  oflicers  difllnguillicd  tlicmfclvcs.  One 
exploit  merits  particular  notice.  Captain  Lord  Cathcart,  who 
fiad  been  fent,  at  the  head  of  twemy>five  light  dragoons,  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  pofitiuii  at  ^VIlitc  Marfli,  having  Picnrd 
that  one  of  their  patrols  hud  loilgcd  thcmfelves  in  a  houfe  on 
the  road  leading  to  that  place,  his  Lordfhip  furrounded  the 
houfe  and  fummoned  them  to  furrender.  The  party,  which  con- 
lifted  of  ten  men,  having  barricadoed  the  doors  and  windows, 
peremptorily  refufed  to  obey  his  funinions  :  but  on  his  firing  a 
few  (hot  through  the  door,  and  menacing  them  with  the  bay- 
onet, they  begged  for  quarter.  *  He  mounted  each  prifoner  be« 
hind  a  dragoon,  and  brought  them  to  Philadelphia.  This  ex- 
curfion  of  twenty-ei'^lit  miles  was  perforiTied  without  a  lult. 

General  Sir  William  Howe,  having  obtained  his  Majefty's 
leave  to  return  to  England,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia,  on  the  8th  of  May,  to  alTume  the  command  of  the 
».Mny.  IV Tore  his  (lep.irture,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  aceept  an 
invitation  to  a  and  entertainment,  made  in  honour  of  him  by 
the  ofHcers  of  the  army,  and  intended  to  (hew  to  the  whole 
world,  the  very  high  efteem  in  which  they  held  him. 

The  rebels  had  obtained  very  exaft  information  of  what  was 
going  on  at  Philadelphia,  and  thought,  that  the  very  night  on 
which  the  military  were  to  be  fo  deeply  engaged,  inputting  nil 
the  honour  in  their  power  on  their  late  Commander  in  Chief, 
*would  be  a  fit  time  to  furprilc  the  city.  They  hoped  then, 
to  find  the  Britifli  army  fo  much  intoxicated  and  otT  their 
guard,  that  their  total  defeat  would  be  tlie  confequence  of  a 
we]l-condu£^ed  attack.  The  command  of  this  enterprife  was 
intrufted,  by  General  Wafhington,  to  the  Marquis  de  fa 
Fayette,  who  very  probably  was  the  proje£lor  of  it.  He 
croffcd  the  Scliuylkill  on  the  i  bth  of  May,  with  a  felecl  de- 
tachment of  near  three  thoufftnd  men ;  proceeded  to  take  pod 
on  Barren-hilli  about  twelve  miles  in  front  of  the  rebel  army, 
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which  was  then  at  Valley  Forge  ;  and  was  at  great  pains  in 
placing  his  outpofls  and  vidcttes,  fo  as  to  prevent  a  furprife. 
The  village  of  White  Marfli,  at  which  feveral  roads  incet,  was 
(jtuated  at  the  diflancc  of  about  two  miles  on  his  left.  The 
militia,  to  whom  he  had  intruded  this  poft,  were  very  negli- 
gent :  and  information  of  their  carelefl'nefs,  togctlier  with  an 
account  of  the  Marquis's  pofition,  his  force,  and  the  fufpicions 
which  were  entertained  of  his  intentions,  were  conveyed  to 
Philadelphia. 

A  plan  was  immediately  formed,  to  furprl fc  him  and  cut  ofF 
his  retreat :  and  for  this  purpofe,  Major-General  Grant  was 
detached,  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  fomc  light  artillery, 
and  a  troop  of  light  dragoons.  He  took  the  Frankfort  road, 
and  croffrng  the  country  through  the  old  York  road  and  White 
Marfh,  next  morning  entered  the  road  on  which  the  Marquiji 
was  pofted,  at  Plymouth  meeting-houfe,  about  two  miles  \i\ 
his  rear.  Matfon's  ford,  on  the  river  iSchuylkill,  is  about  one 
mile  and  a  quartcf  from  this  place,  and  about  two  miles  from 
Banen-hill  church,  where  the  Marquis  was  encamped.  As 
this  is  the  only  ford  by  which  he  could  c(Fcck  his  retreat,  if 
General  Grant  had  either  marched  his  whole  corps  to  it,  or 
fent  a  ftrong  detachment  to  have  fecured  it,  the  purpofe  of  his 
expedition  would  have  been  completely  accomplilhcd.  Hut 
inftead  of  doing  this,  he  formed  his  troops  into  two  diviCons, 
one  of  which  got  round  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  whilft 
the  otiier  continued  in  the  road  which  led  to  La  Fayette's  dc» 
tachment.  The  Marquis  foon  perceived  the  critical  fituation 
in  which  lie  was  placed,  and  left  net  a  moment  in  marching 
with  his  whole  force  to  the  ford,  which  he  croilcd,  before  the 
overfight  of  the  King's  troops  was  perceived,  or  could  be  re- 
medied. By  thefe  means  he  efcnped,  with  very  little  lofs  : 
and  General  Grant  marched  back  his  corps  to  Philadelphia. 

Since  Sir  Peter  Parker's  departure  for  Jamaica,  the  fquadror* 
at  Rhode  Ifland  was  commanded  by  Captain  (irifTith.  On  the 
24th  of  May,  two  conjun^l  expeditions  from  N'cwpnrt  look 
place.    The  firft  of  thcfe  ^vas  conducted  by  C  ntilii  CI  lyton 
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of  the  navy,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of  the  224 
regiment.  Major-Gencral  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  commanded 
his  Majeiiy's  land-forces  at  Rhode  liknd^  had  received  certain 
informadony  that  General  SuUiTan  had  arrived  at  Providence, 
to  take  the  comm  md  of  the  rebel  forces  which  were  .iflemblcd 
there,  vitli  au  inteution  of  making  an  attack  upon  the  iiland^ 
when  a  convenient  opportunity,  (hould  ofier.  He  had  alfo  been 
afluredf  that  a  great  number  of  boats  and  a  galley  were  afliote 
iind^r  repair,  on  the  wtlt  fuie  of  the  river  and  below  Kicka- 
mutt  bridge,  where  there  were  likewife  fome  ilores  and  a 
number  of  cannon.  The  General  confulted  Commodore  Grif- 
fith, MTtth  refpe£l  to  the  meafures  which  this  information  (hoald 
lead  them  to  purfue  :  and  both  agreed  in  opinion,  that  without 
loijng  a  moment,  they  (hould  take  advantage  of  tlie  unguarded 
iituation  of  the  enemy's  veiTe Is  and  (lores,  and  deftroy  them. 
In  this  opinion  they  were  confirmedf  by  intelligence  on  which 
they  could  with  confidence  rely,  that  the  rebels  had  not  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  between  Warren  and  Brifto| 
ferry  ;  and  that  it  was  impoflible  for  any  confiderable  force  to 
ailemble  and  come  to  their  aififtancCf  before  the  obje^  of  the 
expedition  could  be  attained  and  the  troops  re-embarked. 
I^icutenant-Coluncl  Campbell  was  accordingly  detached,  with 
eight  battalion  companies  of  the  22d  regiment,  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  54th  regiment,  commanded  by  Captains  Cooie 
and  Trench,  and  Captain  Noltenius's  company  of  HelTiaR  chaf- 
icurs,  amoiiniing  In  all  to  about  five  hundred  men,  wlio  march- 
ed in  the  evening  to  Arnold's  Point.  About  twelve  o'clock 
that  night,  they  embarked  there  in  flat  •boats }  and,  under  the 
dire&ion  of  Captain  Clayton  and  Lieutenant  Knowles,  pro^ 
ceedcd  up  the  harbour  towards  Warren  river :  the  Flora,  at 
the  fame  time,  moving  up  above  Papafquafh  Point  to  cover  the 
difembaikation  of  the  troops,  and  the  other  Oiips  changing  their 
ftattons,  fo  as  to  give  all  poflible  afliftance  in  that  fervice.  Soon 
after  day-break,  unperceived  by  the  rebels,  they  were  landed, 
three  miles  below  Warren,  and  about  a  mile  above  Briftol. 
Colonel  Campbell  immediately  feut  a  dcuchment^  headed  by 
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Cnptain  Scir  of  the  22(1  regiment,  to  Papafquafti  Point,  to 
dcilroy  a  battery  of  one  eighteen  pounder.    This  he  cafily  ef- 
fc£led  i  making  a  Captain  of  artillery  and  feven  private  men 
prifoners :  while  he  was  thus  employed,  the  main  body  of  the 
Sling's  troops  marched  to  the  town  of  Warren  %  and  havinf^ 
fecured  all  ilic  pallet  ui  its  iici.;liboui houd,  Colonel  Campbell 
proceeded  with  a  detachment  to  Kickamu6t  river,  where  he 
found  the  boats  belonging  to  the  enemy,  without  a  guard  or 
any  fort  of  protedbion.   Thefe  were  immediately  co]ie£led  in 
heaps  ;  and  the  whole,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  many  of  them  fifty  feet  long,  were  fet  on  fire  and  confum- 
ed*    A  galley  of  fix  twelve-pounders,  and  two  (loops,  one  oC 
whkh  was  loaded  with  ftores,  and  a  quantity  of  materials  for 
building  and  repairing  Tefiels,  (hared  the  fame  fate;  as  did  a 
mill,  and  a  briilge  over  the  river.    The  guns  of  the  galley,  to- 
gether with  three  eighteen  pounders,  mounted  on  travelling 
carriages,  were  fpiked,  the  trunnions  knocked  off,  and  the 
carriages  burnt.    As  foon  as  this  (ervice  was  performed,  Co- 
lonel Campbell  marehed  back  to  Warren,  wliere  the  party  he 
had  left  had  deliroyed,  in  like  manner,  a  park  of  artillery,  con- 
fifting  of  two  twenty-four  poufiders,  two  eighteen  pounders^ 
and  two  nine  pounders,  mounted  on  traveUing  carriages,  with 
fide-boxc^,  amn.un  It  ion,  and  fide-arms  complete.    In  the  town 
of  Warren,  tliey  difcovered  a  houfe  full  of  ammunition  and 
other  warlike  ftores,  and  fome  calks  of  rice,  rum,  and  fugar^ 
to  which  they  fet  fire,  and  it  foon  after  blew  up.   Tlie  town- 
houfc,  chuieh,  and  fcvcral  houlc:,  '.vcrj  iikcvvife  burned  to 
the  ground :  and  in  Warren  river,  a  new  privateer  iloop  of 
fixteen  four  pounders,  and  fit  for  fca,  was  alfo  burnt.  'Hav* 
ing  performed  this  fenrice.  Colonel  Campbell  marehed  his  de- 
tachment back  by  way  of  Drifh^l.    N-ar  t  ?  W  :rrL'n,  on  his 
march,  he  fpiked  two  field-pieces,  and  rendered  uielefs  a  light 
three  pounder,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned.    He  deilrary* 
ed,  in  the  fame  manner,  two  tbree-pouoders  which  he  found 
in  a  redoubt  on  iL^  road. 
In  marching  throu^  BiUkol,  he  fpiked  one  eighteen  poun- 
der 
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<kr,  blew  up  a  houfe  full  of  miiitary  (lores,  and  burnt  the 
church  and  fome  houfes.  ' 

By  this  time,  the  infur^nts  had  afiembled  to  the  amount 

of  foine  liuiidrcds,  who  kept  up  an  inceflant  fi rc  with  two  ficld- 
#  pieces  on  the  rear  of  the  King's  troops,  until  they  gained  the 

height  above  Briftol  ferry.  Having  fpiked  two  eighteen  poun- 
ders which  they  found  in  a  battery  on  that  height,  they  made 
the  Hgnal  for  the  flcU-boats  to  advance  from  Papafquafli  Point. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  boats,  the  whole  detachment  rc-em- 
barked  with  the  greateft  regularity  and  good  order,  under  cover 
of  the  fort  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  and  the  Flora  frigate  and 
two  gallics,  the  Pigot  and  Spitfire.*  The  rebels  ventured  to 
aicend  the  hill  with  one  field-piece,  but  not  till  all  the  troops 
had  embarked,  and  the  boats  had  got  to  a  coniiderable  diftance 
from  the  fliore. 

This  fervicc  was  performed  with  very  little  lofs.  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  of  the  2 id  regiment,  lour  iiclliaa  and  eigltt  Britifh 
ibldiers,  were  wounded  *,  and  two  drummers  milling.  The 
*  enemy's  lofs  could  not  be  fo  eafily  afcertained,  as  they  kept  at 
a  great  diftance,  and  fired  chiefly  from  behind  walls :  on  this 
occafion  one  Colonel,  three  Field-Oiliccrs,  two  Captains,  two 
Lieutenants,  and  iiiry-eight  foldiers  or  beiongiug  to  the  rebel 
militia,  were  made  prifoners* 

Another  part  of  this  expedition  was  conducted  by  Captain 
Rcevcb  of  the  navy,  v\  Iio,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  fame  morn- 
ing, with  the  Pigot  galley,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Stanhope, 
and  fix  armed  boats,  pailed  the  enemy's  battery  at  Briftol  ferry : 
and  although  hailed  by  the  fentries,  deceived  them  fo  effe^lual- 
)y,  that  they  were  made  to  beli;:vc,  that  the  galley  was  one 
of  their  own  velleis.  As  foon  as  the  Pigot  came  to  anciior  in 
Mount  liope  bay.  Lieutenant  Kempthome  was  detached,  with 
the  armed  boats,  to  the  mouth  of  Taunton  river,  where  he 
landed,  and  took  a  galley,  carrying  two  eighteen,  two  twelve, 
and  fix  fix-pounders.    As  die  enemy  were  off  their  guard  he 

met 

*  The  Spitfire  was  taken  from  therebclitbac  morniiig)     liaitCMiH  Kcmff 
tkorae  of  the  Nonfiicb» 


Digitized  by  Google 


1778-         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  319 

jiiet  with  no  oppofition.  To  draw  the  attention  of  tlie  rebels  at 
Howland*$  ferry  to  the  Seconnet  ihore^  Lieutenant  d'Auvergne^ 
of  the  Alarm  galley,  on  th^  morning  of  the  (ame  day,  landed 
a  party  of  marines  at  Fogland  ferry,  burnt  the  guardhoufc  tlicrc, 
and  retreated  without  any  lofs.  The  Commodore  was  muck 
pleafcd  with  the  condu£^  of  Captains  Clayton  and  Reeves^  and 
Lieutenants  Kempthome,  KnowJes,  Stanhope,  Chriftian,  and 
d'Auvergne:  and  Sir  Robert Figot  highly  approved  of  the  be- 
haviour of  Culoncl  Campbel!,  Licutcnant-Coionel  Hiliman, 
Captains  Coore,  Trench,  and  Captain  Noltenius* 

The  fecond  conjunfl  expedition,  from  Newport  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  took  place  on  the  30th  of  May.  A  detachment  of  one 
hundred  men,  commanded  by  Major  Eyre  of  the  54th  regi- 
ment, was  embarked  at  Arnold's  Point  in  flat-boats,  which 
were  efcorted  by  the  Pigot  galley  and  fome  armed  boatft,  under 
.  the  dlre£^ion  of  Lieutenant  Chriftian,  in  his  Majefty's  (loop 
the  King's  Filher,  for  the  purpofe  of  ckdroying  the  faw-mills, 
which  the  rebels  had  on  a  creek  near  Taunton  river.  Thcfe 
mills  were  reported  to  be  buiily  employed,  in  preparing  mate- 
rials to  build  boats  and  other  craft,  for  an  intended  InvaHon  of 
Rhode-  Ifi.md. 

Unfortunately,  the  galley  got  aground  in  pafiing  Briilol 
ferry  ^  but  the  boats  proceeded,  and  foon  after  day-break,  ar<* 
rived  at  the  place  where  it  was  propofed  to  land  the  troops. 
They  were  difcovered  fome  httle  time  bciuri;  ilicy  reached  th(! 
fliore,  and  a  ^^ciicral  ahani  wab  given,  by  firing  cannon  ami 
{mall  arms.  When  the  troops  attempted  to  difembark,  they 
were  fired  upon  by  a  ftrong  guard,  which  was  foon  difperfed 
by  one  of  the  gun-boats.  They  then  landed,  puihed  forward 
to  two  nuUb,  the  one  for  fawing  limber,  the  o'Axr  foi  grain, 
let  fire  to  both,  and  entirely  coniumed  them  ;  io<^ether  with  a 
very  conliderable  quantity  of  boards  and  planks  for  building 
boats  and  privateers,  and  many  facks  of  com.  The  Major 
hndiiig  a  'greater  number  01  iiui.  la  ar^L^  ih^n  he  cxj)ecled,  ami 
being  apprchcniivc  tliat  tlic  oppohiion  wouhl  increale^  thought 
it  more  prudent  to  retire  than  to  advance  farther  to  the  other 
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mill  f  efpecially,  as  the  chief  obje£^  of  the  expedition  was 
alieadf  attained.    In  returning  to  the  boats  he  fet  fire  to  the 

enemy's  guard-room,  a  provifion  (lore,  and  nine  cedar  boats. 
His  lofs  was  two  men  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Goidfmitli  and 
four  men  wounded :  but  that  t^f  the  rebels  was  confiderably^ 
greater* 

When  the  tide  made,  the  Pigot  galley  got  afloat :  but  in 

towing  her  off,  Lieutenant  Andrew  Coniralton,  of  his  Majeftv's 
fhip  Flora»  \\r\$  badly  wounded  in  the  ihouldcr  by  a  cannonp- 
bally  and  two  fatlors  were  killed.  The  General  and  Commo- 
dore were  much  pleafed  with  the  fpirit  and  conduf^  which 
die  ofikcr^  and  men  difplayed  in  this  excurfion. 

Earl  Cornwallis,  and  three  of  his  Majelty's  Commiiiioncrs, 
armed  in  the  Delaware  from  England »  in  the  Trident,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  and  next  day  went  to  Philadelphia.  On  the  pth, 
they  fent  their  Secretary,  Doctor  Fergufon,  to  Congrcfs,  wiili 
a  letter  addreiTed  to  the  Prefident^  a  copy  of  their  comnuOiony 
the  late  a£ls  of  Parliament,  and  fome  other  papers ;  buti  on 
pretence  of  his  not  having  proper  pafTports,  lie  was  flopped  on 
the  road,  by  an  American  General  Officer,  and  obliged  to  re- 
turn. The  General  ufidcrtook  to  forward  the  difpatchcs  to  the 
Preiident  y  but  although  the  Congrefs  knew,  that  the  Do£lor 
was  the  agent  intended  for  conduding  the  negociadon,  they 
refufed  to  grant  him  a  pafiport.  Foiled  in  this  effort,  die  Com* 
niifTioners  attempted,  by  other  means,  to  obtain  a  confevcnce, 
which  might  lead  to  a  reconciliation  between  the  parent  ilate 
and  her  colonies ;  but  in  this  attempt  they  were  equally  un« 
fbccefsfttl :  for  Congrefs,  thinking  that  they  had  proceeded  too 
far  to  rctradt,  had  already  taken  a  decided  [):irt,  and  confuicrcd 
the  time  for  ncgociating  as  paft.  The  CommiiTioners,  at  their 
iirft  outfet,  propofed  feveral  arrangements  and  conceffions,  obvi* 
oufly  fo  beneficial  and  important  to  America,  that  they  flattered 
thcmfelves  with  tlic  hope  of  their  proving  the  means  of  rcftor- 
ing  peace  and  harmony  to  the  Empire.  They  propofed  an  im- 
mediate ceiTation  of  hoiiilities  by  fea  and  land :  and  offered  to 
leftore  a  free  intercottrfe,  and  to  renew  the  common  benefits  of 

naturaU- 
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mturalization  through  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Empire  :  to  ex- 
tend every  freedom  to  trade^  Uut  the  refpe^ive  intercfts  on 
both  fides  could  lequire:  to  agree  that  no  oiiUury  force 
Ihoald  be  kept  up  in  the  diflerent  ftates  of  North  Ame- 
rica, wiiiiuut  the  confcnt  of  the  General  Congrefs,  or  of 
the  particular  Aflemblics :  to  concur  ia  meafures  calculated 
to  difchatge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raifc  the  credit 
and  value  of  the  paper  circulation :  to  perpetuate  the  common 
union  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent,  or  agents,  from 
the  di&rent  States,  who  fhould  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and 
Toice  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  fifitainj  while  ihofe  fent 
from  Britain,  (hould  have  the  like  privilege  in  the  Aflemblies 
of  the  different  States  to  which  they  might  be  deputed  re* 
fpectively,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  kveral  interells  of  thoTc  by 
whom  they  were  deputed.  In  (hort»  they  o£Sered  to-cftablifli 
the  power  of  the  xefpef^ive  legidatuxes  in  each  particular  .ftatCy 
to  fettle  it9  revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eftabliflmient,  and  to 
exerclff  a  pciicc^  frct  iloni  uf  legiflation  and  internal  government  j 
fo  that  the  Britiih  vStates  throughout  North  America^  ailing 
with  Great  Britain  in  peace  and  in  war,  under  one  common 
Sovereign,  miglit  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every 
privilege,  that  was  fliort  of  a  total  fcparafion  of  interefl,  or  con- 
iiilent  with  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  laiety  oi  the  com- 
mon religion  and  liberty  depends* 

Such  offers  from  his  Majefty^s  Commiflioners  produced  very 
great  debates  in  Congrefs  j  which  were  renewed  day  after  day, 
from  the  i  ith  to  the  17th  of  June.  They  at  laft  ended  in  a 
refolution,  to  inform  his  Majefty's  Commiflioners,  by  their 
Prefident  Henry  Laurens,  £fq;  that  when  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhould  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  peace,  they 
would  be  reatiy  to  treat  with  him  :  but  that  the  only  iulid  proof 
of  that  difpofition  would  be,  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of 
the  Independence  of  the  American  States,  or  the  withdrawing 
hts  fleets  and  armies.*  • 

VOL.  IV.  X  Ordei  j 

•  An  ample  detail  of  nil  the  particulars  of  this  ncgociation,  would  forclgrt 
to  the  plan  of  this  work  ;  but  the  reader,  who  is  dcfirous  of  more  con  plrte  in- 
forni:inon  on  fo  important  a  fub]c<5l,  is  referred  to  the  Appendk,  Note  87,  wh<re 
iic  willfind  a  fde^ioa  af  the  mod  autheotic  docomoisi  ^pottming  X 
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Orders  having  been  received  for  his  Majcfty'a  forces  to 
evacuate  the  city  of  Philadelphia*  nnd  nvirc'i  to  New  Yojk, 
proper  meafures  were  taken  for  putting  ihcm  into  execution. 

The  fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  VifcouDt  Howe  was 
greatly  difperfed;  very  confiderable  detachments  of  it  being 
employed  at  New  York,  Rhode  hjarul,  and  llaliLx.  In  con- 
fequence  of  advices  from  England,  which  arrived  by  tlic  Porcu- 
pine iloop  of  war  at  Philadelphia  in  the  beginning  of  May,  hii 
Lordlhip  moft  judicioufly  ordered  all  the  large  (hips  at  New 
York  and  Rhode  Ifland,  to  join  him  with  the  greatcfl  cxp  di. 
tion  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware.*  lie  alfo  direnci 
the  tranfports  and  vi£luallers  to  be  cleared  from  the  wharfs  at 
Philadelphia,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  poflible ;  and  on  borad 
of  thcfe  veflels  were  put  all  the  ftores,  provifions,  and  baggage, 
not  ahfohitcly  neceflary  to  accompany  the  army»  wliich  then 
lay  in  Phiiadeiphia  and  its  environs.  Every  preparation  hav- 
ing been  made,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  i8th  of 
June,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  evacuated  Philadelphia,  and  marched 
to  Gloucclter  Point,  about  tliree  miles  below  tlut  city,  with- 
out being  followed  by  the  enemy.  In  confequence  of  the  ex- 
cellent difpofitton  made  by  the  Admiral  for  that  purpofe,  the 
ormy,  amounting  to  near  twelve  thoufand  men,  were  fafely 
conveyed  atrofs  the  river  Delaware  with  the  grcatcft  cxpedU 
tion,  re  fumed  its  march  about  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  forenoon^ 
and  reached  Haddonfield  the  fame  day  ;  the  rebels,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  King's  troops,  abandoned  the  ftrong  pafs  of 
Mount  Holly,  and  the  army  proceeded  without  any  molefta- 
tion  from  them,  excepting  what  was  occafioned  by  iWiv  having 
deftroyed  every  bridge  on  tlie  road.  As  tlie  country  h  much 
tnterfe£led  with  marihy  rivulets,  the  army  frequently  met  with 
obftru£tions  from  this  caufe  on  their  march ;  and  the  excefllvc 
heat  of  the  fcafon,  rendered  the  fatigue  of  repaiiing  bridges 
mod  feveiely  felt  by  the  troops. 

On  the  23d,  the  advanced  parties  of  the  light  troops  of  the 
King's  army  aniving  unexpectedly  at  Croflwicks^  they,  after 

a  trifling 

•  See  Note  St. 
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%  trifling  Ikirmiihy  presented  the  rebels  from  deftroykig  the 
bridge  over  a  large  creek  at  that  village,  and  the  army  pafled  it 

the  next  morning  ;  one  column  of  which  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Generai  Knyphaufen,  and  halted  near 
Amely  Vtown ;  to  this  column  was  attached  the  provifion-train 
and  hieavy  artillery :  the  other  column  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  Earl  Comwallis,  and  to<  k  a 
portion  at  Allen' s-town,  which  completely  covered  the  cncanip- 
ment  of  the  other  column.  So  far  had  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ad- 
vaneecf,  without  meeting  with  any  material  oppofitton  from  the 
rebels  ;  and  his  march  having  been  pointed  equally  towards  tlio 
Hudfon's  river  and  Staten  Ifland,  by  the  Ruriton,  it  now  be- 
came necefiary  for  him  to  decide  ultimately  what  courfe  to 
purfue :  his  army  was  encumbered  by  an  enormous  provifion* 
train,  a  train  of  artillery,  ftores,  and  baggage;  tp  thefe  impedi- 
ments, the  probability  of  obrtru(ilion,  and  the  great  length  o£ 
his  march,  had  obliged  him  to  fubmit,  as  the  enemy  had  long 
poflefled  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jerfies>  and  where  they  had 
ftrong  bodies  of  troops,  of  courfe  a  fupply  of  provifions  bc- 
(j^me  extremely  precarious.  So  many  obftaclcs,  indeed,  ap- 
peared in  every  dirc<n:ioii,  as  to  (how  that  whatever  his  choice 
might  bci  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  muft  in  a  great  meafure 
depend  upon  his  own  condu6):  and  (kill,  and  upon  the  knowti 
bravery  of  the  troops  under  his  comnvind.  In  the  prefent  cir- 
cumdances  of  tl.e  army,  therefore,  the  (horteit  way  was  to  be 
preferred*  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  received  intelligence^  tl»at 
Generals  Wafliliigton  and  Lee  had  palled  the  Delaware  with 
tiiclr  army  ;  had  ailemblLd  a  groat  body  of  militia  from  all 
the  neighbouring  provinces  ^  and  that  General  Gates,  with  an 
army  from  the  northward,  was  advancing  to  join  tfa^mon  the 
.  Rariton,  the  banks  of  which  river,  he  knew,  could  be  eafily 
defended  by  a  fmall  miuihcr  ai^ai  jil  a  very  fupenor  force. 
From  the  motions  of  tlic  enemy,  he  was  in  danger  of  being 
hemmed  in  between  two  fires  $  he  made  a  choice,-  however,  hf 
which  he  was  fnre  of  avoiding  at  lead  one  of  their  armies^  and 
from  the  conduct  which  General  W^iiiungton  had  for  a  con-i 
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fidmbfe  time  pur(iied»  he  jadged  thatfuch  an  q^ponetit  would 
not  endeavour  to  bring  on  a  geneial  action,  until  lie  was  af* 

fured  of  the  co-operation  of  the  army  under  General  Gates, 
when  fo  great  a  fuperiority  might  flatter  the  rebel  Generals 
with  a  very  high  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  ihorteft  roote 
was  by  Freehold  to  the  heights  of  Navifink,  and  from  that  to 
Sandy  llDok,  iroin  wiiich  the  army  could  eaniy  be  conTeyed 
to  New  York  by  water*  Even  by  this  route,  iSir  Henry  Clinton 
did  not  ezped  to  march  unmolefted.  He  forefaw  that».  in  all 
probability,  a  formidable  attack  would  be  made  on  his  long 
train  of  proviilons  and  baggage,  and  he  louk  his  mcalures  ac- 
cordingly, 

A  laig?  corps,  amounting  to  almoft  one  half  of  the  Bridih 
forces,  was  intruftedto  the  command  of  General  ELnyphatiieny* 

who  was  requefted  to  take  charge  of  the  baggagef  of  thenvholc 
army :  and  as  the  road  by  which  it  was  to  march  admitted 
only  of  one  carriage  at  a  Umt,  this  immenfe  train  extended  the 
length  of  twelve  miles.^ 

The  country  was  woody :  therefore.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had 
the  flanks  of  his  army  exceedlniily  well  fecured.  The  coIum« 
under  Xaeutenant-GcneralKnyphaufen  began  its  march  at  day* 
break,  on  the  28th  of  June  ;  and  that  it  might  not  be  too  much 
prefled,  confidering  its  great  encumbrances,  the  C^bmreander 
in  Chief  did  not  follow  widi  the  fccoiid  columsil  till  near  eight 
o'ciocL  If  the  Commander  of  the  King's  forces  forefaw  the 
numerous  dangers  to  which  he  was^  expofed,  and  difplayed 
great  abilities  in  guarding  againft  them;  the  Commander  of 

the 

•  17th  light  dragocnt;  ad  battalion  of  light- inEuitry ;  Heffian  yaptrs;  if: 
and  ad  brig^es  of  BritijQi ;  Strrn's  and  Loo's  brigades  of  Hcfli<iii» ;  Pciirylvam.ia 
lojalifts ;  Weft  Jcrfry  volunteers,  and  Maryland  lojalifts. 

.  f  Under  die  liead  of  baggiage^nftCQmpriilk^  001  oiiIy«nd^ 
«f  ererrdepucmeDt,  6ot  aUb  tbe  bat'hoiieiL 

f  Compofed  of  the  1 6th  regiment  of  light  dragocaif;  ift  battalion  of  Britiflk 
grenadiers ;  ill  battalion  of  light*infantry  ;  Hcflian  grenadier* ;  the  Britiih  fooc 
gvtards;  th&  jd,  4tli,  and  jth  brigades  of  ficitilb,  and  the  QvccD'a  ^fncrkaa 
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the  rebel  forces  was  no  lefs  vigilant  and  active,  in  his  efforts 
to  lay  hold  of  every  advantage  that  prefented  itfelf. 

As  foon  as  the  rebel  Commander  in  Chief  had  crofled  the 
Delaware,  he  marched  and  took  a  pofition  witliin  a  few  leagues 
of  the  royal  army,  and  had  his  parties  fo  placed,  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  could  make  no  movement  of  which  he  had  not  imme- 
diate information.  At  this  time.  General  Waihington  was 
fully  advifed  of  the  intended  co-operation  of  France,  and  ex- 
pected every  day  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
M.  d'Eftaing,  on  the  American  coafl.  Had  this  event  taken 
place  before  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  reached  New  York,  the 
plan  concerted  by  the  Congrefs  was,  immediately  to  have  at- 
tacked that  place  ;  in  which,  little  doubt  can  be  entertained, 
that  the  tranfports  and  the  detachment  of  the  fleet,  under  Com- 
modore Hotham,  might  have  been  taken  or  deftroyed.  This 
blow  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  followed  by  a 
greater  ;  for  the  French  Admiral  would  next  have  brought  his 
whole  force  againll  the  fleet  under  Lord  Howe  in  the  Dela- 
ware :  the  difcomfiture  of  which  muft  inevitably  have  bccu 
followed  by  that  of  the  whole  army. 

General  Wafhington  had  now  to  lament,  that  the  evacua- 
tion of  Philadelphia  had  not  been  delayed  for  fome  days  ;  but 
even  as  matters  flood,  his  hopes  of  (Iriking  fome  important 
blow  were  fanguine.  If  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  purfued  his 
route  to  the  Rariton,  he  was  refolved  to  have  prefl*cd  on  his 
rear,  until  the  royal  army  had  been  hemmed  in  between  his 
army  and  that  under  General  Gates,  when  they  could  have  at- 
•  tacked  him  with  every  poHible  advantage,  or  have  compelled  him 
to  furrender  for  want  of  provifions.  Though  the  Britiih  army 
took  the  route  to  Freehold,  General  Wafhington  was  not  with- 
out hopes  of  a£ling  againll  it  with  all  his  force,  in  conjun^ion 
with  his  new  allies,  on  the  heights  of  Navifink,  and  of  pre- 
venting Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  making  good  his  retreat  to  New 
York.  So  confident  were  the  infurgenis  in  ihefc  cxpc^lations, 
that  the  report  was  fpread  and  univerfally  believed  thrcu^'h  th<! 
revolted  provicccs,  that  the  fate  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his 
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amy  now  awaited  the  troops  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Ge* 
ncral  Wafliington,  that  he  might  dtftrefs  the  royal  army  as 

much  as  pofliblc,  ordered  two  itrong  Lictachmcnts  to  harrafs 
JU  iianks,  aiul  cuiijunclly  annoy  its  long  train  of  baggage, 
while  he  with  the  main  body  fliould  attack  its  rear,  in  order  to 
prevent  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  fending  troops  to  oppoie  their 
afljults.  Such  was  his  plan.  Accordingly,  the  column  under 
the  Commander  in  Chief  had  fcarcely  begun  its  march,  when 
ibme  of  the  rebel  reconnoitring  parties  appeared  on  its  left 
flank ;  and  the  Queen^s  Rangers  fell  in  with  fef era!  detach? 
iiicuLs  of  tliL'ju  in  the  woods,  which  thev  ittacked  and  dif- 
perlcd.  The  rear  guard  of  the  Britiiii  army  liaviag  dcfceaded 
from  the  heights  above  Fveehold^  into  a  plain  three  miles  in 
length  and  about  one  in  breadth,  there  were  feen  alfo  defcend- 
ing  iiuu  the  fame  plain,  fcvcral  colunuia  of  rcbi  I  troops,  who, 
about  ten  o'clock,  began  to  cannonade  them.  About  tina  time, 
information  was  brought  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  that  the  enemy 
were  difcovered  marching  tn  force  on  both  flanks  of  his  army. 
IThis  confirmed  his  opinion,  ilidi  die  chief  defign  of  the  rebel 
lieneral  was  againft  his  baggage,  ilie  royal  army  was  theo 
engaged  in  dehles,  which  continued  for  fome  miles  ;  and  do 
meafure  appearing  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fo  likely  to  ward  of 
the  thre  atened  blow,  as  that  of  making  a  brllk  attack  on  the 
rebel  corps  which  harraOed  his  rear,  and  preihng  that  corps  to 
hard,  as  to  compel  General  Waihingtop  to  recal  to  his  aifiiU 
ance,  the  detachments  which  he  had  puihed  forward  to  attack 
the  baggage  of  the  royal  army.  He  faw  that  his  fituation  rc- 
4)uired  immediate  exertion  :  and  although  he  had  certain  infer-  * 
matien,  that  his  opponent  had  collected  his  whole  force,  con- 
iSfting  of  at  leaft  twenty  thoufand  men,  to  zQ.  agatnil  him,  he 
was  not  in  the  leaft  difconcerted,  but  took  his  rcfolutions  with 
coolncfs,  judgment,  and  courage.  He  knew,  that  two  defiles 
lay  between  him  and  the  corps  he  meant  to  attack  %  and  con* 
jedured,  that  the  enemy  could  not  have  paiTed  die  royal  army, 
with  a  force  which  the  diviiion  under  Earl  Comwallis  would  be 
l^nabk  to  engage.    Evcu  if  he  iliould  meet  the  whole  of  Gc- 
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ncral  Wafliington's  army  in  the  paflage  of  thofe  defiles,  lie  ap- 
prehended little  danger  to  himtelf,  but  faw  that  the  fituatiou 
might  prove  critical  to  the  rebeli. 

The  enemy's  cavalry,  led  on  by  M.  de  la  Fayette,  having 
ventured  near  the  King's  army,  were  immediately  attacked 
with  great  vigour  by  the  Queen's  light  dragoons ;  the  enemy, 
perceiving  their  danger,  did  not  wait  the  fliock  of  the  charge, 
but  fell  back  in  great  confullon  upon  their  own  infantry.  JSir 
Henry  Clinton,  to  fupport  his  attack  on  the  rebel  army,  and 
in  hoi>es  that  the  event  might  bring  on  a  general  engagement, 
judged  u  proper  to  order  a  brigade  of  Britifh  infantry,  and  the 
17th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  from  Licutcnant-General 
Knyphaufcn's  divifion,  to  join  him  and  to  take  a  pofition  to 
cover  his  right  flank,  on  which  he  fufpe£led  the  enemy  might 
make  an  attempt.    The  rebels  perceiving  the  difpofition  which 
had  been  made  to  attack  them  in  the  plain,  they  fell  back  ; 
2nd  before  the  King's  troops  could  overtake  them,  they  had 
taken  a  ftrong  pofition  on  the  heights  above  Freehold  court- houfe. 
The  King's  forces  had  fuffcrcd  fcvercly,  both  by  fatigue  and  the 
intcnfc  heat  of  the  weatlier;  but  fcnfible,  that  circumftances  im* 
pcrioufly  called  for  great  exertions,  the  Britilh  grenadiers  hav- 
ing their  left  to  the  village  of  Freehold,  and  the  guards  on 
their  right,  made  a  mod  fpirited  attack  on  the  enemy,  and 
compelled  them  to  give  way.    The  fecond  line  of  the  rebel 
army  refilled  with  more  obftinacy  *,  but  they  likcwiie  were  at 
laft  completely  routed.    The  enemy  then  took  a  third  pofition, 
having  a  marfiiy  hollow  in  their  front,  over  which  it  would 
have  been  fcarcely  pofliblc  to  have  attacked  them  •,  but  part  of 
the  fecond  divifion  of  the  King's  army  made  a  movement  to  the 
front,  and  occupied  fome  ground  on  the  left  flank  of  the  rebels, 
while  the  light-infantry  and  the  Oueen's  Rangers  turned  their 
left.  By  this  time,  the  men  were  fo  much  exhaufted  by  fatigue, 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  concluded  by  the  exertions  already 
made  that  he  had  completely  attained  his  end,  ordered  the  light- 
infantry  to  rejoin  his  divifion  ;  but  in  their  doing  this,  a  flrong 
detachment  of  the  rebels  interpodd  to  prevent  it,  ;i!ul  would 
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certainly  have  greatly  annoyed  that  corps,  if  the  thirty-thnrd 
xegimtnt  and  the  firft  battalion  of  grenadiers  had  not  ruihed  for* 

Vard  to  their  affiftance,  and  immediately  difperfed  the  enemy 
the  light-infantry  then  rejoined  the  General  without  farther 
xnoleftation. 

The  divifion  of  the  royal  army  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton^ 

now  occupied  the  fame  ground  from  winch  the  rebels  Lad  been 
driven,  after  they  had  quitted  the  plain  }  and,  on  account  of 
the  exceifive  heat  of  the  day,  they  were  ordered  to  reft  there 
vndl  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  they  refumed  their  march  by 
moon-light,  and  rejoined  the  divifion  under  LieuL^nant-General 
Knyphaufen,  who  had  advanced  to  Nut-fwamp,  near  Middleton« 
A  ftrong  detachment  of  the  rebel  army,  under  the  command 
of  General  Lee,  had  made  an  attempt  on  the  long  train  of 
baggage  ;  but  were  repulfed  in  confcqucnce  oi  iLc  good  difpo- 
fitions  made  by  Lieutciunt- General  Knyphaufen  and  Major- 
Ceneral  Grant,  and  the  gallantry  of  the  40th  regiment,  whofe 
piquets,  and  one  troop  of  the  171)1  light  dragoons,  only  were 
engaged.  General  Wafhingtou  was  exceedingly  difpleafcd 
with  the  couduc\  of  Major- General  Lee,  for  not  perfevcring  in 
this  attack  j  which  was  afterwards  fubje^ed  to  a  Court-martial, 
by  whofe  fentence,  he  was  ordered  to  be  fufpended  from  the 
fervice  of  the  Ameiican  States  for  twelve  months.  The  Court 
not  only  found  him  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders,  but  even 
threw  a  ilur  upon  his  courage  ;  by  infinuating,  that  he  had  not 
attacked  with  fufficient  vigour,  and  that  his  retreat  was  dii^ 
orderly. 

Never  did  troops  difplay  greater  bravery  or  better  condu^, 
than  the  Britifli  officers  and  foldiers  did  in  thefe  confli£b :  not 
more  than  (ix  thouiand  men  were  in  z£kton  \  yet  they  de« 

itatcd  ai  Icait  double  their  numbers.,  a-u!  forced  them  from 
two  ilrong  poQtionsj  thefc  feats  they  achieved,  notwithitand* 
ing  they  were  fo  opprefled  with  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and 
fo  much  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  tliat  a  large  proportion  of 

thofe  who  loft  their  ii.tb  un  this  occauLu  icil  JcaJi  as  they  ad- 
vanced to  battle,  without  having  received  a  wound* 

Before 
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Before  the  a£lion  clofed,  Sir  Henry  CluUon»  fearing  that 
hn  firit  order,  which  he  had  fent  to  Lieutenant-Generat  Knyp- 
haufen  for  a  icinforcement  of  troops,  had  mifcarried ;  he  there- 
fore (tut  a  fccond  order,  for  a  brigade  cf  Bi'uilh,  tlic  fecond 
battalion  of  light-infant ry,  and  the  Icvenieenth  regiment  of 
Ughl-dragoonsi  to  join  him  on  his  march*  With  this  addt^ 
tihna)  force,  he  had  refolved,  if  General  Walhington  had  fhewn 
himlclf  nekt  tUy,  to  have  atutked  him:  but  there  not  being 
the  leaft  appearance  of  an  enemy,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fufpettcd, 
that  the  rebel  General  might  hare  puflied  a  conOderable  corps 
to  a  ftrong  pofition  near  Middleton ;  for  which  reafon  he  de- 
tached Major-Gcncral  Grant,  with  a  flroug  body  oi  traops,  to 
occupy  this  pod,  which  he  cfFeded  on  tlie  29th,  and  on  the 
30th,  the  whole  army  arrired  at  this  pofition.  On  the  firil 
of  July*  they  fell  back  to  another,  near  Navifink,  where  Sir 

Iknry  Clinton  waited  two  days,  in  hopes  tliat  General  Wafh- 
ingtou  would  have  been  tempted  to  have  advanced  to  the  pofi- 
tion near  Middleton  i  in  which  cafe,  the  Brittlh  General  could 
have  attacked  him  to  great  advantage.  Dunng  this  time,  the 
ficL.  and  vvoLinded  were  embarked,  and  preparations  made  iv-r 
pafhng  to  Sandy  Hook  iiland*^  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  which,  by 
the  extraordinary  efforts  of  the  navy,  under  the  diredion  of 
Captain  Duncan,  was  foon  completed,  and  over  which,  intwd 
hours  tinij,  the  whole  army  pafled  j  the  horfcs  aiiu  cutiic  iuv- 
ing  been  prcviouily  tranfported. 

The  lofs  which  his  Majefty's  forces  fuftained,  in  the  Tarioits 
a^ons  and  very  fatiguing  march  acrofs  the  Jerfies,  was  fmal!. 
Ill  cunip.infon  of  what  might  have  been  expelled,  confiderhig 
the  diihcuUies  which  they  had  to  encounter.f  Of  the  Britifh 
four  officers  were  killed,  among  whom  were  the  Honourable 
Henry  Monckton,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  45  th  regiment  of 
foot,  and  Commandant  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  light-in f.m- 
try  ^  he  was  a  moil  excellent  oHicer,  and  much  lamented  by 

the 

•  ThU  place  h  \d  born  fomirrly  a  pciiiiifula;  but,  by  the  violence  of  the  £» 
1^  winter,  had  become  ao  iHaxid. 
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the  whole  army.  Only  four  Tcrjeants,  and  fifty-fix  rank  and 
file»  were  killed :  three  ferjcsmtB  and  Eve  rank  and  file»  died 
with  fatigue.  Fifteen  officersy  feven  ferjeantSy  and  one  hun- 
dred iiiul  tliirty-fcven  rank  and  file,  were  wounded  :  and  three 
ferjcantSy  and  iixty-onc  ruuk  and  file,  milTuig,  Of  the  German 
troopSy  one  rank  and  file  were  killed,  eleven  rank  and  file  died 
with  fatigue,  and  eleven  rank  and  file  were  wounded* 

The  General  fcnt  Colonel  James  Paterfon  home  with  hij 
difpatches,  in  which  he  mentioned  in  the  ftrongcft  terms  of 
commendation,  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  his  command,  and  the  great  afliftance  which  he 
had  received  from  the  General  Officers. 

This  campaign  afturds  fume  occurrences  that  (land  almofl 
unequalled  in  the  annals  of  Great  Britain  :  the  difader  of  Ge« 
neral  Burgoyne  and  his  army  $  the  hair-breadth  efcape  of 
the  array  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  the  fleet  under  the 
command  of. Lord  Howe,  from  dcllruciion;  and  that  fleet  and 
army  afterwards  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of  New  York  by  a 
French  fquadron*  A  number  of  fortuitous  circumllances  com- 
bined to  produce  thefc  extraordinary  events.  A  fquadron  was 
ordered  for  Nuiih  Amoricu,  of  fuflicient  ftrength  to  defeat  the 
defigns  of  tlie  French  fquadron  under  M.  d'EAaing.  They 
were  unfortunately  long  detained  in  England  by  contrary  wind% 
and  on  their  voyage  to  America  were  overtaken  by  a  fevere 
lUum,  in  which  moft  of  the  ftiips  of  the  fquadron  were  crippled 
and  diiperfed;  thick  weather  fucceeding,  they  were  never  able 
again  to  form  a  jun^ion  ;  and  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  this  fleet 
inftead  of  being  ordered  dire^Jy  to  Sandy  Hook,  were  ordeKd> 
ill  cafe  of  kp.uation,  to  rendezvous  at  Ilalif.ix, 

The  Porcupine  floop  had  been  fent  from  England  with  dif- 
patches for  Lord  Howe,  and  arrived  in  the  Delaware  the  be> 
ginning  of  May,  when  his  Lordfliip  took  fteps  that  much  fur* 
piillcl  .ill  thofe  who  were  i^nioraiit  of  his  motives:  he  ree.iiicd 
hi&  cruizers  from  the  Chefapeak,  and  ordered  the  large  ihips 
from  Rhode  liland  and  New  York  to  siflemble  at  the  mouth 
p£  the  Delaware*   I^unediate]^  on  the  evacuation  of  Phila- 
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idelphia,  the  (hips  in  the  Delawaw  siflcmbled  below  Reedf 
ifiaitd.    The  larfe  Ihtps  which  had  been  ordered  firom  Rhode 

Idand,  ns  well  ..^  liiulj  v.  !,ich  were  llationed  in  tlic  harbour  of 
New  York,  were  very  i  :  .  lulciiiiy  detained  by  Rcar-Admind 
Oambier»  from  the  idea  of  Lord  Howe  being  on  the  point  of 
failing  for  chat  port.  Calms  and  contrary  winds  preirented 
Lord  Howe  from  petting  out  of  the  Delaware,  uiittl  ilic  28tli 
•of  June  he  then  divided  tiie  fleet  into  different  fquadrotis^ 
placing  each  of  them  under  the  infpe^ion  of  particular  Cap* 
cainsy  and  ordering  Captain  Hamond  of  the  Roebuck  to  to* 

main  about  the  C.ip;.i.  v,  iih  it.r.u  ];^ht  cruizcrs.  His  Lordfhip 
proceeded  in  the  Euglc  to  New  York,  attended  by  the  Trident, 
^having  his  Majefly's  CommiQioners  on  board,)  and  the  Maid- 
Aone  frigate.   The  fquadron,  immediately  under  Lord  Howe's 

conimaiid,  were  r.t  !.iL  turtunaLc  in  a  quick  pafTagc  iro:n  tiic 
mouth  of  the  Delaware  to  Sandy  Hook,  the  Lagk  arriving 
ihere  on  the  29th  of  June,  the  day  after  fhe  cleared  Cape 
Henlopen ;  and  in  the  evening  of  the  30th,  the  (hips  of  war 
and  tranfports  from  the  D;.'la\vare  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook. 

Ou  the  hrll  of  July,  all  on  board  were  rejoiced,  by  obferr- 
ing  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  the  army  on  the  heights  of  Navi&nk, 
)n  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  Lord  Howe  arrived  at 
Sandy  Hook,  he  was  met  at  fea  by  the  Grantham  packet,  ex- 
prefs  from  England ;  which  brought  his  Lordihip  advice,  that 
the  Toulon  fquadron  had  failed  for  America  the  15th  of  April: 
her  Captain  alfo  informed  Lord  Howe,  that  he  had  been  chaced 
by  them,  in  a  fouthern  latitude,  at  no  great  didance  from  the 
coaft.  The  dilpatches  by  ihc  Grantham,  v.liich  were  dated 
the  2d  of  May,  Hated,  that  a  llrong  reinforcement  was  imme- 
diately to  be  fent,  under  the  command  of  Vice- Admiral  Byroo, 
for  Halifax. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  ihc  army, 
croHed  over  the  bridge  of  boats  to  Sandy  Hook  iiiand,  fzoca 
Navifink  i  and  the  (hips  of  war,  under  Commodore  UQ|lh«fli» 
from  New  York,  had  anchored  at  Sandy  Hook :  wheSf  on  the 

j  ji     July,  a  lieutenant  from  Captalj:  UuiJ-'ier  of  the  Maid- 
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ftone  frigate,  arrived  at  the  Hook  with  difpatches  to  Lord 
Howe,  informing  him,  that  on  the  5th  of  July  the  Toulon  fqua- 
<iron  wa»  fecn  by  the  Maidflonc,  on  the  coaft  of  Virginia  j  that 
hj  its  courfcy  it  feemed  at  firft  to  be  bound  for  the  Chefapeak; 
but  that,  having  watched  its  motions  till  the  morning  of  the 
<5th,  he  had  left  it  at  anchor  in  the  Delaware.  This  account 
was  confirmed  the  fame  evening,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Roebuck 
frigate*  While  Lord  Howe  was,  in  confequeoce  of  this  in* 
formation^  employed  in  collecting  his  imaU  fofce>  and  in  male-* 
ing  preparations  fot  every  emergenc/i  the  Zebra  Hoop  of  war 
arrived  at  the  Hook,  on  the  f  ith  of  July  i  whofe  Captain 
brought  intelligence,  that  the  evening  before  he  had  let: a  i 
fleet,  coniifting  of  twelve  fail  of  two-decked  ihips,  and  three 
frigates,  under  French  colours,  holding  their  courfe  for  New 
York.  At  twelve  o^dock  the  fame  day,  a  fignal  was  madei 
without  the  bar,  that  the  French  fleet  had  hove  in  light ;  and 
iu  the  altcinoon,  they  were  obfcrved  to  come  tu  anchor  ou 
iShrewfbury  inlet,  about  four  miles  from  Sandy  Hook. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  words  to  do  juitice  to  the  fpirit, 
that  biased  in  the  navy  and  army  on  this  occalion.  Six  £ul  of 
lizty-four  gun  (hips,  throe  of  fifty,  two  of  fiiMty,  with  fome 
frigates  and  floops,  for  the  mofl  part  wretchedly  manned,  con- 
flituted  the  whole  force  whic^  Lord  Howe  had  to  oppofe  to 
twelve  fail  of  two-decked  ihi^  and  three  large  frigates.*  Of 
thefe  two^ecked  (hips,  eight  were  greatly  fuperior  in  fize» 
number  of  guns,  and  weight  of  metal,  to  any  under  his  LonU 
fhip's  command  :  and  the  number  of  men  on  board  the  hollile 
fleet  amounted  to  eleven  Lliouland.  Yet,  fuch  was  the  noble 
fpirit  of  the  Britiih  faiiors  |  fuch  their  glorious  love  for  the 
honour  of  their  country ;  and  fuch  their  confidence  in  their 
leader,  whofe  example  gave  life  to  their  valour,  that  their 
emulation  to  fccond  his  exertions  rofc  to  a  height  to  which 
hiftory  can  find  no  parallel,  inducing  them  to  fet  the  eviticiit 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy  at  defiance.  Nor  was  this  national 
fpirit  confined  to  the  royal  navy  alone :  the  patriotic  flame  fpread 

through 
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through  the  v.Iiolc  fleet;  And  a  thoufand  volunteers,  fioni  the 
tranrports  aiui  vittuaUers,  prefeiited  themlelves  to  man  his 
Majefty's  ihips.  Scarcely  could  the  agents  detain  a  fufficienC 
number  of  hands  for  the  watdi  of  dieir  xefpe£^lve  ihips.^ 
Many,  whofe  names  were  omitted  in  die  lift  given  in  to  the 
Captain  appointed  by  Lord  Howe  to  receive  them,  w  ere  found 
concealed  in  the  boats,  which  carried  their  more  fortunate 
companions  on  board  the  feveral  (hips  of  war.  This  import* 
ant  emergency  feemed^  indeed^  to  infufe  a  peculiar  fptrit  into 
both  lenrices,  proportioned  to  erery  danger  which  threatened 
them.  The  foldiers  became  immediately  as  impatient  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  themfelves,  on  fo  critical  nn  oc- 
cafionj  as  the  failors:  and  though  unaccuilomed  to  a  fca-life» 
which  is  commonly  unpleafant  and  difgufting  to  iandmeui  ex- 
prcflled  their  eager  defire  to  be  employed,  under  Lord  Howe^ 
whofe  chara£ler  they  held  in  the  highcft  cftecm.  The  grena- 
diers and  light-infantry,  not  yet  recruited  from  the  fatigues  o£ 
a  toilfome  and  laborious  march,  and  many  of  the  of&cers  and 
men,  with  their  wounds  yet  fcarcely  healed,  were  obliged  ta 
caft  lots,  to  determine  who  fliould  obtain  the  enned  fituation, 
of  fer^ing  on  board  the  fquadron  as  marines.  The  mafters  and 
mates  of  tlie  merchantmen  and  traders  in  tlie  harbour,  alfo 
folicited  employment  with  equal  ardour.  Several  of  tliem  took 
their  ftations  at  the  guns  with  the  common  failors :  and  others^ 
obtained  permiffion  to  put  out  to  fea  in  fmall  fwift*failing  fliaU 
lops,  to  alarm  fuch  Oiips  as  might  be  bound  for  the  port,  and 
to  look  out  for  Aduiiiai  Byron's  fleet,  ?f  fortunately  it  ihoald 
appear  on  diis  part  of  the  coad.  One  in  particular,*  with  a 
fpirit  of  dtiitnguilhed  brarery,  and  in  language  worthy  of  an 
old  Roman,  wrote  to  Lord  Howe,  for  leave  to  convert  his 
veffel,  the  whole  hopes  of  his  fortune,  into  a  firefliip,  to  be 

,  CUiiduCtcd. 

•  The  ramcof  this  worthy  man  N  Gideon  Duncan,  a  nativr  of  ?cotlar.t^.  He 
coniman<icd  a  vcfTcl  in  the  einpioymcnt  of  the  Govcmmcrt,  and  not  ofily  prof- 
fered to  fODTcrt  hcT  into  a  fircfliip,  but  d^cb.rcd,  that  it"  h-.-  \vnn  allowed  to  con- 
dud  her,  he  would  attrrnpt  to  hkj  the  French  Adoiixai's  ihxp  on  board,  as  be 
la  J  at  anchor  off  the  Hook. 
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€onclu£leii  by  liimtclf;  reje£iing  every  mention  of  reward. 
In  this  ilruggic!  of  magnanimity  it  was  obfcrvcd*  with  rap- 
tai«»  that  the  fpirit  which  had  raifcd  Britain  above  the  reft  of 
Europe  wa$  not  yet  extin^ ;  and  that  it  wanted  only  to  be 
awakened^  nnd  properly  directed,  to  fiiinc  in  licr  modern  fons 
with  as  bright  a  iulire  as  in  any  of  her  ancient  heroes*  From 
the  Commanders  and  Officers,  fuch  faliies  of  patriotic  valour 
were  naturally  to  be  expedkd  ;  but  when  the  fame  ardour  ex- 
(cntli^il,  not  only  to  every  rank  and  ftatlon  in  tlic  fei*\'icc,  but 
to  every  individual  couucc^ed  with  or  dependent  upon  the  navy 
and  the  army»  it  appeared  to  proceed  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
people,  and  to  exalt  the  ehara^ler  of  the  nation. 

The  Vicc-AJtHiral  could  nut  be  infenfible  to  the  high  eflecin 
for  him,  which  all  cotmccbed  with  both  ferviceshad  io  (Irongly 
cxprefled:  and  his  feeUngs  correfponded  with  the  emulatioa 
which  glowed  around  him.  Encouraged  by  the  determined 
bravery  uf  the  men,  and  allured  of  the  merit  ami  fkill  of  his 
o dicers,  he  loll  not  a  moment  in  fornung  his  dilpoiiiion.  The 
£agle.  Trident*  Ifis*  Roebuck*  Fhconix^  and  Fearl,  which 
had  moved  up  to  Staten  Ifland  to  take  in  water,  together  with 
the  Anient^  froai  which  Rear- A;lir,irjl  Gambler  had  been 
ordered  to  iliift  his  flag,  fell  down  fro:n  tl.c  watering-place^  on 
the  hril  intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  French.  A 'contrary 
wind  having  prevented  them  from  joining  that  part  of  the 
fi|u.uiron  which  had  been  left  at  the  Hook,  w'nh  all  tlie  expe- 
dition wliich  the  impending  danger  Icemed  to  require^  the 
Vice-Admiral  quitted  the  £agle»  and  haflened  in  his  barge  to 
the  fhips  below.  But  M.  d'Eftatng,  inftead  of  crofTrng  the  bar 
immediately,  in  hope  of  fuipriliiig  the  Bniilh  iieci,  which  a 
was  natural  to  fuppofe  he  came  prepared  to  have  attempted^ 
anchored,  as  was  formerly  obferved»  off  Shrewfbury  inlet ; 
where  he  remained  for  feveral  days,  employed  at  times  in 
founding  the  bar,  with  every  ;:ppearance  of  a  determination  lu 
«nter  aiul  attack  the  port. 

In  the  mean  time,  Tord  I lowx  Improved  this  Qnlooked*for 
interval,  by  ftationing  his  ihips  and  veiTels  in  the  ftronged  po« 
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fition  of  which  the  channel  within  the  Hook  would  admit* 
He  placed  the  Leviathan,*  the  Ardent,  the  Nonfuch,  tlic  Tri- 
dent^  the  SomeTfet,  the  £ag]e>  and  the  Ifis»  ia  a  line  ftretch- 
Ing  from  the  Hook,  toward  the  R.  W.  point  of  the  bank  called 
tlie  Spit.  Thclc  Ihips  were  anchored  with  iprings  on  their  cables; 
by  which  means^  they  could  bring  their  bn>adfide»  to  nppofe  any 
force  that  might  attempt  to  come  up  the  channel.  Behind  the 
Leviathan  were  the  Carcafs  and  Thunder  bombs.  The  St.  Al- 
bans, and  ionic  frigates,  defigncdfor  a  moving  and  occafiunal 
force,  to  go  where  it  might  be  found  requiGte,  lay  within  this  liae» 
The  VigiUtity  Phceniz,  and  Prefton,  were  advanced  to  com* 
mand  the  bar»  to  annoy  the  French  fleet  in  paffin^  it,  and  to 
endeavour  to  throw  them  into  confufion  ;  after  winch,  they 
were  to  drop  into  the  rear  of  the  fleet.  The  four  gaUit  s  were 
ranged  acrofa  the  namm  part  of  the  channel^  abreaft  of  the 
Hook  ;  from  which,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  they  could  row 
upon  the  ILoal,  ami  |-Iay  their  guns  at  I'uch  a  tliftancc  as  fhould 
be  found  mod  convenient,  for  the  purpofe  of  annoying  the 
enemy  :  whiic  their  fituation^  on  ebb  water>  would  effectually 
prevent  their  being  cut  oflF.  The  Vtce-Admiral  founded  the 
depths  of  the  channel  in  pcrfon  ;  ai'cen.iLiied  the  diiTcicut  fet- 
tings  of  the  currents  ,  and  from  the  obfervations  thus  made, 
formed  plans  of  defence,  fuited  to  any  dire£^ion  of  the  wind, 
with  which  M.  d'Eftaing  might  refolve  to  crofs  the  bar.  Thefe 
plans,  witli  the  grounds  on  wiiu  ii  tliey  reilcd,  he  tiaUy  com- 
municated to  the  Comniodurci}  and  Captains,  foliciting  tlicir 
opinions  of  them,  and  deiinms  of  profiting  by  their  remarks. 
A  battery  of  two  howitzers,  and  another  of  three  cigliteen 
pounders,  were  creeled  on  the  point  r^und  which  the  cncir.y 
muft  pafs  to  enter  the  channel  j  while  four  reglmeius,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  O'Uara,  were  ordered  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  the  Hook,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  attempting  to 
take  pofrciTion  of  that  place,  from  wliich  they  might  aQ  with 

coiUiderablc 

•  The  Leviathan,  formerly  l  is  Majcfty's  ftiip  Nortlunnberland  of  fever.ty  p^uns, 
her  runic  thangcd,  and  uf.il  as  a  ftorcftiip;  but,  on  this  ocraffon,  mauiicd  >v;tk 
volunteers,  and  lupplicd  with  caonon  from  the  puk  of  ariilici  j. 
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ctni  T  ieril  le  .idrantagc*  In  the  mean  timej  It  was  moitifying 
s>  the  BrqUi  ieaosen^  to  fee  the  trading  veflels  dail j  falling 
into  tbe  cttnay't  hands. 

llw  Srmkv  armed  bri^,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Whit, 
wortn^  with  rive  prizes,  anchored  in  the  midfl:  of  the  French 
ieee  timnng  the  nighty  fuppo6ng  it  to  be  Bridfli ;  and  was 
bearded  before  the  miftake  could  be  difcovcred.  Several  ten- 
ders and  advice-boats  cfcnplng  over  the  flats,  prevented  the 
Hope,  with  a  convoy  from  Halifax^  from  committing  the  iame 
cntMT* 

From  the  time  when  the  French  fquadron  anchored  of 
Shrcwfbury,  boats  and  fmall  veilcls  were  fcen  conftantly  paf- 
(Ing  to  and  from  the  (hore»  for  fupplies  of  water  and  provtiions. 
On  the  2ift  of  July»  this  intercoarfe  was  obfenred  to  eeafe ; 
and  tt  was  therefore  conje£lttred)  thatfome  movement  was  in 
agitation.    On  the  2 2d,  the  wliul  blew  frelh  from  the  north» 
call,  which  favoured  an  attack  on  the  Britifh  fleet*    By  eight  in 
the  morning)  the  French  fquadron  appeared  under  way,  and  kept 
woHung  to  windward,  as  if  to  gain  a  proper  podtion  for  cruf- 
Hng  the  bar,  as  foon  as  tlie  tide  ihauld  fcrve.    The  fpring  tide 
was  then  at  the  higheft,  and  rofe  that  afternoon  thirty  feet  on 
the  bar ;  fo  that  every  circumftance  confpired  to  forward  the 
cxpc<fled  attack.    On  the- fide  of  the  Britiffi,  every  thing  was 
nt  ftake.    If  their  fquadron  had  been  defeated,  the  tranfports 
and  victuallers  mud  have  been  dedroyed ;  and  the  army  would 
moft  probably  have  (hared  in  the  deftiny  of  the  fleet.  Their 
fpirit  however  did  not  fink  under  Aefe  apprehenfions,  but  rofc 
in  proportion  to  the  danger  wLi^L  called  for  its  exertion:  and 
if  the  enemy  had  dared  to  put  it  to  the  tcit,  itafpired  even  to 
the  hope  of  c^nqueO.  The  French  Commander,  if  his  inten- 
tions were  at  firft  to  hazard  this  attack,  thought  proper  after- 
wauls  to  alter  tlicm  :  and  having  kept  the  Britifh  fleet  for 
fome  time  in  fuipcnfc,  about  three  o'clock  he  changed  his 
courfe,  and  ftood  to  the  fouthwanL   Under  the  impreOion, 
which  thefe  occurrences  left  upon  die  minds  of  the  Britiih 
naval  and  militai  j  officers  iu  AmcricAi  ihcy  couudcrcd  thcni- 
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felves  as  aI(ogetKer  forgotten  or  neglc£led  by  their  country  t 
and  with  difficulty  fuppreflcd  fenfations  of  indignation  n^^alnft 
the  Naval  Minillcr,  to  whom  they  iaipuicil  the  blame  of  the 
imminent  hazard  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  j  without 
being  furnithed  either  with  an  adequate  force  to  contend  againit 
it»  or  with  timely  intelligence  to  enable  them  to  provide  for 
their  fafcty. 

H  ill  the  French  Tquadron  arrived  a  few  days  fooncr  than  it 
did  I  or  had  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  been  dehyed  a  few 
days  latter ;  M.  d'Eftaing  might  have  furprifed  Lord  Howe  in 
the  Delaware,  with  only  two  (hips  of  (ixty-four,  one  of  fifty, 
n!id  one  of  forty  guns,  and  a  few  inferior  frigates,  encumbered 
witli  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  vicluallers,  and  private  traders,  laden 
for  the  mod  part  with  the  families  of  the  refugees  from  Fhila-> 
delphia,  and  the  M'rccks  of  their  fortunes.   In  this  event,  the 
fpiritckl  c.j:uiucl  of  the  Vice-Admir.il,   the  jrallantry  of  his 
oIFiccrs^  and  the  bravery  of  his  men^  could  have  availed  no- 
thing againll  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's  force.    In  the  vain 
expectation  of  meeting  his  tranfports^  General  Clinton  would 
have  reached  the  fliorc  with  his  troops  exhaufted  by  fatigue, 
the  whole  rebel  force  in  his  rear,  his  provifions  almoit  expend- 
ed, without  a  profpeCl  of  procuring  a  frelh  fupply  \  without  a 
pollibility  of  retreat}  and  with  an  enemy's  fquadron  riding 
perhaps  in  triumph,  where  he  expeded  to  find  a  Britifli  fleet 
for  the  conveyance  or  proteclioii  of  his  annv.    But  the  French 
fleet  had  a  tedious  voyage  to  the  American  coalt  *,  after  having 
got  Gght  of  land,  it  lofi  twenty-four  hours  in  chacing  his  Ma- 
jelly's  ihip  Mermaid,  and  forcing  her  a(hore  on  Cape  Henlopen, 
Vv'here  (he  was  wiCLked  :  coming  aiterwar..ls  to  an  anchv  1  Im 
tl\c  Delaware,  it  remained  ina^ive  there  lorty-eight  hours; 
and  ail  thefe  delays  proved  fortunate  for  the  Britilh  affairs  at 
this  critical  jun^ure. 

The  Britilh  Miniftry,  as  foon  as  they  knew,  or  fufpecled, 
what  was  the  real  deflinatiou  of  the  ftjuadron  under  M. 
d'£(laing,  had  prepared  a  force,  which  they  deemed  fulHcient 
to  cope  w7th  it ;  and  fcnt  that  force  to  fea,  with  the  defign  of 
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countciMcHng  ir^  operations.  WLci  tlie  French  fleet  ii.iii  quitteel 
the  Mediterranean,  and  was  fcen  ihaping  its  courfe  acrofs  the 
Atianticj  Vico Admiral  Byron  received  orders  to  purfue  them 
to  America ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  his  voyage,  met  with  the 
difaders  and  impediments  which  have  bcjn  already  related. 
Thefc  were  the  unforef^^en  caufes,  which  had  expofed  the 
fquadron  at  New  York,  and  the  army  on  its  retreat  fromPhikk 
delphi«i}  to  fo  much  hazard  s  but  by  fucceeding  occurrences, 
they  were  foon  elucidated  and  explained. 

On  the  French  fqundron  ftandir.g  to  lea,  Lord  Ilowe  feru 
iniirudlions  to  the  advice-boat3>  which  were  llationed  without 
the  bar,  to  follow  them  and  obferve  their  motions.  M. 
d'Eftaing,  diiTuaded  by  the  pilots  in  his  fervice,  who  were  the 
belt  which  the  country  afforded,  from  attempting  to  force  the 
port  of  New  York,*  on  account  of  tlic  gieat  depth  of  water 
which  his  largeil  (hips  drew,  had  ilood  to  the  fouthward  widi 
his  fquadron.'  He  had  been  induced  to  adopt  this  meafuie,  by 
the  appearance  of  an  c  dtorly  jalc  i  which,  r.s  it  would  have 
blown  dire^lly  on  the  coaft,  mud  have  rendered  his  former 
Situation  extremely  dangerous.  The  Vice-Admiral,  however, 
while  he  remained  unacquainted  with  his  refolutton  to  relin^juilh 
his  dcfign  againfl:  New  York,  continued  to  keep  all  perfonsat 
their  rcfpcdtive  pofla,  in  readinefs  to  receive  him.  His  Lord- 
Ihip  received  intelligence  on  the  26th,  that  the  French  fquadroa 
had  been  feen  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  about  thirty  leigues 
from  the  land,  in  the  latitude  of  the  Delaware,  fteering  by  the 
wind,  which  was  then  at  eafl,  on  the  larboard  tack.  The 
Delaware  frigate  was  accordingly  ordered  to  look  out ;  and  on 
the  fame  day,  the  fleet  received  an  unexpected  rcinforcenieDl^ 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Renown  from  the  Weil  Indies.  Even  a 
fmgic  fiffv  jTun  fliip  was  at  this  time  deemed  an  important  ac- 
cciiion  of  llrcngih  cfpecially,  as  Ihe  had  narrow  ly  cfcnped 
the  enemy,  through  the  rear  of  whofe  fleet  ihe  had  pafled  un* 
noticed,  in  the  dufk  of  the  preceding  evening.  Oa  that  day 
alfo,  tiic  Di fpatcii  iluop  of  wai  returned  from  Halifax,  vb«c 

*  Gordon's  Hi£cry  of  the  Aincncui  Revolotion,  vol  iiL  pa|;ie  Ij6i 
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flic  Lad  been  fent  by  his  Lorcifiiin,  as  foon  as  he  was  afcertain- 
cd  oi  the  airiv  il  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Uclawafe.  The 
reafon  of  his  fending  her  there  was^  that  flie  might  bring  to 
his  fupport  Admiral  Byron's  fquadron,  which,'  as  he  was  in*- 
f^rmcd  by  ihc  .\tliii:r.ihv,  had  been  dcttinecl  for  lliat  port  ;  a 
(ledinntion  that  ailonahcd  all  tlic  naval  oiFicers  and  feamen  at 
New  York.    By  the  Difpatch,  however,  he  leceiTed  no  ac- 
count of  Admiral  Byron;  but  was  informed,  that  Captaili 
Fi^riiling  of  t!ic  Diamond,   who  commanded  liis  Majcfty's 
Ihxps  at  Halifax,  from  the  moment  in  which  he  had  heard 
that  a  French  fleet  was  expc^ed  on  the  American  coad,  had 
uCed  the  utmoft  dUigetice  in  getting  the  Raifonabie  and 
Centurion  refitted,  and  had  fent  them  to  join  his  Lordfhip :  in 
a  few  days,  they  both  arrived  in  iafety  at  New  York.  Tlie 
Raifonabie  narrowly  efcaped  the  French  ilcct,  having  feen  tl;cm 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  iUering  for  Rhode  lOaad.  if 
thefe  fiiips  had  appeared  a  few  days  fooner,  either  tlicy  muft 
have  been  prvvcnttd  from  lormini;  .1  juijclioii  with  Lord  Howe, 
or  our  forces  at  the  Hook  mutk  have  had  the  mortiBcatioii  to 
isc  them  captured  by  the  enemy.   The  fame  mull  have  been 
the  £»te  of  the  Comwail  of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of  Admiral 
•  Byron's  fqnadron,  whit!i  croUcd  the  bar  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  ' 
30th,  and  brought  the  firfl  certain  intelligence  of  this  long 
looked^for  reinforcement}  of  its  detention  in  England ;  and  of 
the  difafters  which  had  befallen  it,  on  its  Toyage  to  AmencaL 
In  a  violent  gale  00  the  3d  of  July,  ihe  had  been  feparated  from 
the  fleet,  whofc  rendezvous  it  tliould  fcem  had  been  altered,  as 
(lie  made  dirediy  for  Sandy  Uook,  without  going  firil  to 
Hahfax. 

Congrefa  having  determined  on  an  enterprife  againfl  l^ev^- 

port  ill  Rhode  liumd,  tlieir  reU»iution  was  eomnuinic.ited  to 
M.  d'Eilaing,  who,  by  the  rcqueH:  of  General  VValhingtOBy 
confented  to  enter  that  harbour,'  and  fecond  his  operations. 
Leaving  the  French  Admiral  to  profecute  his  voyage  to  New- 
port, we  Ili.iU  turn  our  uttcntiun  to  Vice-Admiral  Byron  and 
hk  fl<:et  f  and  alfo  to  the  operations  of  5ir  Robert  Tigot  at 
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Rhode  tfland.  Vice-Admiral  Barron,  vith  bia  fquadn>fi,*  ikil- 

cd  from  Plymouth  Sound  on  tlic  9th  of  June,  and  worked  out 
of  the  channel  ngainft  a  frefti  guk  of  win  J  at  foutli-wcll.  In 
latitude  49**  4'  N.  longitude  26*  48'  W.  from  the  Lizard,  on 
the  3d  of  Julf ,  .his  fleet  was  fefiarated  in  a  violent  gaJc  at  noftfay 
with  excefTive  heavy  rain.  The  ftorm  abated  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  of  the  fuurdi  j  when  only  the  Princcfs  Royal, 
Invincible,  Cullodeu,  and  Guadaloupe>  of  llie  Iquadron,  were 
to  be  feen.  In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  they  met  with  very 
thick  weather,  and  at  different  times  thefe  four  (hips  feparat* 
cd;  fo  that  on  the  iith  of  Auguft,  the  Vice- Adiua.  !  ^  Ihip, 
viz.  the  Princefs  Royal,  was  left  aioae.  He  exerted  himklf 
to  reach  Sandy  Hook  ;t  but  on  account  of  contrary  winds 
made  (low  progrefs.  On  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  difcovcrcd  twelve  fail  at  anchor,  about  nine 
or  ten  miles  to  leeward  ^  Sandy  Hook  bearing  North,  didant 
about  twenty-eight  leagues,  and  immediately  bore  away  for 
theni*  He  foon  |>erceived  that  they  were  large  (hips,  and 
that  fcveral  of  them  got  under  way  and  made  Hgiials  to  each 
other,  which  he  did  not  underfland.  He  therefore  hauled  bis 
wind  to  the  weflward,  in  order  to  clear  fliip,  and  at  half 
pail  feven  tacked,  having  got  ready  for  a^ion.  At  nine,  lie 
tacked  again,  and  ftood  to  the  weftward  \  twolbips  of  the  line 
being-  then  in  thace  of  hiin,  the  fmallcil  of  which  gained  on 
him  very  faft.  On  his  making  the  private  fignal  for  the  Amc- 
xkan  fquadron,  it  was  not  anfwered*  By  this  time  the  fleet 
which  he  had  feen  had  di&ppeared :  and  foon  after  that,  the 
head  mo  ft  of  the  two  chacing  ihips,  backed  her  mizcn-top-f.n!» 
to  let  the  fternmolt  (a  ihip  of  leventy«four  guns)  come  up. 
When  (he  joined  her  companion,  they  made  a  fignai,  and  bodx 
of  them  bore  away  to  rejoin  their  fleet.  This  furprifed  Vice- 
Admiral  Byron  very  iJiULii  i  becauie,  ii  ihey  had  coiuiuued  tlic 

chice, 

*  See  Note  91. 

f  This  is  another  proof,  that  the  rendezvous  was  cliangcd  from  Halifax  to 
Sandy  Hook.  Sec  Mr.  Byron't  public  letter, to  Mr.  Stepbcm,  dated  HalifB 
harbour,  Auguii  a 7th,  177& 
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»,  by  their  fuperior  failing,  they  might  have  been  along. 
"fSSk  of  him  iu  two  hour??.    He  was  now  certain,  that  ihia  muil 
)iavc  been  the  French  fleet:  and  uadcr  this  convidion^  he 
it  improper  to  proceed  alone  to  Sandy  Hook«  or  to  at- 
-ilfempt  to  go  to  Rhode  Ifland,  as  the  enemy's  f<)uadron  lay  di- 
jie£ily  between  liini  and  both  tlicfe  places.     He  lii^ieioic  detcr- 

Ed  to  m  ikc  for  Halifax,  wliere  he  arrived  on  the  26th  of 
ftft«  Thecei  he  found  the  CuUoden  $  the  only  one  of  hia 
Iron  which  he  had  met  fince  they  were  parted  by  the 
'.■ftorm.  Her  Commander,  iiur  his  reparation  fiyni  ihc  Vice- 
-  Admiral's  ilcct,  had  judged  it  molt  expedient  to  ilcer  for  that 
UMlhour^  which  he  reached  on  the  i6th.  Both  ihips  weie  ve- 
|Wed  with  all  poflifaie  expedition,  and  hairing  got  a  fupply  of 
y  Water  and  provifions,  the  Vicc-Admiral  failed  from  Halifax, 
^  with  the  Culloden,  Diamond  frigate,  and  Dilpatch  iloop.  He 

ftook  with  him  the  two  hdi,  becaufe  they  were  clean  lhips»  and 
"ikir  Commanders  well  acquainted  vnih  the  navigation  o£  the 
pptft.  Captain  Fielding  of  the  Diamond  had  the  eommand  of 
his  Majefty's  fliips  employed  on  the  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia  but 
the  Vice* Admiral  judged  it  expedient  to  take  him  with  him, 
I  «ad  dire^ed  Sir  George  CoUier  to  take  the  charge  with  which 
*  be  had  been  intnifted. 

Major- C^t-nera!  Sir  Robert  Pigot  commanded  a  cutifHlerablc 
.  corps  of  infantry  ut  Rhode  Ifland^J  but  Sir  Henry  Cimton 
harif^  received  intelligence,  that  General  Waihington  had  de* 
taehed  Major-General  Sullivan  to  Providence,  with  a  large 
bociy  of  troops  to  attack  him,  lent  a  lietachmeiu  ci  iive  b.itta- 
'  hons,  under  Major-Genetal  Prefcot  to  reinforce  Sir  Robert 
Ptgot  The  Congrefa  had  ieleaed  General  Sullivan  for  this 
enterprife^  and  the  preparations  which  be  had  made  for  it  were 

Y  3  fuch 

I  GarrifoD  at  Rhode  Ifland. 

Twcnty-f^cond'N  l^andgravc,"\ 
Tliirty-dghth .  ^  Regiment..       f'^'t*  '  ^  H^fii^ 

^  fifty<fourtb-'0  Kjfuc,*  •  •J 

RfinforcfmcTit. 
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fuch  as  had  rciclcred  the  rcbcb  cxiremely  fr.nf^uinc  in  their 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  So  great  was  the  defire  of  the  people  to  co- 
operate with  their  new  allies  in  this  expedition,  that  feme 
thoufands  of  volunteers,  gentlemen,  and  others,  from  Bofton, 
Salcin,  Ncvvburv  Voit^  Tui iirduuih,  ami  rthcr  p!::c';;-,  engag- 
ed in  the  fervice.  Vv  iien  M.  d'Eftaing  arrivi^d  otr  Foiiit  Juditii, 
on  the  29th  of  July»  the  pilots  who  were  to  conduct  his  fleet 
into  the  harbour  were  not  aflembled.  This  oocaiioned  a  de* 
lay;  and  General  Sullivan  wrote  to  him,  that  he  could  not  be 
ready  to  co-operate  with  him  for  fomc  days.  General  Willi, 
ington  fent  Major-General  Green  to  aihit  General  Sullivm: 
and  probably  to  gratify  the  French  Admiral,  he  fent  aifo  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  of  hisbeft 
troops  j  \\  ho,  by  a  very  rapid  march»  joined  him  in  time  to 
partake  in  the  fervice. 

Sir  Robert  Pigot  took  every  meafore,  that  could  be  exped« 
ed  from  a  good  officer,  for  defending  the  poft  committed  co 
his  charjre  ;  and  was  well  fccondcd  by  Captain  John  13ri{b.n:c 
of  tlic  I'lorii,  on  whom  the  command  of  his  M;ijelly*s  fijip> 
at  Rhode  Itiand  had  devolved,  when  Captain  Orifiith  faikd 
in  the  Nonfuch  for  New  York.  The  French  Oect  appeared  off 
the  harbour  about  c'.evv-n  o'clock  i:i  tliC  forenoon,  on  the  29th 
oi  June,  and  the  Anlpacii  regiments  and  Brown's  proviucijl 
corps,  which  were  on  Conanicut  iiland,  were  immediately 
withdrawn,  leaving  a  detachment  in  the  redoubts.  Next  morn- 
ing, two  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  fhips  came  up  the  Nar- 
raganfet  paflagc.  The  battery  on  Fox-ljiJl  hulled  the  headmoft 
of  them  twice.  She  returned  the  fire  and  ftood  on ;  and  then 
both  of  them  anchored  at  the  north  end  of  Conanicut.  Tvo 
large  French  frigates  and  a  bri^  went  up  the  Seconnet  paflage) 
but  upon  making  towards  the  King's-fifticr  floop  and  the 
gallics,  they  were  fi  t  on  i'.rc  and  blown  up. 

On  the  31ft  of  July,  the  two  line  of  battle  (hips  endeavour. 

ed  to  rejoin  their  fiect,  which  had  kept  tacking  backwards  and 

for\%Mrds  the  whole  li.iy  ^  and  isi  tl.e  evening,  anchored  off 

Brcntou  s^kdgC)  wlicrc  they  had  aixchoicd  ou  their  iixfl  '^va^*^ 

zi 
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at  Rhode  Ifland.  Sir  Robtrt  Figot  fowiul  It  neccfTiry  to  re- 
moire  the  troops  from  the  redoubts  on  the  ifliind  of  Conanicut ; 
and  at  the  fame  tttne»  to  bring  off  the  oxen  and  iheep»  left  they 
flionld  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.  While  this  was  doin-::, 
tlie  ^uns  on  tlic  bjtteries  on  the  Beaver's- tall  anJ  Dumplin^i 
were  rendered  unfervigeablc.  He  ordered  all  the  ro  nir.cnts  to 
be  readjy  on  a  moment's  warning,  to  repair  to  the  advanced 
ports,  and  the  out-detachments  to  retire  within  the  redoubts , 
as  he  iiitcntled  to  nnke  a  (land  tlicre,  againfl  any  force  that 
might  attack  him.  He  likewile  had  t!v.!  commilTarics  and  navol 
ilores  removed  from  the  town  of  Newport  to  the  ropewalk. 
On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  the  l^rench  put  two  gvns  on  the  ifland s 
called  the  Dumplhis  j  next  day,  took  pufllilion  of  the 

ifland  of  Conanicut.    Sir  Robert  Pigot  ordered  a  redoubt  to  be 
cre^ed  to  fccure  the  gorge  from  BrentonVneck:  and  led  the 
enemy  ihould  make  a  landing  there,  all  the  cattle  and  teams  of 
the  ifland  were  drove  in  within  the  lines,  a  milch  cow  only 
was  left  for  tlie  ufc  of  each  family  j  and  every  carriage  and 
intrenching-tool  was  fccured,  as  the  beft  means  that  could  be 
devifcd  for  impeding  the  progrefs  of  the  invading  army. 
.  Captain  Brifbane  was  extremely  a£live  in  his  department, 
and  took  the  n^oll  proper  meafurcs,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
making  good  their  landing  on  the  iflaiul ;  but  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fleet  rendered  his  preciiutions  abortive,  and  obliged  him, 
on  the  7th  of  Auji^ufl,  to  dcflroy  the  Lark,  Orplieus,  Juno, 
v.nd  Cerberus  lriL;,ires,  which  he  could  not  bring  back  to  i!:e 
inner  harbour  of  Newport,    He  ordered  their  crews  to  join  the 
garrifon.    The  Flora  frigate  and  Fortune  floop  were  funk  itr 
the  outer  harbour  ^  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbour, 
feveral  large  veffcls  were  alfo  funk,  to  pvcvcnt  tlie  Frencli  Ad- 
miral from  bringing  lils  fliips  too  near  tu  the  works  and  en- 
campment.   A  great  quantity  of  combuilibks  were  like  wife 
toileted,  to  be  employed  againft  the  enemy  as  occafion  might 
offer. 

On  the  8th,  about  noon,  ilio  I'rentli  r<|u:ulroji  got  uiaIlt 
way,  and  made  for  the  harbour,  la  a  iiae  of  battle  al)oad, 

y  4  flanding 
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ftanding  in  under  an  eafy  falK  About  four  o'clock  in  die  after- 
noon, when  they  came  within  cannon-fliot  of  the  flioit,  they 
began  a  briik  cannonade  on  Brenton's  Point,  Coat  iiland,  and 
the  north  batteries.  Thefe  were  manned  by  the  feamcn'of  the 
deilroycd  frigatest  under  the  command  of  Captain  ChrUliatit 
and  Lieutenants  Forrefl  and  Otway  of  lUc  navy,  wiiu,  wiili 
great  fpirit,  returned  a  weil-dirc^led  fire. 

The  iaft  of  thefe  works  had  been  previoufly  ilrengthened ; 
and  fome  tranfport  iliips  had  been  funk  in  its  front,  to  block  tip 
the  paffagc  between  it  unJ  Rol^  iiland.  Having  p.iiT;d  the 
batteries,  the  French  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  between  Go^t 
jQand  and  Conanicut,  the  Admimrs  ihip  being  about  tliKc 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  from  Gould's  ifland ;  and 
the  reft,  amounting  to  nine  fail  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  in  a 
line  ahead  towards  the  north  end  of  Conanicut.  Two  01  their 
line  of  battle  (liips  continued  in  the  Narraganfet  pafiage,  as  did 
two  frigates  in  the  Seconnet  paflfage.* 

On  the  9th  in  the  morning,  the  garrifon  of  Newport  were 
rejoiced  at  the  fight  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  under  Lord  Howe, 
(of  which  in  its  proper  place).  On  the  tenth,  at  noon,  the 
whole  of  the  French  fleet  got  under  way ;  and  failed  out  of  the 
harbour.  On  their  way  out,  they  cannonaded  the  batteriest 
in  the  fame  inaiiiici  as  when  they  entered  the  port  ;  and  the 
garrifon  returned  their  Hre  wuh  equal  fpirit.  Fortunatelyi  by 
the  cannonade  from  the  (hips  on  both  days>  not  a  man  was 
hurt  i  nor  any  injury  done,  except  to  fome  houfes  in  the  tcm 
of  Newport. 

Expren'es  liad  been  fent  from  Rhode  Ifiand  to  Lord  Ilowe 
at  New  York,  to  Inform  him  of  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  the  progrefs  of  their  attack.  When  his  Lordihtp  found 
that  the  French  fleet  was  feparatcd,  for  the  purpofe  of  co* 
cperaiing  wltii  iivj  icb^l  *;;;;iy,  he  confidered  this  circunilhKice 
£s  affording  him  a  favourable  opportunity  to  attempt  the  relicl 
of  the  garrifon^  and  haftened  his  preparation^  for  failing  with 
tlie  fquadron.   The  23d  regiment}  under  the  command  of 

Lieutenant" 
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I^ieutenant-ColoDcl  Balfour^  came  as  volunteers  to  fern  oa 
board  the  fleet,  and  to  relieve  the  grenadiers  atid^  light-infantry, 

whom  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  ordered  to  be  re-enibodied  into 
battaiions.  Two  additional  fncftiips,  conftructed  by  the  Y\c€^ 
Admiral's  ordersi  joined  the  fleet  at  Sandy  Uooki  and  all  things 
were  in  readinefs  for  putting  to  fea  by  the  firft  of  Augud.  The 
fjgnal  to  weigh  had  fc.irccly  been  made,  when  the  wind  veered 
round  to  the  fcuthwurd  ;  and  not  returning  fair,  fo  as  to  cone*- 
fpond  with  the  time  of  highwatcr  on  the  bar,  until  the  morning 
of  the  iixth,  the  fleet  was  unavoidably  detained.  The  Vice- Ad* 
miral  then  put  to  fca,  and  on  the  ninth  anchored  off  Judith 
Pomt ;  when  he  itcelved  fail  information  from  S.r  Ivobert 
Pigot,  and  Captain  Brifbane,  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ait.ick^ 
the  pofition  of  the  French  fleet,  and  the  fteps  he  had  been 
obliged  to  take.  From  this  informition,  the  pofition  of  the 
rrci.cli  fleet,  and  their  fuperioriry  in  the  fizc  and  number  of 
ihcir  line  of  battle  fhips  and  weight  of  metal,  Lord  Howe  was 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  impra^licable  for  him  to  aflbrd  ijk 
Robert  Pigot  any  eflential  rf lief. 

The  wind  changing  to  llie  nortliwavd  cn  tlic  morning  cf  the 
loth,  the  French  Admiral  Hood  out  of  the  port,  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates :  but  Lord  Howe  confidercd  tliis 
force  as  too  far  fuperior  to  that  under  his  command,  to  admit  of 
his  attacking  it,  with  any  probable  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  whilll  t\:c 
enemy  poflcficd  the  weather-gage.  Hiii  Loidihip  therefore  (leer- 
ed, with  the  fleet  under  Ins  command,  fo  as  tp  form  in  order  of 
battle  to  the  fouthward ;  hoping»  from  the  appearance  of  the 
weather,  that  latter  in  the  day,  the  wind  mi^^ht  come  from  ti:e 
fen,  which  would  give  him  that  advaiitage.  He  kept  only  il;c 
fireiliips  with  him  ;  and  fent  orders  for  the  bombketchcs  aud 
gallies  to  fail,  with  tlie  Sphynx  frigate,  for  New  York.  - 

The  enemy  being  equally  attentive  to  the  (ame  ohJcA,  no 
'  material  advunt,^;^v'  rt  lulted  froia  uu  alteration  in  the  diiciiiou 
of  the  wind,  which  blew  fur  a  fhort  time  to  the  fouthv.ard  of 
eaft.    Lord  Howe  continued  the  fame  courfe  the  veil  o£  the 
day,  under  a  proportion  of  fail  for  the  PliOcnix,  rxpcrimenr, 

anil 
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and  Pearly  which  hatl  the  three  firelliips  in  tow,  to  keep  them 
in  company  with  t!ie  reii  of  the  fquadron.  Tiie  Count  d'EHaing 
kept  advancing  with  a  prefs  of  fuilt  and  his  line  not  well  form- 
cd.    When  night  came  on>  the  Apollo  was  ordered  by  Lord 
Howe  to  itand  between  the  two  fleets,  .iiul,  hv  private  fi^iialf, 
to  intimate  the  enemy's  Htuation,  as  long  as  Oic  could  keep  tht  ni 
in  fight.    By  thefe  means  the  two  fleets,  at  dawn  of  day  on  tlie 
iith>  found  themfelves  in  the  fame  relative  pofition,  though 
rather  at  a  greater  diftance  than  in  the  preceding  evening :  die 
lieadmoft  (hips  of  the  French  fquadron  being  then  hull-down^ 
The  wind  ftili  contitmlnc^  nt  eafl-north-eaft,  and  blowing 
frcih.  the  weather  extremely  thick  ami  hazv,  and  Lord  Howe 
having  expe^ations>  by  (landing  to  the  fouthward,  to  gain  the 
wind  of  the  enemy,  propofed  to  efie£l  this  by  fuccelfive  changes 
of  his  courfe ;  or,  if  this  attempt  fliould  fail,  he  would  have  it 
in  his  power  to  wait  their  approach,  with  the  fquadron  fcrnv:d 
in  a  line  of  butlc  ahead  from  the  wind  to  ftarbonrd.  Abcut 
four  in  the  evening,  his  Lordfliip  made  the  fignal  fcrthe  line  of 
battle  fhips  to  dofe  to  the  centre  $  which  they  did  by  fhorten* 
ing  fail.    At  the  fame  time,  the  fleet  beheld  him  take  a  ftep, 
of  which  they  could  not  but  approve,  and  which  was  hiphly 
iiccefiary  in  his  prcfcnt  fituation.    It     >  Lxcn  acknowicdgLd, 
by  the  bed  naval  officers,  that  a  Itation  in  the  line  is  the  moft 
improper  that  a  Commander  in  Chief  can  occupy  in  the  time 
of  9i0tum  \  becaufe,  in  this  fituation,  it  is  tmpolTible  for  him  to 
fee  the  operations  of  tlie  fleets,  and  of  courfe  he  cannot  be 
qualified  for  ifliiin^  the  6rders,  necefliiry  either  to  the  prcferva-r 
tion  of  his  own  lhi})=,  or  to  the  tllfcomfiture  of  thofe  of  the 
enemy.    Although  many  allow  the  propriety  of  this  conduct, 
'  few  would  have  the  magnanimity,  fo  far  to  contemn  the  oenfurci 
which  might  anfe  from  a  mifconftruQion  of  the  motive,  as  to 
put  it  into  praflice.  Doubtlefs  the  pcrfonal  courage  of  no  officer 
could  be  better  eiUuilihtd,  than  that  ci  liib  i^crdilup  already 
was  :  and  on  the  prefent  cccafion,  when  he  was  to  engage  a 
^ct  fo  much  fuperior  to  that  which  he  commanded,  he  could 

look 


Digitized  by  Google 


MILITARY   MEMOIRS.     ,  347 

look  for  fuccefs,  only  by  a  prompt  and  critical  cxerfion  of  his 
pTofefljonal  IkUl  and  abi!ines. 

The  Vice- Admiral,  therefore,  fliifeed  h\s  fljpr  from  the 

"E.igle  to  th  '  Apollo  rricf.ue,  leaving  t'le  Eajjlc  in  t^.c:  centre, 
and  moving  to  a  convenient  dtlUncc  to  tee  t\ic  wlich  lint;.  As 
he  gained,  by  this  manoeuvre,  a  nearer  view  of  the  French 
fleet,  he  perceived  that  M.  d'Eftaing  had  'placed  his  larj^ft 
ihips  in  the  van  of  his  fleet ;  and  therefore  dire^Ved  the  rear  of 
t':i'_  i^iiiiih  tvi  \yc  llrciigthvjr.cd,  by  m:.kin^  ihc  rr.'iial  for 

the  Cornwall  to  move  from  the  centre,  and  change  places  wiih 
the  Centurion,  The  enemy's  vr.n,  now  unde-r  top-fiilr,,  nnd 
between  two  and  three  miles  dtftant,  had  altered  their  beanngs 
iince  the  morning,  from  eaft^orth-enft  to  fouth-fouth-^ait ; 
and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  French  Admiral  form- 
ed his  line  to  leeward  to  engage  the  Britifli  fieet.  On  obferv- 
ing  this,  Lord  Howe  crofled  through  the  inrcrlllces  of  his  own 
line,  with  his  frigates  and  fireihips;  and  in  a  few  minutes 
after  that,  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  (hips  to 
ftorten  fail,  and  clole  to  the  centra. 

Ir.  this  movement  Lc  was  obevcd  wiui  ahicritv  aiul  luccefs ; 
as,  indeed,  he  had  been  in  the  fcvcnd  manoeuvres  he  had  put 
in  practice,  cither  to  gain  the  wind,  or  for  other  purpofcs, 
preparatory  to  the  intended  attack,  in  a  little  time,  the  French 
£e|tiadTon  bore  away  to  the  fonthward.  llils  was  apparently 
owing  to  the  (late  of  the  weather  ;  which,  by  the  \s  Ind  in- 
crcnfinp',  M"ith  frequent  r.iin,  w.:s  very  imfavourahic  for  cornir;^ 
to  aciion.  'i  he  BritiHi  ftiips  were  obligcil  to  be  under  ciofc 
reefed  top-fails,  and  the  fca  ran  fo  high,  that  Lord  Howe  was 
compelled  to  remain  on  board  the  Apollo  frigate ;  from  which 
he  made  the  fignal,  that  he  meant  to  lie-to  for  the  nigl-.t,  on 
the  fuirboard  tack,  to  prevent  fcparation.  Yet,  fo  dark  and 
hazy  was  the  weather,  and  to  fvich  violence  did  ihe  gale  in- 
crcafe,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  i2tli,  the  blae  divifion  was 
totally  feparated  from  the  ficet.  The  centre  and  van*  witii 
IJioft  of  the  frigates  and  firefhips,  kept  jirjtiy  well  togc'.fcec 
Atnooiij  tlic  fquadiou  wa^  aiutmed  bj  a  fign-l  of  ddbefslruia 
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the  ApoIIo»  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwardsi  her  main  top* 
maft  went  overboard*   Her  crew  had  been  obliged  to  cut  it 

away  in  order  to  fave  the  main-maft,  which  was  dangeroufly 
fprung  in  the  partners.  At  night,  Vac  lofl  her  fore-top-malt  ; 
and  foon  after^  feparated  from  the  fleet.  In  the  evcnxnp:  of 
die  t3thy  the  weather'  became  more  moderate*  andhisLord^ 
fhip  removed  his  il^g  on  board  the  Phoenix,  being  then  in 
eoiripany  vith  the  Centurion,  Ardent,  Richniuiid,  Vigilant, 
and  Roebuck.  He  procecc!fd  to  look  for  the  difperied  ffrns, 
haviiig  preriouily  ient  the  Roebuck,  which  loft  the  top  of  her 
ntxen-maft)  to  attend  the  Apollo  to  Sandy  Hook.  He  then 
hoifted  his  flag  on  bo:ird  the  Centurion.  In  the  morning  of 
the  15  th,  upon  hearing  fcveral  guns  to  the  fouthward,  he  pro* 
ceeded  in  that  dire£tion.  About  twenty  leagues  to  the  eaft« 
ward  of  Cape  May,  he  difcovered  ten  (ail  of  the  Ftench  fqua- 
dron,  fome  of  which  were  at  anciior.  He  returned  to  the 
Phoenix,  and  left  the  Centurion  in  a  proper  flation  for  dircdi- 
ing  to  the  appointed  rendezTous,  any  of  the  difperfed  fhips  that 
inlght  fall  in  her  way,  or  any  of  the  vcffel* belonging  to  Vice- 
Admir.il  Byrou'h  i^u^ilron,  that  might  arrive  on  the  coalL 
Bcfides  the  damages  already  mentioned,  his  LordHtip  was  in« 
ibrmedy  on  rejoining  the  reil  of  the  fqnadron  at  Sandy  Hook, 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  that  the  Cornwall  had  fpninghcr 
main-mail,  the  Raifonable  her  bowfprit,  and  that  the  firefhips 
were  alfo  fo  much  damaged  by  tlie  wet,  as  to  require  lomc  cuii- 
iiderable  time  before  they  could  be  ht  for  fcrvice ;  and  that  the 
Ilis  had  been  much  (hatteredi  in  a  fevere  a£tion  with  one  of 
the  enemy's  fcvcnty-four  gun  (hips. 

The  French  Iqu.uiron  lulicred  iiill  more  materially  from  the 
ftorm  than  tlte  BritiOi,  and  tlieir  damages  had  nearly  been  at* 
tended  with  mofk  ferious  and  important  confequences.  In  the 
evening  of  the  tSth,  towards  du(k.  Captain  Daw(bn,  in  the 
KeTiown  of  lifty  guns,  fell  in  \\  \Ui  ti.e  Languedoc  of  ninety 
gunsy  tot.iily  difm ailed.  M.  d'LUauig  was  on  board  of  this 
Ihip.  On  the  Renown  running  down  ciofe  under  her  lee» 
Captain  Dawfoa  was  hailed  and  ordered  to  (hew  hb  colours ; 
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upon  which  faie  fired  all  his  upper-deck  gniu  into  her»  and  then 

fto()tl  oiT  to  wiiuUvard.    Opening  his  lower  ports,  he  wore 
round  under  her  llcrn,  am!  at  half  cable's  length  poured  into 
her  three  tbroadfides ;  whicby  befides  doing  other  damages^ 
Ihot  away  her  rodder.   The  enemy  were  in  the  greateft  con- 
ftcruation  :  and  having  no  gu:ij  v^lncli  Liiey  could  bring  to  bear 
againit  the  Renawu,  except  their  ilern-chace,  they  were 
forced  to  run  out  two  guns  from  their  ftem-gallery ;  but  the 
fire  from  the  Renown  was  fo  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Langue* 
due,  liiaL  the  enemy  confidcred  tliemfelvcs  as  loft,  and  threw 
a  number  of  valuable  papers  overboard.    The  night  being  ex- 
tremely dark)  and  the  wind  blowing  fre(h»  Captain  Dawfon 
nnfoitunately  refolved  to  lie-to  all  night,  and  renew  the  a^toa 
in  the  morning ;  but  the  firft  broadfide  which  he  fired,  alarm- 
ed fix  French  (hips  of  ihc  line,  and  foon  brought  ihem  to  the 
athltance  of  their  diilrefied  Admiral.   Three  of  them  imme- 
diately gare  chacc  to  the  Renown,  the  other  three  remained 
witli  the  Langucdoc ;  and  Captain  Dawfon,  by  fctting  all  the 
fail  he  couid  carry,  made  his  d'cape.    It  is  probable,  that  had 
'  he  perfevered  in  the  adlipn  for  half  an  hour  longer  in  the  night, 
M.  d'£ilaing  had  been  reduced  to  tbe  neceifity  of  ftriking  his 
colours ;  in  which  event,  he  might  indeed  have  been  difficulted 
to  condudft  his  prize  into  port,  but  he  would  liave  had  it  in  his 
power  to  have  {hii'ted  the  officers  and  crew,  and  might  have 
fet  the  LanguedoG  00  fire. 

The  fame  night  in  which  this  a£lion  was  fought,  Commo- 
dore Ilutliani,  1:1  the  Piefton  of  fifty  guns,  croficd  the  Ton- 
naat  of  eighty  guns,  with  only  her  main-mall  (landing  j  he 
immediately  attacked  her,  continued  tiie  engagement  for  fomc 
hours,  killed  a  great  number  of  her  men,  and  would  have  com- 
pelled her  to  furrcnder,  if  the  firing  had  not  brought  fome  of 
the  French  Iquadron  to  her  relief ;  on  whofe  approach,  he  was 
obliged  to  dcfid,  and  make  off  with  all  pofliblc  fpeed.. 

A  third  a£liDn  was  a!(b  fought  that  day,  by  another  fliip  of 
Lord  Howe's  fquadron,  the  Ifis  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  John  Raynor,  whu  w^i^cluced  by  the  Ciefar,  a  Frci.c  h 
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fhlp  of  w-r  of  fcventv-fonr  riiii.i,  ciri  vii^!  a  11,  .^r- Admirers 
flag  at  the  niizcn-ni.iil-!it  id.  Captain  Raynor  v.as  makiag  lor 
the  appointed  rendezvous  of  the  fleet,  when,  in  tlic  afternoon^ 
lie  difcofered  the  enemy'i  lhip»  and  obfcrving  that  ibe  was 
gTcatl]^  fuperior  in  force  co  the  Ifis,  he  made  all  the  £iU  he 
cottid  from  her ;  hut  the  enemy's  Oitp  failing  match  better  than 
the  Ifis,  i:i  a  lew  hours  v.ms  alon^riuje  of  her.  V\'liv':i  the 
enemy  found  tliat  they  could  ovcrtalve  tiie  liis,  tijey  prepared 
efcry  thing  for  battle  on  tlie  fide  of  the  Caeiafy  on  which  they 
thought  it  moil  probable  that  the  engagement  would  take 
place.  This  was  fufpefled  by  Captain  Raynor  and  his  officers^ 
who  did  not  allow  them  to  be  undeceived,  until  it  was  too  late 
to  remedy  tlicir  error.  V»  hen  the  Ciefar  was  a!:noll  within 
gua-ilioty  Captain  Raynor  kt  the  lus  fall  to  lecwaxd*  by  which 
means-  the  unprepared  broadfide  of  the  French  fhip  came  op- 
polite  to  her.  This  unexpe£ked  manceuvre  threw  the  enemy 
into  the  greateft  confufion,  and  gave  their  opponents  a  very 
conGder.iblc  ailvaiit.ii^c,  of  vs'hiea  ihey  failed  not  to  uvaii  them- 
iielves.  The  iwo  Ihips  were  foon  alongfidc  of  one  another,  and 
m  very  warm  a^lion  commenced.  The  ikili  and  addrefs  o£ 
Captain  Raynor  and  his  oiEcers  were  not  more  confpicuous  be- 
lore  the  afbont  than  their  ardour  and  bravery  while  the  un- 
equal conteil  laded.  The  enemy  fmding  that»nocwithftanding 
their  great  fuperiotiiy,  ihey  made  110  imprcinon  on  the  liis 
amazed  at  tlie  briikncfs  of  the  lire  kept  up  by  fo  fniall  a  Oi^p, 
weie  forced  to  put  before  the  windi  and  fet  all  the  fail  they 
coold  to  make  tlieir  efcape.  The  IfiSy  having  fuflered  greatly 
in  her  mafts  and  rig^^in^,  at  which  the  enemy  had  chiefiy  aim- 
ed, V.  un.iL)le  to  puiiue  il.c  French  0)ip.  The  Britilh  fifC 
was  directed  to  better  purpofe.  The  Ciefar  carricil  the  u.  gof 
the  f.uuou5  pliiloiophcr  and  eircumnavigifcor,  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville>  w^ho  was  feverely  wounded  in  the  arm«  the  FirO;  Lieu- 
tenant^ loft  his  leg,  and  feventy  men  were  killed  or  wound- 
ed. On  board  the  Ifis,  only  one  man  was  killed,  and  fourteen 
wcunued.  liie  yuun^  lJuk.e  oi  Ancaller,  who  h.;d  arrived 
from  Eu^Und  only  a  day  bcioie  the  ilcet  laiicdj  had  embari^cd 
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as  a  volunteer  in  this  Chip,  and  greatly  diflingmdied  lumfelf 
during  the  a<^lion,  as  ciul  Caj)tal;i  Fiir:.c.;ux  late  of  the  Syren. 
Tbc  modeft  detail  which  Captain  Raynor  gave  the  public  of 
tills  briiiiant  a<flion»  (hewed  Jiis  merit  with  double  luitre  :  and 
his  country  had  foon  great  reafdn  to  lament  being  deprived  of 
fuch  an  excellent  ollicer.* 

On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  when  the  rebel  forces,  under  General 
SuHivm,  made  goo<l  t.heir  landing  at  Howland's  ferry  in 
Rliatle  liland,  they  were  greatly  deprelied  by  iindiog  that  the 
French  fleet  had  left  tlie  harbour.  The  weather  was  fo  ex- 
ceedingly wet,  that  their  operations  were  gceady  retarded  ; 
particularly  their  tranfporting  of  ftores,  and  other  requifltes 
neccflary  to  commence  the  (lege.  At  iail,  however,  on  the 
14th,  a  large  body  of  their  troops  took  poflciUon  of  Houy- 
man's-hill. 

To  repel  any  attempts  from  that  quarter^  a  bveaftwotk  had' 
been  railed^  and  (Irengthened  by  abbatts,  along  the  heights 

from  Green-end  to  Irifti's  redoubt.  On  the  17th,  the  enemy 
were  difcovercd  breakinfr  ground  on  } Ionym?.n's-}n!l,  crc£l;in^ 
a  battery  for  cannon  there  ;  another  on  their  right,  on  the 
Green-end  road ;  and  a  thirds  for  fife  gvns,  m  a  dm£i  line 
with  the  former.  Sir  Robert  Ftgot  cndeaTOured  to  obftrud: 
thefe  works,  by  keeping  up  a  continual  fire  on  them ;  but  on 
the  19th,  the  rebels  opened  another  battery,  which  obliged 
him  to  remove  his  camp  more  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued in  making  their  approaches,  and  the  girrifon  in  erecting 
works  to  countera^  them ;  when  on  the  tpth,  at  noon,  the 
French  fleet  came  once  more  in  view.  Seemingly  much  dis- 
abled, they  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  port,  where  they  continu- 
till  the  2  2d»  when  they  finally  difappcared,  and  failed  for 
the  iiarbour  of  Bolton. 

When  the  French  fleet  left  Rhode  ifiand^  the  rebels  were 
conftruding  two  additional  batteries,  much  lower  down  the 
hill  than  the  former ;  one  on  the  right  for  five,  the  other  m 

the 

*  He  died  at  fes,  Aagttft  s^tb,  i;So,  bctrj;  Ui«a  Captain  of  the  Inflexible  of 
fizty-four  guiu. 
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the  left  oi  Green-end  for  fevcn  guns.  Both  of  thefc  were 
<9ened  next  day*  Sir  Robert  Figot  finding  it  neceflary  to  at- 
tempt to  filence  them,  ordered  a  battery  for  feven  beary  guns 

to  be  rrhcd,  011  comnianiin^  ground,  nciir  Grecn-end  ;  but 
from  the  obriru£lion8  which  the  work  received  from  the  ene- 
my's fire»  it  could  not  be  completed  till  the  25th.  Its  efTe^ls^ 
however^  foon  became  viiible ;  for  the  rebels  thought  fit>  foon 
after  it  was  opened,  to  clofe  the  embrafures  of  their  lower 
batteries,  and  to  conftru£l  them  for  mortars.  Daring  t]ils 
time,  they  had  been  employed  on  the  height  of  t!ie  call  road, 
in  making  a  battery  for  thirteen4nch  mortars»  and  had  alfo 
begun  a  third  approach  in  firont,  and  to  the  right  of  their 
lower  baitc*ne5. 

Tt  was  obkrved,  on  the  26ih,  that  thz  rebels  difcontinucd 
their  works ;  and  Sir  Robert  Pigot  was  informed  by  deferters^ 
that  they  were  removintr  their  officers'  ba^^gage  and  heavy  ar- 
tillery, lie  therefore  dctdclicd,  in  tlx  r.ight,  M.ijor  Bruce  of 
the  54th  regiment,  with  one  hundred  men,  over  Lailon  s 
beach  in  queft  of  intelligetice  ^  and  he,  with  .great  addrefs, 
and  without  fuftaining  any  lofs,  furpriied  and  brought  off  a 
piquet  of  two  ofTiccr.;  :\y.d  twenty-{ive  men  :  but  the  aecouma 
which  they  gate  were  vague  and  unceitain. 

On  the  27th>  the  Sphynx  and  two  other  war  (hips  arrived 
at  Rhode  Iflandi  and  brought  the  agreeable  news  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  on  his  way,  with  u  great  reinforcement  to 
the  garrifun.  On  the  28ih,  the  Vigilant  galley  took  a  ftation 
to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  army  :  and  at  ten  o'clock  after- 
iioon,  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  to  furprife  a  fubaltem's 
piquet,  but  were  repulfcd  with  lofs,  and  obliged  to  retreat. 

On  the  ^{jfli,  at  day-break,  it  w:^s  difeovercd  that  theci.eir.v 
h?.d  retreated  during  the  night :  upon  which,  Major-Gcneral 
Frefcot  was  ordered  to  detach  a  regiment  from  the  fecond  line 
under  his  command,  over  '£a(lon*s  beach,  towards  the  left 
i!.::ik  of  their  e::c?.mpment  ;  and  a  p. .it  uf  iirc\vn"'s  corps  w:is 
directed  to  take  polFefllon  of  their  works.  Brigadier-General 
Smith  was^  at  the  fame  time^  feat  by  the  ea(t  road>  with  the 
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22(i  and  43d  regiments,  and  the  flank  cCMnpanies  of  the  38th 

and  54th  regiments;  mKIIc  Major-Cencral  Loiberg  was  order- 
ed  to  march  by  the  w^  fl,  with  the  Hcfiian  cliafleurs  and 
Anfpach  regiments  of  Vok  and  Sebothi  to  annoy  them  in  their 
retreat.  On  receiTing  2  report  from  Brigadier-General  Smithy 
that  the  rebels  made  a  Hand,  and  were  in  force  upon  Quakcr's- 
hxli,  Sir  Robert  Pigot  ordered  the  54th,  and  tlie  ileilian  regi- 
ment  of  Huyn,  with  part  of  Brown's  corps^  to  fttpport  him  } 
but  before  they  could  come  to.his  alGftance,  his  perfeverance^ 
and  tlic  fpiritcd  behaviour  uf  the  troops  under  Ids  command, 
had  g:iined  poflefTioii  of  the  (Irong  polt  of  (fakers-hill,  and 
obliged  the  rebels  to  retire  to  their  works  at  the  north  end  of 
tlie  ifland.  On  hearing  a  fmart  fire  from  the  chafleiirs,  who 
v.  crc  engaged  on  the  wefl  road,  Sir  Robert  fent  Colonel  ]''aii- 
ning*s  corps  of  provincials  to  johi  General  Loiberg,  who  obHged 
the  rebels  to  quit  two  redoubts  -made  to  cover  their  retreat^ 
drove  diem  before  him,  and  took  poflcflion  of  Turkey-hilL 
Towards  evening,  an  attempt  being  made  by  the  enemy  to 
furround  and  cut  oil  the  ciiaireurs,  who  were  advanced  on  the 
left,  the  regiments  of  Fanning  and  Huyn  were  ordered  to  march 
to  their  fupport.  After  a  fmart  engagemeiiti  they  compelled 
them  to  retreat  to  their  matn-body  on  Wmdmill-hill,  an  ad-« 
vaatagcous  iiikiation,  on  which  they  liad  taken  poll,  and  irt 
ilrengthening  of  which  they  had  employed  themfeives  after 
raifing  the  fiege« 

The  return  of  the  it'rench  fqiiadron  to  their  anchorage  offtho 
liarbour  of  Rhode  Illand,  even  in  their  difabled  ftate,  greatly 
alarmed  Sir  Robert  Pigot.  He  dreaded  that  the  rebel  army 
would  return  and  renew  their  approaches:  and  having  no  zc^ 
counts  of  the  Britifti  fteet,  he  was  apprehcnfivfe  that  they  had  aMb 
bcca  difabled  in  the  Horm,  and  obliged  to  return  to  Sandy  Hook; 
and  that  M.  d'Kilaing  wouldj  in  tliat  event,  immediately  re-enter 
the  harbour^  fecond  the  operations  of  the  befiegers,  and  place 
his  (hips  in  foch  pofitions  as  to  enfilade  his  camp  with  their  fire. 
Thus  fituated,  he  was  anxious  to  get  intelligence  of  \m  alarm- 
ing ruuation^  conveyed  to  4>ir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Howe« 
VOL*  IV.  -  z  Idcutenant 
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Licntenaiit  Stanhope  ol  the  nav^  oifewd  lumfclf  for  this  fenrice* 
A  whaie-boat  was^  accordingly  got  ready^  in  which  he  embark- 
ed  on  the  night  of  rhe*  25th,  efcaped  unobfenred  by  the  enemy, 
and  after  a  ftiort  but  boiiU-rous  pAii'.ige  reached  Sandy  Hook.* 
Here  he  found  Lord  Howei  who»  as  ibon  as  his  fleet  wa» 
Te«-aireinbled»  had  given  order»  to  have  the  disabled  Ihipa  repair- 
ed with  all  poffible  expedition^  The  Ifis*  with  the  ApoHo  and 
.  iireiliips,  were  fent  up  to  New  York  :  and  fuch  ftores  wca 
ordered  from  lhat  pl.icc,  as  were  necefl.iry  for  repairing  the 
ihips  ^at  remsined  at  Sandy  HooL  On  the  i8th  of  Auguft* 
the  Experiment  was  fent  out,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  ftate  of  the  earrifon  at  Rhode  Ifland  *,  her  Capt.  ai, 
Sir  James  Wallace*  being  well  acquainted  witli  that  harbour 
and^e  adjacent  coaft.  The  Ariel  and  GaUtea  were  aifo  feat 
to  eruize  $  the  one  to  the  fouthwardi.  the  other  to  the  north- 
wai  (i. 

Thccflcntiai  repairs  requiiitc  forfo  many  ihips,  unavoidably 
employed'  feveral  days  1  during  which  time.  Lord  Howe  re* 
eeived  information,  that  the  French  fquadron  had  returned  to 
Rhode  liiand.  On  the  23d,  the  Experiment  was  chaced  into 
Long  Illand  Sound  by  three  of  tlieir  hrge  fliips  v  and  returne^i 
to  the  Hook  by  New  York*  through  Hell-gGrte..  She  was  the 
firft  two-decker  that  ever  attempted  lhat  dangerous  paflage. 
ThL  ..cLounts  of  the  return  oi  ihc  French  iicct  tu  Rhode  Ifland, 
were  confirmed  by  the  Venus  and  Galatea  frigates.  The  Captain 
«f  the  latter  reported^  that  he  had  feen  elfcven  iail  ef  the  iinCy 
indudtng  the  two  difinafted  Ihips,  at  anchor  off  the  harbour  of 
Newport  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  and  that  he  had  left  them 
in  the  fame  fituation  on  the  next  day.  T!us  intelligence  made 
Lord  Howe  extremely  anxious  ta  get  to  fea :  and  while  he  was 
waiting  the  tides  to  begin  crolfing  the  bar,  die  repairs  of  the 
difabled  Ihips,  except  the  Ids  and  Apollo,  being  nearly  com- 
pleted. Lieutenant  Stanhope  ariivcd  from  Riiode  Ifland,  with 

difpatcki 

•  pafif!  UP};;  rccivtil  through  fh-j  boviy  of  the  French  flfct  ;  and  coafting 
along  thr  outward  fhnrc  of  Long  llliuid»  met  w»lh  lo  Ucavy  *icx  expofcd  fai* 
boM  to  he  ivmnpcd  every  milaou 
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(lirpatchcs  from  Sir  Robert  Figot.  He  (latedi  that  the  rebels 
had  now  advanced  their  batteries  vithin  fifteen  hundred  yards 
of  the  Britifli  works  i  but  that  although  Sir  Robert  was  under 
no  appiehenfiont  from  any  attempt  whidi  they  could  make  on 

Ills  front,  if  the  French  fleet,  which  had  late  ly  rL  turncd,  fhould 
re-enter  the  harbour^  it  would  make  an  alarmmg  change  in  his 
fituation.  According  to  the  original  plan  agreed  upon  between 
the  rebeb  and  the  Frenchi  troops  might  be  landed  at  Bienton's- 
neck,  and  adranee  upon  his  rear;  on  which  event,  very  fatal 
confcquences  might  cnlu^.  I  vciy  ihing  being  now  ready. 
Lord  Howe  croiled  the  bar,  and  was  in  the  fame  night  jouied 
by  the  Experiment  and  fire(hip.<i  from  NeW  York^  and  by  a 
number  of  volunteers  for  the  Monmouth.*  On  the  morning 
of  the  25th  he  failed  for  Rhode  Illand. 

A  ftrong  reinforcement  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Henrv  Clinton,  were  alfo  embarked  at  New  York,  and  ready 
to  proceed,  by  Long  Jiland  5ound,  for  the  relief  of  the  befieged 
at  Newport.  Lord  Howe  was  to  favour  their  approach,  by 
endeavouring  to  draw  off  the  French  fleet,  and  bring  them  to 
z£i\(m :  but  he  was  met  at  Tea  by  the  Galatea,  with  difpatches 
from  Sir  Robert  Pij^ot,  informing'  him,  that  M.  d'Eftaiiig  hadj 
in  the  night  between  the  2  1 11  and  22d,  failed  with  the  fleet 
under  his  commandi  from  his  anchorage  off  Judith  Point,  and 
fteered  for  Bofton.  He  therefore  detached  the  Nautilus, 
Sphynx,  and  Vigilant  gallies,  to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  (lood  o» 
with  the  fquadron  in  qutft  of  theeneiny.  As  it  was  not  pro- 
bable, that  they  would  attempt  to  navigate  their  large  Ihips, 
in  their  difabled  (late,  through  the  fouth  channel,  within  St.  , 
George's  Bank,  Lord  Howe  entertained  fome  hope,  that  by 
following  that  cottrie«  he  might  intercept  them  on  their  ap- 
proach to  Bollon  bay.  lu  ilii^  hope  he  was  confirmed  by  the 
Commander  of  the  Reiillance  rebel  privateer,  which  had  been 

z  2  Ukea 

•  T!ii»  (hi^  had  arrived  oa  the  iSth  of  Auguft.    She  v.-::^  one  r  f  Vice-Admlral 
Byrori'f  Iquadron,  from  which  (hr  had  f:irtrdon  the  4th  of  July  ;  and  iiad  been 
*inuch  difabird  in  hiai  nuita»  hj  the  boiitcroua  wcatbei  whidi  ^  had  cncoyctered 
w  btf  voyage. 
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taken  by  the  fquadron  on  the  28th.  He  had  been  fent  that  day 

from  Bultou  to  look  out  for  the  i  icuch  fleet,  and  to  pilot  them 
into  Nantaiket  road ;  but  as  he  had  failed  down  the  channel^ 
and  feen  nothing  of  themi  he  fuppofed  they  had  fteered  round 
the  bank. 

Leaving  Lord  Howe  in  fearch  of  the  French  fleet,  we  (hall 
turn  our  attention  once  more  to  the  operations  at  Khodc 
Ifland. 

The  troops  lay  on  their  arms  during  the  night,  on  die  ground 
they  had  gained.  Dlre£liuui>  were  given  for  bringing  up  i.iC 
camp  equipage  and  artillery,  and  other  preparations  made  for 
driving  the  rebels  from  their  redoubts;  but  by  means  of  a 
great  number  of  boats»  they  retreated,  in  the  night  of  the  3otfa» 
acrofs  BrilUil  and  Ilowlaiul  ferry,  rell^iang  back  lu  iLc  liritifk 
troops,  liic  entire  pofibUion  of  Rhode  liland. 

During  thefe  tedious  and  fatiguing  operations*  the  behaTiour 
of  the  officers  and  men,  under  Sir  Robert  Pigot's  command, 
gave  him  the  grcated  fatisf.icii  »n  \  ;iud  111  his  public  letter,  he 
bellowed  on  them  the  highett  encomiums.  He  particularly 
commended  Generals  Lofberg  and  Smith ;  Colonel  de  Voitt 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of  the  22d,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marfli  of  the  43d  regiments.  Captains  Trench  and 
Coore  of  the  54th  regiment,  Captain  Barry  of  the  5  2d  regi- 
ment, who  was  a  volunteer  on  this  occasion,  and  Captains 
Malfsburg  and  Noltenius  of  the  chafleurs;  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery;  and  Captain  Brifbane, 
and  all  the  Captains,  other  oflicers,  and  men  of  tlie  navy,  by 
whom,  the  General  faid,  he  viras  enabled  to  man  the  difieient 
batteries^  with  their  moft  experienced  ofiicers  and  belt  men, 
who  by  their  example  and  conftant  attention,  contributed  mtich 
to  the  fupport  of  the  defences*,  alfo,  the  marine  corps.  Kor 
can  I  conclude,  iaid  Sir  Robert,  without  expreffmg  my  fincere 
acknowledgments  to  every  officer  and  foldier  under  my  com- 
mand, and  to  the  feveral  departments,  for  their  uawearied  ei** 
crtions  to  counttracl  fo  many  diiFicultics. 

The  rcbcU  attributed  the  miicarriage  t>i  this  Q^terprife  entire* 

If 
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]y  to  their  being  deferted  by  M«  d'Eftaing.  He  had  returned 
before  Rhode  Ifland  on  the  20th  of  September :  and  nt  feven 

in  the  evening  of  that  day,  Gciit!rals  Green  and  M.  de  ]a 
Fayette  went  on  board  his  (hip,  to  confult  ^yith  him  on  the 
mcafures  proper  to  be  purfued  for  enfuring  fuccefs  to  the  en** 
terprife  in  which  they  were  engaged.    They  urged  M.  de 
Eilaing  to  return  wii!\  his  f!eet  into  Newport  harbour.  He 
VIS  npparentiy  incHned  to  comply  witli  their  requeft;  but  all 
his  Captains  and  principal  officers  were  unfriendly  to  hinu 
Being  a  land  officer  they  deemed  it  an  afiront  to  their  under- 
Aanilings,  and  a  piece  of  injuilicc  done  to  their  merits  and 
fcr\  ices,  that  he  ihould  have  been  promoted  over  their  heads. 
They  therefore  crofled  him  in  every  meafure,  that  feemed  to 
open  to  him  any  pror)Ye£l  of  reputation ;  in  order,  if  poffible^ 
to  bring  him  into  difgrace.    His  inftru£lions  from  the  Court 
of  France  were>  to  go  to  Boilon,  if  the  fleet  ihould  meet  with 
any  misfortune  $  or  if,  as  was  expe^ed^  a  fuperior  British  fleet 
Ihould  appear.    All  the  officers  infifled  upon  his  following  his 
iijltru£lions,  and  entered  into  a  formal  proteft  againft  his  pro- 
fecuting  the  expedition  any  farther.    On  the  2iil,  Green  and 
Fayette  returned  to  the  rebel  camp,  and  made  a  report  of  what 
had  pafled.   The  next  day  letters  were  fent  on  board  the  Lan- 
guedoc,  from  Generals  Sullivan  and  Ilandcock  ;  as  alfo  a  pro- 
teft, dated  Camp  before  Newport,  and  fjgned  hy  all  the  rebel 
Generals,  againil  the  Count's  proceeding  to  Boiloii  with  the 
fleet  under  his  command.*   This  was  a  fort  of  treatment  to 
which  M.  d'Eftaing  had  not  been  accuilomed,  and  their  violent 
rcmonftrances  had  not  the  cf^€i  which  they  vainly  hoped  they 
would  produce :  fo  far  from  complying  with  tlicir  requefls,  he 
returned  a  very  fpirited  anfwer  to  the  rebel  Generals  protefly 
and  immediately  failed  with  his  fquadron  for  Bofton.  The 
French  fleet  had  fu  fie  red  confiderabk  damage  in  llie  ftonn,  be- 
fides  what  a  few  of  his  fhips  had  fullaincd,  in  th'j  pairi.d  ac- 
tions they  had  with  fome  of  Jx>rd  Howe's  fquadron.    On  their 
return  from  the  fouthward  to  Rhode  Ifland,  they  fell  u\  \\  if h 

^        *  Gordon*!  UiAory  of  the  Ajncricao  Revolattoo,  vol  ail  pa^e  x6]« 
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and  took  hb  Majefty's  floop  Senegal^  and  Thunder  bombketch. 
When  he  reached  Bofton  he  was  much  difappoinced,  at  lind« 

ing  neither  provifions  nor  water  r^ady  for  his  fhips :  and  when 
he  wrote  to  Congrcfs,  explaining  his  condudl,  he  faid^  that  it 
arofe  entirely  from  his  inftru£^ions  obliging  him  to  attend  to 
the  fituation  of  his  fquadron,  and  the  advices  of  a  fuperior 
naval  force  from  Europe,  and  from  his  ignomrce  of  what  had 
become  of  Lord  iiowe';»  fleet,  lie  aifo  complained  bitterly  of 
the  want  of  provifions  and  watery  4nd  of  the  proteft  of  their 
Generals  at  Rhode  Ifland. 

On  account  of  liis  retreat  from  Rhode  Ifland,  he  wns  ex- 
tremely unpopular  at  Boilon.  The  mob  infulted  the  French 
on  feveral  occafionsy  and  frequently  came  to  blows  :  fuch  was 
their  inveteracy,  that  the  civil  magiilrates  were  fometimes  olv 
liged  to  interpofc  their  authuiity,  to  put  a  {\o\)  to  the  iiiluiJco 
to  which  it  gave  rife.  The  retreat  of  M.  d'lLitaing  from  Kew- 
port)  fo  effe^uaily  damped  the  refolution  of  many  of  the  volim- 
teersy  that  immediately  on  that  event,  they  returned  in  nnilti' 
tudes  to  their  homes  ;  and  the  rebel  Generals  employed  againd 
Khode  Illand  refolved,  in  a  Council  of  War,  to  raife  tJic 
iiege  of  Newport ;  to  draw  off  the  forces  to  the  north  end  of 
the  ifland ;  to  fortify  a  camp  there,  for  fecuring  a  communica- 
tion with  the  main  ;  and  to  continue  in  it,  until  it  (hould  be 
kn'  Avn  whether  or  not  the  French  fleet  wouki  fpeedily  return 
to  their  aihftance.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  at  the  requed 
of  the  general  officers,  went  to  Bofton  to  folicit  M.  d'Eftaing 
to  return  with  the  fleet.  The  Count,  however,  would  not 
coufent  to  that  meafure  ;  but  made  a  fpiritcd  offer,  of  leading 
in  pcrfon  the  troops  under  hiR  command  from  Bodon,  toco- 
operate  with  the  rebels  againit  Rhode  Ifland.  M.  de  la  Fayetie 
pofted  back  with  this  anfwer :  and  on  receiving  it,  the  enemy 
xefolved  to  abandon  the  enterprife. 

Whilil  the  Briiifli  fleet  were  repairing  their  damages  at 
Sandy. Hook  and  New  York,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  provided 
tranfports  for  the  firft  battalion  of  light-infantry,  the  firft 
batulion  of  grenadiers^  aud  klie  tiiird  and  luurih  brigades, 

amounting 
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vnounttng  almod  to  four  tboufaml  men«  the  command  of 
-whom  he  gave  to  Major-General  Grey^  vith  orders  that  as 

foon  2S  Lord  IIqwc  iiucl  L.ilcfl,  livjfe  troops  ll.oukl  cn.Iui^, 
and  proceed  by  the  way  of  the  Sound,  iwliere  they  were  to 
meet  feme  frigates ;  and  tliat  they  (hoM  be  in  readtnefs  to 
join  hu  Lord  (hip  at  the  eaft  end  of  Long  Ifland»  and  to  a^  in 
<:onccrt  with  hiin,  as  circumftynccs  might  require.  On  the 
27th  of  Augulty  hen  thii»  expedition  was  abou^  to  be  put  ill 
motiony  he  received  a  letter  from  Lord  liowe,  tncloring  one 
from  Major- General  Sir  Robert  Pigot^  by  which  he  was  in* 
formed,  that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted  the  ifland  ;  but  that 
the  rebels  were  ftili  there  in  great  force,  Oa  receiving  this 
intciligencej  Sir  Henry  Ciinton  judged  k  expedient  to  fail 
immediately  to  the  relief  of  Rhode  Ifland  ;  but  was  detained 
by  contrary  winds  until  the  3 1  ft.  Findinjr,  on  his  arrival  there, 
that  the  enemy  had  raifed  the  Oege,  and  retired  to  the  con- 
tinents he  reiolvcd  to  proceed  again  ft  New  London,  a  town 
remarkable  for  fitting  out  a  number  of  privateers  ^  but  when 
he  was  approaching  that  place,  the  wind  beeame  unfavourable^ 
and  coutiaued  fu  for  twenty-four  hours.  He  therefore  quirted 
the  fleet,  and  directed  Major-Generai  Grey  to  proceed  to  Bed- 
ford, another  noted  port  for  privateefSf  where  there  were,  at 
that  time,  a  number  of  captured  fiiips. 

General  Grey  accordingly  failed  with  the  troops,  cfcoited 
by  the  Carysfort  frigate,  ajid  appeared  oflf  Bedforil  on  the  5th 
of  September,  about  fix  in  the  evening,  when,  by  the  afiidance 
of  the  ihips  of  war,  the  forces  were  fpeedily  landed*  The  fur- 
pnfo  was  very  complete,  the  enemy  having  only  a  few  liours 
notice  of  their  approach  i  and  the  olijeci  uf  the  expedition  w  as 
attained,  and  all  the  troops  ro«mbarked  by  noon  on  the  6th. 
The  ftoret  depofited  at  Bedford,  which  were  of  great  value, 
together  with  fevcnty  privatccr^j  a:i !  Cips,  many  of  which  \im\ 
rich  cargoes  on  board  and  were  ready  tor  lading,  were  burnt. 
The  only  battery  which  the  rebels  had,  was  on  the  Fairhnvcn 
fide  of  Aceulbnet  river,  it  was  an  inc)o(ed  fort,  with  cUvcii 
pieces  of  cannon.    They  abandoned  it,  the  gunt>  \^erc  dcnioiilh- 

z  4  td^ 
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ed,  and  the  magazine  blown  up.  General  Grey  was  highly 
pleafed  with  the  condu£l  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  The 

fpirit,  zeal,  and  aOivity,  which  they  difplayed  ;  but  above  all, 
their  ftri£^  dilcipliiic  aiul  fobriety,  in  the  midil  great  tempM^ 
tioni  merited  high  approbation.  The  lofs  fuilained  was  only 
lix  men  woundedi  one  of  whom  died  the  next  day.  As  the 
wind  was  not  favourable  for  the  failing  of  the  fleet  on  the  6th 
and  7th,  they  were  able  only  to  luul  a  little  farther  from  the 
fhore.  Advantage*  however,  was  taken  of  this  delay,  by 
burning  a  large  privateer  ihip  which  the  rebels  had  on  the 
ilocks,  and  by  fending  a  fmall  armament  of  boats,  efcorced  by 
two  gallics,  to  (IcRroy  two  or  three  vclTcl^,  which  being  at 
anchor  in  the  dream,  the  troops  had  not  been  able  to  fet  on 
lire.  The  fleet  failed  on  the  8th ;  but»  from  the  many  dt£* 
ficulties  which  occur  in  pafiing  out  of  Buzzard's  Bay  into  the 
Vineyard  »Souiid,  through  Qu^ickic\s-ao]e,  aiul  from  tlie  head 
winds  which  prevailed,  it  did  not  reach  Holme's-hole  harbour, 
in  the  ifland  of  Martha's  Vineyard^  until  the  loth*  The 
tranfports  with  the  light -infantry,  grenadiers,  and  33d  regi- 
ment, were  anclu^red  without  the  haibour,  becaufe  General 
Grey  had  a  view  of  employing  thofe  corps  on  a  ji:-rticulir fcr- 
mcCf  whilft  the  bufinefs  of  coUe^ing  cattle  ihould  be  goiiig  on 
upon  the  ifland ;  but  contrary  winds  obliged  him  to  relinquiih 

liis  dcfigns. 

No  fooncr  did  the  fleet  arrive  off  tlie  harbour,  than  the  in- 
habitants fent  peribns  on  board  to  alk  the  GeneraFs  intentions 
with  refpe£%  to  them.  He  immediately  tequired,  that  they 
fhould  deliver  to  him  the  arms  of  the  militia,  the  public  money, 
three  hundred  oicen,  and  ten  thoufand  (hcep  ;  the  two  lail 
nrttcles  being  exadly  what  they  had  made  a  tender  of  to  Con- 
grefs,  for  the  ufe  of  their  troops.  They  promifed  to  fend  him 
all  thefe. articles,  without  delay ;  but  he  afterwards  found  ft 
iieccllary  to  order  fmall  dctachmcntb  into  llic  illand,  and  to 
detain  the  deputed  inhabitants,  in  order  to  accelerate  their 
compliance  with  his  demands. 

On  the  1 2th,  feme  vcflels  from  Rhode  Ifland  joined  the  fleet; 
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on  board  of  which  &%  thoufand  fiieept  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  cattle,  were  embarked.  The  t3th  and  14th  were  em- 
ployed in  embarking  cattle  on  board  the  tranfports  from  NVw 
York  ;  in  dcllroying  fome  falt-works  ;  in  burning  or  takii:g 
what  velTels  and  boats  could  be  found  in  the  neighbourin|[ 
creeks  and  inlets  )  and  in  receiving  the  arms  of  the  inilitia.* 
On  the  15th,  the  fleet  failed  for  New  York. 

We  fliall  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Jlowe.  It  was  the  30th 
befoie  his  Lordlhip  was  able  to  enter  Bofton  bay  1  when  hit 
rooft  advanced  (hips  immediately  made  the  fignal  for  feeing  the 
French  fquadron,  which  had  arrived  only  a  iliort  time  before 
him,  at  anchor  there.  He  intended,  next  morning,  to  hare 
taken  a  view  of  their  pc^tion,  with  a  defign  to  attack  them,  if 
that  could  be  done  with  any  profpe^^  of  fuccefs ;  but  was  pre- 
vented from  executing  tlils  plan,  by  a  mibfortunc  which  bcfel 
the  St.  Albans.  In  the  night,  wlien  putting  in  Hays,  ihe  had 
got  aihore  near  the  point  of  Cape  Cod,  where  the  great  depth 
of  water,  adjacent  to  the  beach,  afforded  little  previous  notice  of 
her  danger.  The  weather  proving  temperate,  (jic  was  got  aflu.t: 
again  before  the  following  night,  without  apparent  damage,  or 
any  lofs,  except  her  two  bower  anchors,  which  it  had  been 
found  ncceflTary  to  cut  away  for^ightcning  her.  Being  dropped 
clofe  to  liie  lliorc,  it  was  in.ptjfriblc  to  i^covcr  tlicm,  Uuriag 
the  fliort  time  the  ffju.idron  remained  ilitre. 

The  ftorcs  and  other  furniture,  that  had  been  taken  out  of 
the  St.  Albans  for  relieving  the  fliip,  being  replajced  next 
nunning,  his  Lordfliip  proceeded  wiiU  \ih  Iqii  iJicin,  witb  the 
wind  in  the  fouth-wcil  quarter,  towards  Boilon  ;  and  arrived 
off  the  entrance  of  the  port  in  the  evening  of  the  firll  of 
September. 

Tlic  njtpc.irance  of  the  i/iififli  fljet,  on  iLj  T,C)\.h  of  Au;;ufl, 
h.id  caufed  great  condernation  not  only  in  Builon,  but  ahu  in 
the  adjacent  country.  From  diat  time  to  the  1 11  of  Septem- 
ber, great  numbers  of  people  were  cn^pl  yeJ  in  ftrengthening 
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the  defences  of  the  place,  efpecially  towards  the  lea  y  and  the 
French  fquadron  removed  higher  up  the  harbouri  wlicre  they 
vtm  covered  hj  the  works  which  had  been  erected  on  the 
fcveral  points  ui  the  Ihorc,  adjacent  to  the  ground  where 
they  anchored.  Lord  Howe  being  of  opinion,  tJiat  die  Freucii 
sneant  to  remain  for  fome  time  at  Boiton,  and  deemwg  any 
attempt  to  attack  them,  in  thetr  prefent  pofitioB,  inexpedient 
and  hazardous,  refolved  to  return  to  the  fouthward,  to  eo* 
operate  with  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  and  to  alTord  him  all  the  ahiil- 
ance  in  his  power.  He  accordingly  failed,  in  the  morning  of 
the  fecond  of  September,  from  the  Bofton  coaft,  and  on  the 
4th  ^arrived  ofF  Rhode  Ifland ;  where  he  was  informed,  that 
the  rebels  had  raifed  the  Gegc  of  Newport,  and  that,  on  the 
30th  of  Augttftj  they  had  made  good  their  retreat  to  the  con- 
tinent. 

He  was  joined  while  here,  by  the  armament  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-General  Grey,  whofe  operations  he  intended 
to  have  covered,  until  tlie  troops  ihould  return  up  Long  liland 
^  Sound :  hut  the  wind  changing  to  the  eallward  in  the  nunming 
of  the  pth,  and  the  appearance  of  the  weather  becoming  very 
iinfavour.ible,  he  flood  out  to  fca,  to  preferve  his  fquadron 
froiii  the  hazardous  intricacies  of  the  navigation  on  tliat  part 
of  the  coaft.  Previous  to  this,  he  had  detached  Commodore 
Hotham  to  Rhode  Ifland,  with  the  Centurion,  Prefton,  and 
i^t.  Albansj  to  lake  oiF  the  Icaii^cii  .liiU  naval  llores  landed  from 
the  frigates  which  were  deflroyed  there,  wl^en  the  French  iieet 
had  entered  the  harbour.  The  crew  of  the  MoimM>uth  be- 
-  coming  very  Gckly,  that  Ihip  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  all 
expedition  to  New  York,  ills  LorvlHiip,  with  his  ft^UAuron, 
arrived  at  Sandv  Tlook  on  the  i  ith  of  September. 

No  part  of  the  fervice  had  been  neglected  by  Lord  Howe. 
As  foon  as  he  was  informed,  that  Halifax  was  the  rendezvous 
ol  \'icc- Adn^ir.tl  P>vron  and  i.is  ti^Li,  i»c  li^d  ordered  iri^uti;j> 
to  be  ilationed  in  the  i:.titudes  lu  which  they  were  mod  likdy 
to  fall  in  with  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  him  all  the  in- 
formation that  he  might  be  dciurous  of  obtaining.   Until  the 
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arriTal  of  tfa^  Cornwall}  his  Lordihip  knew  not  that  the  ren- 
deacTOUS  of  that  ill-fated  fquadron,  had  been  changed  from 

Halifax  to  Sandy  Hook  ;  but  immediately  on  receiving  this  in- 
formation,  he  (lationcd  Icvcral  vcfl'els  from  iifteen  to  thirtjf 
Jeagfies  foudi-eail  from  Sandy  Hook»  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  meeting  with  them.  The  Senegal,  which  was  one  of  theie 
fhips,  li.ul  ihc  iviisfortune  10  be  lakcii  by  the  Freiicl.  Iquadron, 
on  iu  return  back  from  the  Delawiire  to  Rhode  IHand.  Titc 
Vice*Admira])  on  his  return  to  Sandy  Hook,  found  Rear- 
Adraiml  Parker,  and  fix  fail  of  the  line*  of  Vice- Admiral 
Byron's  fquadron,  wiiich  had  arrived  there  on  the  29th,  vvitii 
their  crews  much  exhauiled  by  a  difaiiious  voyage,  and  their 
rigging  in  a  yery  ihattered  condition* 

Lord  Howe,  having  done  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the 
benefit  of  lils  country,  rcfolved,  for  the  recovery  of  his  heahii, 
10  avail  himicii  of  his  Majelly's  permitiion  to  return  tu  England. 
By  a  happy  mixture  of  prudent  and  bold  meafures  ^  by  a  feries  of 
manceuvres,  which  naval  tables  virere  fcarcely  thought  capable 

of  exhibiting;  by  iiiilci  iti^aLic  zeal,  and  an  jruciil  ;Uientioa 
to  take  advantage  of  every  occurrence  ^  by  an  unconquerable 
and  perfevering  fpirit,  with  which  his  example  infpired  every 
officer  and  feaman  under  his  command  ;  he  faved  his  counu  vr 
fruin  tJii;^^v.:L:c,  uiul  perhaps  from  ruin.  While  the  annuls  of 
Brit:iin  are  read,  tliey  will  recal  to  memory  his  important  fer- 
vices :  and  his  fame  muft  appear  with  uncommon  luitre,  while 
it  is  recollected,  that,  with  forces  far  inferior  in  ftrength  to 
thofe  of  his  opponents,  lie  defeated  all  the  great  dell^n;,  of  an 
a^ive  and  enterprifing  enemy  ;  protetted  the  army  and  ilcct  uf 
txanfports  at  New  York  ^  ratfed  the  fiege  of  Rhode  liland  ; 
and  compelled  the  French  fquadron  to  feck  an  afylum  in  the 
harbour  of  Bofton,  from  which  their  (hattcred  condition 
rendered  them  long  unable  tu  depart.  On  the*  25  th  of  Hep- 
temher,  he  reiigned  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  Rear- Ad- 
miral Gambler  $  and,  moft  juftly  admired  and  regretted  by 
|he  whole  army  and  navy^  failed  for  England  :  and  fortu- 
nately 

f  Royal  Oak,  Cooqiienri  Fame,  SultsOt  Bedford^  and  GtaftoB. 
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nately  arrived  fafe  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  26th  of  0£kober.f 

On  the  26th  of  September,  Vice-Admiral  Byron,  in  the 
Princefs  Royal,  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  from  Halifax  ;  brought 
with  him  the  Culk>den>  Diamond,  and  two  iloops,  and  was 
foon  after  joined  by  the  Albion.  Thefe  were  all  the  ihips  of 
this  fquadron,  that  ever  reached  their  rendezvous  in  America. 
So  unfortunate  had  it  beeui  that  btrides  the  damages  fuil^incd 
by  the  Cornwall  and  Monmouth*  the  Grafton  and  Bedford  had 
their  main-mafts  fprung  ^  the  Royal  Oak  her  top-mafts,  and 
the  Sultan  her  rnain-mad  in  two  places  :  fhe  aifo  loft  all  her 
top-ma  lis  J  and  the  Albion  loft  her  main-maft  and  all  her  top- 
mafts.  The  Rafiell  fuftained  fo  much  damage*  that  ihe  was 
obliged  to  bear  away  for  IjtA>on,  and  to  fail  from  diat  for 
England.  The  Invincible,  Commodore  Evans,  after  being 
nearly  wrecked  on  Nantucket  Ihoals,  was  torccd  to  ftcer  for  Sr. 
John's  in  Newfoundland,  where  ihe  arrived  in  a  Tcry  crippled 
Hate.  .  As  foon  as  (he  was  refitted*  ihe  proceeded  for  Englandi 
along  with  the  Guadaloupe*  which  had  likewifc  put  into  that 
port. 

When  General  Grey  returned  with  the  troops  under  his 
command  to  New  York,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  propofed  to  tate 
a  forward  po(ition  with  the  army,  in  order  to  procure  a  fupplf 

ot  forage,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  rebel  army,  ami  to 
favour  an  expedition  intended  againft  Egg  harbour  in  £aft 
Jerfey*  where  the  enemy  had  a  number  of  priratecrsy  and  con- 
fiderable  falt-works. 

Accoi Jiiigly,  on  the  22d"of  September,  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  a  confiderabie  corps*  took  a  poiition  between  Newbridge* 

on 

f  On  the  lid  of  0<2ob€r,  about  ftvcn  in  the  morninp,  in  the  chopi  of  the 
BrttUh  Channel,  his  Lordihip  fell  in  \%  ith  three  French  ihipa  of  the  line,  being 
part  of  a  fquadron  conunardcd  by  M.  la  Mothe  Piquet.  By  that  hapff 
prefence  of  mind  which  ocTer  furf«M>k  him  in  the  greateft  dangers,  he  ordered  a 
prefs  of  fail  to  be  immediacelf  let,  by  which  means  the  Eagle  obuined  fo  ptH 
m  diftance,  by  the  time  Ihe  wus  difcoTcred  by  the  Commodore,  and  ibip*  or* 
4ered  in  chace,  that  although  they  made  the  grcateft  eflbru  to  come  op 
"lier,  they  had  gained  but  little  grooo  J  when  it  became  dark ;  and  ihe  daped  by 
changing  her  cowfe  in  thenight» 
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on  Hackinfack  river  in  Jcrfey,  and  Hudfon's  river ;  and  at  the 
fame  ttme^  Lieutenant-Genend  Knyphaufen^  with  another 
ftrong  corps,  took  z  poiition  between  Wepperhaniy  on  Hud- 
fon's rivci-,  and  ihc  Hrunx.    Tlius  (kuateJ,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  General  Clinton,  by  the  aHtRance  of  the  navy  and  the  fiat- 
boats,  to  form  a  jundlon  of  thefe  two  corps»  on  either  fide  o£ 
Htidfon's  river,  in  twenty-four  hours ;  while-,  as  his  Majefty's 
forces  were  maflers  of  tlie  mv  illation  of  that  river  as  lii^h  as  the 
Highlands,  General  Wafliiiigton  could  not  aflemble  the  army 
under  his  command  in  ten  days.   To  have  done  this  in  Jerfey» 
he  muft  have  deicended  from  his  mountains,  and  fiUced  a  ge- 
neral a£lion,  in  a  country  little  favourable  to  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions.   By  this  movement,  the  provinces  of  Jetfey  and  New 
York  were  opened,  and  the  General  obtained  a  very  confidet'- 
able  fupply  of  proviGons.    Lord  ComwalHs  having  received 
intelligence,  that  a  large  body  of  militia,  an'd  Colcmel  Baylor's 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  were  afi'embled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Taapan,  in  order  to  interrupt  his  foraging  parties,  a 
plan  was  formed,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  for  furprifing 
them.    Three  deferters  from  the  right  column  alarmed  the 
inilitia,  who  were  pofled  near  New  Taapan,  by  wliieh  means 
they  made  their  efcape :  but  the  left  column,  commanded  by 
Major-General  Grey,  was  fo  fortunate  as  not  tobedifcoveied* 
The  Major- General  conduced  his  march  with  fo  much  order 
and  filence,  and  made  fo  good  a  (lifpofition  to  furround  the 
village  of  Old  Taapan,  where  the  regiment  of  dragoons  lay, 
that  they  were  completely  furprifed,  and  very  few  of  them 
efcaped  being  either  killed  or  taken.    He  Hkewife  fell  in  with  a 
party  of  rebel  miiiiia,  and  inmicdiately  dlfperfed  them,  killins^ 
fome  and  making  others  prifoners.    The  whole  lofs,  on  the 
part  of  the  King's  forces,  was  one  man  of  the  fecond  battalion 
of  light-infantry  ;  which  corps  had  the  principal  (hare  in  the 
aclion,  in  wliieh  it  behaved  with  fpirit  and  alacrity. 

Tlie  expedition  mentioned,  as  intendetl  againJt  Egg  harbour, 
was  a  conjunfl  one.  The  command  of  the  troops  employed 
in  it,  was  conferred  on  Captain  Fergufon  of  the  70th  rcgi- 

meat  i 
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ment ;  and  that  of  the  naval  parr,  which  confifted  of  hU  M»« 
jefty's  flootps  Zebra,  Vigilant,  and  Nautilus,  fome  gallics,  and 
iifnall  armed  vefleU  of  littte  draught  of  water,  was  given  to 
C'jptain  Henry  Collins.  From  the  fize  of  war  fhips  and  velTclj 
employed  on  this  fcrvice,  the  rebel  fpics  gave  informatioQ, 
that  their  fufpicions  led  them  to  conje£^ure,  that  it  was  de« 
figned  againft  fome  of  the  fmall  polls  in  the  ndghbourhood  1 
upon  this,  notice  had  been  conveyed  to  all  the  pl  ices  comint!? 
within  this  defcriptioitl  to  put  them  on  their  guard.  By  thcfe 
means  three  privateers,  carrying.each  from  fix  to  eight  guns, 
and  a  pilot,  effefled  their  efcape,  before  the  armament  got  off 
the  port.  The  troops  being  embarked  at  Statcn  Ifland,  and 
every  tiling  in  readinefs,  Captain  Collins  put  to  Tea,  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  of  September,  with  the  wind  at  north; 
but  it  changed  nest  day  to  the  fouthward^  and  blew  (b  ftrong, 
that  it  was  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  Ociober,  before  he  at* 
lived  off  the  entrance  of  Little  E;^g  harbour.  Tlie  tide  proving 
favourable,  he  ordered  the  Halifax 'brig,  together  with  the 
Dependence  and  Comwallis  gallies,  to  enter  it,  and  to  take 
fuch  a  pofition  ;us  might  prcvert  tne  efcapc  of  any  of  the  ithdi 
veilels;  but  it  was  the  evening  oi  the  7th,  before  the  weather 
would  permit  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  follow  them.  As  from  aii 
the  intelligence  obtained,  it  appeared  certain,  that  the  enemy 
h.ivl  icdved  notice  of  their  iiuciiticns  fame  days  previous  to 
their  arrival.  Captains  Collins  and  Fergufon  refolved  not  to  lok 
a  moment's  time,  but  to  proceed  up  the  river,  with  fuch  force 
as  tliey  could  mufter,  and  endeavour  to  execute  their  orders. 
Having,  to  lelTcn  their  draught  of  water,  taken  every  thing 
thAt  could  be  rpared  out  of  the  gallics  and  armed  vellc's 


a? 


many  troops  as  they  could  convey  were  embarked  in  them  i 
the  reft  were  put  on  board  the  flat*boats  and  gnn^boats,  and  at 
day>break,  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  whole  proceeded  up 

the  river.  Their  progrefs  was  atUiUed  with  great  difficultic-i 
owing  to  the  extreme  flioalacl^i  of  the  water,  and  the  want  of 
pilots.   The  Granby  and  Git^wich  anncd  floops  grounded 

off  Mincock  ifland,  and  could  not  be  got  oE   The  icft  ho^* 

ever 
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ever  proceeded  up  with  the  galliesi  and  the  Nautiluses  and  Ex**- 
periinent*8  tenders ;  and,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  came 
nearly  oppofke  to  Chefnut^neck,  where  the  rebels  had  federal 

vcllcis  ana  about  a  dozen  of  llorclioufcs.  At  this  place  they 
had  erected  a  work,  with  embrafures  for  fix  gun^  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  to  guard  the  channel ;  and  another  upon  si 
^mmandin^  eminencey  with  a  platform  for  guns  en  harhrtte  ; 

in  wliich  it  ^iici  wujrds  appcarcii,  tliAi  they  had  not  placed  any 
artillerv- 

The  banks  of  the  river  below  the  works  were  fo  fwampy^ 
that  it  was  neceflary  for  the  boats  with  the  troops  to  pals  withiift 

mufquet  Ihot,  in  order  to  land  beyond  them.  Captain  Collins 
had  previouHy  advanced  with  the  gailics  to  cover  the  landing  o£ 
the  miliury.  As  he  came  very  cloic  to  the  enemy's  works, 
and  as  the  guns  of  the  galltes  were  remarkably  well  pointed^ 
tiic  Tire  of  the  rebels  was  efFcflually  ftifled  ;  and  the  King's 
forces  getting  on  fliore  with  eafe,  fooii  drove  into  the  woods 
the  Ikulking  banditti  who  oppofed  them. 

Daring  that  CTening  and  next  morning,  the  (eamen  were 
employed  in  deftroyii.g  ten  veflels,  (moft  of  them  prizes)  wMcb 
were  found  at  and  near  that  place  *,  while  tlic  mihtary  were  na 
lefs  bufy  in  razing  all  the  (lorehoufes  there,  and  in  the  neigh«> 
bourbood,  together  with  three  confiderable  f»lt*works.  If  there 
had  been  fufficient  time  for  it,  it  was  their  intention  to  have  pufli- 
ed  as  high  as  the  Forks,  about  twelve  miles  further  up  the  river,^ 
in  order  to  have  defkroyed  fome  Itaps  and  privateers  which, 
by  the  information  they  had  received,  were  lying  there ;  but 
COaGdering  that  their  force  was  fmall,  and  that  the  country 
was  alrc^iily  alarmed,  they  judged  it  prudent  to  embark,  and 
return  down  the  river,  having  firil  denioiiihed  the  battery.  The 
tide  ferving  about  noon  the  next  day,  they  accordingly  fell 
down  the  rivet,  and  in  the  evening,  anchored  cloie  to  the 
Granby  and  Grctawich  arnicci  (loops,  which  v.'crc  flill  aprounci. 
By  taking  every  thing  out  of  tliem,  they  floated  the  next  morn- 
ing. While  the  feamen  were  employed  on  this  fervice,  Captaia 
Fergufon  made  an  excurllon  on  the  north  ihore  ;  and  after  de- 

droving 
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ftroving  a  large  lalt-work  and  fome  llorchoufcs,  oniiic  morning 
of  die  pthy  rejoined  the  (hips. 

The  fleet  w^s  detained  in  the  harbour  foroe  days  by  crodi 
winds:  and,  on  the  12th,  a  Captain,  a  ferjeant,  and  fix  men 
of  PoUikl  i*  legion  ilefcrttd  to  tlicm,  and  informed  Captain 
Fergufon,  that  he  had  cantoned  his  corps,  coiiiilling  of  three 
companies  of  foot  and  three  troops  of  hoife,  a  detachment  of 
artillery,  and  one  brafs  field*piece,  within  a  mile  of  a  bridge. 
Ir  appeared  eafy  to  the  Captain  to  feize  this  bridge,  and  to  re- 
treat from  it.  lie  .k:c< 'rJin;^' y  brough:  Captain  CoilLP.s  ro  cp.ter 
into  his  defigns  :  and  both  agreed  to  employ  an  iillc  cLiy  in  n;ak- 
ing  an  attempt,  the  fafety  of  which  they  did  not  doubt,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  which  feemed  highly  probable.  For  this  purpofey 
a  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  embarked  or 
the  evening  of  the  14th;  and  after  rowing  ten  miles,  were 
landed  at  fc  uro'Lltick  in  ihc  inovnlncrof  the  15th,  within  a  mile 
of  the  defile,  which  Captain  Fergufon  happily  fecured.  Leav- 
ing fifty  men  for  its  defence,  he  puihed  forward  upon  the  in- 
fantry Y>f  Polaflti's  legion,  who  were  cantoned  in  three  difii:rent 
boufes,  and  almoft  entirely  cut  them  to  pieces.  His  troops 
iiunibcrcrd  fifty  <>r  the  enemy  killed,  and  fevcr^I  oflicers;  among 
whom,  as  they  afterwards  learned,  there  was  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,!  a  Captain,  and  an  Adjutant.  It  being  a  night  at<« 
tack,  little  quarter  could  be  given  ;  fo  that  they  made  only  five 
prifoners.  Captain  Fergufon  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  pufli 
his  iucccfi  ar.y  farther  ;  but,  as  locn  as  the  ieivlce  w  is  per- 
formed, retreated  to  his  boats,  and  embarked  in  fccurity.  J'he 
C  j  ♦  in,  who  dofertcd  from  Polufici's  corps,  was  a  Fre  nchman 
of  the  name  of  Bromvilie  ;  and  he  informed  Captain  Fergu^bn^ 
that  Mr.  Polafki  had  lately,  in  public  orders,  direOrd  no 
quarter  to  be  given.  Captain  Fergufon  juftly  obfcrves,  <*  tliat 
•*  it  \\\is  wltli  particular  fatisfacftion,  that  the  detachment  in  irt  li- 
«<  ed  againil  a  nuu  capable  of  iiiuing  an  order  io  unwortliy  oi 

**  a  gentle- 

•  V''.>:L'\  w  Li  one  ©i  the  iuiamou*  aufaeacu  wiu>  aitcmpled  toaflai&aaic  ihc 
King  id  L  d.^d, 
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d  geiiikmau  and  a  iuldicr."    What  a  contraft  there  is,  bc- 
tweeu  Polaiki  and  the  humane  Fergufon,  who  commanded  oa 
tiiis  cnterpriifi  ?  In  bift  ktter  to  Sir  Henry  CHotoiit  he  £iys, 
**  We  liadanopportitintf  of  deftioyiag  part  of  the  baggage  and 
**  equipage  of  Polaiu'tkgion,  by  burning  thdrqnartcci}  betas 

the  houfes  belonged  to  feme  inofi^nfire  Quakers,  who,  I  zm 
**  afraid,  have  fuihciently  fuffered  already  in  confequence  of  x 

a  night's  fc ramble ,  X  know,  Sir,  that  you  will  think  with 
f<  QSj  that  the  injury  to  be  thereby  done  to  the  enemyt  wotild 
«  not  have  compeRfated  for  the  fuffninga  of  thefit  umocoit 

people.'*  Whilft  the  fleet  was  waiting  a  wind  to  get  cmt  o£ 

this  inlet,  a  fiuall  rclxl  piivatccr  appeared  of}  the  harbour's 
mouth,  and  it  being  calm,  Captain  Collins  ordered  the  boats  o£ 
the  fleet  to  row  out  and  board  her.  On  their  approach,  het 
crew  took  to  their  boat  and  got  alhore.  The  vefiel  nontted 
only  fix  fwivela,  and  one  two  poonder. 

iiwdi  Captains  Collins  and  Fcrgufon  were  much  pleafiid  with 
the  fpirit  and  behaviour  of  the  oilicers  nnd  men  under  their 
lefpe^ive  commands^  and  with  the  harmony  which  fubfifted 
between  the  two  covpt*  On  the  i6th  aS  O^lober,  thia  iittia 
armament  returned  to  Sandy  Hook. 

Vice- Admiral  Byron  baring  fclittied  his  ihipSt  &i]ed|  on  fins 
18th  of  October,  from  Sandy  Hook  for  Bolton,  in  fearch  of 
M.  d'Eilaing's  fleet.  He  had  been  only  a  few  days  on  that 
ftation,  when  he  was  ofortaken  by  a  violent  ftocm,  whiok 
greatly  injured  hta  iquadron.  The  Somerfct  tim  aflioce  on 
Cape  God,  and  wns  wrecked ;  and  ievetity  of  her  ciew  wm 

drowned.  1  liC  CuUoJ'jn  was  dihiialted  ;  and,  being  driven 
far  to  the  call  ward,  could  not  regain  the  American  coaft. 
After  fuffering  fevcrely»  (he  w;is  forced  to  bear  away  for  £ng-* 
land,  and  arrived  in  great  diftre£»  at  MUford  Haven.  The  Vice* 
Admiral,  after  collo^ing  luH^uadroa  as  well  as  he  could,  poc 
into  Rhocie  Ifland  to  refit.  In  this  ftorm,  the  Zebra  floop  was 
wrecked  near  Eg^  harbour,  but  happily  her  crew  were  L\.jd. 

It  may  now  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  though  M.  d'Eftaing 
was  at  the  head  of  a  poircrful  flatit,  baloagi&g  t^  the  prineipal 
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ally  of  the  rebellious  provinces  in  North  America ;  and  tiiouga 
he  was  fcnt  on  purpofe  to  promote  their  iutereiU  and  to  iiDCOiid 
their  cWcrU,  he  had  Jittk  reafon  to  be  pleaied  with  the  treat- 
ment which  both  he  and  his  people  received  at  Boiion.  From 
the  abo^^e  confidcrationj,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  in  order 
to  prepofiefs  that  natioa  iit  their  favour,  every  thing  would 
hare  been  done,  to  have  rendered  the  time  which  the  fquadroir 
their  good  ally  fpent  at  Boftoi),  as  agreeable  to  the  French 
as  pcfTiMc.  This  was  done  bv  the  higher  clalTes  of  people; 
but  the  reverfe  was  the  conduct  of  the  luwcr  orders.  Being  of 
afowTy  morofe,  and  fallen  temper,  they  had  conceived  a  difliite 
to  the  French,  from  the  time  when  M.  d^Eilaing  had  lek  their 
armv  in  the  lurch  a:  RliOuC  Iflanil  .  aiid  this  revived  all  their 
former  national  prejudices,  which  a  difference  of  religion^ 
langtts^,  and  manners,  had  for  -ages  engendered.  Violent 
afirays  enfued,  in  which  the  French  were  roughly  handled. 
The  Governor  and  Magiflrates  did  ali  thai  they  could,  to  pa: 
a  (lop  to  thefe  contentions;  but  aldiough  a  large  fum  was  of- 
fered by  the  (tate,  for  difcovecing  the  authors  of  f  uch  fcandal* 
ous  proceedings,  they  weit  never  dete£Ved.  To  get  rid  of  the 
buf;:icrs,  M.  cl'Lilalng  was  glad  to  accept  of  the  endeavours  of 
the  Magidratcs,  as  an  apology  and  fati&fatlion  for  what  bad 
happened*  But  this  was  not  the  only  vexation  which  he  fol- 
feted,  while  at  Bofton.  He  was  for  ibme  time  it^  dread,  that 
he  (hould  not  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Weft  Indies,  for  want 
of. a  proper  fupply  of  provl lions.  The  province  of  Maflachufet'.? 
Bay  does  not  produce  wheat  fuAcient  for  the  confumpficn  of 
its  inhabitants :  and  owing  to  the  accidental  which  had  inter- 
rupted in  their  paiTage  their  fnpplies  from  the  foutb,  together 
with  fome  local  cauftis,  provifioiis  of  all  foru  were  at  that  time 
fo  fcarce  ai;d  dear  in  Bolton  and  its  environs^  as  nearly  to 
threaten  a  famine.  Out  of  this  disagreeable  dilemma,  U» 
d'fiftabg  was  moil  nnexpet^edly  extricated.  The  fucoda  of 
the  New  Eiiglaiid  privateers,  in  capturing  a  number  of  pro- 
yi&on  (hips  on  their  voyage  iiom  Europe  to  New  York,  bap- 

fened  at  this  period  to  be  uncommonly  great;  and  thotfs  vefiei* 

were 
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Were  carried  into  Bofton»  where  their  cargoes  not  on(y  abun* 

dantly  fupplicd  the  wants  of  the  French  fleet,  but  furniflied  fuch 
an  overplus,  as  was  fufHcient  to  reduce  the  rates  of  tlic  markets 
to  fomething  near  their  ufual  (landard.  This  fupply  was  mat* 
ter  of  great  triumph  to  the  rebelsy  efpeciaily  to  the'Boftonians^ 
who  longed  to  be  rid  of  their  new  allies  and  goefts.  Thus,  by 
the  fucccfs  of  a  few  privateers,  w  .s  M.  d*Eftaing  enabled  to 
quit  Bofton,  2nd  to  follow  up  his  in(lru6lions  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  with  his  fleet  thoroughly  repaired,  and  his  fatlors  in 
perfe^  heahh.  Having  puhliflied  an  addrefs  to  the  Canadians^ 
inviting  thcivi  to  join  the  colonies  who  h  ul  fli  ikcii  off  tlicir  de- 
j^eiidence  on  Great  Britain,  and  aOunng  them  of  alBdance  ; 
and  being  unwilling  to  encounter  the  fquadron  of  Admiral 
Byron,  which  he  had  heard  Was  at  Newport,  he  accordingly 
failed  on  the  4  th  of  November,  for  the  place  of  his  dc  fli  na- 
tion. The  fame  day  Commodore  Hotbam,  with  a  fquadron 
of  fliips  of  war,*  efcorting  a  fleet  of  tranfports  in  which  theif' 
were  five  thod&nd  men,  under  the  conunand  of  Major-Generat 
Grant,  failed  from  Statcn  Ifland  for  the  Ifland  of  Barbadof  s.f 
On  the  27th  of  November,  a  body  of  land  forces,}:  under 
Coionei  Archibald  Campbell,  efcorted  by  fome  (hips  of  war, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  failed  from  New  Toffc, 
againft  Savannah  in  Georgia.  This  hift  armament,  aftfer  a 
feries  of  bad  weather,  arrived  off  Tybee  the  23d  of  December. 
A  (Irong  current  having  fet  the  fleet  to  the  iouthward,  it  was 
the  24th  before  the  CommodotCf  with  fome  part  of  the  fleet, 
got  into  Savannah  river;  but  it  was  the  27th,  before 
Vigilant  and  the  r;,;iiaiadcr  couU  reach  it.    Though  this  re-* 
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*  Nonfuch  and  St,  Albans  fixiy-i' ^iir ;  Prcfton,  h":  ,  and  Centurion,  6fiy 4 
Vcoiis,.tiurt7-&s;  Urnnoad,  thutj'twoi  and  Caxjaioftf  tweatj'i^fgjin  gooiu 

f  The  4th,  5th,  ijth,  17th,  c8th,  35ih,  40th,  4(Stb,  49th,  and  5^Ch  rrji- 

i  71a  TC^nmrnt  *»f  two  ba»tilion»  ;  two  HaftaH(.r5  of  Hn(Ti'sTA,  tiz.  Well  worth 
and  Wiffei^.  jch  ;  fc.tir  battalion*  of  Provioct^It,  viz.  ift  and  ad  h.irf  aiiout  of 
Vi'  l.ar.rey's  corps;  N*".t  Yfirk  Yolonrccr*,  and  iLc  4H&liituiitfO  9(  bkumcf't 
<ofp,  Wiib  a  dctyjjpicst  of  the  royal  aruiicry. 
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larded  the  operations  of  die  army,  an'efiential  lemce  vm  m 

the  mean  time  performed.  Neidicrthc  Ccmmotlore  or  Colonci 
Casipbcli  having  any  certain  intelligence,  with  refpe^l  to  the 
nititarj  force  of  the  rebds  in  Georgia^  or  the  difpofitkm  made 
by  them  for  its  defence  \  Sir  James  Batrdy  with  a  company  of* 
Ught-inr.ir.try,  in  two  flat-boats,  iind  Liciiteiumt  Clark  if  th  * 
Phoenix,  were  difpatched,  on  the  night  ot  the  25th,  to  (cue 
any  of  the  inhabitants  they  might  find  on  the  banks  of  Wifaning« 
ton  creek.  They  fucceeded  in  taking  two  men,  who  f^vt  fvch 
a  iatisfactoiy  ILul:  of  matters,  that  the  Comm  .n  !c7^  (i'.Lcnr.in- 
ed  to  land  the  troops  next  mornings  at  the  plantation  of  00c 
Genidoe,  an  important  poil,  about  twelve  miles  higher  «p  the 
river  than  the  Ught*houle  of  Tybee,  and,  in  a  dire^  liaei  two 
nnk:j  ibort  oi  the  town  of  Savannah,  ahhoui^li  the  diflancc  was 
not  kls  than  three  miles  along  the  road.  This  fpot  was  the 
nearcil  pradical^  bnding  place  on  the  Savannah  rrver^  the 
vAok  cottBtry  between  it  and  Tybee  being  s  condsved  ttaA 
of  deep  marfli,  interfefied  by  the  creeks  of  St.  Auguftine  and 
Tybee  of  conuderable  extent,  and  by  other  cuts  of  water,  im- 
pafTable  for  troops  at  ai^  time  of  the  tide.  Colonel  CampkeU 
having  mode  all  the  neceflary  arrangements^  and  formed,  ftm 
the  provincial  battalions,  two  corps  of  light-infaivtry,  the  e»e 
to  be  attached  to  Sir  James  Baird's  company  of  liglit-iiifantry 
of  the  71ft  highbndcrSf  and  the  other  to  Captain  Cameron'^ 
fompany  of  the  fame  regtmenc  %  theTigihat  tnm  of  vraTy  vith 
the  Comet  galley,  the  Kcppel  armed  bric^,  and  the  Giee«i»ich 
armed  floop,  followed  by  the  tranfports  in  three  dtviGons,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  with  the  tide,  about  noon  on  the  2Sth. 
About  four  in  the  evening,  the  Vigilant  opened  the  reach  of 
Gerridoe*s  plantation,  and  w?.s  cannonaded  by  two  rebel  galfic<i 
which  retired  before  flie  came  fo  near  as  that  any  of  their  bul- 
lets  could  reach  her.  A  iingle  fliot  from  the  Vigilant  quicken- 
ed their  retreat. 

The  tide  being  low,  the  evening  too  far  fpent,  and  many  of 
the  traiilpGr:s  giuuiided,  at  the  diftance  of  £vc  or  fix  mite* 
below  Gerridoe's  plantation!  the  reft  came  to  an  anchor :  ^'^^ 
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as  there  were  reaioiis  to  believe,  that  the  rebels  were  drawn 
up  iu  force  to  oppoic  ths  iandiag  of  die  traopsy  it  was  agreed 
to  ddaf  it,  till  the  next  monuog  at  4af-bie«k.  Captaia  Stan* 
liope  of  the  navy,  who  vras  charged  with  the  dire£lion  of  the 
ilat-bootSy  difplayed  the  greeted  a£livity  and  zeal  for  promot- 
ing the  public  fervicc.  The  firft  CilviHon  of  the  troopgj  confift- 
log  of  all  Uic  iigbt'tofantry,  the  New  York  voluatccrsy  a&d  the 
sft  hattai&i  of  the  71ft  vegimeiitt  under  the  comaandof  the 
Honoiirahle  IJe«tenaiit-Caloiiel  M^tland,  were  embatJced  in 
Sat*boats,  Tendezvoufed  afterii  of  ilie  Vigilant,  and  landed  at 
day4sreak  on  the  29th  «a  the  jciver  dam^  in  front  of  tlie  planta- 
tion. Fran  this  fpoty  a  nairow  canfevay^  fix  hnndiod  yarda 
in  lengthf  wnth  a  diteh  on  each  fidci  led  through  a  rice  Cwaoip 
dircclJy  to  GerrldoL's  iioiiic,  which  flood  upon  «i  biaa  tiurty 
feet  high,  above  the  kvel  of  the  fwanips. 

The  ii^it-infantry»  under  Caftaia  Caaeron,  having  £rft 
teached  the  IhetCy  immediately  formedy  and  wtst  by  him  led 
on  brilklv  to  the  blafi,  ^vh  re  a  body  of  fifty  rebels  were  pod- 
ed.  From  rhele^  they  reoaved  a  fmart  fire  of  muiquetry  ^  bu^ 
theHighianffersy  ruftnng  on  with  th^  ufvai  iropetoofity»  ^awe 
them  no  tine  to  repeat  it*  They  drove  them  inftantliy  from 
their  pod  into  the  wood^  and  by  this  means  fecured  an  unop- 
pofed  landing  to  the  reft  of  the  army.  The  fire  of  the  rebels 
was  unfortunately  too  well  direi^ed^  for  by  it,  tlie  gallant 
Captain  Cameron  and  two  faighlanders  were  lulled^  and  five 
wounded. 

Colonel  Campbell,  upon  reconnoitring  the  em  irons  of  Gcr- 
Tidoe's  plantation,  diicoTered  the  rehcl  army,  under  Ma^or* 
'General  Robert  Howe*,  drawn  up  alwttt  half  a  toiHc  to  the  eaft 
of  tiie  town  of  Svrannah.  Although  the  whole  of  his  army 
was  nQL  yet  landed,  having  fecured  the  landing-place,  and  dil- 
larding  their  iiuperiority  oi  nombersj  he  judged  it  expedient^ 
rather  to  go  in  queft  of  the  encmys  than  to  give  them  an  op- 
portmaity  of  retiring  «nmok(led.  The  light-infantry  thnsw^ 
their  packs,  that  tliey  miglit  acl  wiCi  ihe  greatei  i.^edom  ar.d 
sdacrity :  and  tbe  Coioael^  having  made  a  moft  excellent  dif- 
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pofition  of  hk  tioopSf  began  his  inarch  towards  the  tofwn  of 
Savannah*  Having  reached  the  open  ground  about  thrpe  in  tht 

afternoon,  he  ordered  the  troops  to  halt»  in  order  to  gire  him 

an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  pofition  of  the  rebel  army,  and 
of  taking  his  meafures  accordingly.  He  found  them  drawn  up 
acrofs  the  road,  about  eight  hundred  yards  diftant  from  the 
gateway  of  Governor  Wright's  plantation ;  their  left  oblique 
to  the  great  rodd  kMtlingto  .Snvannah  ;  their  ri^lit  [cj  a  wooded 
fwamp,  co?ercd  by  the  houfes  of  Tatnai's  pitintation,  in  which 
they  had  placed  fomc  riflenMn.  The  £on  of  Savannah  bhilf 
was  behind  their  left  wing :  and  the  town  of  Savannah,  rcHind 
wliich  there  were  fome  remains  of  an  old  line  of  uurci:ch:^TL-nt, 
covered  tlieir  rear.  One  piece  of  cannon  was  planted  on  ibe 
Tight  of  their  line)  one  on  the  left,  and  three  in  the  centre. 
About  a  hundred  paces  in  front  of  theic  hift»  at  a  critical  fpot 
between  two  fwamps,  a  tn  ncii  was  cut  acrofs  the  10^ J  ;  and  a 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  tins  trench^  a  mariliy  rivulet^  the 
bridge  of  which  was  burnt  down  to  interrupt  the  parage  and  le- 
tard  the  inarch  of  the  King's  troops,  ran  ahnoft  parallel  to  the 
whole  extent  of  their  front.  In  this  ftrong  fituation,  the  rebels 
ihouglit  tiienifelvcs  quite  certain  of  vi£lory.  As  tiiey  had  fecurcd 
both  their  flanks,  and  as  their  front  was  of  fo  difficult  approach, 
and  fo  well  proto£ked  by  their  cannon^  they  judged  that  their 
pofition  could  never  be  fereed. 

Colonel  Cainpbcil,  h  orn  his  obfcrvations  011  ihc  movements 
of  the  enemyi  judged  that  they  wiihed  and  expected  the  attack 
to  be  made  upon  their  left}  and  was  dcfirous  of  cheriihing  that 
opinion.  Having  by  mere  accident  fallen  in  with  a  negro,  wha 
infornK'il  lain  ot  a  piivate  path,  jhiuugh  the  wooded  l\\Mn  p 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  he  ordered  the  full  battalion  o£  the 
71ft  regiment  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  to  move 
up  to  the  rear  of  the  light*iolantTy,  wlulft  he  drew  off  that 
corps  to  ihe  right,  il  l.c  meant  to  ciiteL.i  i.i^  i.ont  to  that 
quarter.  A  happy  fall  of  ground,  favoured  the  concealment  of 
this  manoeuvre,  and  increased  the  jealoufy  of  the  rebds  wilk 
regard  to  their  left.   Sir  James  B^ird  had  diicAtom  to  ksd 
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the  Ught-in^Mitrj  along  this  hollow  ground,  quite  fo  the  fear ; 
and  to  penetrate  the  wooded  fwamp  upon  the  left  of  the  Brittfli 

army,  with  a  view  to  c^et  rouiui  by  the  nev/  barracks  into  the 
rear  of  the  enany's  right  flank.  The  New  York  volunteers, 
undec  Colonel  Tumbtiili  were  ordered  to  fopport  him. 

Daring  the  courfe  of  this  movement.  Colonel  Campbell 
ordered  his  artillery  to  be  formed  in  a  field  on  the  Britilh  left 
lide  of  theroad,  coiicealeil  from  the  enemy  by  a  fwellof  ground 
in  front,  to  which  he  meant  to  run  them  up  for  a6lion,  when 
the  fignal  to  engage  fliottld  be  made.  From  this  pofition,  he 
could  either  bring  them  to  bear  advatitageoufly  upon  the  right 
of  the  rebel  line,  as  it  was  iorn^ed  \  or  he  might  caiinonade  any 
body  of  troops  in  flank,  which  they  might  detach  into  the  wood, 
to  letard  the  progvefs  of  the  light-infantry. 

The  regiment  of  Wdlworth  was  drawn  upon  the  left  of  the 
artillery.  I  hw  t.icmy  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  from  their  cannon, 
which  lackily  did  little  or  no  mifchief  \  and  to  which  no  return 
'  was  jnadei  «ntil  it  was  petreived,  that  Sir  James  Baird  had 
fairly  got  round  upon  their  rear.  Colonel  Campbell  then  ordeiw 
•cd  liii  line  to  move  brifkly  forward,  and  the  artillery  to  play 
upon  the  rebels.  Such  was  the  efle£l  of  tlicir  fire,  and  of  the 
intrepid  belmiourof  the  71ft  regiment,  and  the  Hedian  bat* 
talton  of  Wellworth,  that  the  enemy,  unable  to  withftand  the 
ihock.  were  inftantly  routed.  * 

A  rebel  corps,  which  had  been  polled  at  the  new  barracks 
with  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  to  cover  the  road  from  Great 
Ogeeche,  were  at  the  fame  time  routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their 
^rttllcry,  by  the  Hght*tnfantry  under  Sir  James  Baird.  When 
the  fcattercfi  remains  of  the  army  of  tlie  infurgents  ran  acrofi 
the  plain  in  his  front,  this  oihcer,  with  his  ufual  gallantry, 
daihed  his  corps  on  dicir  flanks,  and  terminated  the  fate  of 
the  day  with  the  moft  brilfiant  fuccefs. 

Thirty-e.^liL  cihcers  of  diflcrci:i  ranks,  four  hundred  aud 
fifteen  non-commiOioned  officers  and  privates,  one  (land  of 
'Cokmts,  forty-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty-three  mortars, 
sunety^four  barrels  of  gunpowder,  the  fort  with  all  its  ftpreK-:} 
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in  ihorti  the  capital  of  Georgia^  the  ihxpping  in  tiie  harbour, 
and  z  large  quaadtf  of  pionfioii|i»  fcU  ia»  the  iuuids  the 
cooquerortbefeieitwwdavk.  Their  loft  wu  oaly  one  Mm 
and  two  privates  killed  ^  one  ferjeant  and  nine  privates  wound* 
cd.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  more  confiderable.  Eighty- 
thcee  rebels  were  found  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  uidckveQ 
iroijnded ;  sod  hf  accomits  teceiTed  from  tiie  pcifiMB^  tbSatf 
loft  dieir  lives  In  the  fwamp  endetvooring  to  elcape. 

The  rebel  army  llcd  through  the  town  of  Savannali,  and 
were  clofely  purfued  by  the  King'$  tmpfi ;  and  although  ir<:iny 
of  the  inluibksuits  woie  in  the  ftfeM,  none  of  than  foib^d, 
imt  fwk  M  htd  orm  in  their  hinds,  or  were  found  in  mGtnal 
Tcfiftancc.  Colonel  Campbell  took  proper  mcafures,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  executing  a  fchcme  which  tliey  ouce  had  io 
coDtomplfttiony  of  listting  the  town,  on  &e.  H^rcfaek,  how* 
over»  femored  moft  of  their  efft£kB  out  of  it :  and  except  wbat 
their  negroes  miglu  have  pilfered  during  the  couTle  oi  the  nigk, 
little  or  no  depredation  took  place  y  perhaps  ki^  than  ever  hap* 
pooed  to  ft  town  in  fimilor  ctrcnmiUnocs. 

Sodi  was  the  o^irity  and  oeal  of  Cokmel  CampMI,  aided 
by  the  indefatigable  afllduity  of  JMajor  Frafer,  ading  Deputy 
Quarter-Mafter»General^  that  on  the  i  (I  of  January,  he  was 
enabled  to  continue  his  pmrfntt  of  the  rebel  army,  and  took  poft 
on  CfaefokeOiliUL  Next  day  he  marched  to  Ehenecer,  ftcot' 
ing,  as  he  went  along,  all  the  intermediate  pofts  between  it  and 
Savannah*  On  hie  march  he  coliedled  a  number  of  horfcs  and 
cattle :  and  on  the  3d  of  Jannaryy  the  (battered  remains  of 
General  Howe's  anay  letreaied  ocrofs  the  isfer  at  the  Twd 
Sifters.  The  Colond  proceeded  as  high  as  Momit  meaftaC^ 
fifty  miles  from  Savannah,  without  meeting  any  rebel  force  to 
oppofe  him.  In  all  thefe  operations,  he  was  powerfuUf  iup- 
ported  hy  the  navy  I  the  CbomiodoKe  haiviiig  detached  Csptain 
Staidiope  and  Lieutenant  Ckrk,  with  a  nnmbcrof  armed  boats, 
the  Comet  e^Hey,  and  the  armed  iloop  Cnccnwich,  up  the 
river  with  bents  laden  with  proviiions  and  otlier  articles  for  the 

army*  in  their  way^  they  boarded  and  took  aa  armed  bng» 

two 
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two  /loops,  and  a  fchooncr,  which  had  interrupted  the  pafTagc  <  c/ 
Abercorn ;  and  thus  happily  opened  the  navigation  ot  the  river  to 
that  poft*  On  ibe  approach  of  Capcaia  Stanhope's  forcci  the 
whrlfl  MvcBtadtoPiniAiijng.  In  tea  da^  tiadtt  the  proTince  of 
Oeorgia  was  cleared  of  the  rebel  army,  except  a  (mall  garrifon 
which  tiiey  had  in  tiic  fort  at  Sunbury,  which  was  ioou  after 
tahm:  and  the  Commoiiore  and  Coloael  Campbdi  judged  this 
a  pniper  tune  for  tfiuing  to  tke  people  at  kige,  a  pcoclamatifMi* 
and  osth,  fbuaded  on  indni^iofis  leceMred  from  his  Majcdy's 
Commiflioners  at  New  Yuik.  They  did  this  from  a  perfuafioii* 
that  immediately  upon  beating  the  united  forces  of  Caroiina 
and  Georgia  oat  of  iheir  conntry,  it  would  have  die  oioll: 
happy  €Sc£kt  upon  the  tnhahitams.  The  oonfequeaces  weie 
fuch,  as  fcrv'cd  to  coniirn:  tiiC  ]uftnef$  of  their  opinion.  Dur- 
ing the  time  that  Coiooel  Campbell  was  in  purfuit  of  General 
Uowtf  he  kit  LieuteoantXolonel  Aleiaoder  Innesy  Com- 
Mtandant  of  Savatinah  $  and  he^  tti  Goi^n6Hon  with  the  Com* 
jr.niorc,  TCguLiicd,  much  to  his  i.u  isracUon,  all  the  fleps 
Hecellary  to  be  taken  in  the  lower  diltri^i  of  the  province. 

The  fmrhCt  hannony  which  fuMfted  between  the  navy  and 
anny,  could  not  hoi  to  he  eitremely  pleafing  to  the  nation  in 
general.  It  was  indeed  regarded,  as  contributing  in  no  fmall 
degree  to  the  maUerly  and  fucccfsful  manner,  in  which  tlie 
Cenmiodoffe  and  Colonel  CaropbeM  conduced  ihek  operatimia 
in  Georgia. 

Lieutenant-Colone!  Innes  was  chofcn,  by  Colonel  Campbell, 
to  be  the  bearer  of  his  difpatchcs  to  theMinifler:  and  the 
Commodore  frie£l;ed  Captain  Stanhope  to  carry  his  difpatches 
to  the  Admiralty.  In  his  pnbKc  letter  to  Mr«  Stephens,  he 
fays,  ««  I  (hould  do  great  injuftice  to  Captain  Stanliupe,  was  f 
**  to  clofe  this  letter  without  dcliring  you,  Sir,  to  acquaint  their 

Ix>rdihtp%  that  Captain  Stanhope,  although  his  floop  was  out 
**  ui  eommilBonf  made  a  foluntary  ofier  of  his  fenrices  vipdu 
"  this  expedition  ;  and  I  with  pleafure  acknowledgr,  that  my 
f*  fuccefs  iu  the  oaval  department,  h^s  been  gier.tjy  owing  to 

"  his 
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his  abilities  and  knowledge  of  the  harbour  and  river  :  and  it 
*^  is,  Sir,  with  tlic  greateik  pieafure  that  1  aiiure  you^  that  2 

a  iix>ft  perfe^  harmotly  has  iubiifted  between  the  navy  and 
**  army,  and  that  the  officers  attd  men  hate  tied  with  each  otber 
«  for  the  good  of  his  Majc(ly*s  fcmce.**  Both  oflkers  met  with 

ji  niofl:  gracious  reception  from  the  King  ;  and  a  prcfcnt  ot  five 
Imndred  pounds  was  given  to  each  of  them>  to  buy  a  iword. 
Captain  Stanhope  was,  in  a  ihort  time,  made  a  Po^UCaptain : 
and  when  the  Klommodofe  returned  to  Enghnd,  his  Majefty 
Was  pleafcd  to  confer  on  him  the  honour  of  Knighthucu. 
Colonei  Campbell  had  foon  the  hoaoiur  of  being  appointed  one 
of  his  Majefty^s  Aides-de-Camp.* 

When  the  abotve  expedition  was  firilr  projeded,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  defi^ncd  to  d.aw  together  iuch  .1  body  oi  hib  Majefty's 
forces  to  acl  againil  Georgia,  as,  in  his  opinion,  would  enfure 
iuccefs  to  the  enterprife.   It  was  with  this  view,  that  Major* 
General  Prevoft  was^ordeied  to  march  from  Eaft  Florida,  with 
as  many  troops  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  defence  of  that 
province.    The  hardiiups  of  this  fmall  corps  during  its  march 
are,  perhaps,  as  extraordinary  as  any  that  hiitory  records.  Too 
much  praife  could  not  heaven  to  the  troops,  who^  for  feveiai 
days  in  fucceflton,  were  in  fuch  extreme  want  of  prorifions,  as 
to  be  compelled  to  live  only  on  oyfters.    Reduced  to  t:n.s 
jniiierabk  and  fcanty  fubfiflcnce,  at  a  vafl  diilance  from  aid, 
and  in  a  country  of  difficult  accefs,  they  underwent,  not  only 
without  murmuring,  but  even  with  cltaterfulnefs,  the  grealeft 
iatigues.    A  convi£kion  that  the  General  wa^  exerting  hunielf 
to  the  utmoik  to  afford  them  relief,  and  the  conduct  of  their 
officers,  who  readily  ihared  in  their  toils,  and  partook  of  their 
fare,  tended  not  a  little  to  prevent  their  fpirits  from  dioopuigr 
while  thev  continued  in  this  dreadful  fituation.    The  news  of 
the  arrival  oi  the  troops  under  Colonel  CanipbcH  gave  them  in- 
cxpreffible  pleafure.   Soon  after  that,  the  artillery  and  amma* 
nition  arrived  by  w^ater,  in  open  boats,  which  was  the  only 
poflible  method  in  which  it  could  be  conveyed*    As  they  had 

no 
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110  naval  iorcc  of  any  kind  to  ailiii.  their.,  liiey  were  obliged  to 
mikit  a  long  circuity  to  avoid  the  eDcmy's  gallics  ^  and  this 
gieadj  retarded  tbsir  inarch.  By  a  forced  march  in  the  night, 
Lieatenant^Cqiooel  Pteroft  got  command  at  laft  of  the  town 
of  Sunbury.  To  prevent  the  enemy  from  cfcaping,  if  it  flioulcl 
he  tlicir  deCgn  to  abandon  die  fort,  he  immediately  broke 
gnmad  hefore  it,  and  in  a  fevi^  days  got  a  howitzer  and  iome 
royaU  to  play  upon  it«  Tins  foon  induced  the  enemy  to  fur- 
render  at  difcretioa.  The  prifonerS)  including  officers,  a- 
niountcd  to  two  hundred  and  twelve  :  and  one  Captain  and  two 
men  were  kiikd>  and  iix  men  wounded.  The  hois  luiiained  by 
his  Majefty'8  troops  amounted  only  to  one  private  killed^ ,  and 
tbfce  wounded,  although  two  ithel  gallies  and  an  armed  veflel 
kept  conftantly  firinj:^  at  the  trenches,  which  were  alfo  inccfiant- 
]y  cannonaded  by  twenty-one  guns  mounted  in  fort  Morris.* 
As  foon  as  General  Pre?oft  had  fettkd  ail  matters  at  Sunbury, 
and  left  a  ^arriibn  in  'the  fort,  he  proceeded  to  Savannah,  and 
afl'unicd  ihc  command  oi  the  King's  forces  in  that  uilUiO. 

Vice-Admiral  Byron  having  got  his  fquadron  ready  for  fea, 
and  learning  that  M«  d'£iUing  had  (ailed  from  Bofton  for  Mar- 
tinico,  proceeded  from  Rhode  Iflaod,  on  the  1 3th  of  Decem- 
ber, for  the  Weft  Indies,  accompanied  by  Rear- Admiral 
Parker,  with  ten  fail  of  tlie  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  floop.f  lie 
left  the  command  of  the  fquadron  in  North  America  to  Rcar- 
Admiral  Gambier. 

When  the  very  fuperior  force  with  which  his  Majefty'a  fitct 
ou  this  (lation  had  to  contend,,  during  a  hirge  proportion  of  the 
feaCbn  which  admit&  of  action  in  this  climate,  is  conlidcred, 
the  great  fuccefs  of  the  cruisers  in  taking  the  enemy's  veileis  is 
indeed  a  matter  of  furprife. 

The  Experiment  and  Unicom,  being  on  a  cruize  in  DoHon 
bay,  gave  chace  to  a  large  fail  j  which,  after  a  running  fight 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  drove  aground  on  an  ifland,  where 

the 

♦  Sec  NoU  96, 

t  Priocdii  1Uf«],  Rofftl  Qak,  Cooqueror,  Fame,  0raftoo«  Comwan,  Sultaa, 
AlbipOf  Monmouth,  and  Trident  i  Diainoad  frigate,  and  Snr  fioofn 
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the  grcatefl:  part  of  her  crew  got  afliore.  Sir  James  Wailacc 
ordered  the  boats  to  board  her,  and  endeavour  to  get  her  off, 
in  which  attempt  they  fuccecdcd.  She  proved  to  be  the  Ra- 
leigh frigate,  belonging  to  the  Congrefs,  mounting  thirty-tuo 
f:;uns,  and  having  a  crew  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Oii 
examination,  this  prize  was  found  fo  good  a  ihip,  that  flie  was 
purchafcd  by  Gcrvernment,  and  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  by 
rhc  fame  name. 

A  large  fhip  appearing  off  Sandy  Hook,  at  day-break  on  the 
25th  of  July,  the  Pearl  of  thirty-two  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  George  Montagu,  was  ordered  by  fignal  to  flip  her 
cables,  and  go  in  purfuit  of  her  ;  and  by  nine  o'clock  carae  up 
^vith  the  chace,  and  brought  her  to  clofe  a£lion,  which  laded 
an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the  enemy  furrcndcred.  She  proved 
to  be  the  Induflry,  a  rebel  privateer  of  twenty-fix  guns  ;  and 
had,  in  this  adlion,  feveral  men  killed,  and  a  good  many 
wounded.  On  board  the  Pearl  three  men  were  killed,  and 
fourteen  wounded. 

Befides  thefe  captures,  the  Virginia  of  thirty  guns  was 
taken  by  the  Emerald  and  fome  other  (hips  in  company,  and 
was  purchafed  into  the  fervice  :  the  Comet  of  fixtecn  guns  was 
taken  by  the  Daphne ;  and  the  AVigelica  rebel  privateer  was 
taken,  and  after  removing  her  cicw,  funk  by  the  Andromeda 
on  her  pafTage  to  England.  The  rebels  attempted  to  fend  to 
fea  the  Columbus  of  fixteen  guns  ;  but,  not  chuHng  their  time 
with  judgment,  ihe  was  intercepted  by  tlic  Maid  (lone,  driven 
afliore  on  Point  Judith,  and  bur«t  by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron. 

Sir  George  Collier,  in  the  Rainbow,  befides  retaking  fome 
very  valuable  prizes  from  the  rebels,  took  the  Marquis  dc  la 
Fayette,  a  large  French  fliip  laden  with  New  England  mafts. 
She  was  cut  out  of  SheepVcut  harbour  by  the  Rainbow's 
tenders. 

NEWFOUNDLAND  STATION. 

Vice-Admiral  Montagu,  who  commanded  his  Majefty's 
(hips  on  tliis  ftaiion,*  was  unexpedledly  reinforced  by  the  ar- 
rival 

•  Stc  Note  97. 
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rival  oC  Commodore  Eifan$  in  the  Invi actble^  (one  of  Vice- 
Admirsil  ByronPa  (qusKkon)  is  » very  &»kteied  ftate»  accon^ 
^anicd  by  the  Guadaloupe  frigate,  in  almotl  as  bad  a  condition. 
The  Commodore  had  been  nearly  wrecked  on  the  fhoab  ot 
NaatuclKty  and  was  forced  to  bear  zwnj  far  Sc.  John's  in 
the  ifland  of  Nevrfeimdkmd* 

As  foon  as  Vice-Adniinil  Montagu  received  certain  advice  of 
M.  d*£ilaijig  having  commenced  hoftilities  in  America,  he 
^fpatched  Comnaodore  Evans  tn  the  Romiiey^  wkfa  the  Pallas» 
Sitrprice»  Martiiiy  and  fionamfta  armed  iloof  ;  and  a  detach* 
inent  of  the  rayal  artillery,  with  two  field-pieces*  and  two 
hundred  marines,  comm;inded  by  Major  Wemyfs,  to  uttack 
the  iflandi  of  8t,  f  ierie  and  Miquelon.  The  Commodore  ur^ 
fftved  off  St.  Piorae  on  the  14th  ei  Septexntier  j  he  ioanodiatelj 
ftunmoned  the  Fftneh  Gofeintar»  the  Baroo  de  f EfperancCy  t<» 
iiikiViulcr  the  ifiand  and  its  dependencies  to  h'u  i^i.taiuac  Ma- 
jefty,  and  demanded  an  aniVcr  ia  halt  an  hour.  The  Baron, 
in  kia  anCwer>  iaidf  that  he  had  so  advice  of  a  dedaiation  of 
war  between  the  two  nations  from  hbCmnt;  and  due  having 
no  force  capable:  ni'  making  rcHilaiice  10  the  armament  come 
againit  him,  he  vvoold  comply  with  the  furnmons,  on  condi<* 
tion  tiMt  he  and  hit  fandiHi  fiioidd  anureh  out  walk  aU  the 
honoars  of  war*   He  demanM  far  dK  nafortnaate  inhabit* 

aiiis,  as  he  callcel  tlicm — Firft,  That  aft  the  aitcniion  m  the 
power  of  the  Commodore  ihould  be  paid  to  tiicm,  and  to  the 
oftcera  both  civil  and  mihcary. — adlf.  That  the  inhabitanta 
lhall  be  allowed  to  take  awaf  their  efieds  from  their  hoafea» 
and  alfo  their  fifli ;  and  that  they  (hall  be  fent  to  France  in  a 
fuflficient  number  of  veilels. — jdiy,  Tliat  the  French  fball  en- 
joy their  religion  daring  the  time  of  their  remaining  in  the 
ed«iiy.^4tldf  ,  That  the  fmali  nnmber  of  veifela  in  the  iflainda 
of  St.  Piene  and  MiqneUm  (hall  continue  in  pc^efHon  of  their 
rcfpeAive  proprietors. — And  laftly,  that  care  be  taken  to  place 
proper  guards,  in  order  to  prevent  tl.cm  from  being  infaked. 
To  the£e  demanda  the  Commodore  fent  the  Governor  an  anfwer 
etily  next  momiiig  •,  purportliig,  that  agreeable  to  his  rcqueft. 
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the  troops  fhoulJ  be  permitted  to  march  out  of  the  town  with 
all  the  honours  of  wir;  that  the  officers,  civil  and  military, 
and  the  otlier  inhabitants  of  tlie  town,  ihould  be  allowed  tor 
remain  in  their  lefpe^ve  houfiss,  tmtil  the  veflels  were  ready 
in  which  they  were  to  embark  for  France ;  that  tbey  Ihould 
meet  with  no  interruption  in  the  everciieof  their  religion ;  and 
that  care  Ihould  be  taken  t!i  .t  no  nilults  fliould  be  ofTered  to 
them.  Thefe  terms,  however,  were  granted,  on  the  exprcfs 
condition  that  the  Grovemor  (hould,  upon  his  honour,  deliver 
a  true  and  faith^l  account  of  the  number  of  the  bihabitantSy 
diftingttiihing  their  fexes:  and  aifo,  an  account  of  all  the 
ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike  (lores ;  to- 
gether with  the  imni'vK  r  of  filliiiip- vefTels  an.i  fifhincr  boats,  and 
the  quantities  of  fiihy  oii,  aud  other  nierchandizcy  that  were 
in  the  colony.*  The  number  ef  fiihtag  veflels  %eve  as  follows : 
ten  ihallo^  with  flitfting  decks ;  twenty-two  with  fixed  decks  ; 
one  hundred-  and  fiirty*five  without  dedfli;  and  eighty-two 
canoes,  'ihe  (ju,.:.tiiy  of  fifli  taken,  it^.i counted  to  fixtcen 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  quintals.  There  were 
hkewife  two  bundled  and  one  hogiheads  of  oil,  and  two 
iiundred  and  twenty-four  hogflicads  of  fidi.  The  inhafastantSi 
meny  women,  and  ehildien,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and 
*  thirty- two,  were  put  on  board  tranfports  and  fent  to  France. 
When  they  embarked,  tlie  Commodore  ordered  aJl  tlie  honfes, 
ilorehoufes,  and  iiili  ilages  to  be  dcflroyed,  and  returned  with 
his  fcfuadroa  to  Sc  John's  \  fooa  after  which  he  failed  for 
England^ 

WEST  INDIES.— LEEWARD  ISLAND  STATION. 

Rear-Admiiial  Bareihgtok  fucceeded  Vice-Admind 
Young,  in  the  command  of  his  Majefty's  Ihips  on  this  ffa- 
tion.f 

The  Lordi>  ui  tlic  Admiralty  having  learnCii,  that  fome 
rebci  privateers  were  llaiioned  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  intercept 

the 
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.the  trading  Oilps  comlno;  from  England  to  Barbadoes  and  fomr 
of  the  Other  iflands,  dil'patched  his  Majcfty's  fhip  Yarmouth , 
coRunanded  by  Captain  Vincenti  firft  to  drife  them  off,  aad 
then  to  efcort  the  homeward-^botiiid  trade  to  fiiMn.  On  the 
7th  of  March,  at  five  in  the  mornitigt  about  fifty  leagues  td 
the  caftward  of  H.a  badccs,  the  Captain  got  fif^ht  of  fix  fail,  to 
n  liich  he  immediately  gave  chace.  Two  of  ihcm  appeared  to 
be  ihips,  three  of  them  brigs,  and  one  a  fchooner.  Haying, 
about  nine  o'clock,  got  up  with  the  largefi:  and  headmoft, 
which  he  hailed  and  defiied  her  to  hoift  her  colours,  when  flie 
imtnedfateiy  difplayed  the  Anv rican  flag,  and  fired  a  broadfide 
ar  the  Yannouili.  it  was  inftanily  returned ;  and  after  ttt 
engagement  of  about  half  an  hour,  tlie  enemy's  £hip  blew  up. 
It  was  exceedingly  fortunate,  that  the  Tarmonth  was  to  wind* 
ward  when  this  accident  happened;  for  notwithAamfing  her 
favoumbie  fituation,  ihe  was  in  a  manner  eom«d  with  the 
fiagiiRiiia  ot  tiic  dcftroycd  lliip.  A  great  piece  of  i  top-timber» 
fix  feet  long,  fell  on  the  poop ;  another  large  piece  lluck  in  the 
fore-top-gallant  fail,  and  afterguards  fell  on  the  cap ;  and  an 
American  enfign  roUed  up»  was  blown  in  upon  die  ioiecaftie, 
not  lb  mudi  as  fioged. 

.  On  the  enemy's  ftiip  blowing  up,  her  eonforts  immcdiateiy 
difpcrfed  and  itood  dilTerent  ways.  Captnin  Vincent  endea- 
voured to  come  up  with  feveral  of  tiicm ;  but  they  all  fo  out- 
failed  the  Yannouth,  whofe  fails  were  much  torn  in  the  en* 
gagement,  that  they  were  qwckly  out  of  fight.  In  the  a£lion» 
Captain  Vincent  had  fiie  men  killed,  and  twelve  wounded. 
On  the  12th,  as  the  Yarmoutix  was  in  chac?  of  a  ftnp,  (leer- 
ing weft,  fome  of  Uer  crew  diico¥ered  a  piece  of  a  wreck,  with 
four  men  on  it,  waving  and  making  figna  to  them ;  on  which 
they  hauled  up  to  it»  got  out  a  boat,  and  bnMight  them  on 
boufd.  They  proved  to  be  four  men  who  had  been  in  the  fliip 
which  Mew  up,  and  who,  from  that  time,  had  no  means  01 
fubfiftcnce  but  by  iacivuig  the  rain  water  that  fell  on  a  piece 
of  blanket,  which  they  luckily  had  picked  up.  From  them,  it 
«ras  learned,  that  the  veikl  which  blew  up  was  the  Ran- 
dolph 
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dolph  of  thirty-fix  guns,  and  three  hundred  aiul  five  men,  3 
Congrefs  fhip  of  waij  axid  that  the  other  Ihips  were  the  Ge- 
neral Monlins  9^  twenty  gm>  and  tbsee  armed  bngi»  wbiek 
bad  finkd  fmni  CbnieftQway  South  Ganrfiaay  alKsut  a  noatb 
before.  Captain  Vincent  refumtd  the  chace  of  tlie  (hip;  hut 
iouad  that  ihe  had  got  too  far  ahead  to  admit  of  his  cooking 
1^  with  htr.  £rai  the  driviag  ber  iiaai  that  ftatioo  waa  a 
matttr  of  the  iiMoft  OQn^iience  to  the  iflaad  of  BatWdoea^ 
sU\d  he  tlicrciorc  pcricjvcrtjd  1:1  the  ^iiilait  till  eleven  O'clock  at 
juight)  when  he  lofl  liglit  of  her. 

Vicf-Admiial  Young  had  feat  the  Ariadne  and  Cam  floop 
on  tha  fama  ferrice  in  which  die  Tannonth  had  heen  cni^y-> 
cd,  aiid  early  in  ihe  juorning  of  the  9th  of  March,  liiuy  dii- 
covered  two  iail^  to  whkh  they  immediately  gave  chace.  For 
ibnc  time  the  two  ftranger  flupa  (hewed  a  difpofition  ta  attack 
them  ;  hut  woe  Ibteed  to  Ia]uM|ui^h  that  defign  in  conftqnence 
of  the  King's  (hips  having  brought  the  iicrnmod  to  clofe  a£lioti 
about  Qoon,  when  tlie  other  made  oiiF.  The  veiTei  which  en- 
gaged waa  ibon  coB^idkd  hj  the  Ai iadne  aaul  Ceau  to  &akc  i 
and  pfovcd  to  ho  a  febd  Ihip  of  war  called  the  Alftcd*  he* 
longing  to  Congrefs.  She  mounted  twenty  gnaa»  nine  pounders, 
and  had  on  board  one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  Her  confort 
waa  the  Raleigh  o£  thioy-two gnniL  Capt^  Fringle  iifed  the 
utmoft  diipatchm  come  op  wUiheft  andckaeedherniitdtnt 
oVIodt  the  next  day :  hut  finding  that  he  did  not  gain  on  her, 
j::d  tiiat  OiC  wa5  throwlne  evtry  thing  overboard  u  iigbten  her, 
he  dehiUd  from  tlie  pun'uit.  The£e  two  rebel  cruisers  had 
4:omc  fronPon  I'Orient  in  Fiance^  wbeie  they  had  been  &iocl 
ottt»  and  had  proceeded  to  thia  ftation  to  wa3r-lay  die  Bridfli 
convoys  i  but  loiiuv:^:/.;  h..  1  ni^^.c  no  prizes. 

Tiie  French>  who  Ikad  bcxa  only  watting  a  favourable  opfot- 
tunity  of  throwing  off  the  maik^  and  joining  the  lebelliQiia  ok 
Ionics  againft  Gieat  Britain,  were  weU  prepared  lor  tdnn|^ 
their  pan  in  the  war,  and  fent  early  intelligence  to  their  re«. 
:  ?ccli«  j  Govtniors  in  ihc  Weft  Indies,  of  holliiiucs  having 
conu2Kuced  hetwcca  the  t\\-o  powers  in  Jutrope^   At  this  tiaM 

die 
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iKe  Marquis  de  BoniHe^  an  adnre  and  enferprtfing  ofiioery  wai 
Governor  of  Martiiiico.  Ho  was  well  informed  of  the  a£luai 
ilate  of  the  iiknd  of  Dominica,  and  particularly  of  the  weak« 
neis  of  its  ^ntibn»  which  was  wholly  incompetent  to  man  tbd 
numerotts  works,  which  had  been  ereded  at  a  moft  enonnoiM 
cxpcncc,  for  []:c  defence  of  the  place.  Senfible  of  its  great 
importance,  he  rciolved  to  attack  it,  before  any  fuccours  could 
be  ficnt  to  it  from  Great  Britain.  He  accordifigly  mufteied  ;i 
land  force  of  upwards  of  two  dionfand  men,  compoled  of  de- 

tjiclniicnts  drawn  from  thj  rc^i:nj»it  of  Vieiinois,  in  rirriron 
at  Martinicoy  the  regiment  of  the  colon y»  iomc  hundreds  of 
Volunteersi  and  a  number  of  £iilors  and  mulattoes.  With 
thefe  he  embarked  on  board  of  Hoops  and  (choonefs,  efcorted 
by  tluee  frigates  and  fome  privateers,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded againit  that  bland,  which,  according  to  his  expeclations^ 
he  found  in  an  unprepared  ftatc.  On  the  7th  of  September^ 
he  appeared  before  the  illand.  At  day*bieak  the  frigates  com-» 
-  menced  an  attack  on  the  different  batteries,  and  M.  de  BouiJle 
began  to  land  his  troops  near  to  Roieau,  the  capital  town. 
No  fooner  was  the  alarm  given,  than  the  feeble  garrifon  and 
the  militta  tepabed  to  their  teiipe^ltfe  pofts,  and  did  all  diac 
lay  in  dieir  power  to  defend  themfelves  againft  fo  ftiperior  a 
a  force,  and  fo  uncxpc£lcd  an  attack.  About  noon,  fcveral  o£ 
the  batteries  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  handSf  andM.  db 
BouiUe  was  drawing  together  hia  troopsi  in  order  to  attack 
Roieau,  the  capital  of  the  inland.  A  deputation  was  then  fent 
iiom  the  gentlemen  who  compofcd  the  Council  of  the  iflandf 
and  ibme  of  the  principal  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
place,  to  wait  upon  General  Stewart,  who  had  exerted  himfelf 
to  the  tttmoil  in  its  defence^  and  was,  at  that  time,  reeon* 
noitring  the  enemy's  diipuiiiion,  from  the  point  of  JollyVhill 
above  the  town.  The  obje^  of  this  deputation  was,  to  request 
hia  to  call  a  Council  of  War  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  ifland. 
The  Council,  when  called,  feeing  that  all  the  defence  they 
could  make  would  be  of  no  av.ul,  and  feniible  that  farther  re-* 
fiftance  could  ferve  only  to  expofe  them  to  inevitable  ruin  ^ 
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foon  came  to  an  unantmous  refolution,  of  fending  a  fl  ig  of 
truce  to  the  French  General,  to  rcqucil  a  cedarion  of  armsy 
that  they  might  haye  time  to  propofe  terms  of  capitulatioD. 

The  Marquis  de  BoutUe  confemed  to  a  parley  for  one  howv 
dwrhtg  whidi  a  capitulation  was  drawn  op  and  agreed  to :  and 
the  tcrrtis  granted,  were  much  better  than  could  have  been  e.\- 
pedcd,^  confidering  the  dcfencekfs  (late  of  the  inhabitants. 
During  the  time  of  the  parley,  one  of  the  French  frigates  called 
the  TourterelU  fired  two  broadfides  upon  Young's  battery  aid 
thsj  town.  This  had  very  nearly  broken  it  off ;  but  the  mliuke 
was  ibon  reQified,  and  a  proper  apology  made  by  the  Captaia 
of  the  frigate.  The  tofs  of  the  enemy  in  their  feveral  attacb 
was  very  cpnfideraMc.  Their  troopt  were  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  dc  Bouille,  Govenior-Ucneral  of  Marti nico ;  the 
Marquis  dc  Chilleau,  Comptc  de  Tilly,  and  Vifcoont  dc 
Damas;  and  the  Chevalier  Jelfry  was  chief  engineer.  Th;. 
garrifon  bad  but  two  men  killed  in  the  attack.  The  enemy 
found  one  hiinthvd  and  fixty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty- 
four  brafs  mortars  in  the  work^,  beftdes  a  very  confiderabk 
quantity  of  military  ftores  and  pubHc  effi:^.  What  Britift 
Teflels  were  in  the  harbours  became  prises  to  the  conquerors. 
The  garrifon,  confifting  of  two  incomplete  companies  of  the 
forty«cight  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery, 
were  fent  to  the  Grenades.  M.  de  Bouille  made  but  a  ihott 
ftay  at  Dominica,  fearing  that  his  retreat  to  Martinico  migkt 
be  cut  off  bv  the  Britifh  Heet.  Ai.ur  Iv  .n  in^  for  the  protect,  a 
of  the  place  fifteen  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  ChilJeae,  he  returned  with  the  reft  of  his  fofoes 
to  that  ifland. 

The  Frcr.cii  Ii.id  taken  the  n«-lvintai?e  of  a  f:uoLir.»b^e  time, 
for  makin  J  their  attack  on  the  idaud  of  Dominica  ;  for  Vice- 
Admiral  Young  had  dien  left  Antigua  and  Onled  for  £ogiaad, 
and  Rear-Admiral  Barringtoa  was  but  newly  arrived  at  Bar- 

badoes,  to  take  iipon  him  the  comm^a  ui  Uie  huk  ii^uadron 
on  that  {la:ign« 

Fm 

*  See  N«tc  took 
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From  variotis  confiderations,  th<i  capture  bf  the  iiland  o# 

Dominica  by  the  French,  might  juRiy  be  regarded  .is  i  nuuonal 
iols :  and  the  public  had  great  rcafon  to  be  dUTatisfied,  that  a 
.place  of  its  importance  ihoiild  have  been  left  in  a  great  meafure 
unprotedled.    Large  Aims  had  been  expended  on  its  fortifica^ 
rions.    Thcfc  were  well  fiipplied  with  excellent  aiuilery  of 
every  fort  j  and  its  magazines  with  military  itores.    If  thcfc 
circamftance$  alone  had  not  been  fu£cient  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  undertake  this  enterprife,  there  were  not  wanting  ftill  more 
important  motives,  to  urge  them  to  make  the  attempt.  The 
feizure  of  an  iiland,  which,  by  poflefllng  the  free  port  of  Prince 
Rupert's  Bay,  had  acquired  a  very  great  refort  of  (hipping  $ 
and  in  which,  much  encouragement  had  been  gitea  to  the  new 
fcttlers,  mud,  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  be  a  fevere  blow  to 
the  Britiili  traUc.    If  information  of  the  commencement '  of 
hodilities  between  the  two  crowns,  had  been  conveyed  in  due 
time  to  Rear-Admiral  Barrington,  he  could  have  repaired  o£F 
Martmico  with  his  fquadron  $  and  fmall  as  his  force  was,  as 
the  French  h;id  not,  .it  tlut  time,  one  (hip  of  the  line  in  that 
p^t  of  the  Weft  Indies,  it  would  have  been  fuiiicicnt  to  have 
deterred  M.  de  Bouiile  from  undertaking  fuch  an  expediboa. 
Inllead  of  communicating  to  him  fo  important  tnteliigence,  he 
was  c luefcd  to  wait  nt  B  irbaJoes  fur  inftruiflions  ;  and  the 
firft  accounts  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries  whidl 
.  ftached  him,  or  any  of  the  iflands  adjacent  to  his  ilation, 
the  promulgation  at  Martinico,  (about  the  middle  of  Auguft) 
of  a  i  leiich  document  CAtcuted  vit  Pans  on  tlic  iotli  of  JunCj 
amounting  in  e^ect  to  a  declaration  of  war. 

As  Toon  as  he  was  informed,  that  the  iiland  of  Dominica 
Iras  invaded  by  the  French,  though  his  inftruflions  were  not 
yet  arrived,  he  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  its 
relief  5  but  the  con^uelt  of  it  was  too  rapid,  to  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  giving  it  the  ai&lUnce  which  he  fo  ardently 
•wiflied  to  have  done.  The  zeal  and  a£kivity  which  he  had 
.fhewn,  and  the  prefence  of  his  fcjuadron,  had,  however,  a 
happy  cikct  in  removing  the  panic  which  the  boaftings  of  the 
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enemy,  after  the  conqueft  of  DoiiMnica,  h^^l  fprcail  through 
the  neighbouring  iHand^  It  even  prevcutcd  them  for  a  while 
frdm  attempdiig  other  enterprifes.  Agreeably  to  his  onkiit 
lie  retained  to  Barindoes^  with  his  (quadroo,  to  wait  for  hi» 
in(lru£lions. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  failing  of  a  conjun^l  ezpe- 
•dition  from  New  York»  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Holham  and  Major-General  Grant.  The  land  forces  employ* 
ed  in  that  fcrvicc  might  amount  to  about  five  thoufand  men. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  fenfible^  that,  .with  the  great  miiiury 
foice  which  he  had,  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  from  any 
deiigns  that  the  rebels  might  form  againft  New  York  durii^ 
the  winter ;  but  he  well  knew,  that  in  the  Wed  India  iflandt 
much  was  to  be  feared  from  the  French.  He  therefore  re- 
folved  to  fend  to  that  quarter,  the  abofc^menttoned  armament, 
"which  he  hoped  was  fufficiently  ftnmg,  not  only  to  deiiend  the 
Britifli  pofleflions  there  from  any  danger  with  which  they 
were  threatened,  but  even  to  annoy  the  enemy. 

Notice  had  been  fent  to  Rear- Admiral  Barrington,  that  tiie 
leodesvons  of  the  fleet  under  Commodore  Hotham  was  to  be 
•at  Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  tiland  of  fiarbadoes.  He  accordingly  re- 
paired with  his  little  i<.[uailion  to  that  place,  in  order  to  form 
a  jundion  with  the  Commodore.  This  oiTiccr  failed  from 
Sandy  Hook,  on  the  very  day  on  which  M.  d'Eftaing  depait* 
•ed  fmn  Bofton  \  and  as  both  were  bound  for  the  Weft  Indiei, 
their  courfes  were  nearly  the  fame.  During  a  great  part  of 
the  voyage,  tiie  two  fleeu  had  Heered  in  lines  parallel  to  each 
odier,  without  having  any  knowledge  of  each  others  relatiie 
dStuation.  In  the  latitude  of  the  Bermudas,  both  encountered 
a  violent  gale  of  wind,  in  which  tlic  French  fleet  v. ere  grcatlf 
difperfcd  :  and  this  probably  proved  the  means  of  preventing  the 
Bntifli  fquadroo  from  being  compelled  to  encounter  a  very 
faperior  force*  Commodore  Hotham,  by  his  mafterly  OeUI 
and  management,  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  keep  his  fliips  together 
during  the  ilorm.    He  accordingly  got  the  ftart  of  M.  d'£i- 

taing:  and  oa  the  loth  of  December^  anived  iafe  with  hk 
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fleet  at  Barbadoesi  where  he  joined  Rear- Admiral  BarrbigtoiL* 
In  this  dangerous  voyage  he  loft  onlj  one  fmall  veflel^  which 

was  taken  by  tlie  French  fi|u.idron. 

A  refolution  was  immediately  formed  to  attack  the  ifland  of 
St.  Lucia :  and,  that  no  time  might  be  ioft  in  making  new 
fxgnak,  Admiral  Harrington  adopted  thofe  given  out  hj  Com- 
mo(ioro  Hotham.  Tlie  Admiral  fent  ahead  the  Ari<uliic, 
Ccrcsy  Snake,  Pelican,  and  Barbadocs ;  and  ordered  them  to 
be  ftationed  fo  as  to  intercept  any  veifels  that  might  attempt  to 
efcape  from  St.  Lucia^  or  which,  by  going  there,  might  give 
ilic  ciicmv  notice  of  tlic  iiucnded  attack.  AViili  ti  e  reil  of  the 
fleet  and  troops,  he  failed  from  Carhfle  Bay  on  the  12th  of 
December  :  and  in  the  afternoon  of  next  day,  the  whole  anchor- 
ed in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.  The 
troops  were  oick  red  immediately  to  prepare  for  landing,  and 
foon  after  to  get  into  the  tiat-boats,  and  aflemble  aftern  of  the 
Freilon.  Commodore  Hotham,  aflifted  by  Captains  Griffiths^ 
Braithwaiie,  and  Onflow,  fuperintended  the  debarkation.  The 
Venus  was  ordered  to  filcnce  a  battery  of  four  twelve  pounders, 
ill  at  lired  on  the  ihips  ;  and  this  was  accompiillied  in  half  aa 
hour  by  Captain  Fergufon.  The  firft  diviiion  of  the  army« 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier*General  Medows,  then  made 
good  their  landing ;  and  were  immediately  fupportcd  by  the 
firll  brigade,  under  Brigadier-General  Frefcott.  The  re» 
mainder  of  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Ge*» 
neral  Sir  Henry  Calder,  were  landed  early  next  morning. 

Brigadier-General  Medows,  as  foon  as  he  had  landed  and 
formed  the  troops  on  th.c  beach,  pulhed  forward  with  his  di- 
vifion,  and  forced  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  with  a  corps  of 
regular  troops  and  a  great  body  of  militia,  to  abandon  the 
heights  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay.  On  thefe  heights  he 
took  pell,  and  fcnt  out  detachments  who  fcik.ed  a  field-piece, 
^hich  had  hred  upon  the  boats  while  debarking  the  troops, 
and  a  battery  of  four  twelve  pounders,  which  annoyed  tlie 
Clipping  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
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Brigadier  Prefcott,  with  the  firft  brigade,  guarded  ihe  en- 
virons of  the  bay  :  and  his  advanced  pofts  kept  up  the  com- 
munication with  Brigadier  Medows.  At  day-break  on  tfao 
14th,  the  latter,  in  confequence  of  orders  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, advanced  with  the  refcrvc  •,  nr.d  lupportcd  by  tlie  former, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  look  pc  iiLllion  of  Mome 
Fortune,  the  Governor's  houfe,  the  hofpitai,  the  barracks,  and 
all  the  (lores  and  magazines  belonging  to  the  ifland.  Although 
all  the  pallcs  are  remarkal/ly  flron^  and  tiiificult  of  acccfs,  Vvt 
with  fuch  impetttofity  did  the  BritiOi  troops  advance,  that  the 
Trench  Governor  was  obliged  to  retire  from  pod  to  poft,  after 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  defend  them.  As  the  referve  ad- 
vanced, Brigadier  Prefcott  took  pofleflion  of  the  lr;t:cries  and 
po{ts  in  their  rear  :  and  as  the  guns  were  not  fpikcd  or  dedroy- 
ed,  and  plenty  of  all  forts  of  ammunition  was  left,  he  ftationed 
artillery  officers  and  men  at  each ;  a  ]irecaution  which  after- 
wards proved  of  ilie  grcucil  uiiiiiv  .  lie  alfo  tllablUlKd  pofl:: 
of  communication  for  their  fupport.  General  Medows,  after 
a  (hort  halt,  was  ordered  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  peninfula 
called  the  ^Hgie,  which  entirely  commands  the  north  fldc  oC 
the  Carcnage  harbour. 

Brigadier  Sir  Henry  Calder,  with  the  fecond  brigade,  guai  J- 
ed  the  landing  pjace,  kept  open  the  communication  with  tlio 
fleet,  and  occupied  feveral  ftrong  pods  on  the  mountains, 
which  command  the  fourh  fide  of  the  Grand  Cul  dc  Sac.  It 
afterwards  appeared,  that  the  French  intended  to  bombard  the 
fquadron  and  tranfports  from  thefe  pods,  if  they  Iiad  not  been 
prevented  by  the  Britifli  troops  being  in  poflcflTion  of  them,  and 
by  their  inabiHty  to  drive  them  from  the  ground.  Juft  as  all 
thefe  important  flations  had  been  properly  kcurcd,  the  French 
colours  at  them  ftruck,  and  General  Grant's  head-quaiters 
eflablifhcd  at  the  Governor's  houfe,  the  Ariadne  frigate  came 
in  (ight,  with  the  fignal  abroad  for  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
As  foon  ns  ihc  ..niveil,  Cipt^uii  Tringle  immediately  repaired 
on  board  the  Admirars  Ihip,  and  reported,  that  he  had  been 
chaced  by  the  French  fquadroxii  Qonflfting  of  twelve  fail  of  the 
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lihc  and  z  number  of  frigates :  and  before  tbe  ihip  could  be 
brought  to  an  anchor,  they  were  fccn  from  the  heights  over* 
icokmg  the  Ciil  dc  Sac.  The  rapidity  with  which  the  troops 
had  carried  the  different  pofts,  and  the  excellent  nrrangeoients 
made  by  the  Admiral  and  General  Officers*  in  fecuring  every 
advantage  they  had  gained  over  the  enemy*  proved  the  fortunate 
means  of  not  only  rcpuUliig  tlic  formidable  arniamcnt  brought 
againd  them,  but  of  faving  his  Majeity*j>  fleet  and  army  under 
their  command  from  deftru£lion. 

The  night  of  the  14th  afibrded  no  repofe,  either  to  the  army 
or  the  fleet,  after  the  great  fatigues  whieh  both  had  undergone 
through  the  day.  'J'he  arrival  of  M.  d'Eilaing*  with  fuch  a 
(iipehor  force,  imperioudy  demanded  their  utmoil  vigilance 
.  and  exertion.  The  military  were  bufy  in  ftrengthening  all  the 
polls  they  h?.il  ;,:.inK  ti  :  and  while  the  anny  w  as  thus  employed, 
the  naval  department*  during  the  night*  worked  inceflantly  in 
warping  the  ftorefliips  and  tranfports  in,  and  arranging  them 
within  the  (liips  of  war ;  and  alfo  in  placing  the  line  of  battle 
fhips  acrofs  the  entrance  of  tiie  Cul  de  Sac,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  they  could  bring  their  broadndes  to  benr  with  tliC  greatclt 
cflied*  if  the  enemy  came  to  attack  them« 

The  Ifis  *  was  ftationed  to  the  windward*  inclining  rather 
into  the  bay  ;  and  as  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  the  mod  power- 
ful ihip,  ftie  was  plateci  outermoft  and  to  leeward.  The 
Venus,  Aurora,  and  Ariadne  frigates,  were  moored  fo  as  to 
flank  the  fpace  between  the  Ifis  and  the  Ihore*  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  forcing  an  entrance  by  that  paflTage.  This  fa« 
tigulng  operation  w  is  acconipliOicd  by  eleven  o*clcgk  of  ^he; 
forenoon  of  the  i  5tli. 

It  was  Admiral  Barrington's  intention  to  have  removed  the 
tranfports  to  the  Carenage  harbour,  as  foon  as  he  poflibly 
could  ;  but  he  was  prevented  from  executing  this  niealure,  by 
the  fudden  arrival  of  M.  d'LItaing,  M.  de  Bouillr,  t]ie  (Jovcr- 
iior  of  Martinico*  being  in  daily  expedlation  of  M.  d'EiUing's 

B  B  4  arrival 

*  The  Bridfli  fliipt  were  placed  in  the  line  at  foHowt :  liii,  SU  Albaos  Boyiic, 
Kfofncli,  Centtuioo,  Preftoii,  aod  Prioce  of  Walcik 
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anml  with  his  fquadron  from  Nonk  America,  had  prepwcil  a 

very  confiderable  milit.iry  force  to  act  in  conjuiiciion  wiih  ihe 
fleet.  The  d«iniagcs  fuiiained  by  the  French  fc|uadron,  on  their 
voyage  from  BpftoOf  were  foon  repaired  \  and  M.  d'Eftaisg 
accordingly  put  to  fea»  with  twelve  (ail  of  the  Hne,  accom- 
panied by  a  iiunibcr  of  frigates  and  privateers,  bcliiics  tranfporti 
having  on  board  nine  thoufanii  men,  a  confiderable  number oC 
diefe  he  had  brought  in  his  fleet  from  North  America.  The 
left,  coropofed  of  regulars  and  volunteers  from  the  dtflevenl 
French  iilands,  had  been  alTcmblcd  by  Ivi.  de  Bouillc,  and  were 
readincfs  for  any  cmcrpx4c>  as  foon  as  M.  d'£itaing  ihould 
furive  at  Marttnko* 

When  this  grand  armament  put  to  fea^  according  to  the  plaa 
of  operations  concerted,  ilic  Liii  place  itcf*gii<:d  to  be  attacked 
was  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes »  the  French  Commanders  haviiig 
received  intelligence,  that  Rear-Admiral  Barrington  was  at 
-  that  place,  with  only  two  (hips  of  the  line  and  a  few  fngaiei» 
The  French  made  fure  of  taking  or  dcitroying  the  w^r  iliip8| 
^nd  had  no  doubt,  when  that  was  accomphihed,  but  the  iiiand 
would  immediately  furrender*  lliis  blow  the  enemy  dcfigned 
to  have  foUowed  up  by  the  redu^ion  of  the  Grenades,  and  tlM 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  if  no  interruption  fliouUl  be  given  to 
their  operations,  they  entertained  Iiopes  of  being  able  to  fubdue 
all  the  other  pofleilions  which  Britain  had  in  this  part  of  tks 
Weft  Indies.  But  while  M.  d'Eftatng  and  M.  de  BouiUeweie 
on  their  voyage  to  attack  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  intelligence 
was  brought  to  them,  that  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  was  attack* 
ed.  This  the  enemy  regarded  as  a  moil  fortunate  circumflancci 
regarding  it  as  the  fure  means  of  crufliing  at  one  blow,  the 
whole  of  the  Britiih  force  by  fea  and  land  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Coniidcring  the  evident  iuperiority  of  their  fquadron, 
as  well  as  the  number  of  their  troops,  much  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  ;  and  if  the  French  had  arrived  twenty^fourhoan 
fooner,  the  de(lru£lion  of  both  {hips  and  troops  would,  in  all 
human  jirobabiHty,  have  been  inevitable. 

"ii^hat  the  grand  (cenes  whxoh  we  are  abotit  to  dekiiU  buj 
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he  tlic  Hiurc  diftln£lly  aj'.prchendcd,  it  muy  be  proper  to  vie\r 
the  politioii  both  of  the  Uritiih  naval  and  land  foices,  wliea 
h  will  be  {ictn,  that  by  the  unremitting  labour  and  induftry  of 
one  night,  they  were,  by  the  (kill  of  their  Commanders,  placed 
in  lucli  aciniirable  uriler,  ai>  cnabied  them  to  withltaiui  uic  re- 
peated attacks  of  io  iujxtrior  a  force.  1  he  Bruith  iquadron 
occupied  the  moil  fouthem  inlet»  called  by  the  French  the 
Grand  Col  de  Sac ;  at  the  upper  end  of  which  and  clofe  to  the 
fiiore,  the  tranfport  vcflbls  and  llorefhips  had  been  anchored  in 
the  pight  previous  to  the  enemy's  alTault.  To  prote^l  thcfcj  ihc 
fliipi  of  war  were  moored  acrofs  the  entrance  of  this  bayy  ia 
iUch  a  manner,  as  to  prefent  their  broadfides  againft  any  naval 
force  the  enemy  might  bring  againft  them  ;  and  as  a  farther 
lecurity,  a  battery  of  heavy  cannon  was  erected  on  the  foutiicrn^ 
and  another  on  the  northern  points  of  land,  at  the  entrance  of 
ihe  Cul  deSac,  which  proved  of  great  utility. 

The  Carenage  bay,  or  harbour,  leads  up  towards  Momc 
Fortune,  and  dillant  from  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  between  two 
and  three  miles  to  the  nonhward }  and  the  peninfula  of  the 
Vigie,  occupied  by  General  Medows,  forms  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Carenage,  and  covered  its  entrance  on  that 
fide  :  Choc  bay  and  Gros  lllet  bay  are  Hill  farther  to  the 
northward.  It  is  by  iio  means  eafy  to  deicribc  a  country  fo 
fingular  in  refpe£t  of  furface  as  the  ifland  of  8t«  Lucia ;  and 
fttU  more  difficult,  to  render  intelligible  the  complicated  fitua* 
tioii  of  the  BritiHi  polls.  The  illand  prefents  no  regular  face, 
but  a  fucceihoii  of  confufed  lleep  and  abrupt  hills,  kattered 
among  greater  mountains,  every  where  interfered  by  narrow 
winding  vallics,  long  defiles,  and  deep  ravines  or  gullies,  hav- 
ing torrents  of  water  at  the  bottom  ;  and  wlieie  ioid.ible,  the 
paflagc  of  thefe  is  rendered  diilicult  by  the  quantity  of  liu^^i: 
ftones  which  the  heavy  rains,  in  the  hurricane  fcafon,  have 
wafiied  from  the  precipitous  (ides  of  the  adjoining  mountains. 

General  Gi»nt,  \n  ah  the  briga^tes  under  tlie  cuiaiuaiid  of 
Brigadier-Generals  i'refcott  and  Caldcr,  (which  compofed  fully 
nf9"thir€Uof  the  army)  occupied  all  the  iUon^  polls  amon^  the 
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liilisy  on  either  fide  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac ;  and  commanded 

by  detached  poRs,  the  grouiui  l  at  extended  from  thence  to 
the  CsLXcmgCf  which  was  diiiant  about  two  miks.  A  battery 
on  the  fouth  point  on  their  fide  of  the  CarenagCt  and  another 
on  the  oppofite  point  of  the  Vigie,  defended  the  entrance  of 
that  bay.  The  brigades  were  ;ilfo  pollelled  of  two  other  bat- 
teriesy  which  commanded  in  a  couiiderable  degree  the  ap- 
proaches by  iand  to  the  Vigic*  They  were  fittnted  near  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  where  it  narrows,  or  rather  where  it  is  join* 
cd  by  a  fmall  river  or  ftream,  which  divides  the  country  for  a 
coniiderable  way  up,  and  palling  ciofe  to  Morne  Fortune,  falls 
into  the  bay»  where  it  forms  a  creek  which  covered  thefe  bat- 
teries. Both  the  batteries  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  thofe 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Carenagi;,  proved  of  excellent  (enrice 
when  the  French  attacked  General  Medow's  pod. 

The  fiiuation  of  tliat  oiEccr  was  peculiarly  hazardous. 
Stationed  with  the  refenre  of  the  army  on  the  mountainous 
peninfula  called  the  Vigie,  he  was  almofl  (hut  up  from  the 
red  of  the  army,  both  by  diilance  and  fituation.  .  From  the 
great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  he  was  obliged  to  slQ,  entirely  on 
the  defenfive ;  and  the  diiUncc  he  was  at  from  the  army,  as 
well  as  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  he  could  derive  no  fufw 
port  from  the  main  body,  except  what  he  coukl  derive  from 
the  batteries  already  memioned  :  the  plan  of  his  operations  was 
extremely  circumfcribed.  He  was  indeed  in  pofleilion  of  very 
llrong  ground  *,  but  there  were  fome  circumllances  that  might 
have  operated  greatly  to  his  difadvantage,  if  the  enenn  Itad  al- 
lowed a  httk  time  for  the  troops  under  General  Mcdows,  to 
refie£t  on  the  defperate  fituation  they  were  placed  in :  from  the 
great  force  with  which  they  were  9  flailed,  they  might  be  over* 

powereil  ;  in  tliis  cafe,  a  retreat  wab  impracticable,  ^i.d  1:1  lutii 
an  event,  to  become  priloners  of  war,  or  to  be  cut  to  pieces, 
were  their  only  alternatives.  The  hope  of  alfiftance  from  the 
reft  of  the  army  could  not  be  expelled,  from  the  great  fupe* 
riority  of  the  French  iu  point  of  numbers  j  and  the  danger  to 
wUich  they  were  exposed,  ii  the  enemy  ^hQlir  to  hazard  the 

landing 
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landing  of  a  body  of  troops  on  the  nortli  fide  of  the  peninfula* 
under  cover  of  their  frigates.  It  is  true*  that  the  ground  there 
18  high  and  rocky,  and  very  unfavourable  for  fuch  an  opera* 

tion  ;  and  in  adtliiion  to  its  nntnr.il  Itrciigtlj,  the  fea  gene r.il!]r 
beats  with  fiicli  violence:  on  the  ftiorc,  that  it  is  fcldom  that 
toats  can  cfie£k  a  landings  without  the  greateft  danger  of  being 
dafhed  to  pieces :  but  even  a  feint  of  landing  troops  at  this 
place,  would  h.wc  been  cxticn.cly  diiliclTmg  to  Gcnrrul  Mc- 
dows^  as  it  mult  neccirarily  have  obliged  him  to  have  lent  a 
deuchnuint  from  his  army  to  obferve  their  motions^  which 
would  confequently  have  weakened  his  front  when  ailaulted  by 
the  whole  of  the  French  army,  'l  iic  iinpetuofity  of  the  enemy's 
troops  fgon  freed  General  Medows  from  all  ihcfc  impending 
dangers. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  chngrin  and  difappointment  of  the 
Trench  Commanders,  upon  the  failure  of  their  attempt  to  force 
the  harbour  of  Carenage  ;  and  finding  that  the  Britiih  General 
was  in  poUeflion  of  all  the  llrong  ground  in  the  environs  of  the 
Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  as  one  of  their  plans  of  attack  was  to  have 
landed  their  troops  near  this,  fecured  the  commanding  heigh ts* 
a.ul  from  them  have  bombarded  the  Britifh  fquadron  and  tran- 
sports:  bvr  the  General  being  before  hand  with  them,  tlicy 
were  necefiitated  to  form  a  new  plan  of  operations*  Thefc 
were  to  endeavour  to  overpower  the  Dritifh  fquadron,  moored 
acrofs  the  cntruicc  of  the  Grand  Cul  dc  Sac,  and  to  land 
their  army  at  the  Bay  de  Choc,  an<i  endeavour  to  carry  the 
Vigie  hj  afiauU  i  if  cither  of  thefc  iichemes  fucceedcd,  they 
regarded  their  fuccefs  as  certain. 

As  it  was  laic  ilic  i  of  December,  before  tlic  Fr^'nch 
fleet  got  clofe  to  tlie  ill  and  of  ^t.  Lucia,  M.  d'Eilaing  delayed 
tftc  commencement  of  his  operations  until  the  next  day*  Ac* 
cordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  enemy's 
fquadron,  led  by  M.  u  i.itair.g  in  :!.e  Lan^uedoc,  flood  i  ?- 
Wards  the  harbour  of  the  Carenage,  fuppofmg  that  the  l^iitiih 
ffoops  were  not  in  poiTcffion  of  the  pods  ;it  'tt%  entrance  ;  hue 

hi)  j)eaurer  approach,  hit  fliip  was  fir;^  upon  and  H;us.!:  hy 
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one  of  the  batteries.  He  immcui.itcly  returned  an  lntr.^n:mt 
broadfide,  which  did  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  then  bore  away 
with  his  whole  fleet.  For  fome  time  the  enemy  appeared  in 
great  diforder,  and  feemed  at  a  lofs  how  to  a^ ;  but  at  lafti 
after  much  helitaiion,  thcv  rcfolvcd  to  attack  ihc  fleet  anchor- 
cd  at  the  entrance  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  Accordingly, 
about  half  an  hour  after  eleven  o'clock*  the  French  Admi? al, 
with  ten  fail  of  the  line,  bore  down  to  attack  Admiral  Barring* 
ton*s  little  fquadron  ;  hut  the  reception  which  he  met  with  foon 
convinced  him,  that  the  deftruclion  of  a  BritiUi  fleet,  com- 
manded by  a  gallant  and  experienced  officer,  would  not  be 
fuch  an  eafy  achievement  as  firom  his  vain  boaltitig  he  thought 
he  could  accompliih. 

After  a  fliort  cannonading  M.  d*E(laing  drew  off  with  his 
fleet,  without  having  done  the  Britifli  fquadron  any  material 
injury.  The  French  Admiral  having  had  time  to  digeft  his 
plan,  and  make  the  necefTary  arrangements  for  puting  it  in 
practice,  renewed  his  attack  on  the  fquadron,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  twelve  fail  of  the  line.  He  now  endea- 
voured to  make  an  impreflion  more  to  the  right,  from  the  ke* 
ward  point  of  the  Briti(h  line  to  its  centre  *,  and  by  this  means, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  (which  was  the  flag-fliip)  had  to  fulbim 
more  than  her  due  proportion  of  the  adiion.  The  French  kept 
up  a  very  heavy  fire,  fupported  this  attack  better,  and  perfc* 
vcred  in  it  longer  than  in  the  former :  and  although  they  now 
dire£led  the  whole  of  their  afiault  to  a  nar^nvcr  obje<^,  yet 
aicither  that  nor  their  change  of  pofition,  nor  the  additional 
force  which  they  had  now  brought  into  adtion,  were  capable  of 
rendering  their  eflferts  in  this  attempt  more  focccfsful  thah  they 
were  in  the  Ltl.  Never  did  fiiipb  keep  up  a  brllker  cannonade 
than  the  Britifh  did  on  this  occaUon,  or  take  better  aim  i  and 
they  were  well  feconded  by  the  land  batteries.  After  a  long 
and  warm  a^ion,  the  French  fleet  fell  into  evident  confuflon, 
and  retired  wiihcut  having  been  able  to  make  any  imprefTiofl 
on  the  Britiih  itue :  the  only  lofs  which  it  fuiUiiicd  in  this 

conflict 
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confliA,  was  two  men  killed  on  board  the  Prince  of  Walei^ 

and  one  mortally  woutulcd  in  the  Ariadne. 

In  tliis  attack,  the  enemy  were  fuppofcd  to  have  loft  many 
men,  and  their  fliips  to  have  fuftained  coniiderable  damage^ 
as  their  manoeuvres  indicated  great  confufion,  and  one  of  their 
veilcls  fell  to  leeward,  and  fccmcd  unable  to  carry  tlie  ne^eiTary 
fail  for  getting  again  to  windward. 

While  the  naval  annals  of  Britain  continue  to  be  read,  thefe 
two  battles  will  forever  be  regarded  as  among  the  moft  brilliant 
nQions  on  record.  There  may  have  been  engagements  greater 
iti  extent,  or  more  deciiive  in  their  confequenccs ;  but  every 
circumftance  difpaflionately  weighed,  none  can  poifibiy  afford 
more  glory  and  honour,  than  fell  to  the  fhaie  of  Admiral  Bar- 
rington  and  his  brave  aflbciate'^. 

On  the  1 6th,  M.  d'Eilaing  ihewed  a  difpofition  to  make  a 
third  attack  on  the  Britifli  fquadron ;  but  on  the  appearance 
of  a  frigate  ftanding  for  his  fleet,  with  Several  (ignals  flying, 
he  plied  to  windward,  and  in  the  evening  the  enemy's  fleet 
amchored  oil  Gros  illct  bay,  about  two  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Britifli  (quadron.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  the 
French  difcmbarked  a  large  body  of  troops,  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  nine  thoufand  men,  in  Choc  bay.  In  the  morning  of  the 
1 7th,  General  Grant  withdrew  two  advanced  piquets  from 
pods  which  he  never  intended  to  defend,  and  from  which  not 
a  (hot  had  been  fired. 

The  repulfcs  which  the  French  fleet  had  fudained,  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  alter  their  plan  of  operations ;  and  as 
General  Grant  had  polled  troops  on  the  high  grounds  round 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  from  which  he  could  not  be  forced 
without  great  lofs,  M.  d*Eftaing  and  M.  de  Bouille  refolved  to 
attack  the  Britifh  pod  of  the  Vigie,  where  Ci'encral  Medows 
commanded :  and  if  this  iliou  Id  •induce  General  Grant  to  move 
in  fttpport  of  General  Medows,  the  enemy's  Generals  had 
hopes  this  might  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  on  more 
favourable  terms  than  by  tiiu  vuy  atrackin;y  him  in  pofts  almoU 
iaacccilible )  and  from  their  fuperiority  of  numbers,  thejf 
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hoped  to  prove  viclorious.  The  enemy  accordingly  formeel 
about  five  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops  into  three  columns. 
The  column  on  the  right  was  led  hy  the  Comptc  d'£ftaing  % 
the  centre  one  by  M*  de  Loweodahl ;  and  that  on  the  left  hy 
the  Marquis  de  Bouilie,  Governor  of  Martinico.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  French  troops  were  kept  dik-iig  i^ed,  to  watch 
the  Britiih  forces  to  tiie  iouthward  of  the  Car^nagc  bay,  and 
to  check  any  attempt  they  might  make  to  fuccour  General 
Medows*  The  neck  of  land»  which  joined  the  pentnfnla  of 
the  Vtgie  to  the  tfland,  was  very  flat  for  a  conliderable  way : 
ciiul  this  was  the  only  road  hv  wljuli  t!>e  French  uotips  could 
a]  I  rc  acli  to  the  licights  occupied  by  the  Britifh.  The  enemy 
Tuihed  on  to  the  attack  with  their  chaxa£keriftic  impetuofity : 
bat  it  is  impoflible  to  defcrihe  the  coolaefs>  intrepidity*  and 
firmnefsy  with  which  they  were  recciTed.  In  the  various  at- 
tack^, m  ule  hy  tlie  troops  under  General  Medows,  in  g«.uu;i^ 
poffcihoii  of  the  Vigie,  much  of  their  ammunition  had  been 
expended :  and  as  their  detached  iituation  had  prevented  a 
.fupply  from  being  fent  to  them  fince  that  time,  it  was  far  from 
being  complete,  when  the  French  made  their  aflault  on  that 
poll.  He  was  therefore  under  a  necclTiry  of  ordering  his  men 
to  be  cautious  not  to  throw  away  a  fliot,  nor  to  Arc,  until  they 
were  fure  that  every  ball  would  take  efie£l.  They  accordingly 
allowed  the  enemy  to  come  fo  very  dofe^  before  they  gave 
their  fire»  that  the  daughter  was  dreadful;  and  they  had 
fcarcely  time  to  load  their  mufqtiets  again,  when  they  were 
cbliged  to  have  reconrfe  to  the  bayonet.  The  Trench,  fiT 
fome  rimCy  withllood  this  charge  with  fpirit  j  but  they  fuilain- 
e4  fo  fevcre  a  lofs»  without  having  made  the  {mailed  impref&on 
on  their  opponents>  that  they  were  forced  to  retire*  It  is  fiiid, 
that  no  fewer  than  ieventy  of  the  enemy  were  kiUed  within 
tlie  intrenchr.ients,  en  their  iiril  onfct. 

The  French  officers  exerted  themfclves  greatly,  rallied  their 
men  when  lepulfed^  and,  as  foon  as  they  had  recovered  their 
:breath»  once  moie  led  them  on  to  the  alTauh.  The  check* 
which  the  Britiih  troops  had  given  to  the  enemy,  (ecmingly 

incrcafcd 


Digitized  by 


1778-         MILITARY  MEMOIRS-  39^ 


increafed  tlie  (pints  of  the  men  $  for  they  encountered  theniy 

if  pofTibL',  with  greater  kccnnefs  than  before,  (iefenfled  their 
poits  with  unpiirallelwHi  obilinacy  and  reiuiution,  and  again 
drove  them  down  the  hill  with  hesnry  lofs*  The  French  Ge- 
neralsi  notwiihftanding  thefe  repulfes,  refohed  to  make  another 
effort  to  carry  the  heights  :  and  having  reftored  order  to  their 
troops,  again  led  their  columns  up  to  the  attack.  But  this 
third  eflay  neither  continued  long,  nor  was  To  violent  aa  the 
former  two  had  been.  The  fptrit  of  French  courage  was  eva« 
poratcd ;  and  they  were  cafily  difperfed  and  broken  by  the 
BritiH)  troops,  whofe  ardour  had  increafed  every  minute,  (ince 
the  Erft  afTauk  began.  The  enemy  now  fled  in  the  greateO: 
diforder :  and  as  the  difierent  batteries  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the 
Carenage  harbour,  all  of  which  were  temarkably  well  ferved, 
and  to  the  fire  of  which  tljey  were  expofed  for  a  confiderablt; 
part  of  the  way,  en hiaded  their  columns  both  in  advancing  and 
retreating  the  havock  among  them  was  dreadful.  Nor  was 
this  the  only  fervice  which  the  batteries  performed.  M.  d'EC- 
taing  having  font  a  Ihip  of  the  line  to  the  entrance  oi  ilic  Ca- 
renage harbour,  to  alhll  the  Frencii  troops  in  their  operations 
by  her  fure,  the  men  poftcd  in  the  batteiies  pointed  their  guns 
fo  well,  that  they  foon  obliged  her  to  flip  her  cable  and  rejoin 
her  fquadron. 

Tlie  enemy  left  four  hundred  men  killed  cn  the  fpot,  five 
hundred  dangeroufly  wounded)  and  fix  hundred  ilightly  wound- 
ed. They  obtained  leave  to  bury  their  dead,  and  to  carry  off 
their  wounded  men  :  and  M.  d'Lltaing,  by  agreement,  w<i*  to 
account  for  the  wounded  as  priloncrs  of  war.  The  iofa  which 
the  firitiih  fuftained  was  only  ten  men  killed^  and  one  hondied 
and  thirty  wounded  ;  many  of  them  fo  Ilightly,  that^  in  a  few 
days,  tliey  returned  from  t!;c  hufpital  to  their  duty  in  camp. 

Too  much  prai fc  could  not  be  beflowed  on  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral MedowSy  and  the  troops  under  his  command.  The  dtfpofi- 
tion  which  he  made,  for  the  defence  of  hispoftf  was  mafierly. 
He  was  wuurul^d  in  the  arm  early  in  the  day,  but  remained  in 
the  ficldj  rode  about^  and  gave  hi>  ordero  every  where,  until 
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the  cpemy  were  forced  to  retire.  Nor  d'ul  he  at  all  quit  his 
poft  during  the  enemy's  continuance  on  the  ifl  md.  Majof 
Harris^  who  commanded  the  grenadiers,  and  Major  Sir  James 
Murray,  who  commanded  the  light-infantry,  greatly  diftin- 
jru'.lhed  tlicmfelves:  nnd  General  Grant  was  lii^rhly  pkafcd 
with  all  the  ollicers  and  mcU|  whole  cool  and  determined  con- 
dut^  upon  this  occafion  even  furpafied^  if  poi&ble»  their  ufual 
^rit  and  bravery,  and  judly  gained  them  immortal  bonour. 

Such  was  the  harnionv  tlv.it  prevailed  between  the  n  n  y  nnJ 
armv,  that  it  would  be  in  fome  meafurc  injurious  to  both  to 
confider  them  as  di(lin£k  corps.  The  ciofc  connection,  the 
equal  participation  of  danger  and  fervice,  atid  the  mutual  de* 
pendencc  th:«t  lubiiilcd  between  the  two  departrucnts,  hnd  (o 
firmly  unitetl  them,  that  they  appeared  tJ  form  but  one  foiid 
and  compact  body  :  and  this  glorious  unanimity  was  rivetted 
and  confirmed  by  the  example  of  their  Commanders  and  officers^ 
laudably  difplayed  in  the  frlendfliip  and  relpecl  \  hich  they  evi- 
dently entertained  for  one  another,  it  fcrved  to  dilTufc  fo  liigh 
a  degree  of  confidence,  hope,  and  fpirtt,  through  the  fleet  and 
zrmjf  as  made  them  totally  forget  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy,  the  dangers  attending  their  own  critical  (ituation,  and 
the  difficulties  wiuch  they  hourly  encountered.  It  even  made 
them  feem  to  difregard  fuch  unremitting  duty,  hardfhip,  and 
foigttCy  as  would  otherwife  have  appeared  altogether  infup* 
portable. 

While  the  enemy  were  landing  their  troops  on  the  night  of 
the  i6th»  Rear^Admiral  Barrington,  expecting  to  be  attacked 
next  day,  employed  the  intenrentng  time  in  ftrengthening  his 
line,  by  making  it  more  compa£^,  and  by  warping  the  wtr 
fhips  farther  into  the  bay.  He  alfo  removed  the  Venus  aftcrn 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  flank  the  paflage  into  the  harbour, 
and  erected  batteries  at  each  point  of  the  bay :  the  one  to  the 
northwaidf  under  the  direction  of  Captains  Cumming  and 
Robinfon;  and  the  ctlier  to  tlie  rouihu  ..:d,  under  dptaia 
Fergufon.  Thefe  batteries  were  mounted  with  as  many 
tlurty-two  pounders  as  could  be  {pared  from  the  Boyne^  snd 
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dragged  up  from  the  beach  by  the  failors  of  his  Majefty's  ihips. 
8cn(ible  that  the  military  underwent  additional  fatiguei  and 
were  expofed  to  greater  dartgers,  by  occupying  more  extenfive 
twfts  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fqurulrorij  fhnn  tlicy  would  othrrwlft* 
have  had  occafion  to  do,  che  Teamen  laboured  with  the  utmofli 
chcerfulnefs  in  coni^eying  to  them  proTtfions  and  necefTaries  o£ 
every  kind,  in  fpit^  of  the  violent  heat  of  a  vertical  fttn^  and 
through  roads  that  were  ahiioft  imp.iiTable. 

The  check  which  the  French  army  received  on  the  1 7th^ 
deterred  them  from  taking  any  farther  fteps  to  prevent  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucta  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  : 
and  the  meafures  purfued  by  Admiral  Harrington  for  giving 
their  fleet  a  proper  reception,  in  the  event  of  their  making  a 
third  attatki  had  foch  an  efie£^,  that  M.  d'Eftaing  defifted 
from  renewing  his  aflaults  on  the  fquadron ;  and  after  remain- 
iii^  liudHve  for  a  while,  on  the  2'6ih  rc-cmbarkcd  hib  troops, 
and  on  the  29th  weighed  anchor  and  returned  to  Martinico. 

The  foHowing  littlt  afiair  touid  not  fail  to  be  extremely 
galling  to  M.  d'Eftain^,  who  was  then  at  anchor  with  his 

fqa.itiron  in  Gro  .  Iflet  bay.  At  day-break,  on  the  2'^d  of  De- 
fcember,  a  rebel  privateer  was  difcovered  becalmed,  clofe  to  the 
Grand  Col  de  Sac.  A  few  guits  from  the  neareft  (hips  obliged 
her  to  ftrike :  and  the  boats  of  the  fleet  pufiied  out,  boarded^ 
and  towed  her  wiihin  the  Britiftiline,  before  aiiv  of  ihc  French 
fquadron  could  get  to  her  aiTiflance.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Bunker's-HUly  of  eighteen  guns  and  eight  fwivels ;  had  failed 
on  the  id  of  December  from  Salem,  and  was  intended  to  cniize 
fifteen  leagues  to  the  windward  of  Barbadocs,  but  had  miffed 
that  iiland^  and  fallen  to  leeward.  She  was  purchafed  into 
the  ietvtcet  converted  into  a  iloop  of  war,  and  called  the  Sur* 
prize :  a  name  expreffive  of  the  manner  in  which  ihe  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Briiifli.  Admiral  Harrington  conferred  the 
command  of  her  upon  Lieutenant  James  Brine,  the  Firft  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

M.  d^£ftaing*s  fquadrottwas  not  ottt  of  £ghtof  the  ifland  on 
the  igth,  when  M^  de  Micoud,  the  GoTcmor,  fent  a  flag  to 
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Gei^ral  Gnnt  rcquc  iling  a  capitulation,  the  tcnriR  nf  u Lich 
were  next  d^y  ^d)\kikcd  aud  frgncil.^  Both  the  oilicer&  aiul 
meOf  in  each  depaitmeiit»  affi>rded  their  Commanders  the 
greateft  fait$fa£^loii,  by  thetr  behaviour  hi  every  refpe£t.  The 
Rear- Admiral  in  his  public  letter  acknowLclt^cs,  in  a  handfome 
manner,  the  gjreat  aiUitance  which  he  received  from  Captain 
Barkeri  agent  of  tranfports ;  and  the  fecvices  of  Licoienaiit 
Governor  Staart  of  the  ifland  of  Dominicap  who  officiated  as 
an  honorary  Aid-de-Camp  between  the  Rcar-Admir^l  and  the 
General.  He  had  accompanied  tlie  Rear-Admiral  upon  this 
expeditioot  and  offered  himfelf  as  a  volttnteer»  in  hopes  that 
his  Majefty's  arms  might  be  afterwards  employed  in  recovering 
that  ifland  :  and  his  perfe£k  knowledge  of  it  would,  in  ^ich  aa 
attempt,  have  rendered  his  ferviccs  peculiarly  iifcfuL 

Captain  AUan  Gardner,  of  his  Mdijeily's  (hip  Maidflone  of 
•  twentyneight  .guns,  (nine  pounders)  and  two  hundred  men, 
performed  a  very  gallant  a^ion.  On-  the  3d  of  Noveoibe% 
about  one  in  the  morning,  being  in  lat.  35"  40'  N.  long.  71* 
50'  W-  fixty-four  leagues  £.  from  Cape  Henry,  on  diC- 
covering  a  (hip  in  the  N.  £•  quarter,  (landing  to  the  eailvar^ 
with  the  wind  at  we(i,  he  gave  chace  and  prepared  for  a£lioiL 
At  Iiali  pdii  three  he  got  alongfide  of  die  chace  \  ami  as  il'.c 
hoiiied  French  colours,  began  immeduteiy  to  engage.  Alter 
an  hour's  a£lion»  the  Maiditone  had  fultained  fo  much  damagp 
in  her  fails  and  rigging,  that  it  was  judged  nece(rary  to  bring 
to,  to  repaiv  the  l.^Ltci'  lu  tuil  the  iiuun-l.iii,  which  was  cut 
to  pieces  by  the  langredge  (hot  of  the  enemy.  At  d^y-break, 
another  ikip  to  windward  was  bearing  down  upon  the  Maid- 
ftone:  and  Captain  Gardner  fuppofed  her  to^  be  a  confiwt  of 
the  (hip  with  whieh  he  h.ui  been  engaged,  and  which  was  at 
that  time  about  two  miles  to  leeward,  under  hec  toppfails*  At 
jatae  the  (hip  to  windward  brought  to,  and  made  a  private? 
lignal  f  bat  as  it  was  not  anfwered,.  (he  made  fail  at  ten,  and 
flood  by  die  \\:;:dtolhe  luuthward.    Captain  Gardner  then 

wore,  and  purfucd  the  (hip  which  had  fought  hun.  Although 
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•  ihe  had  pat  before  the  wind»  uncler  top-fails  and  fore-fail,  he 
got  alongfide  of  her  hj  nooflf»  arid  renewed  the  a^ion.  it 
continued  till  near  one  o^clock,  when  (he  ftriick ;  and  proved 
to  Uc  ihc  Li  )ti,  a  French  fhip  of  forty  guns,  viz.  twenty-eight 
twelve  pounders  on  her  znain-deck>  fix  fix  pounders  on  her 
k|iiafter-deck>  and  fix  foar  poimders  .on  her  forecaiUet  with 
tvo  hundred  and  fiitteen  men.  She  was  commaiided  by  Cap* 
tain  Jean  Mitchell,  bound  to  Port  TOrient  from  Virginia  j 
and  having  on  board  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  hogflieads  of 
tobacco,  was  a  very  valuable  prize.  On  board  the  Lidn^  eight  men 
were  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  In  the  Maidftone,  four  liieii 
were  killed  and  nine  wounded  :  among  the  latter  >^as  Captain 
Gardner,  who  received  a  fevere  wound  in  one  of  his  hands. 
His  fliip  was  greatly  damaged  in  her  mafls,  yards,  failsy  and 
rigging ;  and  wheh  the  enemy  ftrucki  had  four  feet  water  \n 
the  hold.  Not  bei:ig  able  to  regain  New  York  dt  that  feafon 
<jf  the  year.  Captain  Gardner  carried  his  prize  to  Englith  har- 
bour in  tlie  ifland  of  Antigua. 

The  Boreas,  in  retntning  from  Bequia,  on  the  }d  of  De- 
cember, took  a  French  fftow  calkd  Le  Memi,  of  three  hfindred 
and  fifty  tons,  and  twelve  guns,  bound  from  Rochfort  to  Mar- 
tinico,  with  two  hundred  and  eighty  ioidiers  on  boardj  and  a 
cargo  of  dry  goods  4nd  prbvifioh^; 

Rear-Admii'al  Barrington,  as  foon  as  he  ^9  certatnly  iff- 
formed,  that  the  French  fqu. \dron  was  moored  in  Port  Ruval 
bay  in  the  iiland  of  Martinico,  removed  the  whole  of  his  fleet 
from  the  Grand  Cal  de  Sac  to  the  Carenage  harbo«r  ;  where 
he  was  joined,'  in  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  January,  by 
Vice- Admiral  Byron  with  the  iqujdruu  under  his  command 
from  North  America.* 

The  St.  PctcTi  a  rebel  privateer  of  et^ht^n  lilt  poilttder% 
ftttd  one  hundred  and  thirty  men^  was'takeit  by  Ae  Auroral; 
Captain  Cumming.  The  General  Wafliington  brig,  of  eighteen 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  fitted  out  by  the  rebel 
^ngrefs,  was  taken  by  the  Seaford,  Captam  Coipoys :  who 
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alfo  took  the  Hampden  rebel  priTatcer,  of  twclrc  guns  zni 
£xty-fooT  neii.  The  Ariadnei  Captain  Fiingle,  took  a  kliooiier 
id)ei  privitccr  of  eight  gvnt  snd  tUxtf  men  i  and  ran  on  ftoit 
and  deftm^d  two  others.   The  Antigtta  armed  iwflel  loolc^ 

after  a  fmart  action,  the  Nancy,  a  rebel  privateer  ot  twelve 
gmi6  and  forty  men  ^  in  wkick  the  enemy  had  four  men  killed 
md  fifC  womded* 

WEST  INDIES.— JAMAICA  STATION. 

His  Majefty's  fliips  on  this  ilattoni  commanded  bj  Rei^ 
Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,*  made  a  great  nmnber  of  friset 

from  the  rebels.  A  very  gallant  action  was  performed  b? 
Captain  Peter  Rainier^  of  his  Majefty's  (loop  the  Oilrich.f 
Benig  on  a  cmizej  in  company  with  the  Loweftofe's  pmcji 
nn  armed  brig  of  ten  gtma,  he  got  fight  of  a  large  brig  olTS^ 
vanriah  Point  on  tlie  8th  of  JuIy  •,  and  after  a  long  purfuit  the 
.Oitrich  came  up  with  her :  ihe  proved  to  be  a  rebel  privateor 
tnuch  fuperior  in  point  of  force.  Notwithftanding  whicb* 
Captain  Rainier  immediately  attacked  her  $  and  after  a  wiiia 
action  of  three  hours,  flic  ftruck  ihe  rebel  flagr.  This  event 
was  greatly  accelerated  by  the  LoweiiotTe's  prize  comiag  up 
to  the  affiilance  of  ^e  Oftrich,  and  bravely  engaging  the  eiie» 
mf  for  half  an  honr  befoic  they  furrendered.  The  prizc-tefiei 
proved  to  be  the  Polly  of  f  xtccn  guns,  l.x  ai;d  nine  pounderS, 
twenty*three  iwivcls,  and  eight  cohurus  m  the  tops,  with  & 
crew  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  or  one  hundred  and  fefcnty 
men.  The  enemy  fufieied  ieverely  ;  for  die  midihipmao  who 
took  poflcflTion  of  the  prize  counted  tvvciuy-thrcc  men  killed, 
and  they  had  been  obferved,  during  the  action,  to  thi  v 
feveral  of  their  dead  overboard*  Her  Captain  was  kiUed :  and 
l»  was  ftippofed  to  have  a  French  commifton  as  weU  ai  an 
American  one.  She  wa^  bound  from  Fort  au  Prince  for  Bofton» 

*  See  Note  xo4« 

f  ThcOftrivh  had  only  fourteen  loux  poimda*,  aud  her  cAnipkoiecC 
bundled  and  tci^  uico. 
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and  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  mobfles.  In  this  a^Hon, 
^hich  did  Captain  Rainier,  his  oilicerB  and  cffw,  the  higheft 

honour,  he  was  wounded  by  a  mufquet-ball  completely  through 
the  left  bread :  yet  dangerous  and  painful  as  thh  wound  was^ 
be  would  not  allow  himfelf  to  be  carried  lower  than  the  cabin, 
and  from  that  ifliied  his  orders,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
a£lion.  Mr.  O'Brierii  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Oftrich,  was 
badly  wounded.  The  Ma(\er  and  four  men  were  killed,  and 
twenty-eight  men  wounded,  two  of  them  mortally:  <and  the 
mafts  and  yards  of  the  Oftrich  were  much  damaged,  it  ta 
with  pleafure  we  mention,  that  Captain  Rainier  was  foon  after 
made  a  Foit- Captain,*  and  ^ot  the  command  of  the  Burford  of 
fixty-four  guns. 

His  Majefty's  fliips  Miner?a  and  A^live,  being  on  feparate 
cruizes,  and  not  having  any  information  of  the  French  war, 
were  unfortunately  taken  by  furprifejby  frigates  of  that  nation, 
and  carried  into  Cape  Francois.  Tliis  misfortune  had  fuch  an 
effie^  on  the  Captains  of  both  tfaeie  fliips,  that  they  died  foon 
after.  The  captures  of  the  Minerva  and  AQjve  were  the  firft 
occurrences,  that  allured  Sir  Peter  Parker  of  hofUlities  having 
'  taken  {lace  between  the  two  nations^ 

EAST  INDIES. 

The  Dire£lors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  did  not  let  the 
preparations  for  war,  which  were  going  on  at  all  the  principal 
feaports  of  France,  efcape  their  notice.  Thefe,  together  with 
the  favour  (hewn  to  the  rebellious  American  coloaies  by  that 
nation,  gave  them  alarm :  and  forefeeing  that  a  rupture  be- 
tween the  two  crowns  was  almoft  unaYoidabie,  they  put  their 
ferrants  in  India  on  their  guard,  and  prepared  them  for  the 
worft.  It  could  not  efcape  their  memories,  that  their  fettie- 
ments,  and  indeed  their  exiilence  in  India,  had  only  a  few 
years  ago  been  ezpofed  to  imminent  danger,  when  in  a  fea(b» 
of  profound  peace,  France  had  clandeftinely  conveyed  fo  great 
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a  imlttary  fbree  lo  the  iflands  of  Mavritttis  and  Bourbon,  that 
they  owed  their  deliverance  to  fortune  or  chance,  more  thaa  to 
amy  timely  knowledge  of  the  deiign  oi  that  perfidious  power, 
or  to  mcafures  adopted  to  avert  tlie  gathering  dorm.  No 
fooner  did  the  French  Minifter  deliver  the  refcript  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  than  the  Dire^lors  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  fent  orders  to  their  fcrvants  in  India,  immediately  to 
commence  hoflilities  agalnit  the  French.  Wifely  forefecing, 
that  it  would  be  impoihble  for  the  Company  to  remain  neuter^ 
tfiey  got  thefe  orders  conveyed  with  the  greateft  expedition. 

The  fettlements  which  the  French  had  at  Ghandemagorti 
and  other  places  in  Bengal,  not  being  fortified,  or  capable  of 
making  any  refinance,  were  inuiiediately  fcizcil  by  tieiachnicntj 
of  troops  fent  tor  that  purpofe  from  Calcutta  :  and  the  PreU- 
deacy  of  Madras  immediately  cauled  preparations  to  be  made 
for  attacking  Pondicherry. 

Major*Generai  HeAor  Munro,  who  commanded  the  Com- 
pany's  troops  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandcl,  alVcnibled  the  force 
allotted  for  that  fervice  ;  and  on  the  Sth  of  Auguil^  encamped 
them  as  they  arrived  on  the  Red  HtUt  about  four  miles  from 
Pondicheny :  but  it  was  the  25th  of  that  months  before  a 
foiHcient  force  was  aflembled  to  enable  him  to  lay  fiege  to  the 
place.  In  the  meantime  Sir  Kdward  X'ciiiOn,  \\ho  command- 
ed his  Majefty's  fliips  and  vcirds  in  the  Eail  Indies,*  failed  from 
Madras  on  the  29th  of  July,  to  block  up  Poiidit  herry ;  and 
having  chaced  a  French  frigate  into  the  road,  arrived  at  hii 
ftation  in  Uie  evening  of  the  Sth  of  Auguft.  Soon  after  that, 
Jic  got  fight  of  fix  fail  to  the  S.  W.,  and  gave  chace  to  them  ; 
but,  on  account  of  light  airs  of  wind,  could  make  nothing  of 
it  until  the  loth,  v^hen,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  he  faw  five 
Ihips  bearing  down  on  him  in  a  regular  line  abreaft.  The 
Commodore  ftood  for  them  with  his  fquadron,  forming  a  line 
ahead :  and  at  noon,  brought  to  in  that  pofition  to  receive 
them.  'I  he  breeze  then  ihifiing  to  the  feaward)  he  got  the 
weather-gage,  anci  immediately  made  the  %aai  to  bear  dQwii 
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upon  the  eoeiny,  who  had  formed  on  the  (larboard  tack. 
Commodore  Vernon  intended  to  have  formed  his  line  upon  the 
larboard  tack,  till  the  leading  fhip  had  ftretched  abreaft  of 
their  rear,  and  then  to  have  tacked  aiiJ  fonucd  oppofite  to  the 
enemy's  ihips  :  but  having  very  little  wind,  and  bc:ing  uncer- 
lain  of  its  continuance,  he  thought  it  neceiTary  to  bring  them 
to  an  a£bion»  which  became  general  at  three  quarters  paft  two, 
and  was  at  times  extremely  clofe.  At  three  quancrs  part,  four, 
the  enemy  made  fail  upon  a  v\  ind  to  the  S.  W.  The  Britifti 
ihips  had  received  fo  much  damage  in  their  mails,  fails,  and 
rigging,  that  Sir  Edward  was  obliged  to  haul  to  the  N.  E.,  in 
hopes  of  thereby  fei  uriiig  the  wcathcr-gagc,  and  of  being  aMc 
to  bring  them  again  to  action  next  morning.  During  the 
night,  and  a  great  part  of  the  morning  of  the  1  ith,  they  were 
employed  in  reeving,  fplicing,  and  knotting  the  rigging:  and 
on  bonrJ  tlie  Rippon,  they  got  up  a  r.iain-top.fail  y.ud  and 
forc-top-malt,  the  others  having  been  deftroyed.  They  ilood 
on  to  the  N.  £»,  with  light  airs  of  wind^  until  midnight,  and 
then  tacked  to  the  S.  W. ;  but  at  day-light  on  the  nth,  could 
fee  uothing  of  the  enemy.  It  was  the  i  iir.(.h  Uju.ulron,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  Tronjolly,  that  had  engaged  the  Bntiih  on 
the  loth;  and  it  conGiled  of  one  (hip  of  fiity^four  guns,  two 
large  frigates  with  heavy  metal,  and  t#o  armed coiintry  {hips.* 
Aiier  laiLiing  feverely  in  tlicir  hulls,  aiui  liaving  a  number  of 
men  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action,  they  got  into  Pondi- 
cherry  road  in  the  evening  of  the  loth,  and  remained  there  tiii 
the  2 1  ft  of  Odlober,  on  which  day  Sir  Edward  Vernon^ 
Willi  ihc  i'TuiOi  fcjuadron,  appeared  before  tint  plaee.  He 
had  been  endeavouring,  fince  the  16th  of  Aiigult  to  reach  that 
port ,  but  the  winds  and  currents  which  then  prevailed,  had 
greatly  retarded  his  progfefs*  On  the  20th  at  midnight,  the. 
fuu  uiron  anchored,  about  midway  between  Pondicherry  and 
Cuddaiore  and  a  velTei  being  perceived  llanding  in  for  th ; 
enemy's  fleet,  the  fignal  was  made  to  weigh  anchor  and  chace. 
$oon  after  day-break,  on  the  21ft,  they  came  up  with  and  took 
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her.  She  proved  to  be  rAimab!e  Nannette  of  I'Oricnt,  but 
laft  from  the  Mapritiufiy  in  bai)ail.  J\iil  as  ibe  ftmck^  the 
French  fquadroit  hove  in  fight,  being  then  underway  in  Pondir 
cherry  road,  and  flaiiding  to  the  N.  K.  uiiucr  an  caly  fail.  But 
as  the  land  breeze  failed  the  Britiih  ^c^t^  before  they  could  get 
near  enough  to  commence  an  adkion,  and  as  the  fea  breeze  did 
not  fet  in  before  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  then 

very  faint,  Sir  Edward  Vernon  wai>  obliged  to  delay  his  defigu 
of  engaging  the  enemy  until  the  next  morning.  He  then  flood 
into  Pondicherry  road|  and  came  to  an  anchor  i  expe^tng,  as 
they  fliewed  no  intention  of  going  off,  that  the  French  fquadron 
would  do  the  fame:  but,  wlien  day-light  appeared,  the  enemy** 
ileet  were  vaniQied,  and  gave  no  jnoic  diiiurbance  during  the 
iiege.  On  the  25  th,  at  day-break,  a  ftrange  fail  was  perceived 
very  clofe  to  the  fquadron;  on  which  Sir  Edward  Vernon 
made  the  Coventry's  and  Seahorfe's  fignal  to  chacc.  They 
immediately  Hood  out  to  fea,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  crowd, 
»nd  to  prevent  lofing  comp.nny  with  the  frigatesy  the  Com- 
mbdore  weighed  anchor  and  followed  them.  About  half  paft 
eleven  in  the  forenoon^  he  faw  the  Seahorfe  engaged  with  the 
chace ;  wliich  foon  ilruck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Sartine,  one 
of  M.  de  Tronjolly's  fquadron,  which  had  (oil  company  a  few 
days  before.  She  was  a  fine  ihip,  only  two  years  old|  a^d  a 
prime  failer ;  and,  when  taken,  had  only  twenty-fix  nine  poun- 
ders mounted,  though  piciccd  for  thirty-two  guna.  She  was 
purchafcd  into  the  Icrvice.  As  from  that  time  Sir  Edward 
Vernon  kept  the  town  clofely  blocked  up  by  fea«  we  fliall  turq 
our  attention  to  the  operations  of  General  Munro,  who,  on 
the  2  1 11  of  AiJi^uil,  took  poflcflioii  of  the  boiin<!-]K-dge,  wiihia 
cannon-lbot  oi  Pondicherry  ^  and  thus  cut  o&  the  enemy  from 
all  communication  with  the  country. 

It  having  been  determined  to  carry  on  two  attacks,  ground 
was  broke  on  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  ilic  tuu  n,  ou  li.c 
6th  and  7ih  of  SeptcaTibtr ;  and  on  the  18th,  tljc  batteries  were 
opened.  They  confilleil  of  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon  and 
twenty-eight  monars.   The  ^nemy  returned  a  very  brifk  fire, 
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which  at  day^break^  was  equal  in  ftiength  to  ^at  of  the  be- 
fiegers  \  but  towards  evening,  the  lire  from  the  tovm  (lackencd, 

and  the  batteries  of  the  beficgers  had  apparently  the  fupcriority. 

The  obitinate  defence  made  by  M.  dc  Bellecouibc,  rendered 
it  neceflary  to  a^  with  caution  $  and  although  the  violent  rains 
which  fell  at  that  time  greatly  retarded  the  workst  the  ap- 
proaches were  conuiuicd  with  the  utmoll  expedition.    A  gal-* 
icry  being  carried  into  the  ditch  trom  tlu:  iouthward^  a  breach 
made  in  the  baftion  called  L'HopitaU  and  the  faces  of  the 
adjacent  baft  tons  being  alio  deftroyed,  it  was  refolved  to  pafs 
ihe  Jitchj  by  a  bridge  of  boats  made  for  the  purpole,  aad  Jo 
a^aulc  the  place.    As  the  batteries  of  the  beiieging  army  had 
likewife  been  very  fttccef(>ful  in  the  attack  againftthe  north  iide 
of  the  town,  and  mined  tlie  eaft  face  of  the  north  weft  baftion^ 
ii  fioat  was  prepared  for  pafling  troops  over  the  ditch  in  that 
direction,  at  the  very  inilant  in  which  others  were  crolling  it 
on  the  fouth.    Another  attack  was  alfo  intended.   It  was  to 
have  been  made  on  the  fealide,  to  the  northward,  where  the 
enemy  had  ftockades  running  into  the  water.    The  ftorming  of 
the  town  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  15th  of  October,  be- 
fore day-break :  but  an  unforefeen  accident  obliged  the  exectt^ 
tionof  this  plan  to  be  poftponed.    On  the  14th,  the  water  ia 
the  ditch  to  the  foutfcward  was  fo  fwelled,  by  the  inceffant  rains 
which  had  fallen  for  fome  days  before,  that  it  forced  itfclf  into 
the  gallery,  broke  it  down,  and  damaged  the  boats  intended  for 
fhe  bridge  fomuch,  that  it  required  two  days  hard  work  tore- 
pair  the  mifchief  done.    Every  thing  being  reinftated,  and  all 
the  neceflary  arrangements  completed,  it  was  propofed  to  make 
the  aiTault  ou  the  17th ;  but  on  the  x6th,  M«  Beilecombe  feut 
M.  de  Villette,  his  Aid-de«Cainp,  with  a  kttej-  to  General 
Munro,  propofnig  to  capitulate;  and  the  terms  being  foon 
fettled,  the  capitulation  was  figncd  next  day  by  both  parties. 
Very  favourable*  terms  were  granted,  in  coufideration  of  the 
gallant  defence  made  by  M.  de  Beilecombe  and  his  garrifon.* 
Sir  inward  Vernon  and  the  fquadron  under  hi^  command, 
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gave  ail  the  auiflance  in  ihv'w  power  to  the  military,  and  the 
moft  perfect  harmony  fubfiiicd  between  the  two  departments* 
When  General  Munro  was  lesidy  to  aflatih  the  place,  he  re* 
quefted  aid  from  the  Commodore,  who  immediately  landed 

ivvo  liundrcd  and  fixty  men  from  the  lltct  to  ulRll  in  die  exe- 
cution of  that  defign.  During  the  ficgc,  the  iquadron  took 
three  fmall  veiTels  bound  to  Fondicherry.  The  Company's 
ferrants  paid  the  utmoft  attention  to  the  orders  they  had  re- 
ceived, and  difplayed  a  lawlable  zeal  for  the  public  good. 
The  Governor  General  atul  Council  of  Bengal  iicied  out  ji.d 
aimed  two  (hips,  mounted  with  forty  guns  each,  which  joined 
the  fquadron  on  the  firft  of  October :  and  the  Prcfident  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George  reinforced  the  fleet  with  three  of 
the  Company's  European  Ihips,  properly  armed.  Tfaefe  laft. 
Sir  Edward  Vernon  difmiflcd  as  foon  as  the  place  furrendcred, 
in  order  that  they  miglit  proeecd  on  their  rcfpe^^tve  voyages. 

General  Munvo  fent  home  his  dilpatches  by  Enfign  Rum- 
bold  of  his  Majefty's  6th  regiment  of  foot,  one  of  his  Aides-de- 
Camp,  and  fon  to  the  then  Governor  and  Frefident  of  Madras : 
and  the  Commodore  fent  his  by  Captain  George  Young  of  his 
Majcfty's  fliip  Rippon.  Both  officers  met  with  a  mofl  qracious 
feccption  from  the  King,  who  was  pleafed  to  order  a  prefer.t 
of  500!.  to  each,  to  buy  a  fword.  He  was  aKb  fo  well  pleafed 
with  the  fervices  of  Thomas  Rumbold,  £fqi  Governor  and 
Frefident  of  Madras,  that  he  immediately  created  him  a  Ba« 
ronet  of  Great  Britain  •,  and  with  the  fcrviccs  of  Major-Geiici.  l 
Munroj  that  he  cotiierrcd  on  him  the  Military  Order  of  thfi 
Bath. 

TRANSACTIONS  AT  OR  NEAR  HOME. 

From  the  time  when  the  French  Ambailidor  had  delivered 
the  refcript^  containbg  the  fentiments  of  his  Court,  to  Lord  * 
Weymouth,  the  utmoft  diligence  had  been  ufed  in  equipping 
the  fleet  for  fca,  as  hoftilities  with  France  were  regarded  as 

uiuvuidabl^.    It  ius  been  <»lrc<iiiy  related^  tluit  X^ice-Admirai 
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Byron  was  then  fent  to  North  America,  with  thirteen  fail  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate:  and  as  the  enemj  were  making  might/ 
preparations  at  Breft,  and  their  other  ports  on  the  wefterii 
ocean^  the  Hon.  Admiral  Keppel  was  ordered  to  fea  with  all 
the  Oiips  that  could  be  miillcred,  which  amounted  only  to 
twenty  fiil  of  the  line,*    lie  failed  from  Sr.  Helen's  on  the 
1 2th  of  June  s  and  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  Formid;iMe  of 
ninety  guns,  and  the  Belleifle  of  lixty-four.    On  the  17th,  at 
noon,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  wcltw.iril  of  the  Lizaiu,  the 
fquadron  being  then  in  a  line  of  battle  ahead,  (leering  S.  i>*  W« 
with  the  wind  at  weft»  two  ihips,  attended  hy  two  tenders* 
were  ohferved  feemtngly  reconnoitring  the  fieet.   The  Admiral 
smmediately  nmde  a  fip^nal  for  a  general  chace  :  ami  'ojiuccn 
five  and  fix  in  the  evening,  tlie  Milford  frigate  got  clofe  aiong- 
£de  the  ihip  which  was  mod  to  leeward.    She  proved  to  be  m 
French  frigate  called  the  Licorne, '  of  thirty-two  guns  and  two 
hundred  and  ihir'.y  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Delizal.  The 
Admiral  made  tlie  fignal  for  the  chacing  Oiips  to  bring  their 
chace  down  to  himy  and  which  order  Sir  Wiiltam  Bumaby  en- 
deavoared  to  perfuade  the  French  Captain  to  comply  with,  but 
in  vaui  :  during  this  altercation,  t]ie  Hc£lor  ot  fcvcnty-four 
guns  approached  very  near  the  French  frigate,  and  firing  a  gun 
with  (hot,  which  brought  the  Captain  of  the  Licorne  to  reafon* 
and  he  fubmitted  to  have  his  (l/.p  condu£^ed  to  the  AdmiraL 
The  Arcthufa  frigate,  the  Valiant  and  Monarch,  with  the 
Alert  cutter,  gave  chace  to  the  other  (hip  and  one  of  the  ten- 
ders.   The  ihip  proved  to  be  the  Belle  Poule,  a  French  frigate 
of  heavy  metah   When  the  Arethufa  got  up  with  her  in  the 
evening,  Captain  Marfhall  requefted  the  French  Captain  to  bring 
to;  and  informed  him,  he  had  orders  to  condu£l  him  to  hii  Ad- 
miral, who  wiflied  to  fpeak  with  him:  but  with  both  of  thefe  re- 
quefts  he  peremptorily  refufed  to  comply.  Captain  Marfhall  then 
fired  a  (hot  acrofs  the  Belle  Poulc,  which  was  inftantaneoufly 
returned  by  pouring  a  whole  bruadfule  into  the  Arethufa,  at 
th^i  time  clofe  alongfide  of  hen    An  action  immediately  com- 
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menced^  which  continued  more  than  two  hours.  The  Arcthufa 
being  much  (hattcred  in  her  mails,  fail««  and  riggiog,  and 
there  being  very  little  wind  to  goyem  ber,  was  thrown  into 
iuch  a  iituauun,  diat  her  Captain  was  unable,  by  his  utinoft 
efforts,  to  keep  her  head  towards  the  French  iliip.  The  latter, 
having  her  head  in  with  the  land,  and  getting  her  forefail  fet| 
Hood  into  a  fmall  bay  :  and  at  day-light  fome  boats  came  to 
her  afTiflance,  and  towed  her  into  a  place  oi  fafety.  Admiral 
Kcppel  expreflcil  the  greaieit  fatisfaOion  at  the  behaviour  of 
Captain  l4ar(haU»  his  o&oers  and  men.  The  Arethufa  had 
eight  men  killed  and  thirty^'fiz  wounded.  The  Belle  Poole  had 
forty-eight  killed,  four  of  whom  were  officers,  and  fifty  wound- 
ed. The  Alert  cutter  was  of  the  greateil  fervice  in  this  a^ioa 
to  Captain  Marihall,  by  fighting  the  tender  that  was  in  com- 
pany with  the  Belle  Poule,  and  preventing  her  from  affording 
her  frigate  any  aflidance.  She  was  a  fchooner  called  the  Cou- 
rcur,  belonging  to  the  King  of  France,  mounting  ten  guns, 
and  commanded  by  M.  de  Rofolte.  Captain  Fairfax  re<|aeiled 
her  Cbmmander  to  ftand  to  the  fleet.  He  made  anfwer»  that 
he  (hould  do  as  the  frigate  did :  and  upon  the  Belle  Poule's 
£ring  at  the  Arethufa,  he  fired  his  guns  into  the  Alert.  Captain 
Fairfax  immediately  ran  the  Alert  on  board  of  himi  and  coa» 
tinued  in  that  fituation,  in  ciofe  a£kion,  upwards  of  an  hour  i 
when  the  Coureor,  being  boarded  by  the  Alert's  crew,  fur- 
renderedi  The  enemy  had  five  men  killed,  and  fcvcn  mor- 
tally wounded :  the  Alert  had  four  men  wounded^  two  of  thou 
inortally. 

About  nine  o'cloclc,  when  the  Hedlor  conduced  the  Li- 

corne  iiau  ihc  flctt,  the  Aiimiral  lent  Sir  Charles  Douglas  to 
leeward  in  the  Stirling  Caille,  to  the  Hedlor  and  America,  to 
let  their  Captains  know  that  it  was  his  orders^  that  they  (hould 
bring  her  under  the  Vi^^ory's  ftern.  Sir  Charles  Douglas  was 
like  wife  charged  by  Admit  A  Keppcl,  to  exprcfs  every  civility 
to  her  Captain ;  to  inform  hipi|  that  the  Admiral  would  iec 
him  when  the  (hips  and  frigate  got  up  to  the  fleet  in  the  mori^ 
ing  I  ai^d  that^  in  the  m^n  time^  he  would  attend  him,  and 
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take  cm  that  he  ihouki  hot  be  moieftecL  The  Admiral  mm 
greatly  furprifed,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 

i8t!i,  by  obferving,  that  the  French  fricratc  was  feemingly 
going  upon  the  other  tack.  One  of  the  ihips  that  was  attend" 
ttig  her  fired  a  ftiot  across  her ;  upon  which  flie  difcharged  her 
whole  broadfide  and  mufquetry  into  the  America,  at  the  ynry 
moment  Lord  Loni^forcl  was  upon  the  gunwale,  fpcaking  to 
her  Captain  in  the  moil  civil  ilrain.  Several  of  tlie  ffiot  ftruclc 
the  Americay  and  wounded  four  of  her  men.  The  French 
Captain  then  ftruck  his  colours.  It  would  have  been  but  the 
juft  reward  of  his  temerity,  ii  Lord  Longford  had  in  return 
poured  a  broadfide  into  his  Oiip  ;  but,  much  to  his  credit,  the 
prudence  of  that  o&cer»  and  his  humanity  for  the  crew  of  the 
Ueome,  prevailed  over  hb  lefentment  againft  the  French 

Captain. 

When  Admiral  Keppei  had  duly  conhdered  the  condu^  of 
the  Captains  of  the  two  French  frigate8^  he  judged  it  proper 
to  lend  the  Ucome  to  Plymouth :  and  thbugh  ^e  behaviour 
of  tlie  enemy  would  fully  have  vindicated  his  making  prize  of 
every  French  Ihip  lie  met  with,  even  after  this  infulr,  he  futFer- 
ed  ieveral  of  their  merchant  Oups  to  pafs  immokfted  through 
Ins  fqnadren  to  their  difierent  ports.   Early  in  the  monung  of 
the  fame  day,  a  Oiip  was  fcen  in  the  N.  W.  quarter,  Handing 
for  the  fleet ;  but  (he  foon  hauled  away.    On  obferving  this» 
the  Admiral  fent  the  Fottdroyant^  Courageuz,  and  Robuft^  its 
purfttit  of  her :  and  fbon  after,  the  Milford  frigate,  vrfaich  had 
been  damaged  by  the  Licorne  (heering  on  board  of  her,  but 
was  then  repaired  as  well  as  time  would  permit,  was  ordered 
to  follow  them.    On  the  19th,  the  wind  b^ing  very  light 
and  cafterlyt  the  Proierpine  joined  the  fleet,  and  was  alfo  di- 
sealed  to  chao&    Before  twelve  o'clock,  the  frigates  and  other 
ihips  had  nearly  got  up  with  the  rhace;  wlien  the  Admiral 
made  the  fignal  to  bring  her  into  the  fleet.    The  French  Cap^ 
tsin,  M.  de  Ranfanne,  whofie  fiiip  vras  the  Pallas,  a  frigate  of 
thirty-two  guns  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  Jiaving  no 
»ean«  of  iivoi<liug  this  ordcr^  fubmitted.    rrom  the  motives 
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already  mentioned,  the  Admiral  judged  it  proper  to  fimd  her 
tUSo  to  Plymouth* 

It  redounded  much  to  the  honour  of  fhe  I  f  iich  Goott,  that 
'  on  board  of  each  of  thcfc  h  i  ^-itcs  there  was  foan4  an  order,  fign* 
ed  by  M.  de  Sartinei  the  Marine  Mmifter,  fiU  to  mokfk  that 
vfefut  navigator  detain  Cook^  on  any  account  ^ohatever.  From 
the  intt'lligence  which  Admlr.il  KopptI  received,  that  the  French 
had  a  very  fupenor  lleet  ready  to  put  to  fea,  he  returned  to 
Spithead  on  the  a6th  of  Junej  to  wait  for  a  fufficient  rein« 
Ibrcement* 

On  the  loth  of  July,  the  French  King  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Due  de  Pcnthievre,  Admiral  of  France,  authorifing  him  to 
gram  letters  of  reprifali  againft  all  ihips  and  Tefiels  belongis^ 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  hi«  ftd>je6h :  bat  fourteen 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  th;it  letter,  his  Mull  Chrlfthn  Ma- 
jctty  had  fcnt  ordera  to  his  Governors  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to 
commence  hoftilities  againft  Great  Britain  in  that  quartet') 
and  by  which  means  thd  iiland  of  Dominica  fell  into  theii^  hand& 

Thus  war  was  commenced,  without  any  formal  dei4  itioa 
oa  cither  iide.  The  three  prizes  taken  by  Admiral  Keppei's 
Iquadron  were  condemned^  purdiafed  by  Gofemment,  xai 
added  to  the  Royal  Nary.  The  Pallas  had  her  name  changed 
to  tlie  Convert. 

Admiral  Kcppel,  having  obtained  certain  information  of  the 
'firetigth  of  the  fleet,  which  the  French  were  fitting  out  with 
the  greateft  diligence  at  Breft,  returned  to  St.  Helen's  on  the 

27th  of  June,  ilaviiig  wntcrcii  and  reliltcJ  his  Iquadron,  now 
augmented  to  thirty  fail  of  the  line,  he  again  put  to  fea  on  the 
9th  of  Jttly»*  and  proceeded  to  the  weftwanrd. 

•  The  French 'fleet,  conlifting  of  thir(y-ohe  fiiil  of  the  Une^ 
'Under  tlic  command  of  the  Cciiiptc  d'Orvilliers,  who  had  ui> 
der  him  Admirals  the  Compte  du  Chalfault  and  the  Due  dc 
Chanres»f  put  to  fea  from  Breil  on  the  8th  o(  July  |  and  neat 
day  fell  in  with  his  Majefty*s  frigate  Lively,  whidi  hatl  been 
fcnt  to  cruize  off  that  port.    The  Curicufe  cutter,  commandtcd 

•  by 
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hf  the  Chevalier  du  Romain,  was  ordered  by  the  French  A4- 

miral  tj  give  her  chacc,  aa<J  foon  came  up  \v;::i  Iilv,  ind  order- 
ed her  to  lie  to.    With  this  order,  Captaiu  Biggs  poGtiveljf 
refofed  to  comply*    The  Iphigenia  frigate  of  thirty«*two  gun» 
coining  up  at  this  tioie^  her  Captain  (M.  de  Keffaint)  alfo 
hailed  the  Lively,  ami  dc fired  the  C.»ptain  to  come  and  (peak 
with  his  Admiral  i  but  this  rcqueil  he  likewife  refufed.  A 
broadGde  was  then  poured  into  hi&  (htp^;  and,  Ending  that  aU 
vefiiUnce  would  be  in  vain,  he  ordered  his  coiours  to  be  ftr uclu 
We  come  now  to  relate  ilic  paiiieui.irs  of  a;*  aclioa  bet\vCv*a 
the  Uritilh  and  French  fleets,  die  confequences  of  which  battle 
employed^  for  fooie  roonths,  the  ableft  pens  in  the  nation ; 
and  unfortunately,  raifed  a  fpirit  of  party  which  yeart  have  not 
been  able  entirely  to  exti;ij2;uirii.    Wc  have  been  at  the  grcateO: 
pains  to  invcHigate  this  important  fubjcckj  in  %\  hich  two  brave 
and  ezcetlent  officers  became  (o  deeply  invoked.    It  cannot  be 
denied,  that  both  were  intent  to  do  their  doty  and  ferve  their 
country  to  the  utmoft.    Tlieir  unfortunate  difigreenient  on  a 
particular  point,  in  which  perhaps  both  were  to  blame,  is  ever 
to  be  lamented :  b^t  that  the  viclory  gained  over  the  enemy 
was  not  followed  up  as  it  might  been,  and  whkh  was  fully  tn^ 
tended  and  ardently  wiflied  for  by  botli,  we  Iu>pe  to  be  able  t9 
dcmonftratc,  was  not  the  fauh  of  either  Admiral  Kcppel  or  oi' 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hugh  failifcr,  but  proceeded  folcly  from 
the  difeS  of  proper fignalu 

Admiral  Rcppcl  having  got  fight  of  the  French  fleet  on  the 
23d  of  July,  ufed  every  endeavour  to  approach  it  on  that  aud 
the  three  following  days.  But  the  French  bcuig  to  windward^ 
and  uniformly  avoiding  the  Britilh  fleet,  rendered  ail  htseflforts 
fmitlefs,  till  by  a  fudden  (hift  of  the  wind,  and  a  dark  fquaH 
which  took  the  fight  of  the  fleets  from  each  other,  tlte  Compt<: 
d'UrvilUcrs  found  himfelf  in  fuch  a  (ituaiion  a&  rendered  at  lead 
%  partial  a£tion  inevitable*  It  appears  to  have  been  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  and  thefe  circumftances  alone,  which  brought  Ott 
the  battle  of  the  27th  of  July  ;  which  the  Freneii  ikumiral 
£ectiied  inclined  to  render  as  indccifiva  as  poIEblcj  by  coming 
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to  aclloii  upon  contrary  tacks.  From  the  conduct  of  the  ene- 
my's flecti  from  the  23d  to  the  27th)  Admiral  Keppel  had 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  cx|H!£led  to  he  reinforced; 
and  he  knew  that  they  might  at  loafl  be  rejoined  by  t]ie  two 
(hips  which  had  feparated  from  them  on  the  evening  of  the 
a4th.*  A^uated  hy  thefe  confideratkniSy  he  thought  it  hU  duty 
to  a(e  every  means  to  bring  on  an  a£(ion.  In  conformity  with 
this  vi^w,  he  carried  all  the  fail  he  could — confiflcntly  wiih 
keeping  his  ihips  colle6led ;  and  he  rcfulved  to  rilk  fomething 
in  point  of  regitlarity  of  onfet^  to  difappoint  the  defigns  of  a 
flying  enemy. 

This  was  the  general  firu  iLioti  of  afFairs,  when  the  French 
fleet  were  fcen  on  tlie  morning  of  the  27th  of  July  as  on  the 
preceding  daysy  about  three  leagues  to  windward  of  the  Britifh« 
ftanding  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  wind  about  S.  W.  And 
tliis  was  alfo  the  tack  upon  which  the  Enpjlirii  were,  at  day- 
bie^k  in  the  raorningi    Admiral  Kcppei  continued  prctling  on 
toward  the  enemy  ;  and  perceiving  fome  part  of  Vice- Admiral 
Palliier*s  divifion  not  fufficiently  conne£ted  with  the  centre, 
between  five  and  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  made  the  CiguA  for 
fix  or  feven  (hips  of  thatdiviiion  to  chace  to  windward,  in  order 
to  bring  thofe  ihips  more  toward  him,  and  coUe£l  the  force  of 
the  fleety  without  ]o(ing  ground.    About  nin^  o'clock  the 
French  tacked  or  wore,  and  failed  on  the  ftarboard  lack.  But 
the  wind  about  this  time  coming  a  little  more  ioutherly,  Ad- 
miral Keppel  continued  on  the  larboard  tack,  till  a  qtiartef 
paft  ten,  when  the  Englilh  fleet  tacked  together  by  (ignali  and 
ftood  on  the  fame  tack  upon  which  the  French  were.  Soon 
after  the  Britilh  fleet  had  changed  to  the  ftarboard  tack,  to 
ftand  toward  the  enemy,  the  wind  came  two  points  to  the 
weftwaid,  which  brought  the  heads  of  the  Britifli  ihips  in  a 
dirc^ion  for  the  ftcms  of  the  French.    In  this  (ituation  the 
two  fleets  were,  when  the  dark  fquall  which  hath  been  men- 
tioned, prevented  them  from  feeing  each  other  for  above  half 
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an  hour.  When  it  cleared  ups  die  French  were  found  to  have 
thangcd  their  pofitton»  and  were  endeafouring  to  form  a  line 
of  battle  ahead«  upon  the  larboard  tack*    By  the  operldon  of 

wearing,  and  endeavouring;  to  form  the  line,  they  found  them- 
fclves  fo  much  to  kewavJ,  that,  inclined  as  the  BritiOi  were 
to  come  to  a^lion,  the  French  could  not  avoid  coming  withiil 
gunF^ihoL  Upon  perceiving  thb  dilemma,  the  Compte  d*Or- 
VilKefs  ordered  his  Ihips  to  ftecr  from  the  wind,  and  approach 
the  fleet  of  Britain.  Bur  it  would  appear,  that  the  fiups  in  the  - 
van  of  Admiral  KcppcFs  fleet  were  not  approached  fo  ncarhy 
the  enemy  as  thofe  of  the  centre  and  rear,  as  they  did  not  re- 
ceive the  fame  degree  of  damage ;  the  reafon  feems  to  have 
been,  that  the  Frciir.'i  Admir.1l  h^d  been  ciilier  fo  late  in  talcing 
his  rcfolution  to  engage,  or  lo  unexpectedly  forced  to  it,  that 
the  van  of  the  French  fleet  had  nearly  pa£ied  the  van  of  the 
Britiih,  before  the  headmoH:  (hips  of  the  enemy  fleered  front  * 
il.e  wind  to  bring  on  the  acliou.  And  if  they  had  not  thus 
failed  large,  it  would  only  have  been  in  Admiral  Kcppel's 
power,  at  that  time,  to  have  attacked  their  centre  and  rear. 
The  two  ieets  accordingly  pafled  upon  contrary  tacks,  each  of 
ti.w  Liitlfh  Ihips  cncr^ging  iu^h  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  as 
came  within  reach  of  their  guns ;  and  a  warm  cannonade  took 
phce,  though  it  Was  not  of  long  duration :  for,^  from  the  be-* 
ginning  to  the  end,  the  firing  did  not  continiie  quite  two  hours. 
The  action,  on  the  part  of  the  Ijritifn,  was  an  action  in  chacc  j 
on  the  part  of  the  French,  it  feemetl  to  have  been  brought  on 
to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  a  notmous  flight.  Very  foon  after  all 
the  ihips  of  the  Britiih  fleet  had  palled  the  French,  Admiral 
Keppel  made  the  fignal  to  if^czr ;  changing  to  tlic  larboard  tack 
with  his  own  fliip,  liC  ftooii  toward  tiic  enemy.  This  ftep, 
Vic -Admiral  Harland  had  before  taken;  and  Vice-Admiral 
Paliifer  had  alfo  wore  his  ihip  very  foon  after  he  Came  Out  of 
.  a£tion.  In  tddittori  to  thefe  evolutions  to  renew  the  aflion. 
Admiral  Kcp}.)el  mude  the  (igiial  lor  a  line  uf  bairle  ahead,  very 
k>on  after  Jas  ihip  was  on  the  larboard  tack.  But  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Britifh  fleet  perceiving  that  feveral  of 
TOL.  17.  VJt  kit 
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J»is  iiiips  had  received  fo  much  damnge  by  (hots  bftvrccn  wind 
and  water»  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for  them  to  change  from 
the  ftarboard  to  the  larboard  tack  to  foftain  their  Admiral ;  he 
was  obliged  to  dcfifl  fron\  his  intention,  and  to  put  his  fliip 
again  upon  the  ftnrhoard  tack  ;  edj^ing  down  toward  ihofe  fhipa 
of  his  fleet,  which  fccmcd  to  be  mod  dirabied,  and  which  mn 
the  greateit  rifk  of  ah  attack  hj  the  cccnty.  Whilft  thefe 
chanpes  of  portion  were  taking  place  in  the  fleet  of  Britain, 
the  French  were  employed  in  changing  from  the  larboard  tncl", 
to  ihc  fLarboan),  as  it  would  appear,  again  intending  to  avoid 
a  dedfive  adlion,  by  (landing  upon  the  tack  contrary  to  that 
upon  which  they  ejcpe^«d  to  meet  the  Brittih.  But  the  ftatc 
in  u  Iiicli  fcvcru  ui  the  Englifh  fljips  were,  from  flvots  receive  J 
under  the  water  line,  by  heeling  to  the  wind  in  time  oi  ad  ion, 
having  obliged  Admiral  Keppel  to  retttrn  to  the  ftatboard  tack,, 
to  join  and  prote£l  thofe  {hips,  counteraded  the  operation  of 
the  Com pte  D'Orvilliers,  v.  Ijo  ilus  fmind  himfelf  under  the 
nccellity  of  continuing  upon  the  fame  tack  with  the  Englifli 
fleet.  For  had  the  French  Admiral  ventured  another  erolu* 
tion,  by  wearing  to  the  oppofite  tack,'  the  contiguous  fituatioa 
of  the  Kiitifli  would  linvc  cnnMcH  A(lrn:i:tl  Kcppel  to  attack 
him  in  the  moment  of  difonlcr,  before  his  line  couid  have  been 
formed*  After  the  French  had  changed  to  the  (larboafd  tack, 
they  found  that  they  could  not  weather,  though  they  might 
have  attacked  tlic  Britifli  fleet.  They,  therefore,  to  avoid  ac- 
tion, fallttl  from  the  wind,  and  fornicJ  a  line  of  battle  aheari, 
to  leeward  of  the  Britiih.  Admiral  Kcppel,  in  the  mean  time, 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  form  the  (hips  in  the  order  of 
battle*  He  fcnt  a  frigate  to  Vice- Admiral  Harland,  to  order 
him  and  his  diviiiun,  to  occupy  the  (lation  of  van  iliviHart 
on  the  larboard,  and  of  rear  divifion  on  the  (tarboard  fnd* ; 
as  his  ihtps  had  fuflered  lefs  than  tliofe  of  Vice* Admiral  Fai- 
lifer ;  and  as  that  was  the  part  of  the  fleet  which  would  be 
mod  expoL'd  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  He  niatie  the  fignil 
for  the  line  of  battle  ahead  j  he  made  the  fignal  for  Ihips  to 
windward  to  bear  down  in  the  Admiral's  wake;  and  the 
fignal  for  fhips  to  get  into  their  ftattons>  to  haften  the  koo^ 
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tion  of  tlie  Hne :  and  when  he  found  that  the  enemy  did  not 
mike  the  attack  upon  his  rear  which  they  mic;ht  have  dune,  he 
feat  another  meffage  by  a  frigate  to  defire  Vice-Admirai  Har- 
land  to  refume  his  propfcr  ftation  in  the  line  of  battle,  which 
was  in  the  Tan  of.  the  fleet  upon  the  ftarboard  tack.  By  Ad- 
miral Keppel  bearing  down  to  fapport  the  ftiips  to  leeward. 
Vice* Admiral  Pallifer,  thougli  hts  fliip  was  not  yet  refitted^' 
was  brought  nearly  in  his  ft  at  ion,  and  he  continu  ed  fo,  as  long 
a^the  Victory  failed  large  ;  which  was  from  a  little  pad  three 
tlil  aoout  five  o'clock.  Hut,  wlicii  the  Vi^lory  haulctl  her  wind, 
that  ciiauge  of  couric  brouglit  the  Vice-Admiral  of  the  lilue^ 
and  the  greats  fl  part  of  his  divi(ton,  from  being  nearly  aftern» 
confiderably  to  windward  of  their  proper  ftations  in  the'tine  of 
b.ittle  ;  and  tVv  :a  hence  pr.)c\.cJcd  the  tinicrent  reprefcntations 
of  the  ikaatiua  of  that  part  of  die  (lect,  on  the  afternoon  of  that 
day.  Thofe  reprefentations  were  both  right.  They  difiered 
only  as  to  time,  which  it  is  a  very  diiScutt  matter  to  fettle^ 
when  the  perfjns  cotic^mcd  w^rc  otcuj-jied  \\\  hunner:^  fo  Iiigh- 
iy  intcrclling  and  important.  It  will  be  evident  to  every  per« 
fon  converfant  in  naval  evolutions,  that  a  very  little  alteration 
of  courle  in  the  AdmiraPs  flitp,  muft  prodace  fo  great  an  altera* 
tion  in  the  fla:io:;s  uf  the  fliipi  a(lern,'a3  would  rccjulro  a  con- 
fidcrable  time  to  correct.  And  the  derangement,  and  tlie  time 
required  to  re^lify  it,  muii  be  increafed  hi  proportion  to  the 
didance  from  the  Admiral's  Ihtp.  The  (hips  near  the  Vi6tory 
would  foon  be  able  to  gain  her  wake,  becjufe  they  were  near 
to  the  angle  which  ihc  iiiatle  in  changing  her  direction  j  but 
thoie  at  adidance  ailcrn,  had  a  larger  fpace  to  fail  before  they 
could  come  into  the  line  of  her  prefent  courfe.  When  thefe 
pofitions  are  confidered  with  attention,  and  tlie  unfuflidenc^ 
Oi  the  fyitc.n  of  fignals  to  txpicii  the  Adniirai'i  orders  and  ir>- 
tencions,'^  are  deliberately  weighed,  we  ihaU  be  at  no  lufs  to 

l>  o  2  account 

*  Admiral  Kq)pf1  feot  t^ee  mtS*^'^  hj  iufz.tt$  on  the  ajih  of  Juljr*  afl 
^hich  mijrke  have  beed  4iAui^T  common  C4iv4  hj  iignd,  haJ  ke  )»iiff<fled  & 
proper  lydem.  la  hii  enanostiofl,  upon  Vic«^A'!rii«nl  Psllifcf'*  Trial,  ^ 
%t-^  1  g»TC  a  dirrAioo— wbcxe  cber«  W'os  no  ^^guiX,  d»t  Vh  anjf\irA\n 
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account  for  the  want  of  fuccefs  on  that  dav,  without  attnl»it« 

ir.  j  bl  ime  either  10  the  Cumni.nui  jr  in  Chief,  or  to  the  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  whofeem  both,  as  well  as  Vice- Admiral 
Harland,  to  have  been  a£^uatecl  by  an  earned  deiire  to  fcnre 
their  country.  Admiral  Kcppe!  certainly  intended,  and  did 
every  thing  in  his  power,  to  collccl  his  fliips,  in  orJi-r  to  re- 
new the  battle,  wliich  undoubtedly  would  have  been  done,  had 
the  (hips  of  the  fleet  been  brought  together,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  give  any  reafonaUe  hope  of  making  an  imprcflton  on  the 
enemy.  Bat  by  tlis  time  which  was  lofl,  flrft  in  difcovcring 
that  fome  of  tiie  ihips  were  difabled  from  chauging  to  the  hir- 
board  taick,  with  the  confequent  exteniion  of  the  fleet  by  the 
ihips  thus  ftandtng  on  contrary  tacks ;  and  afterMrards  by  the 
different  meflages,  which,  from  the  want  of  proper  fjgtu'.s,  the 
Admiral  was  obliged  to  fend  to  the  two  Vicc-Admirals,  confum- 
,  ing  fo  many  hours,  it  became  impoiTibie  for  him  to  renew  the 
a£bion  bcfoire  the  clofe  of  the  day.  The  ffgnal  for  the  line  of 
battle  ahead  was  continued  even  duiinn;  rlie  nighf,  with  the 
fjgnal  for  fliips  to  bear  down  in  the  Adniirai'i  wake  ;  and  ihs 
Ihips  formed  as  faft  as  poiFible  :  the  Admiral  continuing  fucli 
a  courfe  and  fail  as  fecmed  moft  proper  to  keep  way  with  the 
enemy's  Hett.  Their  lights  were  fecn  evrn  till  day-light  next 
morning.  But  the  Conipic  d'Orviilieri,  fenfiblc  of  what  mult 
have  been  tlie  iiuie  of  a  fecond  conteil,  bore  away  before 
wind  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  leaving  three  of  his  llitps 
to  carry  the  fame  lights  which  his  flag-fliips  bore,  the  more 
readily  to  deceive  the  Ikiiifli  into  an  opinion,  that  he  intenckd 
to  renew  the  action  in  the  morning.  At  day-light  on  the  28th, 
the  body,  of  the  French  fleet  was  only  to  be  feen  from  the  maft 
head.  The  three  (hips  which  had  been  left,  alfo  made  fail  to- 
ward their  own  coafh,  whlc'i  was  now  only  about  iwenty-llv: 
leagues  dillant.  Admiral  Keppcl  made  the  figual  for  fome  ot 
his  ihips  to  chace  ;  but  concluding  that  ail  hopes  of  overuking 
them  were  at  an  end,  he  recalled  thofe  lhips»  and  preferring  a 
fpcedy  re-equipment  to  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  pui  iu  r,  lie  ilood 
tuwiiid  riyiiipuih  with  his  ilcct  to  reEt,  that  he  aught  as  fooa 
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as  poflible  be  ready  agaiu  to  proceed  to  fea  in  queft  of  the 

enemy. 

So  miicli  h?.s  been  (aid,  and  (0  many  p.igcs  liive  been  wrUteu^ 
8pon  the  fubje^  of  the  a£lion  of  the  27th  of  July>  that  we 
cannot  confider  ourfelves,  as  having  difcharged  the  duty  which 
\vc  owe  to  the  Public,  if  we  do  not  eiulcavour  to  give  our 
readers  fome  idea  of  what  appears  to  have  been  the  true  reafon, 
why  a  French  fleets  fomething  inferior,  was  able  to  efcape  tho 
fleet  of  Britain*  after  having  ventured  to  abide  the  fate  of  an 
action.  We  h.;ve  related  the  princip.il  and  indifpiuable  fa£ls  m 
asconcifc  a  manner  as  poflible  ^  it  remains  to  cc^llccl  the  caufe 
of  the  mifcarriage  from  the  account  which  hath  been  given. 
But  before  we  proceed^  it  may  be  proper  to  remind  the  reader,  . 
jIkU  wc  h.'.ve  declared  it  to  be  our  opinion,  that  tlie  H  ig-olliccrs, 
and  we  now  add  all  the  Captains  of  the  EngUlh  Hect^  appear 
to  i»  to  have  done  their  utmoil  to  ferve  their  country,  and  fub« 
due  the  enemy  on  -  the  day  of  battle.  Therefore  fome  other 
caufe,  than  the  fauhs  of  the  oflicers,  mufthavc  operated  power- 
fully to  the  difadvantage  of  15iiuin  on  that  important  oc<« 
calion. 

In  coofidering  and  critictftng  the  condu^  which  has  beea 
purfucd  by  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  ficets  or  armies  in 

battles,  nothing;  is  (o  tafy  as  to  cnucclw:  and  fugged  other 
me^jis  than  thofe  which  were  ufed  to  fubdue  an  enemy,  /^i 
ftf  fuggefting  new  modes  of  management  were  the  principles  , 
upon  which  an  ofBcer's  condufV  was  to  be  examined,  the  moft 
able,  the  moil  brave,  mull  be  found  deficient.  But  if  a  Com- 
mander has  behaved  with  courage,  and  has  ckarly  done  the 
utrooH  w]iich  his  ability  would  admit,  reafon  and  juRice  wilt 
acquit  htm  of  blame,  ge  nerofity  and  wifdom  will  applaud  his 
conduct.  In  all  actions,  but  particularly  in  a£\ions  by  fea, 
time  i%  of  the  utmoil  importance,  every  mooaent  is  inetlimably 
precious.  Half  an  hour  ioft  may  be  the  infallible  lofs  of  a 
battle  ;  and  lefs  than  half  that  time  may  render  an  attack  im* 
poflible.  I'he  favourable  inftant  once  pail,  can  never  be  rc- 
gainedf   If  the  Couuiiauder  in  Chief  of  a  iieet  caauot  duccl; 
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ail  the  necefTaiy  tnoTements  of  his  (hips^  and  make  known  his 
defignsy  without  thcdelay  which  muft  attend  fending  frigite* 

to  the  fuhordinafe  coinm mdo  s,  it  is  impofliblc  that  hi;  can 
conitnunicate  his  intentions  with  fulKcioiit  dirpatch9  or  fcizeon 
the  moment  which  enfures  vi^lory.  This  appears  cicatiy  to 
have  been  the  cafe  with  Admiral  Ktrppcl.  In  the  morning  of 
the  2yih  oi  Ju!y  lie  vv;iiU'jd  to  draw  tli:'  f!i:i-s  v.i.ich  were  ta 
leeward  more  to  windward  ^  and  to  culled  the  licet,  in  proper 
order,  without  lofing  ground,  by  bearing  away  from  the 
enemy.  For  this  particular  purpofe,  the  Admiral  had  in 
fignali  he  therefore  nvaac  the  one  whieh  was  mod  applicable  ; 
and  that  was,  for  thofc  fliips  to  chace  to  windward.  But  there 
are  two  ways  of  chacing  to  windward.  In  maritime  language, 
by  long  boards,  or  by  fliort  boards,  that  is  by  ftanding  a  longer 
or  fhortcr  time  upon  each  tack.  This  miift  be  left  to  thedif* 
cretionof  the  dilicrcnt  Captains,  u  lio  would  be  guided  by  what 
they  conceived  to  be  the  intentions  of  the  Admiral  ,in  giving 
the  order  \  which  in  this  cafe  he  had  not  a  (ignal  to  commum^ 
cate.  Of  the  confcqucnces  of  this  figna!  Vice-Admiral  Pallifei 
complained,  as  it  feparated  lomc  of  tlic  fhips  of  his  divilion  iiom 
him  in  battle.  And  this  might  be  unfortunate  for  him,  fofar 
as  it  might  tend  to  leave  his  flag  with  fewer  (hips;  but  certainly 
was  not  imputable  as  blame  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  wh« 
I  ould  not  forcfec  a  b.utic  nt  the  time  thofe  (if^i.-ils  were  made; 
and  who  endeavoured  to  do  what  was  highly  proper  al  tli^ 
time  by  the  very  bed  means  in  his  power. 

As  foon  as  the  fleet  was  out  of  a£lion,  Admiral  Keppel  made 
the  fignal  to  wear,  wore  Iiis  own  lliip,  and  HoihI  toward  d;e 
i'rench.  Had  he  poll*  (Ted  n  fignal,  to  inquire  into  the  injury 
his  fhips  had  received  \  and  had  they  been  fumithed  with  prop 
per  lignals  to  communicate  their  particular  condition,  each  flup 
\\ould  h  ive  m.-ide  known  tlie  uum.^re  it  Lad  lulLiisH  J,  to  tlic 
Commander  in  Chief,  in  a  few  ii)ii:utcs.  Bv  ilus  intorma- 
tion.  Admiral  Kcppel  would  have  judged  exa£tty  of  the  force 
he  ihould  be  able  to  bring  agatnft  the  enemy :  and  the  fliips  of 
tlic  fleet  would  not  huve  been  fc|}aratcd  fiom  c»ivh  uiher,  \^ 
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the  Admiral  and  many  of  them  (landipg  toward  the  enemj  for 
near  two  hourd,  whilft  others  were  obliged  to  ftand  from  their 
Admiral)  and  from  the  French,  by  the  damages  they  had  fuf- 

tdincd.  Thus  were  the  llups  of  tlie-  Britiflj  fleet  extended  to  io 
great  a  diilance  from  each  other,  that  they  could  not  be  pro- 
perly coUe^ed  by  the  Admirars  fignals^  for  the  whole  of  the 
rem?inder  of  the  day  ;  notwitbftatiding  he  certainly  made  iife 
of  every  means  in  his  power.  Aud  h  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
tlm  extenfion  of  tlie  Ihips  was  owing  to  Admiral  Keppel's 
camcik  delire  immediately  to  renew  the  battle^  which  he  found 
it  impoflible  to  effefl^  though  he  had  run  fome  riik^  by  too 

gleal  icp.irauun,  in  ord.T  to  acconi]iii i li 

According  to  the  cIlubHllicd  order  of  battle,  when  the  Con\- 
mander  in  Chief  was  on  the  larboard  taclc^  (landing  toward  the 
enemy,  the  ftation  of  the  Commander  in  the  third  poft  was  ia 
the  vail  ;  a.i.l  v.heii  Aclnrual  Keppel  wore  to  the  larboard  tack, 
and  hoifted  the  (jgoal  for  the  line  of  battle  ahead,  Vice- Admi- 
ral Fallifer's  place  was  ahead  of  the  Admiral.    But  the  mode  of 
malung  the  fignals  on  that  day,  prevented  this  important  order 
for  the  line  idicad  from  being  communicated  ;  bvcauic,  by  the 
Admiral'fc  fliip,  iind  the  repeating  frigate,  both  llanding  toward 
the  Vice-Admiral  of  the  blue,  it  could  not  be  difcemed  from 
his  (hip  )  and  in  confequence  he  flood  on  toward  the 'Com- 
mander in  Chief,  who  foon  after  wore,  to  join  that  p*rt  of 
the  licet  wiiich  could  not  follow  liim.    By  this  de/edl  in  fliew- 
ing  fo  important  a  fignal,  a  Fiag-OHicer  was  led  to  (land  di- 
re^ly  from  the  poft  which  was  allotted  him  i  not  through  ai\y 
fault  or  neglect,  butbecaufe,  as  he  was  fttuated^  the  fi^nalfor 
his  dlre£lion  could  not  be  feen. 

As  the  fhips  of  Vice-Admir:d  Pallifer's  divifion  had  come 
laft  out  of  a^ion»  and  were  mod  fiiattered  ^  in  order  to  gi^e 
them  time  to  refit,  and  prefent  the  leaft  damaged  part  of 
the  fleet  to  the  firft  att.ici:  of  the  enemy,  Admiral  Keppel  wiili- 
ed  to  order  Vice- Admiral  Harland,  and  his  divifion,  to  occupy 
the  ftation  in  the  van  of  the  fleet,  upon  the  larboard  tack. 
for  this  purpofe  he  had  no  Jtgnal ;  and  was  therefore  obn^^vtl 
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to  fend  a  frigate  with  a  tneiTige  to  the  Vice- Admiral  of  the 

Red.  The  difference  of  time,  bet  wet  a  an  order  by  meflTagc, 
and  an  order  by  fignal,  nmil  always  be  very  coaHderable  j  and 
that  time  was  loft  upon  titis  occafion. 

After  Admiral  Keppel  had  wore  back  again  to  the  (larboard 
tack,  aiul  found  th.u  the  enemy  did  not  miiko  any  uUac'c,  but 
"were  form  HI  g  their  line  to  leeward^  he  judged  it  proper  that 
Vic6*Admiral  Harland  ihould  re-occupy  his  proper  ftatton  in 
the  van.  For  this  order  he  had  no  Jtgna/g  and  he  was  again 
obliged  to  fend  a  frigate  lo  the  \  ice-Acimir.il  of  r!ie  He... 
There  was  a  farther  lofs  of  tinie  by  this  fecoud  meil  ;r  • ;  umi 
the  order  was  requifite,  becaufe  the  inftant  the  Admiral  per* 
ceived  that  the  {hips  of  Vice-Admiral  Hartand's  divifion  were 
no  longer  neccfTary  aftcrn,  it  mufl  have  been  of  importance 
that  tliey  ihould  refume  their  proper  {laiioa  in  the  van  of  the 
£eet. 

In  the  general  idea  which  has  been  formed  of  this  hattki 

very  little  regard  has  been  p?.id  to  the  time  loft  in  fending  the 
two  meflages  which  have  been  mentioned.  But  in  ali  the  ac- 
CountSy  the  third  meflage,  v^  Iuch  was  fent  by  the  Fox  frigate 
to  the  Vice*Admiral  of  the  Bluet  ^nd  which  was  induced  by 
the  fame  inability  of  communicating^  the  requifite  dired^ions  Ifj 
ft^finly  nppears  to  have  been  reckoned  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
J  a  the  two  former  meflages,  the  di  (lance  and  fit  uation  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Hariand's  ihip  might  favour  their  delivery  j  but  in 
fending  to  Vice-Admiral  Pallifer,  a  very  coniiderable'  time 
mufthave  been  loll,  bi  euufe  the  frigate  had  firfl  to  wear,  and 
afterwards  to  tack,  bef(  re  flie  could  arrive  at  the  Formidable. 
The  moil  accurate  mode  pf  afcertatning  this  timet  appears 
from  the  account  given  of  the  fituation  of  the  (hips,  as  obferv- 
cd  in  the  repeating  frigate;  anil  by  judging  wlmt  time  fuch  3 
iliip  Will  take  toweart  make  fail)  tack,  and  proceed  about  four 
milest  failing  at  the  rate  of  about  fix  miles  an  hour.  From 
this  mode  of  computation  we  conclude,  that  the  delay  in  this 
inftancc,  between  giving  tliis  order  by  f:gaaJ|  and  by  mcfiagfi 
inult  have  been  at  kail  an  hour. 
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Having  thus  recapitulated  thefe  material  circuniilanccs,  wc 
ihalJ  proceed  to  afcertain  the  whole  time  which  was  loA.  by  the 
want  of  proper  fignals  upnn  this  momentous  occafion.    Bot  k 
mud  be  prcvioufiy  coi.tl tiered,  that  the  groat  diiiicuky  lay  in 
coUcciing  the  ihips,  f  >  as  to  renew  the  battle.    It  diil  not  de* 
pend  upon  the  exa^  formation  of  the  line,  but  upon  bringing 
the  (hips  into  any  connet^ed  form,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  fup- 
port  each  other.    The  caufc  oi  the  cxiculiun  of  ihc  ilccr,  after 
it  came  out  of  a<fiion,  h^ith  been  explained  to  have  happened 
from  the  ihips  (landing  upon  contrary  taclts  j  and,  unfortu- 
nately, it  was  this  circumftance  which  6r(t  difcovered  to  the 
C'^inmander  ia  Chief,  tliC  nature  of  the  dama;^e  which  tl»cv 
had  fudained.    Had  iiot  the  Ihips  htcn  thus  extended,  they 
would  have  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  form  in  ^Moh  they 
had  engaged  the  enemy ;  and  the  lofs  of  time,  to  colle^l  and 
arrange  thcni  anew,  wouKl  Imyc  been  avoltled.    Thus  the 
whole  confcquent  derangement,  and  all  the  delays  which  en- 
fued,  may  be  imputed  to  tlie  Admiral's  want  of  information  hf 
fignal  of  the  actual  ftate  of  his  ftiips.    If  it  is  admitted,  that 
three  hours  wore  loll  by  the  unfortunate  rircuinUance  of  the 
ihips  (landing  upon  contrary  tacks  for  gbove  half  that  time  5 
|hen  there  mud  be  added  an  hour  for  the  two  meflages  to 
Vice- Admiral  Harland ;  and  an  hour  more  for  that  which  was 
fent  to  Vicc-Zidmiral  P.iiiiici",  i.nkin^:;  .;i  ail  five  hourn,  iiTi- 
putable  to  the  fole  caufe  of  wanting  proper  fignals  upon  this 
important  day.    From  the  united  teftimony  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent  with  Admiral  Kcppel  on  the  day  of  battle,  and  from 
his  own  declarations,  the  a£lion  woulJ  uiu'oubtcdly  have  hem 
renewed,  had  there  been  but  one  hour  more  of  day-light,  after 
the  meflage  was  delivered  to  Vice- Admiral  Paliifer*   It  follows 
that,  by  poflefiing  a  proper  fydem  of  (ignals  on  this  occafion, 
at  Icaft  four  hours  might  have  been  gained,  aiid  ample  time 
afforded  the  Admiral  to  re-commence  and  continue  tlie  cng?g-e- 
ment.    And  at  this  time,  as  the  fleets  were  circumltanced,  it 
4$  more  than  probable,  that  the  fate  of  a  battle  would  have 
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been  determined,  which  rnuU»  at  that  period,  have  cvciuuailj 
decided  the  fate  of  a  war. 

The  defe^la  or  impropriety  of  the  figDals  having  thus  ap- 
peared clearly  to  be  the  true  and  the  fole  caufe  of  the  mifcar* 
Ti.ige,  which  difappoijitcd  the  reafonahic  hopes  of  Rritain  on 
x\v\>  critical  and  weighty  occafioD  \  we  may  be  juflitied  in  ob* 
fervingy  that  if  an  Admiral  /cannot  command  all  the  neceflary 
movements  of  his  (hips  by  flgnal  on  the  day  of  battle,  he  is  not 
upon  .1  iuoLii.^  with  an  enemy  who  pofTcflcs  tliat  ;uUant;ige  : 
and  even  with  better  flilps,  better  men,  and  more  experienced 
commanders,  he  may  be  foiled  in  bis  eipedlations  of  vi^ory  \ 
if  not  defeated  from  his  want  of  the  means  to  dire£b  and  to  per- 
form  the  ncccHary  cvoluiio^.o.  with  his  fleet.  It  would  appear 
tliat,  in  the  atlion  of  the  27th  of  July,,  the  French  in  this  re- 
fpe^  had  the  advantage  of  the  Britiih  \  fince  they  accomplifli- 
cd  their  obje^y  which  was  to  avoid  a  decifive  a6l:ion  :  whilft 
our  Admiral  failed  in  his  oppofitc  endeavour  of  bringing  about 
this  event,  in  the  operations  of  both  ficets,  the  agency  wa« 
fgnols.  To  this  important  fubje^i  the  French  government 
have  certainly  paid  more  attention  than  the  Admiralty  of  Bri** 
tain  ;  they  have  availed  themftlvcs  of  modern  improvemeats ; 
but  the  ftgnaU  furniibed  to  the  Britifh  fleet  were  of  a  very 
ancient  date,  if  vire  may  venture  to  oifer  an  opinion  on  this 
very  importantj  thoiigh  fo  much  negle£led  fubje^l,  w^  would 
fogged,  from  the  obvious  defe£t  of  the  Britifh  fignals  on  this 
occafion,  that  a  proper  fyilem  of  fig  nab  would  require,  in  the 
iirfl  place^  that  every  fignal  made  by  the  Commander  in  Chief 
ifaottldi  at  all  times,  be  fo  repeated  or  conveyed  through  the 
fleet,  that  it  tiiuft  be  known  to  be  abroad.  Secondly,  that  he 
fhould  he  cn;;f)!cd  completely  to  coinmunicate  his  intentions  to 
the  commanders  of  IquaUrons,  divilionsj  or  of  fmgle  fhips} 
and  to  order  any  part  of  his  fleet)  or  any  individual  {hip,  }p 
ileer  upon  whar  particular  point  of  the  compafs  he  may  think 
proper.  Aiul  i.  illy,  that  after  an  action,  iiiiormation  might 
be  comaiunicatcd  to  him  of  the  particular  loi}»  aud  injury 
vhich  every  {hip  has  fuftainedj  that  he  might  be  competent  to 

judge 
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judge  what  efforts  he  could  make  with  the  force  under  hts 
command,  and  what  meafures  he  ought  to  purfue.  Had  Ad- 
miral Kepnf]  poflenirxl  a  fvllem  of  fl2:na]s  eCjU  il  to  ihtiw  :icccf- 
fary  purpcfcs,  there  docs  not  reinaia  a  doubt,  that  the  Z7th  of 
July  would  have  proved  one  of  the  moil  giorioud  days  ever  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  Britain. 

Having  (did  fo  niuch  upor.  0.x  detects  of  the  fignals,  which 
were  made  ufc  of  upon  tlu^  oci  afion,  in  juliicc  lo  the  Admiral 
who  commanded  we  cannot  fail  to  obfervc ; — ^that  no  part  of 
the  blame  of  not  poflcfling  a  proper  fyflem  could  be  imputable 
I')  i:\m.    He  nude  iifj  of  thofe  which  were  fuiTiilhed  to  th.^ 
Jingiifli  Navy  by  the  Cummilfioners  of  the  Admiralty  *,  with 
additions  made  by  fome  of  the  ableft  fea-ofiicers»  who  had  pre- 
ceded |iim  in  naval  commands.   The  feafon  of  z€tivc  fervice  is 
by  no  means  the  mod  favourable  time  for  digcfting  a  plan  of 
fignaU  i  nor  arc  tlic  ableft  naval  commanders,  though  poilci- 
fing  pTofeiTional  (kill  and  abilities  in  a*  very  (eminent  degree^ 
neceiTarily  qualtfied  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  which  fecms  to 
require  talents  of  a  very  peculiar  nature,  joined  to  a  certain 
train  of  experience,  as  well  as  habits  of  great  attention  to  fuch 
an  abftrack  and  comprehcnfive  fubjctl.    It  is  perhaps  thefe  cir* 
cum  (lances  which  have  retarded  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  in 
this  important  concern.    It  was  unfortunate  for  Admir:il 
Keppel,  it  was  doubly  unfortunate  for  the  nation,  that  no 
better  fignals  were  furnifhed  upon  fo  wci^^htv  an  occailon.  In 
z  former  part  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Memoirs,  we  have  had 
repeated  occafion  to  mention  the  fame  fubjefl  :*  it  is  with  the 
utmoft  regret,  that  we  iUIl  fuid  ourfclves  obliged  to  add,  that 
this  ifland  has  an  undoubted  riglit  to  expecl  t!)  t  ihe  moll 
adive  diligence,  and  the  highell  degree  of  profciTionai  fktll, 
ihall  be  exerted  upon  fo  important  a  matter  \  that  the  blood 
and  Ikill  of  heraflivc  feamen  may  not  be  fpciit  in  vain,  throu::;h 
negligence  and  inat^fntion.    The  fignals  which  were  ufed  by 
Admiral  Keppel,  have  remained  in  nearly  the  fame  ihamefully 
fiefe^ive  ftate  fincc  the  reign  of  James  the  Second ;  notwith- 

Aandiag 

f  See  ToL  i.  paget  196  and  42^. 
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^flanciin^  tlie  rapid  pro^refs  of  improvement  in  ail  the  otbcr 
branches  of  naval  knowledge,  not  only  in  this  countiyy  bat  in 
all  the  maritime  flares  of  Europe.    We  have  underftood,  that 
former  fuccLul.^  have  lv\  n  produjecl  .is  ari^uincirs  in  oppofitlori 
to  what  Iiath  bcenurgrd  agriinfl  the  fignals  which  have  been  (q 
long  in  ufe.    But  thofe  fucceifes  were  almoft  always  the  con* 
fequences  of  great  fuperiority  in  the  force,  or  were  obtained 
by  a  few  (hips.    When  one  fleet  h.13  tiic  advantage  of  another, 
by  a  confidcrably  fuperior  force,  the  afiailuiits  may  aO  in  the 
mod  diforderly  manner,  and  yet  be  fure  of  victory ;  becauie 
the  inferior  force  generally  avoids  battle,  and  endeavours  to 
cfcape  j  and  in  fuch  attempts  irregularity  and  confufion  cnfue. 
But  in  all  other  cafes  where  tlie  ficeta  have  been  large,  and  the 
force  nearly  equal,  experience  hath  uniformly  (hown,  that  a 
difability  of  performing  the  neceflV' y  evolutions  has  been  at* 
tended  with  infallible  dtfadvantage.    In  fquadrons  confifttng  of 
but  few  Ihip^,  fignals  appear  to  be  of  lefs  iniportance  than  in 
great  ileets,  bccaufe  tliere  is  not  the  fame  degree  of  di(HcuIty 
in  making  them  perceptible,  nor  is  it  required  <o  manage  fqua- 
drons and  divifions ;  and  becaufe  the  operations  of  a  few  (hips 
are  fimple ;  whereas  thofe  of  a  great  fleet  muft  necefi'arily  be 
complicated.    For  thefe  reafons,  whilfl  the  Britini  fleets  were 
greatly  fuperior  to  thofe  of  their  enemies,  or  confided  of  but  a 
few  (hips,  the  defe6ls  of  the  fignals  were  imperceptible,  and 
nttcnelcil  with  no  bad  conf^quenccs.    But  when  the  fleets  of 
Britain  were  oppofed  by  equal,  or  fuperior  force,  and  were 
neceifarily  compofed  of- a  great  many  (hips,  divided  and  fub« 
divided,  the  importance  of  fignals  was  augmented  in  an  in* 
rreaftci  proportion,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  fyftcin  in  the  cafe 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  became  obvious  and  fatal  at  the  fame 
moment* 

In  this  a^icn,  feveral  of  the  BritiHi  (hips  fuffered  very 

jv.Lcli,  both  in  tliclr  Ll:!*^  uiaI  liv^^^^ng.  -The  niunlt'r  of  killed 
^nd  wounded,  in  Sir  Robert  Harland's  divifion,  was  forty-three 
incn  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- four  wounded  ;  in  Ad- 
miral Keepers  diviHoD,  twenty-two  men  were  killed,  and 

forty. 
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forty-five  wounded  ;  and  in  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's,  fiKty.ei;^ht 

men  wjvc  LiilcJ,  iv,d  ow^  hundred  and  ci  '^nv-fix  wounded. 
Twcnry  of  the  latter  w\:re  hurt  by  fome  powd:^  blowing  upon 
hwitd  the  Formkiabie.  This  accident  was  occafioned  by  a  man 
havltjg  a  cartriJj:;e  under  his  arm  when  he  fired  his  gun.  In 
one  hul^kc'd  :iv.d  ti;irty-(hree  men  were  killed,  .iiv!  tlirec 
hull. Ire  1  and  foventy-live  wounded.*  Tint  the  Formidiibic 
ihoukl  have  AifFered  more  than  any  of  the  other  iliips  is  the 
leftt  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  flie  w;ts 
lO'.v^.  ;  ii^  aclion  than  any  ih'ip  of  the  iljct,  Sir  ^^ug!l  Pallifer 
having  ordered  his  mizcn- top-fail  to  be  kept  aback  for  thut 
purpofe,  aa  he  paifed  along  the  French  line. 

The  French  had  fix  officers  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-feven 
r..vii  kiilcd  ;  and  twenty-three  ofTiccri  and  fc:i:r  hundred  and 
ninety-fix  men  wounded.  Among  ihc  hitter  was  the  Compte  du 
ChaiFauItt  who  wasfeverely  wounded ^  and  his  fon  the  Chevalier 
db  Chafifault)  who  had  the  fmall  bene  of  his  leg  broken.f  The 
ftjips  of  the  enemy  which  fuftaincd  moft  damage  were  Ln 
Bretagne,  La  Couronne^  Le  Sphinx,  L'Amphion,  and  La 
Ville  dc  Paris. 

From  Admiral  Keppel's  public  letter^  it  appears,  that  he 

entertained  hopes,  that  the  enemy  would  h^ve  waited  for  him 
and  renewed  the  a<f^ion  next  day,  and  that  lie  took  his  mea- 
fares  accordingly  :  but  great  was  his  furprife,  at  day-break  on 
^e  morning  of  the  iSth,  when  it  was  perceived,  that  the  ene- 
my had  fo  greatly  increafed  their  diftance,  that  only  three  of 
their  llilp5  were  vifiblc  from  the  quarter-deck,  and  then  bore 
on  tlic  ke  quarter  of  the  Britifli  (icet ;  and  that  the  remainder 
of  their  fquadron  could  be  feen  only  from  the  maft-hcads  of 
the  headmofl  (hips.  The  three  French  veflTcls,  nearcft  the 
Britifli  f:ret,  were  fuppofed  to  be  lome  of  their  crippled  ih\pi : 
and,  at  five  o'clock,  the  Admiral  made  the  fignal  fi.r  the  Duke» 
Prince  George,  Bienfatfant,  and  EUzsbeth,  to  give  them  chace. 
He  confidered  the(e,  as  the  moft  proper  (hips  in  his  fleet  for 
fucli  a  ieiviccj  but  it  was  l\>un  intimated  to  iiim,  that  the 
\  Prince 
*  See  Note  izz.         f  See  Note  iza.        |  Sec  Note  12^. 
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Prince  George  and  Elizabeth  had  received  fo  much  djmagc  iiA 

their  marts,  thjt  tiiev  were  unable  to  carry  fuiFicieiu  fail,  to 
ailoril  the  kaft  hopes  of  their  coming  up  with  the  enemy.  On 
looking  round  his  fleet,  he  could  find  no  iliips  in  a  proper  con- 
dition to  replace  thefe  two  in  a  partial  chace,  far  kfs  to  war* 
rant  his  ordering  a  general  one.  The  ehacing  fiiips  were 
therefore  recalled :  and  it  was  fortunate  that  this  meafure  \vj5 
adopted^  as  it  could  have  anfwcrcd  no  purpofe  tocoiuinue  the 
chace.  So  far  were  the  three  (hips  of  the  enemyy  wliich  they 
were  ordered  to  purfue^  from  being  crippled,  that  they  were 
jifterwp.nls  found  to  be  the  bell  fiiliiv:^  fljips  in  the  enemy's 
Heet,  Icfr  h  -hin  l  as  a  dccny.  i  ii^  truth  is,  that  M.  d'Or- 
viiliers  found  his  ihips  had  been  fo  roughly  handled  on  the 
27ih,  that  he  dreaded  the  confequences  of  renewing  the  battle 
on  the  zSih,  anJ  (itteunincd  to  retire  to  Brcil  :  bat  lliat  Lc 
might  conceal  his  ciciign  from  tliC  lirittili,  he  had  ordered 
three  of  his  belt  failing  (hips  to  keep  ailerni  and  to  difplay  the 
ufual  lights  of  the  three  French  Admirals ;  whiky  with  the 
lefl  of  his  llwCt,  l:c  r.inde  f.al  luM-.irv'.a  ihc  i  rcnch  coaft.  In 
the  morning,  his  three  Ihips  followed  him  with  a  prcfs  of  f^il. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  wind  became  quite  favourable  for 
M.  d'Orviliiers  gaining  his  point ;  fo  that  before  the  fleet  of 
Britain  could  have  come  up  with  him,  he  would  liavc  rcacheJ 
llic  French  coail.  Admiral  Kcppel  confidering  the  cripp]c<i 
ilate  of  the  fhips  under  his  command,  in  their  mads  and  fjils  ^ 
and  apprehesding,  that  if  he  fiioukl  perfevcre  in  (he  purfuit^ 
and  if  the  wind  (hould  blow  hard,  he  might,  on  the  lee  (hore 
of  the  encnn',  be  invulw d  ia  da:;^v  '  from  wliich  it  miglit  be 
extremely  diihcuk  to  cxtiicatc  hmUelf;  judged  it  prudent  to- 
return  to  England  to  have  his  fleet  properly  repaired^  and 
fitted  for  carrying  on  tlie  public  Hervice  with  vigour  and  efled. 

11c  anivcd  uith  his  fleet  at  riyraoiitli  the  3  ift  of  july  :  z:\d 
having  got  his  (hips  in  a  proper  for  fca,  he  again  failed  to 
the  weilwardy  with  thirty  fail  of  the  line  and  (ix  frigates*  oo 
the  23d  of  Auguft  I  and  on  the  i  ith  of  September  was  joined 
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by  the  Stiifolk,  Defence^  nnd  Egmont.*  'In  tlii:?  cruize,  the 
Admiral  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy's 
fleet.  M.  d'Orvilliers  failed  from  Bred  on  the  1 8th  bf  Auguft^ 
and  (teered  for  Cape  Finei^erre,  where  he  continued  to  cruize 
for  ronicr  time  j  then  altering  his  (Idtlon,  llcercci  to  rl.c  iiorth- 
ward,  kept  the  fea  until  the  2oih  of  Septenrber,  and  then  rc-* 
entered  the  port  of  Breft.  The  fleet  of  Britain  twice  gave  chace 
to  the  ReAechee  of  Gxty-four  gun»,  and  muft  certainly  have 
taken  her,  Llu!  it  r.ot  been  for  the  interpofition  of  fogs,  under 
cover  of  which  (he  made  her  cfcape.  Several  of  the  enemy*5 
merchant  ihips  from  the  Weft  Indies^  Mrith  ver^^  valuable 
cargoes^  were  made  prizes :  and  the  Admiral^  having  received 
intelHgence  that  tlie  French  fleet  was  cruizing  in  latitude  43* 
30',  fent  the  Fox  and  Porcupine  frigates,  at  dliTcreiit  times,  in 
queil  of  it.  The  latter  parted  from  the  fleet  on  the  20th  of  Sep« 
tember  ^  and  nest  day,  in  latitude  44^  46\  took  a  French  £a{l 
India  (liip  from  China,  called  the  Mbdefte,  which  proved  a 
very  valuable  capture.  Not  feeing  the  enemy's  iicct.  Captain 
Finch  proceeded  to  Plymoii'!i  witji  his  prize. 

The  Fox  frigate  was  not  fo  fortunate;  for  in  her  fearch  after 
the  French  fleets  on  tlic  loth  of  September,  while  flie  was  in 
chace  of  a  Ihip  a  lii'Op,  tlic  weather  being  frequently  thick 
and  fqu<illy,  a  large  French  frigate  was  peieeivcd  in  the  north 
eaftf  bearing  down  upon  her.  Captain  Windfor  ihortened 
fail,  and  a  warm  a^fcion  foon  commenced,  which  lafted  three 
hours  !  ..If.    1  Ir.  Fox  liavinfr  Joli  nlJ  her  mads,  U  veial 

of  her  guns  being  difabied,  eleven  of  her  men  killed,  and  forty- 
sine  wounded,  fome  of  them  mortallyi  was  forced  to  ftrike  to 
the  Junon  of  thirty-four  guns,  twenty-eight  of  which  were 
twelve  pounders  and  fix  fix  pounders,  and  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  men,  commantkd  by  tlie  Vifcount  de  Beaumont* 
The  Junon,  from  her  great  fuperiority,  fuffcred  but  little  in 
the  a^iion.  The  Fox  was  carried  into  Breft,  where  the  fick 
and  wounded  had  the  greateft  care  taken  of  them.  Captain 
Windfur  was  fo  fevereiy  wounded  in  tlic  right  arnii  that  he 

*  See  N0t<  1X4* 
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was  unabk  fo  write,  and  Mr.  Hcriie,  his  Firft  Lieutenant,  at 
his  rcqucft,  infornicil  the  Admirahy  of  this  gallant  but  unfor- 
tunate aiflion.  Admiral  Keppel,  not  haviiv^  been  ab!e  to  find 
the  French  fleet»  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  28th  of  Odober* 

The  moft  delicate  and  difagreeable  fubje^,  that  occurs 
throughout  thcTe  Memoirs,  now  fills  under  conlkk ration. 
From  the  praifes  bciiowcd  by  Admiral  Keppel,  in  his  public 
letter  of  the  30th  of  July^  on  the  Admirals,  Captains,  and 
officers,  who  ferved  under  him,  the  nation  had  tlie  pleafufc  to 
imajrin.',  iljat  the  greateft  lurmony  had  fubfiilcJ  amonjj  the 
Commanders,  although  their  endeavours  had  not  been  attend- 
ed with  all  the  fucccfs  which  there  was  reaibn  to  expe^.  T9 
Hate  the  unhappy  mifundcrdanding  which,  at  this  time,  took 
pl.icc  bet vvceii  Avir.ii:  .lib  Kcppcl  and  Paliifer,  is  a  l^ik  extreme- 
ly dilF.cuIt.  it  is  a  lubjcQ,  on  which  the  rage  of  party  flamed 
with  fuch  unprecedented  violence,  that  it  ts  almoft  tmpofiblcs 
even  now,  to  enter  on  its  detail,  witliout  incurring  the  fuH 
picina  of  partialir;.'.  Dlfwi^am^ng  fuch  a  cluir^^c,  ackiiowlco'g- 
i:);^  that,  in  fome  inftancci,  blame  attaehed  to  both  parties^ 
and  far  from  wilbing  to  offend  either  of  themi  it  (hall  be  the 
peculiar  care  of  the  Writer  of  thefe  Memoirs,  to  ptefeAt  hie 
readers  with  a  finiple  and  ccnclij  ndrr.uivc  of  facls,  wiciiou: 
attempting  to  bias  their  judgment.  By  examining,  with  the 
attention  which  he  thinks  they  may  defezve,  all  the  authentid 
papers  and  publications  to  which  this  unh:)]^py  confromfy 
give  rife,  and  which  are  flill  in  tlie  hands  of  the  public,  every 
one  (hall  be  left  to  form  an  opinion  for  liimAflf,  on  the  merits 
of  the  queftion. 

It  is  well  known,  that  Admiral  Keppel  and.  Sir  Hugh  Pailt- 
fcr*werc  attached  to  oppofitc  parties  in  the  Bntifh  Senate,  of 
which  they  were  both  numbers.  The  bttcr  b^'in^^  rlofrlv  ron- 
ncfled  with  Adminiftration,  was  it  that  time  one  of  the  I  -ds 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admirahy,  Lieutenant-General  of  Ma« 
rines,  and  Goremof  of  Scarborough  Caftle.  He  was  likewiie 
fuppofed  to  poHefs  in  a  h'l^h  df^ree,  the  conrKi<  ncc  of  the  Fird 
LOtd  of  the  Admiraiiy.    Uu  the  contrary,  the  former  was 

looked 
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looked  upon  as  an  ofiicer  forced  011  the  Miaiilrjf,  who  owed 
hts  being  employed  in  that  expedition  to  hb  popularity  with 
tlie  nation  in  general  \  tn  whofe  opinion*  as  well  as  in  that  of 
the  fervlcc  to  which  he  belonged,  he  (loodvcry  high.  In  tlicic 
two  particulars,  the  Admiral  and  Vice- Admiral  were  peculiar- 
ly Keippy  s  for  both  weie  regarded  as  officers  of  great  bravery 
and  merit.  Unfortunately  for  Britain,  both  of  them  were  in 
a  great  meafure  driven  from  her  fervicc,  and  their  very  fupe- 
rior  abilities  loft  to  their  country,  by  rlie  otficious  condu£(  of  a 
peribn  who  has  never  yet  prefumeU  to  avow  his  name.  Under 
the  m^fk  of  a  feigned  fignaturei  this  perfon  intended  to  give  a 
mortal  (Ub  to  Admintftration  and  their  adherents,  by  imputing 
the  fafcty  of  die  French  fleet,  on  the  27th  of  July,  folely  to 
the  mifconducl  of  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer  9  who,  he  averred,  had 
fiot  obeyed  the  iignala  of  Admiral  Keppel,  and  had  thereby 
ppevented  thtt  officer  from  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  after* 
noon  of  that  day.  This  attack  upon  the  character  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  appeared  in  a  paragraph  in  a  newfpaper,  called 
the  Morning  Intelligenceri  of  the  15th  of  October.  Happy 
had  it  been  for  the  nationi  as  well  as  for  the  ilea  fenrice,  if  it 
had  never  appeared  ;  as  the  aecuiation  could  anfwer  no  good 
purpofc,  und  has  been  prnJuctlve  of  the  mod  mifchicvous  con- 
iei^nces.  Had  the  nuibchaviour  of  Sir  Hugh  Falliier  been 
u  grob  as  the  author  of  that  paragraph  affirmed  it  to  be^  it  is 
not.  likely  that  the  pnbUc  fliould  have  remained  ignoram  of  it» 
from  the  27th  of  July  to  the  15th  of  0£lobcr  j  or  that  Admiral 
Keppel  would  have  again  gone  to  lea  with  an  Admiral,  who 
had  behaved  fo  unlike  an  officer  in  light  of  the  whole  fleet. 

A  perfon  feeling  the  conicioofiiefs  of  innocence,  which  Sir 
Hugh  PaUifer  moft  certainly  did  in  a  very  high  degree,  could 
not  fail  to  be  greatly  hurt,  by  becoming  the  objecl  of  fo  ground- 
icis  an  afperlion.  He  waited  impatiently  unui  Admiral  Kep- 
pel eame  to  Londoiit  when  he  made  known  to  him  the  calum* 
flies  that  had  been  eaft  upon  his  chara^er»  and  requefted  him 
to  fign  a  papci,  cuair.idu  ling  uffertioni  iu  hurtfal  u  his  re- 

putaiuon.   Tlus  papcr»  he  wiih^^  to  infert  in  one  of  the  newi* 
VOL.  XT.  E  E  papers. 
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papers,  for  the  purpofe  of  filencing  the  il  inders  that  liad  beca 
fo  induftrioitily  circnlated  agatnll  him.  But  here,  tbe  deimm 
of  patty  rage,  which  cxtinguiOies  every  noble  prindpk  f&  the 
human  bread,  unfortunately  interpofcd,  and  exerted  her  mal- 
evolent influence.  This  rcqucft  was  refufed,  as  it  appeared  to 
be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  a 
great  fleet,  to  contradi^  an  anonymous  author  in  a  newfpaper. 
An  interview  took  place  between  the  two  Admirals ;  which, 
far  from  tciuhng  fo  heal  their  diilcrence  in  opinion,  rather 
foftered  mutual  fufpicions  of  each  other,  which  accelerated  the 
-progfefs  of  this  mtfnnderftanding  to  a  very  difagrceable  ifliie» 
On  the  one  hand,  the  Vice- Admiral  wailed  to  believe,  tbat 
by  being  refufed  what  he  deemed  a  reafonablc  requcft,  the  afier- 
tions  injurious  to  hi«  reputation  were  fandioned  by  Adniir-il 
Kcppel.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Admhral  fufpeded,  that  Sir 
Hugh  Pallrfer  was  ailing  by  the  advice  of  his  principal  friends 
and  fupporters,  and  that  by  artfully  getting  him  to  fign  a  vindica- 
tion of  his  conduct,  might  funnih  the  IMiiiilliy  M  \ih  a  pretext 
for  transferring  the  whole  blame  to  himfelf.  He  was,  bcTides, 
unwilling  to  comply  with  the  wiihes  of  a  pafty^  which  he  had 
no  reaibn  to  confider  as  friendly  to  him*  Thus  both  becane 
irritated,  and  were  carried  lengths  which,  perhaps,  the  kind 
interpofition  of  a  few  difpaiiionate  friends  might  have  pre- 
vented. Fortunate  indeed  it  would  have  been,  if,  by  fuck 
means,  two  men  had  been  reconciled^  whofe  a^ims  ted  Cir- 
quently  redounded  to  their  own  and  to-  Hieir  country's  honom*. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  publiihed,  in 
the  newfpaperS)  a  vindication  of  himfelf  $  in  which  he  affirmed^ 
that  he  was  not  the  caufe  of  preventing  the  French  fleet  ftoBi 
being  attacked  on  die  27th  of  July  :  and  in  proof  of  his  afler- 
tion,  acconjp  inied  it  with  a  long  detail  of  what  had  occurred 
on  board  the  Formidable  on  that  day.  On  the  2d  of  December, 
wheir  the  navy  efttmates  came  before  the  Uoofe  ol  Commons, 
in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  a  Member  (aid,  that  the  aftioo  of 
the  27th  of  July  demanded  an  inquiry.  Admiral  Keppel  fpoke 
in  Ills  own  rindicatioa,  and  did  not  exculpate  the  \'ice-i\dn^  1  r^] 
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from  what  h^td  been  alkdged  agaittft  htm }  bat  deciared,  that 
after  the  {iep  he  had  taken,  of  giving  an  account  of  the  adkm 
in  a  newfpaper,  he  would  never  fail  with  him  again.  This  de- 
termined Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  accufe  the  Admiral,  and  to  im- 
pute to  his  mifcoiidu£l  the  unfuccefsful  termination  of  the  action 
of  the  17th  of  Jaly :  and  accordingiy,  on  the  ninth  of  Decem- 
ber following,  he  fent  five  charges  againft  him  to  the  Board  of 
Admir  alty.*  After  confulcrin;:^  them,  the  Board  lent  them,  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  to  Atliairal  Keppel^  with  notice 
io  prepare  for  his  trial; 

When  this  proceeding  came  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons^, 
the  condu£l  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  was  feverely  reprehend- 
ed, as  precipitate  in  the  extreme  }  and  it  was  ailedged,  that 
they  ought  to  have  confidered  well,  whether  or  not  a  Court- 
martial  fliould  have  been  granted  at  all.  Sereral  naval  officers. 
Members  of  the  Houfe,  whofe  names  refle£lb  honour  on  their 
profeflion,  fpake  in  terms  of  high  approbation  of  both  the  Ad- 
mirals, and  lamented  the  unhappy  difference  between  them. 
Some  of  th^m  remarked,  that  the  anonymous  libel  which  had 
appeared  in  the  Mnfming  tntelligencer,  and  of  which  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  had  complained  to  Admiral  Kcppcl,  (houldhavc 
h'cn  difregarded  by  him  as  beneath  his  notice; 

The  public  papers  were  daily  filled  ftrith  Icftters  and  pan- 
l^raphs  relating  tb  this  unfbrhmate  bufineft :  aiui  the*  whole 
km;;  lom'was  put  in  a  ferment  about  it.  Admiral  Keppel  was, 
of  all  the  flag-olficers,  mod  ef^ecmed  by  the  people,  and  alfo 
highly  refpc^led  in  the  navy.  To  thefe  circumftances  it  mufl 
be  added,  that  his  numerous  great  coRne£Houa  and  pdittcal 
friends,  who  ftrongly  adhered  to  him  on  this  occafion,  made 
the  ftcp  taken  by  Sir  Hugh  P  illifcr  appear  extremely  unpopul  ;r-, 
and  that  on  the  30th  of  December,  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  Admtr<d 
of  the  White;  prefented  a  itrf  ftrong  Memorial  to  the  King,- 
figned  by  hhnfelf  and  efeveir  other  Admirals,-  relative  to  the 
^Ofldu6l  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  this  affair.f 

Oa  account  of  the  delicate  Rate  ui  Admiral  Keppel's  health, 

£  £  2  atf 
*  See  Note  115.  f  See  Note  ir6b' 
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an  a£l  of  Parliament  was  pafTcci,  before  the  Chriftmas  rccefs, 
for  having  his  trial  on  Ihorc,  iiuUaii  of  holding  it  on  bo^rd  of 
fliip^  as  the  former  had  ordered.  It  accordingly  com- 
mencedy  on  the  feventh  of  January,  I779»  at  the  Governor's 
kottfe  in  Portfmouth.  The  Court-martial  was  compoCed  of 
Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Krit.  Admiral  cf  the  \\  i,;ic,  Prcfideiit  :  X'ice- 
Admirals  Buckle  and  Montagu;  Rcar-Adm  im1'>  Arbutlmot 
ajid  Roddam  y  Captains  Milbank,  F.  S.  Drake,  Parry,  Ben- 
net,  Bottler,  Moatray,  Duncan,  and  Cranfton.  Judge  Ad« 
vocatc,  Mr.  Jackfon.*  The  Cour;;  ccjnrinucd  r.iLlng  uutil  the 
ith  of  February,  when  they  pronounced  fentencc.f 
The  acquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel  gave  great  fntisfadlion  at 
Portfrnottth  ;  the  town  was  illuminated  :  and  the  fame  fpirit 
fprcad  all  the  way  to  London,  where  the  bonfires,  illumina- 
tions, and  other  dcmonilraiiuns  of  joy,  exceeded  all  defcrip- 
tion.  It  would  have  been  well,  tf  this  fpirit  had  exhauiled  it* 
felf  in  harmkfs  ezpreffions  of  gladnefs :  but  the  mob,  getting 
drunk,  committed  the  mod  fliameful  outrages.  After  flioving 
great  infolcnce,  they  proceeded  to  bicak  the  windows  of  fever  a  I 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  v^hom  they  fufpedlcd  to  be  friends 
of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  forced  their  way  into  the  houles  of  Lord 
Sandwich,  Lord  North,  and  others  i  greatly  damaged  the 
fiirinuire,  and  were  with  much  dilTiculty  tliivcn  out  by  a  party 
of  the  military.  In  Pall  Mall,  they  completely  dexxiolilhed  the 
hottfe  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  made  his  efeape  juft  in  time 
to  fave  his  life.  Such  proceedings  could  bring  honour  to  no 
party.  The  friends  of  Admiral  Keppel  carried  every  thing  be* 
fore  them :  and  although  mod  of  them  were  in  the  party 
denominated  tlie  oppo(ition,  or  tlie  minority,  they  fucoeeded 
in  procuring  a  vote  of  thanks  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to 
the  AdmiraL  This  honour  was  conferred  unantmoufly  by  the 
Iloufe  of  Lords-,  and  with  only  one  duiciiiiug  voice  in  the 
Houfc  of  CQmmon&.  The  Losd  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Loo* 

don 

.  •  Wr  fTi  il  ;ic'  takt.  up  the  reader' i  time  w  :u  i  dctai!  of  thr  proceeding*  of  the 
Cvui'i-iu.iUiul,  bul  rcicr  him  to  tl.c  trial,  s%  pubUiiiied  by  au:;.oiity. 

t  See  Note  117. 
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<!on  ulfo  voted  him  the  freedom  of  the  city;  which  was,  by 
their  OFiie IS,  prefcnted  to  him  in  a  box  matie  of  heart  of  oak. 

Sir  Hugh  railifer  perceiving  fuch  a  tide  of  popularity  againft 
him,  refigned  bis  office  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty)  and  his 
place  of  Lieutenant-General  of  Marines ;  and  alfo,  vacated  his 
feat  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  .Scarborough  in  Yorkflilrc. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  the  Lords  Cominiirioncrs  of  the  Ad- 
ttitraltj  fignedan  order  for  the  trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer»  Bart. 
Vke-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  by  a  Court-martial  at  Portfmouth, 
Xhis  order  wa-,  ..Jthcilcil  to  Vlcc-Aaaiirul  Darby,  fecoinl  in 
command  at  tlut  place.  The  trial  commenced  on  board  the 
Sandwich  man  of  war*  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  on  Monday^ 
April  1 2th)  1779*  'I*^^  Court  wascompofed  of  George  Dar« 
by,  Efqi  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue,  Prefident :  Robert  Digby, 
Efq;  Rear- Admiral  uf  the  Blue;  Captains  .Sir  Chaluncr  Ogle, 
Knt.  Richard  KcmpcnfeJt,  Jofeph  Peyton,  William  Baine, 
Mtrk  RobinfoUi  Adam  Duncan,  Samuel  Cranfton  Goodall, 
James  Cranfton,  Robert  Linzee«  John  Colpoys,  and  GeorgC 
Jlobinion  AValtcrs  :  Georpe  Jackfon,  LUj^  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Commifiion  from  liie  Admiralty,  for  trying  the  Vice- 
Admiral,  fet  forth : — That  as  there  appeared  feveral  cir* 
«  comftances,  in  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel, 

of  a  criminating  nature  againfl  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hugh 

Pallilcr,  wliicli  ret^ulred  a  very  icrious  invciligalion,  they 

direct  the  Court-martial  to  inquire  into  thefc  circumdances.**^ 
It  was  figned  SANDWICH. 

J.  B0LLER. 
LISBURNE. 
MULGRAVE. 

The  Judge  Advocate  produced  the  original  minutes  of  Ad* 
tmral  Keppel's  trial ;  and  aiked  the  Court,  Whether  the  trial 
fiiould  proceed  unuu  p.irtkular  criminating  parts,  or  upcn  the 
minutes  at  large  ?  The  rcfolutioii  was,  to  try  the  prUoiicr  on 
the  minutes  at  large. 

The  trial  clofed  ofi  the  3d  of  Ma?  :  when,  after  two  days 
Coniidti aUon,  on  the  5th,  ihey  pronoUwucd  f^iucnce** 

£  £  3  Afcei 
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After  io  unbiaiTed  a  teftimony  in  favour  of  a  brrive  man,  it 
tnight  have  been  reafonably  ezpe£fce|iy  that  this  diiagreeable 
afiair  would  have  come  to  ^in  end,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  refent- 
jnciu  would  luve  tlroppcd  j  but  quite  the  reverfe  was  the  cafe. 
When  Sir  Cliarles  Hardyi  Governor  of  Grcenwicli  Hofpital, 
diedi  his  Majefty  qonfened  that  office  on  Sir  Hugh  FaHifcr,  as 
fome  lecompence  for  the  facrifices  he  had  made :  and  during 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  a  vacancy  happening  by  dcuth 
for  the  borough  of  Huntingdon,  Sir  Hugh  was  elc£ted  mem- 
ber for  that  place.    He  had  npt  long  taken  his  feat,  when  an 
attack  was  inade  on  him,  and  on  the  Minifter  for  the  Marine 
Department,  for  conferring  on  him  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital.    This  was  clone  on  the  4th  of  Dcccinbcr, 
1779,  by  the  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox  j  who,  after  a  fpeech 
of  conijderable  length,  faid|  that  he  hoped  that  the  fentenoe  of 
the  Court-martial,  who  tried  Sir  Hugh  Pa)Iifer,  would  be 
moved  for  after  the  holidays  :  at  which  time  he  did  net  fcruplc 
to  avow,  that  his  (nii  principal  motive  for  ii  was,  that  the 
Yird  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  prpmoted  an  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  been  convicted  of  having  preferred  a  ma- 
licious and  ill-founded  charge  againil  hib  fuperior  officer,  &c. 
This  fpecch  was  anfwcrcd  in  a  very  able  manner  by  Lord  Norrb. 
As  foon  as  he  fat  down,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  rofe,  and  after  a 
Ihort  but  very  pertinent  preface,  requefted  the  leave  of  the 
Houfe  to  read  a  few  thoughts  and  obfervations,  which  he  had 
comniittcd  to  paper,  as  fome  defence  of  tlie  mod  injured 
chara^er  in  the  kingdom  ;  well  knowing  how  unqualihed  he 
was  to  fpealt  in  public,  both  from  want  of  cuftom  and  want  of 
abilities.    This  reqneft  was  granted :  and  the  Vice-Admind 
read  ouc  oi  the  ablell  performance^,  that  \v«isevcr  heard  v  ithin 
the  walls  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons.    It  was  foon  after  print- 
ed.   Sir  Robert  Smith  moved,  tha(  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
the  trial  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  fentence 
pafTcd  on  him,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  ;  and  his  motion  was 
ieconded  and  canicd.    On  the  firft  of  February,  1780,  Mr. 
Fox  brought  his  motion  agaisilt  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  for  the 
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appcnntineat  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  be  GoTcrnor  of  Greea* 
wich  Hofpltal.    He  made  a  long  and  able  fpcech  in  fupport  of 

has  motion  ;  nor  were  the  anfwers  made  to  it  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate  any  way  interior  to  k.  5ir  Hugh  Pallifer  again 
fpoke  in  his  own  vindication  :  and  moil  of  the  principal 
Ipeakcfs  in  the  Houfe  took  a  (bare  in  the  debate.  Lord  North 
mo?ed  for  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Fox's  motion ;  which  wa« 
i^^recd  to,  the  votes  being  two  huadrcd  Mid  lourtccu  agiliift 
«)ne  Iiundrcd  and  forty onine. 

We  wiU  not  prefume  to  obtrude  thi«  difagreeable  bufineft 
•n  the  reader  any  farther;  but  beg  kave  to  refer  fuch  as  wifh 
for  more  particular  details  to  the  trials  at  large>  which  were 
printed  by  authority. 

This  unfortunate  war,  between  the  parent  ibte  and  its 
North  American  colonies,  produced  inftances  of  depravity  in 
individuals,  that  are  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  hiftory.  This 
year  alTords  one  oi  :i  w  rcich,  who,  without  any  moave  of  re- 
ientmcnty  took  up  arms  againil  Britain,  with  the  view  of  en* 
riching  himfeif  by  the  depredations  he  hoped  to  make  at  lea  & 
and  obtaining  the  command  of  a  privateer,  put  to  fea  under 
tJie  AniciiLan  flj^  ui  ihntccn  llripcs.  This  mifcreant  was  a 
John  Paul.  He  had  been  empAoyed  about  tJie  Earl  of  Selkirk** 
as  an  untter  gardener ;  but,  on  account  of  diihoneily,,  had  been 
difmifled  his  Lordfliip's  fervice  with  diigrace*  He  then  betook 
hirofelf  to  fea,  and  made  Ceveral  voyages  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  he  got  the  comuiaiui  of  a  vcfi'el.  He  was  at  Pifcataway 
foon  after  the  rebellion  broke  out  ^  and  being  of  no  eiteem 
anumg  hit  own  countrymen,  that  he  might  conceal  his  being  a 
BritiCh  fubje£l,  he  aflumed  the  name  of  Paul  }ones.  Taking 
a  violent  pari:  iii  favu^r  the  eiJ  i  iVj  being  thought  a  perfon 
of  an  cnterpriiing  fpirii,  and  rtpicieiumg  the  migluy  feats 
which  he  could  perform  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  with  which 
he  was  well  acquainted,  he  got  the  command  of  a  rebel  priva- 
teer at  that  place.  She  was  called  the  Revenge,  mounted 
eighteen  carriage  guns,  bLiidcs  fv.ivtlis,         hail     ciew  of  one 

hundxcd  and  hfty  men*   lie  appeared  oii  ihc  bcuiii0i  coait 
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early  in  the  mMith  of  April,  and  made  feteral  prize9i  wliidi 
he  fent  to  Breft.   Hi*  next  exploit  was  an  attempt  to  Iram  the 

lliippiiig  in  the  iKirl-our  of  Whitehaven.  This  lie  tricU  on  the 
23d  of  April ;  and  bi&  plan  would  have  fucceeded  to  his  wiiha 
sf  one  of  his  people,  whom  he  landed  on  this  fenrice,  had  not 
ikferted  and  alarmed  the  inhahitants.  About  three  in,  the 
morning,  his  boats  lanJcd  iliiay  men  without  being  obieivcL!. 
They  fpikcd  the  guns  on  the  batteries,  laid  matches  on  board 
g£  feveral  veflels,  to  which  they  fet  fire  and  then  made  cff^ 
As  ibon  as  the  deferter  perceived  the  boats  put  oWf  he  knocked 
at  feveral  doors  tn  Martboroagh-ftreef,  and  warned  the  people 
of  their  danger.  The  alarm  was  immediately  fprcad,  the 
people  turned  out  in  great  number^,  and  fortunately  came  in 
good  time  to  extinguiCh  the  flames*  fiy  the  delay  of  a  few 
minutes,  not  the  ihipping  only,  but  the  whole  town  wovld 
have  bccii  in  a  blaze  :  and  as  it  was  deavl  low  water,  iheir  de- 
itrudtion  would  have  been  inevitable.  Several  vetTels,  howeveri 
were  much  fcorched.  From  the  coaft  of  Cumberland,  he  (leer* 
ed  towards  that  of  Scotland  1  and  on  the  fame  day,  between 
ten  and  eleven,  he  landed  a  ftrong  party  at  St.  Mary's  ISc, 
(the  feat  of  Lord  Selkirk)  about  two  nuies  from  the  town  of 
Kirkcudbright.  His  deiign  was  to  ha\^  feized  on  his  Lord- 
Ihip's  perfon,  and  to  have  revenge  for  being  tamed  off  htm 
liisiernce,  either  by  carrying  him  off  prifoner,  or  by  extorting 
from  him  a  large  raTifi  ni.  The  party  furrounded  the  houfe, 
and  being  difapp  in  ted  in  their  prize,  three  or  four  fellows^ 
each  with  two  piftois  at  his  fide,  a  mufquet  and  fixed  bayonet, 
entered  it.  They  defired  to  (ee  the  Lady  of  the  houfe ;  and  • 
Upon  her  nppcaring,  wuli  a  ml\:urc  ct  rudenefs  and  civility, 
they  told  her  who  they  were,  and  infilled  that  all  the  plate  in 
the  houfe  mud  be  immediately  delivered  to  them.  Lady  Sel- 
kirk behaved  with  great  compofare  and  piefence  of  mind.  She 
gave  orders  that  the  plate  fhould  be  immediately  delivered  to 
them  j  and  Mr.  Jonejj's  nu  n  marched  oiT  with  it,  without 
making  any  farther  demands.  On  the  fame  evening,  the  pri« 
Tateer  came  off  the  entrance  of  fielfaii  Loch,  Mid  made  price 
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of  feteral  fifiiifig  veflels^    His  MajeHy's  floop  the  Drake,  of 

fourteen  guns  aad  one  hundred  men,  comm -mded  by  Captain 
George  Burdon»  was  at  anchor  a  little  above  Carrickfcrgus. 
This  officer  mtftaktiig  the  privateer  for  a  merchant  fliip,  fent 
his  bos!  to  ptefs  her  meo.  Jones  detained  the  boat,  and  ilood 
out  to  i  ja.  i  lie  Drake  followed,  and  on  coming-  up  v/itli  i};c 
phvateer»  a  (hort  aiSlton  took  place  ,  but  the  darkneis  of  the 
jiight  Separated  them.  Next  morning  it  was  renewed :  and 
after  a  Tery  warm  eng. ^gement>  which  lafted  an  hour  and  drt 

mir.iuei,  the  Hoop  was  obligctl  to  (Irike.  Captaui  Jiurdori 
and  his  Lieutenant  were  killed,  and  twenty-two  men  were 
killed  or  wounded. .  Tiie  Drake  had  aifo  one  of  her  topmafU 
Ihot  away.  During  the  a£tton9  Jones  kept  all  his  prifonen 
in  irons ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was  over,  he  put  them  into  the 
billing  boats  he  had  taken,  and  fent  them  on  (hore. 

Jones  then  proceeded  with  his  prize  to  Brefti  where  he  met 
with  two  mortifications.  He  made  a  moft  pompous  report  of 
his  cfuize  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the  lehel  agent  at  Paris ;  but  in- 
flead  of  bellowing  on  lum  the  commendations  he  ex  peeled, 
the  Doctor  reprobated,  in  the  levered  terms,  the  phindering 
of  Lord  Selkirk's  houfe )  and  even  delired  that  the  Uolcn  gooda 
might  bereftored.  On  infpedion,  the  fiiver  work  was  found 
to  be  of  little  value,  being  mollly  plated. 

The  Jupiter  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Reynolds, 
(now  Lord  Ducie)  in  company  with  the  Medea  of  twenty«etght 
guns>  commanded  by  Captain  James  Montagu,  being  on  a  cruize 
off  the  ifland  of  Sazargo,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
^oth  of  OfVobcr,  with  a  wtiierly  wind,  gave  tli.i^e  to  a  f];ip  to 
kcward.  About  lixinthe  evenin^/,  the  Jupiter  gutcJofe  alonglidc, 
and  began  a  very  bhik  a£kion«  whichthe  chace  returned  with  great 
ipirit :  but  after  the  combat  had  continued  for  two  hours,  the 
the  enemy's  fliip  dropped  aftem,  and  Captain  Reynolds  being 
dofc  in  with  the  land,  wr.i,  under  the  nectllity  of  hauling  oft*, 
in  order  to  clear  it.  At  tliis  time^  the  night  being  very  dark^ 
and  blowing  freih,  the  enemy  made  oiFj  and  Captain  Reynolds 
iofk  fight  both  of  bis  antagonift  and  of  tlie  Medea,  which  liad 
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raked  the  enemy's  (hip  once  or  twice  during  the  a£kioii«  The 
Jupiter  had  three  men  killed^  three  mortaUy  and  eight  flight] y 

vv-ouiuicvl  i  uikI  her  niaiib,  y;\ri'--,  i.il<:>,  and  r^ggij'^,  ^  good 
deal  damaged.  Captain  Reyooids  put  into  Liibon  to  repair 
the  Jupiter ;  and  was  there  informed^  that  the  ihip  he  had 
engaged  was  the  Triton,  a  French  (hip  of  war  mounting  (ixty- 
four  guns,  commanded  by  M.  de  Ligondier,  and  that  Ihc  had 
thirteen  men  killcil  and  thirty  wounded  in  the  aclion. 

A  confidcrahic  fquadron  was  got  ready,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  Commodore  Rowley.  It  was  ordered  out 
to  reinforce  the  fleet  at  the  Leeward  I(land$»  and  was  to  take 
under  its  protedlion  a  fleet  of  E.ill  India  Comp my's  fliips,  fa 
far  as  tiieir  voyages  lay  together*  That  they  might  run  no  rilk 
of  heing  attacked  by  any  detachment  from  the  enemy's  fleet  at 
Brefty  a  ftrong  fciuadron,  under  the  command  of  Lord  ShuM- 
ham,  was  ordered  to  fail  in  company  with  the  fhips  under 
Commodore  Rowley,  and  to  fee  them  faiily  into  the  weflcm 
ocean.  Thz  whole  put  to  fea  from  Spithead  on  the  26th  of 
December  but  molt  unfortunately,  on  the  28thy  when  off* 
the  Berry-head,  it  then  blowing  a  frefh  breeze,  the  fleet  under 
clofc -reefed  topfails,  tlie  wliul  at  S.  W.,  hi.^  Mrtjcl^y's  fliip  the 
Kuflell  being  near  the  London  Ea(t  India  ihip,  and  Commo- 
dore Drake  finding  that  he  could  not  weather  her,  they  being 
on  contrary  tacks,  bore  away;  at  which  time,  the  London 
clapped  her  helm  a-weatlier,  and  the  two  fhips  ran  on  board 
of  each  other  with  great  violence.  The  London  had  her  bow- 
i'prit  and  fore-maft  carried  away,  and  her  how  ftove  m.  She 
was  otherwife  fo  much  damaged,  that  (he  funkf  in  half  an 

hour 

*  See  Note  1x9. 

I  On  board  the  London  \va»  a  valuable  jewel,  (a  pear*).  The  propiletor  h^?! 
g  veil  a  toniiderablc  fum  of  money  for  it,  but  did  not  know  the  full  tskiciu  *<1  iu 
value,  until  it  waji  Hicv/t.  to  foiiic  gentlemen  of  the  Roy,il  Sockty.  ft  wa*  A.T.t 
fo  Peterfburg,  wid  there  cffcrcd  to  the  Einprc]»  for  unc  hundred  and  itxty 
thdufand  rubles,  which  were  rcfulcd.  A  ic>v  niinutcs  before  thi.  Lnndv^n  wtiTt 
r.-.\\u,  Captain  Daniel  Webb,  (/n*  Con.niauJir)  ncoUtciing  tiiat  lie  h^o  luc/i 
an  ;*ruck'  under  his  care,  at  the  ha/.^rd  vi  hi>  hfc,  Ocppcd  into  hii  cubiii  and 
faved  it.  It  was  faiJ,  tiiat  the  proprietor,  when  informed  of  fuch  s-iii^uiAr 
piece  of  fcrvicc,  in  grat.luuv  n,.>il'  :i  vijii..::',;  i  y  oficr  ttt  tl;c  CaptiUil  Oi  A  COuL- 
deiablc  iharcox  tkcjcwdj  wiucuhc  gtxawuJdy  rcfttfcd. 
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Ipoar  after  the  accident :  and  of  one  hundred  and  lixty  or 

fcventy  people  flic  had  on  board,  only  fixty  were  favcd.  Upon 
the  London  making  the  fignal  of  diftrefs,  every  ihip  ncar<;julca- 
vonfedf  as  much  as  poITible,  to  a&il  her.  In  addition  to  this 
tfttif  melancholy  dtfafter,  a  man  of  wai^s  boat,  which  had 
*  fyftd  near  a  dozen  of  the  London's  crew,  in  attempting  to  favc 
more  of  them,  unfortunately  got  dirviXly  over  the  phce  where 
the  London  funk,  was  drawn  down  by  the  futtion  of  it,  and 
^1  on  board  periflied.  More  of  this  unfortunate  crew  might 
bave  been  prefenred,  if,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  fave  the  ihin, 
they  had  not  kept  too  long  at  the  .pump?.  The  Ruflell,  which 
lud  her  cut- water  and  head  carried  away,  and  her  bowiprit 
iprnog,  faved  fourteen  of  them  )  but  fhe  was  fo  much  dam* 
aged,  that  the  Admiral  fent  her  back  to  Portfoiouth  to  bo 
repaired. 

The  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  cruizers  this  year  was  confidcr- 
Mc,  iq  capturing  a  number  of  very  valuable  French  merchant* 
men  I  and  alfo  Dutch  (hips,  which  had  warlike  (tores  on 
board,  or  produce  of  the  French  colonies.    Captain  Henry 

Trollope,  who  conimaiuied  the  Kite  cutter,  drove  nfliore  a 
large  French  iliip  near  the  clitfs  of  Calais,  and  deitroyed  her. 
He  took  feven  valuable  prizes  in  one  cruise ;  among  which 
was  De  Vreyheidy  a  Dutch  (hip  of  lis  hundred  tons,  laden 
with  mails  and  planks,  bmiiKi  for  Brefl,  mkI  valued  at  40,000!. 
On  affurance  being  given  to  the  mailer,  that  his  (hip  (hoidd 
be  fcitored,  and  his  freight  paid,  he  acknowledged  the  cargo 
to  be  French  property.  The  Shaftefbury  privateer  took  Le 
Guyenne  of  feven  hundred  tons,  and  twenty-fix  guns,  from 
Martinico  to  Bourdenux,  having  on  board  one  thoufand  hogf- 
heads  of  fugar,  befides  coiTee,  tobacco,  and  indigo,  the  whole 
valued  at  50,0001.*  The  Sarah  privateer  of  Liverpool  took  the 
Ainuible  Magdalina,  from  Guadaloupe  to  Nantz,  with  a  cargo 
of  fngar,  codce,  cotton,  fixiccu  ihoufand  lbs.  of  ivory,  up- 
wards of  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  valued  a!to|  ctlier  at  40,000!. 
fht  following  lift  will  fhow,  that  the  iofs  of  the  French  £ait 
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India  Company,  which  they  fudained  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
jnonthsy  was  great  beyond  example : 

1  Moddle>   ,       Chintt  Porcopiae; 

a  Firme,  Pondicbcnyy  Tartar  «id  Alcacaui^  |Mi««te«fl^I4ficifML 

3  Gafton,  Beogal.         Hairy  and  Two  Brotfaen  da  Jib 

4  CoInpted^^aii»M•urm1l•,      Minerra  and  Raoger        da  BriPA 

5  Canntic,  Setu&PoDdL  Mentor*  ^ 

6  De«E  Anil,*      China,  Knight,         v  prtfatecrt  Ja 

7  Iria.*  Manritiua,      Townfide,  3 

S  Due  d*Aig«illoii»  China,  Rdblntion  prrrateer  of  Qmtnkj* 

9  Aquilott,t  — — «      Pwa-  do.  Liverpool 

The  lolTes  fuftained  this  year  by  his  Majefly's  navy  were 
confiderable.    The  Minervn  of  thirty-two  guns  j  the  Fox  and 
A£llve  of  twenty-eight  guns  each  ;  the  Lively  of  twenty  gooAi 
the  Hekna,  Senegal,  Zephyr,  Drake,  and  Ceres  floops  %  ifae 
Thunder  bomb-ketch ;  the  Hinehenbroke  armed  veflel ;  Aleit 
and  Folkcftonc  cutters;  and  the  York  arul  i.ntcrprize  tenders, 
were  taken  by  the  enemy.    The  Mermaid  was  drove  aihore  bf 
the  enemy  on  Cape  Henlopen,  and  wrecked.   The  }xan^ 
Orpheus,  and  Lark  of  thirty-two  guns;  Cerberus  of  I  wilf 
eight:  guns  ;  the  King's-fil'her  (loop,  and  funic  gallics  of  eight 
guns  each,  were  burnt  at  Rhode  Ifland,  to  prevent  thcju 
falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.    There  the  Flora  of  thittyi-lpo 
guns  and  Falcon  Hoop  were  funk,  for  the  fame  leaibii.  Ike 
Swift  floop  was  burnt  ofF  Cape  Henry,  alfo  for  the  fame  rear 
fon.    The  Somerfct  of  fixty-four  guns  was  wrecked  on  Cape 
Cod.    Tlie  Arethufa  of  thirty-two  guns  was  wrecked  on  Mo- 
lines  ifland,  near  Ufhant.   The  Cupid,  the  Zebra,  tke  JFlip 
con,  the  Difpatch,  the  Spy,  and  Otter  floops,  foundeieiiV 
were  wrecked  in  North  America.    The  crcwa  of  the  Ftlcon 
and  Difpatch  periihcd  along  with  the  fliips-    The  Swallow 
lloop  foundered  coming  from  the  £aft  Indies,  and  aU  «ilija|rt 
periflied*   The  Minerva,  Lively,  Helena,  Seaq^,  tiB^jt, 
and  Ceres,  wcie  in  tlic  courfe  of  the  war  retaken.   ^  ' 

&urs 
■ 

*  Woeboth  wredMd  on  the  Welch  coalik* 
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SffflPS  ADDED  TO  THE  ROTAL  Na7T  THIS  YeAR. 


Guns, 

Guns, 

Alezandefa 

74 

Raleigh, 

3« 

Alfred, 

74 

Medea, 

28 

Cullodcn, 

74 

Pomona, 

28 

Jupiter, 

50 

Refource, 

28 

Jantis, 

44 

Amphatritey 

24 

Convert, 

3* 

Hyaena, 

24 

L'lcoriic, 

3* 

Hydra, 

24 

3* 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  as  dilagreeable  to  the  real  friend  of  his 
country,  as  to  the  Writer  of  thefe  Memoirs,  to  find  the  ene- 
niics  of  Britain  yearly  increafe,  as  (he  grew  more  exhaufted 
with  the  bloody  kind  cxpL:ii;\  j  ccnitL-ll  iIk^  h  id  with  her  Ame- 
rican colonies,  which  had,  unfortunately  for  both  parties, 
lafted  bttt  too  Ipng.   The  Parliament  met  on  the  25th  day  o£ 
November,  1778  :  and  from  the  King's  Speech  to  both  Houiest 
the  nation  clearly  faw,  that  fo  far  from  being  freed  from  the 
calamities  of  war  in  which  they  were  involved,  there  appeared 
but  too  great  a  probability  of  their  being  foon  engaged  in  aa 
additional  conteft,  with  the  two  principal  branches  of  the 
Hottfe  of  Bourbon.    His  Majefty  fatd,  that  he  had  called  thent 
together  at  a  conjuiidure  wh^h  dcinanded  their  moll  fcrious 
coniide  ration  :  for  in  the  time  of  profound  peace,  without  pre- 
tence of  proTocatibn,  or  colour  of  complaint,  the  Court  of 
France  had  not  forborne  to  difturb  the  public  tranquillity,  in 
violation  cf  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  of  the  general  rights  of 
Sovereigns  j  at  fiift  by  the  clandeftine  fupply  of  arms  and 
Other  aid  to  his  revolted  fubjeds  in  North  America  \  after* 
wards  by  avowing  openly  its  determination  to  fupport  them» 
by  entering  into  formal  engagements  with  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion  \  at  length  by  committing  open  hudiliiics  and  depre- 
dations 
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ffations  on  his  faithful  fubjci^s,  aiul  by  nn  a£lual  invafion  ol* 
his  dominions  in  America  and  the  Welt  Indies.  He  truCledp 
that  it  was  unneceflarj  for  him  Co  aflUre  them,  that  tfct  tme 
care  and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  whick  iajjaggj 
htm  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  calamities  of  war,  would 
make  him  detirous  to  fee  a  reiioratioii  of  the  blei&ngs  of  pcace^ 
whenever  it  could  be  efic£fced  with  peife^  honoury  ni  wkh 
fecnrity  to  the  rights  of  diis  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  had  not  neglc£led  to  take  the  proper 
and  necefiary  mcafurcs,  for  difappointing  the  maHgnant  defigns 
of  its  enemies,  and  alfo  for  making  general  reprifnls :  and  aW 
though  his  efiorts  had  not  been  attended  with  all  the  hmtSt^ 
which  the  juftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  vigotir  of  the  tattfdooB 
which  had  been  made,  feemed  to  promifc  ;  yef,  the  cx^nCvc 
commerce  of  his  iubjccls  had  been  protcdled  in  moil  of  iiM 
branches)  and  large  reprifals  had  been  made  upon  the  mjuriow 
aggreiTors,  by  the  vigilance  of  his  fleets^  and  by  the  aB&9€wmi 
enterprifing  fpirit  of  his  people. 

His  Majclty  farther  obfcrvcd,  that  the  great  armaments  o£ 
other  powers,  however  friendly  and  fincete  their  priifi  (Smmg 
and*  however  juft  and  honourable  their  purpoies  nMiy  hnd 
been,  mufl  neceiTarily  engage  their  attention  :  and  that  it 
•would  have  afforded  him  very  great  fatisfa£lion  to  have  in- 
formed them,  that  the  conciliatory  mcafurcs,  planned  by  the 
wifdom  and  temper  of  Parliament^  had  had  the  defired  cfcfl^ 
and  brought  the  troubles  in  Noith  America  to  a  ha^pfj  ua^ 
clufion. 

la  this  fituation  of  affairs,  his  Majedy  faid,  that  tlie  na« 
tional  honour  and  iecurity  called  loudly  upon  them  fat 
moft  a£Hve  exertions ;  arid  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  iMr 

hcartieft  concurrence  aiul  fiipport  :  iur,  added  he,  "  from  the 
«  vigour  of  your  councils,  and  the  conduct  and  intrepidity  of 
«  my  officers  and  forces  by  fea  and  land,  I  hope^  iMtstlSk 

blefling  of  God,  to  derive  the  means  of  vindicadsg  imk^ 
«  taining  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the  intcrcfts  ftf 

people,  againd  all  our  enemies.'' 

With 
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With  the  inereafe  of  enemieS}  the  violence  of  h€Aan  ilid  not 
fubfidc;  and  the  addrdles  in  both  Hoiifes  were  not  canried 

until  nftcT  very  u  arni  debates,  in  which  the  t  on  Ju£^  of  Mi- 
xiiiiij  was  the  ohjet^  of  fevere  animadverfion.  It  would  have 
been  well  for  the  coimtry,  if  ihefe  difpotes  had  .  been  prodtic<- 
tive  of  no  worfe  confcquences  $  bat  the  violence  of  party  rage 
was  fiich,  that  in  tlic  attrxks  made  on  the  mcafiires  of  the 
Minillcr,  the  wcakncfs  of  the  State  was  fo  fully  expofcd  to  the 
▼iew  of  its  enemies,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  ayati  themfelres 
of  the  difcorery.  The  addreis  in  the  Hoiife  of  Commona  was 
carried  by  two  hnndfed  and  twefity-6x  agatnft  one  hundred 
rind  fcvcn.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Fir  (I  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  warmly  aiikiled  on  the  ilate  of  the  navy.  He 
denied  that  its  condition  was  fo  bad  as  had  been  reprefented  $ 
and  owned,  that  Adminiftration  had  been  much  too  flow  both 
in  naval  and  military  preparations;  but  aiiributccl  tliis  tarui- 
neis>  partly  to  the  nature  of  the  Governxnent»  partly  to  a  mif- 
taken  lenity,  and  partly  to  the  afibrdkig  a  greater  debtee  of 
credit  to  Ae  aflbrances  of  oHier  powers*  than  the  erent  had 
warranted.  In  this  Houfe  the  addrefs  wa»  carried,  upon  a 
division,  by  a  majority  of  fixty-feven  agaiiiit  thirty-five.  The 
minority  propofed  to  negative  tlic  whole  of  it. 

In  the  conrfe  of  this  feflton,  leventy  thoofand  men  were 
voted  for  the  iea-ierrice,  tnclndlng  ieventeen  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ciglity-ninc  marines :  and  the  furr.  total  of  the 
fuppiics  granted  by  Farliamentj  amounted  to  iS»1^9*^S^' 
5».  4d.* 

The  Court  of  Madrid  having  now  made  erery  preparation 

for  war,  and  fent  inftruftions  of  its  hoftile  intentions  to  ail 
their  Governors  in  America,  tliought  it  high  time  to  throw 
off  the  maik.  Ic  had  indeed  taken  fuch  (leps,  and  fiiewed  fach 
ftroog  attachment  to  die  Court  of  VerfaiHesy  that  a  public  d^ 
etaration  of  its  defign  to  break  with  Great  Brhain  was  fcarceiy 
a  n.aLt^r  of  furprife.  On  the  30th  of  O^lobcr,  1778,  it  had 
pubiiihed  a  very  interefting  declaration!  which  might  be  con- 

fidered 

*  See  Note  xaik 


44^  NAVAL  AND  ijj^ 

fidettd  as  an  indiredk  approbation  of  the  commeecial  treaty  he^ 

tweeu  FrAiu  c  and  tlie  rcbcHious  colonies  of  North  America  : 
but  it  was  not  uaul  the  i6th  of  JuT^e  foliowing,  that  the  Mar* 
qui$  d'Almociovari  the  Spaotih  Ambafiador  at  London^  dditcr* 
cd  to  Lord  Weymouth,  by  order  of  hU  Catholic  Majedy,  a 
refcrlpt,  in  which  lie  rccltcil  rlic  various  caufes  of  complaint 
which  he  had  againil  Great  l>ritain  i  aiul  ilated,  that  he  had 
often  appiied  in  vain  for  redrefs^  and  wa9  therefore  determined 
no  lopger  to  refrain  from  doing  jultice  to  himiclf  and  his  fubf 
jcHsf  but  to  make  ule  of  the  powera  which  the  Almighty  had 
put  into  his  hands,  for  obtaining  by  force,  the  reparation  of  iii* 
juries,  which  he  could  not  othcrwiie  procure.*  ,lt  well 
known,  that  the  fpecious  leafooa,  held  out  to  the  world  hy  the 
Kling  of  Spain,  as  the  canfes  of  his  adopting  hoftile  loeafaicay 
were  not  his  real  111  utives  for  this  cor.Jacl.  The  fa£^  was, 
that  the  Court  oi  lipain  was  not  iiiciiiied  to  go  to  war  wiih 
Britain  at  this  time  $  but  that  the  twatiea  into  which  it  had 
entered  with  France,  and  the  unceafmg  importunitiea  of  die 
French  Miniftry  for  the  fulfilment  uf  ihefe  treaties,  dragged 
it,  with  reluctance,  into  the  conted.  If  the  Biiiilh  navy  had 
been  in  the  ftate  in  which  it  ought  to  have  been,  Spain  wouid» 
in  all  probabilityt  have  relinqiuthed  her  aUiaace  with  France 
rather  than  have  entered  into  a  war,  in  which  (he  had  mndi  to 
lofc  and  little  to  gain.  Another  ftrong  reafon  for  her  joining 
France  at  this  time,  will  aftcr^vards  fall  under  our  notice. 

On  the  17th  of  June*  a  MeiTage  was  lent  from  the  King  la 
both  Houfes  of  Parlbment,  informing  them  of  the  refcript  de« 
livercd  to  Lord  W  eymouth,  by  his  Catholic  Majefty's  Ambai- 
fador ;  and  llating,  that  in  confequence  of  that  communication, 
he  had  not  onlj  recalled  his  Ambaflador  from  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  hut  had  alfo  taken  die  proper  meafuies  for  icpetting 
fuch  an  unjull:  attack.  Both  Houfcb  returned  the  moll  affec* 
tionate  and  loyal  addreUcs;  ailuring  his  Majefty,  that  they 
would  (land  by  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  fupporc 
him  againft  all  his  enemies.  On  the  1 9th  of  JunCf  a  procla- 
mation 

*  See  l*QU  121, 
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inatioft  was  iflued  for  making  reprifals  on  Spain  ;  and  at  fl,e 
fame  time  another,  containing  regulations  tor  the  didributiori 
of  prizes,  during  fhe  continuance  of  hoftiiiciet  with  thatcoun-^ 
tiy.   The  King  prorogiied  the  Parliament  on  the  3d  of  July ; 
and  on  the  9th,  a  proclamation  was  iflued,  which  informed 
the  public,  that  intelligence  had  been  received  of  an  intended 
in?a(ion  of  the  kingdom  by  the  forces  of  France  and  Spain, 
gave  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to  watch  the  lea^coafts  with 
the  greateft  care,  and  authorifed  them,  upoii  the  firft  approach 
ot  the  enemy,  inimcdi  itcly  to  ruiuove  all  horfes,  oxen,  cattle, 
and  proviiions  to  places  of  fecurity,  at  a  proper  diitance  from 
the  place  where  the  enemy  might  tSiUi  a  defcent« 
'    Government  took  every  precaution  in  its  power  to  defeat  the 
fcnemy's  dcfigiis.  Every  iliip  lit  iur  h  .  was  put  in  cominilTion  ; 
fc?eral  old  ones  were  fitted  up,  manned  with  a  draught  of  old 
failors  from  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  placed  as  floating  batterietf 
at  the  entrances  of  the  rivers  Thames  and  Medway.    In  Eng- 
land, the  Dukes  of  Rutland  and  Ancaftci,  and  tlic  K.irls  of 
Winchclfea  and  Harrington,  fhewed  a  laudable  example,  eachoC 
ihcm  ratfing  a  regiment  of  a  thoufand  men*  The  corps  iraiied  hj 
.  the  three  flrft  of  thefe  patriotic  nohlemen,  were  g^en  to 
officers  of  long  fervice  and  diftinguiflied  merit.    Several  other 
regiments  were  raifed,  fome  of  which  were  given  to  veteran 
<»ificers.    The  £arl,  of  Harrington,  as  foon  as  his  regiment  waii 
completed,  ^mharked  whh  it  for  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  |  and 
continued  to  fcrvc  there,  until  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  A 
fimll  corps  of  dragoons  was  raifed  by  Major  Hoiroyd,  (now 
Lord  Sheifield) :  and  regiments  of  infantry,  (fencibles  which 
had  rank  in  the  army  while  they  continued  embiodied,  but 
*^liich  Were  not  to  quit  the  kingdom)  were  alfo  raifed  by  the  . 
Karl  of  Faucoiibcr^r,  the  Hon.  Ciedrgc  Auguilus  North,  Sir 
Thomas  Egcrton,  (now  Earl  of  Wilton)  and  Major  Lifter, 
(now  Lord  Ribblefdale).  The  Weft  India  merchants  fubfcribed 
<Aoncy  for  Government  to  raife  a  regiment  for  the  defence  of 
the  illand  of  J.iir.;:ica. 
In  Scotlan4j  tiic  fame  military  fpirit  prevailed.    The  Dukes 
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of  Hamilton,  GordoQ^  Argyle,  and  Atholtf,  the  Earl  of  Sea* 

forth,  .md  Loivl  IMactlonalil,  each  pitroiiilcJ  the  rjiimg  of  Jk 
regiment}  and  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Giafgow  railed 
each  a  battalion  at  its  own  expence:  but  the  bltndnefa  of 
party  rage  prerented  the  cil^  of  London  from  imitating  their 
example.  i  hat  the  ii.uion  (houhl  not  be  ckitirute  of  defence, 
while  thofe  brave  men  were  fervitig  their  country,  and  Oghtiag 
her  battles  abroad^  the  Dukes  of  Bttccleagh»  Gordon,  and 
Argyle,  and  theCountefs  of  Sutherland,  railed  each  a  legiment 
pf  fencibles  of  a  thoufand  men. 

Many  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  Great  Britain  offer- 
ed large  bounties,  for  feamen  and  able*bodied  landmen  to 
enter  on  board  his  Majefty's  fleet.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
bounties,  a  confiderable  number  of  Tolunteers  were  obtained : 
but  tike  exigencies  of  Government  were  unfortunately  fo  great, 
that  it  became  neceflary  to  have  recourfeto  the  odious  and  un- 
conftitutioQal  mode  of  impieffing  lieamen  into  the  fernce.  The 
nan  who  could  devife  a  fcheme,  by  which  this  deteftaWc  me»> 
fure  could  be  avoided,  and  the  nnvy  manned  wholly  by  volun- 
teers, would  deferve  the  higheil  reward  his  country  could 
heftow*  By  thefe  means,  in  the  courie  of  a  fortaight,  no 
fewer  than  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ieventy-nine  tnea* 
were  obt. lined,  as  appeared  by  the  returns  made  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, excluiivc  ,o£  what  were  raiied  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

The 


•  LorHon, 

5^7 

Briflol, 

640 

The  Thames  to  the  i>ca^ 

200 

The  Ports  on  the  north  and  ^ 

Ij'lu  u:h, 

46 

fouth  Side  of  thcfiriftoi^ 

Harwichi 

30 

Channel, 

I.ynn, 

ii6 

The  Port^  of  Corow^y 

Yarmouth, 

370 

Piy  mouth. 

Hull, 

420 

Exeter,  &c. 

390 

316 

liric'.port.Poolr.  Wc-ymouih,  &X.500 

Whitehaven, 

38i 

Spithead  and  Portlmouth, 

200 

Liverpool, 

441 

Poru  (roiu  theoce  to  Margate, 

760 

Lane  after. 

I4-Z 

96 

Total, 

6S79 

f  On  the  td  of  July,  erden  arrived  frem  die  Admiralty,  for  the  diftbugcof 
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The  Fafl  Iiuilii  Company  were  not  bchiml  Iiaiul  in  giving' 
every  fupport  to  Government  :  for  at  a  General  Court,  held 
St  their  houfe  in  Leadenhail*(lreet,  June  23d,  three  refoldtioni 
were  unanimouflj  agreed  to,  ▼12.— Firfty  That  this  Cooit  dd 

fufih vviih  offer  a  bounty  of  ihrcc  guineas  each  lo  the  hrft  two 
thoufand  able  Icameti^  two  guineas  each  to  the  firlt  two  tliou- 
fand  ordinar  J  feameri,  and  one  guinea  and  a  half  to  the  firft 
two  thoufand  able-hodied  landmen^  wh6  (hall  TOliintariljr  ente^ 
themfelves  to  ferve  on  board  his  Majefty*s  fleet,  from  and  after 
this  23d  day  of  Jun^  :  and  that  the  faid  relpe^live  bounties  be 
Jiaid  over  and  above  all  other  bounties  whatfoever^  and  without 
fee  or  dedu^iOsl.  Second,  That  this  Company,  at  their  own 
tepence,  and  with  all  poiTible  difpatch^  do  caufe  tO  be  bttilt 
three  fliips  of  war,  of  feventy-four  guns  each,  with  mafts  and 
yards,  to  be  delivered  to  fuch  ofRcer  as  his  Majcfty  (hail  ap- 
point to  receive  them.*  Thirds  That  a  Gommittte  be  appcnnt^ 
ed  to  prepare  arid  draw  op  an  hUmble  addrefs  to  his  Majcftyj  tc^ 
exprefs  our  duty  and  aixcciion,  and  to  convey  thcic  rcfoiutions 
to  the  throne. 

As  the  French  had  bclen  Very  a^ive  in  fending  two  ptmttffd 
ieinfortements  to  dieir  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies,  one  of  whicli 

proceeded  by  the  coaft  of  Aiiica,  where  it  did  a  ^rczt  deal  of 
mifchief,  if  was  abfolutely  necelTary  to  difpatch  Commodore 
Rowley  thither,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron.  They  had  alfo  beea 
6ijpatch!n^  fingle  fliips  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  it  feemed 
probable  tliat  they  intended  grudu.illv  to  collcck  a  hr^c  naval  • 
force.  To  cuunteraci  their  detigns  in  that  part  of  the  worid^ 
8ir  Edward  Hughes  was  fent  ont  early  in  the  fpring,  with  feiren 
fail  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  a  floop  and  two  bombs,  witfc 
Wdcrs  to  call  at  Senegal  and  Goree  in  Africa  j  and  if  poihbic, 
to  reinftate  the  Britifh  fcttlenr»entA  there. 

Rear-Admiral  Gambier  being  ordered  home  from  New 
York,  Rear-Admlral  Arbuthnot  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
fJlstnd  of  Iris  Majefly's  flf  ct  employed  in  America,  and  took 
along  witii  him  four  Lil  uf  the  iiuc,  a  fifty  gun  ihip,  and  a 

F  F  2  frigat^« 
*  Thde  ASft  me  luiped  tffe  Onftt,  Bombty  CjAIc,  md  Canmk. 
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frigate.    This  fquadron  was  Ipng  detained  hj  contrary  winds 

in  Torbav  ;  and  v.  licn  it  pat  to  fca  proceeded  .1  confiderablc 
ymy  to  the  weilward,  in  company  with  a  ilrong  iquadron  un- 
der the  command  o£  Vice-Admiral  Darby.  Yice^Admiial 
Byron  and  Rear-Admiral  Barrington  having  returned  to  £ng« 
hnd,  from  their  commands  at  the  Leew.iul  Iflands,  were  re- 
placed by  Vicc-Admirul  Hyde  Parker,  who  continued  in  the 
command  there  until  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydgei 
Rodney.  A  very  ftrong  fleet  was  aflcmblcd  at  Spithead  early 
in  thefpring  :  and  when  the  trial  of  Admiral  Sir  Huj^h  Pallikr 
was  rniillied,  Admiral  Keppel  and  Vice-Adniiral  Sir  Robert 
(iarlaad  obtained  leave  to  itrike  their  flags  s  and  this  fleet  wa 
put  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  having 
under  }i\m  Rear-Adniirals  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs  niid  Digby. 
Several  fmall  fquadrons*  were  alfo  Rationed  on  dith^rcnt  parti 
o£  the  coafty  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing  troops* 

On  the  apth  of  March,  in  purfuance  of  his  Majefty's  pka- 
fure,  tlie  foliowing  Fiag-Olhccrs  o£  the  ilcet  were  pruinutcd| 
viz. 

George  Mackenzie*  Matthew  Barton,  Efqrs.  Sir  Peter  Par* 
Jtert  Knt.  the  Hon.  Samuel  BarriTigton»  Rear*Admirals  of  the 

Red  ;  and  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Robert  Roddam,  George  Darby» 
and  John  Campbell,  Efqrs.  Rear- Admirals  of  the  Whiiet  to 
be  Vice-Admirais  of  the  Blue* 

James  Gambter,  William  Lloyd,  Francis  William  Drake^ 
Efqrs.  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B.  Hyde  Parker,  Efq;  Rear- 
.    Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

The  following  Captains  were  alfo  appointed  Flag- Officers  of 
his  Majefty's  fleet,  viar*  J 

John  Evans,  Mark  Milbank,  Nicholas  Vincent,  John  Scoir,  | 
Efqrs.  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knt.  to  be  Rear- Admirals  of  dit; 
White. 

Jofliua  Rowley,  Richard  Edwards,  Thomas  Graves,  Robert 
JDigby,  Efqrs.  and  Sir  Joha  Lockhart  Rofs,  Bart;  to  be  Real* 

Admirals  of  the  Blue«  I 

t  See  Note  xsft 
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Captains  John  Elliot,  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Walfingham,  and 
William  Hotham,  were  appointed  Colonels  of  Marines,  in  the 
room  of  Admirals  Rowley,  Graves,  and  Digby. 

Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Knt.  fuccceded  Vice- Admiral  Sif 
Hugh  Paliifer,  Bart,  as  Lieuienant-General  of  Marines. 

His  Majefty  was  pleafed,  on  the  I5ih  of  January,  to  confer 
the  honour  of  Knighthood  on  Captain  Andrew  Snape  Hamond 
of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Roebuck;  likewife,  on  Captain  Hyde 
Parker  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Phoenix,  for  the  gallant  fervices 
they  had  performed  in  North  America. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  appoint 
John  Earl  of  Sandwich,  John  Buller,  Efq;  Lord  Charles  Spen- 
cer, Wilmot  Earl  of  Lilburne,  Henry  Panton,  Efq*,  Conftantine 
John  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  Robert  Man,  Efq;  (the  lad  in  room 
of  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer,  who  had  rcfigned)  to  be  CommilTioners 
for  executing  the  oflice  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Sec, 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  fame  Board  was  again  appointed, 
with  the  exception  of  Lord  Charles  Spencer,  in  whofe  place 
]3ambcr  Gafcoigne,  Efq;  was  named. 

The  office  of  Firft  Lord  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  the  duties 
of  which  had  for  fome  time  been  performed  by  the  Secretary 
for  the  American  Department,  was  again  disjoined  from  that 
oflice,  and  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle  appointed  to  it. 

A  partial  change  in  Adminiftration  took  place  on  the  24th 
of  November,  Henry  Earl  Bathurft  being  appointed  Lord  Prc- 
fident  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  room  of  Earl  Gower ;  and 
Wills  Earl  of  Hillftjorough  appointed  one  of  his  Majefly's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in  room  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth,  both  of  whom  had  rcfigned. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  naval  and  military 
operations,  which  fall  within  the  plan  of  this  work,  in  the 
different  quarters  of  the  globe,  for  the  year  1779,  beginning 
vilh  the  Eaft  Indies. 


;4i4  JfAVAL  AND  ijjy, 

EAST  INDIES. 

« 

On  the  14th  of  March,  a  detachment  of  the  Eaft  Indi^ 

Company's  troops  from  Tilliclicrry,  under  the  commaiui  of 
Colonel  Braitliwaite,  was  fent  againlt  the  French  fcttlemcntof 
Mahie  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  On  the  |6tb>  the  Colopel  fcnt 
a  fttininons  to  the  Commandant  of  that  place,  requiring  him  to 
furrcnder  ;  but  a  pofitive  refufal  to  this  demand  being  received, 
a  battery  was  begun  to  be  eredled  by  the  (eapoys,  pn  an  Cinin? 
cnce  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  Deareft'  poft; 
^md  on  the  ipth,  (before  it  was  ready  to  open)  a  flag  of  truce 
came  out,  with  propofals  for  furrcndering  the  place  and  its 
dependencies.  By  the  terms  of  capitulation,  private  property 
was  to  be  protedked:  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  the  Com* 
paiiy't  forces  were  put  in  poflcQion  of  thp  fort|  and  on  tht 
day  following,  of  all  the  places  in  the  neighbourhood  depend** 
ent  on  it.  After  this  conquelt,  the  French  had  not  a  fia| 
flying  in  India. 

The  French  having  at  Tarious  times  detached  fingle  fiiips  of 
the  line  to  their  iflands  of  Mauritius-  and  Bourbon,  with  a 
yiew  of  collecting  a  large  lijvai  force  in  InJia,  Government 
was  under  a  neceflity  of  fending  out  a  (Irong  fquadron,  uqder 
the  command  of  Sir  £dward  Hughes,^  for  the  protcd^ioii  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company^s  iettlements,  as  well  as  of  their  trade, 
ilc  iailcd  from  Spitlioad  tlic  7th  of  M^rLh,  and  had  orders  to 
endeavour  to  retai^e  our  iettlements  on  the  coail  of  Aiiica|  o| 
which  the  French  had  recently  difpofieOed  us. 

AFRICA. 

A  Frskcr  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquk 

de  Vaudrcuiljf  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Senegal  on 
the  30lh  of  January.  On  board  of  tliis  fquadron  was  a  detach- 
ment of  land*forces,  under  the  conunand  of  M.  dc  Lauzun, 

whidi 
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which  being  landed^  marched  towards  Fort  Louis.    This  fort 

15  built  on  an  illand,  .ibout  tw  elve  niilcs  from  the  bar,  at  tlic 
entrance  of  the  river.  Unable,  from  the  weakntfs  of  its  gar- 
rifon,  to  make  refiftance,  Mr.  Stenton,  its  Govemor»  pro.* 
pofed  to  capitulate.  Its  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war  ; 
and  the  French  found  in  it,  twenty-fix  pieces  of  brafs  and  fifty- 
fix  of  iron  ordnance,  ten  mortars,  and  eiglit  patteraroes. — 
Ail  the  Britiih  fettlements  up  the  river  likewife  fell  into  their 
hands.  M.  de  Lauzun  made  Fort  St.  Louis  the  chief  French 
ieftlement  on  the  African  coail,  and  removed  moft  of  the 
aniiicry,  ammunition,  and  even  mofb  of  the  garrifon  from  the 
iiland  of  Goree.  While  M.  de  V^audreuil  was  employed  in 
taking  and  dedroying  the  remainder  of  the  BritiOi  fettlements 
on  that  part  of  the  coaft,  he  fent  fome  frigates,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Chevalier  Pontcvez,  aguiuil  i  on  James  in  the 
river  Gambia*  Tliey  arrived  there  on  the  nth  of  February | 
and  as  the  garrifon  was  yery  fmali,  the  place  furrendered  at 
discretion,  on  the  firft  fummons.  In  the  fort,  they  foufid 
forty-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  three  mortars,  and  a  confiderablc 
quantity  of  proviOons  and  military  ilores  :  and  in  the  river, 
they  made  prizes  of  feventeen  veflels,  many  of  which  were 
laden  with  negro  (layesi  elephants  teeth,  and  other  articles  q( 
traffic  to  a  great  amount.  They  fent  a  fmall  yeflel  thirty 
leagues  up  the  river  above  the  fuii,  where  they  tool;  pofleflioa 
of  fuch  Britiih  fettlements  as  had  not  been  abandoned  and 
deftroyed  on  hearing  of  their  approach.  On  the  6th  of  March, 
the  Chevalier  proceeded  with  his  frigates  to  ih^  Ides  de  Los, 
iiear  the  mouth  oi  tlie  river  Siciia  Leona,  took  and  deilroved 
the  Britiih  factory  iituated  on  one  of  theie  illands,  and  fpiked 
the  cannon  which  prote£ied  it.  M.  de  Vaudreuii,  having  attain* 
ed  the  objeA  of  his  expedition,  proceeded  with  his  fquadron 
acrofis  the  Atiuntic,  and  joined  jSI.  tl'Eftaing  at  ISIartinico. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  French,  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
arrived  with  his  fquadron  on  the  coait.  He  found  no  diiRcuhy 
in  retaking  the  ifland  of  Goree,  and  making  the  people  on  it 
|)rironers.    The  enemy  intended  to  have  demolifhed  the  works 
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fon  that  ifliiiul ;  but  he  arrimL  in  tjine  to  prevent  the  execntum 
pf  their  defign*  He  landed  cannon^  ammonitionf  and  lloresi 
and  put  the  place  in  the  beft  condition  of  defence  that  time  and 

circumllanccs  would  permit.  Finding  that  he  could  make  no 
impreiFion  on  Fort  St.  Louis  in  Senegal  river,  he  left  four  com- 
panies of  the  regiment  of  Royal  Welfh  Vclunteets  at  GoreCi 
and  proceeded  on  his  vofage  for  the  £ail  Indies. 

The  French  having  fent  a  fliip  of  the  line  and  two  frigates, 
to  efcort  fome  veflels  with  troops  and  ftores  to  their  fculcments 
pn  the  coaft  of  Africa,  landed  them  at  Senegal  j  and  imnjc- 
diateiy  after  tliat,  made  an  attempt  on  the  ifland  of  Goree. 
Bmt  before  they  commenced  their  cannonade,  their  Commo- 
^re  fent  afliore  the  following  meflage : 

•<  Oft  board  the  King  of  France's  JJjip  the  Herat^ 

"  Nov*  1779. 

"The  King,  my  Maflcr,  has  given  me  orders  to  take  the 
*^  place  you  command  \  I  come  to  demand  the  furreuder  tliere* 
<<  of.  I  know  you  have  very  little  force  ;  and  your  fituation> 
f<  which  is  not  fufficient  to  re(i(i  the  force  I  have  to  oppofe» 

Ton  may  depend  upon  the  beft  treatment  on  my  part,  for 
•<  yourfelf  and  garrifon :  or  elfe,  Sir,  I  let  you  know,  I  (hall 
"  ufe  all  the  laws  and  the  riguui  iliat  war  authorlfes.  I  havC 
f<  the  honour  to  be,  iu  perfect  conildcration,  Sir«  &c. 

Le  Rot  de  la  Gramge.** 

5*  To  Monfteury  Commander  of  the 
f*  Fort  of  Goree^  at  Goree** 

To  which  the  following  anfwer  was  fent : 

«  Goree^  Nov.  i^thf  1779- 

"Sir, 

«  It  is  inconfiftent  with  my  duty  to  give  up  the  garrifon  of 
P  Goree^  intrufted  to  my  care  by  his  Britannic  MajcHy  :  lam 
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f^lheicfofc  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  hft  extiefflitjr* 

Geoege  Hbrbert  Adams, 

«  Ltctdt,  Guv,  and  Captain  of  i  be  Prince  of  Wa!ts^  J  Re^t»* 

«  To  M,  Li  Soy  di  la  Grange^  BrigadUr 
of  the  Naval  Armies  of  France,** 

Next  day.  He  made  his  attack  with  his  ihip  and  two  frigates; 

Lu!itinued  the  cannonaile  for  three  hours.  The  garrifon 
(ould  bring  only  three  gaiis  to  bear  on  cheni  ;  but  thcie  were 
(0  well  dire£tedj  as  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  iheer  oE 


WEST  1NDIES.--LEEWARD  ISLAND  STATION. 

Yice-Admiral  Byron  made  repeated  attempts  to  put  to 
lea  from  Rhode  Ifland  harbour.   In  thefe,  feveral  of  his  fqaa^ 

dron  fufFered  r.^uch  :  aiul  in  one  of  them  the  Sultan  was  nearly 
wrecked  by  ftriking  on  a  rock,  but  was  favcd  by  tlic  fupcrior 
abilities  of  her  Commander,  Captain  Fielding,  and  his  officers* 
At  laft,  howerer,  he  e0e£^ed  his  purpofe  on  the  14th  of  De* 
ccmber,  1778;  but  the  prevailing  winds  were  contrary,  and 
blew  witli  luch  violence,  that  while  they  lay  at  anchor  oft  New- 
port, many  of  his  (hips  parted  their  cables  and  loft  anchors. 
The  fleet  encountered  much  bad  weather  on  its  voyage  to  the 
Weft  Indies ;  and  in  a  hard  gale  at  fonth  on  the  i8th,  attend- 
ed with  an  uncommonly  high  and  tumbiirig  fea,  in  which  all 
the  fliips  rolled  and  pitched  exceedingly,  it  received  conQder- 
able  damage.    In  this  galci  the  Trident  had  her  main-maft . 
ipmng  fo  very  badly  in  four  places,  that  it  would  bear  only  a 
a  jury  tup-rnaft;  the  Fame  was  dilmafled,  and  the  Diamond 
frigate  was  left  in  charge  of  her.    The  Vice-Admiral,  with  tlic 
lemainder  of  his  fleet,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and 
Ibrmed  a  jun£Hon  with  Rear«Admiral  Harrington  on  the  7th 
pi  January. 

M.  d'Eilaing,  who,  by  his  numerous  frigates,  obtained  early 
intelligence  of  Admiral  Byron's  approach,  withdrew  his  whole 
|brce  from  St.  Lucia  on  the  29th  of  December^  and  retired 
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under  the  protection  of  the  fortifications  01  i  ort  Royal  harbour 
in  the  ifland  of  Martinico.  While  Vice -Admiral  Dyron  was 
refitting  his  fquadron,  he  ftationed  ibine  of  his  heit  faitiog 
frigates,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French  fleet ;  and  ordered 
the  Carysfort,  Maidflone,  and  Ariel  frigates,  belonging  to  the 
American  fquadron,  and  then  refitting  at  Antigua,  to  join 
hixn.  As  the  Ceres  and  Weafel  i]oops»  belonging  to  the  Weft 
India  fquadron,  had*  iinfortunatety  fallen  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  lie  was  obliged  to  fend  the  l^curi  fiigalc  to  Ln^laud  u  iiii 
his  difpatcl.es. 

The  French  Admiral^  it  is  fuppofed,  having  received  very 
exaggerated  accounts  of  the  Shattered  condition,  in  which  the 

Britlfh  fquadron  nrrlvcd  in  the  Wed  Ii.dics  from  Nortli  Amc- 
rica,  conjectured  that  the  creus  would  be  buhly  employed  in 
refitting  the  ihips,  and  that  not  ezpe^ing  an  attack,  they  would 
he  lying  in  diforder  and  unprepared  for  a£^ion«  Learnings  at 
the  fame  time,  that  fome  of  the  ftiips  were  in  the  harbour  of 
the  Carenage,  and  others  with  Admiral  Byron  at  anchor  in  the 
Cul  de  SaC|  he  judged  it  expedient  to  avail  himfclf  of  theie 
circumftances,  by  making  an  attack  on  the  latter.  He  there* 
fore  put  to  fea,  on  the  12th  of  January,  with  thirteen  large 
(hips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  and  (Iretchcd  over  towarvls 
St.  Lucia.  Intelligence  of  this  movement  being  brought  to  the 
Vice-Admiral,  he  got  under  way,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  with  an  equal  force ;  and,  with  a  prefs  of  fail,  ftood  for 
the  French  fquadron  in  a  line  of  battle  ahead :  but  as  foon  as 
'  IiL  d*Eftaing  difcovered  the  BritiiH  licet,  he  tacked  about,  and 
made  all  the  hade  he  could  to  regain  his  former  afylum.  This 
he  accorapliihed  before  it  was  poflible  to  bring  any  of  his  (hips 
to  acHon.  He  was  purfucd  clofc  to  the  entrance  of  Fort  Royal 
bay,  when  a  freih  breeze  fpringing  up,  Admiral  Byrou  return* 
ed  with  his  fquadron  to  St.  Lucia,  and  brought  them  to  an 
anchor  in  Gros  lilet  bay,  the  ftation  moft  favourable  for  en^ 
abling  him  to  intcrceptthe  fiipplies  expc£^ed  at  Marinuco  Irom 
Burope.  Rear-Admiral  Barrington,  not  reliihing  the  quiet 
appointment  of  commanding  the  ibips  in  the  Carenage.  harbour, 
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with  his  ufual  fptrit,  requeued  the  Vice-Admirars  leave  to  ierve 
^long  with  him*    Tht«  was  very  readily  granted :  and  he  ac« 
cording]/  ilruck  his  flag*  then  flying  on  hoard  of  the  I(is;  and, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  w!\ok  llcct,  rc  -lioiltcd  it  on  boui  J  of  the 
Prince  of  Waie^.  Commoilore  Rowley,  who,  with  his  convoy 
and  reinforcementa  in  good  condition,  had  joined  Vice*  Admi* 
ral  Byron  on  the  I2th  of  Fehruary,  was  ordered,  with  the  Suf- 
folk, IM.igiiUicc:;t,  Sliiiiug  C.iUIc,  IMcilu.iv,   Ccn:urioa,  iu-,, 
Prcflon,  and  Carysfort,  to  cruize  to  the  windward  of  Martinico, 
jin  order  to  intercept  the  fuccours  e)^peded  there  hy  the  enemy* 
^e  failed  on  the  19th  of  Fehruary,  but  was  recalled  in  a  few 
days,  on  the  Vice- Admiral's  receiving  intelligence,  that  not-  ' 
withflanding  all  his  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  M.  de  GraiFcf 
with  four  or  five  fail  of  the  Une»  and  fome  frigates  and  (tore- 
(hips,  had  anived  (afe  at  Martinico.    After  this  difappoint* 
ment,  the  Vice-Admiral  ordered  fome  detachments  from  hi» 
fleet  occafionally  to  cruize  to  windward,  and  others  between 
the  iflands  of  Martinico  and      Lucia,  for  the  purpofes  of  in- 
tercepting the  enemy's  commerce^  and  of  prote^ing  the  Britifli 
fmall  craft,  when  reconnoitring  the  ftrength  and  poHrion  of' 
the  French  fquadron  in  Fort  Royal  bav.   One  of  thefc  detach- 
ments, under  the  command  of  Captain  GrilFuh,  w  as  carried 
greatly  to  leeward  by  the  citnent  on  the  1 5th  of  March*  Its 
jtifagrecable  fituation  could  not  fail  to  be  obferved  from  the  high 
Jands  of  Martinico  :  and,  no  doubt,  the  great  improbability  of 
its  being  able  to  rejoin  the  fquadron  at  anchor  in  Gros  Iflet  bay, 
St.  Lncia>  induced  M.  d'Eitaing,  aC9ompanied  with  four  flag- 
officers,  fifteen  fail  of  the  line,  and  fome  frigates  and  fmall 
vefleh,  having  a  number  of  troops  on  board,  to  come  out  of 
Fort  Royal  bay  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th,  in  hopes  of  cutiiog 
it  oflF.    At  this  time,  the  firiti(h  fquadron  was  in  a  fituation 
father  di  fa  greeable.  Several  of  the  (hips,  that  had  been  cruizing, 
were  taking  in  a  fupply  ui  water  at  the  Cul  de  Sac  ;  and  Captuiii 
Sawyer,  with  three  fail  of  the  line  and  a  fifty  gun  fl^ip,  wa* 
on  a  cruize  to  windward  of  Martinico;  but  Vice- Admiral 
Pyroni  with  the  remainder  of  the  fquadronj  llipt  his  cables, 
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put  to  fea,  and  with  the  utmoil  difpatch  made  dire£l)y  for  the 
enemy*$  fleet.    Although  hoth  fquadrons  were  nearly  equal  in 

point  of  ftrength,  and  exa(fily  fo  in  number  of  (hips,  no  fooncr 
Sd  M.  d'Eftaing  perceive  the  Britifh  fleet  in  fighi  of  liim,  than 
he  tackedi  and  retreated  to  Fort  Royal  bay>  with  all  the  fail 
his  fliips  could  carry^  and  once  more  got  under  the  protection 
<if  the  batteries.  Next  mornii^g,  the  Vice- Admiral  flood  with 
his  fquadron  into  the  baVi  in  order  to  view  the  enemy*s  pofitioii. 
On  his  approach,  fevcraJ  of  the  French  men  of  war  gut  under 
fail  and  worked  higher  up  the  bay.  He  then  ftood  for  his  for* 
mer  anchoring  ground ;  but  a  ftrong  le^  current  kept  him 
feveral  days  at  fca,  before  he  could  reach  it. 

Vice^Admiral  Byronj  probably  in  conformity  to  his  inltruc* 
tionSf  quitted  his  ilation  at  St.  Lucia  in  the  beginning  of  June; 
and,  with  his  fquadron,  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Chrif- 
tophers,  in  order  to  collefl  the  trading  fliips  oi  iLc  uii]crciii 
jflands,  that  were  bound  for  Britain.  M.  d'Eilaing  availed  him* 
felf  of  his  abfencci  by  detaching  the  Chevalier  du  Romaini 
Lieutenant  of  the  Nary,  ¥rith  four  armed  Teflels»  on  board  of 
M'hich  he  had  cinbarkcd  upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  undef 
the  command  of  M.  de  Canonge,  to  make  an  attack  on  the  ifland 
^f  St.  Vincent.  This  little  armament  left  Martinico  on  the 
9th  of  June^  and  reached  the  place  of  its  deftination  on  the 
l6ih.  The  French  immediately  cfFe^Ved  a  landing,  and  march* 
ed  to  Caliaqua,  a  ftrong  poft  defended  only  by  a  few  men,  who 
furrendered  on  their  approach.  Unfortunately  the  Governor 
and  the  Council  were  much  at  variance,  and  the  troops  of  the 
garrifon  difperfcd  in  various  parts,  fo  that  they  could  not  bc 
coUe^led,  in  time  to  make  any  effcclual  oppofiiion  to  the 
enemy,  who  were  joined  foon  after  landing  by  Ave  or  (ix  hun- 
dred Caribs,  and  marching  towards  Kingfton,  the  capital  of 
tlic  illand.  Mr.  Morris,  the  Governor,  after  confulrln^  with 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Etlieringtou,  who  commanded  tlu  ulk  p^, 
on  what  was  moft  proper  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  emergency, 
came  to  the  refolution  of  proposing  terms  of  capitulation,  for 
furreudering  the  ifland  to  ilic  Fren<;h.   Thefe  were  finally  ad- 
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ju lied  and  Hgned  on  the  i8th.^   M.  d'Efta'ing,  having  beea 

reinforced  with  five  fail  of  the  fine  and  three  frigates,  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  M.  dc  ki  Mothc  Piquet,  who  had 
efcorted  a  numerous  convoy  fafe  to  Martinico  on  the  27th  oi 
June,  after  a  Toyage  of  forty-eight  days  from  Breft,  embarked 
fix  thoufand  five  hundred  regular  troops  on  board  his  fquadron, 
put  to  fea  on  the  30th,  and  Hood  for  the  ifland  of  Grenada. 
Being  well  informed  how  feebly  it  was  garrifoned,  he  hoped 
to  make  a  conqueft  of  it,  before  Admiral  Byron  could  arrive  to 
fuccour  it.  He  appeared  off  the  ifland  with  his  whole  force^ 
confiiling  of  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line  and  twelve  large 
frigateSff  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  :  and  in  the  even- 
ings came  to  an  anchor  in  Molinier  bay^  where  he  immediately 
difembarked  his  iand-forces>  who  took  poft  on  the  neighbour^ 
ing  fiei;Ljht«;. 

Lord  Micartney,  the  Governor,  fcnfiblc  that  the  citadel  of 
Fort  St.  George,  being  commanded  by  the  Hofpital  Hill,  and 
other  high  grounds  in  its  Ticinity,  was  not  capable  of  Handing 
a  ii^ge,  refolved  to  m^kc  hii  principal  (land  n^ainfl  tlic  eiicmv 
on  Hofpital  liill :  and»  for  tlus  purpofe,  had  various  works 
thrown  up»  and  cannon  mounted  on  them,  from  the  baie  to 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain.  Having  done  all  that  was  po{L 
fiulc  la  fo  flioiK  a  Lime,  to  defend  the  triiit  committed  to  his 
charge,  he  entertained  hopes,  that  he  would  be  able  to  hold 
out|  until  Admiral  Byron  with  his  fleet  could  come  to  his 
afliftance;  Trufting  to  riiisi  he  removed  his  plate  and  other 
v.ilu.iule  effects  to  the  HiH.  His  whole  land-force  amounted 
to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  regular  troops,  and  between 
three  and  four  hundred  militia :  the  only  naval  force  he  had, 
was  hts  Majefty's  armed  floop  the  York  ^  and  fhe  proved  of 
excellent  fervice.  Lord  Macartney,  immediately  01;  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy's  fleet,  difpatched  exprellcs  to  St.  Lucia 
:md  other  places,  to  inform  Admiral  Byron  of  his  fituation. 
On  the  3d,  the  French  General  Officers  reconnoitered  the 
ground  on  which  Lord  Macaitncy  had  laken  pod,  and  made 
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tiieir  difpontion  for  a  general  aflPault*    They  arranged  their 

troops  into  three  columns,  headeii  bv  M.  d*Eftaing,  Comptc 
Arthur  Dillon,  and  Vifcount  de  Noaiiles,  and  ionned  three 
different  attacks*    In  the  aftemoon,  M.  d*£flaing  font  a  fmi^ 
mons  to  Lord  Macartney;  who  returned  for  anfwer,  that 
though  unacquainted  with  the  ftrength  of  the  French  military 
force,  he  was  rcfolved  to  defend  the  phcc  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power.    A  little  before  midnight,  th^  enemy  began  the  attack; 
The  column  led  by  Compte  Dillon  fuffertd  much  from  tlie 
cannon  of  the  York  (loop,  as  (he  was  moored  in  the  Carenap^e, 
and  the  route  which  it  was  obliged  to  take  lay  very  near  her, 
and  was  dire£^ly  expofcd  to  her  broadfide.    While  the  French 
troops  were  afcending  the  hill,  M.  de  Vaudretti}»  then  com* 
mamUng  the  enemy's  fieetj  ordered  m  feten  or  etght  Kne  of 
battle  (hips,  which  cannonaded  the  citadel.    The  Brit  lib  trt>opi 
received  the  enemy  with  their  ufual  bravery,  an  !  for  a  conftder- 
able  time  refifted  all  their  efforts :  bm  being  at  lad:  overpowered 
by  fuperior  number^,  and  their  works  being  fucceffirely  car^ 
lied  J  rliL'v  were  compelled  to  retire  to  the  citadel,  which  was 
entirely  commanded  by  the  poit  from  which  they  had  been 
£>rced.   In  the  monung  of  the  4th»  the  enemy  pointed  th6 
cannon^  on  the  hill  which  the  Britifli  had  been  obliged  to 
abandon,  againft  Fort  iSt.  George  ;  and  Lord  Macartney,  find- 
ing all  further  refiftancc  in  vain,  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  rcqucft 
time  ta  draw  op  terms  of  capitulation.   M.  d'Eftatng  would 
allow  only  an  hour  and  a  half  for  that  purpofe :  but  within  the 
limited  time,  the  officer  returned  to  il^c  eiicmy*s  advanced  pofh, 
from  which  he  was  conducted  to  M,  d'Eftaing,  who  behaved 
with  the  greateft  tnfoknce^  and  difpiayed  a  contemptible  Httlc^ 
nefs  of  mind)  wholly  incompatible  with  die  charaOer  6f  ^ 
brave  oflicer  and  a  gentleman.    Far  from  giving;  all  due  pr;:i{^ 
to  Lord  Macartney,  for  the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  with 
a  handful  of  men,  he  was  offended  at  his  Lotdihip's  prefump- 
tion,  for  makintj  refillance  to  fuch  a  force  as  he  had  underbid 
command.    He  rcfufed  to  grant  any  terms  but  fetch  as  he 
iiK)uld  dictate :  and  thcfe  were  fu  very  c^^uavagant,  that  the 
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GoveraoFf  after  confuhmg  with  the  principal  merchants  and 
inhabitantty  whofe  opinion  coincided  with  his  own,  confidered 
it  as  more  eligible  to  lurrcndcr  at  iiircrciion  than  to  compijf 
with  them.  This  refolution  enraged  the  French  Commander 
ftiU  more  $  for  it  difiippointed  him  of  obtaining  a  large  fum  of 
monejy  which  he  had  demanded  by  way  of  ranfom  for  the 
town  of  Si.  George.  He  confidered  the  place  as  trikia  by 
ilorm :  and  in  this  temper  of  mind»  let  ioofe  the  ruOians  under 
his  command  to  pillage  the  town  for  two  hours.  This  fervice^ 
they  performed  to  the  fatisfa£lion  of  their  leader;  and  while 
tliey  were  employed  in  excrcifing  every  cruelty  on  the  helplef* 
inhabitants  who  had  thrown  tliemlllvcs  on  their  mercy,  he 
gratified  his  brutal  inchnation>  by  heaping  ail  the  iiuiignities  in 
in  his  power  on  his  Britannic  Majeily's  Governor.  The  taking 
of  the  id  and  of  Gi\:i.  r.'.,i  cofl  the  Freneii  about  i  jur  hundred 
men  in  killed  and  wounded,  ihey  carried  off  an  immcnic 
booty  from  the  town  of  St.  George  i  and  exclufiYe  of  his  ^la- 
jedy's  armed  (loop  York»  took  thirty  merchant  (hips  in  the 
liarbuur  aad  lo.idfleads,  moftly  loaded.  Their  cargoes  were 
moderately  eilimated  at  400,000!.;  exclufive  of  the  large 
quantities  of  rimi  and  cotton  which  they  had  on  board.  In 
the  ittand,  the  enemy  found  upwards  of  one  hundred  pieces  o£ 
cannon,  twenty-four  mortars,  and  a  great  quantity  of  all  forts 
of  military  (lores  and  provifions. 

The  Britilh  fleet,  imder  Vice- Admiral  Byron^  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  6th.  Having  feen  the  convoy  for  Europe  to- 
a  diftance  whichy  in  his  opinion,  would  put  them  out  of  danger,, 
he  intended  to  call  at  Barbadues,  on  his  way  back  to  Si. 
Lucia  'y  but  a  ftrong  lee  current,  with  the  wind  at  eail,  re- 
tarded his  progrefs  fo  very  muchi  that  it  was  the  30th  of 
June  before  his  fquadron  coidd  weather  the  ifland  of  Martin 
nico.  This  obliged  hua  to  bear  away  for  St,  Lucid,  where 
he  arrived  on  tlie  lit  of  July  in  the  n.oriiin^.  Here  he  iivit 
learned  that  the  enemy»  with  a  fmall  force,  had  made  them- 
lelves  mailers  of  the  iHand  of  St.  Vincent. 

Adjuiiai  ii^ion,  widiuut  ioung  time,  confultcd  wiih  Major- 
General 
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General  Grant  with  refpe£b  to  the  meafures  which  ought  to  be 
immediately  adopted  5  and  the  refult  of  their  conference  was, 
sk  refolution  to  make  an  attempt  to  retake  that  ifland.  The 
neceiTary  orders  were  accordingly^  forthwith  tHitedy  for  embark* 
ing  a  large  body  of  hnd-forces  on  board  cf  tranfport$^  and  for 
getting  ready  every  thing  needed  for  this  expedition.  At  thi^ 
inftant,  inteiiigeace  was  received^  that  a  ileet  had  been  fcen  to 
leeward  thafvery  morning,  fteerilig  a  courfe  for  Grenada  $  on 
which  the  Vice- Admiral  immediately  wrote  taLord  Macartneys 
by  one  of  his  aidcs-tle-camp,  who  happened  to  be  then  at  St. 
Lucia,  and  informed  hisLordfiilp  of  what  was  going  forward; 
afTuring  htmi  that  the  troops  and  fquadron  (hould  imoiediatelf 
come  to  his  relief,  if  he  fhould  hear  either  at  St.  Vincent,  or 
on  the  voyage  thiihcr,  that  Grenada  was  attacked.  The  Vice- 
AdmiraJ,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  an  olhcer  in  n  fall  failing 
fehooner,  to  look  into  Fort  Royal  bay  in  the  ifland  of  Marti* 
nico.  This  officer  on  his  return  reported,  that  Be  law  diere 
Luge  iiups,  whicli  he  fuppofcd  to  be  Ihips  of  war; 
tii.u  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  oblerving,  that  one 
of  the  ihips  carried  a  flag  at  the  foretop-gal]ant-maft4iead ; 
and  that  he  was  pre?ented  from  reconnoitring  them  fa  elofely 
as  he  intended,  by  a  frigate  and  fome  fmal!  craft  being  fent  in 
chace  oi  him.  Tijis mteUigence  deceived  Admiral  Byron  rery 
mucht  by  leading  him  to  conje£lure,  that  M.  d'Eilaing  had 
not  been  joined  by  hh  expelled  reinforcements  from  Europe*' 
lie  Liiir.oll  liiip.uch  having  been  ufcd  in  embarkijig  the  ironps," 
the  iquadron,  confiding  of  twenty  fail  of  the  line  *  and  a 
frigate,  fourteen  tranfportSt  four  ordnance*  four  hofpital*  and 
twa  convalefcent  ihips,  three  vi£luaner8,  and  a  horie  iloop» 
put  to  fea  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  made  for  the  ifland  of  St. 
Vincent.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  the  Admiral  received 
hitelligence  from  St.  Vincent,  that  on  the  lii  inftant,  a  French 
feet  of  more  than  thirty  (hips  of  war  had  pafled  by  that  liland  i 
and  that  it  was  reported,  that  M.  dc  la  Mothc  Piquet  had  join- 
ed M.  d'Hllauig  about  a  week  before  tliat  time,  with  a  ftrong 
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reinforcement.  In  confequence  of  tliis  information,  he  made 
a  fignal  for  uiilantly  bearing  up  for  Grenada ;  but  it  unfor- 
tunately fell  calm,  and  continued  fo  until  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th.  In  the  courfe  of  that  day,  he  was  joined 
hy  twi.'  I'chooners  from  Gren.uln.  By  the  accounts  which  they 
gave,  the  invahon  of  the  iflaoil  was  put  beyond  a  doubt }  but 
as  to  the  (bength  of  the  enemy's  ieet,  their  reports  were  very 
conttadidory.  Admiral  Byron,  defigning  to  he  oflT the  har- 
bour of  St.  George  early  in  the  niorning  of  the  6th,  drew  the 
Ihips  of  war  from  anuHiL;  the  tranfports,  leaving  for  their  pro^ 
teAidn  only  the  Sufiblky  Vigihrnt,  and  Monmouthf  under  the 
orders  of  Rear-Admtral  Rowley,  who  he  intended  to  fupev- 
intend  the  dub;irk.i:  lou  of  the  troops  for  the  relief  of  the  illand. 
in  the  night  between  the  5th  and  6th,  one  of  the  enemy's 
^gatcSy  employed  on  the  reconnoitring  fenricc,  difcovered  the 
Britilh  fleet  and  gave  notice  of  their  approach.  Soon  after 
day-bie  ik  on  the  (Ah,  the  French  licet  was  perceived  olT  St. 
George's,  rnofk  of  tlicm  at  anchor,  but  getting  under  way^ 
feemingly  in  great  confufion,  and  with  little  or  no  wind* 
Yice-Admira!  Byron  immediately  made  the  %nal  for  a  general 
clir.ce,  and  alfo  fur  Rear- Admiral  Rowley,  arul  die  war  fliips 
with  him,  to  leave  the  convoy^  and  join  the  iquadron^  At 
this  time,  not  more  than  fourteen  or  fift^  of  the  enemy's 
fet  appeared  to  be  fhips  of  the  line :  and  from  the  pofition  m 
wliicli  they  were,  the  Vice- Admiral  made  the  Tigual  fur  liis 
ihips  to  engage,  and  to  form  as  they  could  get  up.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  fignal,  Viccf-Admiral  Barrington  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  Captain  Sawyer  in  the  Boyne,  and  Captain 
Gardner  in  the  Sultan,  being  the  hcadmofl  Hups  and  carryinj^ 
a  pre(s  of  fail,  had  advanced  fo  far,  that  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy's  (hips  i  but  at  fo 
great  a  diftance,  that  they  made  ho  return  until  they  got  con- 
fiderably  nearer.  The  breeze  which"  carried  forward  thofe 
ihips,  foon  reached  the  enemy  alfo,  and  enabled  thenr^  tl^.draw 
out  of  the  cluder,  in  which  they  were  lyings  and  to?g6(  is^q  a 
line  of  battle,  by  bearing  away  and  fomring  to  leeward  oti-the 
toL.  IV.  '  GO  ftzrbeard 


Digitized 


466  NAVALAKD  1779. 

flnrboard  Uck.  Their  (Irensxth  was  Utfn  difcovcrcd  to  be 
greatly  fuperior  to  what  any  information,  wiiich  the  BrituTi 
Admiral  had  received^  had  led  him  to  fuppofe  |  for  it  plainly 
appeared,  that  they  had  thirty-four  fail  of  war  ihips,  of  whidi 
twenty-fix  were  of  the  line,  and  mod  of  them  very  lirgc. 
Vice-Admiral  Byron,  notwitliUanding  his  difparity  of  force, 
continued  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace  $  and  in  addition  to  it^ 
made  the  fignal  for  a  clofe  engngenient :  hnt  aldiottgh  the  «t* 
moft  exertions  were  made  to  obey  thefe  orders,  the  enemy  moft 
indudrioufly  frudrated  all  attempts  to  efie£l  it,  by  alwiys  bearing 
lip,  when  the  Britidi  (hips  got  nearer  to  them  than  they  toclia- 
ed.  Their  faperior  failing  enabled  them  to  keep  what  diftana 
they  chofe,  and  efFeflually  prevented  the  Britifh  rear  from  crcr 
getting  into  a£lion.  The  enemy  being  to  leeward,  did  great 
damage  to  the  rigging  and  mads  of  the  Britiih  (hips,  while  the 
Ihot  which  they  returned  did  not  teach  them.  The  Ibips  tint 
fufiered  moft  were  thofe  with  which  the  aflion  began,  and 
the  Grafton,  Captain  CoUingwood ;  the  Cornwall,  Captain 
Jtdwards  ;  and  the  Lion,  Captain  CornwalHs. 

The  fpirited  condii£k  of  Vice-Admiral  Barrington  and 
two  feconds,  expofed  them  to  a  ievere  fire  as  they  approached 
the  enemy  and  began  the  battle:  and  tlic  Gjaiion,  Comwail, 
and  Lion,  happening  to  be  to  leeward,  fuiiained  the  fire  of 
die  whole  French  line  as  it  pafled  on  the  ftarboaid  tack.  The 
Monmonth  fuficred  exceedingly,  by  Captain  Fanfliaw^a  haTing 
bore  down  in  the  mod  (jallant  manner  to  flop  the  van  of  the 
enemy's  fquadron,  and  bring  it  to  allien.  The  Captains, 
whofe  ihips  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  into  adion,  behaved 
with  the  ^ateft  intrepidity,  and  kept  up  a  conftant  and  weU 
diieekd  hre,  by  which  the  enemy  fuffered  very  :.vjc:i.  Tlw 
Vice-Admiral  perceiving  that  tlie  Ihips  already  mentioned, 
and  the  Fame,  wcie  ib  difabled  in  their  mafts  and  rigging  as 
to  be  totally  incapable  of  keeping  up  with  the  Iquadron ;  and 
obfeivuig  ihdi  the  Suffolk  hid  received  conHucrable  LlamagC, 
in  an  attack  made  by  Rear- Admiral  Rowley  upon  the  enemy'^ 
wi)  ordered  the  fignal  foi  chace  to  be  taken  in«  Still,  how- 
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ever,  he  continued  that  for  a  clofe  engagement ;  formed  thft 
beii  line  that  drcumftaaces  would  permity  and  kept  the  wind^ 
to  pretrent  die  enemy  from  doubling  upon  him,  and  thereby 
cutting  off  the  tranfports.  The  formcTi  they  feemed  inclined 
to  do  ;  and  the  latter  was  rery  much  in  their  power,  by  means 
of  their  numerous  frigates,  of  which  the  Britifh  fquadron  had, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  only  a  few.  About  three  in  the  after- 
noon, the  French  fquadron  tacked  to  the  fouthward.  This 
manoeuvre  obliged  Admir.ii  I'>yr(^ii  to  do  the  fame,  that  he 
might  be  in  readincfs  ro  iupport  the  Grafton,  Cornwall,  and 
Lion,  which  were  difabled,  and  a  great  way  aftem ;  but  the 
liim  being  likewife  much  to  leeward,  having  loft  her  main 
and  mizen-topmafts,  and  the  reft  of  her  rigging  and  fails  being 
cut  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  bore  away  to  the  weilward 
when  «both  fleets  tacked :  and  M»  d'£ftaing,  finding  fuAcient 
employment  even  for  all  his  fliips*  did  not  detach  one  after 
her.  As  the  Graitoii  .uul  Connvall  Hood  towards  the  BritiOi 
fleet,  they  might  have  been  weathered  by  tlie  I^'iengh,  ii  tiiey 
had  kept  their  wind.  The  latter  was  in  peculiar  danger,  as 
flie  was-  fartheft  to  leeward,  had  loft  her  main-topmaft,  and 
was  otlicrwilc  much  diiabkiL  The  enemy,  however,  adhered 
fo  ftri^ly  to  their  plan  of  not  bringing  on  a  clofc  engagement, 
that  notwithftanding  their  great  fuperiority  inihipsand  weight 
<»f  metal,  they  declined  to  accept  of  advantages  which  endanger- 
td  their  deviating  from  that  plan;  and  contenting  themlelres 
with  iiring  at  thefe  two  ihips  when  paihng  them  barely  witlim 
gun^ihot,  they  permitted  them  to  rejoin  their  fquadron,  with- 
out taking  any  ftep  to  cut  them  off.  The  adion  continued 
with  great  violence,  from  fevcn  in  tlic  morning  till  eleven  ; 
and  commenced  again  at  half  an  hour  after  three  in  the  after- 
noon, and  conthiued  till  funiet. 

The  Monmouth  was  fo  totally  difabled  in  her  mafts  and 
rigi^ing,  that  as  foon  as  night  fet  in,  Vice-Admiral  Byron 
judged  it  proper  to  order  licr  to  make  the  bell  of  her  way  to 
Antigua.  Captain  Fanfliaw,  on  his  way  to  that  place,  fell  in 
in  with  bis  Majefty's  (hip  the  Lion  %  and  Captain  Comwallu 
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feeing  the  Monmouth  approacJi,  fufpcclcd  i!i.u  ihz  i\v.^}\t  be 
one  of  M.  d'Eftaing's  fquadron  fent  in  qucil  of  him,  he  was 
certain  that  the  difabled  ftate  of  his  (hip  could  not  haveeicaped 
the  enemy's  notice.  Though  the  Lion  was  Ktele  better  than  a 
floating  wreck,  he  was  dctcrnnincd  to  convince  them,  that  his 
courage  was  not  extinguiflicd  j  and  accordingly  prepared  for 
a£bion,  refolved  to  defend  his  firip  to  the  Uti  extremity.  This 
truly  heroic  condn£l»  redounds  much  to  the  honour  of  Captaia 
Cornwallis,  his  officers,  and  fliip's  company :  who  iindiiig 
that,  in  their  prefent  condition,  their  efforts  to  rejoin  Vice- 
Admiral  Byron  were  vain,  hoit  away  for  Fort  Royal  in  dK 
ifland  of  Jamaica,  where  diey  anrrived  on  the  aoth  of  July. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Britifh  in  the  a(flion  of  the  6t]i, 
amounted  to  two  Lieutenants  of  the  navy,  one  Lieutenant  of 
marines,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty^three  men  killed :  and 
Vice-Admiral  Barrington,  one  Lieutenant  of  the  navy,  tmb 
Lieutenants  of  the  army  ferving  on  board  the  fleet,  one  Lieu- 
tenant of  marines,  and  three  hundred  and  forty«fix  men  wound* 
cd.  The  lofs  in  men  appears  to  be  Tcry  moderate,  when  com- 
paired  to  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  fliips  in  their  mafts  and 
rigging,  which  the  mode  of  fighting  adopted  by  the  enemy, 
was  peculiarly  calculated  to  dellroy.  This  misfortune  was  the 
more  feverely  felt,  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  of  re- 
placing thofe  articles,  efpecially  the  former,  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  Until  they  were  replaced,  the  ftiips  remained  in  a 
great  meafure  unferviceablc.  This,  for  a  while,  contrii>Uied 
greatly  to  increafe  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in  thofe  fcas,  and 
gave  great  and  juft  alarm  to  the  remainder  of  the  Briitih  poflef- 
fibns  in  that  quarter.  The  only  ufe/  howerer,  which  M. 
d*Eftaing  made  of  the  very  fupcrior  force  under  his  command^ 
was  a  vifit  of  retaliation  to  Admiral  Byron,  while  at  anchor  ott 
Bafleterre  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers,  in  return  for  the 
like  ?ifit8  which  he  had  more  than  once  paid  to  him  at  Marti- 
nico.  Several  rcafonswere  afligned,  for  his  inactivity  after  ti  e 
conqucit  of  the  Grenades.  The  plan  to  be  followed  up  by  the 
French,  of  joining  their  American  allies  in  driYing  the  BiittAi 
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troops  from  the  foutlu  r:;  eoloiik  s,  may  he  reckoned  as  one  of 
ihcfc ;  but  perhaps  the  true  caulc  was,  the  very  great  lofs  o£ 
men  which  they  had  fuftained  in  the  fea-Eght  of  the  6th  of 
July.  The  amount  of  this  lofs  they  endeavouTtd)  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  conceal;  but  tlie  befl  accounts  which  could  be 
obtained,  (late  their  killed  at  twelve  hundred^  and  their 
wounded  at  fifteen  hundred  men.  Nor  wiJl  this  account  feem 
to  be  e.\  a  eg  crated,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  in  addition  to 
the  Utual  nev.  s  of  the  French  line  of  battle  ftiips,  which  arc 
always  numerous,  they  had  on  board  a  great  number  of  land* 
forces.  This  muft  neoefiarily  have  crowded  the  (hips  exceed* 
ingly :  and  as  the  battle  was  a  fucceffion  of  fierce  afiaults, 
rather  than  a  regular  action,  and  the  chief  aim  of  the  BritiOi 
was  at  the  hulls  of  tlieir  antagonids  ihips,  their  ihot  could  not 
fail  of  making  dreadful  havock  between  decks^  where  the  men 
are  moflly  (Rationed.  In  the  account,  publiflied  by  authority^ 
of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  tl;e  French  in  this  a£lion,  they  confine 
their  fpeciiication  to  ofBcers  only  j  and  among  them  it  was 
▼ery  confiderabky  both  in  the  fea  and  land  iervices.  In  the 
former  three  Captains  were  killed }  and  in  one  (hip,  the  Cap» 
tain  and  five  Lieutenants. 

Wlien  the  Britifli  fleet  was  clofe  in  St.  George's  bay,  before 
the  a£tion  commenced}  the  French  colours  were  feen  flying 
upon  the  fort  and  odier  batteries. '  This  put  it  beyond  a  doubtj 
that  the  enemy  were  in  complete  pofleflion  of  the  place :  and 
from  the  very  great  fuperionty  of  land  as  well  as  of  naval 
force  which  they  poflefied,  it  was  perceived,  that  to  diflodge 
diem  and  to  recover  the  ifland  would  be  impracticable.  The 
Vicc-Admiral,  therefore,  a  little  before  the  clofc  of  day  on 
the  6th,  fent  orders  to  Captain  Barker,  the  agent,  to  maketlic 
bcft  of  his  way,  with  the  tranfports  under  his  direction,  to 
Antigua  or  St.  Chriftophers»  whichever  he  could  fetch.  Dur- 
ing die  night,  die  Admiral  kept  his  fquadron  between  them 
and  the  French  fleet,  which,  at  fuulct,  was  about  tlirce  miles 
to  leeward.  Only  one  tranfport,  which  had  on  board  fome 
companies  of  the  4th  icgiment,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
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M.  d'Eftaing,  in  the  courfc  of  the  night,  retired  with  liis  fqua- 
droa  to  the  harbour  of  St.  George,  Grenada:  and  Vice- Admiral 
Byron  proceeded  with  hia  fleet  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcri. 
Rcar-Admiral  Barrington  returned  to  England.  Admiral  Byron, 
in  his  public  letter,  be^owcd  the  grcatcft  encomiums  on  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  and  concluded  it  in  the 
following  terms :  «  I  think  myfelf  juftifiable  in  faying,  thit 
the  great  fuperioriLy  in  numbers  and  force,  would  not  have 
availed  the  enemy  fo  much,  had  not  tlieir  advantage  over 
us  in  failing,  enabled  them  to  preferve  a  diftance  little  cal- 
^  cttlated  for  deciding  fuch  conteils/' 

The  Vice-Admiral,  with  his  fquadron,  rcnched  St.  Chrif- 
tophers  on  the  15th  of  July  ;  and  on  the  day  following,  the 
Monmouth  joined  him.  Here  he  war  alfo  jot*ied  by  the 
tranfports,  with  Major-General  Grant  and  the  troops  o« 
board.  Left  any  attack  (hould  be  made  on  the  fleet  while  at 
anchor  here,  he  formed  his  fquadron  into  a  line  of  battk 
uhead,  and  placed  the  tranfports  and  fmaller  veffels  within  it, 
and  cloie  to  the  (hore.  He  ufed  the  uimoft  difpatch  to  itfit 
his  fquadron  in  the  beft  manner  he  could ;  but  this  was  not 
accompliflicd  on  the  21ft,  when  M.  d*Eftaing,  wiih  iwciiiv- 
eight  fail  of  the  line,  attended  by  a  number  of  frigates  and 
Imaller  veflelsy  made  their  appearance,  and  paraded  for  fome 
hours  before  Bafleterre.  The  French  Admiral  formed  his 
fleet  into  a  line  of  batik  ahead,  and  Hood  towards  tlic  rear  of 
the  fleet  of  Britain,  as  if  he  Iiad  meant  to  challenge  Admiril 
Byron  to  come  out  and  fight  him.  This  was  a  mere  galconade 
of  a  yapouring  Frenchman  ;  who,  notwithftanding  his  im* 
menfe  fupcriority  of  force,  took  care  to  order  his  fquadron  to 
bear  up  and  itand  of}' (liore,  before  it  came  within  random  Oiot 
of  the  Britifli  fleet  In  the  CYening  he  fiiaped  his  courfe  for 
Cape  Francois,  in  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  concerted 
his  nie^luii  ~,  for  Iiis  intended  expedition  aganuL  Savanii.»h. 

In  the  month  of  Auguil,  Vice-Admirai  Byron  failed  fof 
£nghind :  and  the  command  of  the  fquadron  devolved  on  &eal> 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker ;  who,  as  foon  as  it  was  Rfittt4»  6U 
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to  the  foutliward,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  a  fmali 
Fiencb  fleeti  chiefly  laden  with  provifions.for  M.  d*£ftaing's 
fquadron.*  A  fmaU  fqiiadron  was  detached  to  cruize  off  the 
iiland  of  Martinico,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Edwards 
of  the  Corowally  who,  on  the  24th  of  0£kober>  faw  two  fail, 
one  in  chace  of  the  other.  The  latter  was  knowni  by  fignal 
from  the  former,  to  be  an  enemy.  Captain  Edwards  imme- 
diately ordered  his  (hips  to  cLncc  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut 
off  the  enemy's  vcHcl  from  tlie  iHand.  Seeing  no  poiTibillty  of 
efcapingi  (he  foon  furrendered^  without  a  gun  being  fired  oa 
cither  fide,  to  theProferpine,  the  frigate  that  was  in  purfoit  of 
her :  and  proved  to  be  the  Alcmenc,  one  of  the  CompU 
d'Eftaing's  iquadion,  of  tliirty  guns  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men^  commanded  by  M.  de  Bonneval.  She  was  pur* 
chafed  into  the  iervice»  and  added  to  the  Royal  Navy,  by  the 
fame  name.  The  Preflon,  being  on  a  cruize  between  the 
iilands  of  Marunico  and  5t.  Lucia^  on  the  iBth  of  December^ 
between  eight  and  nine  in  the  mornings  made  the  fignal  for  a 
fleet*  This  was  no  fooner  obfenred  by  Rear- Admiral  Parker  in 
the  Princcfb  Royal,  then  with  his  fqihiihun  ai  aiichor  iii  Gros 
lilet  bay,  St.  Lucia»  than  he  made  the  fignai  for  all  his  Ihipa 
to  flip  their  cableSt  and  chace  to  windward* 

The  Captains  were  then  aflfembled  on  a  Court-martial :  and 
2S  the  (hips  were  in  a  courfc  of  iitiui^^,  lumc  lay  oa  the  heel, 
utixers  had  their  fails  unbent,  and  ail  of  then^  had  great  num- 
bers of  their  men  employed  on  Ihore,  in  wooding  and  watering. 
Under  thefe  untoward  circumftanccsj  it  would  have  been  a 
matter  of  aftoniflimcnt,  to  a  per  Ton  unacquainted  with  the 
charatSler  of  Britiili  ofiicers  and  feamen,  to  have  beheld  the 
activity,  fpiriti  and  difpatch,  with  which  they  got  the  fquadron 
to  fea* 

As  it  flood  over  for  Fort  Royal  in  Martinico,  the  fleet  to 
which  it  gave  chace  was  difc  overed  to  be  a  convoy  belonging  to 
the  enemy :  and  before  four  in  the  afternoon,  nine  or  ten  fail 
of  them  had  run  00  ihore  on  that  ifland,  and  were  fet  on  fire  by 

CC4  the 
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At  boats  of  the  fquadrony  leither  immecliately  or  early  next 

morning.  About  tlub  time,  the  Burcas  frig;itc  hdd  gut  up  and 
engaged  the  frigate  which  eicorted  jiie  convoy,  in  the  bay  of 
Fort  Royal ;  htt  a  French  Rear-Admiral,*  in  a  ihip  of  feveoty- 
ibur  guns,  accompanied  with  two  line  of  battle  flitps,  which 
were  at  anchor  off  the  fort,  flipped  their  cables,  bore  down  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  frigate,  and  compelled  the  Boreas  to  ilieer 
off*  This  dexteious  manoeuvre  of  the  French  Admiral,  not 
only  £iTed  their  frigate,  but  alfe  fome  of  their  merchant  Ihtps. 
As  fooii  as  he  had  done  this  fcrvice,  he  hauled  his  wind,  aiid 
kept  plying  to  windward,  in  order  to  regain  his  former  (latioo. 

Rear- Admiral  Parker  made  every  effim  to  come  up  with  him» 
The  Conqueror,  Albion,  Elizabeth,  Vigilant,  and  CSentuiioD, 
yrmy  at  this  time,  ahead  of  the  Princcfs  Royal. ,  About  five 
o'clock,  the  Conqueror,  which  was  the  headmoil  Hiip,  and  to 
windward  of  the  othen,  got  within  diilance  of  the  Fieoch 
Rear-Admiral,  who  immediately  began  the  a£lion.  Nothing 
could  poflibly  exceed  the  bravery  and  coolnefs  with  which,  on 
every  tack,  Captain  Griffith  received  the  fire  of  thefe  three 
^ps,  and  returned  his  own.  His  fliip  was  worked  with  great 
cxa^nefs,  and  on  every  board,  gained  conHderably  on  the 
enemy.  The  other  Captains  ihewed  an  equal  keennefs  to  get 
into  a(flion  :  and  towards  funfet,  the  Albion  had  got  well  up  to 
iecond  the  Conqueror,  and  the  other  iliips  were  alfo  engaged. 
But  .as  they  had  worked,  not  only  within  danger  of  the  ihotis 
Sn  the  bay,  but  within  reach  of  the  batteries,  from  which  the 
enemy  poured  into  tiicm  a  profufion  of  fliells  and  fliot,  Ad- 
jniial  Parker  was  under  a  neceility  of  calling  them  off  by  night 
fignal,  about  a  quarter  before  feven.  The  lail  broadltde  fiied 
by  the  enemy,  unfortunately  killed  Captain  Griffith  of  the 
Conqueror  \  by  whu  li  his  country  loft  a  brave  and  excellent 
oihcer.  Three  men  were  alfo  killed  in  this  Ihip.  Of  the  con- 
voy, befides  thofe  deiiroyed,  nine  fail  were  taken. 

As  the  Rear-Admiral  was  returning  with  part  of  his  fqua* 

droa 

*  M.  de  la  Motke  Piquet  in  the  Hanntlnl  cf  ferenty-fbor,  with  the  VcBtevr 
and  Rcflechc  of  lixty-four  gonik 
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dcon  to  St.  Lucia*,  bte  in  the  CTening  on  the  aoth  of  Decern* 
ber»  lie  received  ai  letter  from  Brigadier*Gencrat  Sir  Henry 
Calder,  informing  him,  that  three  large  flitps  had  been  feea 

that  afternoon,  from  the  high  ground  of  that  ifland,  fleering^ 
to  the  northward,  and  that  they  were  fuppofed  to  he  part  ot 
the  French  fleet  from  Grenada.  He  immediately  detached 
Rear- Admiral  Rowley  in  the  Suffiolky  with  the  Vengeance, 
Magnificent)  and  Stirling  CaRle,  in  pttrfuit  of  them.  At 
eight  o'clock  next  morning,  three  fail  being  difccrned  from  the 
mad-head  of  the  SulTolk,  the  Rcar-Admiral  made  the  Ognal 
for  a  general  chace.  It  was  obeyed  with  the  greateft  alacrity : 
and  when  they  came  ttp  with  them  oa  the  following  momingf 
the  cbace  hoifted  Ffcnch  coloiirs*  fired  a  few  fliot,  and  ftood 
on.  The  Magnificent  foon  came  up  with  the  flernmoft  fliip, 
and  fired  lome  guns  at  her,  when  flie  ftruck.  She  proved  to 
be  La  BJanche*  of  thirty^fix  guns  and  two  huncircd  and  twelve 
men,  commanded  byM.  Galifibnieic.  Tbe^ufiblky  in  alhoft 
time,  overtook  and  captured  another  of  them :  whicli  proved 
to  be  La  Fortunec,  of  forty-two  guns  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-fevcn  men,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de  Marigny. 
The  Vengeance  taking  charge  of  the  Blanche,  the  Magnificent 
and  Stirling  Caftle  continued  the  diace  after  the  third  fiul : 
and  coming  up  with  her  on  the  morn  in  of  the  23d,  Iheftrock, 
and  proved  to  betheElHs,  of  twenty-ci^ht  guns  and  fixty-cight 
men,  commaiulcJ  by  Pvl.  Fontenaux.  The  Bl.mthc  and  I.a 
Fortunee  were  purchafcd  into  the  fervice^  and  added  to  the 
Royal  Navy.  Theie  three  ihips  were  a  part  of  the  Compie 
d'Eftaing^a  fleet,  wluch  be  fent  back  from  Savannah,  when  be 
failed  for  Europe. 

The  cruizing  flilps  on  this  ftation  picked  up  a  great  many 
valuable  prizes,  and  ieveral  of  the  enemy's  privateers.  The 
Venus  took  the  Governor  Tarnbull  rebel  privateer,  of  twenty 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  mcn^  after  an  bout's  engage^ 
ment.  The  Pomona  took  the  Cumberland,  (late  the  Rover 
(loop)  rebel  privateer,  of  twenty  guns.  The  Proferpiiic  re- 
took^ after  a  fmart  action,  Jii$  Majefiy^s  ihip  Sphynx  of  twenty 

guns. 
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gnnst  which  the  French  had  taken  a  ihort  time  before*  The 

Boreas,  Captain  Thompfon,  took,  after  a  fmart  a^ion  of 
twenty  minutes,  in  which  (he  had  four  men  killed  and  five 
woundedf  a  French  flute,  laden  with  fugar,  and  called  Le 
Gompafs,  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  forty  men» 
from  Martinico.  Thefc  were  the  principal  traniachons  ui  this 
part  of  the  Wcit  Indies  :  lor  notwithftanding  the  enemy's  great 
fuperiority  of  naval  ftiength,  the  loifes  fuftained  in  thi$  de- 
partment were  but  fmaU.  They  confided  of  the  Sphynx 
frigate,  which  was  foon  after  icukcu,  the  Cure:*  iluo^,  diiu 
fome  armed  velTels. 

While  the  trading  ihips  were  aflemhting  at  the  ifland  of  St 
Chriftophersy  in  order  to  be  eicorted  by  Admiral  Byron  and  his 

fojUacInm  a  part  of  tlic  v/ay  to  luirope,  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  being  burnt  by  tiic  Supply  armed  iioreihipi  a  large  veiiiel  of 
twenty-fix  guns,  which  accidentally  took  fire,  while  ihe  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  fleet.  Moft  of  the  ihips  that  lay 
ncaredher  flipped  their  cables,  and  flood  out  to  Tea.  Aid  came 
immediately  to  her,  from  almofl  all  the  King's  Oiips  j  but  the 
flames  had  got  to  too  great  a  height  to  be  extinguilhed.  Some 
of  the  people  on  board  cut  her  cables,  and  (be  drove  with 
the  wind.  She  was  then  all  in  flames,  and  the  grcateft 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  her  blowing  up ;  but  the 
happy  prefence  of  mind  of  a  Lieutenant  of  the  navy,*  who 
was  fent  to  her  afliftance,  with  a  party  of  feamen  from  fome  of 
the  iliips,  and  was  among  the  firft  who  got  to  her,  faved  her 
from  deftrudion.  He  gave  drrcdions,  tliat  all  her  guns  that 
were  loaded  fhould  be  pointed  upwards  and  then  iircd  oiF^ 
ordered  moft  of  the  people  on  board  into  the  boats  y  took  the 
helm  himielf,  and  fleered  her,  almoft  all  in  a  blaze,  through 
the  fleet.  \Vhcn  he  coultl  bear  the  heat  no  longer,  he  faitcncd 
the  helm  as  well  as  he  could  j  and,  with  the  few  whom  be 
allowed  to.  remain  with  him,  efcaped  by  letting  themfelves 
down  into  a  boat  which  was  aftem.  The  Teflfel  grounded  on 
a  point  of  land,  after  ihe  had  pafl'ed  the  town  of  Bailctc.rc 

and 

*  Weitgretdntwebsvfiiotlittoamr. 

Digitized  by  Google 


1779-         MILITARY  MEMOIRS.  475 


got  clear '  of  the  iliips»  and  foon  blew  up  with  a  dreadful  ex- 
plofion,  but  without  doing  any  mifchief.    Some  of  the  principal 

inhabitants  of  feveral  of  the  iilands,  who  were  returning  to 
England  on  account  of  the  war,  had  put  on  board  of  this  un- 
fortunate (hip  a  great  quantity  of  valuable  efieds^  whkh 
unhappily  fharcd  in  her  fate. 

WEST  INDIES.— JAMAICA  STATION. 
RsAft-AoMiftAL  Sir  Peter  Pakkbr  commanded  his  Mi- 

^efty*s  fleet  on  this  flatiun  :  and  confidering  the  fmalliicrb  of 
the  number  of  fliips  of  which  it  confiiUd^  he  greatly  dillieiTcd 
the  enemy.*  Having  received  infonnationi  that  the  annual 
Tcgifter  fldps  from  Spain  were  either  arrived,  or  daily  expe£Ud 
at  Omoa,  he  detached  from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica,  on  the 
8th  of  September,  the  Hon.  John  Luttrell  in  the  Charon, 
having  under  his  command  the  Loweftofie  and  Pomona  fri- 
gates, and  Racehorfe  fchooner,  in  hopes  that  he  would  be 
able  to  I  ikc  them  wliilc  at  anchor  there,  or  to  intercept  them 
when  they  left  that  port. 

Owing  to  unfavourable  winds  and  calms,  it  was  the  t$ih, 
before  this  little  fquadron  reached  the  Spaniih  main  ;  and  on 
the  next  day  they  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Rattan.  The  Com- 
modore was  apprehcnfive,  that  if  he  fhould  lead  all  his  fqua- 
dron toward  George's  Key,  die  regifter  ihips  might  pafs  to 
windward  or  along  their  own  (hore,  and  elude  him.  He 
therefore  ordered  C;iptain  Nugent  of  the  Ponioii  1,  wlio  was 
well  acquainted  at  that  place,  to  go  hrft  to  Key  BoqucI  in  his 
own  (hip,  taking  with  him  the  Racehorfe  fchooner;  then,' 
leaving  his  own  ihip,  to  proceed  in  the  fchooner  to  George's 
KcVy  and  there  to  procure,  as  e?:pedltioufly  as  poflible,  the 
moil  ik'iKul  pilots  for  Omoa  and  tlie  Gulf  of  Duke.  Having 
attained  this  obje£l,  he  was  dtreded  to  rejoin  his  fliip  at  Key 
Boquely^and  then  to  repair  to  Glove/s  reef,  antt  foin^e  Gom- 
modore  with  the  fquadron.    Captiiin  Nugent  proceeded  a^^rcc- 

ably 
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Mf  to  his  order»»  and  arrived  at  George's  Ke^  on  the  evening 
of  the  19th*    Having  got  into  his  boat,  he  was  rowing  towards 

the  (hore ;  when,  to  his  utmoft  ult^-niihment,  before  he  could 
land,  the  boat  was  attacked  by  a  number  of  batteaux  full  of 
Spaniardsi  who  took  pofieilion  o£  her,  when^  owing  to  duet 
ihot  which  had  pierced  her,  (he  was  on  the  point  of  finking. 
Happily,  in  this  IcuiTIc,  110  perfoii  was  hurt.  To  explain  this 
jnyllery,  it  is  ncceiiary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  on  the  i5thi 
about  fix-  hundred  Spaniards,  in  a  number  of  armed  pettiguasi 
had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  place.  Captain  Nugent 
and  his  boat's  crew  were  made  prifoners  :  and  when  brought 
on  (hore,  a  parade  was  made  for  their  execution,  and  a  fcafibid 
and  a  gaavd  of  fokiiers  were  got  ready }  foe  it  was  underftood 
to  be  the  orders,  with  which  the  Spaniards  came  to  attack  the 
fcttlcmcnt,  that  every  perfon  who  was  conquered,  and  liad 
made  reEitance,  ihould  be  put  to  death.  But  when,  upoii  lo- 
<|uirf  ,  the  enemy  found  that  neither  the  Captain  or  his  people 
had  arms,  and  that  they  had  made  no  refiftance,  they  con* 
tented  themfelves  widi  blindfolding,  flrippin^s  hnndcufRnij, 
and  conhniiig  him,  along  with  his  boat's  crew,  lu  a  dok 
pnfon* 

While  Captain  Nugent  was  undergoing  this  tieatment,  a 

j^Tcat  number  c,i  Spaniards,  in  batteaux,  atuekcd  the  Race- 
horfc  ichooner  ;  but  Lieutenant  Trott,  who  commanded  her, 
having  been  alaimed  by  the  firing  at  the  boat,  was  on  his 
guard :  and  he,  with  his  officers  and  crew,  gave  them  fo  warm 

and  unexpr  c  ic'd  a  reeey/Uoii,  ll^ut  ihcy  were  forced  to  y.tre.;!, 
after  fuitainuij^  very  coniidcrable  lofs.  On  board  the  idiooner, 
only  two  men  were  killed  and  three  wounded*  As  ibon  as  die 
Spaniards  were  beat  off.  Lieutenant  Trott  weighed  anchor 
and  repaired  lo  Key  Ijoquel,  iii  order  to  bring  up  the  Poniona 
frigate  to  George's  Key.  When  the  King's  (hip  appeared,  the 
Spaniards,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred,  took  to  theur  craft, 
and  abandoned  the  Key  with  the  greateft  precipitation,  leaving 
Captain  Nugent,  his  people,  and  the  inliabitunts,  in  clofe  coii- 
finemeat,  from  which  they  releafed  themfelves.  Captain  Nu- 
gent 
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gent  took  the  proper  meafures  to  collect  the  dilpcrfcd  tnha* 
IntantSt  and  to  iecure  theif  effbds.  Uatring  left  them  inftruo* 
ttons  bow  to  cotidud  themielTesy  he  proceeded  to  rejoin  the 
Colli ir;o dure  at  U lover's  reef,  where  the  Iquadron  arrived  on 
tlie  19th.  On  the  20tb>  iateiiigence  was  brought  thcm^  of 
George's  Kfij  being  in  pofieffion  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Com^ 
modore  had  pailed  fome  hours  in  great  uneafinefs  coocerning 
Captain  Nugent*s  fate  ;  but  was  relieved  from  his  anxiety,  by 
the  appearance  of  the  Pomona  and  ichooner,  with  tlie  pilots 
on  board.  He  immediateiy  failed  with  the  fquadron  for  the 
t^ttlf  of  'Dttlce»  and  amved  there  in  the  evening  of  the  aad; 
but  found  no  veflels  in  it.  Attended  by  Captains  Parker  and 
Kugent,  with  the  marines  of  the  fquadron  and  a  party  of  fea- 
men  in  the  boat$»  he  therefore  pufiied  up  the  rivert  and  landed 
nt  the  Spanilh  wardiouies  before  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
Thefc  he  found  totally  abandoned^  every  thing  having  been 
carried  away  from  them,  except  the  remains  of  a  few  provi- 
fions,  which  feemed  to  indicate^  that  the  people  had  not  been 
long  gone.  On  the  2^69  in  the  momingf  he  reinforced  the 
crew  of  the  Racehorfe  fchooner,  and  dife6led  Lieutenant 
Trott  to  make  the  befl  of  his  way  to  Omoa,  to  reconnoitre  the 
ilrength  of  the  place,  and  to  look  for  the  (hips  that  had  failed 
from  Dolce  $  which  he  foppofed  would  be  found  m  that  port. 
Next  morning,  the  Commodoie  was  joined  at  fea  hj  the  Race- 
horfe fchooncr,  and  informed  by  her  Commander,  that  the 
three  fiiips  were  at  anchor  under  the  fort;  that  two  of  them  weie 
fcadf  for  fea  $  that  the  other  had  her  yards  and  topmafls  ftruck  ; 
and  ihsit  (he  fortifications  did  not  appear  to  be  of  any  great 
ilrength.  This  intelligence  gave  great  joy  to  tlie  whole  fqua- 
drouy  which  failed  dirediy  for  Omoa,  and  arrived  off  that 
port  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  The  Commodore  ufed  his 
keft  endeavours  to  periuade  die  ^nlots  to  carry  in  his  ftips  im- 
mediatcly  ;  but  they  all  refufed  to  comply  with  his  requed 
until  day-light.  Their  obilinacy  was  very  fortunate  for  the 
ilquadron  ;  for  at  day-^bieak^  when  it  approached  neater  to  the 
ihore^  it  wa^  peredved*  that  the  fortification  had  by  much 
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too  fonnMable  an  afpe^,  to  admit  of  an  attempt  to  force  it, 
with  any  reafonabie  profpe£l  of  fucccfs.  Nor  would  the  re- 
du^oo  of  it  have  been  of  any  avaii ;  for  the  legifter  fiiipa  had 
all  their  topmafta  and  yards  ftnick^  and  were  lying  up  a  creekj 
where  neither  the  (hips  nor  boats  conld  have  got  at  them»  eveM 
it  they  had  fiiccecdcd  in  lliencing  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
prefcnted  themfelves  to  view-,  on  the  fort  and  batteries. 

Thus  difappointed  of  obtaining  pofleflton  of  ihe  regtfter  (bipf 
at  Omoa,  the  Commodoie  teiblved  to  endeavour  to  intercept 
them  oflT  Cape  Antonio.    This  was  indeed  the  only  hope  that 
now  rem  allied  of  iiccor-iplilliing  tliat  tlcfign,  before  the  time 
allotted  for  his  cruize  fliould  expire.    To  procure  a  fupply  of 
water,  he  determined  to  flop  for  a  few  days  in  the  Bay  o£ 
Truxillo  I  where  he  iikewtfe  expe^ed  to  obtain  mocc  ample 
accounts  of  the  ftate  of  the  Britifli  inhabitants  in  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  than  he  yet  poflcfled.    For  thefc  purpofes,  as  foon 
as  the  fquadron  failed  from  Omoa,  he  fent  the  Racehorfe 
fchooncr  to  the  river  Belee>  with  orders  afterwards  to  repair 
to  George's  Key,  to  put  alhoie  there»  in  compliance  with 
their  own  defire»  the  people  who  had  fenred  him  as  pilots  i 
to  make  all  poffible  inquiries  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  Bridfli 
fettlers;  and  then  to  rejoin  him  in  the  Bay  of  Truxillo.  Hav- 
ing returned  there  on  the  4th  of  O^ober,  her  Commanderj 
Lieutenant  Trott»  reported*  that  an  armed  brigi  fent  by  Cap* 
tain  Nugent  when  at  Geoige's  Key*  had  nearly  colle^ked  all 
the  iettlers  in  the  Bay;  that  ieventy  of  them' were  on  board 
the  brig,  and  more  than  twoiiuii  lr  1  under  her  efcort  in  fmall 
craft  i  and  that  he  had  ordered  them  to  rru^iiHo,  in  their 
way  to  Black  river.    As  they  did  not  appear  while  the  fqua- 
dron  was  in  that  bay,  the  Commodore  ordered  the  Racehorie 
to  remain  there ;  and  left  inftru6lions  with  Lieutenant  Trotti 
that,  if  they  (hould  ?.rrive  while  he  was  taking  in  water,  he 
ihould  pivc  every  afii (lance  in  his  power,  toward  forwardiiig 
the  brig  with  the  Baymen  to  Black  river»  on  the  Mufquito 
(bore.    He  aUb  learned,  with  great  concern,  tha^the  pilots 
carried  by  the  Racehorfe  to  George's  Key,  finding  no  King's 
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veflel  there,  or  iecurirf  for  their  perfons,  had  left  it :  and  that 

the  inhabitants  of  all  the  Britilli  fcltlcmriits  in  the  hnv  were 
abandoning  their  property,  not  thinking  it  tcnabk  againd  the 
fuperior  numbers  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  were  removing  as  fa(t 
as  poffibley  fome  to  Jamaica,  but  the  greateft  part  of  them  to 
Blick  river,  on  the  MqCquito  (horc.    The  fc]u  u!i  o:i  failed  from 
Truxillo  bay  on  the  4th  of  Odobcr  ;  and  on  the  7th,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  his  Majefty's  fioop  Porcupine. 
She  had  under  her  convoy,  a  detachment  of  the  Loyal  Irtih 
Corps,  anH  fome  Muk|Uit()  Iiiui.uKi,  and  Iparc  arms,  under  tLc 
command  of  Captain  Commandant  Dalrymple,  who  had  been 
fent  by  Governor  Bailing  of  Jamaica,  to  protedl  the  fettlers  in 
the  Bay  of  Honduras.   The  Captain  immediately  waited  on 
tlic  Commodore,  and,  after  receiving  ivoni  him  an  account  of 
the  diiagrceable  iituation  of  the  Daymen,  propofcd  to  join  him 
in  making  an  attack  by  fea  and  land  on  the  garriibn  of  Omoa, 
and  on  the  Spaniih  galleons  at  diat  place ;  on  condition,  that 
the  marines  and  mufquctry-men  of  the  fquadron  fhould  be 
landed,  to  afiiil  at  the  operations  of  the  (iegc.    In  this  pro- 
pofali  the  Commodore  acquiefced. 

Having  thus  fixed  their  defign,  fteps  were  mimediately  taken, 
to  render  the  expedition  as  formidable  ns  pofTible.  The  Com- 
modore returned  with  the  troops  to  1  ruxillo  bay  :  the  Lowe- 
ilofie  and  Pomona  were  detached  to  Bonacea  and  Uiilla,  in 
queft  of  the  veflels  with  the  Baymen,  and  to  feeure  the  ferncet 
'  of  the  people  who  had  been  driven  from  George's  Key ;  and 
the  Racchorfc  was  fent  to  the  iOand  of  Rattan  on  the  fame 
iervice.  They  ail  returned  with  expedition  and  fuccefs,  brings 
ing  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Theie 
people,  naturally  fcmd  of  adventure,  and  habituated  to  danger, 
gladly  embraced  this  opportunity  of  being  revenged  on  the 
Spaniards,  at  vhofe  expence  they  alfo  hoped  to  enrich  them- 
felves.  Captain  Dalrympk  armed  them,  and  divided  them 
into  companies;  allotting  to  fuch  as  were  flaves,  their  proprie- 
tors as  officers.  No  time  was  loii  i.*  making  fealing-ladders, 
fafcines,  iand-bags,  and  every  requUitc  tiiix^  in  their  power. 
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which  they  judged  necefiary  for  carrying  on  the  fiege.  The 
ptan  of  attack  being  fettled,  the  fquadroni  conGfting  of  die 

Charon,  LoweftofFe,  Pomona,  Porcupine,  Racchorfc,  three 
ichooners,  and  a  number  of  frnall  craft,  failed  in  the  morning 
of  the  loth  of  Odobcr  for  Porto  Cavallo  bay,  arrived  there 
next  day,  and  anchored  dofe  inihore*   In  the  evening  of  the 
i6th,  the  troops  were  landed  in  excellent  order,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Pakenham  of  the  Porcupine,  and  began 
to  march  from  tlic  beach  before  cievcn  o'clock  at  night.  As 
the  guides  had  informed  Captain  Dahymple,  that  Port  Omoa 
was  only  three  leagues  dtftant,  it  was  defigned  that  the  troops 
(hould  march  dirccily  forward,  in  the  night,  to  furprife  and 
efcaiade  the  fort.    The  diRance,  however,  proved  greater  than 
they  had  been  led  to  fuppofe :  and  the  roads  were  fo  extvemely  > 
bad,  that  no  European  troops  ever  encountered  fucfi  a  march* 
By  impeiKtrabk  Lliiekcts  of  mangroves  intercepting  their  way, 
they  were  obliged  fomc times  to  go  out  mto  the  fca,  which 
damaged  the  cartouches ;  and  at  other  times  to  pa(s  thioiigfi 
lagoons,  roorafles,  and  narrow  foot-paths,  over  mountains 
having  precipices  on  each  fide,  and  rendered  almoft  impaiiybie 
by  recent  rains.    Through  ail  thefe  intricacies,  they  were 
.  forced  to  grope  their  way,  guided  only  by  lights  made  from 
cabbage  trees.    At  day-break,  the  troops  were  ftill  two  leagues 
from  the  lurt.    By  the  iiimiberlcfs  obftacles  tl  <u  occurred,  ilie 
line  of  march  was  broken  \  tiie  rear  fell  far  behind  ;  fome  had 
idropped  down  with  fatigue  $  and  others,  in  the  darkne(s  of 
the  night,  had  loft  their  way,  through  paths  paflable  only  by 
Indians.    la  the  itionuiiir,  the  rear  wa^  brought  up  by  Capuui 
Cardan  of  the  6oth  regiment.    Captain  Dalrymplc  then  order« 
«d  the  whole  to  halt  for  two  hours,  to  refreih  the  men.  When 
tiie  march  was  refumed,  the  troops  again  encountered  pafles 
and  defiles,  fimilar  to  thofe  wliich  iiad  obilruded  ilicir  progrcfs 
in  the  preceding  night :  the  Indians  kept  ikinnilhing  with  fome 
of  the  enemy^s  parties  as  they  went  along ;  and  two  lookouts 
or  fmall  pofts  were  taken,  from  which  fome  of  the  enemy^ 
foldicrs  made  ihca'  ticapc,  uiid  earried  inicliigcntc  to  iLc  Go- 
vernor, 
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trernoTy  that  an  enemy  was  advancing.    As  the  Spaniards  had 

lad  night  fecn  the  fquadron  and  Mufquito  craft,  and  did  nof 
think  that  Europeans  would  undertake  fuch  a  march,  they  con- 
je^uredy  that  Indians  from  the  fmali  veflels  were  the  only 
enemy  landed.  To  favour  thb  deception,  the  Indians  were 
advanced  to  the  front,  and  diOodged  them  from  their  lookouts ; 
whicli  prevented  them  from  occupying  the  defiles  and  palles, 
until  the  troops  arrived  near  the  town»  where  they  had  placed 
an  ambufcade.  The  Indians,  naturally  very  acute  as  fcouts» 
perceived  them,  and  reprefented  that  the  Spaniards  were  drawn 
\ip  in  great  force.  Captain  Dalryniplo  immediately  made  n 
difpofition  of  his  troops  to  defeat  and  cut  them  oii.  iror  tin » 
porpofc  he  advanced  rapidly,  and^  on  his  approach,  received 
from  fifty  or  Hxty  Spaniards,  a  fcattered  fire,  which  killed  one 
man  and  wounded  another.  The  enemy  then  fled  with  the 
greated  precipitation  to  the  fort,  woods,  and  town,  evacuate 
ing  the  Governor's  houfe,  which  Mras  built  with  battlcmentsi 
terrafied  on  the  top,  and  extremely  capable  of  defence.  From 
the  heights  on  its  environs,  of  which  the  troops  had  gained  pof- 
feflion,  there  was  a  full  view  of  the  fort,  about  half  a  mile 
diilant  from  the  town,  at  the  bottom  of  the  hiilft.  As  the 
enemy  kept  firing  from  the  town,  the  Captain,  much  contrary 
to  his  inclinations,  was  obliged  to  pre  orders  to  fct  it  on  fire. 
When  this  order  was  executed,  the  inhabitants  fled  to  the  fort 
or  to  the  woods ;  and  the  property  confumed  in  it  waseilimat- 
ed  at  100,000  piaftres.  While  the  town  was  in  fiames,  the 
fquadron  came  into  the  bay ;  and  fuppofing  this  a  proper  time 
to  batter  the  furt,  went  in  abreafl  of  it.  The  land-forces  did 
iv]iat  they  could  to  fccond  their  efforts  :  but  unfortunately,  the 
fcaling  ladders  were  carried  by  the  Honduras  fufikers^  whoijp 
cngernefs  to  engage  in  flcirmifhing  had  induced  them  to  drop 
them,  and  to  hallen  to  get  to  the  h.cad  of  the  column.  This 
prevented  the  miiitary  from  b^ing  able  to  co-operate  with  the 
fquadron,  with  the  defired  effcd. 

The  Commodore  had  hopes,  that  the  breeze  which  brought 
the  fquadron  into  the  port,  would  have  coined  the  fliips  clofc 
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to  the  fort  and  batteries  ;  and  accordingly,  made  the  fignal  for 
the  Lowefloile  to  lead  to  a£^ion.  This  was  obeyed  by  Captam 
Parker  wth  the  utmoft  alacrity.  As  foon  as  they  opened  the 
eaftera  pointy  the  enemy  began  to  fire  on  the  Loweftofie,  Charon, 
Pomona,  and  Porcupine ;  but  no  flioL  were  returned  untU  the 
enemy's  guns  had  fo  lulled  the  u  ind,  as  to  leave  but  Iktle  pro* 
fpe£i  of  his  being  able  to  bring  the  ihips  clofe  enough  to  engage 
with  efie£^.  With  a  Ttew  rather  to  cover  them  from  the  enem/s 
aim  by  fmokc,  than  wiili  aiiv  hope  of  fucccfs  from  .1  dilLir.t 
cannonadei  the  Lowcdofl'e  and  Charon  began  to  fire  ^  but  die 
Pomona  was  not  able  to  get  near  enough  to  make  her  guns  bear 
on  the  fort.  As  foon  as  it  was  in  his  power,  the  Commodore 
laid  his  ihip'shead  to  the  oifing  :  and  a  breeze  fpringing  up  to 
the  northward,  he  made  the  figtial  to  tack,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  fetch  the  ground  on  which  he  wiChed  to  anchor  the 
fquadron  i  but  was  difappointed  by  its  becpming  caUn.  The 
Loweftofie  run  a(hore,  and  received  a  heavy  fire  from  die 
enemy.  Luckily  (lie  paid  otT  again  :  but  before  the  boats  of 
the  fleet  could  get  to  her  aiHitance,  her  hull^  maiisj  and  yards, 
were  fo  much  difabled^  as  to  render  it  neceflary  to  anchor  her 
to  leeward,  and  there  refit  her.  The  Charon's  rudder  was 
choked  by  a  fliot,  v.  hiLh  filled  tuc  fpnce  between  it  and  the 
dern-poil  with  fpl inters,  part  of  her  wheel  was  ihotawaji  and 
her  mizen-maft  badly  wounded* 

On  the  1 8th,  at  the  requeft  of  Captain  Dalrymple,  the  Com- 
moilore  ordered  the  Porcupine's  guns  to  be  Iand<-d,  ai.ci  to  be 
placed  on  batteries  which  he  had  ere£led  againft  the  fort,  oa 
the  high  ground  near  the  Governor's  houfe.  The  (aitois 
dragged  them  up  the  hill,  through  a  fteep  and  bad  road,  with 
great  chcerfulncfs,  and  tlicy  were  fired  with  all  the  ctTecl  that 
could  be  expected.  The  enemy  increafed  their  fire  to  the 
land  fide»  and  difabled  fome  of  the  guns  on  the  batteries  \  by 
which  they  convinced  both  the  Commodore  and  Captain 
Dalrymple,  that,  with  fo  light  metal  as  they  had,  the  redll> 
tion  of  the  fort  by  the  ordinary  method  of  attack,  would  be 

tedious*  if  not  impraQicable.   To  make  icguhr  approaches 
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and  cfTcCt  a  breach,  a  very  large  train  of  battering  cannon 
wouhl  be  ncccflr.iry  :  in  the  progrefs  of  thefc  operations  a  great 
length  of  time  would  be  wafted,  and  in  the  end,  they  might  be 
obliged  to  attempt  the  place  by  efcalade.  They  had  alfo  an 
enemy  in  their  rear,  daily  increafing  in  numbers ;  and  found 
that  the  ditch  round  the  fort  was  dry.  Having  duly  confidered 
all  ihefe  circumftances,  they  determined  to  ftorm  the  place,  as 
foon  as  every  thing  could  be  properly  concerted.  The  mode  of 
attack  was  fettled  :  the  Pomona  frigate  was  to  be  towed  clofe  in 
during  the  night  of  the  19th,  the  other  ftiips  were  alfo  to  co- 
operate ;  and  the  affault  was  to  be  made  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  20th.  Captain  Dalrymple  made  the  following  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  forces  under  his  command:  the 'Europeans  were 
formed  into  four  columns  in  line  ;  four  men  advanced  with 
guides  at  the  head  of  each  column  :  in  each  column  thefe  were 
followed  by  eight  men  carrying  the  ladders,  and  thefe  by  a  few 
hand-grenade  men.  Two  columns  confifted  of  feamen,  and 
two  of  marines,  with  a  few  Loyal  Irifli  *,  and  the  whole  amount- 
ed to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Every  thing  being  in 
readinefs,  about  three  in  the  morning,  they  moved  down  the 
hill,  and  there  halted  for  the  fignal  from  the  Charon,  which 
was  to  denote  that  ftie  was  under  way,  and  would  attack  in 
twenty  minutes.  A  little  after  four  o*clock  the  fignal  was  made, 
the  columns  advanced  under  the  fire  of  their  own  battery,  and 
Nvere  encouraged  to  proceed,  by  obferving  that  the  Spaniards 
did  not  perceive  their  march,  as  they  fired  their  (hot  over  them, 
aiming  at  the  batteries  on  the  hills. 

The  fire  from  the  fquadron  attra^ed  the  attention  of  the 
garrifon  to  that  fide,  which  proved  of  the  greateft  utility.  The 
troops  advanced  in  profound  filence,  arms  trailed  :  and  in  order 
to  animate  them,  the  parole  was  changed  to  bayonet,  and  the 
counterfign  was  Britons  Jlnke  home.  They  continued  to  advance 
undifcovercd,  until  they  reached  the  Spanifh  centries,  who 
were  every  two  or  three  minutes  parting  the  word,  ahrio.  At 
the  entrance  into  the  ditch  were  two  guns,  pointed  from  the 
flank  of  the  baftion  to  fcourit.    The  enemy's  centries  gave  the 
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alarm,  and  their  drain  beat  to  arms.  The  cdainns  were  ftagger- 
ed  and  recoiled  a  littk  ^  but  inftantly  recovering  thcmfclvcs, 
advnnced  with  fpirit  to  the  foot  of  the  wzW,  which  was  twenty- 
eight  feet  high,  and  on  which  wa»  a  battery  of  five  gnng. 
They  reared  one  ladder,  a  fecond,  and  a  third.  The  firft  ladder 
was  broke  by  ihc  flank  guns  of  another  baflion,  which  alfo 
killed  a  midibipman,  and  badly  wounded  fire  men.  'Xlie  other 
ladders  were  alfo  injuredi  but  not  broke.  Two  feamen  got  op 
firft  by  one  ladder^  and  obeyed  their  orders  by  not  6ring.  They 
levelled  their  mulTcets  at  a  body  drawn  up  to  oppofc  them,  con- 
fiding of  fixty  Spaniards,  who  feemed  pctriiicd  with  fear^ 
and  kept  them  in  awe  for  fome  minutesy  although  their  oflkers 
were  at  their  head  encouraging  them  to  Bght. 

The  fciimen  fcrambling  up  ihcladdcrs,  now  formed  a  pretty 
ihong  band^  and  impatient  to  attack  the  enemy,  leaped  Aovn 
from  the  parapets  with  a  fpirit  and  impetuofity  not  to  be  de* 
fcribed.   On  thetr  being  reinforced  by  the  marines  and  Loyal 
Irifh,  the  Spaniards  fled  to  the  cafcmcnts,  but  they  could  not 
recover  their  panic,  notwithflanding  every  exertion  of  their 
ofiicers }  and  about  one  hundred  of  them  efcaped  over  the  waHt, 
and  out  of  a  fally  port.   The  Governor  and  principal  officers 
then  came  and  delivered  up  to  Captain  Dalrymple  their  (words, 
the  garrifon  and  regifter  fliips,  with  the  keys  of  the  fort,  and 
7\{'kc(\  their  lives.    The  garrifon  that  remained  in  the  fort  and 
fubmitted)  including  officers  and  priefts,  amounted  to  three 
hundred  and  feventy-four.    Eleven  Spaniards  were  found 
tvouiulcd,  two  ui  \hliom  died  foon  after.    The  enemy  woiilJ 
not  coufefs  the  number  tliey  had  killed  i  but  it  was  conjectured 
to  exceed  thirty.   Captain  Dalrymple  was  highly  pleafed  with 
the  valour  and  a£bivity  (hewn  by  the  officers  and  men  of  both  j 
fervices,  that  w  ere  under  his  commaiui  ;  and  pai cicu:  iri :nen- 
tions  Lieutenant  iJundas  of  the  navy,  who  was  the  fourth,  an^ 
Mr.  Concannen,  a  mid(hipman«  who  was  the  third,  whoefcalad- 
ed  the  walls :  al(b,  Lieutenant  Wightman  of  tfie  manneSft  who  I 
a^edashis  aid-de«camp,  and  was  wounded  the  evening  of  the 
tpthj  when  reconnoitring  the  ditdi.    lie  feat  home  his  dii^ 
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^patches  by  lieuteiiatit  Cardan  of  the  doth  Tegiment,  irho»  hy 

his  appointment,  had  a£^ed  as  Captain  of  artillery  and  engineer 
in  this  expedition,  and  rendered  very  important  fervices. 

By  the  Convention,  into  which  the  Spaniih  Gofcraor  enter* 
«d  with  the  Commanders  of  his  Majefty's  fea  and  land-fbxcesy* 
a  fHpahtkm  was  made  to  exdiange  the  garrifon  of  Omoa,  for 
the  Daymen  who  were  inhumanly  canicd  away  with  their  fa* 
4ni!ies  to  Merida  :  and  for  the  performance  of  this  article,  two 
jpriefts  and  the  Lientenant^Govemor  wtre  detained  as  ho(Uge8» 
The  Spaniards  were  aUb  obliged,  by  this  tieaty,  to  exehange 
twoMukiuito  Iriclians,  one  of  whom  luid  been  furccd  to  dive  at 
Carthagena  for  many  years,  with  irons  on  his  limbs  ^  and^ 
after  the  inhnmaa  labours  of  the  day»  was  committed  to  a 
dungeon  every  evening.  By  this  conqueft,  feveral  ttnfortiinate 
Englifhmen  were  likcwiic  releafcd,  who  had  been  couiincd 
here,  and  nude  to  work  as  ilaves. 

The  Governor  and  garrifon  were  releafed  for  the  prefent,  as 
priibners  of  war  on  their  parole  of  honour;  but  bonnd  to  r^ 
turn,  and  furrender  thcmfclves  at  a  time  fpecified,  if  tlic  con- 
ditions of  their  enlargement  were  not  complied  with.  This 
was  perhaps  the  more  nece£u7»  as  it  was  well  knowni  that 
the  Spaaianls  had  a  moft  inveterate  hatred  agasnft  the  Baymea 
and  the  Mofquito  Indians.  As  a  farther  iecwrity,  the  church 
plate  and  religious  ornaments,  for  which  all  ranfom  had  been 
refafedy  were  retained  as  a  depofit,  to  be  returned  fireely  as  a 
prefent  along  with  the  hoftaget^  upon  the  due  performance 
of  the  {everal  articles  of  the  Conventtoo.  This  furely  was  the 
very  beft  expedient  that  could  be  dcvifed,  for  compelling  a 
bigoted  Spaniard  to  perform  .1  promife  made  to  iieretic6.f 

The  treafuce  that  had  been  in  the  caftk  v^as  removed  to  a 
place  of  £i£ety,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  as  foon  as  the  enemy 
heard  oi  the  approach  of  the  iiritini  forces;  bur  thur  on  IxMrd 
the  galleons,  with  tlie  cargoes  of  the  other  vellcis  in  the  har- 
bouTf  and  the  value  of  the  (hips  themfelves  captuied  <mi  ibis 


•  Sec  Note  130. 

t  What  a  pity  bat  our  cottittryiiiCDi  when  they  took  J^aoilk  by  fitofm  in 
i76a«  bad  been  at  wife  Jf 
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occafion,  amounted,  hj  eftimate,  to  three  miiltons  of  ptafttet 
or  pieces  of  eight. 

The  Spanilli  Gcvernor,  npprehenfive  that  it  was  the  ivirfn- 
tioii  of  the  Britilh  to  demolilh  the  fortUicattons  licre.  chcv 
hadt  in  the  former  war,  done  thofe  at  Porto  Belioy  waa  raj 
folicttouft  to  ranfom  the  fort,  which  had  coft  the  Crown  of 
Spain  an  incredibk  lum  of  money,  and  even  offered  tLr::c 
hundred  tlioufand  dollars  for  it.  The  two  galkoxis»  or  icgUki 
ihipsi  profed  prises  of  immenfe  value  to  die  captors,  and  aa 
irreparable  lofs  to  the  enemy,  as  they  had  on  board  two  huh 
drcd  and  fifty  quintals  of  quickfilvcr,  newly  arrived  from  Old 
Spain ;  a  commodity  fo  cilential  to  the  purification  of  their 
gold  and  filver,  and  to  the  feparation  of  thefc  precious  nmtah 
from  other  bodies,  with  which  they  are  combined  in  their 
ores,  that  without  a  conflant  fupply  of  it,  their  mines  are  of  m 
value.  The  Spaniards  would  have  given  double  it^  real  vahic 
for  it  i  but,  for  the  reafons  already  aiTigned,  the  Britiih  Com- 
*  inanders  refolved  neither  to  part  with  it,  nor  liften  to  any  tern 
for  ranfoming  the  fort  Thus,  like  true  patriots,  did  they  pre- 
fer the  public  good  to  their  private  emolument:  but  their  noble 
and  diliaterelled  views  were  foon  iruilratcd  in  rcipect  of  tiic 
fort,  by  the  enemy,  who  recovered  it,  not  fo  much  by  say 
vigorous  esertions  on  their  part,  as  owing  to  the  unhealihhwfr 
of  the  place.  This  conqueft  did  great  iiur.ou:  to  tl.j  handful 
of  men  who  accompUIhed  it*  Their  humanity  was  as  wo^ 
fpicttous  as  their  bravery :  nor  could  there  be  a  greater  cottial^ 
than  between  the  treatment  received  by  the  ful^e£b  of  tk 
I'litilli  Ivi^l^r  George's  Key,  who  luirendercd  at  ducretion, 
and  tlut  of  the  bpaniih  garrifon  at  Omoa,  though  taken  by 
ftorm.  When  the  troops  marched  on  to  the  aflanlt,  C^caia 
Dalrymple's  orders  were — not  to  fpare  any  who  refifted^  bat 
to  give  quarter  to  ail  who  afked  it and  thcfe  orders  wefe 
pun£lually  obeyed.  Only  two  pcrfons  who  refuted  were 
wounded  by  the  bayonet,  and  none  were  pillaged.  Eaeai^ 
people  from  the  Mufquito  ihore,  and  thofe  of  Hondonib  *^ 
had  experienced  tlic  mod  cruel  treatment  from  the  Spaniirds, 
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cheerfully  complied  with  the  public  orders.   Proper  rcfpcdt 
was  (hewn  to  the  Spaniih  GoYcmor,  the  officers,  foldierSf  and^ 
iohahitants  $  and  neither  eloathsy  watchesy  poclGet-money,  nor 
any  other  efle£bs,  were  taken  from  any  of  the  prifoners. 

The  greateft  acls  of  mere  courage  are  fo  common  to  Bniifli 
feamea,  that  a  particular  account  of  any  one  of  them,  may,  to 
many  readers/  feem  fnperflnous :  but  the  following  inftance  of 
magnanimity,  b  at  once  fo  lingular  in  its  circumftances,  and 
io  truly  charaifteriflic  of  tlie  peculiar  maiincis,  ideas,  and  ge- 
nerous heroilm  of  that  invaluable  orticr  of  men,  as  to  render  it 
litfely  worthy  of  notice.    It  would  indeed  be  an  a^l  of  injuftice 
to  die  public,  not  to  refcoe  from  oblivion,  a  tale,  which  muft 
ftrike  foreign  nations  wuh  allunillunLii:,  while  it  rcflecU  the 
highed  honour  on  the  feamen  of  Britain.    A  common  failor, 
who  had  fcakd  the  walls  of  the  fort  at  Omoa,  had,  that  he 
might  the  more  fuccefsfully  annoy  the  enemy,  armed  himfelf 
with  a  cutlafs  in  each  hand.    Thus  equipped,  he  met  a  Spa- 
nifh  officer,  newly  roufcd  from  his  ileep  ;  who,  in  his  hurry 
and  confafion,  had  forgotten  to  take  his  fword.    This  cir- 
cumftance  tmmedtacely  attra£ted  the  notice  of  the  Britiih  tar, 
«nd  reihvined  his  fury.   Unwilling  to  relinquiih  fo  glorious 
an  opportunity  ofdifplaying  his  courage  in  fingle  combat,  and 
dildaining  to  attack  an  unarmed  foe,  he  prefented  one  oi  the 
cutlaiies  to  him,  and  thus  addrefied  him :  **  I  fcwn  to  take  an^ 
advantage ;  you  are  now  upon  a  footing  with  me**    The  afto* 
niftimcnt  of  the  Sp;"iinjrd  .it  fuch  ai\  At\  of  gcnerohty,  and  at 
the  cafe  with  which  fuch  a  parley  took  place,  when  the  un- 
couth and  formidable  appearance  of  his  foe  led  him  to  form  no 
expe^hidon,  but  that  of  bring  inftantly  and  without  mercy  cut 
to  pieces,  could  be  nvailed  only  by  the  admiration  which  his 
recital  of  the  (lory  excited  in  his  countrymen. 

The  Commodore  was  highly  pkafed  with  the  conduA  and 
behiyiQur  of  the  Captains,  officers,  and  feamen,  under  his 
command.  He  mentioned,  in  his  difpatches,  the  important 
fervices  performed  by  Captains  Nugent  and  Pakenham,  and 
iaeuteoaot  Xrott }  and  fent  them  home  by  Captain  Pakenham, 
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who  had  a  moft  gracious  receptioii  ftom  his  Majeft  j.  Pcrinpt 
there  never  was  a  conjunfl  expedilkMi,  in  which  it  was  kh 

neetiful  to  mention  particular  udmcs,  than  n\  that  agaiint 
Omoa*  The  conducl  of  die  Commaiiderii  and  of  aii  the  fub- 
ordinate  officers  in  boih  departmeniSy  was  in  all  refpeds  a* 
empbry,  whether  our  attention  be  turned  to  their  miliisrf 
operations,  or  to  the  harmony  which  pervaded  the  whole.  To 
this  indeed  mud  the  fuccefs^  which  atteodcd  the  cj^ditionj 
be  chiefly  attributed* 

Before  Commodore  Luttrell  quitted  this  part  of  the  Ask* 
rican  coaft,  he  fettled  fome  of  the  difperfed  Baymen  on  ^ 
Mufquito  iliurc  •,  but  moft  of  them  he  carried  with  him  to  the  . 
ifland  of  Rattan,  where  he  formed  a  icttlement,  having  foni- 
£ed  the  pJace  in  the  bed  manner  that  circiimftanoes  would 
admit.  He  then  tetumed  with  the  fquadron,  prises,  and 
troops,  to  Jamaica  ;  leaving  ihc  roicupuic  Hoop  to  aiLil  iini 
garrifon,  which  Captain  Dairymplc  kft  at  Omoa. 

The  climate,  in  which  the  fort  of  St.  Ferdinand  de  Coos 
is  fituated,  is  extremely  unfavourable  to  ftrangers :  and  lb  i^ 
proved  to  the  Britifli  garrifon,  and  to  the  crew  of  his  Majcfiy's 
iloop  Porcupine>  wiiofc  numbers  were  greatly  duniniihed  by  a 
pellilential  diforder  which  raged  among  them.  To  augment 
their  diftrefies,  a  conGderabk  body  of  Spaniards  tnveftedthe 
place  on  the  25th  of  November.  The  officers,  on  confalting 
together,  found  tliat  they  had  not  Rrength  to  ftand  a  fiegc. 
They  therefore  refoived  to  abandon  the  Jbrt,  which  they  did  on 
the  28th  i  after  having  fpiked  up  the  guns,  and  embarked  tbc 
ammunition  and  ftores, 

'Ihc  Ruby  was  eoiamjnded  by  Capiani  Iklichacl  Jclm 
£veritt»  as  Captain  Deane  was  fo  much  indifpofcd,  that  he 
was  unable  to  uke  chaigc  of  her,  and  died  foon  after.  This 
veflelf  accompanied  by  the  iEoIus  and  Jamaica  floop,  being  on 
cruize  off  the  illand  of  Gunavc,  inilK*  Bite  ol  Loogane,  about 
one  in  the  momiag  of  the  2d  of  June,  fell  in  with  4  large  £wli 
to  which  they  immediately  gave  chacc*  The  Ruby  geltii^ 
within  point  blank  fliot  of  her^  between  fevep  and  eighto'dodi 
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(he  (Iruck  and  proved  to  be  L  \  Prudente,  French  fiiip  of 
war,  of  thirty-fix  guns,  (twelve  pounders)  and  three  hundred 
and  fourteen  men,  conmianded  by  the  Vifcount  d'Efcars.  The 
enemy  kept  firing  their  Hern  chaces,  as  the  King's  fliips  ap- 
proached, by  which  Captain  Evcritt  and  one  feanian  of  tlic 
Ruby  were  unfortunately  killed.  In  Captain  Everiit,  his  Ma- 
jelly  loft  a  moft  excellent  officer  *,  and  his  death  was  univer- 
fally  lamented  by  all  who  had  the  pleafurc  of  his  acquaintance. 
La  Prudente  was  purchafcd  into  the  fcrvicc,  ami  added  to  the 
Royal  Navy,  without  changing  her  name.  The  Penelope 
took  a  Spanifli  guarda  cofta  of  ten  guns  and  fevcnty-five  men. 
She  was  called  the  Hermofa  Mariana. 

His  Majefly's  fhip  Salifbury  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Charles  Inglis,  being  off  Porto  de  Sal),  in  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  at  day-brcak  on  the  1 2th  of  December,  got  fight  of 
a  large  fail,  and  gave  chace  to  her,  it  being  then  light  breezes. 
At  fix  in  the  evening  the  chace  hoifted  Spanifli  colours.  At 
half  paft  fix,  the  two  fhips  got  fo  near  as  to  exchange  fomc 
(hot ;  and  they  continued  clofing,  with  conftant  firing  on  both 
fides,  until  paft  eight  o'clock,  when  the  enemy's  main-maft 
went  overboard,  and  they  furrendered :  her  mizen-maft  alfo 
went  during  the  night.  She  proved  to  be  the  Saint  Carlos  of 
fifty  guns,  viz.  thirty-eight  twelve  pounders,  fixtecn  of  v/hich 
were  brafs,  twelve  fix  pounders,  and  three  hundred  and  nincty- 
feven  men,  a  private  Spanifh  fhip  of  war,  commanded  by  Don 
Juan  Antonio  Zavellctta,  from  Cadiz  bound  to  Port  Omoa, 
and  having  on  board  twelve  twenty-four  pounders  brafs  cannon, 
a  quantity  of  (hot  and  (hells,  five  thoufand  ftand  of  arms,  &c. 

On  board  the  Salifbury,  four  men  were  killed  in  the  action, 
and  fourteen  wounded.  Among  the  latter  was  Mr.  Millar, 
the  Mafter.  Five  of  the  wounded  died  foon  after  the  engage- 
ment. The  fails  and  rigging  of  both  fhips  were  much  damaged. 
Captain  Inglis  gave  the  command  of  the  prize  to  his  Lieutenant, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hayncs,  with  whofe  conduct,  and  indeed  with 
that  of  all  the  reft  of  his  o&ccrs  and  mcn^  he  wa&  highly 
pleafed. 

On 
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On  the  igth  of  Jane,  while  at  andior  in  Port  Royal  haihoar» 

a  fire  unfortunately  broke  out  on  board  of  his  Majcfty's  (hip 
the  Glafguw.  It  was  occafioned  by  the  carcklFaefs  of  the 
ileward,  in  going  down  to  the  hold,  with  a  lighted  candle  in 
his  hand,  to  draw  rum :  and  although  ef^iy  effort  was  a£ed  hj 
Captain  Lloyd,  his  officers  and  crew,  to  fave  the  Ihip,  (he  was 
entirely  coniumcd.  When  the  Captain  faw  thnt  tlicrc  was  no 
poihbiUty  of  prefenring  her,  he  ordered  the  powder  to  be 
thrown  overboard  1  and  to  this  happy  piefenoe  of  mindf  the 
{hipping  in  the  harbour,  and  the  town  of  Kingfton,  owed  thdr 
prckrvdtion.  No  lives  were  ioll  except  that  of  the  iNUllcr, 
who  was  fnatched  out  of  the  flames  miierahly  fcorchcd,  and 
died  the  next  morning. 

NORTH  AMERICA. 

Hss  Majefty's  army,  employed  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
continued  under  the  command  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clintoo, 

and  was  of  very  great  fcrcc  :  for  although,  towards  tlic  clofc 
of  lad  year^  a  very  coniiderabie  detachment  had  been  ieiu 
from  it  to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  eonunand  of  Major- 
General  James  Grant ;  and  the  Waldeck  auxilbry  troops  hid 
been  detached  to  the  fuccour  of  tlie  province  of  Weft  Florida, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  John  Campbell,  fo  many 
provincial  corps  had  been  ratfed  during  the  winter,  that  if  aU 
of  them  had  been  complete,  it  would  ha?e  been  rather  inciea^ 
ed  than  diminiflied  in  point  of  ftrength.* 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit,  Rear-Admiral  Gambier, 
in  the  Ardent  of  iixty- four  guns,  accompanied  by  fome  frigates, 
returned  to  England.  The  command  of  the  naval  department 
then  devolved  on  Captain  Sir  George  Colfier,  until  tfae  arrival 
of  Rear-Admiral  Arbuthnotrf* 

The  campaign  in  America,  opened  tins  year,  in  the  province 
of  Georgia  i  and,  as  it  lies  far  to  the  fouthward,  the  troops 
were  enabled  to  commence  their  operations  in  the  end  of  tbe 

month 
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month  of  February.  Major-General  Prevofl  commaiideiJ  tlic 
land-forces:  and,  as  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  of  his  Majefty's 
iliip  Phoenix,  was  ordered  on  other  Hrv  ice,  by  Rear- Admiral 
Gambler,  the  command  of  the  naval  department  devolved  011 
Captain  JoJm  Henry  of  the  FcA-cy. 

The  Congrefs,  finding  thciu  not  only  troublefome,  but 
formidable,  had  (hewed  great  earneflnefs  to  obtain  a  fuperiority 
over  his  Majcfty's  land-forces  in  Georgia  :  for  until  this  ftioul J 
be  accompliihcd,  they  were  in  continual  apprehenGons  for  the 
fafety  of  Charleftown  •,  and  dreaded,  that  the  fall  of  that  town 
would  be  followed  by  the  greatcft  part  of  the  province  of  South 
Carolina.  For  this  purpofe,  they  ordered  a  confiderable  forcp 
to  march  to  the  fouihward,  and  fent  Major-General  Lincoln, 
(one  of  their  bed  officers)  to  aflume  the  command  there, 

Major-Gcncral  Prevoft,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  his 
military  force,  and  the  great  extent  of  territory  which  he  oc- 
cupied, found  it  neceflary  to  abandon  Augufta,  and  all  his  polls 
above  Hudfon's  ferry,  which  is  twenty  miles  above  the  town 
of  Savannah,  left  the  enemy,  by  their  fupcrior  numbers,  fiiould 
be  enabled  to  cut  off  fome  of  them.  Mr.  Lincoln,  as  his  army 
increafed,  drew  nearer  to  the  Britifli  outpoils,  and  eftabliflicd 
a  confiderable  force,  under  the  command  of  a  Brigadier- 
General  Aflie,  in  a  ftrong  pofition  on  Briar  creek,  only  thirteen 
miles  above  Hudfon's  ferry.  This  pofl:  was  found  to  be  fo 
extremely  inconvenient  to  the  Britidi  army,  by  cutting  off  in  a 
great  meafure,  all  the.fupplies  which  it  was  accuftomcd  to  draw 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  country,  that  General  Prevoft  de- 
termined, if  poffible,  to  remove  it,  and  took  his  meafurcs  ac- 
cordingly. The  principal  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the  enemy's 
front,  by  a  detachment  of  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Prevoft  ;  but  tliat  they  might  at  the  fame  time 
he  attacked  in  the  rear.  Sir  James  Baird,  with  three  companies 
of  grenadiers,  was  ordered  to  take  a  circuit  of  at  leaft  fifty 
miles  i  then  to  crofs  the  creek  above  them,  turn  their  flank,  and 
get  round  and  take  poft  behind  their  rear.  General  Prevoft, 
in  the  mean  time,  made  fome  movements  with  the  army,  with 

a  view 
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a  Ttew  of  attra^ing  General  Lincolti'a  attention.   The  whole 

dcfign  fuccecticd  10  his  wifh.  On  the  of  March,  ti>.cir  poll 
at  Briar  creek  was  attacked^  and  in  fome  meaiure  lurprifed. 
They  were  quickly  fouled  and  difperfed :  ieven  pieces  of  can* 
non,  feveral  ftand  of  co]o«ts»  and  almoft  all  their  anna,  am* 
munition,  and  baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 
The  lofs  which  the  enemy  fudained  in  killed,  wounded,  2nd 
prifonen^  was  very  confiderable.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
were  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  adjooung 
woods  and  fwamps ;  but  their  chief  lofs  confided  in  the  num. 
bcr  of  officers  and  men,  who,  in  their  flight,  plunged  themfeives 
into  the  river  and  were  drowned.  Brigadier-Geaeral  £lbertt 
fecond  in  command^  one  of  their  bed  Mem,  twenty-fix  odier 
officers,  and  about  two  hundred  men  were  made  prilbneis. 
The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  King's  forces,  in  this  aftion,  was  only 
Hvc  private  mcQ  killed^  and  one  o%:er  and  tenpriratc  mea 
wounded. 

The  enemy's  numbers  at  Briar  creek  confiderably  exceeded 

two  thoufand  ;  while  the  different  detachments,  under  the  com- 
mand of  I^ieu tenant-Colonel  Frcvoit,  amounted  only  to  nine 
hundred  efie^ive  men  but  ne?er  did  troops  fliew  greater  in* 
trepidity,  or  better  difciplinet  than  lus  Majefty^s  dad  in  this 
unequal  combat. 

The  confequences  of  this  defeat  were  foon  obvious*  The 
enemy  for  a  while  kept  a  refpe^^ful  diftance  ;  the  communka- 
tion  with  the  upper  country  was  again  opened ;  and  a  great 
number  of  the  deluded  inhabitants  fubmitted,  came  in  to 

Savannaht 

•  State  of  the  force  under  the  commaDd  of  Licutenant-CoIoncl  Prcvoft,  wUca 

he  attacked  the  rebel  poft  at  Briur  Creek,  March  ^^d,  1779  : 

Three  grenadier  cnmpaniei  of  the  6cth  regiment,       -       .       »  jOO 
One  company  of  iight-infantry  of  the  7i£k  rcgiincct,  commanded  by 

Sir  Jnmfs  Baird,         -                                                           -  loo 

'J'hc  id  battalion  oi  the  71ft  regiment,     -       -        «       -       -  3J0 

Captain  Tawfc's  troop  of  light  dragoons,           -       -       -       -  50 

Aitilkrymcs,  Proviacials,  Raagu-«,  and  Mililia,  is  all  about     -  3 

Total,  -  •  909 
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Savannah,  and  took  the  oadi  to  he  faithful  to  his  Maje(ly« 
General  Lineolni  being  foon  after  joined  by  (Irong  retnforce- 

ments  of  continental,  and  alfo  by  large  Iv  dies  of  provlnci:il 
troop"^  iTiil  miiitia  from  the  Carolinas,  he  thought  that  he  had 
now  foificient  ftrength  to  carry  a  point,  which  he  had  long  de« 
fired  to  attain.  It  had  been  his  wiih  to  march  into  the  upper 
part  of  the  provuice  of  Georgia  ;  and  there  to  cft.iblUh  a  poft 
of  fuch  ftrcngth,  as  would  efFeciually  cut  off  all  fuppUcs  heing 
lent,  by  means  of  the  river  Savannah,  to  the  King's  troops  and 
Loyal'  Americans  in  the  lower  part  of  that  province,  while  it 
wouki  ciicumfcribe  the  royal  army  within  narrow  bounds,  and 
prevent  its  being  joined  by  any  friends,  or  Indians  from  the  • 
back  fettlements.  Having  left  detachments  at  Black  Swamp 
and  Poryiburg,  under  General  Moultrie,  he  accordingly  crofled 
the  river  Savannah  on  the  i^d  of  April,  and  marched  up  its 
fouthern  bank,  with  a  very  confuierable  force. 

Major-Gcneral  Prcvoft  was  not  inattentive  to  the  enemy's 
ffdotions,  and  refolved  to  profit,  if  poffible,  by  General  Lin* 
coitus  abfence.  By  making  a  fudden  irruption  into  South 
Carolina,  and  reaching  Charleftown  bcf'^Tv'  a\i\  fuccours  could 
be  thrown  into  that  place,  he  hoped  to  make  himfelf 
mafter  of  it  by  a  eot^  de  main*  Even  if  he  ihould  fail  in  that 
attempt,  he  might  colled  a  great  quantity  of  provifions,  of 
w  iiich  hii,  uiiiiy  Hood  much  in  need,  convey  :!icm  to  Savannah, 
and  make  good  his  retreat  to  that  place,  by  means  of  the  galiies 
and  other  armed  fmall  craft,  in  which  he  might  return  by  the 
iilands  and  various  inlets,  which  were  always  open  to  him. 
Accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  April,  when  he  fuppofed,  that 
General  Lincoln  and  his  army  had  got  to  a  convenient  diilancc, 
he  crofled  the  Savannah,  with  near  three  thoufand  of  his  beft 
troops  and  fome  Indians,  and  made  a  forced  march,  in  hojpes 
of  furprifing  Brig^dier^General  Moultrie  and  the  corps  under 
his  command,  podcd  at  Black  Swamp  :  but  the  country  being 
al  irmcd,  the  rebels  had  got  notice  of  the  approach  of  the 
Brttifli  troops,  and  quitted  the  ground,  three  hours  befoce  they 
'  reached  it    Mr,  Moultrie  immediately  penetrated  into  Qeneral 

PrcvoPi'i 
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Prevoft's  clcfl  - as,  and  did  all  that  lay  in  Ids  power  to  irudrate 
them.  He  feat  an  exprefs  to  General  Lincoln,  informing  hint 
of  what  had  happened,  and  pre  (Ting  him,  either  to  return  with 
liis  army,  or  to  detach  fuch  a  Rrong  reinforcement  as  would 
prevent  Charleftown  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britiili. 
He  tlieii  marched  off  with  the  corps  under  his  command, 
formed  a  junfkion  with  one  under  Colonel  M^Intofh,  and  both' 
retreated  with  the  greateft  expedition  towards  Charkftown, 
taking  care  to  impede  the  motions  of  General  Prcvoft,  by 
breakine  down,  as  Toon  as  they  had  pafled  it,  every  biidgcthat 
lay  in  their  route.  The  news  of  GeneraiPrevoll's  invafion  of 
South  Carolina  was  fo  little  expected  by  General  Lincoln,  that 
he  could  not,  for  fome  time,  believe  that  any  thing  ferious 
was  intended  againft  Charledown.  He  fuppofed,  that  a  ftrong 
foraging  party  had  been,  by  millake,  confidered  as  an  invading 
army,  and  tl  <  rLTore  fcnt  a  reinforcement  of  only  five  hundred 
men  to  General  Moultrie,  to  drive  them  out  of  the  province.  By 
tlie  arrival  of  repeated  advices,  he  was  at  hft  convinced,  that 
it  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  dire£^  his  whole  ftrength  that 
way,  and  by  forced  marches  to  endeavour  to  fave  the  place. 
In  the  mean  time.  Governor  Rut  ledge  and  General  Moultrie 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoit,  in  fortifying  Charicflovm  on 
the  land  (ide,  in  the  beft  manner  they  could.  By  their  orders, 
all  the  houfes  in  the  fuburbs  were  burnt ;  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  days  lines  and  .  bbaiis  were  thrown  up  from  Afliicy  to 
Cooper  rivers,  and  cannon  mounted  on  them  at  proper  inter- 
vals :  a  large  body  of  militia  vr«s  ordcreil  into  the  town,  and  the 
principal  difloyal  inhabitants  gave  all  the  aid  in  their  power, 
towards  the  defence  of  the  place.  General  Prevoft  was  obliged 
to  (Irugglc  with  very  confulL-rablc  diai^uUics.  ilicrj  coiififl- 
ed,  more  in  the  fatigue  and  trouble  of  laying  bridges  acrofs 
rivers  and  creeks,  and  in  paflTing  fwamps,  tlian  in  any  oppoli- 
lion  from  the  enemy's  troops,  who  always  ied  at  his  approach, 
and  retreated  towards  Charledown.  If  he  had  been  fo  fortii> 
nate  as  to  have  arrivcJ  clicrc,  bcloic  dicfc  fuccours  were  thrown 
into  the  place,  and  fuch  pains  taken  to  fortily  it,  in  all  pro- 
bability 
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liability  it  would  have  fuffendeied  to  him  on  tlie  firft  fammons. 

By  the  loth  of  May,  he  got  witliln  a  ftiort  di (lance  of  the  place, 
and  fent  a  flag  of  truce,  requiring  the  Governor  to  deliver  up 
the  towDf  and  the  ganiioa  to  become  pri£6ner$  oi  war.  The 
ganifon  coiiiifteil*  at  thb  time,  of  no  le&  than  three  thoufand 
three  hundfcd  men ;  fo  that  it  was  at  leaft  a  third  ftrpnger 
than  the  force  ^tch  General  Pievoft  led  againft  it.  The 
troops  in  it  were  indeed  moftly  militia,  nnd  little  accuflomcd 
to  miiitary  operations.  Either  they,  ironi  avcrilon  to  hazard 
their  lives,  if  the  place  ihould  be  ftormed  ^  or  the  merchants^ 
from  the  fear  of  lofing  the  immenfe  property  which  they  had 
in  the  town,  prevailed  on  the  Governor,  in  his  civil  capacity, 
to  propofe  to  General  Prevoft — *<  Thit  ^^juili  Carolina  fhould 

remain  in  a  (late  of  neutrality  till  the  clo£e  of  the  war,  and 
*^  then  follow  the  fate  of  its  neighbourB>  on  condition  that  the 

royal  army  ihould  withdraw."  This  propofal  appears  to  be 
extremely  jefuitical.  It  would  feem  to  be  intended,  either  to 
enable  the  SoulIi  Carolincans  to  get  rid  of  the  authority  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  under  the  pretence  of  fuch  a  convention,  to  avoid 
contributing  their  quota  of  expence  for  caixying  on  the  war ;  ^ 
or  to  deceive  General  Prevoft,  until,  by  procraiUnation,  they 
had  brought  him  into  a  very  dif  jgrceable  dilemma.  They  well 
kucu  ,  u.at  Ii..v::-.l:  nuihcr  llrength  of  liunihcTs,  racrtars,  bat- 
tering cannon,  nor  a  naval  force  capable  of  making  any  im» 
pfeifion,  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  lay  Gege  to  the  town  : 
*  and  they  had  certain  information,  that  General  Lincoln,  with 
his  whole  force,  was  ftraining  every  nerve  to  come  to  its  relief, 
and  could  not  be  far  off.  They  Were  therefore  not  without 
hopes,  that  before  the  terms  of  the  negociation  could  be  finally 
adjufled,  he  might  be  placed  between  two  fires.  The  Gene- 
ral, by  reje£king  the  propoial  of  a  neutrality,  happily  efcaped 
the  (bare,  which  had  been  fo  artfully  laid  for  his  deftruAion. 
Having  previoufly  ordered  the  gallies,  armed  vefTels,  and  fmall 
craft,  to  meet  him,  he  retired  to  the  fouth  fide  of  Afhley 
river,  and  from  thet^ce  to  James's  illand,  St.  John's  ifland,  and 
the  other  iflands,  which  form  the  fouth  fide  of  Charleftown 

haMbV. 
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Jiarbour.  When  the  Vij^ilant  and  nnncd  vcHlIs  failed  ftcm 
the  town  of  Savannah,  they  went  through  Calltbogie  found 
and  Scttl!  creek,  into  Broad  river :  and  on  their  approach,  the 
rebels  burnt  Fort  Lyttclton  in  Port  Royal,  and  abandoned 
another  fort  on  St.  Helena,  Icnving  it  entire.  The  guns  v.crc 
taken  out  of  thefe  forts,  Ic.td  they  fliould  again  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  While  the  King's  troops  were  on  the 
iflands  near  Charleftown,  they  were  joined  by  two  frigates, 
cfcorting  a  fleet  of  vi£luallers  from  New  York,  which  proved 
a  moft  fcafonable  relief  to  them. 

General  Prevod's  operations,  from  that  time  to  the  loth  of 
June,  confifted  in  removing  his  troops  from  one  ifland  to  an- 
other, and  in  eftabtiihing  the  diiSmnt  pofts  intended  to  be  oc- 
cupied, during  the  r.ppronching  hotand  fukly  ftafcMTi.  On  thiit 
day,  after  every  preparation  had  been  made  to  abandon  the  poll 
at  Stono  ferry,  where  the  Honourable  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Maitland  commanded,  with  about  eight  hundred  men,  it  was 
attacked  by  at  lead  five  thoufand  rebel  troops,  headed  bj 
General  I/incoln.  They  had  a  train  of  artillery  conliiting  of 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  made  their  attack  with  great  fpirit  ; 
but  were  received  with  detemined  firmnefs  by  the  Britiflt 
troops,  who  were  aided  by  the  fire  from  the  armed  vefie!s» 
which  covered  ihc  kfc  \\,i:\k  ui  the  pofl:.  On  perceiving  a  re- 
inforcement of  troops,  ferrying  acrofs  from  John's  ifland,  to 
the  afiiftance  of  Cdonel  Maitland,  the  rebels  made  fo  pre- 
cipitate a  retreat,  that  their  army  fuflered  but  little  from  the 
troops,  who  pulbed  out  after  them,  with  a  deCgn  to  barrafs 
their  rear.  Luckily  for  them,  the  cavalrthad  been  fent  n  .va  . , 
a  few  days  before  the  rebels  had  ventured  on  this  entcrprifc,  in 
which  they  ii^verely  fu0ered.  They  loft  in  tlus  attack  a  Co- 
lonel of  artillery,-  befides  twenty*eight  officers  of  different  ranks, 
and  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded. 
They  were  enabled  to  carry  olT  all  the  latter,  and  many  of  the 
former,  by  having  a  number  of  empty  waggons,  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  for  that  purpofe.  The  lofs  fuftained  by  his 
Majedy's  forces,  conlifted  of  one  Major,  two  fubaltem  officen^ 
!  and 
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and  nineteen  non-comminioned  officers  and  privates  killed ; 
and  one  Major,  two  Captains,  fix  fubaltern  officers,  and  ninety- 
three  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  wounded  ;  and  one 
private  miffing.  General  Prevoft  ordered  the  troops  to  remain 
on  the  ground  three  days  after  the  a£lion  ;  when  no  enemy  ap- 
pearing, he  abandoned  it,  moved  to  Port  Royal  ifland,  where 
he  eftablifhed  a  poft,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  to  Savannah*  The  Americans  complained  bitterly,  of 
the  treatment  which  they  received  from  the  royal  army  in  this 
expedition  againft  Charleftown.  They  averred,  that  the  negroes, 
allured  by  the  hope  of  freedom,  had  repaired  in  great  numbers 
to  General  Prevoft  ;  that,  to  ingratiate  themfeives  with  their 
new  mafters,  they  had  difcovered  the  places,  in  which  their 
owners  had  fecreted  their  money,  jewels,  plate,  and  moft 
valuable  effefts,  when  the  Britiffi  troops  invaded  the  country  ; 
and  that,  by  thefe  means,  the  colony  loft  three  thoufand 
negroes,  moft  of  whom  were  afterwards  fold  and  fent  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  bcfides  an  immenfc  booty,  which  the  army  car- 
ried off  when  it  retreated  to  the  iflands.  How  far  thefe  com- 
plaints were  well  founded,  it  is  impoffible  to  fay.  Perhaps 
they  are  greatly  exaggerated  :  and  the  rapid  motions  of  the 
army,  may  have  prevented  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants 
from  reaching  the  General's  ears,  in  proper  time  for  him  to 
affi)rd  the  neceffiiry  redrefs.  Even  in  the  beft  light  in  which 
it  can  be  viewed,  the  country  which  is  the  feat  of  war  muft 
be  unhappy :  and  where  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  in  arms  againft  their  lawful  Sovereign,  the  difpoffeffing 
them  of  their  wealth  and  property  can  fcarcely  be  viewed  in  a 
criminal  light,  nor  reckoned  contrary  to  the  ufages  of  war.  * 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  orders  fent  from  Britain,  or 
from  the  particular  fituation  in  which  the  Commander  in  Chief 
found  himfelf  placed,  it  may  not  he  eafy  to  determine  ;  but 
the  operations  of  this  campaign  rather  gave  it  the  appearance 
of  a  war  of  detachments,  than  rendered  it  remarkable  for  any 
grand  chain  of  defign,  or  great  military  exploit.  The  firft 
occurrence  in  it,  worth  mentioning,  was  a  petty  expedition  of 
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the  enemy's,  which  they  fent  again  ft  Sagg  harbour,  ncir  the 
eail  end  of  htmg  Ifland»  where  tlie  Honpvnble  M^or  Chariet 
Cochiane  conunanded  a  finall  detachment  of  his  Majefty'f 
forces.  On  the  firft  of  February,  at  day-break,  a  brig  aiiJ 
two  floops  were  feen  (landing  In  for  the  harbour,  and  wece 
fuppoiied)  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants^  to  be  veifels  hckauffKig 
to  the  lebeli.  Thef  weie  fiicd  at  by  the  King^s  armed  flap 
l]nng  in  the  haibonr,  and  by  another  veflel  \  but  paid  little  at« 
tention  to  them,  and  kept  ilaiulincr  on,  until  they  were  within 
reach  of  the  guns  on  ihore.  Then  hoiiling  rebel  coloiursy  they 
cannonaded  for  fome  time  $  but  as  the  twelve  ponndenfiom  the 
battery  proved  two  heavy  metal  for  them»  they  ftood  oat  el 
the  harbour  towards  the  end  of  Hog-neck,  from  which  a 
diftant  firing  was  kept  up,  until  it  was  perceived  that  the  rebel 
brig  was  aground.  A  twelve  pounder  was  immediately  moved 
iloM  to  the  end  of  Long- wharf,  and  was  fi>  well  pcunted,  that 
her  (hot  deterred  the  floops  from  going  to  the  afTiflance  of  the 
brig.  Major  Cochrane,  with  the  infantry  of  tlie  Bhtiih  Legion, 
and  the  three  pounder  attached  to  that  corps,  in  the  mean 
dmey  cfofled  over  to  .Hog-neck,  from  which  the  gun  boie 
widi  foch  advantage  on  the  brig,  that  (he  loon  after  funendcr* 
cd ;  but  having  five  whale-boats  on  board,  ail  her  hands,  ex- 
cept three,  got  off  to  the  floops,  which  immediately  quitted 
the  bay«  She  proved- to  be  the  Middkton,  of  fizieen  &tpo«n» 
den,  was  going  on  a  cruise,  and  was  found  eomplesdy  iitled 
in  every  thing.  The  floops  were  privateers  alfo  ;  one  of  them 
mounted  fourteen,  and  the  other  ten  guns. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  having  received  undoubted  infeeUigaie^ 
'  that  the  enemy  weit  amaffing  a  great  many  ftoies  and  mag^ 
sines  in  Virginia,  determined,  if  poffiUe,  to  deftroy  them. 
He  therefore  concerted  meafures  with  Commodore  Sir  George 
Collier  for  that  purpoie,  and  embarked  a  body  of  infantry, 
nmounting  to  two  thonfand  five  hundred  men»*  thecoammd 

oC 

*  The  gresMlien  and  light  compmei  of  the  gnirds ;  4sd,  or  RoplHig^- 
leaden;  Royal  VeluNecn  cC  Ifdwdi  and  the  HdBan  i^gnnmt  of  Ften 
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6f  which  he  gave  to  Major-Genenl  Mat^ew.   They  faiM 

from  New  York  on  the  5th  of  May,  in  twciuy-tvvo  traiilports, 
cfcorted  by  the  Raifonable,  (on  board  of  which  the  Commo- 
dore had  his  broad  pendant)  Rainbow,  the  Otter,  Diligentf 
Bttd  Haerkm  flodps,  sndCornwallis  galley,  andfeveral  private 
(hips  of  war.  They  reached  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on  the  8di, 
but  it  was  the  i  oth  before  the  weather  permitted  them  to  land* 
At  fun-rife  on  the  9th,  fomc  rebel  Ihips  and  vefiels  were  iieen 
ill  Hampton  road,  widi  their  fails  loofe  j  but,  as  idon  as  tho 
tide  admitted  of  it,  they  got  under  way  and  ran  up  Elizabedi 
and  James's  rivers.  I  hc  Commodore  proceeded  with  the  fleet 
to  Hampton  road,  where  he  came  to  anchor^  Here,  he  ihift- 
ed  his  pendant  to  the  Rainbow ;  the  great  draught  of  neater 
which  the  Raifonable  drew,  not  admitting  of  her  going  further 
with  conveniency.  As  foon  as  the  tide  began  to  make,  Sir 
Oorge  Collier  made  the  fifnal  to  weigh,  and  puQjcd  up  Eliza-* 
beth  riTcr,  until  a  contrary  wind  and  the  ebb  of  the  tide  oblige* 
ed  the  fleet  to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor.  The  morning  of 
tfke  foth  proved  calm,  winch  prevented  the  ihips  fitom  moving 
up  the  river  w  ith  the  ilood  tide,  on  account  of  the'narrownefs 
and  intricacy  of  the  channel.  But  as  the  intended  place  of 
.  debat^L^oit  was  not  more  than  five  or  fix  miles  diflanti  Gene-^ 
tal  Matthew,  deterihined  not  to  lofe  a  moment,  embarked  thd 
the  firft  divifion  of  the  troops  111  the  flat-boats,  and  under 
cover  of  the  Cornwallis  galley,  and  two  gun-boats  that  carried 
a  fix  pounder  at  each  end,  proceeded  up,  and  landed  about 
three  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Glebe,  on  the  weftem  Ihote  of 
Elizabeth  river,  three  miles  below  the  town  of  Pottfmoufh, 
and  jufi  out  of  cannon-fhot  of  Fort  Nelfon,  which  fired  fome 
heavy  guns  at  the  galley.  A  frcfli  breeze  fpringing  up,  the 
fliij^s  foon  followed  $  and  immediately  on  the  return  of  the  flat- 
.boats  from-  the  fhore,  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  widi  the 
field  artillery,  were  landed  with  the  utmoll  dilpatch.  CcjieiaJ 
Mntiiiew  immediately  put  the  troops  in  motion,  with  a  defign 
to  invef^  the  fort}  which  the  rebels  perceiving,  and  dreading 
^t  fhcir  retreat  would  be  cut  ofi^,  they  evacuatsed  the  place, 
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before  the  troops  could  reach  the  fouth  branch  of  flianbetii 
river.  Pofiefiton  was  iimnediafiel jr  taken  of  die  fort  audi  town 
of  Pordsnoisth ;  and  the  troops  weie  encamfied  m  two  linesy 
the  right  of  the  camp  clofe  to  the  fort,  and  the  kft  to  tlie 
fouth  branch  of  Elizabeth  riTCr.  Oa  the  .  iith.  General 
Matthew  puihed  forward  two  corps :  one^  compofed  of  tlie 
flank  companies  of  die  guards,  took  a  flYong  pofidon  ttBoAs 
in  front  of  the  right  wing ;  the  other,  compofed  of  the  Volun- 
teers of  Ireland,  took  one  equally  iirong,  feven  miles  in  front 
of  the  left  wing.  The  centre  of  the  line  was  coveted  by  as 
, ia^netrabie  iWamp.  On  the  latfa,  die  ginrds»  under  ike 
command  of  Colonel  Garth,  marched  at  night  eighteen  nufeSf 
and  arrived  at  SufTolk  at  day-break.  The  rebels  hailily  dcfert- 
ed  the  town ;  when  fome  vefleis,  a  very  laige  magazine  of  pro* 
vifions,  with  naval  ftores,  and  two  j^eces  of  caiiiioa»  were  de» 
ftroyed.*  When  die  enemy  abandoned  Fort  NelfeD»  diey  fet 
fire  to  all  their  (hips  that  were  on  the  (locks  in  the  dock-yard, 
one  of  whom  was  a  fine  frigate  juft  ready  for  launching  :  the 
flames  fpread  and  confumed  feveral  veilels,  among  the  number 
of  wiiidi  were  two  French  fhips^  which  had  upwarda  of  a 
thottland  hogiheads  of  tobacco  on  board.  The  detadunentf 
under  Colonel  Garth,  rejoined  the  army  as  foon  as  the  maga* 
xines  were  deilroyed.  When  the  Briti(h  colours  were  hoiiled 
on  Fort  Nelfon,  poftflion  was  takenof  the  town  of  Noifolk» 
which  is  fituated  dire£lly  oppofite  to  Poftfoioitdi,  on  die  odier 
fide  of  the  river.  Here  alfo  were  found  great  quantities  of 
naval  and  military  ilores,  and  large  magazines  of  provilions.  Of 
the  latter^  three  thoudind  barrels  of  pork  were  deftiojed  at 
Norfolki  one  hundred  and  feventeen  were  taken  at  Foet^ 
mondiy  widi  one  hundred  and  thirteen  bands  of  flour,  fiHtf* 
nine  hogftieadsof  molafics,  and  forty-three  puncheons  of  rum. 
The  Commodore,  apprehending  that  many  more  of  the  cne- 
mf$  veflelshad  puflied  up  the  rmr»  dii^patched  the Coenwittis 
galley,  two  gun-boatSy  four  flat-boats  atanntd  and  uimudt 
together  with  four  privateers,  which  had  dciired  to  receive 
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ordnt  hm  hvat,  vndcf  tiie  command  of  Lkutenaat  Bcadky* 
afifted  hff  Lionenaats  Hitchcock  and  Johnfooi  in  pnrfnit  of 

them.    They  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  very  fuccefsful  in  this 
cnterprifc,  taking  and  burning  a  great  many  of  the  enemy's 
veffislSffefCialof  which  were  on  the  (locks  and  ready  for  launch* 
sag.   Anoiig  tholie  taken^  waa  the  Black  Snake  privateer  of 
fottrtccn  gunty  which,  after  heing  cannonaded  by  the  gun» 
boats,  was  carried  by  bo:irding,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  of  the 
enemy,  while  on  the  fide  of  the  Brttiihi  only  two  men  were 
wonnded*   When  the  Commodoie  entered  Elizabeth  river^  he 
ftttt  ftme  iinall  Ihips  of  war,  under  tiie  dire^on  of  Captain 
Creyk  of  the  Otter,  up  the  main  branch  of  the  Clicfapeak  ;  and 
was  much  pleafed  with  the  judicious  movements  of  this  little 
iqnadroD,  which  harraffed  and  diilrefled  the  enemy  very  mnchf 
and  took  levend  leii^is  and  deftroyed  others*   Among  the 
femer  were  two  veCelSj  having  on  hoard  about  two  Inmdiied 
liogiheads  of  tobacco. 

The  naval  and  military  (tores,  and  proviiious,  particularly 
^  fonner^  weie  (hipped  on  board  tranfpofts^  and  carried  to 
New  Toik,  for  ^  nfe  of  bit  Maje(ly*s  careening  yard  there. 
Of  the  provifions,  General  Matthew  diftributed  daily  21  great 
quaatityy  to  the  numerous  inhabitants  oi  Portfmouth  and  ka 
While  the  troops,  aihfted  by  a  body  of  negroes^ 
were  bitfilf  employed  in  deftroying  Fort  Nelfott»  having  receht* 
ed  infbmadoft  oa  the  i6di  of  lifey,  diat  fome  parties  of  the 
enemy  had  been  feen  fculking  about  the  Great  Bridge,  fcven 
miles  in  front  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Doyle's  poll,  he  ordered 
thdK  oficer  to  msvch  foddenly,  and  endeavour  to  drive  them 
araraiy :  and  to  enable  him  to  execute  tiwle  oiders,  he  rein£No- 
ed  him  with  fome  dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Cuptaiu 
Deimar.  This  exploit  fucceeded  very  well :  the  enemy  were 
HB/txMf  md  die  Colonel  took  poft  at  the  bridge*  In  confe« 
^nence  of  good  intelligence  being  brong|it  to  die  General,  that 
die  enemy  had  many  public  (lores  at  Kempe*s  landing  in 
Princefs  Anne  county,  and  fome  confidcrablc  veflcls  in  the  eaft 
bfaack  of  Mxabeth  river^  and  on  the  ilecks,  he  gave  orders 
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on  the  1 7th|  to  a  flrong  detachment  of  the  42d  legiment,  unte 
the  command  of  Colpnel  Stirlingi  to*  ecoft  the  river  mt  Nor« 
folk,  and  march  toKempe's  landing,  a  diftanceof  inne  nulef ; 

and  die  Conimotldrc  lent  a  guii-hnat  atul  loiiie  flat-boats  up  that 
branch  of  the  river,  to  give  the  troops  all  the  aid  in  their 
power*  Colonel  Stirling's  fuccefi  was  complete :  and  he  per*- 
formed  diis  fenrice  fo  expedttioufly,  that  he  returned  to  camp 
with  his  detachment,  that  faoae  evening.  On  the  22d  of  May, 
another  detachment  of  the  42d  regiment,  in  two  fiat- boats,  tcU 
down  the  river  to  Tanner's  creek,  where  thef  deiUojred  6m 
vefiels  on  the  ftock$|  one  of  which  was  nearly  completed  ht 
listeen  guns* 

General  Matthew,  having  now  executed  his  orders,  a£rTCC<» 
ably  to  his  inflrudlions,  embarked  his  troops  in  order  to  return 
to  New  York ;  having  firft  deftroyed  the  fort,  and  bomt  the 
barracks,  ftoiehoufes,  and  all  the  buildings  in  the  dock-yiid^ 

together  with  fuch  (lores  as  it  was  impofTible  to  carry  awaft 
and  fuch  veiTcls  on  the  ilock^  as  had  not  been  dciiroyed  by  ih/q 
enemy« 

The  foccefs  of  this  expedition  far  exceeded  the  Oommander 
in  ChiePs  moft  fanguine  expedations,  with  rcfpcd  both  to  die 

immenfe  lofs  fudained  by  the  enemy,  and  to  the  quantity  of 
naval  and  military  ilores  acquired,  and  brought  to  New  York. 
It  is  next  to  impoflible  to  afoertain^-  widi  exa^nefs,  the  im- 
menfe value  of  provtiions,  mafts,  yards,  timber,  plank,  iron, 
nails,  blocks,  rigging,  fall-cloth^  tar,  and  other  naval  and 
military  ilores,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlic  King's  forces 
on  this  occaiion ;  befides  great  quantities  of  tobacco,  molaio^ 
and  other  articles.  In  addition  to  all  thefe,  ftom  time  when 
the  fleet  entered  the  Chefapeak,  above  one  irandred  and 
thirty  vefllib  wtrc  taken  or  deftroyc  J.  Among  the  latter  may 
be  reckoned,  a  ihip  of  war  of  twenty-four  guns,  aimoii  hggedp 
burnt  by  the  enemy;  another  of  thirty-fix  guns,  not  quite 
finilhed,  and  on  the  ftocks ;  one  of  eighteen,  one  of  fixfteei^ 
and  three  of  fourteen  guns,  all  ddigiied  for  privaiccrs. 
Every  thing  bemg  ready,  the  Commodore  proceeded  to  fca 
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with  the  fleet  on  tlie  25  th  of  May,  taking  with  him  feventeea 
Taiaable  priaEcSy  and  arrived  ,  at  Sandy  Hook  thiee  daya  after« 
wavds.  .Tlie  lodi  of  men,  in  killed  or  wounded  in  this  expedi* 
tion«  was  fo  very  fmall,  that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning. 

Sir  Henry  Ciinton  received  certain  information,  that  the 
enemy  were  fortifying  the  poila  of  Stony  Point  and  Verplank'89 
on  the  Uiidibn's  river ;  and  was  convincedi  that  the  pofieliioii 
of  them  by  the  Britifli  troops,  would  be  of  the  greateft  im* 
portauce  to  the  fecurity  of  the  pofts  which  he  occupied,  be- 
tween the  city  of  New  York  and  thck  places.  He  was  like- 
wife  awaity  Aat  the  route*  by  theib  pofts*  was  the  mod  dire£l 
and  convenient  communication  between  the  countries  on  each 
fide  of  that  river  i  and  that,  if  the  enemy  were  deprived  of  them, 
it  would  give  them  a  detour  of  near  ninety  miles,  to  keep  open 
the.inteiconrie  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  provinces* 
Hamig  theiefore  made  fome  moveooents  with  his  army*  in 
ofder  to  draw  the  attentbn  of  General  Wafliington,  he  lefolr* 

cd  on  an  expedition  up  the  Kur:}i  River,  againfl  the  two  poflg 
above-mentioned,  to  be  conducted  by  himfelf,  aflfifled  by 
Major^General  Vaugfaan.  The  troops  deftined  for  that  fervice 
weic  leady  to  let  out*  when  die  fleet  and  troops  from  Virginia 
returned  to  New  York.  The  Commodore  moft  readily  agreed 
to  accompany  Sir  Henry  Chnton,  who  ordered  the  troops  newly 
vetumed  to  proceed  in  their  tranfports  up  the  North  River^ 
and  to  focm  a  jnndion  with  the  troops  which  he  had  embark- 
ed. On  the  30th*  the  whde  fiukd  up  the  river;  the  Conw 
modore  in  the  Raifonable  leading  the  way,  and  liaving  with 
him  the  Camilla^  Vulture  iloop*  Comwaliis,  Crane,  and  Phila- 
delphia gallics*  and  two  g^n-faoats.  They  pafled  the  cbevmrn 
{Jefrize  without  any  accident.  About  eight  miles  above  Dobbs*s 
ferry,  the  Commodore  t^uiitcd  ihe  Raifonable,  hoatcd  hij 
pendant  on  board  the  Camilla*  and  proceeding  forward  with 
the  tran%orts*  anchored  that  evening  juft  out  of  random  (hot 
o£  Foit  hi  Fayette*  which  the  rebels  had  eie^ledon  Verplank's 
Point.  Next  morning,  Major-General  Vaoghan  was  bnded* 
with  a  conlidcrabic  body  of  troops,  on  the  call  ddc  of  the  river* 
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eight  mika  below  Verplank's ;  while  Geneial  GUntmiy  with  tim 
1 7  th,  63  d,  and  64th  regunents»  and  one  hoiidied  Tagersp 

cceded  within  three  miles  of  Stony  Point.  Tlicfe  trcMips  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Johnfonj  ordexed  them  to  difembark  and  s£t  in 
jon^lion  with  the  troops  already  landed*  immediately  00  their 
arrival:  himfelf  commanding  the  whole,  and  directing  the 
attack.  On  tlie  ihips  coming  in  view,  the  rebels  abandoned 
their  works,  which  were  nearly  completed,  and  let  fine  Id  m 
large  blockhouie«  As  the  troops  arrived  to  take  pofiefiiHS 
the  enemy  made  fome  ihew  of  refifVance,  by  drawing  up  upcA 
the  hills,  but  did  not  wait  the  conflicl. 

Some  Oiot  were  exchanged  between  the  fl.ips  and  Fort  dc  la 
Fayette,  while  the  troops  were  taking  pofi'efiton  of  the  heigfatt 
of  Stony  Point,  which  commanded  it.    In  the  night,  the  artiU 
Icry  deemed  neceffai  y  for  tlie  ficgc  were  landed ;  and  the 
proper  places  for  erecting  batteries  were  iiekcled*.  Major** 
C^nend  Pattifon,  by  great  perfeveranpe  and  fatague^  bciag 
well  ieconded  by  the  troops,  was  able  to  ere£^  two  battcrieit 
one  of  which  was  for  mortars,  on  the  fummit  of  a  difEcult  rock. 
By  dawn  of  day  thefe  began  to  piny  acrofs  tlie  river,  ou  koit 
de  la  Fayette,  at  the  diilance  of  about  a  thoufand  yards ;  but 
from  the  heights  on  which  they  were  fituated,  they  had  gmdy 
the  command  of  the  place.  The  cannonading  continued  throii|^ 
the  whole  day,  during  w  hich  time  the  diviiiou  of  the  King' 4 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Major-Geueral  Vaughati,  con> 
pletely  invefted  the  fort.   As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  On* 
modore,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  eficfling  that  efinpe  hf 
water,  which,  according  to  inionnation  which  the  General  had 
received,  they  intended  to  attt::mpt  j  ordered  the  Vulture  iloop 
'  and  Comwallis  galley  to  pafs  the  fort,  and  anchor  aboie  iki 
-which  they  did,  without  fuftaining  any  damage*  On  the  mam- 
ing  of  the  2d  of  June,  the  firing  from  the  fliips,  gallies,  and 
batteries  commenced  j  and  quickly  became  fo  lupciior  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  that  perceiving  all  means  of  retreat  cut  o^  th^ 
beat  the  chamade,  and  foon  conlentc^i  both  to  ddiver  ifiife 
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placei  and  to  fumiider  themfelves  prifoners  of  war  at  difcre^ 
tion.  The  fort  was  found  to  be  a  fmall  but  very  complete 
worky  fumilhed  with  a  blockhoule,  double  ditch^  cfaerattz  de 
frize,  and  abba^  Sir  Henry  Clinton  placed  a  garrifon  in  it, 
and  as  Stony  Point  is  very  ftrong  by  n.^.ture,  he  ordered  it  to 
be  alfo  loftiiied  and  garriioned.  By  the  poEciEon  of  tbefe  two 
placet*  he  wai  raafter  of  King's  icnjf  a  ciivumftance  which 
the  enemy  very  feverely  felt. 

General  Clinton,  being  dcfiraus  of  drawirig  General  Wafii- 
ington  from  tlie  (Irong  pods  which  he  occupied  m  the  moun- 
tains, determined  to  fend  a  defnitory  expedition  into  the  £aft 
Sound;  in  hopeSf  that  this  might  induce  him  to  march  in 
defence  of  the  towns  on  the  Conned^icut  coafl.    In  that  event, 
he  confidered  it  as  probable  that  he  might  bring  him  to  a  gene* 
rai  engagement,  on  lefs  difadvantageous  termsi  than  by  direct- 
ly attacking  hb  intrenchments :  and  he  forefaw,  that  if  the  . 
itbel  anny  Ihould  be  defeated  and  difperfedi  the  whole  coun* 
try  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Britlfh  troops.    He  had  a!fo 
another  realon  for  undertaking  this  expedition.    The  Com* 
SDodoie  had  repiefented  to  him,  that  the  Americans,  by  means 
of  the  great  numbers  of  fmall  privateers,  which  they  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  fuuated  .ilong  the  Eall  Sound,  liatl  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  deilroyed  the  whole  commerce  of  his  Majeily's  fubjedts  in 
thofe  parts.   The  extirpation  of  thofe  vermin,  thexefefCf  be* 
came  a  fecondary  inducement  to  execute  his  plan.   Sir  George 
Collier  accordingly,  on  the  firft  of  July,  difpatched  the  Rew 
nou  n,  i  lianies,  Otter  iloop,  and  two  armed  vcflcls,  to  block 
up  New  London,  and  the  eaft  entrance  of  the  Sound :  and 
General  Clinton  having  embarked,  in  tranfports^  about  tw6 
dKMtfand  fix  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Try  on  and  Brigadier-General  Garth,  ordered  them  to 
Whititone  j  where  Sir  George  Collier  in  the  Camilla,  with 
the  Scorpion,  Halifax  brig,  and  Hufiar  galley,  from  New 
York  by  way  of  Hell-gate,  joined  them  on  the  3d  of  July,  and 
in  the  evening  of  that  day  put  to  fea.    On  the  5th,  in  the 
inoriuag,  they  came  to  an  anchor  o&'  the  harbour  of  New- 
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liaven  :  and  hj  live  o'clock^  the  iii^  diviilon  oi  the  troops,* 
wider  Genenl  Garthy  was  landed  at  a  phoe  a  mik  foiith  o£ 
WefthaTeii»  and  immediately  began  to  maitli»  malting  adicnit 
of  more  than  feven  miles^  to  get  round  a  creek  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  town.  As  foon  as  the  boats  TCtuniccl  from  the  lliorc. 
General  Tryon  embarked  the  iecond  divifion  oi  hi&  tcoo|^  in 
AttOf  and  a  little  before  iKXHif  made  good  his  landing  on  liie 
eailem  fide  of  the  harbour,f  and  inftantly  proceeded  to  New- 
haven,  which  is  dlftant  about  three  miles.  The  enemy,  "who 
had  received  prc^vious  notice  of  this  enterpriie>  made  a  con- 
iiderable  oppofition;  but  letiied  as  the  troops  approached. 
One  fiekl*pieoe»  with  wluch  the  corps  under  Genenl  Trjon 
had  been  annoyed  when  they  were  landing,  was  taken  ;  and 
alfo  a  battery  of  three  guns,  fituated  on  a  rock,  which  con.- 
manded  the  channel  of  the  harbour.  This  enabled  the  aimed 
vefiels  to  enter  it^  and  draw  near  the  town»  where  the  tvoopt 
formed  a  jun£Hon«  General  Gardi  had  been  obliged  lo  figiit 
his  way,  for  the  grcatcil  part  of  the  march  from  Wellhavcn  j 
but  had  every  where  repuUed  the  enemy.  I  heir  public  Hores, 
and  fome  veflels  and  ordnanoe»  were  defttofcd  i  and  fix  field- 
ineoesy  and  a  privaseer  ready  for  fea,  were  brought  dL  On 
the  6th,  the  troops  were  re-embarked,  with  very  little  molcAa* 
tion.  On  the  8th,  the  fleet  was  off  Fairfield  :  and  the  troops 
immediately  got  into  the  flat«*boat8|  and  under  cover  of  the 
galley  and  gon-boats^  landed  near  the  towUf  although  oppofr^ 
.by^  confiderable  body  of  milka  and  contniental  foUicrs.  The 
General  immediately  marched  for  Fairfield,  where  the  enemy, 
very.fooliihly>  kept  hring  on  the  King's  troops  from  windows 
and  tops  of  houfes  $  and  tbeieby  provoked  a  band  of  lojral  le- 
fugces  to  fet  the  place  on  fire,  by  which  a  gieat  many  wbal^ 
boats,  and  mod  of  tlic  town  was  confumed.    On  the  pth,  the 

troops 

•  Confifling  of  the  flank  comjyanies  of  the  guards;  7th,  or  Royal  Ea^db 
Fuzileers  ;  34th  regiment ;  a  detachment  of  Yagers,  and  two  piecei  of  ittiUcr^ 

f  Coofifting  of  the  ajd  recent,  or  Royal  W«Hh  Vbiileen ;  two  r^gimeBta 
of  Hcfiiansi  the  King's  American  i^gimm  of  provi&ciabi  and  two  fieeeiof 
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troops  were  again  re-embarked,  and  the  fleet  crofled  the  Sound 
to  Huntingdon  in  Long  Ifland,  where  it  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing. Having  taken  on  board  fome  refre(hmentS|  it  failed  on 
the  iith,  once  more  acrofs  the  Sound;  and  anchored  five 
miles  from  the  bay  of  Norwalk,  where  the  troops  landed  in 
three  divifions,  and  marched  diredkly  towards  the  town.  The 
rebels  made  conGderable  oppofition  to  them,  and  behaved  very 
treacheroufly,  firing  on  them  from  the  windows  and  tops  of 
houfes,  after  having  granted  them  fafeguards*  This  bafe  con- 
xlu6l  induced  the  General  to  order  his  men  to  fet  the  town  on 
fire,  by  which  it  was  entirely  confumcd,  together  with  five 
Jarge  veiFels,  two  privateer  brigs  on  the  (locks,  and  twenty 
whale-boats ;  as  alfo  two  faw-mills,  a  confiderable  fait  work, 
feveral  warehoufes  of  (lores,  merchandize,  and  other  articles. 
The  fmall  town  of  Greenfield  underwent  the  fame  chadife- 
ment,  for  the  like  reafon.  Here  two  row-boat  privateers  were 
dedroyed,  and  many  whale-boats.  On  the  1 2th,  the  troops 
were  re-embarked  without  oppofition,  and  returned  to  Hunt* 
ingdon  bay,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  go  on  another  enterprife  : 
but  General  Tryon  received  orders  to  return  with  them  to  New 
York.  Scarcely  had  they  all  arrived  there,  when  they  received 
difagreeable  news,  that  the  rebels  had,  on  the  night  of  the  15th 
of  July,  taken  the  important  pod  at  Stony  Point  by  furprife, 
although  a  very  confiderable  garrifon  had  been  placed  in  it,  and 
that  too  under  the  command  of  a  very  able  o(ficer.  No  exploit, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  unfortunate  war,  did  more  honour  to 
the  rebels,  or  raifed  their  military  reputation  higher,  than  this 
did.  It  was  conducted  by  a  General  Wayne,  who,  with  ad- 
mirable fecrecy  and  courage,  carried  the  place  by  dorm.  His 
numbers  it  is  true  were  very  confiderable,  for  he  liad  near  four 
thoufand  men  under  his  command  ;  but  his  meafures  were  fo  ' 
admirably  taken,  and  his  guides  were  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  ground,  that  his  troops  were  in  adlion,  before  the  garrifon 
knew  of  their  approach.  The  lofs  fudained,  on  the  part  of  the 
Briti(h,  was  not  fo  confiderable  as  might  have  been  expelled, 
from  the  nature  of  the  attack.*    No  fooner  did  the  enemy  bc- 

•«  come 

•  See  Note  134. 
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come  mailers  of  Stony  Point,  than,  with  tlic  licavy  urtilkry 
found  therCy  they  commenced  a  furious  cannonade  acrofs  the 
riTer,  on  the  pofteftabliflied  at  Verplank's  Poiiitt  what  Lin» 
tenantoGolonel  Wcbfter  commanded.*  Soon  alter  tins  attack, 
he  received  information,  that  they  had  a  confiderablc  force  in 
his  rear,  with  which,  if  they  did  not  alfo  attack  him  from  tliat 
qnartert  they  might  at  leaft  make  his  retreat,  if  he  ihouid  be 
dri?en  to  that  eititmity»  very  difficult. « 

Immediately  on  this  intelligence  Teachtng  New  York,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  put  his  army  in  motion,  nnd  advanced  to  Dobhs*s 
ferry,  pufhing  forward  the  cavalry  and  fome  light  troops  to  the 
banks  of  the  Croiton  tiver,  to  awe  the  enemy  in  any  attempt 
by  land  againft  Verplank's  Point.  Btigadier-Genetal  SlirliBg 
was,  in  the  mean  time,  embarked,  with  the  42d,  63d,  and 
64th  regimentS}  on  board  tranfports,  for  the  relief  of  Vcr« 
plank%  or  the  recovery  of  Stony  Point.  The  Commodoie  re» 
turned  in  the  critical  momentf  to  condtt6l  diem  np  the  river; 
but,  from  the  northerly  winds  prevailing,  a  circnmftance 
rather  uncommon  at  this  feafon,  it  was  the  19th  before  they 
could  proceed  on  their  voyage.  They  made  then  aU  poffiUe 
bafte :  and>  on  the  appearance  of  the  Ihip8»  the  enemy  abna* 
doned  Stony  Point  with  the  greatcft  precipitation ;  having  ^rft 
removed  all  the  mortars,  and  either  buried  or  tlirown  inio  tiic 
liver,  what  cannon  they  had  not  embarked  in  their  galley. 

LievtenantoColonel  Webfter  had,  with  great  lirauiefi,  liop- 
ported  die  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  had  not,  duing  the 
whole  time  of  it,  deigned  to  return  a  fmgle  fhot,  being  icrdlble 
that  it  could  have  no  material  effeft.  By  this  conduct,  the 
lebels  were  induced  to  believe»  that  he  had  no  heavy  cammm, 
and  therefore  brought  a  galley  down  the  river,  to  carry  ofhmk 
Stony  Point  part  of  the  artillery,  which  they  wonld  luwe  found 
too  cumberfome  to  tranfpori  by  Lmd,  through  the  roads  of  that 
country.  As  foon  as  they  had  conveyed  the  cannon  on  board 
the  gaUeyi  Lieutenant-Colond  Webfter  opened  vpOB  her  an 

eightien 

*  The  garriibn  of  VerpbaL*!  Point  confined  ol  the  33d  regimenti  Loy^l 
Amcriaun,  ud  deudiincnu  from  the  7xft  ttgmm  and  roytl  artOkfy. 
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elghteea  poundert  the  only  piece  of  heavy  ordnance  lie  had: 
and  his  (hot  were  ib  well  aimed,  and  raked  her  with  fuch 
cffc^Xf  that,  to  prevent  her  finking,  the  crew  run  her  aOiore, 
smd  there  fet  her  on  fire.  Sir  Henry  Crinton  was  lb  anxioua 
for  the  Cucoeia  of  Brigadkr^General  Stirling,  that,  left  the  long 
contrary  winds  ihould  have  given  the  enemy  time  to  eoUeCb  a 
force  at  both  places,  of  fufFiclciu  llrcngtli  to  fruftratc  hiL.  ilciii^ns, 
he  embarked  a  large  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  joined  him 
in  Haverftraw  bay.  Such  was  the  fitnation  of  the  Britiiharmyt 
lliaft  it  could  have  been  afiemhkd  with  the  greateft  eafe,  if  ils 
feemingly  difperfed  (late  had  been  able  to  betray  General  Wafh* 
ington  into  the  fnare  of  leaving  his  (Irongholds,  and  hazard- 
ing an  engagement  for  the  poficflion  of  Stony  Point ;  but  he 
was  too  cantiotts  to  do  tfaisi  in  a  coimtry  unfavourable  to  him. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  left  five  battafion8«  under  the  command 

of  Brijspdier-General  Stirhng,  to  repair  and  ilrcngthen  the 
works  at  Stony  Points  which  the  rebels  had  greatly  damagedt 
and  letttmed  to  New  York  and  its  environs  with  the  army. 
The  Commodore  alfo  returned  th^  with  the  large  fhlps.  Soon 

after  his  arrival,  he  received  certain  information,  that  a  very 
conGderabie  force  had  failed  from  Bodon,  to  attack  a  pofl: 
which  Brigadier-General  Francis  M<L^n  had,  by  order  of  the 
.Commander  in  Chiefy  cftahliflicd  at  Majebigwadoce  on  the 
river  Ponobfeot :  and  he  accordingly  failed  from  Sandy  Hook, 
on  the  of  Auguft,  with  his  Majcfty*s  fhips  Raifonablc, 
Greyhound,  Blonde,  Virginia,  Camilh,  Galatea,  and  Otlcr 
'  floop»  in  hopes  of  anifing  in  time  to  f ntfttaie  their  defign* 
Before  pfocfffdmg  in  the  detail  of  Sir  George  Cirfiier*s  opera* 

tions,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  tura  our  :4t:i::.iion  to  thofe  of 
Bxigadier>General  M«L<:an,  vrho  coramanded  his  Majciiy's 
troops  at  Halifax  He  had  geceined  Sir  Henry  flmrt  ordctf» 
as  the  reader  has  been  already  infcfcdf  to  ciahtt  a  poft  ea 
the  river  Ponobfcot,  as  £oon  as  the  (ezCon  would  permit ,  and 
to  detach  for  that  pttrpoiiey  fuch  a  part  oi  the  troopt  in  the 
province  oi  Nova  Scoda,  as  he  ihould  judge  fnftcaeot,  and 
compatible  inth  the  btttf  ct  Htlihf »  Sif  Hemy  CHuu&p 
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blowing  well  what  an  €icell«nt  officer  General  M'Lean  wa«| 

gave  him  a  difcretionary  power  to  proceed  on  any  other  expe- 
dition, that  \w  might  judge  practicable^  to  the  eaftward  of 
Cafco  bay*  Generai  McLean  thought  it  would  beft  anfwer 
the  intentions  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  go  himfdf  with 
the  troops  to  the  river  Ponobkot,  as  he  would,  by  iheferncanf^ 
be  at  hand  to  judge  of  the  practicability  or  utility  of  any  other 
movement  He  was  farther  induced  to  adopt  thia  pbss  by 
the  conlideration,  that  wiitie  at  Ponobfc<!»t|  the  ihlpa  and  tioopt 
employed  on  that  fcrvice  were  in  h€L  corcring  the  ooaft  on  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  :  and  he  apprehended,  that  nothinj^  of  confc- 
quencc  could  be  carrying  on  in  the  New  £ngland  provinces^ 
of  which  he  might  not  obtain  intelligence  in  due  time  to 
bis  meafures  accordingly. 

Having  made  all  the  neccflary  arrangements,  he  embarked 
the  troops,  and  under  the  cfcort  of  three  floops  of  war,  vir* 
the  Albanyi  North,  and  Nautilus,  failed  from  Halifax;  and 
on  the  1 6th  of  June  landed,  on  the  penbfola  of  Hajdagwi- 
duce,  in  the  river  Ponobfcot,  a  body  of  troops,  confiding  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  74th  regiment,  a  highland 
corps  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Campbell,  and 
two  hundred  men  of  the  Sad  regiment,  (the  General't  own 
regiment).  The  difficulties  in  ckaring  Ae  wood,  landing  pitK 
vifions  and  ftores,  and  placing  them  in  fafety,  occupied  them 
io  long  after  their  arrival,  that  it  was  the  2d  of  July  before 
the  intended  fort  tould  be  masked  out :  and  although  the  «t« 
moft  exertions  were  made,  by  the  officers  and  men  of  bo^ 
Icrviccs,  It  was  very  far  from  being  in  a  ftate  to  afford  them 
any  fecurity,  againft  the  vigorous  attack  with  which  they  were 
•threatened.  On  the  21ft  of  July,  General  M'Lcan  recebed 
certain  iniormatioii  of  the  failing  of  a  very  confideiabfe  arnui- 
wcait  from  Bofton,  for  the  purpofe  aheady  memioned :  and  at 
that  time,  two  of  the  baftions  of  the  intended  fort  xx  cre  un- 
touched ;  the  remaining  two,  wkh  the  curtains,  were  in  part 
about  four  or  five  feet  in  height,  and  twelve  in  thieknds}  the 
.ditcb  was^  in  moft  parts,  not  ab^re  three  feet  19  depths  no 

.  platform 
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platform  was  laid,  nor  any  artillery  monnted.  Finding  that  \t 
would  be  impodiblc  to  finifh  the  fort,  before  the  cue  my  would 
be  at  handf  he  reiblved  to  let  it  rcmaia  in  its  prefent  (late  t 
and  lelying  on  die  zeal  and  ardour  which  appeared  to  adkuate 
all  rankSf  be  imtnedtately  fet  to  work  to  put  the  poft  in  the 
bed  pollure  of  defence,  which  the  (hortncfs  of  the  time  would 
adoiit.  In  thia,  as  in  every  thing  eife,  he  received  the  moil 
cordial  and  eificadous  fiipport^  from  the  officers  and  crews  o£ 
the  thsee  iloops  of  war,  who  were  determined*  with  the  ut« 
mod  checrfulncfs  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  garrifon.  The  fort, 
wliich  had  hitherto  afForded  employment  to  the  troops,  was 
iituated  about  the  middle  of  a  fmall  peninfula,  of  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  yards  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  of  a  fort  o€ 
irregular  triangular  form.  It  was  about  one  thoufand  yardi 
in  brcadt!i,  \^-]:c:c  bro.idefl,  which  was  at  tiie  weil  end  :  and 
it  was  joioed  to  the  continent  about  the  middle,  on  tlie  north 
fide«  by.  an  ifthmus  or  neck  of  landi  about  one  hundred  yards 
in  breadth)  and  about  three  hundred  yards  in  length.  The 

harbour  is  formed  by  feveral  fmall  iflands,  running  parallel  10 
the  pcninfula  on  the  fouth  hde,  from  which  they  are  diilant 
from  five  to  twelve  hundred  yards.  The  great  point  at  which 
General  M'Lean  aimed,  was  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  form* 
ing  a  landing  on  the  pentnfula :  and,  for  this  purpofe,  he  for- 
tified the  illhmus  weil  as  he  could.  He  Jfo  eredlcd,  on  a 
point  of  landy  a  four  gun  battery  to  aid  the  vefieis  of  war, 
which  were  now  formed  in  a  line  tooppofe  the  enemyf  if  they 
Iboald  incline  to  force  the  entrance  of  the  harbour :  and  near 
to  thern  he  placed  the  f  i  iiilp .  rt^,  luuie  of  which  were  fitted 
up  as  hreOnps,  and  wcr  j  ready,  in  cafe  of  need,  to  hai<e 
grappled  wish  their  veliels.  Such  was  their  fiiuation,  on  the 
2$tfa  of  July,  when  the  boftile  fleet,  coofifting  of  tbirty-ieveB 
fail,  made:  ir.  ippc^r.*i.cc  .  arid  on  ihat  day  its  principal  armed 
veiTeU,  formed  uuo  three  diviiionSf  canoooaded  the  three  war 
vt&lsi  met  wiih  fndiawatm  tceepciaB,  u  compcMed 
ifaem  to  letim.  While  their  Ibipe  were  on  this  ferfioe,  their 
land-forces  ^01  into  boAOy  and  endcavouftd  to  inaiu:  good  a 
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hndtng  on  tlie  peninfula ;  but  were  unable  to  ttk£i  it  Thiv 

mode  of  attaok,  by  the  enemy *s  Tea  and  land-forces,  was  re- 
peated for  fome  days,  and  with  no  better  fucccfs :  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th|  they  were  more  fortunate  i  for,  by  dint 
of  numberS)  tfaey  made  good  their  landing  on  the  peninfula^ 
and  forced  the  piquets  to  retire  to  the  fort.  This  iniexpe£led 
fucrcfs  of  the  enemy,  forced  General  ISl'Lcan  to  change  the 
plan  of  his  operations^  and  to  truit  hi$  defence  entirely  to  the 
works  which  he  had  raifed,  and  to  the  ftrengthening  and  com- 
pleting of  which,  all  his  attention  was  now  dtreded.  So  well 
was  he  fecoiuied  in  ihclc  operations,  that  the  fort  li.nly  became 
more  formidable  to  the  enemy :  who,  on  the  third  day  after 
they  had  landed,  opened  upon  it  a  battery  of  cannon,  at  feieif 
huridfed  and  fifty  yards  diftance ;  and  in  a  few  dap  afterwards, 
another  a  little  nearer.  With  thefe,  they  kept  up  upon  the 
fort,  a  conftant  and  well  dirccled  fire,  which  was  returned  as 
well  as  circumftances  would  admit*  They  likewife  xppcztcd 
their  attacks  on  the  three  floops  of  war  i  but  notwithftaa^og 
their  immenfe  fuperiority  in  (hips  and  weight  of  metal,  they 
were  conflaiiUy  foiled,  the  rebel  Commodore  neither  diipl.iying 
a  fpirit  of  enterprife  nor  condudl,  for  the  want  of  which  he 
was  much  blamed  by  his  own  people.  The  enemy  being  in 
poOeffioii  of  the  iflands  on  the  fonth  fide  of  the  harbonr,  cxeCM 
a  battery  on  the  one  ncareft  to  the  floops  of  war,  which 
obliged  the  King's  iliips  to  move  a  little  farther  up  the  harbour; 
but  this,  did  not  advance  their  labour  much.  The  vigilance  of 
General  McLean  and  his  garrifon,  prevented  them  from  exe^^ 
cuting  any  thing  by  furprife;  and  they  were  obliged  to 
trufl  entirely  to  the  c(Fc£l  wlilch  their  batteries  had  on  the 
works.  In  this  iiate  tlyngs  continued  until  the  1 2th  of  Auguft^ 
when  a  deferter  came  tn»  who  informed  the  Geneial  thai  the 
enemy  defigned,  in  the  following  night,  to  ftorm  the  ibvt ;  and 
that  their  fleet  was,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enter  the  h.irbour  and 
board  the  King's  ihips.  Upon  this  information,  he  gave  di* 
ledlioiis  that  m  fmali  work,  coveted  vrith  light  artUlery*  ihonU 
be  imnedtately  durown  up^  at  abovt  one  hundred  and  ifty 
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yards  in  front  of  tlie  fort,  at  a  iartlier  fecurity  to  the  body  of 

the  place  t  and  ordered  every  man  to  his  po(t.  After  waiting 
long  with  the  greateft  impatience  for  tlieir  approach,  but  with- 
out entertaining  the  fmaileft  apprehenHon  as  to  the  event,  daj* 
ligbt  began  at  lafl:  to  appear,  and  the  Geneial  oblenring,  on 
'tfie  enemy^s  fide,  an  unufual  quietnefsy  was  induced  to  order 
a  cluici-  infpccluui ;  when,  to  the  incxprciribk  aliunilluncnt  o£ 
the  whulc  army,  it  was  found,  that  the  rebels  had  totally 
abandoned  their  camp  and  works,  and  had  re^embarked  both 
their  troops  and  artillery.  In  the  mean  time,  General  M<Lcaa 
puflied  out  two  parties  with  the  grcatcft  difpatch  after  the 
the  enemy :  one  he  fent  into  tlie  wood  where  their  batteries 
were  placed,  and  the  other  he  ordered  acrofs  the  iiUuniis  i  but 
was  in  vam*  Not  a  prifoner  could  be  picked  iip :  they  had 
embarked  their  baggage  daring  the  night,  and  tbe  whole  of 
their  artillery,  except  whnt  was  on  the  ifland  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbouri  which  coniiiied  only  of  two  eighteen  pounders^ 
ind  one  twelve  pounder,  which  they  bad  fpikcd,  but  not  fei 
efiedually  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  foon  rendered  fertice-* 
able.  The  caufe  of  the  enemy's  fudden  flight  was  not  long 
undifcovered.  Early  in  the  itiorning  of  the  14th  of  Augult, 
Sir  George  Collier,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command, 
entered  Ponobfcot  river :  and  about  elcfcn  o^dock,  the  lebtl 
ieet  prefented  itfelf  to  theu-  view,  drawn  up  m  a  erelbenii 
acrofs  tlic  rl»  <:i,  and  fecrmngly  inclined  to  difputc  the  paflage. 
TThis  apparent  refoiution,  however,  foon  failed  j  and  nn  iint't- 
peOed  and  ignominious  flight  took  place.  The  filonde,  Vir^ 
glnla,  and  Galatea^  were  die  Keadmoft  ihips,  and  might  be 
about  three  miles  before  the  red:  of  the  fqu^idron.  Neverthclefs, 
the  Commodore,  without  taking  time  to  form  his  fleet,  made 
the  iignal  for  a  general  chace.*  The  King's  Ihips  folk^wed 
them,  with  all  the  eagernefs  which  a  deiire  of  deftroying  their 
enemies  could  tnfpire.  Two  of  the  rebel  fleet,  via.  the  Hunter 
and  Defence,  made  an  artcmpt  to  get  od  by  the  wefl  pallage 
of  Long  Ifiand  i  but  failing  in  that,  the  former  ran  alhore  with 
TOL.  IT,  K  K  every 
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every  fail  ftandingt  and  the  latter  concealed  lierfelf  in  a  Imall 
inlet,  where  Ihe  anchored.    Both  intended  to  pa(h  out  lo  fca 

as  foon  as  it  became  dark ;  but  Sir  George  Collier  obfcrvin<^ 
them»  fent  Lieutenant  Mackay  of  the  Raifonablc,  with  fifty 
men  to  board  the  Hunter^  in  which  attempt  he  fucoeeded  witb- 
oot  lof$,  though  many  popping  (hot$  were  fired  at  him  hj  the 
rebels  from  the  woods.  At  the  fame  tiiiu-,  lie  clire£^ed  Captain 
Collins,  of  the  Camilla,  to  proceed  into  the  inlet,  and  take  or 
,deftro]r  the  Defence ;  but  on  feeing  his  (hip  (landing  towards 
lierf  the  crew  ftt  her  on  fircj  and  .efcaped  into  the  woods :  and 
Ihe  blew  up  about  midnight.  The  purfuit  up  the  river  was 
coiniimed  by  the  King's  fliips ;  and  a  confiderabic  linzard  at- 
.tended  this  part  of  the  chace :  partly  owing  to  the  extreme 
lurrownefs  of  the  channeli  partly  to  flioals^  and  partly  to  the 
flaming  fliips  on  each  fide  th^  river.  The  Hampden  of  twenty 
guns,  finding  hcrfclf  fo  clofely  befet,  as  not  to  be  able  to  run 
aihore,  furrendcrcd.  All  the  re  ft  of  the  rebel  fleet,  among 
(Which  was  a  beautiful  frigate  called  the  Warren,  of  thirty-two 
.gunSf  eighteen  and  twelve  poundersi  together  with  twenty-four 
iail  of  tranfports,  were  completely  deftroyed,  fome  by  them- 
felves  tu  avoid  being  captured,  but  moftly  by  his  Majefty's 
.ihips.  Nor  did  the  three  war  (loops,  which  had  fo  bravely 
ftconded  the  garrifon  during  the  fiege,  fail  to  come  in  for  a 
ihave  of  the  glory  of  the  day.  As  foon  as  it  was  known,  that  k 
was  the  Briiifh  fleet  come  to  their  afTiftancc,  their  Captains, 
.with  an  expcdilicm  that  did  them  the  grcateft  honour,  got 
on  board  the  guns  which  they  had  lent  for  the  defence  of  the 
^ace»  had  their  damaged  rigging  repaired,  got  under  way  io 
as  to  join  Sir  George  Cdlier  by  the  time  that  his  ihips  came 
oppufite  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  with  ihc  Ujuaiiron 
had  their  lliare  in  deftroying  the  enemy's  fleet.  Mr.  Saltonftall 
commanded  the  enemy's  naval  force,  and  General  Lovell  their 
troops,  which  were  efUmated  at  three  thou&nd  men.  Both 
their  Liilors  and  fuldiers,  after  they  abandoned  their  veflels, 
fuffered  great  diftrcfs  from  hunger  and  fatigue,  in  exploring 
their  way  back  to  Boftoui  through  the  thick  woods  and  deiert 
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iMraftet)  wHefe  undoubtedly  many  of  them  periflitd.  After 

ih^ir  defeat,  they  quarrelled  amongll  tlienifulvLS  :nul  fought  j 
and  between  fifty  and  fixty  of  them  were  Uain  in  the  iculllc. 
Aithoogh  only  two  vefiels  were  taken,  viz.  the  Hampden  of 
-twenty,  and  the  Hunter  of  fixteen  fix  poimderst  a  fine  new 
ihip,  efteemed  the  fafteft  failer  in  America  i  yet,  as  nothing 
cieaped,  the  viclory  was  moft  complete.*'  The  town  of  Bcfton 
had  been  at  the  expence  of  this  armament :  and  fo  anxious 
were  its  citizens  for  the  fuccefs  of  it»  that,  to  ftimulate  the 
failors  to  behave  well,  they  relinquiihed  to  them,  their  (havs 
of  the  prize»money  and  plunder  to  which  they  would  have 
been  entitled,  had  they  proved  fucccfsful.  Few  places  ever 
experienced  fuch  a  blow  to  their  marine  :  and  confidering  how 
9i€tm  a  part  Bofton  had  taken  in  fomenting  the  unhappy  dif« 
ferences  between  the  mother-country  and  the  colonifts,  there 
will  not  be  found  many  difpofed  to  regret  the  lofs  which  it 
now  fuilained. 

Befides  thofe  of  the  (hips  taken,  many  guns  of  thofe  which 
were  burnt  were  recovered :  and  ahnoft  all  the  enemy's  batter'* 

ing  train  fell  fuccefTively  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli.  This 
contributed,  in  no  tmall  degree,  to  the  completion  of  the  fort. 

The  account,  giren  by  Brigadier-General  M*Lean  of  the 
defence  he  made,  is  modcft  'in  the  extreme  $  but  in  his  com* 
mendations  of  the  officers  under  him,  and  when  fpeaking  of 
the  afTiiLuuc  whicu  l.c  r^CL:vuJ  from  Licuieiiaut-Coionel 
Campbell  and  others,  his  language  h  flrong  and  manly.  He 
points  out  their  merits,  by  the  gratitude  which  he  feems  to 
feel  for  their  unremitting  exertions  in  the  conteft.  The  un- 
animity which  ib  confpicuouily  prevailed  in  both  departments, 
contributed  greatly  to  their  honour  and  fucLLfi.  hii  George 
Collier,  after  fo  gioriouily  fmifhing  the  buhnefs  here,  return- 
ed with  the  fquadron  to  New  York,  where  Vice-Admiial 
Arbuthnot  alfo  arrived  with  his  fleet  from  England. 

General  M'Lean,  leaving  a  ^^r  .per  garrifon  lit  M^jebigwa- 
ducc,  under  the  command  of  l.ieuleoaiit<CoioiM;l  Campbell, 
^  2  retunied 
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fetimied  widi  the  remainder  of  the  forces  to  Halifax  ;  tvherey 

in  May  1781,  a  fever  deprived  country  oi  thi^  mull  ex- 
cellent oiTicer  and  worthy  man. 

In  confequence  of  the  ruptiixe  with  the  Court  of  Spahit  the 
opentioiu  of  war  on  the  contuiept  of  North  America  were 
this  year  widely  extended.  Don  Bernard  de  GalveZy  his 
Catholic  Majefty's  Governor  of  Louifinna,  being  funnllic-d 
with  Tery  early  intelligence  of  the  deiigns  of  his  Courts  made 
yfeparationa  for  invading^  with  a  very  confiderable  forecy  die 
Bfitiib  territories  akmg  the  banks  of  the  Miffiffippi;  and 
actually  commenced  hoftilities  aim  oil  as  foou  in  Florida,  as 
his  nation  did  in  Europe.  Thqjmall  number  of  troops,  under 
Ibe  GODunand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dtckfon  of  the  i6th 
icgimentf  was  neither  able  to  prevent  the  inraion  of  the  pio- 
^nce»  nor  to  ftop  the  progrcfs  of  the  invaders.  Several  fmall 
pofts  fell  fucceflively  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  :  and  the 
Colonel^  with  what  men  he  could  mufter^  retired  to  Batoa 
Rowgey  where  he  ordeied  a  ledoubt  to  be  thrown  njk  It  was 
Icavoely  fini(hed,  when  he  kamed^  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing againft  it.  On  the  i  2th  of  Sepieniber,  it  u  j-  j-vefl- 
edi  early  in  the  morning  of  the  21(1,  a  battery  of  heavy 
camioa  was  opened  againft  it ;  and  after  an  inceffant  fire  on 
both  fides  for  opwards  of  three  hours,  it  was  (b  much  damaged^ 
ihat  Colonel  Dickfon  finding  the  poll  no  longer  tenable,  was 
obliged  to  fuirendcr  it  by  capitulation. 

When  the  Compte  d'Eftaing  left  the  Leeward  lilands,  he 
carried  along  with  his  fqnadron,  a  very  confiderable  military 
fbrccy  together  with  a  train  of  battering  cannon,  to  be  ready 
to  aft  as  exigencies  might  require  :  and  with  thefe  he  arrived 
at  Cape  Fran9ois.  While  tlierc,  he  was  ftrongly  foliciicd  by 
the  rebel  Congiefs»  to  join  his  forces  with  theirs  under  General 
Lincdn  in  South  Carolina  $  and  in  conjun£Hon  with  him,  to 
oblige  the  King's  troops  to  abandon  the  province  of  Georgia. 
To  this  propolal  M.  d'Eflaing  confented,  wilhing  to  give  the 
rebels  a  proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  Maker's  friendfhip  for 
diem)  and  anxious  to  do  fomcdiingi  that  might  induce  them 
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to  forget  his  condu£l  at  Rhode  Ifland,  in  the  preceding  cam- 
paign. At  Cape  Francois,  he  was  joined  by  fome  militaryi 
which,  with  thofe  he  brought  with  him,  might  make  his  land- 
forces  amount  to  about  five  thoufand  five  hundred  men  :  and 
the  rebels,  under  General  Lincoln,  might  be  about  three 
thoufand  five  hundred,  including  fome  hundreds  of  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes.  He  had  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  two  of  fifty 
guns,  feven  frigates,  feveral  floops,  ftorefhips,  cutters,  and 
fmall  craft.  With  this  great  force,  he  failed  from  Cape 
Francois,  and  arrived  oflF  the  coaft  of  Georgia  on  the  ift  of 
September,  intending  fird  to  take  the  town  of  Savannah,  and 
then  to  proceed  and  lay  fiege  to  New  York. 

As  foon  as  he  got  through  (he  windward  paflagc,  he  fcnt 
two  fliips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  to  Charleftown,  to 
announce  his  arrival.  The  rebels,  on  receiving  this  intelli- 
gence, made  every  exertion  in  their  power,  not  only  to  increafc 
their  military  force  under  General  Lincoln,  who  immediately 
began  his  march  for  Savannah  ;  but  alfo,  to  fend  a  reinforce- 
ment of  gallies  and  fmall  craft  to  the  afliftance  of  the  French 
fleet.  So  little  was  this  force  expe£\ed  on  this  coaft,  that 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Experiment  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by  Sir 
James  Wallace,  and  carrying  a  confiderablc  fum  of  money  for 
the  payment  of  the  troops  in  Georgia,  having  been  difmafted 
on  her  voyage  from  New  York,  unfortunately  fell  in  with  it, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  and  was  taken.  The  (hips  detach- 
ed by  M.  d'Eftaing  for  Charlcftown,  were  fccn  from  Tybcc  on 
the  3d  of  September :  and  Lieutenant  Lock  of  the  Rofc  frigate, 
who  had  been  fcnt  in  a  fwift  failing  vcffcl  to  reconnoitre  them, 
reported,  on  his  return,  that  they  were  French.  Captain 
Henry,  immediately  on  receiving  this  report,  difpatchcd  Lieu- 
tenant Whitworth,  of  the  Kcppcl  brig,  in  a  faft  failing  tender 
to  New  York,  to  put  Sir  Henry  Qinlon  and  Admiral  Arbuth- 
not  on  their  guard.  On  the  8th,  M.  d'Eftaing,  with  a  fleet 
confifting  of  forty-one  fail,  were  difcorercd  a  little  to  the 
fouthward  of  Tybcc.* 

•  %u  Now  IJ7# 
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Upon  the  firft  alarm  of  the  enemy  being  on  the  coaft,  Ge- 
neral Prcvofl  exerted  hiii.lcU'  to  the  utmoll,  to  increafe  and 
Arengthen  the  fortifications  of  tiictown  of  Savannah  j  aiui  wa$ 
mod  ably  feconded  in  hia  operationa,  by  Captain  Jam^  Mon- 
cneflfe  of  the  engineers,  and  Captain  Henry  of  the  navy.  Orders 
were  fent  to  the  Hon.  Lieutenant**Co]one]  Makland,  who  wa& 
pofted  with  a  confulerabk  detachment  of  troopi^  at  Beaufort, 
and  to  Captain  ChriRian  of  his  Majcity's  (hip  Vigilant,  to  re- 
pair aa  foon  as  poflibic  to  Savannah,  with  the  troops,  fliips, 
and  gallies,  then  at  Port  Royal  iiland.  Unfortunately,  the 
exprefs  with  thefe  orders  was  intercepted  by  fome  of  the  rebel 
patrols*,  and,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  a  fecond  mefllngcr, 
the  enemy  had  time  to  fei:!e  on  the  principal  communications 
between  the  two  places.  This  rendered  the  jan£kion  of  that 
detachment  with  the  garrifon,  upon  which  alone  any  hope  of 
defending  Savannah  could  be  icaionably  founded,  a  uiuUcT 
extremely  precarious,  difficult,  and  dangerous.  Happily, 
however,  the  abilities  of  Colonel  Maitland,  and  the  zeal  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  powerfully  aided  by  the  profeffional 
ikUl  of  Lieutenant  Goldelbrough  of  the  navy,  who  was 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  various  creeks,  inlets,  and 
^uts,  with  which  the  interior  navigation  of  this  country 
sdwunds^  overcame  every  obllacle  in  their  way.  The  battery 
at  Tybee  was  deilroyed ;  the  leading  marks  for  the  bar  were 
cut  down;  and  the  little  naval  force  there  was  111  in  rcaJinefs 
to  run  up  the  river  Savannah,  as  foon  as  the  Frcuch  Hect  were 
feen  making  for  the  mouth  pf  it. 

On  the  9th,  the  whole  of  the  French  fleet  anchored  off  the 
bar:  and  on  the  loth,  four  frigates  weighed  and  came  tQ 
Tybcc  anchorage.  M.  d'Ellaitig  had  got  from  Charlcflown,  a 
large  fupply  of  fmali  craft,  into  which  he  put  his  troops  j  and 
they  proceeded  into  Ofl*abaw  inlet,  and  made  good  the  debark* 
atton  of  their  forces  at  Bowley,  thirteen  miles  from  Savannah, 
under  cover  of  four  gallies.  The  French  frigates  prepared,  2.% 
the  fame  time,  to  advance  up  the  river. 

Captain  Henry  and  the  naval  department  were  empioyedj 

fron\ 
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from  the  i  otli  to  ihc  1 3th,  in  conveying  to  Savannah,  part  of  tlie 
guns  and  amniunition  of  the  Rofe  and  Fowey^  in  veflels  which 
General  Pieroft  had  fent  dtnim  ibr  that  pnrpoie.  On  the  i  ^thf 
both  frigates  being  much  ll|irhtened,  failed  over  the  Mud-flat 
to  1  ivc  Fathom  Hole,  ii'uni  which  the  rrmAiniJcT  oi  tlicir  guns 
and  ammunition  were  conveyed  up  to  the  town,  which  is  only 
three  miles  diftant.  The  Comet  galley*  Keppel  brig*  and 
ibme  armed  veflels,  were  fo  placed  as  to  cover  the  paflage  of 
Cdond  Maitiand,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  from 
Port  Roynl,  t^n  nugh  Wallfcut.  On  the  14th  and  i5lh,  the 
iiBamen  completed  the  important  buiinerr>  of  landing  the  cannon 
and  ammnnitioii  from  tlie  fhsps  and  fmall  vc&ls :  and  the j 
were  appointed  to  the  different  batteries^  under  the  commawl 
of  Captains  Henry,  Brown,  and  Fifher  of  ihc  navy.  Same 
mailers  of  tranfports,  and  themadcr  ot  a  privateer^  with  their 
men,*  made  voluntary  offers  of  their  (enrice;  as  did  Mr* 
hbakj,  merchant  of  Jamaica.  Their  ofoa  were  accepted^ 
and  they  had  dieir  pofts  afEgned  them.  The  marines  woe 
incorporated  with  the  grenadiers  of  the  60th  regiment. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  Compte  d'Eiiaing  iieni  a  iiaughty  letter  to 
General  Prevoll,  fummoaiogbim  to  fitrrendcr  the  pbce  to  hit 
Moflt  Chriftian  Majefty :  informing  fasm^  at  die  Cuae  ttmc^ 
that  among  tJic  troops  which  he  Iiad  the  honour  to  command, 
was  the  detachment  which  had  ilormed  ilhc  Horpual  HiU  at 
the  Grenades.  Uc  begged  leave  to  recal  this  to  bis  memory  ; 
and  aflurcdbim,  tkat  begave  bim ibis  notice  fmn  motives o£ 
hmnanity,  in  order  to  fpaie  tbe  Ibeding  of  hmiaii  bbMNLf 
General  Prevoft,  on  rcccivrn?  *hii  n^eiTngc,  called  a  meeting 
of  the  Govenioif  Lieuter^nt-Governof,  and  Field-Oficert  in 
the  garriiiDo,  who  zmdmnkd  bim  to  fisy*  that  be  dcdaoed  ibr- 
vcadering  or.  a  general  fnoMMmsy  wilbovt  fpecifie  icnis  ;  bat 
that,  if  fuch  were  prc^piii^;*!  ii  could  with  honour  accept, 
he  would  then  give  his  anfwcf.^    Tim  dtcw  a  rcpiy  frcnn  M. 

f  i«  Mile  xjSt  «d  tee  lit.  f.     t  toliiisij^  ^ 
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d'Eftaing,  in  which  he  affirmed,  that  it  was  cuftomarr,  not 
for  befiegers,  but  for  ihoil*  who  were  bcfiegcd,  to  propofe 
terms  of  capitulatton }  (bated,  thai  he  had  m  obje^lloiu  to 
allow  the  General  everf  indulgence  confident  with  his  doty  ; 
and  mfonned  hinny  that,  as  it  was  his  intention  next  day  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  unwy  of  die  Uniicil  .States  of  Ame- 
rica^  if  his  anfwer  was  not  immediately  ready,  he  mufl  in 
Ittture  neat  with  General  Lincoln  and  him.*  General  Pie* 
Toft^  in  return^  demanded  a  ceflation  of  hofttlities  for  twenty- 
four  hours  ;f  as  a  ^  time  ahfolutely  neceflary  for  deliberatton, 
and  for  the  dilcufl'ion  of  various  intcrcits.  Towards  tlic  cren- 
ing  of  the  16th,  the  Coiiipte  d'Eilaing  returned  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  confisnted  to  this  demand4  The  two  armies  joined 
m  the  lydii  and  .formed  fepanite  but  condguous  encamp^ 
jnents. 

It  was  during  this  parley,  that  the  detachment  under  Lieu« 
tenant-Colonel  Maitland,  coofilUng  of  upwards  of  a  tho«£m4 
men,  arrived  from  Beaufort*  The  enemy  well  knew,  liow 
important  it  would  be  to  their  interefts  to  prevent  this  jun^ion  j 
and  ioi  that  purpofc,  had  attempted  an  cntcrprile,  which 
proved  unfuccefsful,  by  their  pilots  refufing  to  undertake  to 
^lace  the  French  frigates  in  the  ncceflory  Hatioasy  for  cnabfing 
them  to  cut  off  Cblonel  Maitland's  communication  with 
Savannah.  Of  lui^  Lii^auid  .  ice  the  Colone!  availcil  iiimfelf: 
and  after  undergoing  immcnfe  fatigues,  joined  Geuerai  P^voft 
in  the  evening  d  the  i6th,  with  five  hundred  men  i  and  the 
remainder  of  his  detachment  arrived  about  noon  die  next  day* 
As  he  found  the  enemy  in  pofleflion  of  the  fliip-channel,  the 
Col  onel  liaii  been  obliged  to  come  round  Dawfaikic,  and  land 
on  the  marlhes  i  ami  after  dragging  his  boats  (empty)  through 
a  cut,  got  into  the  Savannah  river  above  the  French  frigates, 
and  from  that  came  down  to  the  town.  A  Council  of  War 
was  held,  in  whicli  it  was  determined  to  defend  the  plicc  to 
the  lafl  extremity :  and  notice  of  tliis  refolution  was  lent  to 

the 

*  See  Note  X40,  and  there  Ho.  3.      f  See  Hote  X4i>  ind  diere  ^ 

I  Sec  Note  142,  uiid  ikcTc  Ho.  j. 
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the  bcficging  Generals.*  To  tliis  INI.  d'Eflaing  returned  an 
anfwer.f  Hoililities  immediateljf  recommenced :  and  the 
Biittfli  tais  could  not  refrain  from  gWing  three  huzzas  from 
their  batteries.  Both  fides  siow  exerted  themfeltes  with  the 
utmod  alliduity.  When  the  town  was  firft  fammoned,  there 
were  not  above  eight  or  ten  guns  mounted  :  but  fo  indefntigablc 
were  the  exertions  of  Captain  Moncriefie»  the  fenior  engineer 
in  the  place,  in  putting  it  in  a  proper  ft^te  of  defence,  that» 
hf  adding  die  guns  landed  from  the  Ihtps  to  diofe  which  were 
in  ftore,  he  had,  in  ihc  cuuife  of  a  lew  dayb,  nearly  liincty 
pieces  of  cannon  ready  to  oppofc  to  the  enemy,  as  foon  as  their 
bttteriet  fhould  open.  He  had  likewife  ere&ed  many  redouhts, 
hatteriest  and  odier  works,  to  retard  their  progieis.  In  aH 
thefe  operations,  the  fddiers  and  failorS)  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulnefs,  worked  day  and  night  in  the  face  of  hoftile  troops 
fiuihed  with  conqueCl :  the  caemj  were  greatly  ailoniihcd 
;it  the  «£Hvity  of  the  garrifon. 

From  the  accounts  given  to  M.  d'Eftaing  of  the  fituatton  of 
things  at  Sav.tiuiah,  he  coniidered  his  fuccefs  agai.iil  It  ascer- 
tain. He  had  made  repeated  declarations  to  the  Americans, 
that,  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  fo  far  advanced,  he  could 
liot  lemattt  mote  than  ten  or  fifteen  days  on  fliore,  left  his  Jlect  - 
ihould  be  uijured  on  fuch  a  dangerous  coad.  The  reinforce- 
ment which  the  garrifon  had  received,  reduced  the  befiegers 
to  the  aUcrnative  of  either  (lorming  or  befieging  the  town  of 
Ssvannah.  The  latter  plan  was  adopted,  and  they  took  their 
ineafures  accordingly. 

Ai  it  was  apprehciuicd,  tliat  the  enemy's  (hips  might  come 
too  near  the  town,  and  annoy  the  rear  of  the  Britilh  hnes» 
Captain  Moocriefie  had  ibme  fiie-rafts  prepared,  and  in  readi- 
neCs  to  z€t  againft  them,  if  they  Ihould  make  the  attempt.  It 
was  alfo  judged  expedient,  in  order  ciTeclually  to  prevent  it, 
to  fmk  a  number  of  veflels  to  (lop  up  the  paifage.  As  Ins 
MajeCiy's  fiup  the  Rofe  was  in  fo  very  bad  a  condition,  that^ 
by  the  report  of  flupwrights  lately  employed  to  furvey  hert 
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fije  coulfi  not  fwim  above  two  months  j  as  licr  gun?,  auiLViUBi- 
tion^  and  itores,  had  been  lantied ;  and  as  her  weight  wouid 
keep  ker  aciofs  the  chanoeiy  whea  lifter  veficls  might  fiiilt^ 
owing  to  die  rapidity  of  the  cantnt»  and  to  the  hardaeft  of  its 
fandy  bottom,  in  which  they  could  hare  little  hold,  Captain 
Henry  felecled  her  as  a  vciTel  proper  to  be  lunk.  The  tSarannah 
armed  (hip,  and  four  tranfportSy  were  al£o  fcuttkd  and  iimk^ 
and  by  thefe  the  channel  was  blocked  np^  Above  the  town 
feveral  (mailer  Teflek  were  funk,  and  a  boom  was  laid  acraCs 

the  rh'ur,  to  prc\cnr  the  enemy  from  fending  duwii  iirc-r^iLa 
among  the  ilnpping,  or  landing  troops  in  the  Bntiih  rear, 
Pteriooa  to  the  vefiels  being  funk,  the  Fowey,  Keppel  fai%^ 
Comet  galley,  and  Germain  provincial  armed  lkip»  west  got 
up  to  the  town :  and  the  latter  having  guns,  was  placed  off 
Yamairaw,  to  flank  the  lines.  While  the  eneni\  »  batteries 
were  getting  ready  to  play  againil  tiie  town,  three  French 
frigates  advanced  up  the  river  to  Mttd-flat»  One  of  them,  faav* 
ing  twelve  pounders,  and  two  rebel  gallies,  carrying  eadi  two 
'  eighteen  pounders  in  their  prows,  anchored  in  Five  Fathom 
Hok  \  from  which  one  of  the  frigates  failed  into  the  back  river» 
with  a  defign  to  cannonade  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  lines.  She 
fired  a  great  number  of  (hot  $  which,  being  at  tbctr  ntmoft 
range,  did  no  execution.  The  gallSes  advancing  neaier,  did 
fome  damage  to  the  houfes  ;  but  a  few  fJiot  now  and  then  fioiu 
the  river  battery,  made  them  keep  a  rcfpectabie  diftance. 

Two  fallies,  one  of  them  on  the  24th,  commanded  by  Major 
Graham  of  the  i6th  regiment ;  and  another  on  the  27tli,  com* 
manded  by  Major  M* Arthur  of  the  7ifi:  regiment;  were  ad- 
mirably well  conducled,  did  the  enemy  conGdcrable  mifchief, 
and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  many  of  their  bed  troops, 
while  the  lofs  on  our  dde  was  very  incon6derable.  In  the 
firft  fally.  Major  Graham  artfully  drew  the  enemy  into  a  inare» 
by  wliich  the  Frcneh  and  the  rebels  fired  on  each  other, 
and  had  near  fifty  men  kilkd  before  the  ouitake  was  diiicoveced* 

The  batteries  played  on  eveiy  place  where  the  enemy  woe 
perceived  to  be  at  work  \  and  more  than  once  obliged  them  to 
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<!ifcontinuc  their  labour.  It  was  the  third  of  Oclobcr,  before 
they  opened  any  of  their  batteries :  and  then,  about  midnight 
tliey  began  to  bor.:b:.r(!  from  nine  mortars  of  eight  and 
inches,  and  continued  the  bomhardment  aboot  two  hours.  At 
dny.lighr,  their  fire  comincnocd  again  from  the  nine  mortars, 
and  alfo  frcra  t]:lriy-lwvc:i  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  land  fiJc, 
and  dxteen  from  their  (hipping;  and  in  tliis  they  pcrhilcd  with 
little  variation  during  fcvcral  days.  The  execution  done  by  this 
heavy  fire,  was  much  icfs  than  couULhaTC  been  imagined.  It  con- 
fifted  in  killing  a  few  hclpleis  women  and  children^  and  fome  few 
negroes  ami  horfes  in  the  town,  and  on  the  common.  On  thi 
^th,  the  enemy  threw  fome  carcaiies  into  the  :  which 
burnt  one  wooden  houfc :  and  about  eleven  o'dock,  the  General 
fent  a  letter,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  VL  d'Eftaing,  fcquefiing 
permiiTion  to  fend  the  women  r^nJ  chilurca  cut  of  ihe  place, 
on  board  of  ihips  and  down  the  river,  under  the  protecliun  of 
a  French  (hip  of  war,  until  the  £ege  ihould  be  ended.  After 
three  hoursi  and  a  deal  of  tntermedute  cannon  fhot  and  ihells, 
an  infulting  anfwer  was  returned  by  Meflrs.  Lincoln  and 
d'Eflain^,  in  which  tl:cy  rcfufed  to  cumply  with  this  icaicaablc 
and  humane  demand.* 

The  garrtfon,  undifmayed  by  this  brutal  condu£l  on  the  part 
of  their  opponents,  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  againft  them :  and  dur- 
ing tlie  night  were  cxti^niLiy  Luiy  ..dding  to  their  works,  and 
in  repairing  fuch  of  them  asjiatl  fuilaiiiLd  damage.  Thus  tilings 
went  on  until  the  morning  of  the  9th  j  when,  a  little  before 
flay-break,  after  a  heavy,  and  as  uftial,  inceflant  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  the  enemy  attacked  General  Prevoft's  lines. 

The  attack  began  up  >n  the  left  of  his  centre,  in  front  cf  the 
French  \  and  very  foon  after,  upon  his  left  and  right.  It  was 
yet  dark,  and  the  darknefs  was  increaied  by  a  very  thick  fog, 
which  made  it  iropoflible  to  determine  with  precifion,  where 
the  real  attack  was  to  be  made,  or  how  many  aflliults  were  in- 
tended. No  reinforcements  therefore  were  fent ;  but  ever^ 
thing  was  kept  in  readineis  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  troops 
mited  with  the  greateft  coolnefs  in  their  different  pods,  for 
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the  approach  of  the  eriCmy.  Thofe  In  tliL;  II]  .  w  eu  prepiicd 
to  charge  them,  wherever  they  Ihould  attempt  to  penetrate  ; 
and  the  General  had  the  gieateft  hopes,  that  the  fire  of  the 
field  artillery,  which  was  placed  to  fupport  the  adTaneed  rt^ 
cuubrs,  would  cn.iblc  him,  whik  the  enemy  \vc:c  e;uaiiglcd 
among  thefe^  to  throw  them  into  fome  confuhon  ;  aod*  per- 
haps, with  a  good  profpe£l  of  fuccefsf  to  order  his  corps  de 
icferve  to  fally  forth  and  charge  them.  The  ground  towani 
|>oth  his  flankS}  owing  to  its  natural  defe£^s,  which  the  tttmod 
efforts  of  Captain  Monciicilc  had  been  unable  cff'etliially  to  re- 
move, was  but  too  favourable  for  an  enemy.  On  the  right 
was  a  fwampy  hollow,  by  which  they  could  approach  voder 
cover  to  within  fifty  yards  of  his  principal  works^  and  in  fome 
places  llill  ne,ucr ;  and  there,  lie  fuppofed,  that  the  rebels 
would  make  their  aiTault.  On  tlie  left,  the  approach  was 
neither  fo  well  covered,  nor  of  fo  great  an  extent  as  that  on 
the  right ;  but  as  it  was  fufficiently  large  to  admit  troops  to  a£l» 
as  the  ground  was  firm  and  clear,  and  as  it  was  near  ^hetr  en- 
campment, he  expc£led  that  the  French  regulars  would  make 
their  attack  there :  but  in  this  he  was  miilaken.  A  real  attack 
did  take  place  there :  but  the  principal  attack,  compofed  of  the 
fiowcr  of  the  French  and  rebel  armies,  and  led  by  the  Compte 
d^Ellaing  in  perfon,  afTiftcd  by  all  the  principal  oihcers  of  both, 
was  made  upon  his  right.  Under  cover  of  tlie  hoUow,  they 
advanced  in  three  columns  i  but,  owing  to  the  darknefs,  took 
a  wider  circuit  than  they  needed  or  intended  to  have  dooCj 
and  went  deeper  into  the  bog.  Thefe  circumftances  pfcrent* 
cd  them  from  beginning  the  attack  fo  foon  as  they  had  con* 
certed  -j  and  befidcs  occafioning  a  iofs  of  critical  time,  pro* 
duced  confiderable  diforder  in  their  ranks.  The  attack,  how^ 
ever,  was  very  fpirited,  and  for  fome  time  obiUnately 
maiatair.cd  j  pai  iieularly  at  a  redoubt  on  the  Ebcnezcr  road, 
which  was  a  fccnc  of  hot  action,  great  lois,  and  confummate 
bravery.  Two  (land  of  colours  were  a^iually  planted,  and 
Teveral  of  the  aflailants  killed  upon  the  parapet  j  but  they  met 
fo  determined  a  refiftance,  that  ^ey  could  not,  with  aD  ifceir 
efforts,  force  an  eatrauce.   It  was  now,  that  ihc  ikiii  and  de- 
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fign  of  the  defences  raifed  by  Captain  Moncriefie  were  fuiljf 
difpiajed  |  foTf  while  the  conSiCt  was  ftiU  dubiotts  and  bloody^ 
die  field-piecesy  from  three  batteries  which  were  manned  hj 

the  failors,  took  them  in  every  direction,  and  made  fuch 
havock  in  their  ranks,  that  they  were  thrown  into  confuhon^ 
and  compelled  to  make  a  panfe.  At  this  critical  moment^ 
Major  Glacier  of  the  6otfa  regiment,  with  the  grenadiers  o£ 
that  corps  and  the  marines,  advanced  rapidly  from  the  Hnes  ; 
in  the  moil  impetuous  manner,  chareed  the  enemy  with  their 
fixed  bayonets^  and  plunging  among  them,  into  the  ditches 
and  worksj  drove  tliem,  in  an  inftant,  from  the  ditches  of  the 
redoubt,  and  from  a  battery  a  little  to  the  right  of  it  Follow- 

ing  up  the  blow,  they  forced  tiiLm  to  fly,  in  great  confufion, 
over  the  abbatis,  and  into  the  fwamp.  On  this  occafion^ 
Captain  Wickham,  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  60th  grenadiers^ 
greatly  diftinguilhed  himieif.  When  the  grenadiers  advanced^ 
three  companies  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  ytft  regiment 
Were  ordered  to  fuftain  them  :  iind  although  they  were  ported 
at  no  confidcrabie  diilance,  and  marched  forward  wiih  tlx 
nfoai  ardour  of  that  corps,  iiich  was  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  grenadiers  had  made  thehr  attack,  and  fo  precipitate  was 
the  enemy's  retreat,  tliat  they  could  not  come  in  for  a  (hare  of 
tlic  victory.  One  of  the  enemy's  coluir.nij  a  little  more  to 
their  left,  in  every  attempt  which  it  made  to  come  out  of  the 
hollow,  was  repulfed  bj  the  briik  and  well  directed  fire  of  a 
redoubt,  where  the  militia  were  pofted,  aided  by  HanuIton*t 
fmall  coip5  of  North  Carolinians,  wIjo  were  on  the  right,  and 
moYed  there  with  a  field-piece  to  bear  obliquely  againlt  itp 
while  one  of  the  feamen's  batteries  took  it  dure£lly  in  flank. 
It  was  now  day-light :  bnt  the  fog  wis  not  fuffieiently  deared 
off,  to  enable  General  Prcvofl  to  judge  with  any  degrte  of 
certainty  of  the  itrength,  difpofuion,  or  further  intentions  of 
the  enemy  on  the  right.  On  the  left,  and  in  the  centre,  the 
fog,  with  the  addition  of  the  fmoke,  was  ftill  impenetrably 
clofe :  and  a  fmart  firing  being  ftill  kept  up  there,  die  General 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  drAW  iiom  it,  a  number  of 
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troops  fufiicient  to  make  a  refpe^abk  fortie.  Bf  thefe  meani^ 
an  opportunity  was  loft  of  taking  complete  advatiuge  of  the 

confunun  of  the  cn^-iny,  by  charging  [hem  in  their  retreat 
but  they  did  not  get  oiF,  widiout  being  fcvercly  cannonaded 
by  the  batteries  and  field-piecesi  as  long  as  they  wese  ia  Sight, 
or  judged  to  be  within  reach.  They  were  every  where  re- 
pulfcd  :  and  thofe  on  the  left  were  only  heard,  bcuig  concealed 
from  view  by  the  thicknefs  of  the  fug. 

Lisateiiaat- Colonel  dc  Porbeck,  of  WciiTeobcck's  Heflian 
regiment^  was  field-officer  of  the  right  wing :  and  being  in  the 
redoubt  when  the  attack  began,  had  an  opportunity,  which  be 
M  cil  uvip.  jvcd,  of  fjgnahzing  hinilulf  in  a  moil  g.:lhint  manner. 
It  would  not  be  doing  juflice  to  the  different  corps  who  clcfcnd^ 
ed  the  rc-loubt,  if  we  negleded  to  mention  them.  They  were 
part  of  the  South  Carolina  Royalifts }  and  the  Jight  dragoons 
difmountedy  and  commanded  (by  fpecial  order)  by  Captain 
Tawfe,  a  good  and  gallant  oflicer,  w  'no  nubly  full  widi  Lis 
fword  in  the  body  of  tlic  third  man  he  had  killed  with  his  own 
hand.  The  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  BritiOi  in  this  battle*  con* 
Tided  of  one  Captain  and  fifteen  rank  and  file  killed^  one 
Captain,  three  fubaltcrns,  and  tliirty-five  rank  and  file  wound* 
cd.  The  lof}>  fuftaiued  by  the  enemy,  as  acknowledged  by  the 
French)  was  about  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  men  kilkd 
and  wounded  $  of  thefe»  they  loft  forty«four  officers  and  ieven 
hundred  men  :  and  the  deferters,  of  whom  there  were  a  great 
many,  all  declared,  that  the  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  was 
not  lefs  than  four  hundred  men.  Among  the  wounded  was 
M.  d'Eftaingi  (in  two  places)  M.  de  FontangCf  Major^Ccneral  i 
and  feveral  others  of  diftin^ion.  Count  Polafki,  (who  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  thcfe  Memoirs),  a  Colonel  of 
cavalry  in  the  rebel  fervice,  in  making  a  delperate  puih  at  the 
Briliih  lines»  was  mortally  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock^  tlie  enemy  lequefted  a  trucej  and  leave 
Co  bury  their  dead,  and  carry  off  dieir  wounded  men.  This 
was  grained  for  thofe  who  by  a  diftance  from  the  lines,  or 
out  of  a^ht  of  tliem :  but  thofe  vviLhin  or  near  the  dbbaiis  were 
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intentd  by  the  Britiflk  Their  ntimben  weit  on  die  tight,  two 
hundted  wad  thfee :  on  the  left»  twenty-eight.   One  hundred 

and  fixteen  prifoners,  mod  of  them  mortally  wounded,  were 
ikiivered  to  the  enemy.  To  this  lofs,  confideriiblc  of  itfelfy 
muii  be  added,  the  numbers  buried  by  them«  the  numbers  who 
periihed  in  the  fwanpt  and  many  who  weve  carried  off  by 
them  when  they  retreated. 

From  this  time  to  the  i8th,  nothing  very  nutcrial  happen- 
ed. Several  flags  of  truce  were  fent  during  that  period  by  the 
ciiemy>  and  a  great  deal  of  cifility  paiTed  xmunaliy  between 
tl|e  French  and  Bntiih.  Many  apologies  were  made  for  theis 
refufal  to  allow  the  women  and  children  to  be  fent  out  of  town : 
and  the  blame  of  this  bafe  conduct  was  laid,  by  n  French 
Colonel,  Compte  CD  uin,  entirely  on  the  fcoundrel  Lincoln^ 
imd  the  Americans.*  The  ofier  was  then  made  with  greal 
eameftnefty  that  the  ladies  and  children  ihould  be  received  by 
the  Chevalicr  ^  .1  Kuiiiaiii,  cn  bo^r^l  of  liic  CLlmcrc  ^  but  ihz 
anfwer  given  to  u  was  blunt  and  fDldicrly,  that  what  had  once 
been  lefuibd,  and  that  in  terms  of  iafuk«  was  not  in  any  cir* 
cttmilances  deemed  worA  acoeptance.  AU  the  French  officers 
feemed  quite  aihamed  of  this  aifajr.  As  it  was  with  diem 
unly,  that  the  Hrinfti  iijd  nv.y  iiitcrcourfe  after  the  repulfc  on 
the  5>ih,  the  kotimems  cf  the  Americans  could  not  bcio  well 
luiown.  Btttf  as  the  letter  was  figned  hy  d'£ftaii^  as  well  a» 
Jlly  Lincoln,  their  imputing  this  harflii  cruel^  and  imprecedent* 
cd  refufal,  entirely  to  the  bruti^lity  of  the  American  Genera!, 
may  ferve  to  iiicw  their  confcioufricfs,  that  it  was  aUogciiicr 
indefenCibk}  butis  by  00  means  fuflicicnt  to  exculpate  the 
French  Ck>nunander»  horn  his  fliaie  of  the  blame  and  difgracCf 
ioreparable  from  it.  An  antfaor,f  who  is  eatremely  partial  tm 
the  Amcric*:!!  caufe,  endi^avours  to  defend  this  mcafurc  from 
motived  of  policy :  "  1  he  combined  army  (fuys  he)  wa&  io  con" 

Edent  of  fncccist  that  ii  was  fufpc^Ud,  that  the  leqneft  of 
<(  lending  away  the  women  and  chiUim^  piocecded  from  a 
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deCre  of  fectettiig  the  plunder  lately  taiEen  from  the  Soodi 
^  CaTolinianSf  and  artfully  covered  under  the  fpecioiis  vol  of 

•*  humanity.  That  the  Commaiulers  were  fufpicious,  confir^.cr- 
**  ing  the  ilratagem  IVcvoft  had  practifcd  after  being  fiuiimoiied, 
«*  is  not  {Irange*  It  was  alfo  preCumed,  that  a  fefvfal  would 
«•  expedite  a  furrender*"  There  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
n;uc!i  corwli.illtv  between  the  French  and  Americans  in  this 
cnterprife.  M.  d'EiUing  would  have  been  weil  pleafcd  to 
have  done  the  bufinefs  without  them,  by  funimontng  the  place 
to  furrender  to  his  Moft  Chrifttan  Majefty.  Thia,  the  latter 
took  much  amifsy  as  they  confidered  themfehres  aa  principals^ 
and  the  French  oiily  as  auxiliaries:  and  for  this  piece  of  pre- 
fumption,  fome  concc (lions  were  made.  When  the  time 
sfligned  by  M.  d'Eftaing  for  this  eapedition  had  elapfi^  and 
ftill  more  was  required  by  the  engineers,  if  it  was  expeded 
that  the  garrifon  Ihoulcl  be  compelled  to  furrender  by  regular 
approaclieSy  lie  became  extremely  impatient  to  bring  matt^r^ 
fn  a  quick  dccifion,  and  urged  giving  the  aiTauIt  to  the  place;* 
This  meafure,  fays  Mr«  Gordon^  was  forced  on  M>  d*£ftatiig 
by  his  naval  officers,  who  had  remonftrated  againft  his  ooo* 
linuing  to  rifle  fo  valuable  a  ileet  in  its  prefent  unrepaired  con- 
dition, on  fuch  a  dangerous  coall  in  the  hurricane  feafon  *,  and 
at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  (hore,  that  it  might  be  furprifed*  . 
Tiiefe  remooftrances  were  enforced,  by  the  probalnlity  of  theit 
being  attacked  by  the  BritiOi  fleet  completely  repaired,  with 
tlicir  full  complement  of  men,  foldiers,  and  artillery  on  boards 
when  t!ie  ihips  of  his  Moft  Chriiiian  Majeily  were  weaiKoed^ 
by  the  abfence  of  a  confiderabie  part  of  dietr  crews,  aftiHery^ 
and  officers,  employed  at  the  fiege  of  Savannah.  Thefe  fta-* 
fons  had  great  weight  with  M.  d'Eftaing  :  and  he  prevailed  OH 
General  Lincoln  to  Itorm  the  place  without  farther  loisof  time* 
The  Americans  fcemed  to  think,  that  by  a  little  more  paiietiee 
tnd  perfeverance,  the  town  muft  have  fubmttted}  as  in  a  few 
days,  the  lines  of  the  befiegers  would  have  been  carried  quite 
clofc  to  the  works  of  the  befiegcd.  Tlicir  allies,  however^ 
judged  tbemfelves  to  be  in  fo  critical  a  iituation,  that  they  ^.c- 
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quiefced  in  M.  d'Eftaing's  propofal ;  for,  if  the  French  liad  re- 
tired to  their  (htpg,  the  fiege  muft  have  been  raifed,  io  that 
there  remained  only  one  alternative  for  them  to  adopt.  The 
ftpiilfe  which  they  had  leceived,  was  not  followed  hj  mtttaal 
accufatkms  of  want  of  courage  or  condtid  in  either  party  i  but 
the  French,  in  all  their  coavciitiLiuua,  ipukc  uf  die  Americans 
with  the  greatell  contempt. 

It  was  not  peroeifed  until  the  i8th,  that  the  cnemjhad 
raHed  the  fiege ;  bat,  die  fog  clearing  up  in  the  moming  of 
^lat  day,  it  was  found  that  they  had  moved  off.  For  fome  dayt 
previous  to  this,  they  had  been  bufy  in  drawing  oiF  their  cannon 
and  mortars,  and  in  embarking  their  Hck  and  wounded,  o£ 
whom  they  had  a  great  number.  General  Prevoft  immediately 
detached  partiies  in  purfmt^of  them ;  but  they  had  got  to  fndh 
a  diilance  before  it  was  difcovcrcd  they  had  rctrc-aicd,  tliat  they 
could  not  overtake  them  :  the  enemy  in  tlicir  march  having 
broken  down  ail  die  bridges.  The  French  embarlwd  in 
Angnftine  cieek,  and  the  rebels  crofled  the  river  Savannah  at 
Zubley^s  ferry,  and  got  into  South  Carolma.  The  enemy's 
fleet  quitted  the  coali  nn  the  26th  of  Oftober,  and  their  frigates 
and  galiies  on  the  2d  of  November,  as  ioon  as  an  exchange  o£ 
prifoncrs  had  taken  place.  The  balance  of  prifoners  was  in  tho 
enemy's  favour :  for  while  diey  were  off  this  coaft,  on  the  i  ith 
of  September,  lii^  Majefty's  flnp  Ariel  of  twenty-four  guns, 
was  taken  by  the  French  frigate  the  Amazon  of  tliirty-hx 
guns ;  and  befides  taking  the  Eiperiment,  they  took  alfo  the 
Mynlcy  navy  vi^ualler;  and  Champion,  ftoiefliip*  The  laft 
of  thefe  was  a  prize  of  confidcrable  importance  to"  them^ 
for  their  fleet  was  very  badly  manned,  their  crews  fickly, 
their  ihtps  in  bad  condition,  ihort  of  anchors  and  cables,  and 
no  running  rigging  to  reeve,  but  this  fliip  afforded  them  a  fup- 
ply.  She  had  been  fent  horn  New  York,  with  naval  ftores  for 
the  (hips  and  veiTds,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Henry. 

In  thb  enterprile,  M.d'£fbing  did  not  ratlc  hi>>  cbarac^r 
IS  a  mtttaty  commander*  He  certainly  committed  two  great 
Mondeif.  The  fiift  waS|  his  not  stacking  the  Brittfli  Koef, 
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in  the  mak  ftater  ib  which  he  foand  them  on  his  amvaly  aad 

before  Colonel  Maitland  had  an  opportunify  of  throwing  him* 
felf  into  the  town.  Th&  fecond  was,  his  not  delaying  the  aC- 
fault  a  little  longer.  He  had  carried  on  his  fap  within  tbm 
hundred  yank  o£  the  principal  worits  of  the  befie^  %  s»i  him 
fiiperiority  of  nnmbers  was  fnch,  that  he  was  fure,  in  a  very 
(hort  time  of  approaching  dole  to  them.  If  they  (hould  wait 
to  be  attacked  by  aifault,  he  was  aimofl  upon  au  e^ai  looting 
with  them :  and  if  he  flionki  be  repnifed,  his  men  m^hi  be 
under  cover  tn  an  m&Mnt,  where  they  could  vdtf,  and  coqi- 
mence  the  attack  anew.  He  feems  to  have  been  diagiined  an<i 
.  difappointed,  that  h\s  cnnnon  and  mortars  made  fo  little  iiu- 
preffion  on  the  iiritilh  works ;  and  to  have  trutted  too  SMtch 
to  the  numbers  and  fnppofed  gopdnefs  of  the  troops  be  com^ 
manded* 

Never  did  Iroops  more  juftly  acquire  a  brilliant  reputation, 
than  thofe  of  the  garrifon  of  Savannah  did»  by  their  gallant 
defence  of  the  place.  The  noble  and  fteady  perfeveiance  taea^ 
nifefted  by  all  rankst  in  ezpofing  themfehres  to  every  fatigue 
and  to  every  danger ;  the  cheerful,  yet  determined  fpirit  with 
which  they  fet  all  the  threats  of  the  enemy  at  defiance  ^  and 
their  firm  reibiution  of  abiding,  to  the  laft  man,  by  every  cod- 
lequence  of  an  obftinate  defence,  met  the  higheft  approbatioA 
of  their  King  and  country.  On  this  occafion,  the  DrittA  fea 
and  lantl  fervices  feemed  to  be  fo  firmiy  united,  that  it  would 
be  injuilice  to  treat  them  as  dittinct  departments.  To  mcntiO% 
by  name,  all  the  officers  who  glorioufly  difttnguii|ied  them- 
felves  in  the  defence  of  Savannah,  would  be  to  enumerate  the 

.  whole.  A  few  demand  particular  notice.  Among  thefe  is 
the  Hon.  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Maitland  of  the  jid  regi- 
ment, whofe  life  feems  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  fcrvice  o£ 
his  country.  Fighting  her  battles,  he  had  loft  a  hand  in  the 
Eaft  Indies )  and  at  laft,  fell  a  ynBdm  to  the  climate  of  Georgnu 
Thrc^c  ilayb  .ifter  the  combined  forces  had  raifed  the  Ticgc  of 
Savannah,  he  died  of  a  fever,  occaiioned  by  th^  fatigue  he  had 

^  undergone,  in  formiog  a  junction  with  the  garrifon.  Im- 
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'  tenant^Cokmel  de  Porbedk,  and  Majors  Fmfer  of  the  7  ift  re- 
giment, a^ing  Q^artcr-Maller-Gencral,  M^Arthiir,  Graham, 
and  Gbcier,  dclerve  alfo  to  be  named.    The  naval  CapLanis 

-  Hcnry^,  Brown,  and  FHherf  and  Lieutenants  Lock  of  the  RofCf 
mod  Cnwfbfdof  the  Fowey,  parttcuiarlydiitinguiihed  tbemfehes. 
A  greater,  or  more  highly  merited  encomra«9  cannot  be  pafled 
on  Captain  James  MoiicriwirL:,  commandiiip;  engineer,  than  by 
iiEng  General  Prevoil's  own  words,  in  his  public  letter  to  the  Sec- 

•  Tetary  of  Sute.  I  would  wi(h  to  mention  Captain  Moncrieiet 
**  commanding  engineer ;  but  fincerely  fenfible,  that  all  1  can  ei- 

*  prefswilllall  greatly  (hortof  what  that  gentleman  deserves,  not 
only  on  this,  but  on  all  other  occafions,  I  ftiall  only,  in  the 
moil  earned  manner,  requeil  your  Lordihip'«  taking  him  into 
your  pfOte£Bon  and  patronage,  to  recommend  him  to  his 
Majedy,  as  an  officer  of  long  fervice,  and  moft  lingttlar 
merit:  afluring  you,  my  Lord,  from  my  own  moft  poGtivc 
knowledge,  that  there  is  not  one  ofhccr  or  foldter  of  this  little 
army,  capable  of  refle^ng  or  judging,  who  will  not  regard, 
as  perfonal  to  himiSslf,  any  mark  of  royal  favour,  gracioufly 

**  conferred  through  your  Lordihip,  on  Captain  Moncrieflc/* 

Tiie  lofs  during  the  fiege,  and  various  other  returns,  die 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix,*    The  fame  a£ltYity  and 

-  Tigilanoe,  extended  itielf  thfoughout  every  rank  in  the  Britifli 
iervice.  During  the  fiege,  the  Vigilant,  with  the  Sc6iirge  and 
Vmdt6Hte  gallies,  were  obliged  to  remain  at  Calltbogie,  where 
Captain  Chriftian  of  the  V^igiiant  creeled  a  b.utci  y  un  Ihore  to 
protect  them,  and  fecured  all  the  veiTels  iu  fu  iirung  a  poll' 
tion,  that  the  Ficocb  and  lebels  thought  it  moft  pnidctit  to 
defift  from  attacking  them.  As  foon  as  the  French  frigates 
bad  eonj  <  of  the  rive,  o^v^.iiiuh,  Cuptaiii  Cliriflian  remov- 
ed the  iieet  under  lus  commaiid  from  Caiiibogie  to  l  ybec  *,  nor 
were  they  kmg  there  befoie  they  performed  a  very  important 
iervice*  On  the  4th  of  November,  the  Myrtle,  navy  visual- 
ler,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  French,  and  converted  into 
a  watering  vcilcl,  being  Liown  out  of  the  river  a  day^  ht- 
iore  the  enemy  left     rctunied  to  'i  ybce  with  a  rebel  g^Uey, 

L  I-  a  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


NAVAL  AND  1779. 


in  hopes  of  finding  tlieh-  friends ;  bat      King^t  lefleb  ikete 

captured  rhem  both.  The  galley  proved  tu  be  the  RaiLdgc. 
Slie  carried  two  eighteen  pounders  in  her  prow,  and  four  fixes 
in  her  watft.  Captain  Henry  had  her  pwdiafed  into  his  Mi* 
jefty'a  icrinee,  named  her  the  Viper)  and  gate  die  comaiaad 
of  her  to  Mr.  John  Steele,  mafter's  mate  of  the  Rofe,  until  the 
Admiral's  pkafure  fhould  he  known.  The  gallant  behnTiour 
of  Mr.  Steele,  at  the  bnttcry  on  the  fpot  where  the  French  and 
lebelt  ftormed  the  Britiih  Itnety  had  pointed  him  out  tio  Op* 
tain  Qinftian  as  lughly  worthy  of  diii  fiivonr. 

The  mention  made  by  Captain  Henry,  m  hh  public  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  of  his  brother  Captains  and 
ii  Tery  pleaOng,-^«<  I^ow  beg  kave  to  acknowledge 
^  tiie  particular  ferrices  of  Captain  Brown  of  the  Rofe,  befbie 
and  during  the  fiegc,  for  his  very  fpiritcd  exertions  on  every 
occafion.    Lieutenant  Lock  of  the  Rofc,  and  Lieutenant 
•*  Crawford  of  tlie  Fowcy,  were  very  diligent,  anxioni,  and 
M  ^irited,  daring  the  whole  bafinefs.   Captain  Fiflier,  who 
commanded  the  Sarannah  armed  fliipt  a£ted  as  Brigade 
Major  to  the  ft  a  department,  and  while  he  contioited  in 
•*  health,  did  his  utmoit  to  forward  the  fexvice. 

Captain  Knowles,  agent  of  tranfports,  as  fooo  as  he  was 
«  eichanged  as  a  prifoaeri  femd  at  the  batteries :  and  Lie»> 
^  tenant  Goldeflirottgh  of  the  Vigilant,  by  whofe  diligenee 
and  activity  the  King's  troops  were  brought  through  Wu'lkut 
to  Savannah,  I  have  appointed  to  the  Vigilant  in  the  room 
^  of  Captain  Chriftian,  who  has  the  hooowr  to  prefent  to  yon 
thde  difpatdies*   Captain  Bfown»  bte  of  the  Rofe,  was  10 
have  carried  them  ;  but  his  extreme  ill  health  prevents  hiau** 
This  gallant  olBcer  died  very  foon  after,  much  regretted. 
Captain  Mowbray  of  the  Germain  provincial  armed  flup  of 
St.  Aagttftinei  who  was  ftattoned  at  Yamaiiaw  to  fiank  ow 
<■  lines,  was  very  diligent  in  that  fcrrice,  and  affifting  lieo* 
•*  tenant  Goldcibrough  in  finking  veflels,  and  laying  a  boom 
«  acrofs  the  river  above  the  town.    Mr.  Tate,  Mailer  of  die 
«  Nancy,  and  Mr.  Wndbnj  lifaftcr  ot  the  Tweed  traMpsif^ 
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dcfeiTC  very  particular  thanks  for  their  conftant  ferviccs  at 
«<  the  batteries ;  as  alfo,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mafter  of  the  Venus, 
and  Mr.  M'Curdie,  Mader  of  the  Neptune  tranfports.  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  mention  the  very  fpirited  fervices  of  Mr. 
*•  McDonald,  mate  of  the  Efte  tranfport,  at  this  and  former 
«*  times. 

**  The  Fowey's  cables  that  were  worn,  were  cut  up  for 
wads ;  the  confumption  being  great  from  the  condant  fire 
of  the  batteries,  and  her  fails  were  ufed  for  tents.    A  bomb 
*^  fell  into  her  cabin,  which  broke  the  mizen-mad,  and  damaged 
«  her  deck  and  ftern  frame,  but  not  materially." 

The  Compte  d'Edaing,  as  foon  as  he  cleared  the  land,  fent 
back  the  troops  he  had  brought  with  him  to  their  refpe^live 
garrifons  in  the  Wed  Indies,  under  convoy  of  fome  frigates  ; 
detached  fome  (hips  of  the  line  to  the  Chefapeak,  under 
M.  de  Vaudreuil,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  to  Europe. 
They  were  all  overtaken  by  a  terrible  dorm,  and  difperfed ; 
but  notwithdanding  the  miferable  condition  of  the  line  of  battle 
(hips,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  deer  clear  of  the  Britidi 
fquadrons  then  at  fea.  M.  de  Vaudreuirs  (hip  was  the  only  one 
of  his  fquadron  that  got  to  the  Chefapeak :  the  others  were 
forced  to  bear  away  for  Europe. 

If  the  French  and  the  rebels  had  proved  fuccefsful  at  Sa- 
vannah, there  was  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  would  have 
endeavoured  to  pufli  their  conqueds  farther ;  as  tlie  fleet  under 
Admiral  Arbuthnot  was  of  too  inferior  a  force,  eitlier  to  dop 
their  progrefs,  or  to  afford  fuccour  to  any  place  that  they 
(hould  attack.  The  harbour  of  Rhode  Ifland  would  have  af- 
forded M.  d'Edaing's  fquadron  an  afylum  during  the  winter 
months  :  and  General  Wafhington  was  at  hand  with  his  army, 
and  ready  to  aflid  the  French  in  difpoflefllng  the  Britidi  of  that 
pod,  while  it  would  not  have  been  in  the  Commander  in 
Chief's  power  to  have  given  Sir  Robert  Pigot  the  fmalleft 
aflidance.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  therefore,  refolved  to  abandon 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  bring  the  garrifon  to  New  York,  which  he 
fortified  with  the  greated  care.     With  this  acquifiiion  of 
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ftrengthy  and  a  ftrong  reinforcement  of  recruits  bnra^t  from 
Europe  by  Sir  Andrew  Hair.ond,  he  efFe£iually  fecurcd  ihn 
place,  againft  any  attack  which  the  rebels,  in  conjun^ion  wiih 
their  ailieSy  might  make  upon  it.  Sir  Robert  Pigot  embarked 
his  troops  and  artillery  on  the  25th  of  0£loba,  aadarived  at 
New  York  on  the  27th:  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  as  foon  as  he 
was  informed  of  the  repulfe  of  the  enemy  at  Savaiunli,  fef  to 
work,  and  got  every  thing  ready  for  an  expeditioa  againft 
Charkftown  in  South  Caiolina»  which  was  to  proceed  as  foon 
as  the  Admiral  (hould  teceive  certain  intelligence  of  the  French 
fleet  having  left  the  American  coaft. 

Such  of  the  fquadron  on  this  (lation,  as  were  employed  ia 
cruizingi  were  tolerably  fuccefsful  The  Galatea,  Captain 
Jordan,  took  the  Revenge,  a  cutter,  and  the  Saratoga,  pri- 
vateers belonging  to  the  rebels,  of  iixteen  guns  each.  In  Marrch, 
the  Daphne,  Captain  Chiiiiicry,  took,  when  cruizing  off 
Charleilown,  South  Carolina,  the  brig  Hornet,  a  rebel  pri- 
▼ateer  of  fixteen  guns  and  eighty  men.  By  an  exchange  of 
prifonerS)  Captain  Chinnery  was  enabled  to  man  the  Hornet 
to  cruize  againft  the  enemy.  He  took  alfo  the  Oliter  Crom- 
well of  twenty  guns ;  the  Eagle  of  twelve  guns  and  tortv-fjx 
men ;  the  General  Maxwell  uf  ten  guns  and  forty  men  ,  axid 
the  fchooner  Modefty  of  three  guns  and  forty-three  men,  aO 
rebel  privateers.  The  Experiment  took  the  General  Arnold  la- 
bel privateer  of  twenty  guns.  The  Ariel  took  the  New  Broom 
and  RcGdance,  rebel  privateers  of  fixteen  guns  each,  bit 
George  Collier,  while  in  the  Chefapeak,  took  the  Black  Snake 
rebel  privateer  of  iixteen  guns ;  and  on  his  way  to  Ponobfoo^ 
the  Nancy  of  lixteeni  and  the  Rover  of  ten  guns,  xebcl  pri* 
vatecrs. 

NEWFOUNDLAND  STATION. 

Rea  r  -  a  d  m  I  r  a  l  Ed  wards  commanded  his  Majeily '&  ihips 
and  veflels  on  this  ftation,  and  gave  very  ample  prote£tioD  co 
the  fifhcry.* 

Oo 

•  See  Note  247* 
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On  the  I4tfa  of  Jolji  Captain  Reeve  of  the  Surprizei  having 
Tcceived  intelligence,  that  his  Majefty's  armed  fchooner  Egmont 

]iad  been  that  very  day  attacked  and  taken  off  Cape  Spear,  by 
a  rebel  privateer  brig,  iinmediateiy  flipped  his  cables^  and  went 
In  queft  of  her.  ^Getting  fight  of  her  in  the  evening,  he  im- 
fnediately  gave  chace,  and  came  up  with  her  about  midnightf 
when  (he  ftmck  her  coloars.  She  proved  to  be  the  Wild  Cat 
privateer  of  Salem,  not  ten  weeks  off  the  llocks,  mounting 
fourteen  carriage  guns.  When  ihe  came  out,  Die  had  a  crew 
of  ieventy^five  men.  Lieutenant  Gardner  and  twenty  of  the 
£gniont'8  crew  were  found  on  board.  Captain  Reeve  alfo  took, 
while  on  this  (lation,  the  Jafou.md  Monmouth,  two  rebel  pri- 
vateers: the  former  a  ihip  of  twenty  guns,  nine  and  fix 
pounders,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men^  the  latter^  a 
bng  of  twehre  guns  and  iisty«feven  men. 

The  Honourable  Captain  Codogan  of  his  Majefty's  (Iiip 
Licome,  on  the  31(1  of  May,  when  cfcorting  a  convoy  to 
Newfoundland^  fell  in  with  TAudacieufe  French  privateer^ 
of  twenty-four  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  men» 
which  ftruck  after  engaging  him  half  an  hour.  The  privateer 
iiad  twenty-two  men  killed,  and  feventeen  wounded,  in  the 
a£lion.  The  Licornc  had  only  one  man  wounded.  On  ilic 
15^1  of  June  the  Capuin  parted  with  his  convoy,  in  lat.  48^ 
50' N.  and  long.  42^48'  W.  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind :  and  on 
the  19th,  being  in  fight  of  tlic  land  near  St.  John's  harbour, 
faw  a  fliip  to  which  he  gave  chacc ;  and  at  two  o'clock  next 
afternoon  came  up  with  and  took  her.  She  proved  to  be  a 
rebel  privateer,  called  the  General  Sullivan,  *of  twenty-four 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  fix  men. 

Captaiii  Tafley  of  his  Majefly's  fhip  the  Syhiih  ,  on  hig 
voyage  from  Newfoundland  to  Lifhon,  fell  in  with  and  took 
the  Rambler,  a  rebel  privateer  from  Salem,  of  fourteen  guns  and 
ninety  men;  alfo  the  Patagon,  a  Spanifh  packet  bound  from 

the  ifland  of  Tcneriffc  to  Coruinu,  uiuicd  vvilli  fi^tce;!  guns, 
Mnd  fifty-five  men. 

'    LL4  MEDITER. 
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Vice- Admiral  Duff  commanded  his  Majelly's  diips  ami 
vefleU  on  thb  ftation."*^  The  Montreal  and  Thetis  frigates 
heing  on  a  cniize  to  the  eaftward  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  ift  of 
May,  were  chaccd  by  two  French  fliips  of  war.f  The  Thetis, 
being  a  remarkably  faft  failer,  had  the  good  tortune  to  efcape  ; 
but  it  did  not  fare  fo  well  with  the  Montreal.  One  of  the 
enemy's  ihips  coming  ciofe  np,  and  firing  fome  (hot  at  her, 
Ihe  ftruck :  notwidiftanding  which,  they  kept  firing  at  her  for 
near  hall  an  hour,  by  which  fevcral  men  were  killed  a:*d 
wounded.  Nor  did  they  behave  much  better  after  they  board- 
ed the  frigate ;  for  the  Frenchmen  immediately  broke  open  die 
ftofcs  that  contained  the  liquor  belonging  to  the  officers,  with 
which  many  of  them  got  immoderately  drank.  The  frigate 
was  carried  into  Alicant,  where  Captain  Douglas  and  his  crew 
were  liberated.    They  were  afterwards  conducted  to  Gibraltar. 

On  the  loth  of  July,  Vice^Admiral  Duff,  being  at  Gibrakar, 
receiTed  intelligence,  that  five  xebeques,  with  a  number  of 
Spanifli  vciTcIs  luppoicd  to  he  under  their  cor.voy,  l.iy  in  the 
road  of  Malaga,  and  were  foon  expec^d  to  £aii  to  the  weft* 
ward.  He  theiefore  ordered  the  Childers  Hoop  immediately  to 
proceed  a  few  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  to  watch  tibeir  rnodoaa 
and  give  notice  of  their  approach.  About  four  o'clock  in  die 
afternoon  of  the  following  day,  the  (loop  came  off  the  bay, 
with  the  fignal  flying.  The  Vice- Admiral  inftantly  ordered 
die  cables  of  the  Panther  and  Enterprize  (the  only  ihipa  he 
had  with  him)  to  be  flipped,  and  got  under  way.  About 
this  time,  two  oi  rhe  xcbcqucs  had  come  near  to  Gibr^kar,  in 
chace  of  three  cutter  privateers,  which  had  made  prize  of  a 
fettce,  one  of  their  convoy,  which  they  were  towing  nnder 
the  batteries  at  Enropa  Point :  bnt  notwithftanding  that  efibit 
to  refcue  her,  they  fucceeded  in  fecuring  their  prize.  As  foon  at 

the  xebeques  obferved  that  the  ihips  were  in  moiiuu,  they  hauled 

thcii* 

•  See  Nate  148. 
t  The  yi&otre  and  Bourgogne  of  fefeiity*foiir  gum  each. 
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their  wind  and  made  fail  for  Ceuta.   In  their  progrefs  ^ther^ 

one  of  themwus  fir^d  upon  by  the  Clillders,  a:ui  exchanged  a 
few  Ihot  with  her:  on  which  the  Vice- Admiral  crowded  fail 
in  order  to  get  to  the  aihilance  of  the  iloop  i  but  there  being 
little  wind,  and  the  enemy  having  the  weather*gage»  the 
xebeques  foon  got  out  of  reach,  and  the  night  coming  on|  they 
and  a  few  of  thcik  convoy  clLapcJ  to  their  intended  port.  The 
Other  three  xebeques>  which,  as  well  as  the  two  former, 
roounted  from  twenty*fix  to  thirty*two  guns  each«  with  fome 
armed  veflek,  made  off  to  the  eaft  ward»  by  which  means  their 
convoy  vvai  cilcclually  difpcrfcd.  In  the  couric  of  the  night, 
the  cutter  privateers  above-mentioned  took  three  more  fettees, 
and  the  Childers  deiiroyed  another,  nearly  under  the  batteries 
of  Ceuta.  At  day-break  next  morning,  the  Vice-Admiral 
gave  chace  with  the  (hips^  came  up  vrith  and  took  two  fettee$ 
of  the  above  convoy.  Seeing  that  the  two  xcbcques,  (one 
wearing  a  broad  pendant,  and  laid  to  be  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Barcello,  the  fon  of  the  Admiral  of  that  namci)  had  now 
fecttied  themfelves  under  the  fortiefs  of  Ceuta,  and  that  the 
reft  of  the  convoy  had  efcaped,  he  returned  to  Gibraltar  with 
*  his  little  fquadron  and  prizes.  The  prizes  were  laden  with 
articles  ufeful  to  that  garrifon }  their  cargoes  coniifting  chiefly 
of  wines,  brandies,  and  fome  fmall  quantities  of  bread  and 
other  provifions.  This  was  a  very  fortunate  circumftance  for 
the  garnioii,  for  whofe  benefit  the  cargoes  were  bought  ;  as 
were  alfo  thofe  of  eight  other  SpaniQi  prizes,  taken  by  his 
Majefty's  Ihips  on  this  ftation,  and  by  privateers  which  had 
been  fumifiied  with  letters  of  reprifal  from  his  Excellency 
Governor  DKct.  Their  cargoes  confifted  of  articles  fimilar  to 
thofe  above  euumcrated. 

The  Enterprise  frigate  drove  on  fliore,on  the  Barbarycoaft, 
a  French  privateer  of  fourteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  Her  crew  were  taken  prifoners  by  the  Moors,  for 
cliacing  fome  fmall  trading  vefl'els  belonging  to  Gibraltar.  The 
Jiutcrprizc  afterwards  took  the  Venus,  an  American  ichooner, 
with  fixty-five  hogflieads  of  tobacco. 

TRAN- 
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The  events  which  occurred  in  Britain  and  its  vktnUji  and 
which  we  now  come  to  relatCt  are  multifarious  almoft  beyond 
example.    It  is  therefore  hoped  that  a  little  prollxttf,  neceiflarf 

to  let  UiLin  iJi  a  clear  and  iiilLin£l  view,  may  be  forgiven.  We 
(hall  iirfl  mention,  the  operations  of  ileet$»  and  the  military 
affiiirs  conne^d  with  thefe  i  and  next,  give  a  pardcular  detail 
of  the  many  combats  and  other  naval  trania^ions,  that  occar 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 

Rear-Admiral  Arbuthnot,  having  been  appointed  Cora- 
maxider  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  and  vcflels  on  the  North 
American  ftatiouf  failed  from  St.  Helen's,  on  the  firik  o£  May» 
for  New  York,  having  under  his  convoy  near  four  hundred  fail 
of  merchant  fliips,  tranfports,  and  victuallers,  ckortcil  by  four 
fail  of  the  line,  a  fifty  gun  ihip,  a  frigate,  and  a  iiieihip.*  Hav- 
ing received  intelligence  at  ten  o'clock  next  momingi  that  the 
ifland  of  Jerfey  was  attacked,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  proceed 
immediately  to  its  lelief.  He  accordingly  ordered  the  frigate 
with  the  convoy  to  Torbay,  to  wait  his  farther  orders,  and 
with  the  fquadron  fleered  acrofs  the  Channel,  and  arrived  at 
Gucrnfey  on  the  4th  $  where  he  karned^  that  the  French  had 
left  Jerfey,  and  diat  foroe  (hips  of  war  had  arrived  there.  He 
dctaclicd  the  Experiment  to  reinforce  them  5  and  on  the  &Ak 
failed  from  thence,  to  rejoin  the  convoy  in  Torbay. 

This  enterprife  againd  the  ifland  of  Jerfey  was  undertaicen 
by  a  perfon,  who  afliimed  the  title  of  Prince  of  Naflau,  and ' 
who  has  fince  figured  as  a  military  adventurer  in  the  iervice  of 
fcvcral  potentates.  1  loping  to  carry  his  point  by  a  cci/p  Jr-  ;/7.7/;/, 
he  appeared  off*  tlic  iHand  early  in  the  morning  of  the  laid  of 
May.  His  force  coniifted  of  five  large  yefi*els»  and  a  great 
number  of  fmaller  ones»  many  of  which  were  only  brge  boats* 
on  board  of  which  was  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men. 
They  coailcd  along  until  they  came  to  Sr.  Owen's  bay,  where 
they  attempted  to  di£embaik  the  troops.   Their  cutters  and 

armed 

f  See  Note  t49> 
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armed  fmall  craft,  inteodeii  to  cover  the  laiiding,  came  to  near 
as  to  fire  feme  grapc-iliot,  and  the  boats  with  the  troops  were 
r.t  hand  to  have  puflied  for  the  fliore :  but  the  profpeft  they 
faw  of  being  warmly  received,  made  them  defift  from  the  at- 
tempt, and  draw  off.    As  foon  as  this  was  difcovered  to  bo 
the  fleet  of  an  enemy,  the  alann  was  given,  and  in  a  moment 
the  %n^a  flew  to  arms.    Accompanied  by  a  part  of  the  Ead 
of  Scafurth's  highland  regiment,  then  in  garnion  there,  they 
made  the  greateit  haite  to  the  mtended  place  of  defcent,  and 
arrived  in  fufficient  time  to  prevent  it«  having  dragged  fome 
field  artillery  through  the  heavy  fands,  with  whidi  they  can- 
nonaded die  enemy  until  they  got  ont  of  reach  of  their  ihot. 
The  Lie ucf  n<.:n- Governor  of  the  ifland  immediately  difpatchcd 
to  Portsmouth  a  quick  failing  vefTel,  which  fell  in  with  Rcar- 
Admtral  Arbuthnot's  fqoadron.   The  veflel  proceeded  on  her 
voyage ;  and  as  the  difpatohes  mentioned  that  the  enemy  con- 
tinued in  fight,  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  the  commanding  oliker  of 
the  fleet  at  Portfmouth,  ordered  fome  frigates,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Cnptain  Gidoinof  the  Richmond,  to  fail  immediately 
to  the  relief  of  the  ifland«   On  their  arrival  at  fioule  bay,  they 
foand  the  Evperiment,  Sir  James  Walhce,  preparing  to  rejoin 
Admiral  Arbuthiiot,  but  detained  hv  a  contrary  wind.  On 
the  I  oth,  Captain  Gidoia  received  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant 
Bailie  of  the  ifland,  inibiming  him,  that  a  fleet  of  French  ihips 
weie  feen  near  the  Hbnds  of  Qtaidey*   Some  finall  veflfidb 
were  immediately  fent  to  reconnoitre  them,  and  they  were  foon 
plainly  difcerncd  from  the  heights  conti<^uous  to  the  bay.  They 
conHiled  of  three  fliips,  one  brig,  and  two  iloops.   They  cane 
to  an  anchor  that  night  off  Coutances. 

The  Captains,  on  confidting  with  refpe^  to  the  bdl  means 
of  intercepting  the  French  fleet,  agreed  that  it  would  be  mod 
eligible  to  divide  the  naval  force  they  had  with  them.*  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  lath,  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  the  Experi- 
ment, Pallas,  Unicom,  Fortune,  Cabot  bdg,  and  a  higfail 
yfcifd,  (the  owners  of  which  had  voluntarily  ofleied  to  fend  her 

with 
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widi  the  King's  ^p^i)  proceeded  round  the  weft  end  of  ihe 
ifland  of  Jerfcf :  and  Captain  Gidotn  in  the  Richmond,  with 

the  remainder  of  the  frigates  and  vefTels,  and  three  more  armed 
.  iugfail  veflels,  (the  owners  of  whicii  had  made  the  iame  offer 
as  the  former,)  fteered  for  Coutances'  bajr,  where  the  French 
ftiU  continued  at  anchor.  When  the  fquadion  under  Otptatn 
Gidoin  had  come  within  three  or  four  leagues  of  them,  the 
French  Commodore  made  the  fignnl  to  weigh,  the  topfail  yards 
were  hoiiUd  aloft  with  the  fails  furled.  They  were  prelently  aH 
under  way^  and  not  fuijpeding  that  another  fquadroo  was  ready 
to  intercept  them,  pufhed  with  all  their  £iUs  let  towards  St. 
Milo's.  The  Britifh  (lups  gaye  chace,  but  at  ten  o'clock  that 
night,  it  being  almoft  calm,  and  the  tulc  againft  them,  they 
were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  in  the  narrow  pafiige  be* 
tween  Granville  and  the  iflands  of  Chaufey*  To  men  psadog 
for  a£^ion,  wi^  the  enemy  in  fight,  this  unavoidable  delay  was 
a  great  trial  of  patience.  The  lide  at  iail  turned  in  their  f;ivour, 
at  three  o'clock  in  tl^e  morning  of  the  i^th,  and  Captain 
Gidoin  made  the  iignal  to  weigh*  There  was  then  very  little 
wind,  and  that  foutherly,  which  obliged  this  fittle  fquadron* 
though  with  the  greateft  relu(il:ance,  to  come  to  an  anchor  in 
the  forenoon.  At  ten,  they  faw  fomc  (hips  over  the  iflands  of 
Qiaufey,  and  foon  difcovered  them  to  be  the  divifion  under  Sir 
James  Wallace,  in  purfuit  of  the  French,  then  at  andwr  in 
Cbncale  bay.  This  divifion  had  likewife  been  obliged  to  anchor 
in  order  tu  flcm  the  tides;  but  getting  round  the  iflantl  of  Jcrfey 
by  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  1 2th,  it  made  fail  all  night  £o( 
the  French  Ihore* 

On  the  13th,  at  day-light,  a  frigate  was  leen  coming  out  of 
St.  Malo's,  and  five  or  (ix  others  to  leeward,  (landing  for 
Concalc  bay.  Sir  James  Wallace  gave  chacc  to  the  frigate  ; 
but  (lie  efcaped,  by  running  in  under  the  protection  of  the  forts 
and  batteries  of  St.  Malo.  He  then  bore  up,  and  chaced  thofis 
to  leeward ;  but  they  went  into  Concale  bay :  and  on  being 
followed,  ran  aihore.  Sir  James  Wallace  run  the  Experimerc 
directly  in  amonglt  them,  and  began  a  warm  cannonade, 

which 
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which  kded  about  an  hour  and  a  halfy  daring  whicht  the 
cvewa  of  the  Fieach  ihipt  all  kft  them  $  and  the  boats  from 
the  BritHh  Ihips,  boarded  and  brought  them  off.   The  coaft 

being  ainrmcd,  tlic  militia  repaired  to  their  pods ;  and  nt  this 
time,  the  enemy  had  brought  cannon,  howitzers,  &c.  and  kept 
op  (mart  and  well  dife£ked  a  fiiet  that  it  was  judged  proper 
to  hm  two  of  die  French  fiigatesy  and  leave  a  cutter  Icuttfed 
onlhorc.  The  third  frigate,  viz.  the  Danae  of  thirty-four  guns, 
a  brig,  and  a  floop,  were  brought  oC  Thefe  were  the  ihips 
whkh  were  to  have  co-operated  with  the  Prince  of  Na/Tau. 
During  the  adion»  the  £iperiment  was  £0  greatlj  annoyed  hj 
a  battery  of  fix  twelve  pounders,  thatSir  James  Wallace  judged 
it  expedient,  as  fooa  as  poflefTioa  was  taken  of  the  Danae,  to 
lilence  the  battery,  in  order  to  efiett  the  deilrudion  of  the 
otiber  lirigates  and  ctitter.  The  pilots  having  refuied  to  take 
charge  of  die  Experiment^  he  carried  her  up  the  bay  himfelf ; 
and  laying  his  (hip  abrcall  of  the  battery,*  filcnced  it  in  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  :  immediately  on  which,  the  crews 
of  the  two  French  frigates  and  cutter  deferted  them.  The 
Experiment  was  hulled  in  (emal  places,  and  her  fails  and 
rigging  were  much  damaged  by  the  Ihot.  She  had  two  men 
killed,  and  thirteen  wounded.  The  Purfer  of  the  Cabot  had 
his  leg  ihot  off,  and  two  of  her  men  were  wounded.f  Tlie 
Danae  was  bought  by  Government,  and  added  to  the  Royal 
Navy  by  the  fame  name.  Captains  Hamikon  and  Dodd,  of 
the  Fortune  and  Cabot  Hoops,  were  promoted  to  be  Poft- 
Captainsj  and  Lieutenant  Wallace  of  the  Experiment  was 
railed  to  the  rank  of  Mailer  and  Commander. 

Admhral  Arbudmot  had  no  fooner  rejoined  his  convoyt  diaiii 
the  wind  became  contrary,  and  he  was  forced  to  teinahi  in 
Torbay  fo  long,  that  Ins  being  there  could  not  fail  of  bcincj 
known  to  the  French  Mmiilry,  who  were  exerting  themfelves 
to  the  tttmoft,  at  fireft  and  Rochlort»  to  get  ready  for  lea  » 

lav 

•  In  doing  this,  the  Eipcriment  took  the  ground;  but  WM got  off  without 
rccdving  wj  damage,  when  the  battery  was  filcnced. 
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lafge  fleet,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  M.  d'QmUicrt* 
The  Bridfli  Mratftry,  MpcQmg  that  the  Ftencfa  dcfigned  to 

intercept  Admiral  Arbuthnot  :ind  ihe  \  coiivoy  uaciLr 

his  cfcort,  came  to  the  refolution  of  ordering  Vice* Admiral 
Darby,  with  ten  ihips  of  the  line,*  to  aceompanf  him,  to  lee 
litm  fairly  into  the  Athndc  ocean,  and  chen  vetum  lo  Spstfaead. 
As  foon  as  M.  Sartine,  the  French  Marine  Miniltier,  leoeiveil 
certain  intelligence  of  this  meafur^  ,  he  hurried  the  fleet  under 
M.  d'Orvilliers  tofea.    Notwithitmdine:  all  his  endeavours  to 

.pncnre  them,  he  could  not  6od  a  fufficient  number  of  feamea 

'to  man  the  fleet ;  but  neither  this,  nor  the  non-armal  of  twi> 
fliips  of  the  line  every  lUiy  expected  from  Toulon,  eeuki  pre- 
vail with  him  to  riik  lofinp  the  opport unity  which  prcfented  it- 
felf,  of  either  intercepting  Admiral  Darby  on  his  retorn,  or  of 
being  able  to  form  a  jundion  widi  the  fleet  of  Spain»  bthnt 
the  Britilh  could  colle£fc  a  force  fuflicient  to  block  up  the  French 
in  the  liarbcur  of  Brclt.  Eight  thouUnd  Jjiid-iurccs  were  put 
on  hoard,  to  iupply  the  deficiency  of  Tailors.  The  wind  com- 
ing to  the  eaftward,  Vice- Admiral  Darby  iaikd  from  Spicfaead, 
on  the  24th  of  May,  joined  Admiral  Arbuthnot  and  his  ooofoy 
ofFTorbay,  and  proceeded  to  Tea.  On  the  ^ili  oi  June,  M. 
d'Orviiiiers  and  his  fleet,  confiding  of  twenty-eight  fail  of  the 
line,  equipped  as  it  was,  lailed  from  Breft.  When  it  became 
known  that  the  fleets  were  at  fea,  and  that  the  Fiench  fleet 
was  greatly  fuperior  to  the  Britilh,  there  was  the  freateft  joy 
at  Paris,  where  the  capture  or  deftrudion  of  Adnnral  Darby's 

.{quadron  was  conGdered  as  certain.  In  thek  circumilanccs  his 
cfcape,  and  fafc  letum  to  England,  was  rather  lo  be  wiihed 

.ioTj  than  eipeded.  The  French  fererely  felt  the  difiippoint'* 
ment  5  but  were  comibrted,  by  foon  after  receiving  advice, 
that  the  fleet  of  France  had  formed  a  junction  with  that  of 
Spain  on  the  24th  of  June.  If  Britain  had  been  able  to  fend  a 
fleet  of  fufficient  fticogthto  (ea,  in  time  to  have  picventedtkis 
event,  in  all  probability,  the  Court  of  Spain  would  nerer  have 
confentcd  to  lake  a  part  againfl  her  in  the  war  wuh  1  rar.  ee  ^na 

America. 
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Anenca.    Efen  as  it  wa8»  it  coft  the  Cabinet  of  Verfaille^ 

great  labour,  to  goad  the  Spanifh  Miniftry  to  take  the  decided 
part  they  did,  and  to  which  they  were  bound  to  do  by  treaty. 

falvation  of  France,  tbey  weie  told,  depended  upoa  it ; 
and  tiie  ftate  o£  the  Britiih  navy  vas  fiicb»  that  they  weie  fore 
to  make  an  eafy  conqueft  of  Gihnkar.  The  faifing  of  M. 
trOrvilliers,  lo  as  to  be  able  to  eSeCk  a  junci^ion  with  the 
i>pamlh  fieety  did  the  buimeOs;  and  convinced  the  Marquis 
d'Almodovar^  the  Spanifli  Ambaflador.at  LondoOf  that  he 
might  proceed  to  ddiver  his  manifefto^  with  the  notice  of  his 
ijiUiiediate  departure. 

Upon  Admirals  Keppel  and  Harland  decHning  to  ferve,  the 
command  <^  the  grand  fleet  was  conferred  upon  Sir  Charles 
HardjTf  Admiral  of  the  White;  ^0  had  under  him,  Vice- 
Admiral  Darby,  and  Rear^Admirals  Digby  and  Sir  John 
Lockhart  Rofs.  With  Admiral  Digby,  embarked  his  Royal 
liighnefs  Prince  William  Henry,  (now  Duke  of  Clarence)  his 
M9)efty's  third  fon,  in  order  to  be  inllrtt£ked  in  the  duties  of  a 
leaman,  and  to  be  trained  to  the  ferrice  of  his  country.  The 
fleet  put  to  fca  on  the  16th  of  June,  and  confiftcd  of  thirty- 
five  fail  of  the  line.* 

When  the  rupture  with  Spain  was  dedaredi  the  Miniftry 
exerted  themfclves  to  put  the  country  in  a  proper  ftaie  of  dc^ 
fence.    All  the  military  force  of  the  kingdom  was  called  out, 
and  RatioH(.J  \i\  (adi  a  n^anner,  as  was  bell  calculated  to  be 
ready  to  oppofe  any  dcicent,  which  the  enemy  might  intend  to 
sia|ce»  or  to  fuccour  any  place  which  they  might  attack,  haxd 
Amherft  was  appoimed  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  land  forces, 
under  his  Majefty;  and  every  officer  was  ordered  to  his  polL 
Lieutenant- General  Moncktun  commanded  at  Portfmouthy 
where  a  brigade  of  infantry  was  encamped.  Lieutenant-Gc« 
neral  Sir  David  lindlay  commanded  at  Plymouth^  where  one 
brigade  of  regular  infantry,  and  another  of  militia,  were  en« 
campccl.    Six  rcgijucrub  of  cavalry  were  encamped  at  Saliibury, 
under  the  command  of  iiieuteaant-General  Johnitone  i  a  large 

body 
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body  of  militiay  and  two  brigade*  of  icgnlar  infantrf, 
encamped  at  Coxheath  in  Kent,  under  the  coninand  of  Lieo^ 

tenant- General  Picrfoii :  another,  ol  loiiicuh.it  inferior  fize, 
was  encamped  ut  Wariey  m  EiVex,  commanded  by  Lieutenact- 
General  Parker*  Some  caralrj  and  iafaBtrf  woe  encamfied 
at  Taimottth  in  Norfolk,  commaaded  hf  Major-Gcaenl 
Phillip fon.  The  troops  on  the  north  eaft  of  Engbnd  wer^ 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Gencral  Lord  Adam  Gordon  »  and 
riioie  on  the  north  wedcoad  by  Lieutenant-General  Havi!and» 
Seteral  fmali  fquadrona  were  likewife  ftationed  at  difieicat 
parts  of  the  coalL*  In  ihort,  every  precaution' was  taken  t» 
repel  the  threatened  invafion  tmm  the  (hores  of  which, 

oppofite  to  England,  were  Uued  with  troops  in  large  encamp- 
siencs,  accompanied  with  nvmeibtis  trains  of  artiiierf.  Wc 
fliali  not  trouble  the  reader,  by  reciting  here,  the  many  mani- 
feflos  that  were  publifhed  by  the  Courts  of  Vcrfaillcs,  Madrid, 
and  London,  to  convince  ilic  world,  tliat  they  were  under  2 
neccflity  of  taking  the  difagreeable  fteps  to  which  they  had  ie> 
courfe,  in  order  to  obtain  juftice.  Hiefe  would  be  too  fuhi*^ 
mtnous;  and  would  beiides,  greatly  interrupt  the  fuirratifc 
now  given  :  but  as  feme  of  thefe  papers  are  very  curious,  we 
have  fekcted  the  moil  important,  and  placed  them  m  the  Ap- 
pendiz^t  The  Spaniards  immediately  blockaded  Gibrahar  by 
§UL  as  well  as  land :  and  from  the  number  of  tioops  which 
they  continued  to  march  towards  that  place,  and  the  large  ma- 
gazines which  they  were  forming  in  AndaluGa  and  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces,  it  was  forefeen  that  they  meant  to  lay  formal 
fiege  to  that  fortrefs. 

The  confederated  powers,  confeious  that,  until  the  Brttiii 
nary  (hculd  W  nearly  annihilated,  all  their  other  ic hemes 
would  be  extremely  precarious,  were  anxious  to  avail  tlicm- 
fehresof  their  fupcriontyat  fea,bycru0iing,  if  poibble,  her  fleets, 
and  therefore  determined  on  an  a^Uve  naval  campaign*  The 
tion  had  great  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  on  viewing  its  hazardous 
fituationj  and  iinding  that,  notwitMlanding  the  great  fums 

which 
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which  had  been  expended,  its  navy  was  unable  to  contend 
with  that  of  France  and  Spain.  The  people  could  not  refraiti 
from  murmurii^i  that  fo  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  die 
exertiofis  at  thofe  fowm,  both  to  obtain  fo  great  a  nkral  fore^ 
fls  they  tiad  now  acquired,  and  to  train  men  of  ^bllitiies  to  % 
profenio?i  il  knowlcd<^e  of  maritime  affairs  :  and  they  confidefed 
it  as  no  fmall  aggravation  to  their  diftrefs,  not  only  that  they 
were  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  American  feameiii  from  which 
they  had  reaped  great  benefit  in  former  warSy'bnt  that  tins 
difadvantage  was  doubly  felt,  becaufe  tlie  force  of  thefe  men 
was  now  thrown  as  a  politive  weight  into  the  fcale  of  their 
enemies,  andr  contributed  greatly  to  incieafe  the  bakmce  in 
their  favonf*'*'  •  ' 

fine  ehtef  eommaiid  of  the  combined  fleet  wAs  Ibttled  by 
their  rL'fpejftive  Courts  :  and  when  they  left  Cadiz,  M.  d'OrriK 
liers  appeared  as  Commander  in  Chief.  This,  according  to 
report,  gaie  di^ieeiiiie  tor  the  Spaniard!  1  and  Httle  cordiaiity 
reignt*d^niong(l  them.    After  cruizing  fome  ttme*6n  dieeoaft 

of  Spain,  this  immcnfc  armament  ftecred  for  the  coafl  of  Eng- 
land, and  appeared  off  Plymouth  on  the  16th  day  of  Auguit* 
It  then  cohfifted^of  fixty-fix  fail  of  the  line^  and  thirty  frigates, 
befidies  floopSi  cutters^  ftorefliips^*  &c*  Hiey  Iboo  evinced 
themfehres  to  be  enemies,  by  giving  chace  to  the  Marfborongfi 
and  Ardent  fhips  of  war,  wKith  had  juft  left  Plymoatli,  and 
were  on  their  way  to  join  Sir  Charles  Hardy.  The  Captain 
of  the  former,  fufpe^g  them  to  be  enemies,  took  fiich 
meaCmea  in  proper  time  as  enabled  him,  thongh  clofely  piM^ 
fued,  to  cfcapc  ;  but  the  Captain  of  the  latter,  by  his  impru- 
dence, fuffered  himfelf  to  be  overtaken,  and  was  obliged  to  fub- 
mit :  for  which  he  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  Court-martial, 
and  difoiified  the  iervice. 

If  we  except  the  little  fpurt  of  the  French  fleet,  under  M. 
dcRni  cjuiieuille  in  1744,  which  fecmed  to  proceed  merely  from 
an  incidental  dcfign,  and  in  which  ihcy  had  very  nearly  fallen 
Tidims  to  their  temerity,  no  inftance  had  occurred,  in  the 
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memory  of  the  oldeft  men  living,  in  which  the  fla^  of  att 
enemy  had  been  feen  flying  triumphantly  in  the  Britifii  Chan- 
nel. But  here  the  cafe  was  different :  fo  great  a  luval  force,  and 
conGftiog  of  fuch  capital  ihips*  hadncfertiUiiow»  been  ieenat 
once  upon  the  fea.  Theeountry  was  greatly  alanned,  batte 
eneasy  made  no  attempt  to  land :  they  paraded  for  ibme  days 
off  Plymouth,  and  a  few  of  their  fhips  came  as  lilgh  as  Civt^fand 
Bay.  The  wind  coming  eaderly,  and  continuing  fo  forioreral 
days,  they  fteeied  to  the  weftwardf  with  a  defign,  as  they  af* 
filmed,  to  iearch  for  the  fleet  onder  Sir  Charles  Haidy»  andto 
give  him  battle.  They  continued  to  cruize  near  Ac  SciDy 
Iflancls,  and  in  the  chops  of  the  Chaiinei,  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  On  the  29th  of  Auguil,  the  wind  coming  in  his 
favonr.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  gained  the  entrance  of  the  Channel^ 
£iw  the  enemy's  fleets  and,  not  knowing  itsnnmbers,  pie- 
pared  for  atllion,  and  formed  his  line  of  battle,  i'lic  weather 
was  then  hazy,  and  growing  iliil  more  fo,  and  night  coming 
on,  they  leparated}  bat  the  enemy^s  guns  were  diftindly 
lieanL  Next  day  their  fleet,  or  atkaft  a  part  ofthcm/ were 
feen  by  the  Britifli  fquadron.  The  haze  retamed,  and  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  having  been  joined  by  two  cutters,  which 
brought  him  an  account  of  the  enemy's  ftrength,  and  orders  to 
xetum  to  Spitfaead,continiied  to  ftand  op  Channel;  andintbe 
evening  of  the  ift  of  September,  anchoved  off  fhc  Eddyflooet 
in  order  to  ftem  the  tide.  It  h:is  been  luppofed,  that  lie  wifhed 
to  draw  the  enemy  after  him  to  the  narrow  part  of  the  Chan- 
lie},  where,  if  he  was  obliged  to  fight  them,  he  conid  do  it 
vipon  leis  diiadvantageous  terms  than  in  a  more  open  iea;  and 
where  cither  a  dckat,  cr  certain  changes  of  the  wind,  in  a 
aarigation  with  the  intricacies  of  which  they  were  little  ac- 
^nainted,  might  hare  been  produ^tc  of  the  mo^  nmuMis  coo- 
fiMjaenoes  to  their  fleer. 

As  feon  as  the  dde  penmtled,  lie  made  tlie  (ignal  to  weif^ 
anchor,  and  failed  up  die  Cii^mcl.    At  tius  time,  fevcral  of 

the 
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the  headmoft  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  flilps  w.rc  ucn  fome 
leagues  ailcra  of  die  fleet ;  and  it  would  appear^  tiut  they  had 
been  aware  of  Sir  Charles's  deiigfi»  as  they  never  came  any 
litgher  thao  the  lizard  Point.  Some  of  their  fr^tea  ^pioach« 
cd  nearer  to  the  vear  of  the  Britilh  fleet :  and  coming  rather 
clofe,  C\;pLii;i  Juhultone  in  the  Romney  tatk^J,  vviili  ^  de- 
lagn^  either  of  cutting  themoil}  or  of  making  tiiem  keep  a  more 
lefpe^fttl  diiUncei  hiit»  on  ohfenring  this^  they  tacked,  and 
fiood  towards  their  own  fleet.  On  the  durd  of  September,  the 
Britiih  fleet  anchored  at  Spithead,  where  it  was  joined  by  fe« 
vera!  fliips  of  the  line.  Never  were  Teamen  in  higher  fpirits : 
and,  while  the  flrength  of  the  combined  fleet  was  reported  to 
be  only  forty-eight  £ul  of  the  line,  they  longed  for  nothiii;g  (o 
much  as  an  engagement ;  and  notwithftanding  the  known  fi^ 
pcriority  of  the  enemy,  looked  upon  victory  certain.  But 
fixty-feven  fail  ot  the  line,  for  the  enemy  had  added  tlie  Ar- 
dent to  their  fleet,  was  a  ftiength  with  which  the  force  under 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  not  able  to  contend* 

While  the  combined  fleet  was  ofl^  Plymouth,  the  CornKh 
and  DevonOiire  jientlemen  acted  wiili  a  truly  patriotic  fpirit ; 
and  made  oUcr,  U  the  enemy  fliould  attempt  to  laod^  to  march 
with  ten  tliouOind  nien  to  the  aififtance  of  the  place,  on  a  mo^ 
mentis  warning.  Sicknels  prevailed  very  much  on  board  of  the 
combined  fleet,  cfpccially  among  the  Spaniards.  Some  of  their 
ihips  were  almolt  difabled  by  it,  others  were  much  out  of  re- 
pair ;  and  as  the  equinox  was  fail  approaching,  the  Conv* 
manders  thought  it  neceflary^  vcty  early  in  the  month  of  Sep* 
tember,  to  enter  the  port  of  Bred,  where  they  filled,  not  only 
all  the  hofpltals  with  their  iick,  but  many  convents  and  churches 
in  that  neighbourhood.  They  returned  no  more  during  this 
campaign  to  the  Britiih  coafts.  As  foon  as  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  proceed  to  (ca,  Don  Luis  de  Cordova  returned  to 
Cadiz,  with  die  Spanifh  fquadron. 

Thus  ended  this  grand  enterprife  of  France  anJ  Spain,  from 
whiUi  fo  much  was  expected,  and  by  which  fo  very  little  Mras 
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aclueted :  and  Great  Britain  was  freed  from  the  appcebenfioiit 
•   ihe  had  entertamed  from  this  Invincible  Armada. 

CoiifKiering  the  immcnfe  naval  force  combined  ngainfl  it, 
the  Britifh  commerce  had  this  year  fome  wonderful  efcapcs. 
Afew  days  before  the  enemies  fleets  entered  the  Britifli  Channel, 
a  feiy  valuable  fleet  of  more  than  two  hundred  fail  armed  Me 

from  Jamaica  i  and  by  tlnicly  i\oticc  liaving  been  conveyed  to 
theniy  eight  fail  of  homeward-bound  Eaft  Indiamen  were  ap- 
prised of  their  danger^  and  took  ihelter  in  the  river  Shannon, 
where  thef  remained  unti!  a  ftrong  convoy  was  fent,  whkli 
brought  them  in  fafety  to  the  Thames. 

A  rumour  having  been  fpread,  that  M.  d*Orvillicrs,  when 
he  was  in  the  Channel,  had  detached  fix  fail  of  the  line,  under 
M.  de  TreviUe  de  la  Touch,  to  Concale  bay,  where  a  very 
great  number  of  tranfport  veflels  were  aflembled  for  leceWing 
troops-,  a  fleet  of  obfcrvation  was  fent,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs,*  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  it  i 
and  if  found  to  be  true,  he  had  orders  to  take  or  deftroy  them* 
flSir  John  flufted  his  flag  from  the  Royal  George  to  the  Ronmey, 
and  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  1 4th  of  September ;  but  on 
reaching  his  deftination,  the  report  was  found  to  be  groundlcfs. 
He  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  26th,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
his  fleet,  having  fent  the  remainder  to  cnilae  to  the  weftward. 
In  the  month  of  Kovember,  Captain  George  Johnftone  was 
fent  Commodore  of  a  fmall  fqundron  to  the  coaft  of  Portugal : 
he  hoiiled  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Romney. 

Never  did  any  war  produce  fo  many  traitors,  who  took  an 
m£^ive  part  agamft  their  country,  as  this.  They  confifted 
chiefly  of  outlawed  dmugglers,  and  had  their  reOdence  at  Dun* 
kirk.  They  accepted  commifiions-  to  command  armed  ▼cifcis 
from  the  French  and  Americans^  and  fometimes  from  both : 
and  cruized  on  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  where 
they  took  a  great  number  of  priaes.  Among  thefe  mifcieants, 
wc  muft  once  more  innotlucc  into  thcfe  Memoirs,  Paul 
Jones,  whole  depredations  on  the  Scotch  and  iriih  coaiU  laft 

ytt^ 
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year,  fo  compkteiy  gamed  iiim  the  favour  of  his  empioyeny 
that  the7  gave  him  the  coannand  of  a  iquadnm  of  frigatesyf 
with  which  he  this  jw  took  a  great  numher  of  priaet,  and 

niailc  a  iorir,i>}>iblc  appearance  aIo;;g  ihc  coalU  of  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  the  north  of  England.  He  liril  appeared  off  the 
lbotb*weft  coad  of  Iiciand»  where  he  feat  a  boat  afiboiet  in 
order  to  bring  off  fome  iheep  $  but  the  oonatfj  pe<^  lole^ 
itnzed  hb  boat,  and  fcnt  her  crew  prifoncrg  "to  Tralee  jail. 
FindintT  the  Irifh  coaft  alarmed,  ihcy  fteer.^d  to  the  w  eft  coaR: 
of  Scotiatui,  where  they  were  but  too  fucccisfui  iii  making 
pTweSf  fome  of  which  were  of  confiderabie  value,  panicuhttly 
4)iie,  at  ftorelhip  for  Quebec.  Mr.  Jones  fent  the  prises  to 
France,  and  proceeded  with  his  fquadron,  by  the  Orkney 
iflandS)  to  cruize  oS  the  ea&  coad  of  Scotland.  On  the  1 4tii 
they  appeared  off  Dunbar,  and  were  ieea  to  take  two  veiTeli. 
It  was  extremely  unfortunate,  dttt  there  was  no  naval  foroe 
on  the  coaft^  of  fufiicient  ftrength  to  encounter  this  fquadron 
of  privateers.  The  coafl:  was  indeed  abrnicd,  but  that  avail- 
ed little,  as  he  had  obtained  informatiou,  that  there  was  no 
force  at  hand  to  oppofe  him }  fo  confident  was  he  of  this,  that 
he  fent  his  fmallerveflcls  and  frigates  on  difierent  cruizes,  and 
proceeded  with  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  alone,  up  the  Frith 
of  Forth ;  was  adluaily  in  fight  of  Edinburgh  in  the  evening 
of  the  i6th,  and,  as  die  wind  blew  frefli  from  the  weft,  came 
to  an  anchor  a  little  below  the  iflandof  Inchkeith,  neaiiy  o(h 
pofite  to  Kirkcaldy,  in  order  to  ftem  the  tide.  Next  morning, 
he  weighed  anchor  and  endeavoured  to  beat  up  to  Leiih  Roads ; 
but  the  wind  increafed  to  a  very  (Irong  gale,  which  forced  liim, 
after  fpringing  his  fore-top^maft,  to  give  vray  and  to  drive 
doum  the  Frith  before  die  wind,  with  fuch  fpeed,  that  in  a  lew 
hours  he  was  out  of  fight.  From  the  prifoners  who  were  then 
on  board  of  his  thip,  it  was  afterwards  learned,  that  his  in  ten- 

M  II  3  tioiis 

t  Boa  lloiiae  Richard,  forty  gucs  and  three  hundred  and  frventy-five  men ; 
AUuoce*  forty  gniii  and  three  hundred  men  ;  Pullas,  (a  French  frigate)  thirty* 
two  gmu  and  two  hundred  and  fovcnty-fivc  men ;  Vengeance,  armed  brij, 
twelve  jaoi  and  oac  buadred  and  feventy  men  *»  all  ia  QoogetU  £enrtce. 
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lions  wttCf  to  burn  the  (hipping  in  Leith  barboor,  and  to 
pillage  ibme  of  the  defencelefs  towns  on  the  Ftfelhire  coift. 

Being  difappointed  in  chefe  defigns,  he  rejoined  his  fqtiiidroii, 
and  proceeded  to  cruize  ufF  the  coail  of  England  i  w)iere»  on 
the  he  fell  in  with  a  Biitiih  convoy  from  the  Baltic, 
elcorted  by  his  Majeily's  (hip  the  Serapis  of  forty* four  guns* 
commanded  by  Captain  Richard  Pe.irfon,  and  the  Coutittrt's  of 
Scarborough  armed  iliip>  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Piercy.  Captain  Fearfon  having  received  notice 
from  the  Magiftrates  of  Scarborough,  of  a  fquadron  of  the 
'  enemy^s  being  o£F  the  coaft,  he  immediately  made  the  fignal 
for  his  convoy  to  bear  down  under  his  Ice,  and  repeated  this 
£gnal  with  two  guns :  but  notwithdaiidiug  this,  the  van  of  the 
convoy  kept  their  wind  with  all  (ail,  {landing  to  the  foathward 
from  under  Flambofough-head,  till  between  twelve  and  one  ; 
when  the  headmoft  of  them  got  fight  of  the  enemy's  ftiipsj 
which  were  then  in  chace  of  them.  They  then  tacked,  and 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  under  the  (hore  for  Scarborough, 
iettmg  fly  their  top-gaUant  (heets,  and  firing  guns  :  on  which 
Captain  Pearfon  made  all  the  fail  he  conld,  to  get  between  the 
enemy  and  the  convoy,  which  he  foon  eficc^eil.  At  one 
o'clock,  he  got  fight  of  the  enemy's  fquadron  from  the  mail 
liead  ;  and  about  four,  they  were  feen  didindUy  from  the  deck, 
their  force  appearing  to  be  three  large  (hips  and  a  brig :  upon 
which,  he  made  the  Countcfs  of  Scarborough's  fignal  to  join 
him ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  he  made  the  fignal  for  the  convoy 
to  make  the  bell  of  their  way,  and  repeated  this  fignal  with  two 
guns.  He  then  brought  to,  in  order  to  give  the  armed  (hip  time 
to  come  up  and  prepare  for  a^on.  At  half  pail  five  flie  came 
lip  :  and  the  enemy's  fliips  were  then  bearing  down  on  the  two 
ikitiih  ihips,  with  a  light  breeze  at  S.  S.  W.  Ac  fix,  Captain 
Fearfon  made  the  fignal  to  tack,  and  laid  the  heads  of  his  ihipy 
in-fliore,  that  he  might  keep  his  ground  between  the  enemy's 
Ihips  and  the  convoy.  Soon  after  this,  he  difcovcrcd  their 
force  to  be  a  two-decked  fliip  and  two  frigates  ;  but  from  tlicir 
pofition,  could  not  ice  their  colours*   About  twenty  minutes 
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pad  feven,  the  large of  the  three  fliips  brought  to  on  the  lar- 
board bow  of  the  Serapisy  and  came  wiihin  mufquet  fhot. 
C2ftua  Pearfoa  haikd  them  ;  and  after  gmng  fame  unlatU- 
§gt€toif  smfwen,  thej  fired  a  (hot,  whkh  he  letomed  with  a 
hroadfkle.    After  eichanging  a  few  broadfidca,  Jones  backed 
his  topfaiis,  and  dropped  upon  the  quarter  of  tiie  Scrapisj 
within  piitol  fliot }  then  fiHed  agatn^  put  his  helm  aweather^ 
run  on  board  upon  her  weather  quarter,  and  attempted  to 
ixMird  her:  but  being  repulfed,  Iheered  o(F.    Captain  Pearfon 
immediatel^r  ordered  his  topfaiis  to  be  backed,  in  order  to  get 
fquare  with  the  enemy's  fhip  again.    As  foon  as  Jones  obferv- 
cd  this,  he  filled,  put  hit  helm  aweather,  and  laid  the  Serapit 
athwart  hawfe.   His  miaen-flirowds  took  her  jib^bqom,  whiek 
hung  him  for  fome  time ;  but  at  lad  it  gave  way,  and  both 
ihips  dropped  alongfide  of  each  other,  head  and  item,  when 
the  fluke  of  the  Serapis'a  ^are  anchor  hooked  the  enemy's 
Ihip's  qnarter.   They  were  now  fo  clofe  foic  and  aft,  that  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns  of  each,  touched  the  fide  of  die  oppofite 
Ihip.    In  this  pofition  they  coniinued  the  engagement,  from 
half  pail  eight  until  half  pafi  ten  ^  during  which  time,  the 
great  quantity  and  Yariety  of  combuftible  matters,  which  the 
^nerny  threw  in  on  die  decks,  chains,  and  every  p  irtofthe 
Serapis,  fet  her  on  fire  in  difierent  parts,  not  lefs  than  ten  or 
twelve  times  :  and  it  was  with  the  greateit  diihcuky  and  exer- 
tion imaginable,  that  the  flames  were  repeatedly  extinguiflied. 
During  the  adion,  the  kurgeft  of  the  enemy^  fingates  kept 
faiUng  round  the  two  engaging  Oilps,  and  raking  the  Serapis 
fore  ^nd  aft,  by  which  (he  killed  or  wounded,  ahiioft  every 
man  on  her  quarter  and  ma  in -decks.    About  half  pall  nine^ 
cither  froma  hand  grenade  being  thrown  in  at  one  of  the  k>w0r 
ports;,  or  from  ibme  odier  accident,  a  cartridge  of  powder  was 
fet  on  fire,  the  flames  of  which  running  from  cartridge  to  car- 
tridge, all  the  way  aft,  blew  up  tiie  whole  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  quartered  abaft  the  main-mail.   By  this  unfor- 
tunate dicnmftance,  all  the  guns  in  that  part  of  the  Ihip,  were 
JSttdcicii  nfidelii  dnriflf  the  remainder  of  the  afiion,  and  the 
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people  were  fo  miferably  fcorched^  tliat  many  of  them  died.  At 
ten  o'clock,  the  men  belonging  to  the  enemy's  fliip  aIong(lde 
of  the  Serapt8»  called  out  for  quarterSf  and  (aid  they  had  ftmcL 
Ott  hearing  thbi  Captain  Pearfon  hailed  the  Captatn»  and 
aflced  him  feteral  times  if  he  hid  ftruck ;  but  on  receivi/i^  no 
anfwcr,  he  called  for  the  bcKuxlci  s  and  ordered  ilicm  to  board 
the  enemyi  which  they  inllantly  did.  As  foon,  however,  an 
thejf  were  on  board  of  her,  thej  difcorered  a  fuperior  Bimiber 
of  men  lying  under  cover,  with  pikes  in  their  hands  ready  to 
receive  them.  This  obliged  them  to  retreat  as  fall  as  they 
could  to  their  own  (hip  again.  They  returned  to  tlieir  gunj» 
and  renewed  the  a^ion  until  half  pa(i  ten  $  when  the  frigale 
came  acrofs  the  ftem  of  the  Serapisy  and  poured  a  brooidfidc 
into  her.  Captain  Pearfoni  having  exerted  his  utmofl  en- 
deavours ia  vain,  found  it  impofiible  to  bring  even  one  gun  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy,  or  to  extricate  his  (hip  from  the  dlf- 
agresaUe  fituatioa  in  which  (he  was  placed ;  and  was,  there* 
lore,  under  a  neceflky  of  giving  orders  to  ftrike :  at  wUdi 
inftant,  his  main-maft  went  by  the  board,  lie  and  his  FiHl 
liieutcQant  were  hurried  on  board  of  the  enemy's  (hip,  which 
proved  to  be  an  American  rebel  (hip  of  war,  called  the  fion 
Homme  Richard,  of  forty  guns  and  three  hundred  and  (cventy- 
five  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Jones,  The  otlier 
frigate,  which  aifo  engaged  the  Serapis,  was  the  Alliance,  ot 
forty  guns  and  three  hundred  men.  When  Captain  Pearfon 
was  tdien  on  board  of  Jones's  (hip,  he  found  her  in  the  greateft 
di(be(s :  her  quarters  and  counter  <m  the  lower  deck  were  en- 
tirely ftove  in,  and  the  whole  of  her  lower  deck  guns  were  dif- 
mounted.  She  was  alio  on  hre  in  two  places,  and  had  fix  ox 
ievcn  feet  water  in  her  hold«  The  water  kept  increafing  upon 
^  enemy  all  the  night  and  next  day,  fo  that  they  were  ob* 
ligcd  to  quit  her  :  and  Tiic  funk,  with  a  great  number  of  her 
wounded  people  on  board.  She  had  three  hundred  and  fix 
men  killed  and  wounded  in  the  aidion. 

While  the  Serapis  was  engaged  with  the  Bon  Homme  Richaid 
and  Alliance,  the  Countcfs  of  Scarborough  armed  ihip  was  st- 
acked 
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tacked  hj  a  Frexich  firigate,  in  the  ienrice  of  Congrefs,  called 
the  Pallasy  'Whtch  cained  thirty*twQ  gmu  and  two  Imndied 
and  ieventy-fifc  meo.  Gaptaun  Fiercy  badeed  hit  nain-topfiul^ 
in  order  to  engage  the  attention  of  one  of  the  frigates,  which 
was  then  coming  up  :  and  when  Hie  got  on  his  larboard  quar*- 
ter,  ihe  fiied  a  broacUide,  which  was  immediately  fctiinied  § 
and  tlie  eqgagement  contimted  for  vpwaids  of  two  liovn.  By 
this  timet  ^  armed  (hip  had  aU  lier  braces,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  running  rigging,  main  ar.d  mizen-topfail  (heetSj 
ihot  away*  and  feven  guns  diimoimted^  four  men  JuUed  and 
tweaty  wounded.  Captain  I^eicyi  on  oblerving.  another  fii* 
gate  of  the  eoem/s  bearing  down  to  engage  himt  was  iie> 

tefTitated  to  ftrikc. 

The  lofs  fufiained  bjjL  the  Serapis  in  the  a£^Ion  was  rerj 
great :  the  kilkd  amounting  to  forty-nine,  and  the  wonnded 
to  fixty^eight.  Amoogft  the  former  wae  the  hcatfwain,  m 
maitier^s  mate,  two  midflupmen,  the  eox^vabi,  a  quarter* 
niaftcr,  twciity-fevcn  feamen,  aiul  in  teen  marines.  Amongfl 
the  laUer,  the  Second  Lieutenant,  Michael  btanhope,  and 
lieutenant  Whiteman  of  the  marines  ;  two  fnigeon'e  mate% 
fix  petty  officers,  forty^fix  ii»nien,  and  twehre  marines* 

A  more  gallant  action  is  not  on  record  :  and  fo  well  picafed 
was  his  Majcily  with  the  behaviour  of  the  two  Captauis,  and 
their  officers  and  men,  that  he  conferred  the  hdnour  of 
Knighthood  on  Capimn  Fearlbn ;  and  foon  after  that,  made 
Captaun  Pierc  j  a  Poft-Captain,  and  promoted  the  odier  offioert. 
The  fervice  they  had  performed  was  very  great.  By  dellroy- 
ing  its  capital  ilup,  they  had  entirely  difconcerted  the  dcfigns 
of  this  flying  iqnadsoii  of  the  enemy :  and  by  their  truly  bme 
and  wdl  conduced  defence,  they  had  pieferved  a  very  raloable 
and  iiripoitimt  convov,  \vh;ch  oLhcrwifc  iTu.it  luve  been  captured.' 
bo  fenlibk  were  the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Ail'ur- 
naoe  Coaupmf,  of  their  obligations  to  thefe  excellent  officera, 
for  pvote^ng  the  ridi  fleet  under  their  care  from  the  Baidc, 
that  they  voted  their  thanks  to  both:  and  as  a  farther  tcflimony 
of  their  approbation^  rcqueiled  Captain  Pearfon's  acceptance 

of 
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of  a  piece  of  plate  worth  one  hundred  guineas  j  and  Capuia 
Fkvcf*  of  another^  iraiued  at  fiftjr  gaineaB* 

Thlf  iquadron  of  Commodore  Jones's  had  been  fitted  out  at 
Pen  rOricnt,  and  kft  that  port  about  the  end  of  July.  It  h.id 
been  very  fuccelsful  in  making  priseSf  fome  of  which  had  been 
fent  to  France,  and  others  ranfomcd.  At  the  time  of  the  ac- 
tiooi  there  were  three  hundred  Brittfii  prifimert  on  board  of 
the  rd>el  fleet.  From  the  23d  of  September,  it  conrinued 
beating  about  the  north  fen,  without  beins^  able  to  reach  any 
port»  ontil  the  6th  of  0£\:ober,  when  it  came  to  an  anchor  in 
die  Texel  road*  Mr.  Jones  did  not  behave  very  well  to  his 
prtfooers  %  he  refuied  leave  to  Captain  Pearfon  to  mufter  his 
crew,  and  would  not  even  permit  him  to  go  afhorc,  to  wait  on 
Sir  Joleph  Yorke,  tiie  king's  AmbaiTador  at  the  Hague.  Sir 
Jofeph»  by  bU  reprefentations  to  their  High  Mightinefies  the 
States  General,  prevailed  on  them  to  canfe  the  wounded  lea* 
men  belonging  to  the  Serapis  and  the  armed  fliip  to  be  fent 
afhore  ;  and  farther  urged  them  to  detain,  and  to  order  to  be 
delivered  up,  both  the  ihips  and  their  crews,  which,  he  faic^, 

the  pirate  Paul  Jones  of  Scotland,  whoisardiel  fubje^t  and 
"  a  criminal  of  die  State,  had  taken.**  This  reqneft  was  re- 
fufed  :  and  the  onlye(Fe£i  of  his  rcmonlLranccs  was,  that  they 
wouid  not  allow  the  prizes  to  be  fold  there,  but  gave  orders  that 
Atj  ihottU  depart  from  their  ports  as  they  came.  The  Stairs 
Geneial  did  not,  00  this  oocafion,  behave  vrith  that  fpirit  and 
dimity,  vdiich  foch  an  old  and  fidthful  ally,  as  Great  Biitahi 
had  been  to  them,  had  a  title  to  expe6l.  Far  from  ordering  tbe 
piratical  (hips  immediately  to  leave  their  ports,  they  fu^cred  them 
toremun;  anditcoftSir  Jofiqph  Yw^agreatdealof  tvosbk:, 
to  procuie  the  releafe  of  the  priibners  diey  had  on  board,  at 
they  threw  obftacles  in  his  way,  by  calling  themidves  fome- 
times  French,  and  fometimes  Americans.  The  prifoncrs  were, 
liowever,  at  lad  rekafed:  and  the  vefiels,  afaer  bei^g  kmg 
hlocfcedupi  ftoieovtolpoctiaadaihiii^iiyandgotiolhni* 

The  appearance  of  J  one  6,  in  a  two-decked  ihip  in  the  Ffidi 

of 
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of  Forth,  gave  a  great  alarm  ;  and  C  .pt.un  I^urr.et,  of  the  Pru- 
dent of  iixty-four  guns,  accompanied  with  fome  frigate9>*  wm 
lent  from  Spithead  to  the  pfote^ion  of  the  Scotch  metropolis* 
If  this  officer  had  been  allowed  to  have  fpiead  his  little  fquadron 

Wide  aa  he  cuuid,  when  he  got  into  the  north  fea,  he  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  uiterecpted  Commodore  Jones  and  his 
fleet>  before  they  reached  the  Texe) ;  but  his  orders  wcre»  to 
make  the  heft  of  his  wzj,  with  the  ihips  under  his  command, 
(o  Leith  Roads. 

Captain  Powuall,  of  his  Majcfly's  fliip  die  Apollo  of  tlurty- 
two  guns*  being  on  a  cruize  oti  the  coad  of  France,  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  31ft  of  January,  difcovered  ten  iail,  to 
which  he  gave  chace,  and  foon  perceived  them  to  be  a  French 
fiiga:e  zn^  a  convoy.    About  half  an  hour  after  one,  being 
then  off  St.  Bricux,  and  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  rocks,  hegot 
clofe  alongfide  of  the  frigate,  and  engaged  her  Ibr  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  fhe  ftruck,  and  proved  to  be  FOifeau,  of  tweotf* 
fix  nine  pounders  on  one  deck,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty* 
four  men,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  dc  i  arade.    She  had 
failed  from  Bred  oLily  on  the  preceding  day,  and  was  bound 
to  St.  Malo*   The  convoy,  with  fome  armed  vc0els,  hauled 
their  wind,  and  got  within  the  rocks  and  ihoals  of  the  ifland  of 
J3re]wi:,  h\  winch  means  they  made  their  cfcape.     i  he  enemy's 
lofis  in  the  aclion  was  very  cuniidcrable.    The  Apoiio  had  iix 
men  killed  and  twenty«two  wounded,  two  of  whom  died  foon 
afittr.   Captain  Pownall  received  a  vround  in  his  left  bseaft 
from  a  mufquet  ball,  and  both  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Apolki 
were  flightly  wounded. 

Lieutenant  William  Knell,  commanding  the  Rattlefnake 
cutter  of  tcQ  carriage  and  twelve  fwivel  guns,  with  a  comple- 
ment of  fizty  men,  being  on  a  cruize,  got  Gght  of  two  French 
cutters,  at  day-Lrcakon  the  14th  of  March,  about  two  leagues 
to  windward,  (landing  in  for  Frefliwater  bay,  with  the  wind 
at  W.  S.  W.  He  immediately  wore,  and  made  fail  after  them  $ 
i)ut  on  obliinrving  his  approachf  they  made  all  the  fail  they  could, 

and 
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and  flood  out  to  fea,  (leering  S.  S.  E.  At  half  pail  one  o'clock 
in  the  aftet noon^  being  then  within  four  leagues  of  Ham  de 
Grace,  the  Rattlefnalce  came  up  with  and  engaged  the  hrgeft 

cutter,  which  mounted  fourteen  carriage  and  twelve  fwivel  puns, 
and  hnd  n  crev.  of  ninety*two  men.  The  other  cutterj  called 
the  Frelon  de  Dunkerque,  mounted  twelve  carriage  and  tea 
fwivel  guns,  had  a  crew  of  eighty-two  men,  and  was  deemed 
the  failed  failing  cutter  wliich  the  enemy  had.  She  came  up 
to  the  ai&ftance  of  her  companion :  and  the  engagement  with 
both  was  continued  until  four  o'clock,  when  the  laigeft  one 
ftruck,  and  the  other  (heered  oflT  and  endeavoured  to  efeape  $ 
but  her  intention  being  perceived,  the  Rattlefnake  made  after 
her,  poured  three  broadfides  into  her,  and,  to  prevent  her  from 
getting  away  by  her  fuperior  failing,  immediately  boarded,  and 
by  that  means  carried  her. 

Lieutenant  KnelPs  men  were  now  working  hard,  in  fplicing 
and  refittini!^  the  rigging  of  their  ihip,  which  had  fuiRrcd  rauch 
in  the  adlion  j  and  while  they  were  thus  employed,  the  French 
cutter  which  had  firft  ftruck,  crowded  all  the  fail  fiie  could^ 
and  as  the  Rattlefnake  was  not  in  a  condition  to  purfue  her,  was 
Jucky  enough  to  cfFeft  her  efcapc.  Lieutenant  Knell,  (whofc 
fpirited  conduct  during  the  adioci  could  not  be  too  much  com- 
mended), was  wounded,  together  with  one  midfhipman  and 
ten  men.  The  Commander  of  the  Frelon  de  Dunkerque  and 
twelve  of  her  crew  were  killed,  and  thirty  were  wounded, 
mnnv  of  them  mortally.  It  is  conjeclurcd,  that  the  cutter  who 
t  leaped  mull  have  ioit  many  men,  as  ihe  engaged  the  Rattle- 
fnake a  confiderable  time  before  ihe  furrendered. 

HisMajefty  was  fo  exceedingly  well  pleafed  with  die  bravery 
aim  conduct  Ihcwn  by  Lieutenant  Knell  upon  this  occafion,  that 
he  was  made  a  Mafter  and  Commander. 

The  Bee  cutter,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Nagle,  took  the 
Invincible,  a  French  privateer  of  twelve  guns,  nine  pounders, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  men. 

The  KiU  cutter,  of  twelve  guns  and  fixty  men,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Henry  Troliope>*  being  on  a  cruize  off  Portland 

on 
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on  the  3ot1i  oC  Mardi,  fell  in  with  a  French  frl-r  te,  with  which 

Ihe  exchanged  a  few  broadddes  ;  but  the  frigate,  dlfcoyering  2 
loaded  brig  at  a  little  diflance,  left  the  Kite,  purfued  and  took 
her.  Ltentenant  Trollope  immediately  fet  his  people  to  repair 
the  damages  whkh  hb  cotter  had  fnftained :  and  while  thej 
were  ihm  employed,  he  was  attacked  by  a  Frcndi  hrig  privateer 
of  eighteen  guns,  which  in  the  engagement  lofl  her  main-maft 
and  many  men,  and  was  rendered  almoil  a  perfect  wreck.  But 
hj  the  help  of  a  httk  hncM  flie  got  off,  as  the  Kite,  from  die 
great  damages  wiudi  Ihe  had  recetred  from  the  frigate,  and 
thofc  which  (he  fuflained  in  this  laft  a£tion,  was  fo  Tcry  much 
difabled  in  her  rigging  and  fails,  that  ihe  could  neither  board 
lier  nor  attempt  to  follow  her.  Foxttmately,  Lieutenant  Trol- 
lope had  only  fowr  men  wonnded.  In  reward  for  his  gallant 
behanonr,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  him  to  he  im- 
mediately made  a  M.^fl^r  Commander. 

The  Delight  floop  of  fixteen  guns,  commanded  by  Captain 
John  DonglaSy  heing  ieni  ciprefs  on  fome  particular  bufinefs 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Adminhy,  on  the  firft  of  AprO,  when  off 
Dunofc  Point,  fell  in  with  and  took,  after  engaging  her  up- 
wards of  ?.n  hour,  the  Jean  Bart,  a  French  privateer  of  twenty 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  men.  On  board  the  Delight^ 
Mr.  Randall,  the  boatfwain,  was  killed,  and  two  men  wonnd- 
ed. Jnft  as  the  enemy  ftntck,  the  Jupiter,  Captam  Reynolds^ 
came  up,  ^nd  took  charge  of  the  prize,  which  enabled  Captain 
Douglas  to  proceed  agreeably  to  his  orders. 

Vice- Admiral  Lord  ShuMham,  commanding  at  the  por::  of 
Pfymottth,  hafbig  received  intelligence,  that  two  French  pri- 
vateers had  been  feen  on  the  ^rft  of  March  off  the  Licard,  im- 
mediately difpatchcd  three  frigates  and  a  cutter  in  fearch  of 
them :  and  next  day,  they  luckily  fell  in  with  and  took  them. 
They  proved  to  be  the  Frizeur  twenty-four,  and  the  Royal 
Louis  of  eighteen  gons,  hoth  belongli^g  to  St.  Malo,  and  fur- 
rendered  without  firing  a  (hot :  they  had  two  ranfomers  on 
board. 

On  the  4^1  of  April,  Captain  Rohiofoa  of  the  i!>hiewibury, 
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being  on  a  cruize  off  the  iflands  of  SciUy,  fell  in  with  two  Urge 
French  privateers,  to  which  he  gm  dhace.  By  fteering 
lerent  courfes,  one  of  them  efcaped ;  bnt  the  other,  after  a  long 
purfuit,  was  taktn.  She  piovcil  to  be  the  Comptc  ti'Artois  of 
twcnty-fix  guns,  viz.  eighteen  nine  poiuickrs  and  eight  four 
poiinder$,  together  with  two  brafs  cohom%  and  one  huodicd 
and  fizty  men,  and  belonged  to  Port  TOrietit.  ' 

Captain  James  Montagu,  of  tlic  McJea  of  twenty-eight 
gunsy  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  took,  after  an  aclion  which  lafted 
an  hour  and  a  haif>  the  Due  de  LavaugjaoDy  a  Fieoch  cutter 
privateer  from  Dankitk,  of  fourteen  itx  pounders  and  nineiy- 
t  1 1  men.  The  Medea  fuftaincd  fome  damage  in  her  rigging, 
but  lofl  no  men.  The  enemy  had  four  men  killed  and  ten 
wounded.  The  only  prize  wliicli  the  privateer  had  taken,  was 
a  lobiler  fmack  from  Norway  for  London^  which  ibe  had  ran^ 
fomed  for  two  hundred  guineas.  The  ranfomer  informed 
Captain  Montagu,  that  a  vcOel  then  in  fight  was  a  privateer, 
and  conlurt  to  the  prize ;  but  lioding  his  rigging  cut,  he  order* 
cd  the  Couatefa  of  Scarborough  armed  (hip  to  give  chace» 
which  Captain  Fiercy  imifaediately  did|  and  came  up  vnth  her  * 
in  a  few  hours,  when  (he  fttock.  She  proved  to  be  the  Compte 
de  Maurepas  of  Dunkirk,  mounting  fourteen  four  pounders, 
and  had  eighty-feven  men. 

The  following  gallant  z£kion  redounds  greatly  to  the  honour 
of  Captain  Reynolds,  (now  Lord  Ducie)  of  his  Majefly's  (hip 
Jupiter.  Being  on  a  cruize  ofl  Cape  Finefterre,  on  the  26th 
of  May,  he  got  fight  of  a  large  convoy,  efcorted  by  a  iiect  of 
war  ihips.  Thelci  he  foon  perceived  to  be  French  ^  but  re« 
folved  to  endeavottr  to  make  prize  of  oUc  of  the  convoyt  in 
order  to  learn  its  deftination  and  force.  He  accordingly  made 
for  one  of  the  neareft  fhips  ;  and,  although  a  large  frigate  kept 
firing  upon  him  at  a  diflance,  he  took  her,  and  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  bring  her  with  him,  put  five  of  his  people  on 
board  of  her,  taking  out  of  her  eighteen  Frenchmen.  By  this 
time,  tlic  wliolc  of  tlic  enemy's  licet  was  alarmed,  fcvcral  l.,a'gc 

ihip3  of  war  were  in  chace  of  himi  and  others  were  extending 
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themfelves  on  each  fide,  whh.  a  Tiar  to  cot  offhis  retreat.  Upon 
which  he  fct  all  the  CiU  he  couldy  and  made  off :  foon  after^  he 
iaw  ha  prite  retaken.  From  his  piiftmershe  kamgd^  that  the 
fleetwatboimd  totiie  Wcftlndiay  and  dnt  tt  oonfiSed  of 
fine  of  batde  and  fbine  Ifigatcs^^  conmandod  by  M.  dc 
la  Mothe  Piquet,  with  ^bcn:  eighty  veflels  under  die ir  convoy, 
laden  principally  with  proriiioDS  and  mihiary  (lores  »  and  hav- 
ing aUb  (bne  tioopt  oo  board.  Captain  Reynolds  and  the 
lAerof  diejvpiierwaebotliwoondedby  fpUntefs,  occaiioii- 
ed  by  a  (hot  from  the  frigate  that  firft  fired  at  them. 

On  the  6th  of  Auguft,  his  Majefty's  floops  Flv  and  Alderney, 
commanded  by  Captetni  Gamer  and  Kcmpe,  fell  in  with 
ilkfce  Fitnck  prifateen,  about  eight  Jeagoes  off  Loweftofie* 
Thongh  each  of  tbe  pnTateen  was  nrach  fuperior  in  fize  to 
cither  of  the  floops,  an  act;oii  immcdi^iuly  commcriwid  ^  and 
the  enemy  who  were  ooij  on  the  look-out  for  the  packet-boats^ 
foon  Ifaeeced  oS,  but  were  puifued  dize^y.  Tbe  Aideniey» 
being  a  heavy  Mkr^  ooold  not  get  op  to  affift  the  Fly»  which, 
after  being  warmly  eng  iged  for  three  hours,  compelled  the 
enemy  to  fcek  for  ihelter  in  Fiuftiing.  The  force  of  the  French 
coaifted  of  one  fhip  of  twenty-four  g^uns,  ;:nd  two  ot  lixteeit 
guns  each.  This  gallant  condu£k  of  Captain  Garner  £md 
die  packet-boats,  smd  deierfedly  procured  bis  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  a  Polr -Captain. 

On  the  i4tii  of  6cpiember>  the  Pearl,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain George  Montagu,  cruizing  off  the  Azoresi  at  fiz  in  the 
mommg  gave  cbace  to  a  flup  in  the  N.  W.  quarter  ^  and  at 
half  pad  nine  brought  her  to  a£lion»  which  continued  for  two 
hours,  when  fhe  ilruck :  the  ifland  of  Corvo  being  tlien  diflant 
fix  leagues.  She  proved  to  be  a  Spanifli  frigate  of  twenty-fix 
twelve  pounders  on  her  main^deck,  and  two  four  pounders  on 
lier  forecaftle,  with  a  crew  of  two  hundred  and  (eventy-one 
men.  She  was  called  ilic  S^iiita  Monica,  and  wjs  commanded 
by  Don  Manuel  de  Nunes.  The  Pearl  had  twelve  men  killed 
and  nineteen  wounded  in  the  a^on:  and  the  enemy  had  thirty- 
eight 

*  See  Note  159. 
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eight  men  killed,  and  forty-five  wounded.  The  prize  W2s  i 
remarkabie  fine  frigatCt  almoll  new,  and  mach  larger  than  the 
Peart.  She  was  purchafed  into  the  fervice>  and  added  to  the 
Royal  Navy  by  the  fame  name. 

Captain  Reynolds  of  the  Jupiter,  with  fome  frigates  under 
his  eommand>  on  his  way  to  efcort  a  fleet  of  £a(l  Indiameti 
from  the  Shannon  to  England,*  on  the  2d  of  Odober,  off  the 
Lizard,  fell  in  with  and  took  two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Ki 
of  France,  vlz^Le  Pilote,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Clonard,  and  La  Mutine,  commanded  by  Chevalier  de  Roque<- 
fueili  of  fourteen  fix  pounders,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men  each.  Proring  rery  line Veflels,  they  were  pvrchafed  by 
Government,  and  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  by  the  fame 
names. 

Captain  Bickerton,  of  his  Majefty^s  floop  the  Swallow,  in 
company  with  the  floop  Lively,  Captain  Inglefield,  after  a  {mare 

a£lion,  took  and  carried  into  Milford  Haven,  the  Due  de 
Chartres,  a  French  privateer  of  twelve  eight  pounders,  and  one 
hundred  men:  and  at  the  fame  time,  retook  the  General 
Balling  from  Jamaica,  a  prize  which  (he  had  taken.  The 
Swallow  had  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded,  in  the  adion. 
The  enemy's  lofs  of  men  was  confiderable. 

In  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  November,  Captain  Elliot 
Salter,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Huflar  of  twenty-eight  guns,  be* 
ing  in  company  with  the  Chatham  of  fifty  guns.  Captain  Allen, 
convoy  to  the  homeward-bound  trade  hum  Lifbon,  obfcr>'ed 
a  ftrangc  fail  (landing  out  of  the  ilect,  and  fuppofed  her  to  be 
either  a  privateer,  or  one  of  the  convoy  that  had  been  captured. 
He  immediately  gave  chace,  and  came  up  with  her  in  the  night ; 
hut  finding  her  to  be  a  two-decked  (hip,  he  ftuck  elofe  to  her 
till  day-light,  when  (he  hoifted  Spanifii  colours,  and  began  an 
engagement,  which  laded  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  fhc 
ftruck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Noftra  Senora  del  Buen  Confejo, 
commanded  by  Don  Juan  Jofeph  Ezpeleta,  a  fhip  about  eleven 
or  twelve  hundred  tons,  pierced  fur  ii.\ty-iuur  guns,  but 

mounting 
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mounting  only  twcaty-fix  twrelYe  pounders,  and  having  a  crew 
'  of  one  htindied  and  twenty  men.  She  was  bo«ad  fram  Una 
to  Cadiz»  bat  laft  fram  Fyal  (  whete,  hating  nedML  uifiMw 
mation  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain)  (he  hadtaodcd  herbulliott 
to  i\  very  cotifulcr  iblc  amount.  The  remainder  of  her  cargo 
coniiited  oi  copper,  pewter^  cocoa,  a  Teiy  large  quantity  of 
Jefait  harki  fome  beaver  fldot  and  mineral!^  btfidet  pfiraie 
propert  y .  The  Hvflar  had  four  men  killed  and  tea  wounded  1 
and  the  enemy  had  twenty-feven  men  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

Commodore  Jolniltono,  with  the  little  fquadron  under  his 
<:ommand)  being  on  a  cruize  oti  Cape  lineilerxC)  on  the  nth 
of  November^  got  fight  of  a  ihip  to  which  he  garat  chacc.  Hi* 
Tartar  frigate  coming  up  with  her»  and  peieetidng  that  ihe 
carried  Spanifh  colours,  immediately  began  a  very  clofc  en* 
gagement,  which  lafted  but  a  fliort  time,  for  the  enemy,  fee- 
ing no  pofiibility  of  efcaping,  furrendered,  after  hrii^  a  broad* 
fide  or  two.  She  proved  to  be  the  Santa  Maigvefhii  aSpafllfli 
frigate  of  twentf.fix  twelve  potinders  and  two  fix  pottnderSf 
and  had  a  crew  of  two  hundred  and  fcventy-men.  She  was 
commanded  by  Don  Andrea  de  Viana^  and  had  one  man  kiikd 
and  three  wounded  in  the  a£Hon.  The  Tartar  fuftained  no 
lofs.  The  prize  was  purchafedj  and  added  to  the  iUyal  Naivf 
hf  die  fame  name. 

His  Majelty frigate  Qjicbec,  commanded  by  Captain  George 
Fanner,  being  on  a  cruize  in  the  Brit ifh  Channel)  in  company 
with  the  Unicom  frigate  and  Cabot  floop,  on  the  5th  of  July^ 
got  ^ht  of  a  fleet  of  French  trading  veflels^  fteering  aloog  tht 
coaft  of  Britannj)  nnder  convoy  of  a  frigate  and  ibMit  armed 

fliips,  the  whole  amounting  to  forty-nine  fail  :  the  King's  fhips 
immediately  made  towards  them  with  a  prcfs  of  fail.  The 
enemj  ibon  became  fcnfible  of  their  danger,  and  drew  <;;Joiet0 
die  lhore»  in  hopesof  reaching  the  port  of  Morlaix»  before  the 
Britiih  ihips  overtook  them :  but  in  this  they  were  fniftfated, 
by  the  Que  he  and  Unicorn  coming  up  with  the  frigate  and 
armed  vciFeis  and  firing  on  them ;  but  the  enemy,  rather  than 
ftrihe,  nm  their  ihtps  on  the  rocks»  vrhcre  the  grealeft  part  of 
¥0L.  XV.  If  N  thm 
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them  were  wreckc4»  as  the  wind  during  the  night  came  to  h]ow 
httdy  aad  right  upon  the  iboi^  which  ohitged  the  Kiog't  lhip» 
tolKml  offf  to  aroid  meeting  with  a  difafter  fimilar  to  the  Frenck 
convoy  and  their  efcort.  Captain  Farmer  w.u  not  fo  fortunate 
whea  cruizing  of  Breit  in  the  Quebec,  m  company  with  the 
Raiid>ler  ctttter^  commanded  by  Lieutcnaiit  Gcoigey  wheot  on 
die  morning  of  the 6th  oCOaohcgr,  he  got  fight  of  thveelailta 
the  S. W.  quarter  ^  he  Ibon  made  them  oat  to  be  a  fliip,  a 
cutterj  and  a  Dutch  hoy,  and  gave  t!icm  chace :  at  eight 
o'clock^  he  found  two  o£  them  to  be  a  Urge  French  frigate  and 
a  cutter.*  At  nine»  the  enemy'B  frigate  began  to  fire  at  the 
Qjiebecy  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  do  execution  :  at  ten 
o'clock,  Captain  Farmer  having  got  within  point  hUv.V  Okk  ot 
the  enemy,  ihe  Quebec  returned  the  fire,  and  kept  edging  down 
in  order  to  come  to  a  clofe  engagement.  The  iUmbler  cutler 
got  between  the  French  frigate  and  cntter»  and  hj  eleven 
o'clock  brought  the  Ffench  eutter  to  a£lion  ;  and  although  thi» 
Tcflcl  was  of  much  liipcriur  force  to  the  Rambler,  Captain 
George  continued  to  engage  Iier  until  near  two  o'clock,  when 
llie  enemy  fitt  aU  the  fail  they  couid  and  made  oS,  and  his 
cutter  had  fuftatned  ib  much  damage  in  her  lails  and  rigging, 
that  QiQ  was  unable  to  follow  her  with  any  profpe£V  of  being 
able  to  renew  the  fight.  By  this  time,  botli  tiie  frigates  were 
difaiaftcd  i  and  when  the  mad  of  the  Quebec  fell,  the  (ails 
falling  on  the  guns  took  Sxtf  which  preiently  (et  the  ihip  in 
flames ;  on  which»  Lieutenant  George  endeaTouved  to  get  at 
near  Ud  hvr  as  pofTible,  in  hopes  of  faving  fomc  of  her  crew; 
at  this  tijBe»,  there  was  but  little  wind  and  a  great  fweii,  all  he 
oottkl  do  was  to  Cmd  his  boat,  with  the  MaAer  and  five  mpi 
armed  in  her,  who  picked  up  one  matter's  mate*  two  young 
midibipmen,  and  fourteen  men  of  liic  Quebec  :  the  Rambler 

was 

*  The  SorfdUante  of  forty  gun»,  M  de  Coucdic :  (he  bad  tweoty-oght 
eighteen  pounders  on  her  miin-dcck,  and  twelve  twelve  poanden  on  her  qoarter- 
deck  and  forecaftle,  and  a  crew  of  dine  Imodred  and  fifty  mrn.  The  cutter  wis 
di^Expcdktoaoftoeai  irpooDdon^  cauRHndcdlnrtheCliriilierdeftnF^ 
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that  Lieutenant  George,  who  made  everf  exertioa  in  hupowery 

could  not  get  ncirer  to  her;  and  he  was  prevented  from  lead- 
ing his  boat  a  lecoiid  time,  by  the  enemy's  frigate,  who,  con- 
trary to  efcrj  prmcipk  of  humanity,  6red  on  the  Rambler's  boat 
while  on  tfaii  dutj,  and  liom  the  gons  of  the  Quebec  ffnag  HS 
as  they  got  heated^  ib  that  to  appmch  her  became  dangeroui : 
fhc  continued  burn::.g  fiercely,  with  her  colours  flying,  until 
fix  o'clock,  when  (he  blew  np  wkh  a  great  explollon.  Mr. 
Wilkie,  the  Ckrk  of  die  Qoebec,  was  faved  hj  a  PnOfaln 
veflel)  that  was  in  company  during  the  whole  tinw of  the  ac« 
tion,  and  lay  to  all  night  to  afTift  in  taking  up  fuch  of  the 
Quebec^s  crew  as  they  found  fwimmuig.     Mr.  Roberts, 
Firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Quebec,  was  taken  up  hy  the  French 
frigate,  whole  Captain  ordered  leverai  things  to  be  tfahnrn 
OTcr,  in  hopes  that  fome  of  the  crew  of  the  Qaebec  would  lay 
hold  of  them  ;  by  this  means,  eleven  men  were  l.ived.  No 
men  could  behave  with  greater  courage  and  condu<^  than 
Captain  Fahner,  his  officers  and  ciewi  did  in  this  afiUont 
againft  a  (hip  of  fuch  fupcrior  force,  ft^liich  laftcd'  near  three 
hours  and  a  half,  both  (hips  within  piftol  (hot  of  each  other, 
and  had  alnioft  filenced  the  enemy's  fire,  whofe  (hip  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  much,  that  her  crew  had  great  di&uky  to  prevent 
her  fW>m  Gnking,  and  were  faved  by  their  oars  from  ihariag  the 
fame  fate  as  the  Quebec ;  they  had  a  great  number  of  men  kiUtd 
and  wounded.    Captain  Farmer  was  wounded  in  the  arm  ;  and 
about  eighty  of  the  crew  of  the  Quebec  were  killed  or  woiioded; 
but  Captain  Farmer,  with  many  of  his  officers  and  men,  to  the 
number  of  one  hondied  and  fifty,  loft  their  Ibes  on  this  tneUm«s 

choly  occjfion.  Lieutenant  Roberts  of  the  Quebec  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Mafter  and  Commander :  and  in  token 
of  his  Majefty's  high  approbation  of  the  confummatc  bravery 
of  Captain  Farmer,  he  was  pleafed  to  create  his  eldeft  fon  a 
Baronet  of  Gre  u  lii  itain,  and  to  order  him  to  be  promoted  to 
a  Lieutenancy  in  the  navy. 
His  Majcfty's  (hips  Tcorible  and  Ramiiliesi  c<»ounanded  by 

N  N  a  Captains 
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Captains  Sir  Richard  Bickcrton  and  Thomas  Allen,  (acling) 
having  been  feat  out  to  (Irengtheo  a  convo^t  UQiil  thcj  0Kwld 
get  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  crubent  on  thdr  ictuni 
to  Engbndy  fell  tn  with  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  of  Fiench  meidiaat 
ihips  from  Mardnko,  ckoi^jct  by  tluL-e  frigates.  They  LjJ 
received  advice  of  this  convoy  from  a  neutral  {lup,  wkh  which 
.the  RamiUies  had  fpoken  on  the  13th  of  ApriL  Inunednteiy 
on  obtaming  this  infomatbny  they  haukd  their  wind  Ibr  that 
night}  in  hopes  of  making  up  with  them :  and  next  morning) 
they  difcovcrcd  a  fleet  from  tlie  niaR-liead,  far  to  windward. 
As  there  was  little  wind  during  the  dayt  the  two  (hips  did  not 
get  near  them,  until  feven  in  the  evemngb  when  the  Ramtliics 
got  up»  and  took  three  of  them.  The  frigates  made  oflFy  and 
the  whole  convoy  difperfed  and  fcparated.  i  lic  Terrible  took 
two  of  them  that  night,  and  two  more  next  monung.  They 
proved  to  be  prim  of  very  great  valuet  being  on  an  average 
worth  about  ao>oool.  cadi.  The  Helena  iloop  of  war  was  ve- 
tjken  by  fome  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  fleet. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  the  fleet  from  lioiland,  when  off  the 
coaft  between  Fumes  and  Dunkirk,  fell  in  with  two  French 
-pimieef^i  the  Dunkirk  of  eighieea  guns  and  ninety^  ment 
and  Prince  de  Robeque  of  fizteen  guns  and  eighty  men,  boch 
belonging  to  Dunkirk.  The  Fairy  iloop,  comir.anded  by  Li<;u- 
tenant  Cook,  (m  ahicnce  of  Captain  Frederick)  gave  chace  to 
the  foxa^r,  came  up  with  her,  and  after  a  ihort  a^kion  took 
her:  smd  the  Griflbi  c«tter>  commanded  by  lieutenant  John 
Inglis,  gave  chace  to  the  latter;  and  after  two  hours  clofe 
a^ion,  obliged  her  to  ftrike.  The  enemy  had  fevcu  nu  n  k^lkd 
and  thirteen  wounded.  Only  one  man  was  flighrly  wounded 
on  board  the  Griffin.  On  board  the  Prince  de  Robeque  were 
five  ranfoftiers.   For  this  gaUant  adion.  Lieutenant  Inglis 

was  promoted  to  the  comniaiui  uf  the  Zepliyr  Iloop. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  his  Majeily's  flnp  Arethuia,  com- 

mai^d  by  Captain  Charka  Hohnes  £verit^  on  a  cruiae  off 

Bred,  gave  diace  to  a  French  frigate  when  dole  to  that  port 

This  bein^  noticed  from  the  Iliore,  a  fliip  of  the  line  was  fcnt 
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after  her,  and  gained  on  her  very  faft.   Night  came  oui  and 

the  chance  uf  efcaping  which  Captain  Everitt  faw,  was  by 
changing  his  courfe  to  the  northward.  In  making  this  at- 
tempt, his  (hip  unfortttnatclj  run  on  a  rock,  near  the  little 
illand  of  MoHne$,  about  three  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  t 
and  there  was  juft  time  to  fave  the  crew,  before  Ihe  went  to 
pieces.  It  is  very  rcnurk:ib!e,  that  wlillc  the  crew  of  the 
Arethufa  were  landing  on  the  iiland^  thirteen  of  them  feized 
the  fix  oared  cutter  $  and  without  any  proviisons  fteered  for 
England.  On  their  way,  they  fell  in  with  a  Dutch  (hip,  the 
maftcr  of  which  gave  iliem  a  compafs  and  iumc  provifions, 
with  tlie  afiiftance  of  which  they  reached  Fowey  in  Cornwall. 

The  following  tnftance  of  diiloyahy  and  perfidy  has  not  its 
parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  navy.  On  the  29th  of  November^ 
his  Majefty's  cutter  Jaclcall  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Downsi 
where  Admiral  Drake  was  alfo,  with  fcveral  other  ffiips  of  war. 
Her  commander  and  principal  oiBcers  being  aihore  on  buiinefsi 
amidfliipman  was  left  with  the  charge  of  the  vefiel :  and  early 
In  the  rooming,  a  great  majority  of  her  crew  mutinied,  met* 
powered  tlic  remainder,  got  her  under  way,  and  carried  her 
into  Boulogne  in  France,  where  they  fold  her.  Almoft  all  the 
mutineers  were  compofcd  of  outlawed  fmugglers,  who  had 
been  taken  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  tmprefled  into  the  fer* 
vice.  Several  of  them,  who  were  afterwards  made  ptifoners  in 
diffcreut  {hips  belonging  to  the  enemy,  were  tried  by  a  Court- 
martial  for  their  offence,  and  fent^nccd  to  be  hanged ;  and 
fome  of  them  died  without  the  fmalleftfigns  of  contrition*  When 
the  mutineers  run  away  with  the  Jackall,  they  accompli(he4 
their  defign  with  fo  little  noife,  that  the  people  on  board  the 
flag-fhip,  and  other  war  fliips  at  anchor  near  them,  entertain- 
ed no  fufpictons  of  their  intention,  until  it  was  too  late  to 
purfue. 

The  enemy  had  a  great  number  of  very  rich  fliips  taken  from 
them  by  privateers,  as  well  as  by  the  King's  fliips.  Of  thefe 
we  fhall  particularize  a  few  of  the  mod  valuable.  On  the  23d 
o£  Oftober,  the  Amazon  privateer  of  Liverpool^  and  the  Ran* 
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ger  privateer  of  Briftol^  of  fii^teen  guns  eacb,  facing  on  a  cmze 
off  the  AzofCSj  fell  in  with  the  Santa  Agnes,  a  Spantfh  flup 

of  "w  nr  of  tight  hundred  tons,  from  the  Manillas  to  Cadiz  :  (he 
was  pierced  for  forty  guos,  but  mounted  only  two  eighteesi 
twelve  and  nine  pounders,  had  one  hundred  and  fiftj  men, 
and  was  commanded  by  Don  Fernando  de  Reynofa.  After  a 
finart  nc'Vioii  of  two  hours  fhe  ftruck,  having  forty-fcven  men 
Jciiled  in  the  cngagementi  (thirty-three  of  whom  iod  their  lites 
by  an  ezplofion  of  gunpowder)  and  many  wounded.  The 
privateers  had  only  one  man  killed.  This  was  by  much  the 
mod  valuable  prize  that  had  been  taken  in  courfe  of  the  war. 
She  was  deeply  hdcn  with  gold,  lllver,  Hlk,  cotTce,  china, 
cochineal,  and  indigo  :  and  carried  aifo  great  private  adven- 
f  uresy  which  were  not  regiftered.  The  value  of  the  whole 
vvas  fuppofed  to  exceed  300,000!. 

The  Dart  privateer  of  Dui  LM.uuili,  of  fuuriccn  four  poiiiiJcr* 
and  fixty  men,  took,  in  the  end  of  06iober,  a  Spanifh  iliip  of 
lix  hundred  tons,  fixteen  guns,  and  feveuty  men.  She  was 
called  the  N.  S.  Piedat :  an4  furrendered  after  firing  only  tw^ 
p;uns.    Her  cargo  confilled  of 

142,1 1 7  filver  dollars, 
38^949  dollars  in  gold  doubloon*, 
31  ingots  of  gold, 
5  ingots  of  filver, 
42  bales  ui  line  bcavtr, 
ai>o6i  hides  iu  the  hairt 
3  bales  of  fine  wool, 
I  bale  of  f.iic  fur. 
Exclufive  of  the  ingots  of  gold  and  filver,  {the  value  of  whlA 
is  not  known)  the  rcfl  of  the  cargo,  fo  far  as  it  was  known  by 
the  bills  of  ladingi  (though  it  was  fuppofed  there  was  more  on 
board)  amounted  to  8o»oool. 

The  Sturdy  Beggar  privateer  of  Liverpool  took  Ae  La  Saerta 
N.  S.  del  Rofario,  trciu  Buenos  Ayres  to  Cadiz,  wIlIi  fklas, 
wool,  &c.  and  about  teu  thousand  dollars,  valued  at  50|00oh 

The  Vulture  privateer  of  Limpool  took  theSanEftevaii,  vitb 

a  cargo 
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a  cargo  of  tobacco,  coco9»  hides,  medictnea,  and  fome  dollars« 

valued  at  2o,oool.  The  Shark  privateer  of  London,  and  the 
Sprightly  pi  iv  uccr  of  Gucrnley,  took  the  St.  Francifco  Xavier, 
a  Spaniih  ihtp  from  the  South  Seai»  of  fmn  handled  tont 
burden.  Her  cargo  conGfted  of  three  chefts  of  doubloons, 
forty -fcvcn  chcftb  oi  filver,  two  hundred  ihoufand  dollars,  one 
cheit  of  white  filver,  two  hundred  and  feventy  marks,  nine 
foudl  chefts  of  goidi  four  hundred  tone  of  cocoa>  fifteen  bales 
of  furs*  one  hundred  and  fiftj  tons  of  bar  copper,  and  mzaj 
other  aidcles ;  alfo,  a  copper  anchor  wkh  a  mahogany  ftock. 
The  Aftive  pnvatccr  of  Poole  took  the  Goree,  French  iloop  of 
war,  oi  fourteen  four  pouuders  a;id  forty  men|  from  Seoeg4 
.to  Rochfart* 

To  pwe  fome  fpedmen  of  the  lofles  fuftamed  by  the  Frcndi 

and  Spaniards,  fincc  the  commencement  of  hoflilities  againft 
|he  former,  we  fhail  feledl  the  account  of  the  fuccefe  of  the 
prmteere  and  letters  of  marque  belonging  to  Lirerpoolf  from 
diat  date  till  the  month  of  May  this  year : 

A'o.  0/  No. 

%  Wa^  £.iSfiOO  I  TownGde,  £'3Pfi09 

ft  Sacah,  ftS^ooo  i  MaichicNida  off  Onaby,  300O 

5  SIKt  aod  OrigfoB,  %  final,  , 

%  UdfOnaAiff  ft,ioo  %  Tmible^  ai^ooo 

ft  Maf7>  aziooo  t  Eetadiatioat  st^ooo 

s  BrothmandHcBty,    ijpoo  i  Hmwke,  lOyOQO 

1  lietleBeo,  16,000  t  Sari  of  Sandwich,  14^000 

1  Mentor,  .  liiiooo  x  0fedDoiiglifi,  iSPOO 

I  Mollr,  x6yooo  X  Otifliii, 


4  DnfOB,  9J00  I  Rwnbold, 

5  BcllooB,  49>5<»  3  Jcaoy*  iOfiOQ 
1  Catclier,  lopoo  s  Ko^^,  X7oyooo 
$  Molly,  (Siddon)  afpoo  a  Viper,  a6,ooD 


ft  MHaay,                   3»500      5  Bcfi^  *5fioo 

1   Areilnda,                  ftooo  — 

X  Atalaata,                  4000  Total,  £.1,015,600 

The  French  Eaft  India  Company  fofiered  very  confiderably 

this  year  *,  the  following  iliips  belonging  to  them  beiiig  taken 
during  the  courfe  of  it : 

N  M  4  l^i^St 
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St'i/ij.  Ft  em  xvhenu.  By  VohoM  Ijkaii, 

I. a  Louilc  Flizabeih,       Mautitius,   Rover  privateer  of  Hrij^ol. 
Lc  Comptc  d  .Artois,       Ditto,         Ranker  and  Min  rvn ol  do. 
La  Favrc,  Ditto,         fictley  letter  oi  maitjuc  of  JLivcrpool 

Lc  Marquis dc Marbeuf,  Ditto,  t  , 

La  Duguc  CUin,  Cluna,  \      R<=fol«tK)ii  pri^auer  of  Cttemfcr. 

As  the  fubjeds  of  the  &aus  Geaeral  (UU  perfifted  in  carr^ 
ti^  all  ibrts  naval  ftoiey  to  tlie  eoemies  of  Gieat  Biiiaiiif  a« 
well  at  til  bringing  home  the  |nrodiipe  of  their  cokMueSy  the 

Britifli  Miaitlry  alfo  pcrfiflcd  In  their  plan  of  feizin'^  all  their 
IhipSy  which  they  could  find  fo  Decoding.    This  raifed  a  great 
fcksQoar  in  the  patch  pfoviiicei»  efpedaUy  io  thofi:  where  the 
FicDch  fadion  prevailed.   On  the  12th  of  Septembef,  1778* 
the  merchants,  proprietors  of  veflcls,  and  exchange  infurers  of 
the  town  of  Aniderdani,  prcfcnted  a  Memorial  to  their  High 
Alighcinefics  the  States  General,  which  contaiped  many  ilron^ 
vepieientationsy  on  the  fubjed  of  th«  grievance  of  tlK  Qrittfii 
fnzing  their  veiTels.    They  (aid,     belides  the  juftioe  of  thefe 
afl'ertions,  aiut  tlic  valniuy  <A  iliLir  complaints,  ihc  uk.:r.g  of 
^<  ihips  bound  for  the  ports  of  France,  not  only  induces  your 
memoirialilU  tofolicit  your  (ligh  Mightine^  to  interpoie,  and 
even  U  in/t/i  on  imfntdiaie  rfparation  for  damages  already  fuf* 
^  tained,  and  fccurity  for  what  may  accrue.  Your  nu -morialifts 
alfo  cannot  difpcnfe  with  refpedlfully  laying  open  to  your 
High  Mightineffesy  the  lapicntable  confequcnces  which  will 
lefult  tp  the  merchanta^  and  of  courfe  to  the  State  in  general^ 
in  cafe  the  veflela  and  (hips  of  the  fubje^ls  of  thic  repuhliCy 
"  c.ir.iiot  be  guarded  againft  wlu:  arc  little  fhort  cf  ads  tf 
piracy  r  they  pi  ay  farther,  "  that  it  may  pleafe  them  to  prc- 
vent  the  feizure  of  their  fhipa  bound  to  the  ports  of  France 
«  by  the  Britifli  nation,  agasnjl  the  fmHb  rf tnaiWf  in  tpm  vi** 
*•  !aiion  of  the  law  of  nations^  in  ipp  fiticn  to  natural  equity.  In 
«*  (hort,  to  prevent  for  the  future,  fuch  extraordinary  proceed- 
<*  ings  ;  to  mnintain  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fcvcralin* 
habitants  of  this  State,  which  they  hold  from  God  and  na^ 
«  ture^  and  on  which  the  Briti(h  nation  ate  bound  hj  Ae  not 
f<  fok mn  treaties  to  make  no  infradUons*" 

The 
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The  merchants  and  owners  of  Mp$  of  the  town  of  Reliefs- 
dam*  pftfented  a  Memorial  to  the  like  efie^.  It  was  not  qinte 
io  ftroiif  1y  worded,  but  aimed  at  the  fame  point*  Mendomng 

the  conduct  uf  the  BritUii  nation,  they  fay,  *•  that  ihe  fngmfit 
5*  injujitce  of  it,  vji^ht  he  very  eafily  proved  by  an  appeal  to  tbi 

^*  ^tmtitm"  ihit  the  Iboi^eii  Memormi,  pvefented  loite 
States  General  on  this  occafion>  was  one  from  the  merchant^ 

proprietors  of  veflels,  and  exchange  infurers  of  Amderdam, 
Rotterdam^  and  Dordrecht.  After  enumerating  their  griev- 
ances, and  immenfe  lofiei,  and  conteftii^  the  right  claimed  hf 
the  Biitifli  nat^j  they  conclude  with  the  following  lenti* 
snents :  «  Finally^  your  jnemoiiritfts  firmly  beliefe,  that  tliis 

'*«  State  is  neither  dcli^ii^nt  in  power,  nor  that  her  inhabiMiii^ 
want  iociination  or  courage,  to  maintain  the  independency 
«  of  their  Tepoblic  ^ainft  all  unjoft  violence :  and  they  aliis 
^  look  on  it  as  ininlferablei  that  a  nation,  winch  owes  the  fe- 
^  curity  and  preferration  of  her  civil  and  religious  liberties  to 
the  aiTiftance  and  co-operation  of  tliis  republic,  and  which 
^  othcrwife  is  united  with  her  by  ties  of  mutual  and  pofitivc 
«  intereft,  ihottld  daze,  againft  die  firft  principles  of  natnnd 
^  equity,  againft  all  rules  of  right  adopted  by  all  eiviliaed  na« 
**  tions,  and  .:gain(l  the  faith  of  all  folemn  treaties,  for  the 
^<  reafon  <»^y  of  convenience  ;  that  this  very  nation,  we  (ay« 
flionld  dare  to  caufe  fo  ranch  trouble  and  prejudice  to  the 
^(  commerce  and  navigation  of  this  republic,  and  that  in  fo  no^ 
toriuus  a  manner,  that  the  total  ruin  of  individuals,  and  the  ^ 
entire  decay  uf  trade,  as  well  as  of  navigation,  muil  be  the 
final  re£nlt  of  their  condtt£k«" 

The  French  faOion  infimiated,  that  die  Prince  Stadthofdcr 

was  inclined  to  favour  the  preten(i<ms  of  Great  Britain.  They 

:ic  cordingly  endeavoured  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  oi  uppoGtion,  to 
force  the  Dutch  AdminiRration  to  take  fomc  (troog  meafurei 
for  the  prDte£tioo  of  their  traile»  and,  if  pofibie,  to  widen  their 
hfcackwith  the  Britilh  nation.  Coont  de  WieMeren,  the  Dntch 

Ambail'.L'.iur  :u  the  Cuiirt  of  Britain,  by  defire  of  his  Court, 
gave  m  to  the  britilh  Miaiitry,  the  Urongeii  remoniirauces 

againft 
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ngnind  the  feizing  of  the  Dutch  (hips.  To  thefe,  the  Earl  of 
Sttfiblk,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Pfindpal  Secretaries  of  Stale, 
gave  an  anfwer  to  thia  effed :  that  tlie  Britiih  wo«ld  pardiaie 
the  naval  (lores,  pay  thi^  freight,  and  indemnify  the  proprietors; 
bttt  that  they  were  determined  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poHiblc, 
ail  naval  and  military  ftores  from  being  oonvejed  to  the  Fieoch 
ports.  Thb  dechratioa,  howeier,  was  loftencd  with  an  af- 
furancey  that  all  poflible  regard  for  the  rights  of  their  High 
.  IVIightinefles  (hould  be  had^  and  that  the  ftipulations  and  fpirit 
of  the  treaties,'  fubfifting  between  the  King  and  their  High 
Mightmeflfes  the  States  General,  Ihonkl  be  adhered  to  in  the 
Ibideft  manner,  as  far  as  it  was  pra^icabie.   This  anfwer 

ing  traiirmitted  to  them  by  their  AmbalTaJor,  was  taken  under 
coniideratioQ :  and  when  the  influence  which  then  direded 
their  Councils  is  conGdeied,  the  detemnnatioBs  to  which  it 
gave  rife  will  fearcely  estate  our  wonder*  When  their 
folutions  were  formed,  various  meetings  were  held  in  the  dif- 
ferent towns.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1778,  the  Burgomailers 
of  Dort  aficmbied  their  committee  of  merchants;  on  the  7th, 
the  meichants  of  Rotterdam  were  called  together  ;  and  on  the 
9th,  the  Council  of  Amfterdam  fununoned  the  oommittee  of 
merchants  of  that  city.  Thcfc  meetings  were  convened,  for 
the  purpofe  of  hearing  the  refoiutions  of  their  High  Mightt* 
nefles  the  States  General,  on  the  fnbjofk  of  die  petitiioos  liar 
lediefs  againft  the  Brittfii  treatment  of  their  flag,  and  againft 
the  depredations  committed  on  their  property.  Tlic  Count  de 
Weldeien's  remonllrance,  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk's  anfwer  to 
it,  being  read  to  them,  they  were  infocmed,  that  the  reiblu* 
tion  of  the  States  was,  not  to  enter  into  anynqgodaliao  with 
the  BritiQi  Arabafiador  on  the  points  in  difpute,  bvt  tocntinne 
to  ufc  ali  tli^  means  in  their  power,  to  obtain  from  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  not  only  ample,  but  exampiary  latiaiacUaa 
for  theinjniksdose  to  their  fofaje^b,  in  defiance  of  the  treaties 
fttbfifting  bawecn  the  two  powces;  and  alio  to  pnifae  foch 
ftcps,  iliould  prevent  the  repetition  or  continuance  of  the 
iame  gikvaoces  for  the  futuic*   The  comminrcs  of  the  above 

towns 
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towns  came  to  the  fame  refolution  on  this  bufmefs  $  and  ap* 
pointed  one  of  their  members  refpe^velyt  to  jom  the  Penfionarj 
^'od  Secretary  of  each  town,  in  a  deputation  to  the  Hague* 
with  dire^ons  to  thank  their  H^h  Mighttneflles  for  the  refolu- 

tion  tlicy  had  come  to;  and  to  inform  them,  that  the  mcrchaui* 
were  determined  alfo  not  to  accept  any  terms  :  that  they  hoped 
their  High  Mightineffes  would  infift  on  the  leftitotion  of  the 
ihips  and  cargoes,  fo  unjuftly  feised,  by  order  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  rights 
of  Sovereigns ;  and  that  they  would  lofe  no  time  in  putting 
their  marine  into  fuch  a  {tate,  as  to  afford  them  protcdUont 
9nd  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  their  flag  againft  all  aironts. 
For  this  end,  they  i^terated  their  wiUingneft  to  pay  the  taxes, 
necefi.iry  ami  equal  to  the  fupport  of  a  refpe^lable  annanu  iit. 
To  thi^  their  Higii  Mightineiies,  by  their  PreHdent,  made  a 
reply,  in  which  they  informed  the  deputation*  "  That  fuch 
f  <  mcafures  had  been  afaeady  taken,  as  would  meet  the  wiihes 

of  fo  refpectable  a  body  of  their  fubje^ls  ;  that  an  augmenta- 
M  tion  of  twelve  (hips  of  the  line  and  twenty  frigates,  bcfides 
f<  the  twenty-tive  (hips  formerly  orderedj  had  been  determined 

on  $  and  that,  till  the  pn^r  mode  of  proportioning  and 
*f  raifing  the  expence  could  be  deviled,  they  had  ordered  their 
n  treafurer  to  open  a  loan  of  four  nulliuns  of  fioiins,  at  two 

and  a  half  per  cent,  which  was  already  railed  more  than  two- 

fold  by  fubfcription." 

The  refoltttions  which  the  States  General  had  adopted,  did 

not  prevent  the  Bnti(h  Miniftry  from  continuuig  their  orders, 
for  tlie  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  Ihips  to  exert  thcmfelvcs 
in  capturing  all  veflels  carrying  warlike  or  naval  Aores  to  the 
eneny  $  but  in  order  to  difpel  the  ftorm  which  feemed  gather- 
ing, Sir  Jofeph  Torke,  the  King's  Ambaffador  at  the  Hague, 
pn  the  22d  of  November,  1778,  prefcmcd  a  Memorial  to  ilieir 
High  Mightineffes  the  States  General,  in  which  he,  by  the 
l^g't  dire£lion,  propofed  a  conference  with  them,  upon  ^at 
was  mod  proper  to  be  done  refpe^ing  the  articles  of  complaint 
T^is  offer  they  dctiine^,  aud  mfillcd  upua  the  iitciul  and  ilnd; 

obfenrancc 
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obfervanrc  r  f  tVe  treaty  between  them  and  Great  Brttain. 

It  muft  be  obiemdi  that  the  Court  of  Verfailles  ftepped  in 
at  this  time,  to  avail  Itfelf  of  the  mifunderflanding  that  fubfifted 
between  th  j  CmuiLs  oi  London  and  tlie  Hague  ;  aiul  cndeavour- 
eJ,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  to  accelerate  an  open  rupture 
between  them*  /  The  French  King  had,  in  the  month  of  July^ 
1778,  ifliied  an  arret,  in  which  he  formed  regulations  concern* 
ing  the  navigation  of  neutral  Teffels,  referring  to  himfelf  the 
power  of  revoking  the  advantages  then  granted  by  the  lirft 
article,  if  the  belligerent  powers  (bould  not  grant  the  like« 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months.  As  this  had  not  been  done  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  he  accordingly  ordered  fach  a  re* 
vocation  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  fubjc£is  of  the  States  General ;  but 
in  order  to  reward  fuch  of  them  as  had  publicly  taken  meafuresi 
and  exerted  themfelves,  to  perfuade  their  High  Mightinefies 
to  ebtain  from  the  Brttifii  Court  ample  fecuritj  of  unlimited 
liberty  of  commerce,  the  citizens  of  Amfterdam  were  excepted : 
and  this  was,  ronictime  afterwards,  extended  to  the  otiier  parts 
of  the  province  of  Holland.  The  defign  of  the  French  was 
clearly  feen  through ;  and  their  condn£l  on  this  occafion  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  caufed  Sir  Jofcph  Torke,  on  the  9th  of  April  tlds 
year,  to  prcfcnt  to  the  States  General  a  Memorial,  in  which, 
by  diredion  of  the  King,  he  fays>  that  the  literal  and  ftricl 
obfervance  of  the  treaty  infifted  upon  by  them>  Is  pronounccil 
incompatible  with  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain^  and  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  and  (lipulations  of  all  future  treaties  between  the  two 
Courts.  The  King  alfo  informed  tlicm,  that  he  cannot  depart 
from  the  necefilty  he  is  under,  of  excluding  the  tranfportation 
of  naval  ftores  to  the  ports  of  France,  and  particularly  timber, 
even  if  they  fliould  be  efcorted  by  ihips  of  war ;  but  his  Majefty 
flattered  himfclt,  that  he  (houLi  never  be  obliged  to  take  other 
meafurcs  toward  the  republic,  than  thofe  .which  friendihip  and 
good  harmony  may  di£Ute. 

The  taking  of  the  Dutch  Oiips,' laden  with  wailike  Aofcsi 
was  a  mcafurc  of  found  policy,  and  diftreflTed  the  French  very 
much,  particuiariy  at  their  principal  fcaports,  wlicre  the 
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fcarci'y  of  naval  timber  was  fo  great,  that  it  had  rctarJc  j.  Toi  a 
conGderable  time,  the  repairs  of  M.  d'Orviliiers's  fquadron. 
Sacb  was  their  fituation  at  the  begtmung  of  this  year*  Tbejr 
then  got  a  fupply  by  (bme  ftorefliipSy  which  fortunately  arrived 
to  dieir  afiftaticc  from  Holland.  Until  Apri],  they  had  not  a 
mafl  for  the  Ville  lic  P^n^ ,  her  old  ones  having  been  rendered 
ufcleis  in  the  fea-fight  of  July  27th,  1778- 

The  Dutchf  thinking  to  elude  the  viiplance  of  the  Britiih 
flupt  of  war>  prepared  a  large  convoy,  laden  with  all  foru  of 
naval  and  military  ftores  for  France  :  and  to  put  it  our  0:  luj 
power  of  ordinary  cruizers  to  prevent  it  from  reaching  its 
deilination,  they  ordered  Vice- Admiral  Couiu  ByUnd  to  efcort 
k,  with  two  ihips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates.  The  Brittfli 
Mintftry  got  notice  of  the  failing  of  this  floet,  and  were  de- 
tcrriiincd  lu  intercept  it:  fur  ihis  purpofe,  Captaiii  i  iwMir.g  ul 
his  Majedy's  ihip  Namur,  as  being  a  man  oa  whole  abilities, 
addieisy  and  refolution»  they  could  depend^  was  detached  with 
fereral  Ihips  of  the  lioe»  fome  frigates,  floops,  and  cutters^* 
from  Spithead,  on  the  morning  of  the  31ft  of  December.  In 
the  evening  oi  that  day,  one  nie  frigates  made  the  fjgual  for 
feeing  a  fleet  to  windward  ^  on  which.  Captain  Fielding  made 
the  fignal  for  a  general  chace.  In  a  few  hours  he  came  up 
with  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  fleet  of  Dutch  merchant  fiiipe, 
uiiJ^r  convoy  of  Admiral  Byland.  He  then  fent  the  Couragcux 
to  the  Dutch  Adniirai^  to  let  him  know,  that  he  wiihed  to  fpeak 
with  him :  and  to  bring  him  ciofe  to  the  Namur,  he  im- 
mediately ordered  out  his  hargc,  and  fent  Captain  MarihaU  of 
the  Emerald  onboard  Admiral  Byland,  with  his  compliments, 
begging  to  know  to  what  port  the  iicct  was  bound}  and  at  tlie 
iame  time,  rcqueltmg  permiflion  to  fearch  the  merchantmen, 
agreeably  to  his  orders.  To  this  the  Admiral  very  rt^fUJduUf 
anfweied,  that  the  Dutch  fiiips  of  war  were  bound  Co  diflcTBOt 
ftations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  merchantmen  to  various 
ports  in  France.  Moil  liiem,  he  acknowledged,  were  laden 
with  hemp  and  ison,  but  none  widi  timber  or  cordsge*  He 

«dded« 
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added,  that  he  muil  beg  to  be  cxcufcd  from  permitting  ihcm 
to  be  fcarchedy  as  his  orders  were  poOtive  to  the  contrary; 
The  Dutch  Admiral  fent  his  Captain  (Byland)  back  with  Cap* 
tm  MaHhally  who  reported  this  anfrer  to  Captain  Fielding: 
ami  he  replied,  th:it  he  hoped  Count  By  land  would  think  better 
of  it  by  next  mornings  when  he  wotAld  be  under  the  necel&tf 
of  renewing  the  application* 

The  two  fleets  kept  company  together  all  night,  and  at  day* 
fcrealc  next  morning,  Capt.iin  Fieldiiii^  once  n\orc  (cut  Captain 
Marfliall  to  Count  Byland,  with  a  more  prelhng  meiTage  than 
the  former  |  addmg,  at  the  £ime  tune>  that  he  was  dctewnined 
to  fearcfa  the  wcifch  at  all  hazards.  To  this  Count  Byland  re* 
plied,  that  he  was  forry  matters  were  likely  to  be  brought 
to  fuch  extremity ;  for  that,  if  boats  (hould  attempt  to  board 
any  of  the  vefTeis  under  his  prote£lion«  he  could  not  fulfil  hh 
duty  without  firing  on  them.  About  nine  o^dock.  Captain 
Fielding  made  the  fignal  for  the  Emerald,  Daphne,  Seaford* 
and  Hawke,  to  fend  bo.its  to  cxiiminc  t!ic  Dutch  merchant 
flilps,  and  to  row  down  to  them  with  colours  flying  in  each 
boat.  This  order  was  Inftantly  obeyed ;  but  no  fooner  did  the 
Dtttch  Admirai  (ee  the  boats  approach  his  IhipSf  than  he  fired  a 
ftot  at  them.  Captain  Fielding  immediately  fired  a  (hot  froih 
thcNamur,  aliead  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  which  the  latter  rc^ 
turned  with  a  broadiide.  The  fc  r:^ier  did  the  like,  and  made 
the  fignal  to  attack  the  convoy.  A  few  ihoC  paffed  between  one 
of  the  Dtttch  frigates  and  the  Valiant;  when  Count  Byland, 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  contend  againft  fo  great  a  force, 
ilruck  his  colours,  and  all  the  re(t  of  the  Dutch  ihips  of  war 
followed  his  example.  Fortunately>  noHTCS  were  loft  on  either 
Me.  Captain  Fielding  immediately  fent  an  officer  on  bosrd  of 
die  Dutch  Admiral,  requefting  him  to  hoift  his  flag  again,  and 
to  pwrfue  his  voyage ;  but  informing  him,  that  he  would  carry 
the  merchant  ihips  with  him  to  England.  The  Admiral  returned 
lor  anfwer,  that  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  fliare  the  fame 
^te  with  his  convoy,  and  ihould  therefore  proceed  with  them ; 
dmt  ]£  Captain  Fielding  would  make  hi^  ic^ueil  in  writing, 

diat 
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that  he  flioalcl  hoift  his  colotirsy  he  voolci  cettaialjr  comply 
«M  it^   Tlii»  bcMg  imwciiinriy  doae>  tfag  Dmtk  Adaiirat 

fquadron  widi  thirteen  gtins,  which  was  returned  by  Captain 
Fielding,  who  immediately  proceeded  widi  his  feren  prizes  ta 
Spithead.  On  his  way  to  that  poet,  be  captured  two  mora 
Dnldi  Ibtps  in  the  lame  predicamenl.  The  Dsicfa  flii{»  mi, 
cwgoet  were  all  condemned,  and  tamed  ovt  ymy  ▼aloable 
prizes.  Admiral  B^iand  ^nd  iht  war  ihips  wcic  allowed  tu  de- 
part. 

We  ihaii  conclttdc  oar  account  of  this  bufioeis  for  the  pr&- 
fent  hytciiiarldiigy  Aat  the  tiaafiiAkm  which  we  have  jvftnovr 
Tchrtcd,  however  trilling  it  may  appear  to  be,  was  produ£live 

<^f  two  very  ferious  and  important  events,  highly  detrimental 
to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  viz.  the  rupture  with  the 
Statet  Gcoeialt  which  thia  and  fome  f obfeqnent  incidents  cer- 
tainly accelerated,  and  the  Armed  Neutrality. 

The  navv,  tliis  year,  fuflained  confidcrablc  diminution  :  for, 
beiides  the  lois  of  the  Ardent  of  Cxty-four,  Experiment  of  fifty^ 
Serapu  of  forty-four,  Montreal  of  thirty-two,  Ariel  of  twenty- 
four,  and  Sphyns  of  fixteen  guns»  the  Weaile  flbop^  and 
Countda  of  Scarborough  armed  (hip,  which  we  hare  already 
Hivntioned  as  falling  into  the  enemy's  li.mds,  the  Thorn  of  fix- 
teen guns,  the  Elephant  and  Welt  1  lend  a.  Hoops  of  war  of 
fourteen  guns,  Hope  of  fourteen,  York  of  twelve,  Diligent  oC 
ten,  and  Haerlem  of  ten  guns,  armed  veflelsy  and  Holdernefle 
cutter,  had  likewife  the  fame  fate,  and  the  Jackali  cutter  wai 
earned  off  by  a  mutinous  crew ;  but  of  thefe,  the  Ardent,  tlie 
Sphynx,  the  Thorn,  the  Elephant,  the  Hope,  and  JackiU, 
were  retaken  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.   The  Glafgow  of  twenlf 
guns,  and  Supply  armed  (hip,  were  deftroycd  by  fire.  The 
The  Rofe  of  twenty  gunj»,  and  Savannah  armed  £hip,  were 
funk  by  the  Britiih  at  the  ficge  of  Savannah.   The  Qoebec  of 
thtrtfotwo  guns  was  burnt  while  engaging  a  French  frigate  $ 
the  HttfTar  of  twenty-eight  guns  was  wrecked  near  Hell-gate  ; 
the  Penelope  of'  twenty-eight  guns  foundered  in  the  Weft 

Indies  ^ 
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Indies ;  the  North  floop  of  fixtccn  guns  was  wrecked  near 
Halif AX  harbour  i  the  Vipar  iloop  was  wrecked  in  the  river  St. 
Iawrettoe»  as  was  the  Xapag^ur  cutter  of  fourteen  guns  in  the 
Weft  Indies :  and  of  die  crews  of  the  Petidope  and  Nefth»  not 

a  man  was  laved.  The  li.:viatliaa  and  ruiioife,  florefhips  of 
thirty-fix  guos».  foundered  in  the  Atlantic^  but  the  crews  of 
Wth  ihips  were  faved* 

The  enemy  made  Ibme  ray  confideraUe  priies :  b«t  the  * 
only  one  of  great  Talue  was  the  Ofterley  £ail  Indiaman  home-* 
ward-bound,  valued  at  300,000!.  She  was  taken  otTtlic  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  by  two  French  frig^tes»  which,  after  landing 
the  crew  (who  were  treated  with  ptzt  politeneis  and  gencrofitj) 
atAeCape^  carried  the  priac  to  the  Maitrititts. 


There  were  added  to  the  Navy  this  yeaV: 

,  Shipr» 

Gurrs. 

Alcidc, 

74 

Danae,  J] 

3Z 

£dgar» 

74 

L'OiieaUt  /• 

3« 

Montn^ue, 

74 

Santa  Margueritaf  /. 

36 

Adamant^ 

SO 

Santa  Monica^ 

36 

Uiyfles^ 

44 

Brilliant, 

28 

A£leon, 

44 

Cyclops^ 

Endjmiony 

44 

PegafuSf 

28 

Fortunee, 

4a 

Sybil, 

28 

La  Prudentc,  ff 

3« 

.    Vcitalc,  f. 

28 

Alcmcnc, 

3^ 

Champion^ 

24 

Blanche^  f. 

3« 

Pandoraj 

24 

Cerberus^ 

•  Thole  auirked/wc 

rettkeofrgn 

t  the  f  rcsdi:  tKofe  iBirk«d«.ii 

vre  ukcn 
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Page    29  line    I       For  "  Hoop  were"        "  lioop.   Theie  were.** 

44  —  14      from  the  bottom,  for  Gngled  tor*'  read «  finglcd  out  for.** 

5S  "~  17rl8  after  "  adion"  h=firt  "  a*.*' 

,11  r  —    6       rf/i^  "  at  the  ht of  the  army.'* 

318  —  13         from  t*>t:  lottorn,  Jeie  "  Or." 

516  —  a»      for  "  ppcnuig  ■  raitf  « tppeared,** 

328  —  16      fr..m  the  lu-ttmn,  for  "  which**  rtad ««  and  he." 

329  —     3        Jde  "  he  tluTcforc." 

331    —  19       dt/<r  **  from  the  Dclavrarc  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook.'* 
383  --10      iMr  ?  whcD**  and  for  «  dcOred  her  tohoift**  fM^^'de- 

«*  fired  to  hoift." 

394  —  16      froni  the  btittuui,  lor  **  iiad  the  dUUncc"  rttti  *  and  hj 

«« the  diftance." 

395  —  41      fiw  "  ha^e  bombarded**  read  «  to  have  bombarded" 
4tl    »  17       from  t})c  bottom,  deie  "  and." 

411    —  12       from  tliL-  bottom,  J  !>■  "  and."  * 

413   —  x6      from  ti)c  bottom,  tor  '*  mi^ht  bcm"  read   mi^gfat  have 

*•  been.' 

4*8  —   7  dW*«the.*' 

493    _«    4       after  «  Caroliiia"  <Ar/f  "  he." 
500    —  1 8       for  "  whom"  rtad  "  which." 
543    —    3       after  «  and"  deU  «  to." 
5j6   —  iz       from  the  bottom,  for  <*  who"  read  ^  iivhich.' 
563   —  4      <or    who**  iW  «  whiefa." 
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